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Anyone familiar with the 
history of west side neighborhoods 
are probably well aware of the key 
role North Lawndale has played in 
the development of Chicago as a 
successful international city.  There 
have been many high lights in 
North Lawndale’s storied history, 
and one of the most brightest of 
all has been the establishment and 
development of North Lawndale 
College Prep (NLCP) School.  

On Saturday, September 22nd, 
NLCP held a special alumni dinner 
at Pompeii’s restaurant on Taylor 
Street, to celebrate the 10 year 
anniversary of the school’s first 
graduating class in 2002.  While 
not all members of the 70-plus 
2002 class were on hand, there 
were enough to constitute a good 

On Saturday, September 22nd, 
the Better Boys Foundation of 
North Lawndale added more than 
$2,000 to its operating budget 
thanks in part to some supporters 
who love to knit.  On that Saturday 
for more than four hours, over 30 
people participated in the BBF 
inaugural “KnitIN”, a special fund 
raiser, the first ever of its kind for 
that organization.  

Coordinated through the 
efforts of Erin Nixon, a professional 
artist who oversees the knitting 
program at the BBF, the fund raiser 
included 26 adults, four youths and 
one lone male at the organization’s 
center located at 1512 S. Pulaski 
Road.  Knitters received a monetary 
pledge from supporters for each 
row they knitted.  

Participants, who were all 
local residents and included 
members of the Windy City 
Knitting Guild, El Stitch y 
Bitch, and KnitLab AB students.  
Mary Visconti, BBF CEO, also 
participated, along with two other 

north LawndaLe CoLLeGe PreP   aLumni suPPer 
David Tenorio

representation of that first ever 
senior graduating class.  NLCP 
staff, former employees and alumni 
gathered to eat, reminisce and 
check on the status of their former 
classmates.  Four members of the 
graduating class, Cassandra Horn, 
Joseph Berry, Jerry Banks and 
Nitame Thomas    

Cassandra Horn, a former 
cheerleader, obtained her undergrad 
degree from Aurora University, met 
and married her husband Marcus, 
had a baby and currently works 
as a staff accountant for Navistar, 
Inc., in Lisle, IL.  Ms. Horn credits 
NLCP as forming the driving factor 
for her success today.  “I definitely 
think my time at NLCP shaped 
part of who I am today, “she said.  
“I had an amazing math teacher, 

Ms. Puljic, and that was definitely 
where my passion for numbers 
comes from and why I decided to 
pursue a career in accounting.”

Nitane Thomas, who flew 
in from San Diego, California, 
specifically to attend the alumni 
dinner, also shares Cassandra’s 
recognition of how NLCP also shaped 
his future.  Since graduation, Nitane, 
who was elected class president 
during his freshman year, served nine 
years on active duty with the U.S. 
Navy, has travelled the world, earned 
a B.S. in Financial Management 
from National University, and is 
currently attending grad school 
in pursuit of his MBA.    He has 
started two businesses, Telecom and 
Energy Industry CAN.  “I credit my 

BETTER BOYS FOUNDATION  FUNDRAISER
David Tenorio

monthly mini fundraisers for each 
of the BBF’s LAB programs in 
addition to our annual fundraiser 
in June.”  The finished knit product 
will be displayed in the BBF main 
center.

experience at NLCP as contributing 
a great deal to my business acumen 
and entrepreneurial ambitions since 
having graduated from there in 
2002,” Nitane said.

Jerry Banks, who was a dual 
sport student member (basketball 
and cross country), went on to attend 
Trinity International University 
where he obtained his Bachelor’s 
with a major in education.  Even 
though he appreciated most of his 
teachers and fellow students at 
NLCP, it wasn’t until he entered 
college that he believes he started 
to fully mature and become the 
socially concerned individual 
he now is.  A current resident of 
Waukegan, Jerry devotes most of 
his time now to helping others as 
a full time employee for the North 
Chicago Community Partners, a 
not for profit located in Waukegan.

Joseph Berry was a “whirl 
wind” type of student while at 
NLCP and continued in this manner 
following graduation in 2002.  
Joseph was involved with peer 
mediation, student government and 
was on the basketball, track and 
cross country teams.  

Since graduation, Berry 
attended SIU, worked at NLCP 
with the Free Spirit Media, 
started his own company, filmed a 
documentary on NLCP, launched 
a website, led a media run off in 
the most recent Chicago mayoral 
election, has made hundreds of 
film pieces, participated in political 
campaigns, and has been involved 
with CeaseFire, Race23, the 

Humane Society and was made 
a partner to Cinespace studios in 
Chicago.  Berry has been married 
for three years, has one son and 
another baby on the way.  

“I can’t help but believe that 
NLCP helped to determine what 
kind of person I turned out to be,” 
Berry said.  “They gave me the 
training, confidence, assurance, 
opened doors for me to get into 
places and see things I might never 
have otherwise, and they caught me 
when I stumbled and put be back 
on the right path.”

