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Mary Ella Moore, known 
by most as “Gypsy,” was 
remembered by many whom 
her life had touched in the 56 
years she was blessed to live. In 
what was labeled as a Spiritual 
Renaissance of Gypsy, family, 
friends, community VIPs, and 
others came to remember a 

Celebration of Life held for 
Mary Ella Moore, aka “Gypsy” 

the community.
Among many highlights 

in life was the birth of her 
son Linton Johnson III, who 
became a Chicago Bull and 
won the NBA Championship 
with the San Antonio Spurs in 
the 2004-2005 season. Linton 
who gave opening remarks and 
was the master of ceremony 
now plays in the Italian League 
for Avellino, Italy.

Video chronicling a visit by 
Mary Moore to Italy with her 
son was shot by Wanda Carter 
from Chicago and shown at the 
celebration of life. 

A heartfelt and enjoyable 
video showed Gypsy having a 
great time during a boat ride 
and other places in Italy.

The Celebration of Life 
event was held at the J.L. Miller 
Abundant Life Communirty 
Center located 2622 W. 
Jackson Blvd.   It was held in 
the evening from 6pm – 9pm. 

The North Lawndale 
Community News salutes Mary 
“Gypsy” Ella Moore and her 
zeal for God and life.

vibrant women who lived by 
philosophy, quotes, action, and 
a spirit of love that covered 
everyone.

 Gypsy, whose life was 
impacted by cancer, was most 
recently known for her creativity 
with making leather goods 
and social entrepreneurship 

teaching youth her leather craft 
making leather belts and other 
leather products. Mary Moore 
also established her retail 
shop at 3333 W. Arthington 
Ave for many years making 
and selling belts, jewelry, and 
clothing. In 2004, she started 
an organization, Third Gear 
Youth Leadership Organization 
aligning herself as a pillar in 

(Left) Mary “Gypsy” Moore (Top) Gypsy’s son Linton Johnson 
III

Six Honored at Claire Christian United Methodist 
Church 58th Annual Fundraising Banquet

Six people were recognized 
for making a difference in our 
community at Claire Christian 
United Methodist Church 58th 
Annual Fundraising Banquet. Also 
Congressman Danny K. Davis, 
even though he was out of state 
campaigning for President Barak 
Obama, was given a special award 
that night which was received 
by his representative Dr. Cora 

The honorees were Russell 
Murdock, Portia M. Ball, Hattie 
M. Evans, Elois Celeste McCoy, 
Gladys Evelyn Shelton, and Mrs. 
Kahinde Longmire. Danny K. 
Davis Community Service Award 
Recipient, Mr. Murdock, owns 
BBQ Tips and Things Corp located 
at 3654 W16Th ST. 

Donald Dew Humanitarian 

Award Recipient, Ms. Portia M. 
Ball currently is a member of 
the Chancel Choir, the finance 
committee, the United Methodist 
Women and is a regular worker 
in Clair’s Soup Kitchen. She was 
honored for faithful attendance 
and service in the church. 

Donald Dew Humanitarian 

Claire Christian United Methodist 
Church Ed Lanier Bickham Laura 
Jones with honoree BBQ Tips an 
dThings Corp Co-owner Russell 
Murdock.

Donald Dew Humanitarian Honoree, 
Mrs. Mrs. Eloise McCoy receiving 
award

Donald Dew Humanitarian Honoree, 
Mrs. Gladys Shelton receiving award Donald Dew Humanitarian Honoree, 

Mrs. Hattie Evans receiving award
Donald Dew Humanitarian Honoree, 
Mrs. Portia Ball receiving award

Johnson, who spoke wonderfully 
on his behalf, encouraging people 
on the importance to vote in the 
upcoming election. 

