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Community members and 
leaders are outraged and in a state 
of anguish about the multiple 
murders of innocent victims 
throughout our nation.  It all 
started on February 17th, 2012 with 
the death of Trayvon Martin by a 
self assigned community watch 
leader. And on March 21st, 2012--
-22 year old Rekia Boyd was shot 
in the head and murdered by off 
duty police officer Dante’ Servin 
in the Lawndale area on the west 
side of Chicago.

Boyd’s murder has started 
an outcry all throughout the city 
of Chicago, as Martin’s death got 
the attention of the nation. Due 
to the overwhelming concern, 

Community Leaders PersPeCtive on rekia Boyd kiLLinG
Tali Bakhit

Chicagoans joined together all 
over the city of to march and rally 
to say “No More Innocent Lives 
Should Be Pre-maturely Take.”

On March 27th , local leaders 
and concerned citizens rallied 
on 15th and Albany Ave, and 
eventually, some of Ogden Ave. 
was blocked off in order for the 
community to unite, receive 
answers, and stand for justice. The 
rally took place from 3pm until 
7pm and over 500 people were in 
attendance standing side by side 
chanting songs of relief while 
requesting justice.      

During the rally, the 
request for justice became great 
said Gerard Moorer, aide to See Leaders page 4

Congressman Danny Davis and 
Founder of Police and Community 
United For Peace (PACUP.)  
Moore attended the rally and 
believes that any opportunity for 
the community to come together 
and unite in order to solve an issue 
is good. “No one’s life should be 
taken for granted, in order to stop 
the Rekia Boyd type of situations 
from happening, police academy 
officials need to administer to it’s 
potentials some serious sensitivity 
training.”  Moorer has been the 
leader of PACUP for three years 
and is connecting with local 
officials, and community in order 
to help provide answers about 
Rekia Boyd’s murder.  Moorer 

adds “The purpose of PACUP 
is to bridge the gap that exist 
between law enforcement and 
community.” “If community 
trusted that the police would make 
proper judgments in reference to 
disputes the community would 
feel comfortable with calling the 
police and if the police had a better 
relationship with the community 
there would be a more positive 
interaction.”     

“Rekia Boyd’s murder was a 
senseless one,” says Commissioner 
Robert Steele. Boyd was murdered 
by off duty detective Dante’ Servin 
who apparently lives on the same 

Community hoLds raLLy For JustiCe in rekia Boyd shootinG death

1500 block of Homan Ave. was filled with protestors 
chanting for investigation of Rekia Boyd and other 
shootings in Chicago.

Angela Helton (in red), mother of Rekia Boyd, spoke to crowd while 
in agony over trajedy of daughter’s death in shooting by off duty 
detective. Mark Carter (on her right) and others helped rally support.

Angela Helton (red hoodie), mother of Rekia Boyd in arms with Attorney 
Carl Boyd (no relation), family lawyer for Rekia’s case. Family, friends, 
community, and city supporters in march protesting Rekia’s death.

Pastor John Harrel (in red) next to Ald. Michael Chandler 
supporting rally/march over shooting death of Rekia Boyd. 
Photo captures march along Homan Ave in the 1500 block.

Martinez Sutton (brown vest), brother of Rekia Boyd and Antonia 
Cross (on Sutton’s right), 2nd victim shot who was in the hand in Boyd 
shooting. Photo taken on Homan Ave just north of Douglas Blvd. 

Family members and friends congregating at location 
where Rekia Boyd and Antonia Cross were shot by off duty 
detective Dante Servin.

Gerard Moorer, Poetess Mama Brenda, and Father Pfleger of St. 
Sabina Church 

Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele (with back to camera in front of 
man in blue shirt supporting Rekia Boyd March). Also in photo Rev Livingston 
(left of Commissioner Steele) and Pastor John Harrell (red sweatsuit).

ChiLdLess 
mother

PaGe - 3
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News
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help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
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Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 

$140.00 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
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Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
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and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
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Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
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Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date April 19, 2012

Free Training in Community Journalism!

News Literacy
You Should Know It First!

