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Even before he took office in 
May, 2011, Mayor Emanuel was 
working on what would become 
the cornerstone of his first 90 days 
in office— working with education 
advocacy groups to pass SB-7, a 
reform bill that would permanently 
change the landscape of education 
in the City of Chicago. The bill, 
which was sponsored by Senator 
Kimberly Lightford, was signed 
into law in June 2011 by Governor 
Quinn as the 2011 Education 
Reform Act. The Act amended the 
Illinois School Code as well as the 
Illinois Labor Relations Act. SB-7 
sailed through both chambers of the 
Legislature, with a unanimous vote 
in the Senate (59-0), and winning 
by a margin of 112-1 in the House 
of Representatives. Representative 
Monique Davis, a former educator 
in Chicago Public Schools, was the 
only legislator to vote against the 
bill, as she did not want to support 
any “union busting” legislation. 

The driving force behind the 
2011 Education Reform Act was 
Stand for Children, a Portland, 
Oregon- based organization 
with a mission of ensuring that 
all children, regardless of their 
background, graduate from high 
school prepared for, and with access 
to, a college education. Stand for 
Children’s major funders include 
some of the most influential players 
in education reform, including the 
Walton family (founders of Wal-
Mart) and the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation. SB-7 was part 
of Stand for Children’s coordinated 

the year in review: 2011 eduCation reform aCt 
Valerie F. Leonard 

legislative effort impacting ten 
states, including Arizona, Colorado, 
Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, Oregon, Tennessee, 
Texas and Washington. Stand for 
Children put up $600,000 of their 
own money and raised another 
$3 million to draft legislative 
proposals, lobby the legislature 
and organize public support to 
win significant concessions from 
the states’ teachers unions. Stand 
for Children worked closely with 
a number of Illinois players, 
including Mayor Emanuel, 
Advance Illinois, the State Board of 
Education, Chicago Public Schools 
(CPS) and the Chicago Teacher’s 
Union (CTU). 

SB -7 brought about a number 
of sweeping changes, including 
the erosion of union collective 
bargaining and striking rights; 
making performance the primary 
criterion for teacher retention 
instead of seniority; streamlining 
the process to fire teachers with 
unsatisfactory ratings and granting 
CPS the authority to extend the 
length of the school day without 
agreement from the teacher’s 
union. The legislation, developed 
in part, to avoid teacher strikes, 
includes a provision for CTU to 
have approval from 75% of its 
membership to authorize a strike. 
Before the legislation was passed, 
CTU only needed 51% of voting 
members before proceeding to the 
next step to authorize a strike. The 
State Legislature requires a simple 
majority of members present to 

advance legislation, and 60% to 
override a gubernatorial veto. 

In spite of this unusually high 
bar, over 90% of CTU membership 
voted to authorize a strike before the 
close of the 2012 school year. The 
CTU House of Delegates recently 
voted to give their President, Karen 
Lewis, the authority to give CPS 
a 10-day notice of a strike. This 
is the last step before going on 
strike. While a recent fact finding 
report was rejected by both sides, 
the arbitrator’s findings strongly 
favored the CTU, recommending a 
35% raise over 4 years, as opposed 
to 2% over 2 years proposed by CPS. 
CTU’s original salary proposal was 
30% over 4 years, in an effort to 

recoup lost income stemming from 
a CPS board vote to cancel raises 
that were included in the contract 
that expired June 30, 2012. The 
board exercised its prerogative 
to cancel raises for economic 
reasons. The arbitrator also chided 
CPS for insisting on a longer day 
without providing funds to pay 
for it. Major points of negotiation 
include teacher evaluation and pay, 
working conditions and quality of 
the extended day, class size, and job 
security. 

Under the old system, in the 
event of layoffs caused by economic 
downturns, teachers with the least 
seniority were more likely to be let 

Mayor Emanuel rings in the first day of School at UNO Octavio Paz. Photo: 
City of Chicago website. 