John Horan, president of NLCP, 
was on hand to greet his former 
students at the alumni dinner and 
had nothing but positive comments 
for the 2002 graduating class.  “I am 
so proud of what our students have 
done with their lives since leaving 
NLCP”, Horan said.  “I was Dean of 
Students when they attended NLCP 
so I was very aware of what every 
member of the senior class was 
doing at all times, and they were a 
fantastic bunch of kids.”

“This was the right bunch of 
kids at the right time,” he continued.  
“They took a risk and believed in 
us and attended NLCP when we 
first started up and they have done 
enormously well with their lives 
since graduation.  I’m so proud of 
what they accomplished with their 
lives and I am also so very proud 
of the staff and teachers at NLCP 
that also helped in preparing and 
pushing these students to become 
so very successful following 
graduation.”

Members of the first graduating class at North Lawndale College Prep (Class 
of 2002) include (from left), Cassandra Horn, Joseph Berry, Jerry Banks and 
Nitane.

Michelle Hendry, (left) Director of 
Development at North Lawndale 
College Prep, greets returning 
2002 graduate Joseph Berry during 
the Alumni Dinner at Pompeii’s 
Restaurant on Saturday, September 
22.

Erin Nixon (right) event director for the BBF KnitIN fundraiser, enjoys the 
company of Michael Lopez, the only male supporter to participate in the first 
ever event on Saturday, September 22nd.

Mary Visconti, (right) CEO of the 
Better Boys Foundation, discusses 
the fine art of knitting during the 
KnitIN fund raiser event held on 
Saturday, September 22nd with 
local supporters Lauren Young 
(left) and Lillian Fleming (center).

board members.  Because of the 
success of the KnitIN, this has 
been added to the annual BBF 

fund raiser calendar according to 
Ms. Nixon.

“We are going to make the 
KnitIN a yearly event because of 
the success of the first one,” Ms. 
Nixon said.  “We also have similar 

19th & Troy 
Block Club & 

Barbecue
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is 
to help inform our community on resources, events, 
and issues relevant to them and our neighboring com-
munities. Our community includes those who live, 
work, worship in, and/or care about North Lawndale. 
Our focus is on positive, productive solutions, that will 
improve the lifestyle of our community members. 

Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Darren Tillis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 
Former Founding Board Director: Larry Leonard, Rev. Vivian Lewis
Advisory Board: 

Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, , Da-
vid Schultz, Mary Moran, David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: 
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth, 
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Gregory Patterson, Melna Allen, 
Denzelle Gresham, Robert Williams, and Chris Lewis 
distributed weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 
potential readers throughout North and South Lawndale, 
East and West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and 
the Near West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 

$140.00 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the 
dedicated work and support of the community, and was also 
made possible with grants from The Steans Family Foundation, 
AfterSchool Matters, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, and 
contributions from our community, advertisers, and readers. The 
North Lawndale Community News was started with a grant from 
the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now known as the 
Small Grants Human Development Corporation, and the Steans 
Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: Every 3rd Thursday 

of the Month
Free Training in Community Journalism!

News Literacy
You Should Know It First!

For More Information
Call 312-492-9090

Black & White Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White Copies - 10 cents Each
Color Prints - 35 cents each

Color Copies - 35 cents Each copy

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL
312 492-9090
1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203
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24TH WARD 
BUSINESSES!!! 

DON’T MISS 
OPPORTUNITY

TO SECURE YOUR 
EMPOWERMENT ZONE 
FEDERAL TAX CREDITS

 

As Alderman of the 24th 
Ward I want to make sure you 
are aware of the opportunity 
to secure your Empowerment 
Zone Federal tax credits. These 
credits can translate directly 
into a tax refund, but you must 
act soon as time is running 
out. Don’t permit your credit 
dollars to go unclaimed. 

I encourage you to take 
advantage of this Federal 
tax credit and tax refund 
opportunity. It is money that 
belongs to you as a business 
owner operating in the 
Empowerment Zone. In these 

challenging economic times, 
this opportunity should not be 
missed. You may be able to put 
money in your pocket that you 
didn’t even know was available 
to you.

It is so easy and requires 
little of your time. You can 
realize the cash benefits while 
staying focused on your 
business. Though the EZ/RC 
program has ended, you are still 
eligible to receive a tax refund. 
Even small to midsize business 
can obtain credits that represent 
thousands of dollars of cash.

I will be working with 
local business development 
organizations to make more 
local businesses aware of this 
opportunity. Representatives 
from firms that can provide 
technical assistance in helping 
businesses take advantage of 
this opportunity will be available 
to answer questions and to see 
whether the opportunity is 

available for your 
business. 

We have 
identified that there 
are more than 250 
businesses in the 24th 
ward that may be 
eligible for these tax 
credits and many, 
if not most, are not 
even aware of the 
opportunity. That is 
why I am reaching 
out to you with this 
information. Act 
now. 