“We, the congregation of 
Clair Christian have assembled 
here today on the day the Lord 
has made, October 20, 2012 to 

thank God for those saints who 
have walked this path before us, 
to thank God for those on the 
battlefield now and to recognize 
people in our community making 
a difference,” said Rev. Dale 
Kelly, Pastor of Claire Christian 
Methodist Church.
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman Dennis Deer, Director
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary Marlone Finley, Director
Darren Tillis, Director Norman Baldwin, Director
Betty Mason, Director Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director
Former Founding Board Director: Larry Leonard, Rev. Vivian Lewis	

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 

David Schultz, Mary Moran, David Tenario, and 
Guillermo Martinez  

Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing Consultant:
Advertising Manager:
Advertising Consultant:
Technical Assistant:
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly)
Community Youth,
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution: Gregory Patterson, Melna Allen,
Denzelle Gresham, Robert Williams, and Chris Lewis
distributed weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685
potential readers throughout North and South Lawn-
dale, East and West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, 
Pilsen and the Near West Communities.

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this 
newsletter possible. Much has happened since October 
of 1999 when we first published the North Lawndale 
Community News more than eleven years ago. Many 
have contributed, supported, volunteered, written, taken 
photos, done research, and/or completed our workshops. 
We have helped many and many have helped us. Health 
is essential to a good life. Education is necessary for 
the pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society.

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”. In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH & 
THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was to live 
and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we progress 
to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of 
life. The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 

This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 

There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end 
up someplace else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting 
positive objectives and staying committed to them 
will be the focus of our news for this 2011 year.

NLCN
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Every 3rd 

Thursday of the Month
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090
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GET 
VALUABLE 

TRAINING!!! 
ENROLL IN 
ILLINOIS 

MANUFACTURING 
FOUNDATION MACHINISTS 

TRAINING PROGRAM

Alderman Michael D. Chandler 
is encouraging 24th Ward residents 
to take advantage of the Illinois 
Manufacturing Foundation (IMF) 
Machinist Training Program.

The program is being sponsored 
by the Illinois Manufacturing 

Foundation as an initiative to 
expand training opportunities in the 
Machinist trade. Upon completion of 
training, a graduate will be certified 
to become an entry level Machinist. 
Median wage salary for machinist 
is $19.57 per hour. 

To qualify, an individual must 
be: 1) Cook County resident; 2) 
Unemployed or Low-Income; 3) 
Mechanically Inclined; and 4) 
9th Grade reading and math level 
proficiency. Those seeking to apply 
for the program should have the 
following: 1) Birth Certificate; 2) 
Proof of Income Status; 3) Expressed 
interest in a skill trades career; 
4) Proof of residence; 5) Social 

Security Card; 5) Copy of Resume; 
and 6) State ID or Driver’s License. 

Applicants can apply at the 
Illinois Manufacturing Foundation 
offices located at 2102 S. Kedzie 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. The 
IMF contact number is 773-277-
2343.  Training can be offered free 
of charge if you qualify. Classes 
will be conducted at the Illinois 
Manufacturing Foundation Offices 
at 9:30am every Tuesday morning.

“This is a great opportunity for 

individuals seeking to enter the skill 
trades to acquire a valuable skill that 
is needed in today’s economy, stated 
Chandler. I strongly encourage 
anyone interested in this training to 
contact the Illinois Manufacturing 
Foundation and enroll in this 
valuable skill trades program.”

 Information on this training 
program is also available on 
Alderman Michael D. Chandler’s 
website: www.aldermanchandler.
com and at www.imfjobtraining.org. 
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On Tuesday November 6th 2012 we 
are going to the POLLS again to  elect a 
President, Alderman, Judge, Congressman 
or Woman  etc. Please make sure that you 
know you Candidate and what they stand for. 
Know what their plans are for you and this 
Country. If they are Alderman, Congressman 
or Congress Woman make sure they are 
doing whatever they promise they will do, 
for you, and your neighborhoods.

There are many statements on the B. 
E.T. or (Black Entertainment Television 
Channel), reminding us why it is imperative 

for us to get out and 
vote. They are telling 
us that our kid’s lives 
depend on it! (Meaning 
their Future). Our 
jobs depend on it, 
our health or (health 
Insurance depends on 
it.) Basically, our lives 
depend on it!