See Reform page 6

Minister Louis Farrakhan 
visited the Westside of Chicago 
in his citywide effort to help in 
reducing the escalated violence 
that has plagued Chicago this 
year. The current rate of Killings 
is up 38% from last year. As of 
September 2, 384 people have 

Minister Louis Farrakhan, Nation Of Islam Takes Action 
To Help Reduce Violence In City

was at ICE theaters where he 
spoke on Monday August 21 
located at Roosevelt and Homan 
Ave. Under a tent facing the 
parking lot where he was heavily 
protected by FOI (Fruits of Islam) 
providing security during his 
speech. He was supported by 7th 

District Congressman Danny 
Davis and 24th Ward Alderman 
Chandler and others as Minister 
Farrakhan listed the problems, 
why there is a problem and some 
things that should be done. Stated 
Congressman Davis, “I think it’s 
fantastic, Minister Farrakhan has 

been murdered. The number of 
shootings has also risen in the 
city. During his speech, he stated 
“Innocent babies are dying in 
their homes on their porch or 
somewhere at the wrong place at 
the wrong time.”

Minister Farrakhan’s visit 

been on a crusade….Everyday 
almost he’s been somewhere in 
the community talking to people 
about how to solve problems , 
loving each other, not hating each 
other….It can’t be nothing wrong 
with that. So I think that what 
Farrakhan is doing is marvelous. 
If people would love each other 
learn to practice love and not 
killing each other and shooting 
each other. If people would learn 
to practice love instead of hate, 
they would also find prosperity. I 
am glad that he’s doing it.

Visiting several hot spots in 
the 24th Ward, Minister Farrakhan 
stopped by Douglas Park on 
Roosevelt Rd between California  
and Sacremento Ave. Chicago 
Police Department also provided 
security.  “I think Minister 
Farrakhan coming to bring his 
wisdom and experience is very 

See Action page 7
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is 
to help inform our community on resources, events, 
and issues relevant to them and our neighboring com-
munities. Our community includes those who live, 
work, worship in, and/or care about North Lawndale. 
Our focus is on positive, productive solutions, that will 
improve the lifestyle of our community members. 

Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Darren Tillis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 
Former Founding Board Director: Larry Leonard, Rev. Vivian Lewis
Advisory Board: 

Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, , Da-
vid Schultz, Mary Moran, David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: 
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth, 
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Gregory Patterson, Melna Allen, 
Denzelle Gresham, Robert Williams, and Chris Lewis 
distributed weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 
potential readers throughout North and South Lawndale, 
East and West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and 
the Near West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 

$140.00 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the 
dedicated work and support of the community, and was also 
made possible with grants from The Steans Family Foundation, 
AfterSchool Matters, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, and 
contributions from our community, advertisers, and readers. The 
North Lawndale Community News was started with a grant from 
the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now known as the 
Small Grants Human Development Corporation, and the Steans 
Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: Every 3rd Thursday 

of the Month
Free Training in Community Journalism!

News Literacy
You Should Know It First!

For More Information
Call 312-492-9090

Black & White Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White Copies - 10 cents Each
Color Prints - 35 cents each

Color Copies - 35 cents Each copy

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL
312 492-9090
1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

RULES TO FOLLOW WHEN HIRING AN ELECTRICIAN

1. Don’t try to do it yourself
2. Dont hire a handyman to do electrical work
3. Don’t pay too much
4. Call Harrison Electrical to schedule a  
FREE consultation before you start

HARRISON ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Licensed - Insured
CALL NOW - (773) 216-6474
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Literacy refers to our ability to understand 
and learn from what we read; think critically about 
what has been written and clearly communicate 
ideas through the written word. Literacy is the 
backbone of all of our learning, and helps us 
to participate fully in our communities, the 
workforce and the larger society. September is 
National Literacy Month, and is a great time to 
get a better grasp of the issues nationally and 
locally, and to identify ways we can get involved 
to move our families and community forward. 