For More Information
Call 312-492-9090

Black & White Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White Copies - 10 cents Each

Color Prints - 35 cents each

Color Copies - 35 cents Each copy

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

RULES TO FOLLOW WHEN HIRING AN ELECTRICIAN

1. Don’t try to do it yourself
2. Dont hire a handyman to do electrical work
3. Don’t pay too much
4. Call Harrison Electrical to schedule a  
FREE consultation before you start

HARRISON ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Licensed - Insured
CALL NOW - (773) 216-6474
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Some people are born to write, jotting down 
their thoughts and facts onto paper; informing 
others of the unknown and the impossible. Some 
people are born to act, displaying raw and in-your-
face energy into their character onto theatrical 
stages- or on the big screen. Other people are 
born to bring joy and color to people’s life 
through singing melodic, soulful lyrics that make 
audiences everywhere become inspired to either 
mend a broken heart or simply change the record.  
In the recent interview with North Lawndale 
Community News, Melanie Fiona discusses her 
new album, The M.F. Life, her various music 
collaborations, what is important to her in life, and 
other things that has helped shape Melanie into 
the woman that she is today. 

NLCN: Tell us about your new album, The 
M.F. Life and which songs are your favorite on 
the album?

Melanie Fiona:  I am very proud of the M.F. 
Life album. It breathes such pure honesty and 
rawness based on what I have endured in life 
and love, and I think everyone can relate to the 
album because at some point, the audience has 

INTRODUCTION 
THE WORLD TO 
THE M.F. LIFE 

Dana Rettig

Melanie Fiona

I come to you with my gutted heart, 
missing the one I love. This is your 
moment to have peace in your life, heart 
to heart. Had I only listened a little closer 
to my dream:

 I slept in John’s bed 2 weeks straight 
before his passing. Before I wouldn’t even 
go in there unless I adjusted the blinds. 
Whenever John was home he liked the 

CHILDLESS MOTHER
blinds all the way up. I’d always say, “Son, 
that’s why they make curtains.” When I had 
this dream, it truly shocked and shook me. 
Two in the morning I sat up on the side of 
his bed. When I talked to my baby, I told 
him about the dream; yes we always talked. 
All of John’s life I had been open and ready 
for any types of conversation. I’ve always 
questioned my child because I wanted 
answers. And he would tell me the truth or 
when he knew it was something I wouldn’t 
approve of he’d say, “Sharon why do you 
have to know?” Then I started to believe 
some of the things I’d been hearing. I know 
John wasn’t a prayer book. (Truly he is 
mind). 

You know God and son John is saying 
it’s okay to tell my MOMME, (SHARON) 
what I did to make you guys feel that my 
life needed to end so brutally and abruptly.  
Christmas was a very challenging time for 
me of them all. Again I come before you 

Lord Jesus praying the vengeance continue 
to be yours. I’m praying for justice with 
peace. No more broken families. I wish this 
nightmare for nobody. People I’m asking 
that you please stop the violence, turn 
your gun in and please stop the ganging. 
I’m asking all to help me with closure so 
I can get closer to my destiny. Somebody. 
Everybody. 

Everybody’s tune is becoming a rhythm 
and me being (Momme), Sharon Hayes is 
learning the high notes from the low notes. I 
apologize for whatever my child did to harm 
you. And if you know (Momme) you would 
know I didn’t accept John’s mess and know 
that I’m so very disappointed about what 
I’ve been hearing.

So I’m asking that all information is 
very important to me. This is not a pity party. 
For my closure, I ask that you mail me any 
statement no name needed. Please forward to 
Sharon Hayes 236 N. Killingsworth St. Apt. 

A-302 Portland, OR 97217. Remember I 
want you to remain anonymous. I don’t 
want any troubles in my life. Trouble is 
always been senseless to me.

My son said a couple months ago 
as we was watching the news “I hope 
the people who killed my dad get life 
in prison”, after seeing a man being 
convicted of murder. Well said from a 9 
year old who lost his dad to a senseless 
crime. All he wants is justice because 
nobody deserves to lose their life in such 
a senseless matter. My son is strong and 
smart and he’s keeping God in his heart 
after all he been through. I love my son 
with all heart hope justice is served.

Johnathan Hayes my son was taken 
away from me at a young age that has 
brought me a lot of heartache. I’m lost 
for words at this point. There’s a lot of 

See Mother page 5

See Fiona page 7
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block where Boyd was murdered.  Around 
1:00 am on the morning of March 21st, 
Servin approached a group of people on 15th 
and Albany to ask if they can keep the noise 
down which turned into a confrontation. 
Moments later according to Servin after 
believing his life was in danger he began 
to shoot, and hit Anthony Cross in the hand 
with accusations that Cross’s cell phone was 
a gun, and Boyd was shot in the head and 
killed. Police officials are saying that Boyd’s 
murder was an accident and according to 
colleagues Servin is still on duty, however 
he was not available for an interview. 
Commissioner Robert Steele has connected 
with States Attorney Lisa Madigan and 
Chicago Police Superintendent Garry 
McCarthy in order to make sure that there is 
a thorough investigation in place. 

