
FREE
Since 1999, More News, More of Your Issues, and More of Your Community Voices and Faces.

Serving North Lawndale, East & West Garfield, Austin, Pilsen, Humboldt Park, Near Westside & South Lawndale

Community news

PROVIDING INFORMATION ON RESOURCES AND EVENTS THAT IMPROVE THE LIFESTYLE OF INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY

 PUBLISHER : STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES         VOLUME NO. 14 - ISSUE NO. 10     ISSN 1548-6087      March 8 - March 14, 2012

the north LawndaLe
1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Chicago, IL 60608

  Visit us on our website at www.nlcn.org for more articles, photos, information and more.

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE

aids 
awareness 
day opens 
eyes and 

minds of the 
obLivious

paGe - 3
Judge 

Aurthur P. 
Wheatley 

from 
Appointment 

to Election
paGe - 4

seaLinG biLL 
town haLL

paGe - 5

Cotton picking cotton pickers: Holy Family students act out plantation scene. 

When I saw about a dozen little 
black children dressed as singing 
cotton-picking slaves, complete with 
head rags, mock cotton and black 
cotton sacks, I reflexively cringed.  

LANE CHANGE: Black Folk Need to Find Joy Of Children in Black History
A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - The1tlane@yahoo.com

The symbolic scene portrayed before 
an assembly of black parents at the 
Holy Family Lutheran School’s Black 
History Month celebration on Leap 
Day (Feb. 29) leapt out at me from two 

immediate perceptions.
First reaction, I was instinctively 

offended on impulse by watching 
black children depicting one of 
the most despicable moments in 

American history before an audience 
of black parents as a few, apparently 
paternalistic white people, whose kids 
do not attend Holy Family, clapped 
and smiled.  I wondered whether these 
white folk recognized, as I did, the 
supreme irony and contradictions in the 
scene—white people celebrating Black 
History’s worst moment.   And they 
were doing so through the exploitation 
of the amazing talents of the children 
of the school’s black parents.

I was about to get mad.
But my second thought of the 

scene reminded me of the days of 
my own youth, picking cotton for 
real alongside my family and friends 
before machines took over the work.  
Right away, I could vividly recall the 
brightness of the sunshine reflecting 
off the white sea of cotton surrounding 
us as we worked, joked and enjoyed 
the hard, back-breaking work during 
those long, dusty, hot summer days.

And then I saw a genuine interest 
sparkle in the eyes of the young lady 
seated next to me as I mentioned to her 
I could remember picking cotton.  “You 
really picked cotton?” fellow Holy 
Family parent Mena Darby asked me 

as we both also marveled at the talents 
of the little children in the program.  
The real curiosity I heard in her 
question instantly made me instantly 
realize how proud I was to say I did.  
It also struck me at that moment that I 
need find no offense at all in observing 
well-meaning white patrons watching 
our little black kids act out our scenes 
from our slice of American history.

We should all be proud of our 
people’s cotton-picking days and make 
sure our children never forget them.

I know I won’t.
Frankly, because those long 

days in the cotton fields back home 
were among the happiest times in my 
life.  How fondly, I recall working 
alongside my younger brother, Terry, 
as we picked cotton, chopped cotton 
and packed cotton in the trailers in 
the years after mechanical cotton 
pickers took over the work.  Most of 
the time, the two of us would work 
alone, keeping each other company 
with talk of the future and tall tales as 
we immersed ourselves into the sea of 
green or white cotton depending on the 
season.  And we did the hard work with 

See History page 5

Below are some of the questions 
and answers during the debate that 
took place at St. Malachi’s last 
Saturday, February 3rd

1a. What is the first thing that 
you would do when you begin 
your next term?

Senator Annazette Collins 
Answer:  Right now we are working 
on the sealing bill---I am the senate 
sponsor for SB5723.  This will 
seal records for people who have 
records right now so that they can 
apply for a job.  This will allow 
them (The employer) to know that 
they have not been convicted of a 
crime. This is a big way of getting 
people back to work.  We are also 
sponsoring legislation on education, 
and a school reform.  We are also 
working today, on job reforms 
and pensions.  We have to fix our 
pension and medicare---that’s at the 
top of our agenda right now because 
of our budget-----we are in a deficit 
right now so we have to worry about 
paying our bills back to the state, the 
state owes a lot of money in back bills 
so this is what we are working on.  
We are still trying to find a way, how 
to deal with our kids and education. 
We are also looking to see how to 
get pre-dollars, money going to our 
kids in pre-k programs.  Those are 
the programs that we are working on 
today.   I am also working to make 
sure that our juveniles have their 
records automatically expunged as 
they apply, so we are sending out 
that letter now---thank you.  

1b. What would you do if you 
win the elections?

Patricia Van Pelt Watkins 

the demoCratiC senatoriaL debate of 2012 at st. maLaChi’s 
Tali Bakhit

Answer: When I start my term 
in January the first thing that I am 
going to look at is the fact that we 
have hundreds and thousands of 
ex-offenders who are trying to get 
back into job opportunities---trying 
to get back into housing and cannot 
do that, that is costing us billions of 
dollars, because these guys continue 
to commit crimes against us, and 
they go back to prison and we pay 
for their housing, their food, their 
health care, their everything.  Every 
year, over and over again they do 
this and until we find a way to re-
enter ex-offenders into our society 
we are fooling ourselves.  So 
number one, I am looking for state 
section reintergration plan for all 
ex-offenders, it doesn’t matter what 
kind of background they have had, 
we need to find a way to get them 
back in. Number two we need to 

improve public safety.  Worry is 
the leading cause of death here for 
people under 35, and I don’t believe 
that we should have to live this way.