If we make the 
Wrong choice and sit 
at home thinking Oh! 
My Vote doesn’t count, 
that could be the biggest 

mistake we all make!
What if 2000 people say that & don’t 

Vote and the person you want to WIN looses 
by 2000 that would be sad!

This race is so close.
There are so many tricks to keep people 

from voting. But, we can’t fall for them. 
Have your I.D.‘s updated and ready. Vote 
early, if you can.

Some people may not make it on 
Election day or the weather may be bad. So, 
voting early has its advantages.

Mayou Angelou reminds us of the man 
who fought hard for our right

to Vote: Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. as he stated: “ALL PROGRESS IS 
PRECARIOUS!”

I worked on the Campaign in 2008” for 
President Barack Obama

and I know what it is like to be out 
there talking to people about voting & 
Exercising their right, making calls and 
setting up Events  for the Candidates and 
even attending the Primary Party and other 
Events.

But there are many reasons that I 
participated in the Political Process. 

I studied the Candidates and what they 
were going to do for the people and the 
Country. Why wouldn’t I vote? I wanted to 
be a part of the process. He was The First 
Black President going to be elected, I felt 
strongly about him as a Candidate.

I can see that he is working hard for all 
people, not just some, even with Opposition 
from some in Congress.

 Congress and many Republicans have 
vowed to make him a One Term President. 

Those of you who want The President to 
continue

the Fight for the Dreams he has for 
everyone in this Country, Please Vote for 
Barack Obama!!

Do you think Governor Romney is 
going to work for you? Do you think he 
cares for you? If so, then Vote for him! 

If you think President Barack Obama 
is the man who will continue to work Hard 
to bring this Country to where we need it 
to be in terms of Foreign Policies, Health 
care Reform, Education, Women’s rights 
: (like Abortion and their right to choose) 
Employment, and other Issues plaguing our 
Country, within the Next 4 years, Please 
Don’t Forget to Vote! Vote for him! Vote 
early and tell others how important this 
Election is!!

We really need to Wake Up!! As they 
say on B. E. T. “DON’T SLEEP.!!

PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO 
VOTE!!!!!”

  I am, MS. CHEVETTE M. CONLEY 
and this is my Opinion!

“ PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!!”
Commentary By:  MS. CHEVETTE M. CONLEY 

Award Recipient, Hattie M. Evans, also 
a member of Clair Christian Church is a 
member of the Finance Committee, the 
Treasurer and member of the Chancel Choir, 
and the United Methodist women.

Donald Dew Humanitarian Award 
Recipient, Elois Celeste McCoy was 
honored for her service the United Methodist 
Women Board of Directors, the Building 
Committee, the Pastor Parish Relations, 
the Membership Committee, Chancel 
Choir, and the Children & Youth Ministry. 
She also has been affiliated with the North 
Lawndale Men’s Organization, the Marcy 
Newberry Center, Board of Directors of the 
Habilitative Systems and the Alderman and 
Mayor’s Daley’s office.

Donald Dew Humanitarian Award 
Recipient, Gladys Evelyn Shelton is the 
Chair of the Building Committee at Clair 
Christian Church whose vision helped 
with Clair House Senior Housing that 
was completed in August 2003. She has 
also been the Vice President of the United 
Methodist Women, served on the Marcy 
Newberry Board of Directors as Southern 
district, and taught Adult Sunday School.

Clair Christian Education Award 
Recipient, Mrs. Kahinde Longmire was 
honored for being a NATIONALLY 
Board Certified Teacher with a 14 year 
tenure at Matthew A. Henson Elementary 

School. With a Masters Degree in School 
Supervision in 2006, she brings her students 
to Clair Christian Senior building to interact 
with senior. She was referred for this 
honor by Henson Principal, Mr. Demetrius 
Hobson.