On March 28th Father Pfleger and 
other community leaders got together at 
Mt. Ridge Missionary Baptist Church for a 

rally in order to receive some answers about 
Boyd’s murder. Moorer of PACUP says 
“We will continue to march, rally and meet 
until justice is served. Father Pfleger adds 
“My hopes are that we all understand, we 
are all to be engaged, we can’t wait for the 
Mayor, the president, or anyone else, when 
the community decides to aggressively get 
engaged we determine the solutions, and 
I’m praying that something is going to unite 
the revolution.” 

There will be a follow up rally for 
Rekia Boyd on Sunday, April 1st, 2012 at 
4pm located at 531 N. Kedzie at the New 
Tabernacle of Faith Baptist Church with 
keynote speaker Thomas N. Todd (TNT.)  
This rally is planned by Congressman 
Danny Davis, Gerard Moorer from PACUP, 
Rev. Paul Jaks and other community 
leaders. Community leaders are asking for 
you participation so that justice is served. 

Notwithstanding his defiant 
performance in a hoodie on the House 
floor Wednesday (March 28), I was 
particularly struck by U.S. Congressman 
Bobby Rush’s (D-1st) readings from the 
Book of Micah and the Gospel of Luke.

With the move during a speech in 
support of justice in the February shooting 
death of Florida teenager Trayvon Martin, 
the longtime South Side legislator 
highlighted the growing unrest as voices 
around the nation call for an arrest in the 
case.  As reported in a Washington Post 
blog by Rosalind S. Helderman on the 
same day, New York lawmakers also wore 
hoodies on the floor to the state Senate in 
Albany earlier this week, and the Miami 
Heat basketball team tweeted a photo with 
team members wearing the now iconic 
garment.

Following his ouster from the House 
chamber in the national capital, Rush, in 
a subsequent interview with reporters 
remarked, “The House floor and the well 
of the House should not be disconnected, 
nor should it be distant from the pleas and 
the pleading of the American people for 
justice.”

Still, instead of quoting what the 
Holy Bible says about freeing the captives 
and the persecuted, I would have more 
preferred to have heard him quote the U.S. 
Constitution regarding the value of black 
life in America.  Because it is the words of 
that compromised, 18th Century document 
wherein the seeds of 21st Century 
American racism, racial profiling and the 

LANE CHANGE 
Seeds for Trayvon Martin’s Death Planted 222 Years Ago

A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - The1tlane@yahoo.com
devaluation of African American lives were 
planted some 222 years ago.

And until that document is no longer the 
existing foundation of politics, economics 
and the culture of fear and hate that 
continues to define our national character, 
there will be a lot more Trayvon Martins 
and Rekia Boyds (a 22-year-old North 
Lawndale African American woman gunned 
downed by an off-duty Chicago policeman 
last week) before there are none.

As soon as I got the news of Rush’s 
defiance our Martin’s death, I immediately 
went to his Facebook page and commented 
to the effect that when are we going to see a 
black politician actually tell it like it really 
is when speaking of justice, equality and 
the Constitution that they take to calling 
“our” as soon as they get to Washington.  
My American History tells me no minority, 
woman or member of the 99 percent of the 
Occupy movement were among the framers.  
So let’s call it what it is—their—rich white 
men’s, constitution.

And they are the same one percent 
running the country today.  That is a plain, 
simple fact.  It is the truth.  I got no reply 
from the congressman. 

Unlike Rush, Obama and all our other 
so-called black leaders, however, I do not 
have to pretend ignorance when considering 
why tragedies such as this continue to happen 
in America.  Black life has always been and 
continues to be cheap in this country, and all 
the black presidents, million-dollar athletes, 
hip hop moguls and other highly paid black 
entertainers in the world will not change 

that fact here by embracing the source of 
our persecution.

At least not until every black man, 
woman and child in this corrupt country 
quit contributing to the deaths of our young 
men by rejecting the programs of hypocrisy, 
violence and greed that established the 
United States in 1789, and fortifies our 
national culture today.