2a. If there were construction 
going on with in the 5th district, 
how would you make sure that the 
people within your community get 
jobs?

Senator Annazette Collins 
Answer: Let me tell you what we 
have done---we have stopped jobs 
for people working on jobs, when 
they didn’t have any people from 
the communities working in those 
positions.  We have stopped those 
people from working until they hired 
some people within that community. 

We have been negotiating with 
the union and contractors over the 
last ten years trying to make sure 
that people from our community get 
union jobs and trade jobs.  And one 

of the reasons  why we developed 
the urban weatherization program 
is because we are still fighting.  We 
have also visited sights to see how 
we can incorporate programs into 
our schools like wood shop.  This 
process will be based on a point 
system, this point system will 
allow for kids to raise points.  We 
are educating people on how to 
work with the contractors in our 
community as well.

2b.  If there was construction 
going on within the 5th district, 
how would you make sure that 
people within your community 
get jobs?

Patricia Van Pelt- Watkins 
Answer:  I don’t care how many 
weatherization programs, and how 
many technology programs-----or 
“Whatever you do,” you still gonna 
run right into the fact that over half 
of the men are not going to be able 
to get jobs (Due to their felony 
records.)   We have to first remove 
barriers, make it illegal not to hire 
people.  It’s time for them to give 
back to our brothers.  We have a 
moral responsibility to support them 
and to help them get back.  So this is 
the point that I am making, no matter 
how many programs we put forward 
until we remove barriers they are not 
getting back into jobs.

3a. What have you been doing 
before you decided to run for 
office?

Patricia Van Pelt Watkins 
Answer: I have been the CEO of a 
social justice organization for the last 
15 years.  I have 60 employees.  We 

Senator Anazete CollinsPatricia Van Pelt- Watkins 

See Debate page 7
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Fred Little
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 

$140.00 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date March 15, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

RULES TO FOLLOW WHEN HIRING AN ELECTRICIAN

1. Don’t try to do it yourself
2. Dont hire a handyman to do electrical work
3. Don’t pay too much
4. Call Harrison Electrical to schedule a  
FREE consultation before you start

HARRISON ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Licensed - Insured
CALL NOW - (773) 216-6474
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Attorney Kimberly D. Lewis, a second 
generation lawyer is running for a judgeship 
in the 7th Judicial Subcircuit. “The Judicial 
Subcircuits were created”, says Attorney Lewis 
“to address criticisms from the community 
that historically disenfranchised groups, such 
as people of color and women, who were 
being disproportionately underrepresented in 
countywide elections and in the appointment 
process.” Attorney Lewis, went on to explain 
that in the early 1990’s, the Illinois legislature 
instituted the sub-circuits so that the people 
could elect the judges that would represent 
them and to increase diversity on the bench.

 “Since the subcircuits were instituted …. 
a door has been opened whereby it has become 
more accessible for African-Americans, 
Latinos and other previously disenfranchised 
groups, such as women, for instance, to serve 
in a judicial capacity on the circuit court 
level,” stated Attorney Lewis.  Even though 
there have been discussions about possibly 
eradicating that system in the not-too-distant 
future, Attorney Lewis believes that the sub-
circuit system should remain so that people 
can continue to have some say as to whose 

attorney KimberLy Lewis seeKinG to be JudGe in the 7th subCirCuit

on the bench and who they may possibly go 
before.

 The 7th Judicial Sub-circuit in the 
Chicagoland area approximately covers 
west to Austin Blvd, east to Halsted, north to 
North Ave, and south to 21st Street.  The 7th 
Subcircuit, which is one of 15 sub-circuits, 
also includes suburban areas Forest Park, 
Cicero, Berwyn and River Forest to the 
west. The maps can be accessed through the 

Chicago Board of Elections website at http://
www.elections.il.gov/votinginformation/
cooksubcircuits.aspx

Attorney Kimberly Lewis grew up in 
Chicago and attended Beasley Academic 
Center, a magnet school located at 5255 South 
State Street.  It is the same elementary school 
attended by Chicago Bull Derrick Rose. She 
is the product of the girl scouts where she 
learned the importance of public service and 
work in the community. She attended St. 
Ignatius College Preparatory High School on 
Chicago’s Westside.  Upon graduation, she 
was recognized as a Congressional Scholar 
and invited to attend the Youth Leadership 
Conference at Georgetown University.  After 
having received the Presidential Scholarship 
to the University of Illinois at Champaign-
Urbana, Kimberly went on to receive her  
Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism.  Kimberly 
continued on to post graduate studies at 
Valparaiso University School of Law in 
Northwest Indiana, where she had received 
a full merit scholarship.  As a member of 
the Black Law Student’s Organization, she 
moved up the ranks from secretary and later 

became president.  During her tenure as a law 
student, Kimberly was elected as Student Bar 
Association Representative by her fellow 
classmates at large; placed as a semi-finalist in 
the Frederick Douglas Moot Court Competition; 
and gained invaluable legal experience through 
several internships and clerkships, including 
clerkships for Senator Lonnie Randolph and 
Superior Court Judge Nancy Vaidik. 

After graduating from law school, 
Kimberly served as an Assistant State’s Attorney 
for almost six years with the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s Office.  Kimberly also has 
years of experience serving in a judicial capacity 
as an Administrative Law Judge for the City 
of Chicago, where she has presided over such 
calls as Consumer Fraud and Environmental.  
Kimberly noted that numerous citizens from 
various communities and demographics have 
complimented her on her ability to be fair and 
efficiently run her courtroom.  After honing her 
legal skills, Kimberly now works in private 
practice, specializing mainly in criminal 
defense and traffic.  She has also done some 
family law and probate.