For more 
information on 
this program and 
how you can 
access its benefits, 
please contact my 
Community Service 
Office at (773) 533-
2400.  
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BUILDING COMMUNITY 
THROUGH CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Anyone who lives in North Lawndale 
knows firsthand that life here is a struggle. Our 
unemployment rate of over 17% is more than 
twice the national average.  This does not include 
discouraged workers or those who are unable to 
work. About 40% of the population lives below 
poverty levels. Two of our police districts rank 
among the top in the city with respect to crime. 
Many of our schools are under-utilized, under- 
resourced and under-performing.  As a result, 
they are first in line to be closed, turned around 
and otherwise de-stabilized.  At times, it seems 
that some of our elected officials are unwilling 
take the bold actions that are necessary to bring 
about the necessary changes that will create a 
sustainable community.  Most importantly, we 
as citizens have not done everything that we 
need to do to make our community a community 
of choice.  Our conversations often reveal a 
negative community image with little hope for 
improvement.

I can remember a conversation I had with my 
mentor, Brenetta Howell Barrett, a few years back. 
I was complaining about the state of affairs in the 
community.  She told me, “You can’t change that 
which you don’t engage”.  That brought me back 
real quick.  We can complain all we want, but that 
gets us nowhere. If we want to see our community 
developed to be everything it can be, we have to 
be involved. We can develop community needs 
assessments and plans to address the needs, but it 
is all in vain without civic engagement.

Civic engagement or civic participation is 
a series of actions taken on by an individual or 
group to address issues of public concern. Civic 
engagement refers to a broad range of activities, 
including individual volunteerism or activism, 
organizational involvement and participation in 
elections. It can include efforts to directly address 
an issue, work with others in a community to 
solve a problem or interact with the institutions 
of representative democracy. Another way of 
describing this concept is the sense of personal 
responsibility individuals should feel to uphold 
their obligations as part of any community. 
(Wikipedia 2012)

Community Engagement Assessment
How engaged are you in the civic affairs of 

your community?  Read the statements below 
and respond “Yes” or “No”. Give yourself 10 
points for every “Yes” response. Add your points.  
The maximum number of points you can get 
is 150.  The closer you are to 150 points, the 
more engaged you are in the civic affairs of the 
community.

1. I share information about jobs and 
public services with youth hanging on the corners, 
seniors and other people in need of help.  ___Yes  
___No

2. I attend at least one community 
meeting once a month. (ie, CAPS, LSC, report 
card pickup, child-parent conference, block club, 
local church, community based organization) 
___Yes  ___No

3. I have participated in a public planning 
process, given my opinion in a survey about 
issues that affect the community, written a letter 
to the editor of a local newspaper or participated 
in an interview in an effort to raise awareness and 
provide solutions to community problems.    ___
Yes  ___No

4. I hold an office in my block club, 
church or community based organization.         ___
Yes  ___No

5. I have worked with an organization to 
host a public meeting to share resources, hold 
elected officials accountable or explain public 
policy within the past year.           ___Yes  ___No

6. I am a registered voter, and I participate 
in state, federal and city elections on a regular 
basis. ___Yes  ___No

7. I have been in contact with an elected 
official by phone, fax or e-mail to voice my 
concerns about an issue or to encourage his/her 
work within the past 2 months. ___Yes  ___No

8. I follow my elected officials’ actions 
and votes.  I know when they skip key votes, miss 
meetings and create policies that are not in the 
best interest of the community. ___Yes  ___No

See Blocks page 7
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Dear Reader:      
      Isaac Lewis, Executive Director 
 

It has been 12 years, since the first issue of the North Lawndale 
Community News was published in October of 1999. Thanks to the hard 
work of our staff and the generosity of donors like you, it appears at 
your home and at drop sites every week with good news about the 
community, advice you can use to improve your life, and columns that 
allow neighbors to voice their concerns. But the newspaper and the 
organization behind it, Strategic Human Services, are about more than 
getting out the news. Strategic Human Services is about people who are 
helping to transform the community, one life and one business at a time. 

The efforts of SHS have been possible because of supporters like 
you.  You are valuable to us.  Your support not only helps us pay the 
expenses we incur to help the people who need it most, but it also 
inspires us.  Your support lets us know you care about our struggle, 
people with little resources who struggle to improve their lives in spite 
of poverty and/or other barriers. 

The work we do is measured by success of the youth and adults we 
serve. Assisting them on their way to high school, college, employment, 
and achieving or maintaining independent productive lives is our chief 
goal.  SHS is a place where community youth learn, while being safe, 

and adults also get the help they need whether its job training, energy 
assistance or other resources. 

Just as the organization provides opportunities for expression and 
accomplishment for these individuals, it offers hope and power to the 
many in the underserved communities on the West side of Chicago. 
Here people can share their ideas, find out about services and businesses 
in their area, and participate in the revitalization of our community. 