An examination of national literacy 
statistics reveals a very sobering reality. There 
was no significant change in adult literacy rates 
between 1992 and 2003 (Institute for Education 
and Sciences). The United States ranks number 
12 of 20 high income countries in literacy. Forty-
four million adults in the U.S. can’t read well 
enough to read a simple story to a child. Over 
one million children drop out of school each 

BUILDING 
COMMUNITY

THROUGH 
LITERACY

year, costing the nation over $240 billion in lost earnings, 
forgone tax revenues, and expenditures for social services. 
(U.S. Department of Education) 

On the income side, assuming a 45 year career, high 
school graduates can expect on average, to earn $1.2 
million; those with a bachelor’s degree, $2.1million; and 
people with a master’s degree, $2.5 million. People with 
doctoral degrees earn an average of $3.4 million during 
their working lives, while those with professional degrees 
do best at $4.4 million. The average annual salary for high 
school dropouts in 1999 was $18,000, or $810,000 in a 
lifetime. (Robert Longley). 

Sixty percent of America’s prison inmates are 
illiterate and 85% of all juvenile offenders have reading 
problems. Approximately 50% of the nation’s unemployed 
youth age 16-21 are functional illiterate, with virtually 
no prospects of obtaining good jobs. (Department of 
Education) 

Drilling down to the community level, US Census 
data reveals that approximately 42% of North Lawndale 
families live in poverty, and the median income for the 
community was $18,342 in 2008. This is comparable 
to income levels of people who have dropped out 
of school. Given the relationship between poverty, 
education and crime, it comes as no surprise that many 
of North Lawndale’s schools are among the City’s lowest 
performing in terms of basic reading, math and science. 
Approximately 62% of our students either drop out or 
leave CPS by the time they reach 19. Our community has 
one of the highest crime rates in the City. Indeed, North 
Lawndale is one of the top 6 communities to which ex-
offenders return from state prisons. We are also one of 
a handful of communities that sends a steady stream 
of detainees to the Cook County Juvenile Temporary 
Detention Center. 

Unless we make drastic improvements, our low 
literacy rates will continue to be a major barrier to 
developing our community to its fullest potential. As it 
stands, most employers are not willing to locate their 
businesses in North Lawndale because they are concerned 
about high crime rates and the low education and skill 
levels of our residents. It will take a village to make the 
necessary changes, but we can do it with all hands on 
deck. Here are a few suggestions: 

1. Read to your children, even before they are 
born. This has a calming effect on the baby, increases 
healthy bonding between mother and child, and enhances 
brain development for the baby. 

2. Read to your child every day from the day s/he 
is born, and make sure s/he learns to read before starting 
pre-school. 

3. Limit your child’s time on television, 
video games and the internet to no more than 2 
hours a day. Make sure the programs that s/he 
watches are high quality and educational. Avoid 
content that is violent or sexually explicit. 

4. Insist that your child do at least one 
assignment in reading and one assignment in 
math every day, in addition to the homework s/
he gets from school. Homework should be done 
before watching television, playing games or any 
other “fun” activity. 

5. Make a commitment to work more 
closely with your child, his/her teacher and 
principal to make sure s/he is on the right 
track. This includes making regular visits to 
the school in between report card pick up. 

These visits should be geared to keep the lines 
of communications open between you and the 
school, and not because there is a discipline 
problem. 

6. Start an adult literacy program within 
your school, church, block club or organization. 

7. Start a tutoring program for children 
and youth, with a goal of increasing reading and 
math skills. 

8. Sponsor a contest and offer a prize for 
the student who reads the most books within a 3 
month period, as evidenced by a book report for 
each book read. 

9. Sponsor a contest to offer prizes for 
the adult learner who makes the greatest gains 
in literacy. 

10. Work with your local high school 
or elementary school to create adult literacy 
programs geared to increase adult literacy in the 
community and enhance parents’ ability to help 
their children with their homework. 

Please, feel free to write a letter to the editor 
of the North Lawndale News, or e-mail me at 
consulting@valeriefleonard.com to share ideas, 
and tell how you celebrated National Literacy 
Month. 