This event was held at El Palais Bu-She’ 
Banquet Hall located at 4628 W. Washington 
Blvd., a place that creates a wow factor to 
the eyes and located on Westside of Chicago. 
Many have hungered for a really nice place 
to hold events in the community, this is the 

Dr. Cora Johnson representating Cong. Danny 
Davis at Claire Christian United Methodist 
Church 58th Annual Fundraising Banquet.

Clair Christian Education Award Honoree, Mrs 
Kahinde Longmire and Rev Dale Kelley at Claire 
Christian United Methodist Church 58th Annual 
Banquet

Rev. Dale kelley Claire Christian holding award 
for Cong. Davis at United Methodist Church 
58th Annual Fundraising Banquet

Members enjoying Claire Christian United Methodist Church 58th Annual Banquet at El Palais 
Bu-she’ Banquet Hall.

New Life Mime Ministry

place. It competes with downtown banquet 
halls as for as space, beautiful Chandeliers 
and service.

Entertainment was provided by 
Ravinia Lawndale and New Life Mime 
Ministry. Laura Jones, chairperson of the 
Fundraising Committee introduced the 
Master of Ceremony Ed Lanier Bickham. 

The invocation was lead by Rev. Dale Kelly. 
During dinner, “Designs by Chee Chee” 
conducted a Hat Fashion Extravaganza.  
Clair Christian United Methodist Church is 
located at  3956 W. 14th Street, Chicago, IL. 
For more information, they can be contacted 
at 773-762-7774.
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North Lawndale is heavily burdened by 
type 2 diabetes. North Lawndale has more 
than three times the national rate and twice 
the City rate for type 2 diabetes. When you eat 
food, the body breaks down all of the sugars 
and starches and turns it into fuel the body can 
use. Type 2 diabetes is when the fuel (sugar) 
cannot be properly used by the body and 
instead it builds up in the blood. The major risk 
for developing type 2 diabetes include: having 
family members with the disease, being obese/
overweight, not being physically active, having 
unhealthy eating habits, and being over age 45. 
If poorly treated or managed, a person with 
type 2 diabetes can lose their sight, have kidney 
failure, increase risk for heart attack or even 
lose a limb like a foot.  

Community factors can also play a role. 
For example, North Lawndale is considered 
a “food desert” community. This means that 
there is a big imbalance or “food security” gap 
between grocery stores that provide quality 
food and the number of fast food outlets 
that provide foods high in fat, calories and 
sugar. Other issues like community violence, 
vagrancy, unfriendly neighbors and litter can 
make residents feel unsafe and disconnected to 
the community. When this happens people are 
more likely to stay indoors, feel stressed and 
continue poor health habits.

Today there is a collaborative effort 
between Mount Sinai Hospital and Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Illinois to help lower the 
impact of type 2 diabetes in the community. It’s 
called the Lawndale Diabetes Project. 

The Lawndale Diabetes Project has expert 
community health workers that go door-to-door 
talking with community residents about their 
diabetes. The community health workers work 
with persons with diabetes to understand their 
diabetes status. They also help residents with 
seeing a doctor and receiving proper testing. 
The program emphasizes simple changes to 
feel better.  Making changes in diet, increasing 
physical activity, routine blood sugar testing, 
taking medicine as directed and seeing a doctor 
regularly are important first steps. 

The fight against type 2 diabetes in the 
community starts with everyone moving to live 
better. 

North Lawndale 
News Op-Ed

Dr. Joseph F. West
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AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

See Flicks page 7

PETE’S DRAGON (*1/2)  A rather 
heavy handled Disney attempt to recapture 
some “Mary Poppins” magic that only 
manages to endear itself only through its 
animated dragon (voiced by the late comic 
Charlie Callas) in this mixture of live 
action/animated fantasy musical about an 
orphanage boy who lives near a lighthouse 
(with Helen Reddy and Mickey Rooney as 
surrogate mom and her father) whose only 
friend – a protective dragon in this 35th 
anniversary edition that has been trimmed  
to 88min. from its original 134min. to 
quicken the muddled moments.