Please consider what this newspaper means to the community and 
to you and make a donation of at least $10, $20, $50, $100 or more 
today! If you would like to support us with less than these amounts, 
please do so also. We know that many small amounts add up to larger 
amounts. We would greatly appreciate any amount that you can 
contribute for the betterment of our communities and keeping alive a 
vital community resource, community news. We are a 501C3 Tax 
Exempt organization and your donations are tax deductible. May God 
Bless Your Blessing! 
Sincerely, 

    Isaac Lewis, Jr. 
    Executive Director, Strategic Human Services 
    Publisher, North Lawndale Community News 

Strategic Human Services 
The North Lawndale Community News 
1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203 
Chicago Illinois, 60608 
Tel. (312) 492-9090 Fax. (312) 492-7162 
www.nlcn.org /isaacl@nlcn.org 
 

I want to support Strategic Human Service and 

North Lawndale Community News by donating 

$10_____ $20_____$50_____$100____ Other______ 

Please Send to  
Strategic Human Services 
The North Lawndale Community News 
1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203 
Chicago Illinois, 60608 
or Donate by credit card  
by phone 312-492-9090 
or our website www.nlcn.org 

changes they are trying to make on their 
block at 19th and St. Louis she said " 
with cooperation things can get better." 
With the help of the Police things seem 
to get better in the area much faster!"

The Block Clubs have held Prayer 
Vigils, Smoke - Outs, Block Club 
meetings, and Church Services.

They've done A lot to keep the 
Neighborhood clean as you can see, 
from the Photos.

Let's all pitch in and help keep our 
Neighborhoods and Communities Safe 
and Clean Environments, it takes all of 
our Efforts!

Ald. Chandler and Vance HenryYouth and Adults residents enjoying troy block club picnic  
(Beverly Tinsley in dk USMC sweatshirt)

On Saturday September 14th The 
Police Officers of the 10th District Police 
Dept. Held a Picnic in the Community 
for the Residents of the 24th WARD.

The Picnic & Barbeque was held on 
the Block of 19th and TROY.

This was a Celebration for the 
work and efforts of everyone in The 
Block Club including the Officers who 
conducted a STING to rid the area of the 
DRUGS and DRUG Dealers.

There is a Block Club that meets 
On the last MONDAY of every month, 
to discuss changes and come up with 
solutions to maintaining their safety and 
security on their Block. Also ways to 
keep it clean.

19th & Troy Block Club & Barbecue
Chevette M. Conley

Alderman MICHAEL CHANDLER 
of the 24th ward was in attendance To 
support everyone's efforts and success.

Also in attendance was:
The President of The Block CLUB,  

Ms. Beverly Tinsley, The Secretary 
Barbara Holman, Pastor Fluker, 
many Uniformed Officers, & The 
Commander/ Director of CAPS Mr. 
RONALD HOLT,.

Also on hand was Mr. Vance Henry 
the Mayor's Director of Safe Based 
Outreach Programs.

 As well as, The Mayor's Deputy, 
Felica Davis she was very pleasant 
While giving me Information on the 
progress of the Community.

Alderman Chandler Spoke to 
me about Future Projects for the 
Surrounding Communities, which 
sounds very promising.

There were a number of children  
And other visitors who attended the 
celebration. They enjoyed Food, 

Hot Dogs, Burgers), snacks,cakes 
cold drinks etc. There was Music and 
dancing. It was a beautiful evening of 
PEACE and enjoyment in a renewed 
community.

The Officers  Their Commander, 
and everyone seem to be having a 
greattime!

Ms. Harris of The Block Club on 
19th and St. Louis informed me of the 

10th  District, Police Commander Maria Pena (right of photo) with 
fellow officers at troy block club picnic 
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WE STARCH PANTS & SHIRTS

PICK-UPS & DELIVERY

15% OFF
Drycleaning

Pre-Pay 
Cash w/ 
coupon

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

LOOPER (***1/2)  In the near future, year 
2044; time travel would be possible thirty years 
later. The mob seems to run the country over the 
government. As they retain the services of what are 
called “Loopers”, the definition for hired assassins 
with blunder busses rifles assigned to ”take out the 
future’s garbage’ that the mob consider their  rivals 
who have access to time travel. When it’s only 
been created and available on the black market and 
considered illegal. This begins a unique scenario 
that sounds like futuristic Prohibition, much like 
booze and drug during their days.
             A year in movies that is already on the fast 
track, Joseph Gordon- Levitt continues his streak of 
roles as one of these “labeled” killers for hire. Joe 
has been readily doing his “hit jobs” and has been 
extremely well rewarded with silver and gold bars 
that he squirrels away in his loft. Joe practices his 
French with plans toward an early retirement that 
would lead to relocating to Paris. Or as forecasted 
by his syndicate chief and hired shifter, Abe (Jeff 
Daniels) suggesting Shanghai, instead. 
            Because Joe is not intending to be like 
most “loopers” who live in the moment and stay too 
long. Until the mob orders the younger looper to 
“close the loop” by awaiting the arrival and  killing 
their older self that has a different agenda  in the 
future that alters the future they  escape from that 