It is 2012, people and well past time 
to stop enslaving ourselves—white and 
black—to the lies and myths of America that 
we unwittingly enable whenever we make 
believe that true freedom, racial equality 
and equal justice can ever exist here upon 
the constitutional foundation of slavery and 
racism that begat the U.S. and continues to 
feed the roots of all this country has ever 
been or ever will grow up to be, unless a 
new social contract takes the place of the 
self-serving pact crafted by the rich white 
men of the colonies who wrested control 
of this land from the rich white men who 
served the crown of King George.

Only when the one, keystone document 
that declares all that we are or aspire to be 
as Americans, does not limit the franchise 
power of our democracy to the control of a 
privileged class, and is finally constructed 
by representatives of a diverse consensus 
of 21st Century American citizens, will the 
lives of minorities will be equally valued 
among us all.  Only then will the sanctity 
of living black in the USA escape the lethal 
cheapness ascribed to by an 18th Century 
relic that remains enshrined and enforced 
here religiously presently, as a matter of any 

official public duty.
For any objective, non-mythical 

examination of the language and intent 
of the U.S. Constitution ratified in 1789, 
will unmistakably conclude it to simply be 
a compromise-filled business agreement 
among the nation’s wealthy elite.  And 
it’s purposeful ambiguity intentionally 
authorizes a government empowered 
to ensure the continuing benefits of a 
perpetual competitive culture whose 
capitalistic activities primarily serves 
the interests and dictates of a cabal of 
white moneyed masters.  The rights and 
citizenship guarantees for everyone else 
must first gain favor with this cabal to earn 
enfranchisement—through amendments 
that do little to remove the mandate of 
privileged inequity nurtured by the taproot 
original founding document.

And until black folk who proper in 
this country despite the U.S. Constitution 
instead of because of it, and use their 
success to call a spade a spade, the George 
Zimmermans of this nation will continue 
to lynch black victims and claim legal 
protection from a system that has given 
them just that for more than two centuries.

Another thing about Jesus’ declaration 
of his ministry in Luke 4:  that Rush quoted 
before his ejection:  The Lord did not say 
anything about releasing the oppressed 
just so they could fight and give their 
lives simply to be allowed the opportunity 
to adopt the ways and means of their 
oppressors.

Just Saying. 

Rally held for Rekia Boyd and other Chicago police-involved shootings included protest in front of 
10th District Police Station on Ogden and Homan Ave. Police blocked off Ogden Ave. at Homan 
and Kedzie Ave alllowing protest in front of police station. In photo, the march is continuing down 
Spaulding Ave. headking back to Douglas Park across the street of home of detective Dante Servin.
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

On Wednesday, March 28th the North 
Lawndale Community News (NLCN) 
attended the 2012-HIRING OUR HEROES 
JOB FAIR that was held for the second year 
at the Conrad Hilton Hotel-720 S. Michigan 
Avenue from 9:00A-1:00P, although last 
years’ Job Fair was held in my opinion in 
a better and newer Hilton Hotel on east 
Wacker Drive. By the looks of things this 
years’ Job Fair was a smashing success if 
one were only to use numbers as a gauge.  
There must have been at least   1000 
veterans and spouses in attendance. Close 
to 140 Veteran-Friendly Companies were 
in attendance. Some companies represented 
are   well-known advertised names some 
other companies came from the east and 
west coast looking for their right kind of 
employee. 

If there are areas to complain about 
it appears that this years’ (2012) Hiring 
Our Heroes, they are: (1) It was done on 
the cheap this in comparison to last years’ 
(2011).   (2) There was no lunch this year?          
(3) The space was too small? (4) It appeared 
to be organized confusion? (5)The time 
period of 9:00A-1:00P was way too short 
in which gave one the feeling of: “LET’S 
HURRY-UP AND DO THIS? (5) Some 
companies had persons standing in-line 
waiting to give them their resumes, some 
companies had resumes two inches high? 

Hiring Our Heroes (Almost) Got Hired
Abu Bakr Nurruddin

(6) Companies were grouped by number 
rather than category, with well over several 
hundred veterans and thei in attendance you 
just didn’t know where to go? (7) There was 
not enough time to talk to every company in 
attendance, probably meaning that for some 
companies the resumes that they received 
could have been 4-5 inches high instead of 
being only a couple of inches.

If this years’ Job Fair was an indication 
of the state of unemployment among 
veterans locally, then one shudders to think 
about what the situation must be regionally, 
or nationally?  Mr. President we got a ‘real 
Job crises on our hands!