Kimberly lewis

See Lewis page7

Imagine yourself waking up in cold sweat every 
night, wondering why you’re perspiring so much. You 
tell yourself that it hasn’t happened to you before, so 
why is it happening to you now.  At this moment, you 
are at the clinic; waiting patiently for the doctor to 
give you your HIV/AIDS results. 

You pace back and forth, hoping and praying 
that you don’t catch any diseases because there are 
still some things that you want to accomplish such 
as getting a new promotion at your job- or travel to 
another country.  Being ill with AIDS or any kind of 
epidemic for that matter would dampen your plans of 
living a happy, normal life. Yet, reality sets in when 
your doctor gives you a sad look and says, “I’m sorry 
but you’re HIV positive.” 

You become numb to everything around you. 
You want to curse the universe in the worst way 
possible but later on, you realize that you can’t blame 
anyone for the mistake you made but yourself.   

 For more than thirty years, HIV/AIDS have 
played a tragic part in people’s lives, yet there are 
some people that are completely unaware of this 
horrific epidemic that has destroyed more existences 
than more people care to recall, especially in the 
Asian community.  Studies show that Asians, youth 
included are truly uninformed of HIV/AIDS and other 
risky behaviors that put people’s lives in jeopardy 
than any other ethnic in the world. 

This is where Asian Human Services Program 
Director, Community Health  Dr. Jing Zhang, and her 
HIV Banyan Tree staff intervene. Started as a Project 
Coordinator and Community Research 2000, Jing 
Zhang has served as a Program Director for more than 

aids awareness day 
opens eyes and minds 

of the obLivious
Dana Rettig

Dr. Jing Zhang

See Awareness page 4



          The North Lawndale Community News      March 8 - March 14, 2012Page 4

yard.
“My entire career has been litigation 

oriented (resolving disputes),”Wheatley 
said. He mentioned that he handled 
thousands of lawsuits as a practicing 
attorney. When asked what type of cases he 
would handle if he is elected he said, “I’d be 
willing to serve wherever I’m needed.” The 
assignments are made by the Chief Judge 
which is Tim Evans.

Judge Arthur Wheatley has been 
endorsed by many elected officials 
including Secretary of State and 27th ward 
committeeman, Jesse White, 37th ward 
Ald. /Committeeman Emma Mitts, 29th 
Ward Deborah Graham, 25th Ward Danny 
Solis, and 24th Ward Ald. Michael Chandler. 
He has endorsements from Larry Rogers, 
Jr. Commissioner of Board of Review 
3rd District, the Westside Black Elected 
Officials and State Representatives that 
have endorsed him are Arthur Turner, Jr. 
(9th), Derrick Smith (10th), Lisa Hernandez 
(24th), and Karen Yarbrough (7th) Districts. 
Wheatley has also been endorsed by Charlie 
Hernandez Cicero Township Democratic 
Committeeman, the independent Voters 
of Illinois - the Independent Precinct 
Organization (IVI-IPO), the Chicago 
Federation of Labor and the Chicago 
Tribune Newspaper, IBEW Local #134 and 
the ATU Local #241.

When asked what he would like to 
say to voters, Wheatley stated, “Every vote 
involves a comparison of a candidate, if you 
look at my background and  experience, 
you will decide that I am the best candidate. 
To elect Arthur P. Wheatley, as Judge in the 
7th Judicial Subcircuit, his Punch number is 
187. Wheatley is also looking for volunteers 
and donations. To help you can go to his 
website and select the link for donations, 
volunteer or contact us.

Judge Arthur P. Wheatley wants to 
continue being a judge. Wheatley has 
been in law for almost forty years. He was 
appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court to 
a judicial vacancy in 7th Judicial Subcircuit 
in March of 2010 and he wants to continue 
serving Cook County and the City of 
Chicago.

His appointment to 7th judicial 
Subcircuit was a result of the vacancy 
created by the retirement of the Honorable 
Amanda Toney. While working as a judge 
in the traffic division, he is campaigning 
to be elected in the March 2012 General 
Primary Election by talking to as many 
people as possible, and informing voters 
about his background, career, qualifications 
and achievements.

Wheatley was evaluated by 12 different 
bar associations including the Black Women 
Lawyers Association of Greater Chicago, 
the Asian-American Bar Association, the 
Chicago Bar Association, the Chicago 
Council of Lawyers, the Cook County Bar 
Association and the Decalogue Society 
of Lawyers. When asked why the judicial 
evaluations are important, he responded, 
“Well, [the evaluations are] are important 
because they represent the opinions of my 
peers.” The evaluation process included 
background investigations, an extensive 
questionnaire and interviews by the 
evaluation committees from each bar 
association. These evaluations were all 
positive. “I was very pleased,” responded 
Wheatley, when asked what were his 
thoughts when he received the results of 
the evaluations. The total list of the twelve 
bar associations are on his website www.
electjudgearthurwheatley.com.

Wheatley was born and raised in 
Chicago. He earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Oberlin College in 1970 and received 

Judge Arthur P. Wheatley from Appointment to Election

his Juris Doctor of Law from the University 
of Michigan in 1973. He began his legal 
career in Washington D.C. as an attorney for 
the Federal Trade Commission. Afterward 
he worked as a solo-practitioner. As a solo-
practitioner, Judge Wheatley and another 
colleague litigated one of the first class action 
race discrimination lawsuits brought against 
the federal government, on behalf of a class 
of African-American professionals.