G; 88min.  Walt Disney Home Video

ON VIDEO
Compiled and reviewed by David Schultz

Disney’s SECRET 
OF THE WINGS

 (**) The first new 
Disney “fairies” entry in 
two years; the ever curious 
Tinker Bell venturing 
into the forbidden winter 
woods. Where she meets 
Periwinkle, a frost fairy 
that happens to be her sister 
that begins their quest to 
be together defying their 
seasonal differences. While 
an ice making machine 

happens to throw the seasons out of balance 
and threatened the warm fairy world. A 
good treat for the young ones.

Coming Soon to Home Video:  Colin 
Farrell, Kate Beckinsale, Jessica Biel 
in this futuristic remake “Total Recall” 
due out Dec. 18….Joseph Gordon –Levitt 
and Michael Shannon star in the thriller, 
“Premium Rush” due out Dec. 18...Making 
its Blu-Ray debut: Leonard Di Caprio in 
Steven Spielberg’s “Catch Me If You Can” 
due out Dec.4…Gabriel Iglesias presents 
Stand-Up Revolution: Season 2 due out 
Dec. 21.

THE SESSIONS (***1/2) This 
inspirational poignant true story begins 
from the actual news report footage about 
a paralyzed college student who survived 
being contracted with polio as a child; 
determined to live a normal life on his self 
propelled, motorized hospital bed.
         Residing in Berkeley circa 1988, a 
talented poet and journalist, Mark O’Brien 
is a physically immobile grown man, living 

in an iron lung tank who puts his thoughts, 
humor and experiences into the 1990 article, 
“On Seeing a Sex Surrogate” that is the 
basis of this film. In which O’Brien’s one 
and only functional body part ignites the 
one natural impulse – to find and be loved 
and have sex with a woman that he wanted 
to fulfill at age 38.
         “The Sessions” chronicles O’Brien‘s 
brief life and goal that was fulfilled through 

three women. The film begins with Mark 
feeling frustrated by the insensitive handling 
of his current, porky female attendant, Joan 
(Rusty Schwimmer).
         Wanting to express himself to someone 
about his concern and personal desire, Mark 
visits a nearby Catholic Church seeking 
consultation from his elder clergy. Instead, 
he meets the newly appointed priest; Father 
Brendan (William H. Macy) who’s initially 
is confounded by Mark’s humor-laced 
confession on what do about his current 
attendant and to get familiar with a woman 
in the “Biblical sense”. 
          Then Mark enlists the services of a new 
attendant, Amanda (Annika Marks) with a 
jealous boyfriend. Initially, Amanda seems 
to be the one that accepts and appreciates 
Mark’s plight, humor and intellect. Enough 
to spend more time with Mark at a picnic 
in the park versus her on-looking boyfriend 
nearby, This is enough to trigger Mark’s 
sexual  impulses that leaves to  him rushes  in 
to tell Amanda he loves and wants to marry 
her that drives her away. The experience 
nearly shatters Mark that lightly gives a 
crescendo to his misery and sadness.
          But the next young, attendant, Vern 
(Moon Bloodgood) proves to be the right 
choice that properly works with him when 
he receives an interview assignment. While 
introducing him to the importance of being 
friends first.
          Then Mark returns to Father Brendan 
for another consultation, leaving the clergy 
more that perplex to how best to handle the 
situation Until Brendan compromises his 
religious teachings to talk to a sex therapist, 
Cheryl Cohen-Greene (Helen Hunt in her 
most daring screen role) who turns out 
to be sex surrogate who prepares for his 
sexual encounter through touching his body 
part and vice versa and later serving him 
intercourse.
          When Mark has to be rushed to 
the University hospital for respiratory 
problems. He recovers to meet volunteer, 
Susan Fernbach (Robin Weigert) that 
becomes his soul mate that, without being 