Employers spoke to gave one the 
impression that there are plenty of jobs 
available for those who pocess High 
Technology Education particularly in the 
mechanical and electrical areas. There 
are not enough persons able to fill these 
available jobs due to their lack of technical 
training or education.  Some jobs offered 
even required a degree.

One shutters to think what the situation 
must be for those who don’t have a military 
background? Jobs in the mechanical and 
electrical areas are going unanswered 
because of the requirement to get them 
requires much, much, more than a high 
school diploma. 

Gone are the days of jobs that only 

require a high school diploma.          Jobs of 
today easily require two years of College. 
For many of the areas of engineering you 
may need a master’s degree, period. It really 
looks like there are no longer one-employer-
life-long-jobs being with the same company 
for say 20-30 years without a person 
continuing on a path of life-long education.  
Keep in mind these are the minimum 
requirements to just obtain entry-level jobs. 
If a person has plans of one day  owning 
their own business educational requirements 
are going to be twice as demanding in order 
to compete with other entrepreneurial 
companies on a local, regional, national, or 
international level.

In other words whether one is just 
seeking a entry-level job or opening one’s 
own business we on the West side in 
particular are going to have the face the 
educational fact that we and our children 
are going to have to be able to read, write, 
and count at a minimum on 12-14 Grade 
Level. If a person intends to obtain a college 
or university degree then this person will 
have to be able to read, write, and count on 
a 16-20 grade level.  Any person who reads, 
writes, and not being able to count on a 12 
Grade Level is only fuel for the: Prison-
Industrial-Complex.     Sad but true. It’s as 
simple as this! As complicated as this! 

Our teachers can only teach those who 

are coached first prepared at home?  Our 
success as a community ‘depends’ on this! 
There are at least four (4) Economic Engine 
areas that our West Side community must 
at minimum address in order to produce 
a strong, competitive middle class, they 
are: (1) Building & Construction, (2) 
Manufacturing,             (3) Education, and 
(4) Health/Healthcare.  Each of these areas 
are multi-billion-dollar business areas. 
With each billion dollars of human and 
financial capital engineered that will create 
businesses that will produce 200,000 new 
jobs for a sum total of businesses that create 
800,000 new jobs?

This means that our West Side 
elementary schools ‘must’ be in the business 
of  graduating present and future students 
who are able to read, write, and do math on a 
12 Grade Level.  Our High School teachers 
must graduate students who are able to read, 
write, and do math on a 12-16 Grade Level.  
Our Universities to have any real value 
for the monies they charge must’ be in the 
business of graduating students able to read, 
write, and do math on a 16-20 Grade Level.  

It’s as simple as this! It’s as complicated 
as this!                                                                         JUST 
TO GET A JOB IN THE PRESENT!

JUST TO GET A JOB IN THE FUTURE!                                                                                                     
JUST TO BE ABLE TO DO FOR SELF!

questions that need to be answered. Love, Your 
Dad.

It’s been with great sadness and overwhelming 
with disbelief the way we’ve been feeling since 
the loss of our loved ones. It’s been puzzling to 
us as to why this tragedy has stuck our family and 
why their murders have not been resolved. Each 
day I wonder but have faith that we will get our 
questions answered. Treon & John are loved and 
missed by many. Each day goes by I thank God for 
the good times that we were able to spend together 
and I just wish that others will find it in their hearts 
to remember them the same. Psalm 23. Shawan

Last Year Feb 5th, my whole life went left 
when my uncle Johnathan Hayes was murdered. 
My world has changed so much, but I’ll get 
through it all, missing him more every day. My 
uncle Johnathan was one of my best uncles and 
I was his best niece. I loved him so much I will 
never forget you my #1 uncle. We plead for 
information that leads to our brother’s death a year 
ago. We have lost two brothers to gun violence. 
From Johnathan’s siblings

If you have any information please call Area 
4 Homicide Greg Andras (312)746-8252. You will 
remain anonymous. It’s work to be done. It’s okay 
to be a confused admirer. Value your families, not 
your friends. Come up out of the daze. If not, it 
becomes more fuzzier. Please give me relief.  