After returning to Chicago in 1978, 
Wheatley was employed in the office of 
Special Counsel at the U.S. Department of 
Energy. In l986, he began working for the 
Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) as a staff 
trial attorney. He was then promoted through 
the ranks to Deputy General Counsel.

When asked about his chances of 
winning Wheatley cited one voter’s comment 
at the voter’s home, when out campaigning, 
“You know what I’ve been before you in 
DUI court and you were okay. He signed my 
petition, and agreed to place my sign in his 

Judge Arthur P. Wheatley

11 years. . Her inspiration came from wanting 
to know more information about AIDS/HIV 
and what she could do to help eliminate the 
epidemic. “I enjoyed working as a research/
project coordinator because I wanted to know 
more about HIV, in addition to helping people 
become more informed of the diseases, as 
well as getting them to stop the spread of the 
virus,” she said.  Studies show that by the end 
of 2010, 0.3% (270,000) adults and children 
were newly affected with HIV/AIDS; leaving 
250,000 deaths before the beginning of 2011.  

In the midst of the interview, Dr. 
Jing Zhang mentioned  a  number of our 
clientshave passed away from AIDS  last year, 
not wanting to disclose the actual number 
of people that have died from this illness.  
When asked if there is hope that a cure for 
AIDS/HIV will soon become present, Zhang 
replied,” I truly hope so, because there are 
too many individuals who have infected and 
are dying from this disease due to the lack of 
knowledge of HIV/AIDS,” she affirmed.

 “I think the only way to stop the disease 
is to educate the uninformed. We need to 
provide information and I’d also advise people 
to know their status in addition to making 
testing available.” She resumed, “AIDS does 
not care about race or status. People that we 
help are in dire need due to lack of resources. 
It’s hard to maintain housing and treatments 
become secondary as far as seeking help is 
concerned. Refugees come to us for support 
because they have become isolated from their 
own community and mainstream services,” 
she insisted. “ 

Asian Human Services helps them get 
back on their feet so they can lead a healthy, 
productive life by receiving health care.   In 
order to receive assistance, the person must 
be HIV positive and must be linked to 
ongoing treatment,” she mentioned.  “The 
Asian Human Services have been established 

Awareness from  page 3

See Awareness page 5
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Commissioner Robert Steele 2nd District * 24th Ward Alderman Michael Chandler * Secretary of State Jesse White * Chicago Tribune Newspaper

SEALING BILL TOWN HALL
Photo by Travles Lane

The Westside's North Lawndale Employment Network (NLEN) Chief 
Program Officer Ron Tonn (left) sat with Brother Earl C. Williams Sr., 
president and founder of Williams Youth Services on the South Side as 
they joined about 35 people Feb. 24, to hear from a panel of speakers 
supporting House Bill 5723 during a meeting.  Hosted by the Center 
for Employment Training (CET) at its 100 N. Western Ave., location, 
the meeting offered attendents the  opportunity to hear from the bill's 
author, Illinois Rep. LaShawn K. Ford (D-8th) and others, regarding 
the importance of the legislation to youthful  and nonviolent first time 
offenders and the minority communities of Chicago in which they live.  

Supporters of the bill are urged to call their state  representatives toll free 
at 217 782-4040.   Photo by TRAVLES R. LANE

the enthusiasm of two boys at play.
We had fun.
And so did the many little K – 6th grade 

children performing Holy Family’s production of 
“Ease on Down the Road” in celebration of Black 
History Month.  Directed by art teacher Megan 
Schillinger, the play followed the dreams of three 
students plagued by anxiety, selfishness and 
laziness as they miss opportunities to be excellent 
students and future history makers.

The dream takes them back through some of 
the great moments in African American history—
from picking cotton to marching on Washington 
while singing and dancing the blues, jazz and 
soul music all the way.  Conversations with 
Black History giants such as Harriett Tubman, 
Louis Armstrong and Martin Luther King Jr. 
help the three youngsters realize the importance 
of education to the achievers of Black history.  
They learn of the struggles and sacrifices of their 
people’s past, and the lessons motivate them to 

pursue their own future dreams of greatness.
And in the process, those little children 

truly uplifted the spirits of all the nearly 300 
pleased and proud people in attendance as they 
demonstrated just capable and talented our kids 
can be when it is expected of them.

“We have some really talented children 
among us,” Ms. Darby said as one little performer 
wowed the crowd with his soulful calls during 
the “Short Vowel Blues” by the 1st graders.  
“Just think of what they could accomplish if we 
directed that talent toward more than just playing 
ball or entertaining.  They could make some real 
history.”

I agreed.  Like our ancestors before us, 
our children are not afraid of challenges.  They 
are hardwired for success when given proper 
direction.

And on this particular Leap Day, the 
children showed that they also are not afraid of 
the challenges of our history in America.  They 
embraced it with great joy, and so should we.

Just saying.

History from front page

since 1978. [Our HIV services] provide 
individual and group counseling, psycho-
socio support, ongoing needs assessment 
and policy advocacy, language resources, 
HOPWA Housing Advocacy, and other 
support services that will help people get on 
the right track,” she added. 

With the lack of resources being the 
main cause of the rising number of people 
living and dying from AIDS/HIV, the staff 
of Asian Human Services partake in the 
Annual AIDS Run/ Walk to raise funds and 
awareness of AIDS.  It is to help people to 
become more educated about the illness as 
well as eliminating the disease with proper 
research and treatment.  