could interfere with the Mob. Sort of like “Back to 
the Future” with hit men.
             This example is played out in the film 
when Joe’s best friend and fellow looper, Seth (Paul 
Dano) allows his older self to escape his ordered 
termination.  On the run from his fellow “loopers” 
like his older self, Seth seeks refuge from Joe.
             Not a good idea since Seth disrupts Joe’s 
retirement plans that are prioritized on the money 
over friendship. Still, Joe reluctantly hides Seth 
under the floor with his silver and gold bars. But 
Joe can’t put up much resistance or risk against the 
other loopers who bring both back but separately to 
their boss, Abe (Jeff Daniels) who expresses a cold 
bloodedness underneath his beard and demeanor.
            Meanwhile, in a disturbing death scene, the 
older Seth trying to hop onto a freight train  reacting 
to the sudden body parts disappearance to reflect 
the unseen sadistic torture being administrated on 
the younger Seth off-screen to both demise.
            Appearing almost midway in the film, 
the older Joe played by grizzled Bruce Willis in his 
usual tough guy mold shows a tender side trying 
to change his fate. After watching the love of his 
life die. When he  had the chance to strangle a 
baby  with a particular birthdate and mythology 
that later would become a mysterious, seemingly 
unstoppable creep  known  only as “the Rainmaker” 
who has risen to power as an adult who later is send 
out by the Mob as insurance to terminate both Joes.
            Trying to make up for a mistake, Willis’ Joe 
has taken a single minded approach to executing 10 
yr olds. After Levitt’s Joe fails to kill his older self 
that punches his lights out. 
           The younger Joe begins a quest to track down 
his older self, but not before a romantic possibility. 
When he befriends a single mother, Sara (Emily 
Blunt) living in an isolated Kansas farmhouse with 
his son, Cid (Pierce Gagnon) cut off from modern 
civilization.
            The movie begins to lag in its center, but 

regains momentum by tying together its loose ends 
that leads a dazzling confrontational finale between 
the two Joes over the survival and intentions of a 
very mom-protective boy, Cid who appears to be a 
TK (telekinetic) freak with insurmountable abilities 
that the older Joe believes is a threat that needs to 
destroyed. 
             While a conflicted younger Joe eventually 
sees only a mother and her child that leads to the 
only thing he can do save them.
             Writer-director Rian Johnson’s “Looper” is 
one of those “must-see” movies you’ll want to see 
more than once to pick up on the nuances that might 
have been overlooked initially. It is a clever movie 
that blends several elements that we’ve seen before 
in time travels movies like 1979’s Time aftertime” 
and horror films like 1976’s “Carrie” and spin 
something fresh and entertaining. “Looper” is quite 
the thinking man’s science fiction action thriller that 
is destined for cult status followers and theorizers 
to mull over its inner meanings and symbolic 
references.
              Hopefully, “Looper” will be left to stand 
on its own. A crafty well written film noir with its 
own sci-fi sensibilities, and create its own cinematic 
mystique without being commercialized into a 
movie franchise that this film is bound to warrant 
from the box office success and sensation it’s going 
to achieve. 
              After gaining my attention  from his 
underrated 2005debut feature “Brick”( also with 
Joseph Gordon –Levitt); Johnson really steps up 
his game in grand style with high caliber action 
sequences and intricate characters that balances out 
this thoughtful , inventive and visually stunning 
movie that is quite a time twister and mind bender 
all-in-one. R; 119min. A Tri-Star Picture Release 
– Presented at selected theaters       
WON’T BACK DOWN (***) Timely and 
poignant, powerful and disturbing as it is political 
in its obstruction of our children’s’ education in 
a failing school system and the contractual union 
agreement that protects the bad teachers along with 
the interactive and concerned good teacher. “
         Won’t Back Down” echoes the same concerns 
that were first ignited in Davis Guggenheim’ 
stirring 2010 documentary film, “Waiting for 
Superman” with some of the underdog spirit and 
anger of 1989’s “Lean On Me” 
         Still on its s own merit and like the documentary 
“Won’t Back Down” shows there is enough blame 
to go around There are villains are both sides of the 
fence. While this film weights in by playing more 
to our emotions than our intellect on this social 
dilemma.
         Inspired by actual events, the film opens at John 
Adams Elementary school; where a little girl, Malia 
(Emily Alyn Lind) stands before her impatient and 
bored classmates; trying to read what’s on the 
backboard when she can’t for her discerned and 
insensitive teacher.
         Malia’s mother and single parent, Jaime 
Fitzpatrick (Maggie Gyllenhaal) already knows and 
has grown frustrated along with her child by being 
placed in a classroom with a teacher whose only 
concern is her pay check.
         Jaime is determined not to have her daughter 
suffer the same fate she did. Just as her secretarial 
job at a local auto dealership cuts her work hours.  
Unable to please her case at her job and his 
daughter’s concerns with the school officials.
         The mother happens to check out from her 
daughter’s classroom, another class with a more 
involved and passionate teacher at work with her 
class, Nona Alberts (Viola Davis) who has her 
personal problems with her mental impaired son, 