Mother from page 3 Utility Bill Final  Hour
There are 2 programs to assist you with your 

utilities 1. LIHEAP – for those that have not 
done energy assistance since September 2011. 
Although disconnect can be applied for, but 
cannot have received reconnection assistance 
after September. Please call 312 492-9090 for 
more information before coming in to office.
 2. Hardship– for those that need help paying 

ComEd bill, you must present a hardship and 
the bill cannot be over $1199.
 We are also assisting  with the 

WEATHERIZATION program, work may 
include attic and wall installation, furnace 
repair or replacement, window and door 
repair or improvement.
All programs you will need PROOF of 

INCOME or a letter of who has been supporting 
you for the last 30 days – FOOD STAMPS is 
not proof of income, Current utility bill, Social 
Security Card of every one in house. 
TAKE ADVANTAGE WHILE FUNDS ARE 

STILL AVAILABLE.  
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WRATH OF THE TITANS (**1/2) The 
sequel to the 2010 remake of the 1981 film 
takes a few liberties, While this film manages 
to be less of a mess and closer with its Greek 
mythology portraying   this family of Gods 
as being more mortal than immortal through 
their family matters and differences in another 
battle for control and power that will bring 
Perseus out of retirement to resolve for his 
father
   After defeating the Kraken and saving 
humanity in the 2010 film; Perseus (Sam 
Worthington), the demi-god (Half human, half 
god) son to the Mighty Zeus (Liam Neeson) 
has some reservations within himself to 
declines his father’s offer to join him on his 
throne.
      Perseus rather settles on being human 
where he loses his wife to live a devoted life 
to his 10 yr old son, Helius as a fisherman. 
Yet, Zeus makes a visit to warn him of another 
impending “calamity to come” that needs his 
assistance/ But Perseus is stands steadfast to 
live to protect his son rather deal with godly 
matters.

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic.

    It’s just as well considering how dysfunctional 
the relationship and the relatives within these 
Gods are that have been splintered between 
Zeus and the evil brother, Kronos who controls 
the now imprisoned Titans. 
    In this struggle for supremacy, Ancient 
Greece has lost its way, leaving its gods under 
appreciated and barely worshipped. Their lack 
of faith that has left its civilians vulnerable. 
While underground empowering the fearsome, 
Croons, who grows stronger over a weakening 
Zeus who seeks support from Hades (Ralph 
Fiennes) and Poseidon (Danny Huston). 
   Only to be betrayed when Hades decides to 
team up with Zeus’ godly son, Ares ((Edgar 
Ramirez) and switches their loyalty to cuts a 
deal with Hades to capture Zeus to drain him 
of his powers.
     It’s inevitable that Peresus will have no 
choice to battle for his father and save 
humanity.  When his small village comes 
under attack by a two -headed flying dragon 
that Perseus battles to protect his son. 
  After learning about Zeus’ capture; Poseidon 
has to reassure a doubting Perseus that if being 

“half a god” isn’t good enough for what needs 
to be done.  Poseidon recommends that he 
needs to find his “other” half.    
     It was interesting to see Perseus gain some 
aerial battle encounters with Pegasus, the 
winged horse that he tamed in the remake 
whose suddenly had been white in most 
movies that is now converted Black ( Is this 
intended as an racial reference by color?
    This leads Perseus to visit Queen Andromeda 
(Rosamund Pike) and her army for assistance 
to find his imprisoned cousin, Agenor (Toby 
Kebbell) to lead him to the uncharted island to 
find “the Fallen One” 
    Following a few battle encounters with 
mammoth creatures and monsters; Perseus 
along with Andromeda and her army, and 
Poseidon’s son who takes them to a labyrinth 
to the depths of the underworld where 
Zeus is being held that ultimately leads to a 
showdown with Perseus and Ares to regain 
the thunderbolt that belongs to Zeus that could 
restore him long enough after he reconciles 
with Hades who joins him to sacrifice himself 
to save humanity.
     “Wrath” is better than “Clash”, but that 
is not saying much.  Still, its over-the-top  
battle sequences with fire breathing creatures, 
running  and dodging through woods to  avoid 
be swatted and stomped to the death  while 
being chased by giant Cyclops are among the 
elaborate GCI effects that gives Worthington 
quite a workout 
     Where Perseus discovers the legacy will 
carry on through his young son who manages 
to aid some assistance to his father in his battle 
with Ares. While Zeus admits to human err 
in misjudging Hades to reconcile in time to 
join forces against the powerful Kronos. It’s 
all adequate that manages to offer a slight 
improvement over the initial remake. PG-13; 
98min. A Warner Bros Pictures Release – 
Presented at selected theaters 

WAR HORSE (***1/2) Filmmaker 
Steven Spielberg’s latest epic adventure 
that is derived from the Broadway stage 
play is like watching two forms of 
movies into one. The film begins like 
the usual “boy and his animal tale that 
remind viewers of “The Black Stallion”.