 On the other side of the tracks, health 
coordinator of Bridging Tys to Jordon, 
Tyson Everett explained that he was inspired 
to become a health coordinator because 
God inspired him to help those in need. His 
organization has been established for six 
years and its main goal is to educate as many 
people as possible about the war on AIDS.  
“Ten percent of people are living with AIDS 
in my facility. Only one percent died from the 
AIDS,” he said. “It’s sad that this virus has 
stigmatized so many individuals to the point 
where they are isolated from their community. 
Not too many people know that they cannot 
receive the epidemic by shaking hands or 
playing a game of cards,” he expounded.  
“You can receive the disease by having 
unprotected sex and sharing needles,” he 
concluded.  In conclusion, without the proper 
tools to stop the illness from conquering the 
world, it will be a matter of time before this 
world becomes desolated with destruction 
and death. 

For more information on Dr. Jing Zhang 
and Asian Human Services HIV services, go 
to jzhang@ahschicago.org or log on Asian 
Human Services website ahschicago.org, 
or go to tyeverett@aol.com to receive more 
information on AIDS/HIV and other sexually 
transmitted diseases.     

Awareness from  page 4
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Washington, D.C. spokenword artist 
and motivational speaker, Lamont Carey 
not only possesses the entrepreneurial 
capacity to establish his own organization 
and mentor disadvantaged youth, he is 
also gifted with the skills to utilize spoken 
word as a way of spreading light on the 
importance of receiving a good education.  
Laced with smooth metaphors and modest 
lyrics within his poems, he opens the eyes 
and minds of audiences everywhere, 
revealing the essence and genuineness 
of the life and work of a man who has 
experienced the harsh reality of street life 
and the penal system.  Lamont is adept 
at displaying the truth and consequences 
of the street life to the world . “Before 
I became a spokenword artist, I was an 
entrepreneur.  After being released from 
the penal system I created a non-profit 
called Contact Visits with the mission to 
assist ex-offenders and at risk-youth. In 
order to generate funds for the non-profit, 
I created LaCarey Entertainment, LLC,” 
he said. “Hence, that is how I got started 
doing spokenword and motivational 
speaking engagements with the sole 
purpose of deterring others from a life of 
crime and encouraging them to live a life 
of purpose,” he stated.  Lamont spent his 
adolescent years receiving an education 
from the streets where he graduated 
straight to prison. While in prison, he 
quickly learned the harsh reality that as 
soon as you leave the streets, everyone 
associated with that lifestyles leaves 
you.  This discovery tore him apart but 
he rebuilt himself into a new man with 
a mission to inspire others by living his 
dreams. “If we use the same determination 
and commitment that we used to break 
the law to pursue our dreams, we become 
unstoppable,” he affirmed.

Mr. Carey received two separate 
educations, one from the streets and the 
other when he enrolled in the G.E.D 
program and then the college program 
while in prison. He realized that 

Lamont Carey uses Life 
experienCe and spoKen word to 

heLp Guide troubLed youth 
Dana Rettig 

employers would not be standing in line 
to hire him once he was released from the 
penal system so he decided to become an 
entrepreneur. “ So many ex-offenders feel 
as if they have hit a wall because society 
is unforgiving so getting a good job is 
unattainable so they return to what they 
know, the streets. I learned in the college 
program in prison that I was already a 
businessman. The streets taught me how 
to run an illegal business so when the 
college program showed me how similar a 
legit business is run compared to an illegal 
business, my confidence blossomed. I 
realized I had transferrable skills!

I believe I am an ideal person to speak 
to at-risk youth and ex-offenders. They can 
feel me out and will recognize that I have 
once dwelled in the same place they are 
trying to escape. My story is their story. In 
me they can and will always see what is 
doable when they decide to be committed 
to staying free and living their dreams.”

 For more information on Lamont 
Carey including his present and 
upcoming events, visit him on the web 
at www.lamontcarey.com or via email at 
lacareymanagement@gmail.com.

Lamont Carey

SALMON FISHING IN THE YEMEN (***) 
“Salmon Fishing in the Yemen” is something 
different that is a little familiar. An unconventional 
love story comedy drama built around a rich 
visionary sheik’s seemingly impossible project that 
helps bring two people together.
           After news of a bombing, the UK press secretary 
office needs a good news story in the Middle East. 
Anxious press secretary Patricia Maxwell (Kristen 
Scott Thomas) has very little options to work from. 
She settles on a brief news item about Sheikh 
Mohammed’s efforts to bring Salmon fly-fishing 
to the Yemen desert. The film’s title reflects a crazy 
idea that no one thinks is possible.
     Harriett Chetwode Talbot (Emily Blunt) who 
works for  Fitzgerald and Price investment firm that 
has been  given the task to handle the contractual 
demands of one of its most important clients,  At a 
time, when she has just fallen in love with a soldier 
who is about to be deployed to Afghanistan.
            Talbot needs to find a consultant to bring 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

this assignment into reality. Ewan McGregor 
is utterly charming in the role of Dr. Alfred 
“Fred” Jones, a married man and a British 
fisheries expert who is more than skeptic 
about the project, but is warned that refusal to 
accept the project could leads to his dismissal.
     Feeling this is a doomed project while 
trying to protect his job, Fred accepts a 
meeting with Talbot. He offers a ridiculous 
plan with an even more ridiculous budget 
price of $50 million pound to discourage the 
project. Surprisingly, Talbot accepts Jones’ 
terms.
    It also turns out that Fred needs the work 
out of general necessity that he decides to 
follow through. When his wife tells him she 