Cody (Dante 
Brown) that is 
beginning to 
put a strain on 
her marriage 
to husband, 
Charlie (Lance 
Reddick) And has 
professionally 
conflicts with her 
principal (Bill 
Nunn) about her 
moral stanza that 
he thinks she’s 
after her job.
         Eventually, 
each mother tries 
to get their child 
into a special 
charter school, 
Rosa Parks 
E l e m e n t a r y 
run by activist 
and principal 

Thompson (Ving Rhames in an all too brief role 
appearance). Their children like many others in 
attendance with their parents in almost a game 
show atmosphere, are forced to compete for entry 
with only 40 seats available for the 300 registered to 
the school through their lottery ball system. 
         Naturally, Jaime and Nona’s children are 
not selected from the school’s lottery system. 
Then soon after, Jaime learns about ‘the fail safe 
law” where teachers and parents can turn a school 
around and seeks out Nona’s help 
         After all, Nona is the insider who knows 
compared to Jaime who’s just beginning to learn 
what they are both up against. When they join 
forces, share ideas and physically and mentally 
weigh through the school system’s bureaucracy and 
paper work that intends to discourage more than 
encourage
         Bureaucratic obstacles are continuously 
thrown at these two determined women that boils 
down to a council vote on their petition that would 
either approve or not their charter school plan that 
becomes threatened over a Jaime’s flipping the 
numbers in their budget and Nona’s disclosure of 
Cody’s mental condition came from car accident 
with his mother. 
         Without preaching out loud to its audience, 
There is a lot to be debated artistically along with 
social moral concerns that are offered in this 
movie that marches the strong performances led 
by Davis’s complex role compared to Gyllenhaal’ s 
unwavering yet overwhelmed character, each merit  
Oscar’s attention
          As co-writer-director Daniel Barnz simplifies 
the dilemma that avoid being as deep as it could 
have been. “Won’t Back Down” , like the 
aforementioned  documentary is another starting 
point to debate the issues and concerns that are 
suppose to be achieving a better educational system 
for our children that is a lot harder to achieve 
because of the years before that have created 
ideologies and regulations between management 
and union to benefit their concerns.
       Even while “Won’t Back Down” has good 
intentions by taking a definitive side to this dilemma, 
which follows on the heels of the Chicago teachers 
strike. This is a debate that doesn’t and shouldn’t 
stop there. 
PG; 121min. A 20th Century Fox Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA (**)  There isn’t 
much here for anyone, young or old to sink their 
teeth into this rather bland animated offering that 
fails to be funny and/or inventive enough with its 
humor, characters and situations spawn from its 
story premise
         Adam Sandler lends a typical vocal 
impersonation of the Prince of Darkness as a 
widowed and overprotective, control freak “family 
ghoul” devoted to keeping his daughter, Mavis 
(Selena Gomez) safe from human exposure forever. 
         Dracula builds an obstacle course that fronts 
his hotel resort castle to invite his monster friends in 
and keep humans out.  The single parent ghoul plans 
a monster mash gala to celebrate his daughter’s 
coming-out 118th birthday. The entry age for a 
vampire girl to check out the world to experience 
new things and find friends her age. 
          But this film puts too much of its burden 
on Dracula’s overprotective stanza that should 
have launched this movie, instead of handicaps 
itself. When the movie should have been brimming 
with amusing ideas, witty humor and pop culture 
references. 
         When the arrival of the entire old school movie 
monsters gather and are re-imaged from a married 
Werewolf (Steve Bucemi) strapped to an unruly 
liter to a soul-less mummy (Cee-Lo Green) and a 
still fire phobic Frankenstein (Kevin James) with 
some domestic demeanor. Their input yields very 
little amusing results throughout the film.  
          Hoping to venture out into the night on 
her own during the party in her honor. Mavis is 
surprised by her father’s permission. Unaware that 
when Mavis travels to a nearby village. It’s really a 
mock town designed by her father and inhabited by 
his servants posing as hateful, pitchfork wielding 
humans that frightens her back home, to make her 
believe her father was right all along.
           Until, a nerdy backpacking, American 
teenager, Jonathan (Andy Samberg) manages to 
wander undetected into the monster party that 
Dracula has to try to do everything in his power to 
keep his daughter from having her own “Twilight” 
moment.  While Dracula is forced to put the intruder 
in disguise as an assistant party planner to hide his 
true identity to his monsters who want to “party 
down” than be judgmental like their uptight host.
           The framework of this premise has potential, 
but suffers from its execution.  While veteran toon 
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

EXTERMINATING BUSINESS, 2 flat 
Building, plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. 
Current owner will work one year with new 
owner to keep present customer base happy. 
Call 312-492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