shown obviously put what he learned from 
the therapist to practice on Susan before his 
death at the age of 49.
         To his credit, John Hawkes delivers 
the most complex performance from a 
vertical confined position that could be 
worthy of Oscar consideration.  O’Brien is 
defined as a hard person to grasp through 
Hawkes’ performance that like most men 
isn’t complete until a woman (three times 
to encompass the different stages required) 
steps into their lives.
         The character and film isn’t as deep 
as the 2007 Oscar nominated French film, 
“The Diving Bell and the Butterfly” about a 
paralyzed magazine editor who could only 
communicate using his left eye. Or even 
sermonized as done by Richard Dreyfuss as 
a quadriplegic car accident victim who was 
paralyzed from the neck down who wanted 
to die by his terms not the doctors in 1981’s 
“Whose Life Is It Anyway?”
         Between these two films, “The Sessions” 
is this “little big film” well balanced by 
director Ben Lewin’s  pragmatic script that 
also shows the disabled wanting to live 
normal; have come a long way without 
being sentimental or cliché.
          And, while Mark O’Brien’s life and 
article brought attention to the concerns 
of normalcy toward the disabled.  “The 
Sessions” is a unique love story set off by 
the everyday desire many able people feel. 
And in some case, don’t achieve to the 
degree Mark O’Brien obtained in his brief 
but fulfilled life.
R; 95min. A Fox Searchlight Picture 
Release – Presented at selected theaters
  CHASING MAVERICKS (***) Along 
the  Santa Cruz California shore line, an 
eight year old boy’s fascination with timing 
the waves at the seashore that is being 
observed by a neighbor’s girl whose dog  
runs out onto the rocks near the ocean that 
the boy has to rescue, that leads  to the boy 
being also rescued by chance by a local 
surfer-construction worker, Frosty Hesson 

Commit teeman 
Larry G. Nelson Sr., for 
Chicago’s 24th ward, is 
searching for answers in 
the unexpected death of 
his son.

“I just want 
answers for my son’s 
death. That’s why 
I’m requesting for an 
autopsy,” Nelson Sr., 
said.  

Larry G. Nelson 
Jr., a beloved son, and a 
pious man of the North 
Lawndale Community, has died at the 
age of 29.

Nelson Jr., an Outreach Minister for 
the United Baptist Church, who loved to 
gives sermon at other congregations to 
preach the words of God.  

He was known to his family and 
friends as “Lil Larry” or “Larro”, and 
was the heart of his family and will be 
remembered most for his kindness.

On Oct. 22nd, Larry experienced 
a heartbreaking accident, when an 
unknown vehicle struck him near the 
intersection of East 147th and South 
Ashland Avenue in Harvey.

Larry a devoted father to his seven-
year-old son Antwan Nelson enjoyed 
playing video games, and being on social 
media websites. 

He is survived by his loving mother 
Belinda Brown, his father Larry G. 
Nelson Sr. (Gloria Nelson), and his son 
Antwan Nelson, two brothers Robert 
Forks, Drequan Nelson, and one sister 
Susan Nelson.

Larry G. Nelson Jr., 29, was last 
seen on Oct. 22nd walking near the 
intersection of East147th Street and South 
Ashland Avenue in the South Suburb of 

A Distraught Father Is Searching for 
Answers, In the Unexpected Death of His Son

Latricia Polk

     Larry Nelson Jr.

Harvey, when a witness 
claimed he was struck by 
an unknown vehicle.

“He got hit, but they 
don’t know what kind 
of vehicle hit him,” says 
Nelson Sr.  He added “I 
think it’s some foul play 
in it.”  

The reason behind 
his suspicion is because of 
the way the crime scene 
was handled.  He believes 
that due to his son’s 
body being prematurely 

removed from the crash scene that vital 
clues were compromised.

“The medical examiner told me he 
didn’t know if he got hit by a car, truck, 
motorcycle, or a bicycle he didn’t know, 
he waited for the police to tell him what he 
died of.   I never heard of it like this a day in 
my life, that was what the medical examiner 
told me,” stated Nelson Sr.     