has accepted a 6 week assignment in Geneva. 
    So Jones is sent off to meet the sheik and check 
out the site for the river. Even though, Jones is more 
pragmatic about the project’s failure in stocking and 
irrigating a dried up lake with 10,000 salmon fish 
imported from the British fishermen.
       Sheikh Mohammed relies more on his faith 
that his project will succeed. Even though  his efforts 
is met with resistance from  a rebel faction who 
believes what the Sheik is trying to do; goes against 
their religious beliefs by involving Western ways 
that even leads to an  assassination attempt on the 
sheik that is prevented by Jones.
     Meanwhile, Harriett (Emily Blount) and Fred 
(Ewan McGregor) begin a casual association since 
both are apart from their respective loved ones. 
    Through the course of the film Harriett and Fred 
are becoming more compatible toward each other 
than with their initial mates. But each refrains out 
of respect for their loved ones. However, Harriet 
received news that her “English Patient” –type 

soldier is missing in action that begins to draw 
Harriett and Fred closer into each other’s arms/
   Meanwhile, the project becomes jeopardize when 
the British fishermen refuse to cooperate. Dr. Jones 
takes a chance on a theory to instead use 10,000 farm 
fed salmon. And whether or not the plan will work 
depends if the salmon will go upstream or not. After 
the rebel damage the dam that allows a flooding to 
occur the lake’s inauguration ceremony
      Kristen Scott Thomas givers wonderful 
performances as the overzealous press secretary 
whose determine to do anything to see this venture 
achieve as a photo op for an unpopular prime 
minister. 
     Her character goes as far as to delay the news of 
the discovery of MIA soldier whose alive and travels 
to reunite with Harriett that shatters Jones’s romantic 
hopes that the Sheik is aware of his true feelings;  
     While Jones has fallen out of love with his 
seemingly jealous wife over Harriett that makes 
him re-evaluate his thinking after the flood damage 
occurs. And yet there is hope in the project’s ultimate 
success that leads to an important decision for Jones 
and Harriett.
    A bit novelistic and  not without some predictability,  
director  Lasse Hallstrom delivers a sense of charm 
within the text of satire underneath the political 
bureaucracy from “Slumdog Millionaire” writer 
Simon Beaufoy’s script.  The love story angle 
reflects an alluring and picturesque quality that 
Hallstrom first establish in “Chocolat” and continued 
with “The Cider House Rules”. This makes the 
audience has a genuine feeling for the characters, 
its light humor. But the film’s script can’t avoid 
certain cliché moments. Still “Salmon Fishing in the 
Yemen” is a   pleasant movie that does a pretty good 
job of underscoring its satire and   messages from the 
Sheik’s ambitious yet sincere project about faith and 
destiny over political tones that provides something 
different that feels familiar.  R; 102min.  A CBS 
Films Release – Presented at selected theaters
   FRIENDS WITH KIDS (***)  “Friends with 
Kids” is a delightful surprise that brings a fresh spin 
through its witty and sarcastic humor to a familiar 
romantic premise that is honestly funny and written 
smart. 
         In this romantic comedy on relationships. Jason 
Fryman (Adam Scott) and Julie Keller (Jennifer 
Westfeldt who also wrote and directed here) are part 
of a close knit circle of friends and couples who are 
the only couple that aren’t. 
         Even though they share an apartment together 
and are long time best friends since childhood. 
They still each live separate life; With Jason dating 
regularly with other women as quickly as he dumps 
them and shares his exploits with Julie. While Julie 
is more cautious and skeptic about dating that is a 
concern to Leslie (Maya Rudolph) married to Alex 
(Chris O’ Dowd) who has had their first child. Leslie 
promises to find the “perfect” connection for Julie 
who clearly isn’t having much luck on her own as 
Jason.  Rounding out the group is:  Ben (Jon Hamm) 
and Missy (Kristen Wiig).
         Jason and Julie are the last couple in the 
group that doesn’t have any children.  So when the 
friends gather to celebrate Jason’s birthday at a ritzy 
restaurant. The noise of another table’s couple’s 
children makes Jason thinks about possibly having 
a child with Julie. 
         But only if they do not spoil their arrangement 
without all the “crap” that comes from marriage that 
they’ve witness from their coupled friends. 
         The premise has a similar sound to the how to 
stay friends without the marriage angle of last year’s 
sex comedies “Friends with Benefits” and “No 
Strings Attached”. 
         Here, the twist seems to try to put the blame 
when children enter the picture everything changes. 
Such as when Jason and Julie observe the anger of 
one of their married friends have that they analyze 
is by the presence of a child.  But of course, the 
problem isn’t the kids as it is the couple and how 
they view things in their lives.
    So Jason and Julie decide to have a child without 
the marriage/ divorce hassles. While proclaiming 
to give “100% committed at half the time” as they 
discuss it, Eventually, Jason and Julie have sex to get 
a kid, by pretending to be into each other.
      Then one day, Jason takes the baby out to the 
park in a stroller. Where Jason tries to hit on a sexy 
shaped Mary Jane (Meagan Fox) who’s out walking 
her neighbor’s dog. Meanwhile, Julie goes out on 
her first date that doesn’t go well.
          Mary Jane (Meagan Fox) is a stage dancer 
who enjoys her independence and has no interest in 
having children.  Jason enjoys her company and tells 
Julie that he thinks she might be “the girl”. Julie tries 
to telegraphs her feelings toward Jason. But as stated 
in the film, Jason is better as a fantastic friend, but 
lousy as a human being