3BDRM NORTH LAWNDALE 18th & 
Karlov, 2nd fl. Sec. 8 OK. 3bdrm , 1.5 bath, 
stove/refridgerator/heat included. 773/495-
4400

1807 S. ST. LOUIS Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units Call 
(773)960-3817

APT FOR RENT 3 BDRM APT located 
536 N. Leclaire Near Leclaire and Ohio, 
appliances provided, Newly Renovated, 
section 8 accepted Call 708-287-0071
 2 BDRM SPACIOUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg, Garage Space available, Stove and 
refrigerator included, Garfield Park area, 
2 Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks 
from green line. Tenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

APARTMENT FOR RENT Newly 
decorated 6 rooms, 3bdrms, tenant pays 
own heat and light, 1 month rent plus 1 
month security, Rent $750 per month. Call 
773-557-9421
NORTH LANWDALE ARE. 
APTS FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage 
greystone building, newly renovated 2 
and 5 bdrm apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling 
fans and jacuzzi. Completely remodeled 
kitchen cabinets, counter tops, and 
ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent and sec. 
required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr James 
at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.

ROOMS FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
ARE YOU A WEST SIDE COMMUNITY ACTIVIST?  You are 
if you are a social worker, organizer, teacher, health care worker, 

nurse, police officer or firefighter working to improve the West Side 
communities.  

A West Side community activist is looking for another compatible 
community activist to rent the second apartment in her two-flat 

in North Lawndale. This is a very nice apartment. Two bedrooms.  
Completely rehabbed, including central air, laundry in unit, and 

garage parking. Three blocks from the Kedzie Pink Line stop, one 
block from the 10th District police station. Call (773) 620-4986.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 1007 N. 
Harding 5rm 2bdrm  apt. 1st fl. Laundry on 
premesis, stove included, carpeted, close to 
CTA and schools. $750/mo plus security. 
Tenant pays utilities. Quiet building, 
mature adults preferred. NO PETS Call 
773/732-8615 or 773/637-3712 

ROOM FOR RENT  $425.00  West 
Douglas Blvd. 3rd fl., cable & furniture 
included. Call Felicia Wade at 773-521-
9339

APARTMENT FOR RENT 1108 S. 
California. 3 bdrm apt. near Roosevelt 
and California. Utilities are not included. 
$875Call 773/317-4487

WE WILL BUY YOUR HOUSE CASH 
AND CLOSE QUICK. Any condition. We 
also sell homes at discounted prices. We 
also help our private investors earn passive 
income or grow their money exponentially. 
To learn more:Call me now at 773-934-
3706 or Email me at eswamb@yahoo.com.

HOMES FOR 
CASH

ROOMS FOR RENT 1420 S. Avers (Male 
Only) call Barbara Johnson 312-864-0412

5RM 2BDRM APT. 1st fl. Laundry on 
premises, stove included, carpeted, close 
to CTA and schools. $800/mo plus security. 
Tenant pays utilities.  Quiet building, 
mature adults preferred. NO PETS Call                     
312-719-1087

2 BDRM APT FOR RENT Beautiful, 
newly remodeled 2 bdrm for rent at 1455 
S. Avers. Stove, refrigerator and heat 
included.$825/mo Call 773/792-1608

9. I know which elected 
officials representing North Lawndale 
have paid staff and keep office hours 
and which ones do not. ___Yes  ___No

10. I have worked on political 
campaigns or circulated petitions or 
written letters to raise awareness of 
issues within the past year. ___Yes  
___No

11. I have participated in at least 
one community service project within 
the past 3 months.       ___Yes  ___No

12. I have participated 
in fundraising activities for an 
organization, church or cause within 
the past year. ___Yes  ___No

13. I report crime when I see it; 
assist victims of accidents and report 
lost or stolen items.         ___Yes  ___No

Blocks from page 4
creator/animator and former Chicago 
resident Gendy Tartakovsky is brought 
on board to salvage this project 
            Considering his strong credentials 
that were responsible for “Dexter’s 
Laboratory” and “Samurai Jack” on 
Cartoon Network. Tartakovsky tries to 
make the best with what he’s got 
to work with for his theatrical t 
animation debut here. 
            His efforts seems 
hampered by the limitations in 
this “zing”-less script that even 
Tartakovsky’s rapid fire sight 
gags and facial expression stares 
that are a homage to animator 
Tex Avery and a hint of those 
1940’s Warner Bros. cartoons 
are not suffice to resurrect the 
proceedings with enough energy 
and attitude. 
             A little comedic edge 
might have helped beyond some 

Beautiful North Lawndale  2-Unit – $175,000
WelWell kept 2 Unit was converted to single  family, 

can be  converted back to original use . 5 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, full basement, natural wood 

trim throughout, hard wood flooring, enclosed 
rear porch, gorgeous landscaping with fruit tree  
in yard.  For more  details call Jacque line  Pointer, 

Managing Broker at 773-391-3651

North Lawndale  2 Unit – 167,250
Brick 2 Unit, 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1 Bedroom unit 

in basement, additional lot with 2 car garage, 
fruit and pecan trees, included in the  sale . 