Valerie F. Leonard works with local 
organizations to create sustainable communities 
through technical assistance, specialized 
workshops and special projects. Visit 
Valeriefleonard.com for more information. This 
article is archived at Valeriefleonard.com (blog 
page) or Nlcn.org.
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24th Ward Alderman 
Michael D. Chandler 

Encourages Aspiring and Existing 
Small Business Entrepreneurs to 
attend Upcoming Small Business 
Expo sponsored by Office of City 

Treasurer Stephanie D. Neely
 24TH Ward Alderman Michael 

D. Chandler is encouraging aspiring 
and existing business entrepreneurs 
to take advantage of the expert 
assistance and workshops that are 
being offered at the upcoming Small 
Business Expo sponsored by the 
Office of City Treasurer Stephanie 
D. Neely in conjunction with Crain’s 
Chicago Business Week.

The Small Business Expo will 
be held on Friday, October 5, 2012 
between the hours of 8:30am-
3:30pm. The location for the Expo is 
the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Forum facility, located at 725 W. 
Roosevelt Road.

The Expo is designed to bring 
together business technical assistance 
experts and entrepreneurs to exchange 
valuable workshop information, 
business financing, and technical 
business development assistance to 
expand and improve business growth 
within the Chicagoland area. In the 
past, the expo has had over 3,000 

attendees participate in workshops 
and forums associated with the event.

A sample of sponsoring groups 
participating in the Small Business 
Expo this year are: 1)United Airlines; 
2) AT&T; 3) Citibank; 4) BMO Harris 
Bank; 5) Seaway National Bank; 6) 
JP Morgan Chase Bank; 7) Goldman 
Sachs; and  8)Blue Cross/Blue Shield. 

“I applaud City Treasurer 
Stephanie Neely in sponsoring this 
important event to support small 
business development in the City of 
Chicago, stated Chandler. I encourage 
24th Ward residents who are looking 
for help and assistance in developing 
a business or improving their existing 
business to attend the Small Business 
Expo in order to take advantage of the 
technical expertise and workshops 
being offered at this activity.” 

To register for the Small Business 
Expo you can access the Chicago 
City Treasurer Stephanie D. Neely’s 
website at: www.chicagocitytreasurer.
com. The office number for City 
Treasurer Stephanie D. Neely’s is 
(312) 744-3356. Information on the 
Small Business Expo is also available 
on Alderman Michael D. Chandler’s 
website: www.aldermanchandler.
com.

The 1900 block of Kedzie Avenue was 
filled with a spiritual experience hosted by 
Revelation Christian Worship Center located 
at 1910 S. Kedzie Avenue.   On Sunday 
Aug 12, on a night labeled “Night Under 
the Stars.” It was the eve of their weeklong 
revival which started Monday August 13 
to Friday August 17, several guests joined 
with praise teams, mime dancing and 
praise dancing. Their program included the 
R.C.W.C. Extreme Worshippers, R.C.W.C. 
Anointed Miming, Nick Miller, Charles 
Middleton and friends, Walter and Anointed 
Voices and PTBC-South Choir. There was a 
special prayer session for one female church 
member diagnosed with a tumor at the end 
of the evening, where guest ministers were 
called to pray over her and others in the 
audience who wanted prayer.

The intersection of 19th street and Kedzie 
Avenue was peaceful with the conducting of 
outside services devoted to God. Revelation 
Christian Word Center setup a tent for 
outside services in the lot on the north side 
of the Church. “-It’s time for the churches to 
get involved with the community church,” 
said Apostle Henry Petty, the new pastor 
of Revelation Christian Worship Center. 
Supporting him is a his wife Joyce Petty and 

son Henry Petty, who was the M.C. for the 
evening. “That church is doing some things 
said Kenneth Bell, a life-time resident of the 
1900 block of Troy, when asked about the 
church. 

Speaker for the service was Pastor 
Mark Henton - son of Richard D. Henton 
of Monument of Faith Church -  “He gave 
a very explosive message about making the 
shift in our community and our churches 
Services for Night Under the stars was from 
6- to 11 at night. Said Apostle Petty, People 
were coming out on their porches. “One guy 
who was selling drugs reached through the 
fence and said he needed them to pray for 
him “no one is unreachable” and pastors 
need to come out of the churches. 