          Naturally, Jason overlook and/or fight internally 
against what he already has and knows exist in Julie. 
And both are in denial when each witnesses the 
other’s pleasure.
           This becomes more apparent when Leslie 
actually finds a perfect mate for Julie in Kurt 
(Edward Burns), a handsome smart and young guy 
that seems to be “the guy “for Julie.
           Then the friends converge for a ski weekend 
getaway together in Vermont that leads to a harsh 
session of confessions over Jason and Julie’s 
arrangement by a wine-inebriated Ben (Jon Hamm) 
while venting his frustrations that have grown out of 
his marriage.
            This incident leads to Julie moving out 
with the child that makes Jason see Mary Jane for 
who she really is and comes to terms with the true 
feelings he’s denied himself toward Julie.  When 
after spending time with their 2 yr old child talks 
about wanting his parents to sleep in the same house. 
Jason returns to her doorstep to also honor her 
birthday with a gift – a photo album that chronicles 
their relationship.
            As familiar as this film feels, “Friends with 
Kids” is done with a certain amount of wit and 
honesty. A likeable comedy because of the characters 
and their responses are closer to being relatable and 
real to people we know.  
           The clever script shows how men and women 
over think all that is involved in a relationship that 
leads into romance that many should accept “as is”. 
Instead of trying to make more out of a relationship 
that usually where some of us get into trouble. 
    With about a fourth of the cast from “Bridesmaids” 
reunited here don’t be expecting raunchy and broad 
humor. “Friends with Kids” a smart and funny 
comedy with characters who are at odds more 
with their lives without realizing how much of it 
is their fault. R; 94min. A Lionsgate Release of 
a Lionsgate/ Roadshow Attractions Picture – 
Presented at selected theaters 
 JOHN CARTER (***) From its rather unassuming 
name, “John Carter” turns out to be one of the reasons 
we go to the movies. To escape and be completely 
transported along with the screen character. This is 
an imaginative, epic fantasy adventure that literally 
knows no boundaries between time and space.  This 
is quite an awesome spectacle to watch that in its own 
way captures a little of the same awe and wonder we 
first experienced at the debut of “Star Wars”.
            The movie begins with the rambunctious 
and defiant John Carter (Taylor Kitsch), a Civil War 
veteran soldier who continuously escapes and gets 
recaptured. After Carter is brought by the guards to 
General Powell (Bryan Cranston) who needs Carter 
for his “born fighter” skills for a mission.
         Carter becomes this enigmatic adventurer 
caught in the middle whose needed by the Princess 
of Mars (Lynn Collins) to save her civilization on 
the dying planet from a bald head race led by sly 
leader Tars Tarkus (Willem Defoe) who bears some 
facial resemblance to Harry Potter’s nemesis, Lord 
Voldemort; has the power to morph into anyone; 
who lives to destroy these civilizations with planet 
Earth next on his agenda if they aren’t stopped
   Carter and his exploits bears a slight resemblance 
to one of the animated  short stories in 1981 cult 
film; “Heavy Metal”  entitled, “Den” in which a 
skinny boy gets transformed and transported into 
bald headed muscleman on an isolated planet in this 
macho fantasy
    Bookending this film that is based on “Tarzan” 
author Edgar Rice Burroughs’ 1911 novel, “A 
Princess on Mars”, Daryl Sabara plays a young 
version of the writer in NYC, 1881 who receives 
word of the passing of an uncle who leaves him his 
personal journal the unfolds this film’s story and 
climaxes with the writer’s assistance that leads to 
unlocking burial mausoleum, Where a secret lies 
that could ultimately bring or avoid Carter and their 
princess from their reunion.
               Without publicizing the fact that this is 
sort of Pixar’s first live action feature being fronted 
by Disney and done  through one of Pixar’s gifted 
animators/ writers, Andrew Stanton who gave us 
“Wall-E” and “Finding Nemo” who tries to achieve 
what fellow Pixar animator and Chicago  born 
Brad Bird did with his live action directorial debut 
“Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol”. 
    And that is the thing about Stanton and Bird who 
each share a deep knowledge and passionate love 
for movies. With Stanton’s visual sense, passion and 
clever direction “John Carter” puts everything on 
display.  
     An enormous and ambitious film that clearly 
reflects the 1960’s movie epics that must have 
influenced Stanton. An epic  adventure that is also 
literate like David Lean’s “Lawrence of Arabia” But 
Stanton’s efforts and influences might be a bit too 

See Flicks page 7
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

Exterminating business, 2 flat Building, 
plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. Current 
owner will work one year with new owner to 
keep present customer base happy. Call 312-
492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

LEGAL NOTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to the 
use of an Assumed Business Name in 
conduct or transaction of Business in the 
State,” as amended, that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned with the 
County Clerk of Cook County under 
file No. D12129191 on February 
17, 2012 under the Assumed Name 
of  Z Company with the business 
located 1211 S. Western, Suite 203, 
Chicago, IL 60608. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Zaki 
Muhammad 66 Taiyaum, China 03000.

3bdrms  - Austin Area   - 773-
517-2474 cell laundry facilities 
available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation, sec 8 
welcome , 773-287-7407

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to the 
use of an Assumed Business Name in 
conduct or transaction of Business in the 
State,” as amended, that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned with the 
County Clerk of Cook County under 
file No. D12129090 on February 8, 
2012 under the Assumed Name of 
Divine Shine with the business located 
1354 S. Kedvale,  Chicago, IL 60623. 
The true name and residence address of 
the owner is Subrenna Johnson 1354 S. 
Kedvale Chicago, IL 60623.