Sold “As Is”   
For more  details call 

Jacqueline  Pointer, Managing Broker Jacqueline  Pointer, Managing Broker 
at 773-391-3651

2311 S. Kostner 2317 S. Kostner

14. I mentor youth or ex-
offenders;  visit the sick and shut in at 
home or nursing homes or share my 
time and skills helping develop others.  
___Yes  ___No

15. I do my part to keep my 
block clean, including cleaning up 
after my dog, sweeping streets, picking 
up trash and shoveling snow.  ___Yes  
___No

How many points did you get?  
What areas do feel you need to improve 
upon?  What are you committed to 
doing to improve your score?  Most 
importantly, what are you willing to do 
to improve our community?

Please, feel free to write a letter 
to the editor of the North Lawndale 
News, or e-mail me at consulting@
valeriefleonard.com to share ideas, 
and tell about your civic engagement 
efforts. 

Valerie F. Leonard works 
with local organizations to create 
sustainable communities through 
technical assistance, specialized 
workshops and special projects. 
Visit Valeriefleonard.com for more 
information. This article is archived at 
Valeriefleonard.com (blog page) and 
Nlcn.org.  

brief toilet humor like the werewolf’s 
rebellious brood’s behavior on the 
furniture and carpet. Not even hardly in 
the league of “BeBe’s Kids”. 
             A real monster “mesh” of a 
movie”; “Hotel Transylvania” fails at 
multi-tasking its story and character 
s to connect to the age ranges of its 
audience like “Pixar can and did achieve 
with “Monsters, Inc.” which is being 

re-issued in theaters in 3D format in 
January.  Prior to the forthcoming 
sequel, “Monsters University” due next 
June.
            With apologies to Sony Animation; 
either excuse is reason enough to wait to 
see those films and compare those to this 
inferior feature when it’s on DVD.  PG; 
91min. A Columbia Pictures Release 
–Presented at selected theaters

Flicks from page 6
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122
All of the good paying, long lasting, good producing 

jobs have left America.  Is it a wonder why good paying 
jobs are scarce? 

  Most of these jobs were in the manufacturing sector, 
the steel and trucking industry, tool and die, auto parts, etc. 
(remember them). 

Think About it.  Let’s say you have a factory that 
employs people.  They have jobs.  The factory’s equipment 
needs to be serviced.  So you create more jobs.  The factory’s 
plumbing breaks down.  A need for more jobs is made 
available. Food is now necessary to feed these workers; 
a few restaurants will open and therefore, will have more 
jobs.  Get the picture? 

This is a very easy concept to grasp; right?  Perhaps 
it goes beyond this method ofjob creating.  Let’s face it, 
Corporations and their CEO’s have made a lot of money.  
They send jobs abroad because of cheap labor.  There is 
however, one big problem.  Now we are losing our middle 
class.  Now our folks do not have the money to buy the 
products that were once made in America.  Guess What?  
Now we all lose.  Why?  Because not even the most educated 
can find a good decent job.  This is America.  We deserve 
leaders that will fight for and yes –completely reverse the 
current awful policy that drives jobs overseas. 

It is very easy to reverse our course.  The jobs are not 
lost forever.  You do not need a PhD in economics to figure 
out what is wrong as I just explained above. 

Unfortunately my fellow citizens, this problem may 
only get worse.  Why?  Because no one is willing to speak 
up and stop this madness of outsourcing our jobs.  Yes, I 
said, our jobs. 

  Vote for people who will stop this insanity before 
we lose not only American’s middle class, but also end up 
losing the greatest nation man ever created…The United 
States of America 

I hereby announce the formation of a citizen’s task 
force to lobby and vote-out every last politician that deals in 
any manner with public policies that drive jobs away from 
our great country. 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE 
AMERICAN JOBS GONE? 
In case you were asleep…they were sent overseas. 

Jim Vallar  - Attorney at Law 

LEARN HOW TO USE 
AND RECEIVE A FREE 

REFURBISHED COMPUTER
ConneCted LivinG ComPuter traininG 
Comes to strateGiC human serviCes.
Free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a 

week  For 2 hours

100% attendanCe required to 
reCeive a Free ComPuter

aLso you must show ProoF that you 
reCentLy reCeived broadband or just 

PurChased it
reFurbished ComPuters avaiLabLe

 whiLe suPPLies Last - must be 18 
years or oLder

Free ComPuter traininG even iF not 
quaLiFied For Free ComPuter.

CaLL For CLass hours and detaiLs

reGistrations are oPen to the 
PubLiC

CLasses For seniors - CLasses 
For younG aduLts - CLasses For 

veterans

no ComPuter knowLedGe neCessary

(312)492-9090