A young teen (Jeremy Irvine) 
develops a close bond from observing 
the birth of a spunky colt on his parents’ 
s beautifully spacious yet financially 
troubled farm that leads to  the horse 
being sold to the military at the 
beginning of WWI. 

Then the film shift into kind of a 
“Saving Private Ryan” for this horse 
that endures adventures, war battles 
and bombings through hard work and 
torture. 

Years later, the teenager enters the 
military still determine to somehow 
reunite with his horse that is later who 
discovered entangled in barbwire while 
trying to gallops through a battle field.

This results in a stop in the battle 
and a soldier from each side trying to 
aid the injured horse in a remarkable, 
social commentary scene. “War Horse” 
is beautifully photographed, richly 
detailed and technically sound as any 
Spielberg movie would be. PG-13; 
142min. Touchstone Pictures Home 
Video

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by 

David Schultz
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

EXTERMINATING BUSINESS, 2 flat 
Building, plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. 
Current owner will work one year with new 
owner to keep present customer base happy. 
Call 312-492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

LEARN HOW TO USE AND RECEIVE 
A FREE REFURBISHED COMPUTER

ConneCted LivinG ComPuter traininG Comes to 
strateGiC human serviCes.

Free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a week  For 2 hours
100% attendanCe required to reCeive a Free ComPuter
aLso you must show ProoF that you reCentLy reCeived 

BroadBand or Just PurChased it
reFurBished ComPuters avaiLaBLe

 whiLe suPPLies Last
must Be 18 years or oLder

Free ComPuter traininG even iF not quaLiFied For Free 
ComPuter.

CaLL For CLass hours and detaiLs
reGistrations are oPen to the PuBLiC

CLasses For seniors
CLasses For younG aduLts

CLasses For veterans
no ComPuter knowLedGe neCessary

(312)492-9090

3bdrms  - Austin Area   - 773-
517-2474 cell laundry facilities 
available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation, sec 8 
welcome , 773-287-7407

Fiona from page 3

experienced the same thing. My 
favorite songs on the album are 
4 A.M. and Change the Record.  
The single, Change the Record 
is about reforming your life. 
If something -or someone is 
distracting you from moving 
towards progression, then 
change the record. That’s all you 
can do, if you want revolution in 
your life. The hit single, 4 A.M. 
was written by Rico Love. When 
he wrote the song, I immediately 
fell in love with song because I 
believed that it would suit my 
album wonderfully.  Hence, I 
told him I wanted him to let me 
sing the song and the rest was 
history. 

NLCN: You were great 
at the Soul Train Awards last 
year. Describe working with 
great artists, such as John 
Legend, [Common], Cee-lo 
Green and many others. 

MF: Working with various 
artists such as, John Legend, 
[Common], Cee-lo Green 
and many others was a great 
experience because these 
musicians are people that I 
admire and respect.  I have 
always wanted to work them 
for a long time now, and being 
able to receive an opportunity 
to collaborate with them was a 
blessing.  

NLCN: Before you 
became an R&B singer, what 

were you like prior to your 
notoriety? 

MF:  In high school, I 
used to play basketball and 
volleyball. I even ran track and 
became a professional boxer. It 
was a lot of fun because I was 
able to utilize my energy into 
something exciting.  

NLCN: Besides singing, 
what else matters to you at 
this moment? 

MF: I care about my 
family, the emotion of love, 
and good health. There is more 
to life than concentrating on 
one thing. 

  NLCN: Name five 
favorite artists that you have 
developed your style from. 

 MF: The five favorite 
people that I get my style are 
[Whitney Houston], Lauryn 
Hill, Bob Marley, Alicia Keys 
and Sam Cooke because 
these are the ones who have 
immensely pave the way for 
someone like me to do what I 
love. 

NLCN: What would you 
like to convey to the readers 
on a higher, spiritual level? 

MF: I would tell the reader 
to let go and let the universe 
handle the rest through 
music and the essence of its 
conception, because without 
music; I feel that people will 
not be able to relate to life’s 
ups and downs, nor would they 
be able to survive it.

For more information 
about Melanie Fiona and her 
upcoming events, go to www. 
melaniefiona.com. 
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

II