Apostle Petty has some plans for the 
lots on both sides the church. He wants to 
have them asphalted for a basketball court 
to also run tournaments for youth. He has 
been seeking help to bring this vision to 
reality. Young men in the neighborhood 
have asking for a basketball court to be put 
in Douglas Park. Since the removal of the 
basketball court inside the track area for a 
football field, many of the young men in the 
area have no safe basketball court close to 
the area where they live for the sport.

Revelation Christian Worship 
Center’s” Night Under the Stars”

Why are so many Men and Women 
dealing with Health related problems? 
Are we really taking care of our bodies? 
People in some religions 
consider their bodies as Temples. 
This means that they take very good 
care of their bodies by watching 
what they put in to it, as well as 
what they put on their bodies. They 
respect their body, as a sacred place. 
Maybe there is something to this way 
of living and thinking.

So many of us, are struggling with 
obesity. Our diets are the main problem. 
Over two thirds of all Americans are 
overweight and half that number are 
obese or (dangerously overweight).

According to The Center for 
Disease Control & Prevention 
almost 20 % of American children 
are now overweight, and kids born 
in the year 2000 or later have a one 
in three chance of developing Type 2 
Diabetes in their lifetime.

This strongly suggests 
that the way we’re eating 
today actually causes disease. 
What can you do to change this?

First we need to determine the 
source of the Problem, and then 
come up with a Solution.

There are too many processed foods 
in our diets which are very unhealthy. 
Processed foods are easy to eat and 
Digest; therefore they metabolize 
more slowly and they affect your 
Blood Sugar more gradually. 
You can identify most of these Simple 
Carbohydrates by their color: White. 
White Bread, White Rice, White 
Cookies, and White Cakes are all 
included.

So, as a Solution, see your doctor 
for check-ups and advice, exercise, 
try eating wheat bread, brown rice and 
other non - white products.

There is a new tool called 
the Glycemic Index, that makes 
choosing the right kinds of 
carbohydrates much easier. 
It will tell you which foods dramatically 
affect your blood sugar level. 
If the food ranks low on the Glycemic 
Index it is a better choice of food. 
If they are ranked higher they are a 
worse choice. For more Info, visit 
WWW.GLYCEMICINDEX.COM

Let’s take better care of our bodies 
and live a more healthier lifestyle. 
Look for my article on diabetes in a 
later Issue.

WHY ARE WE SO OVERWEIGHT 
& UNHEALTHY? 

Ms. Chevette M. Conley
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WE STARCH PANTS & SHIRTS

PICK-UPS & DELIVERY

15% OFF
Drycleaning

Pre-Pay 
Cash w/ 
coupon

THE WORDS  (**) Even though intended as 
a romantic tale, “The Words” is a deceptively 
heavy- handled and ominous movie with too 
many “flips in its script” about a struggling 
writer’s resort to achieve the writer he 
feels he could be. By plagiarizing a lost 
manuscript to achieve fame and fortune that 
spins off into multi- layers of characters and 
connecting stories that will split an audience 
between speechless to ambivalent.  
        Considering the film’s shifting, structural 
presentation of the story that begins with 
Dennis Quaid in the role of Clay Hammond 
who claims to be the real author reciting his 
book with this name sake title from which 
this movie evolves from.
        Hammond begins his narrative about 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

a struggling writer, Rory Jansen (Bradley 
Cooper) who finds himself in a “Catch 22” 
situation, having written a unique manuscript 
book that is considered “unpublishable”. 
Because of his unknown status that would 
be too risky for a publisher to handle.  
         Still, Rory’s life isn’t all bad.  As 
Bradley’s character is married to Zoe 
Saldana as his sexy, hot and supportive wife, 
Dora. Saldana is one of two performances 
here that sets off the film’s dynamics well. 
         But Rory wants to be the next Ernest 
Hemingway, his unspoken literary idol that 
is referenced throughout the film, by one 
of his books, “The Sun Also Rises” about 
expatriates in Parisian 1920’s.
          Eventually, Rory is forced to ask his 
father (JK Simmons) for money who in turn 
advises his grown son to be a man and get 
a real job while putting his writing career 
on the back burner. So Rory manages to 
land a supervisor post in a publishing firm 
where wannabe writers work long enough 
for the hope and opportunity of selling their 
manuscript.
          Again, all this so far is being told and 
seen in flashback through Quaid’s character 
during an evening reading recital from his 
book. More rejections come to Rory, but 
somehow Rory manages to marry Dora and 
take her on their honeymoon in Paris. 
           Where they happen into an antique 
shop to discover an old leather attaché case 
that Dora buys from him. Later one night, 
Rory discovers a secret compartment that 
reveals an old typed out manuscript that he 
begins to read. 
          The script makes him confront the 