Nelson Jr., was pronounced dead at 
Ingalls Memorial Hospital in Harvey. His 
father is distressed due to the non-existence 
of an autopsy that would reveal why his 
son’s body was so bruised and a defiant 
cause of death.

“They claimed he was trying to commit 
suicide, they say allegedly he called in 
saying he was going to kill his self,” Nelson 
Sr. concluded.

Even with all of the uncertainties 
with his death one would still asked why 
would a proud father, recently engaged, an 
Outreach Minister, and a graduate of Harold 
Washington College would want to commit 
suicide?  

No further information has been made 
public, but calls were made to Harvey’s 
Police Department with no avail. 
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it    	
	 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

2 BDRM APT FOR RENT Beautiful, 
newly remodeled 2 bdrm for rent at 1455 
S. Avers. Stove, refrigerator and heat 
included.$825/mo Call 773/792-1608
APARTMENT   FOR   RENT   1108   S. 
California.  3  bdrm  apt.  near  Roosevelt 
and California. Utilities are not included. 
$875Call 773/317-4487
APARTMENT FOR RENT 1007 N. 
Harding 5rm 2bdrm apt. 1st fl. Laundry 
on premesis, stove included, carpeted, close 
to CTA and schools. $750/mo plus security. 
Tenant pays utilities. Quiet building, 
mature adults preferred. NO PETS Call 
773/732-8615 or 773/637-3712
APARTMENT FOR RENT Newly 
decorated 6 rooms, 3bdrms, tenant pays 
own heat and light, 1 month rent plus 1 
month security, Rent $750 per month. Call
773-557-9421
NORTH LANWDALE AREA APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage greystone 
building, newly renovated 2 and 5 bdrm 
apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling fans and jacuzzi. 
Completely remodeled kitchen cabinets, 
counter tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent 
and sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.
APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg. 
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471 
APT FOR RENT 3 BDRM APT located 
536 N. Leclaire Near Leclaire and Ohio, 
appliances provided, Newly Renovated, 
section 8 accepted Call 708-287-0071 
2 BDRM SPACIOUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg, Garage Space available, Stove and 
refrigerator included, Garfield Park area, 
2 Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks 
from green line. Tenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637
1807 S. ST. LOUIS Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units Call 
(773)960-3817
3BDRM NORTH LAWNDALE 18th & 
Karlov, 2nd fl. Sec. 8 OK. 3bdrm , 1.5 bath, 
stove/refridgerator/heat included. 773/495- 
4400
5RM 2BDRM APT. 1st fl. Laundry on 
premises, stove included, carpeted, close 
to CTA and schools. $800/mo plus security. 
Tenant pays utilities. Quiet building, 
mature adults preferred. NO PETS Call 
312-719-1087
2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets,  
counter tops and double stainless steel sink. 
Newly remodeled bathroom including 
toilet, vanity and ceramic flrs.Enclosed 
backporch, ceiling fans and sanded hrdwd 
flrs.Near green line. Appliances available. 
Tenant pays utilities. $705/month Call Bob 
at 708/539-1730

ROOMS FOR RENT 1420 S. Avers (Male Only) call Barbara 
Johnson 312-864-0412
ROOM FOR RENT $425.00 West Douglas Blvd. 3rd fl., cable & 
furniture included. Call Felicia Wade at 773-521- 9339

ROOMS FOR RENT

EXTERMINATING BUSINESS, 2 flat Building, plus 3 lots. 
asking price $725,000. Current owner will work one year with new 
owner to keep present customer base happy. Call 312-492-9090 for 
information.

 BUSINESS FOR SALE

HOMES FOR CASH
WE WILL BUY YOUR HOUSE CASH AND CLOSE QUICK. 
Any condition. We also sell homes at discounted prices. We also 
help our private investors earn passive income or grow their money 
exponentially. To learn more:Call me now at 773-934- 3706 or 
Email me at eswamb@yahoo.com.