LEGAL NOTICE

much as  the script becomes muddled at 
times that could handicap this good film, 
into falling short on  leaving a lasting 
impression on moviegoers.
PG-13; 132min. A Walt Disney Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters          
    BEING FLYNN (**1/2)  A little 
depressing yet slightly optimistic drama 
with good performances for this tale 
between the lives and inner struggles of 
an estranged father and son relationship 
portrayed by Robert DeNiro and Paul 
Dano.  
         Based upon the memoirs of Nick 
Flynn (Paul Dano) “Being Flynn” is a 
bittersweet film about, this young grown 
son whose been having a difficult time 
trying finding his way in life. Nick seems 
to bum around that comes to an abrupt 
end living with his girlfriend. 
    While Nick aspires to be writer since 
childhood from the periodic received 
prison letters from his now delusional, 
alcoholic father, Jonathan (Robert 
DeNiro), a racist, homophobic and 
lunatic who sees himself as a born writer 
– “an artist” gathering material from 
his skid row life for his ultimate book 
that will proclaim him as the next great 
American writer behind mark Twain and 
J.D. Salinger.
    But Nick is too insecure to express and 
share his thoughts with anyone that might 

be due in part that
 Nick hasn’t seen his father in over 
eighteen years since he walked away 
from his family.  
           Leaving the child with the only 
parental figure in his life, his mother, 
Jody,(Julianne Moore) doing the best she 
could, Working long hours between two 
jobs as a bank teller and a waitress that 
still tried to make time for her son until 
she committed suicide because of an 
uncompleted letter from him.
    After being ousted by his girlfriend, 
Nick manages to gain living space with 
two male roommates who share a loft 
that is part of a strip joint business they 
intend to make legit. Where Nick is 
suddenly tracked down by an urgent 
phone call from his father being forced to 
move from his apartment after assaulting 
tenants for their band rehearsal noise. 
After helping Jonathan move his things 
and noticing his phobic comments that 
would never allow him to move in where 
he shares the loft with.
           The roommates introduce Nick 
to their friend, Denise (Olivia Thirlby) 
who informs Nick about a possible job 
position at the Harvard Street homeless 
shelter facility run by The Captain (Wes 
Studi) and the den mother (Lilli Taylor).
    Without becoming too cliché or 
schmaltzy, director Paul Weitz has a 
difficult task; as he tries to achieve a certain 
balance from having two narrative voices 
in the film between DeNiro and Dano’s 
observational comments that only leads 
to the father  to concede on screen to his 
son’s version. But it’s the performances 
here that are more interesting than the 
proceedings in this film. R; 101min. A 
Focus Features Release – Presented at 
selected theaters 

Flicks from page 6

Attorney Lewis, who has 
been active in the community, has 
served as a mentor for children, 
ages 3-18, for six years, to help 
instill self esteem and aspirations 
in the youth.  She believes that 
education, legal outreach and 
constructive programs for the 
youth in our community, is vital in 
helping to prevent at risk children 
from becoming defendants in 
the criminal justice system.  
Kimberly has also served as a pro 
bono attorney, a board member, 
and was later appointed as the 
Chairman of the Board for the 
Geneva 

Scott Outreach Services, 

Lewis from page 3 an organization that was based out 
of the Westside and has provided 
much needed assistance, such as 
free legal services, scholarships, 
feeding the hungry, etc. in the greater 
Chicagoland area for over 30 years.  
Attorney Lewis has participated in 
expungement summits, and served as 
a volunteer for public health outreach 
programs, as well as other causes and 
organizations.

 Attorney Kimberly D. Lewis 
strongly believes that her years of 
experience serving in a judicial 
capacity, and her other legal 
experiences, has prepared her for 
the circuit court level and she needs 
your vote, punch number 189. She 
believes that based on her legal 
background; compassion for people 

and the community; and based on 
the call for diversity on the bench 
to mirror a variety of citizens and 
concerns that may come before 
the court, that she is fully capable 
and qualified to serve as judge 
in the 7th Judicial Subcircuit.  
Kimberly also indicated that she 
would give everyone the respect 
they deserve and afford them 
the due process rights to which 
they are entitled, regardless of 
status or demographic origin.  
To volunteer or donate you can 
contact her campaign at Citizens 
to Elect Kimberly D. Lewis, 
phone 312-863-0040 or email her 
at jlewis551@comcast.net. You 
can also visit her website at http://
www.kimberlydlewis.com. 

have done criminal justice reform 
work down in Springfield, education 
reform work, grow your own 
teachers program, cease fire---doing 
programs like that to try to improve 
the community.  One thing that I do 
say is that when we pass one law, 
they pass five, when we think that we 
have something good going on, we 
find out five more are coming out of 
pocket against our communities.  It’s 
time for ordinary everyday people 
to take back our government.  We 
have lost control of our government 

Debate from front 
page

to special interests, people who don’t 
have the community interest at heart 
but their own pocketbooks.  That’s 
why I’m leaving my job to go and 
represent us because we have not had 
representation in a long time. 

3b. What have you been doing 
while in office?

Senator Annazette Collins 
Answer: Ok, let’s just go back a little.  
We created the urban weatherization 
program for ex-offenders.  The black 
caucus and myself got together to find 
a program that will hire ex-offenders-
--it doesn’t matter if they have a record 
or not.  The state’s budget is $58 billion 
and we were upset that none of those 
dollars came back to this community.  
So 457 million of those dollars went 

across the state in urban districts where 
we have people in poverty and people 
are coming back to the community.  We 
have also helped save Crane, to keep it 
a neighborhood school. We started at the 
department of juvenile justice so that they 
are not charged with felonies.  We’ve 
made transferring waivers possible, so 
that kids can transfer from adult court 
back to juvenile court.  We are fighting 
to make sure that our kids have a chance 
in our community and we are fighting for 
the community in a whole.

This is just some of what the 
presentation was, however I must 
say based on the facts that have been 
presented, experience it seemed as if the 
audience cheered to hear and understand 
more.   
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

II