kind of writer with depth and meaning that 
h e wants to become but doesn’t possess in 
his unsold literary works. At the same time, 
Rory can’t get the manuscript out of his 
mind. So Rory seems to think that retyping 
the script word for word on his computer, 
might help stimulate something to make 
write better. A rather flimsy excuse to steal 
someone else’s words that happens to  seen 
by his wife, Dora thinking this is his original 
work that he needs to show his boss at the 
publishing firm where he works, who thinks  
he written “ a remarkable work of fiction”.
          Meanwhile, Hammond decides to 
take an intermission during the recital and 
check out a young grad student, Danielle 
(Olivia Wilde) as a potential one night stand 
who wants to know more about Rory and 
his outcome 
          Rory’s script gets printed into literary 
hit with numerous accolades that leads to 
the film’s other performance that makes 
a difference; played by Jeremy Irons as a 
mysterious old man who follows him one 
day to the park on Rory’s reading day. 
The old man starts off like a fan seeking at 
autograph from Jansen that later spins into 
the film’s other story set during the France-
occupied war in 1944 told by the old man. 
          Where a young soldier falls in love with 
a French woman. They marry, they have a 
baby, the baby gets sick and dies leaving the 
soldier’s wife distraught to the point leaving 
her husband alone with his thoughts that he 
writes to express himself in the manuscript 
that the soldier uses to woo his wife back. 
Only he becomes upset when she left the 

manuscript in that attaché case on the train.
          What we were led to initially believe 
was Hammond’s original manuscript to the 
book that Jansen latter plagiarized, actually 
as written by the old man who was the 
young soldier. Emotionally shaken by what 
he’s told, Rory needs to expose the truth of 
what he’s done to his wife and publisher
         Clearly, “The Words” is a movie about 
the life choices we make for better or worse 
that we have to live with. What this film 
tries to expose through its characters the 
moments that are how hard to live with t that 
no one can help you with. 
        The movie wants to be somewhat 
different with some familiar traces. While 
trying to get its audience involved in the 
characters and premise as they were with 
“The Notebook” Even though women might 
find something to theorize about. The film 
retains a curious element that is intriguing to 
watch this struggle between life and fiction 
that can come close but never connected. 
        Still, when the film comes down to 
Cooper’s character and performance; it 
doesn’t make him realize what he’s got 
all ready that matters. Instead, Rory wants 
to fulfill his personal goals by validating 
himself over his father’s words that he was 
a man by wanting the most out of his life. 
        We can understand some of the feelings 
expressed in “The Words”, but it’s the 
execution some might have trouble with that 
doesn’t leave an audience feeling satisfied 
enough. PG-13; 96min. A CBS Films 
Release – Presented at selected theaters

go first. Under the new law, the primary 
criterion for layoffs is performance. 
Starting with the 2012-2013 school year, 
CPS will use a new teacher evaluation 
system, based on the Charlotte Danielson 
framework. The rating system will take 
student achievement gains into account. 
In 5 years, student achievement will 
account for 50% of the teacher evaluation. 
While the system was developed with 
input from the Chicago Teachers Union 
(CTU), the union has not agreed to the 
assessment tool in its current format. 
They have provided counter proposals 
that will give teachers due process to 
appeal unsatisfactory ratings. There is a 
concern that teachers, particularly those 
teaching in high poverty areas, will be 
held accountable for student performance 
that is heavily impacted by socio-
economic factors over which they have 
no control. 