Flicks from page 6

Apartment for Rent - 1500 block 
of Kedzie, rent - $800.00 per month, plus 2 
months security, tenant pays own utilities. 
Please call 773-875-6799 773-875-6799

(Gerard Butler) who happens to 
be nearby neighbor with a loving 
and concern wife, Brenda (Abigail 
Spencer) who  makes him promise 
later on that his obsession doesn’t 
get in the way of raising their 
children..

        Meanwhile with his own 
father missing; leaving him a note 
that the child never opened and 
an unemployed mother, Kristy 
(Elisabeth Shue) who goes in and 
out of a drinking habit. 
         In 1987, young Jay Moriarty 
(Jonny Weston) considered a social 
outcast with a troubled home life 
has more than a healthy obsession 
for surfing that has made him one 
of the local best surfer first taught 
by his childhood friend and latter 
day drug user, Sonny (Taylor 
Handley) who work together after 
school at a local pizza parlor. 
         Jay’s only other childhood 
friend is Kim (Leven  Rambin), 
the little girl whom he rescued 
her dog whose now the popular 
girl considered the property to the 
jock leader of the Magnificent trio 
who doesn’t like Jay and provides 
drugs for payment to Sonny that 
Jay observes in the back of the 
parlor. 
        But Jay also develops a 
father figure interest in Frosty who 
with his surfing comrades make 
early morning pilgrimage to surf 
the mythical  waves known as 
“mavericks’ that do exist, that Jay 
observes them and wants to do 
himself.
        In order to keep their secret 
about the waves that travels the 
length of Monterey to Santa Cruz, 
California that are only available 

for the next 12 
weeks,  Frosty 
agrees to train, 
build up Jay’s 
stamina, strength 
and knowledge to 
hopefully survive 
the Mavericks.
        At the beginning, 
Frosty’s teaching 
methods seems a 
little familiar to 
the way Martial 
arts was taught in “The Karate 
Kid”. 
        But the difference here, Frosty 
doesn’t view his methods as 
reflective life lessons that his wife 
notices and gently coaches her 
husband against being so rough 
and insensitive toward the kid who 
sees in Frosty what is missing at 
home. 
    The relationship lingers through 
essays Frosty gives to Jay to write 
to personal thoughts, poetry and 
drawings in a notebook that he 
accidently drops at the parlor that 
a jealous Sonny uses against Jay 
by the leader in the Magnificent 
that leads to a riff between Jay and 
Kim      
        While Jay has to get his mother 
up for work, prepare her breakfast 
and give her part of his pizza 
earnings that he’s saving to buy a 
weather radio cube like Frosty has 

in his car that gives read-outs on 
the waves.  
  However, when Frosty’s wife 
suffers a stroke and dies suddenly. 
The local surfer legend stops living. 
And this is where the student 
becomes the teacher to  show the 
lessons taught were not only learned 
but passed on between them to help 
bring back the meaning and focus  
to their life.
         So when its time to confront 
the Maverick waves before surfing 
season ends, the town is aware of 
Jay’s personal quest and come out 
to watch him defy the elements 
along with Frosty and Kim 
watching from the shoreline
        Not unlike to a certain degree, 
2011’s “Soul Surfer”, another 
fact based surfer life story about 
overcoming  adversary from 
a freak accident. Jay Moriarty 
learns to overcome fears that  

weren’t in the water. But instead, 
on dry land and within himself, 
trying to find himself through his 
obsession while coming of age in 
a  life too brief but far from being 
meaningless. .
        Beautiful photography and 
camera work on the surfing 
sequences. Reportedly, Michael 
Apted step in to salvage  the last 
three weeks of filming when 
original director Curtis Hanson 
had to leave for health reason. The 
end result is almost a seamless 
transition that doesn’t disrupts the 
flow of the story and characters. 
While maintaining a level that 
doesn’t become a sentimental 
downer but a re-affirmation to 
living life in whatever time life 
gives one.
PG; 110min. A 20th Century Fox 
Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122