“We are very disturbed that the 
reforms that have taken root over the 
past few years have effectively pushed 
out veteran teachers in favor of younger 
teachers”, said Rosita Chatonda, President 
of Chicago Alliance of Urban School 
Educators (CAUSE). The educator-led 

advocacy group focuses on improving 
student outcomes and protecting the rights 
of displaced teachers. “We believe that the 
new teacher rating system could negatively 
impact experienced teachers, particularly 
African Americans who are more likely 
to work in schools located in areas of 
concentrated poverty.” Chatonda noted 
that, even before the new rating system 
goes into effect, over 70% of teachers 
receiving unsatisfactory performance 
ratings are African American. 

Chatonda agreed that school 
reform is necessary, but, she said, the 
implementation has had an adverse 
impact to African American teachers and 
students. She noted that the percentage 
of African American teachers in CPS 
dropped from 54% in the late 1990’s to 
19.6% in 2011. Between 2010 and 2011 
alone, the percentage of African American 
teachers went from 29.6% to 19.6%. 
Chatonda also said that, since 2000, CPS 
has lost over 50,000 African American 
students that cannot be accounted for in 
the transfer or dropout statistics. “We think 
we will see a greater loss next year, as a 
result of school turnarounds and closings 
and implementation of the new teacher 
evaluations”, Chatonda said. 

Another source of contention is the fact 
that the 2011 Education Reform Act was 
implemented without input from the Local 

Reform from front page

School Councils (LSC’s). By law, LSC’s are responsible 
for hiring principals, reviewing annual budgets and 
supporting the implementation of school improvement 
plans for the local schools. Changes brought about by 
SB-7, such as length of school days and year, impact 
school budgets, curriculum and school climate--all of 
which are addressed in the budget and planning process 
overseen by the LSC’s. 

“The way SB-7 was implemented shows that we 
really need an elected school board”, said Dwayne Truss, 
a West Side community activist. “We need people on the 
board who represent local communities, and will analyze 
proposals and their impact to the schools to see if they 
will add to or detract from the learning environment.” 
Truss believes that an elected school board would have 
been less likely to negotiate legislation without input 
from a broader base of stakeholders. “Our next step will 
be to educate the electorate regarding the importance of 
having an elected school board.”
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

EXTERMINATING BUSINESS, 2 flat 
Building, plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. 
Current owner will work one year with new 
owner to keep present customer base happy. 
Call 312-492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

3BDRM NORTH LAWNDALE 18th & 
Karlov, 2nd fl. Sec. 8 OK. 3bdrm , 1.5 bath, 
stove/refridgerator/heat included. 773/495-
4400

LOVELY HUGE 2 BDRM APT 
LOCATED IN NORTH LAWNDALE 
Lrg master bdrm with walk in closet, 
dishwasher, stove, fridge, washer/dryer 
hookup, cable ready, hrdwd flrs, lrg 
windows, section 8 welcome. 1300 South 
3000 West. Call Mr. Johnson for an appt. 
773-870-9993

1807 S. ST. LOUIS Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units Call 
(773)960-3817

APT FOR RENT 3 BDRM APT located 
536 N. Leclaire Near Leclaire and Ohio, 
appliances provided, Newly Renovated, 
section 8 accepted Call 708-287-0071
 2 BDRM SPACIOUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg, Garage Space available, Stove and 
refrigerator included, Garfield Park area, 
2 Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks 
from green line. Tenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

4 RM APT - 2 bdrms all utilities included, 
except cooking gas and electric, located in 
the 2300 blk of kostner. Call 773-762-2748

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

APARTMENT FOR RENT Newly 
decorated 6 rooms, 3bdrms, tenant pays 
own heat and light, 1 month rent plus 1 
month security, Rent $750 per month. Call 
773-557-9421
NORTH LANWDALE ARE. 
APTS FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage 
greystone building, newly renovated 2 
and 5 bdrm apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling 
fans and jacuzzi. Completely remodeled 
kitchen cabinets, counter tops, and 
ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent and sec. 
required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr James 
at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. Utilities includedl Men 
preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
ARE YOU A WEST SIDE COMMUNITY ACTIVIST?  You 
are if you are a social worker, organizer, teacher, health care 

worker, nurse, police officer or firefighter working to improve 
the West Side communities.  

A West Side community activist is looking for another 
compatible community activist to rent the second apartment in 
her two-flat in North Lawndale. This is a very nice apartment. 
Two bedrooms.  Completely rehabbed, including central air, 
laundry in unit, and garage parking. Three blocks from the 

Kedzie Pink Line stop, one block from the 10th District police 
station. Call (773) 620-4986.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 1007 N. 
Harding 5rm 2bdrm  apt. 1st fl. Laundry on 
premesis, stove included, carpeted, close to 
CTA and schools. $750/mo plus security. 
Tenant pays utilities. Quiet building, 
mature adults preferred. NO PETS Call 
773/732-8615 or 773/637-3712 

ROOM FOR RENT  $425.00  West 
Douglas Blvd. 3rd fl., cable & furniture 
included. Call Felicia Wade at 773-521-
9339

APARTMENT FOR RENT 1108 S. California. 3 bdrm apt. near Roosevelt and California. 
Utilities are not included. $875Call 773/317-4487

WE WILL BUY YOUR HOUSE CASH 
AND CLOSE QUICK. Any condition. We 
also sell homes at discounted prices. We 
also help our private investors earn passive 
income or grow their money exponentially. 
To learn more:Call me now at 773-934-
3706 or Email me at eswamb@yahoo.com.

HOMES FOR 
CASH

LEGAL NOTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to the 
use of an Assumed Business Name in 
conduct or transaction of Business in the 
State,” as amended, that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned with the 
County Clerk of Cook County under 
file No. D12131391 on August 14, 2012 
under the Assumed Name of  Rivers 
Publishing Company with the business 
located 2948 W. Madison, Chicago, IL 
60612. The true name and residence 
address of the owner is Stephen A. 
Garner, 2 Ava Court, Bolingbrook, IL 
60440.

necessary.  All hands should be 
on deck to combat the violence on 
the Westside and the Southside. 
He has an army of people that can 
show a presence of concern. So I 
think it’s great,” stated 10th District 
State Rep LaShawn K. Ford. 

Ald. Chandler is supporting 
an initiative called the “ALL 
IN” strategy to bring community 
residents, organizations and key 
stakeholders together to help 
address the increasing incident of 
violence within the 24th Ward. 
“The “ALL IN” seeks to have 
everyone involved in dealing 
with the issue of violence in our 
community,” stated Alderman 
Chandler. No one can solve this 
issue alone. We want to teach our 
children about conflict resolution 
strategies so they can learn to 
resolve issues without resorting 
to violence. It is my hope that this 
initiative can be used as a catalyst 
to bring all the people of the 
24th Ward together to reduce the 
violence in our community.”

For more information on the 
“ALL IN” initiative and how you 
can become involved in this effort, 
please contact Alderman Michael 
D. Chandler’s office at (773) 533-
2400.

Action from front page

ROOMS FOR RENT 1420 S. Avers (Male 
Only) call Barbara Johnson 312-864-0412

LEARN HOW TO USE 
AND RECEIVE A FREE 

REFURBISHED COMPUTER
ConneCted LivinG ComPuter traininG Comes 

to strateGiC human serviCes.
free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a week  

for 2 hours

100% attendanCe required to reCeive a free 
ComPuter

aLso you must show Proof that you reCentLy 
reCeived broadband or just PurChased it

refurbished ComPuters avaiLabLe

 whiLe suPPLies Last - must be 18 years or 
oLder

free ComPuter traininG even if not 
quaLified for free ComPuter.

CaLL for CLass hours and detaiLs

reGistrations are oPen to the PubLiC

CLasses for seniors - CLasses for younG 
aduLts - CLasses for veterans

no ComPuter knowLedGe neCessary

(312)492-9090
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

II


