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With the 2012 primary election 
just a few days way, LaShawn 
Ford, state representative for the 8th 
District, is working hard to help his 
community. The NLCN was able to 
talk to him about his campaign and 
his plans for the future:

What projects are you 
working on right now?

Well, the most important 
project is employment, jobs, 
and contracts for the people that 
have mostly been shut out of 
opportunities—especially Blacks—
so that we can start to improve the 
neighborhoods through jobs and 
contacts and not worry so much 
about safety net programs but to 
make sure that people have the most 
important safety net—a job.

The election is coming up. In 
fact it’s coming up on March 20th. 
Are you doing any campaigning?

Well of course. I continue to do 
what I do. I continue to help, lead 
people to opportunities and just 
continue to do what I was elected by 
the people to do. As far as political 

LaShawn Ford Talks about His Career, Campaign
Nicholas Short        

things, I’m still making 
the appearances that I have 
always made and I do my 
best to stay in the area and 
do what I can to give many 
people the resources.

If you get re-elected, 
what will you do?

Well, the most important 
thing is to continue to 
strengthen businesses, continue 
to fight for schools for the 
Austin community, increase 
the number of Blacks with 
contracts with the state of 
Illinois and with the city 
of Chicago, increase the 
number of Blacks that’s 
employed with the state of 
Illinois, continue to bring resources 
back for the entire district so that 
we can build up public schools, 
and improve the infrastructure of 
the entire 8th District. We have to 
continue to also find ways to balance 
the state budget and I’ll continue 
to find ways to work on pension 
reforms and Medicaid reforms and 

balancing the state budget so that 
we can pay our vendors—that’s 
very important to helping keep the 
state vital—and doing everything 
that we need to do to provide the 
services to the citizens of Illinois. 
We need the social service agencies 

that pick up the slack where 
the government cannot, so 
we have to find ways to pay 
the bills. So I’ll continue to 
fight for a balanced budget 
and a way to continue to 
pay our vendors that pick 
up the slack for the state.

Why do you feel you 
should be re-elected?

Well, I mean, I 
would like to be reelected. 
Whether I should be re-
elected is up to the voters. 
I go to bed and wake up 
thinking about ideas on how 
to improve the community 
and how to make life easier 
and provide resources and 

opportunities for people. I hope the 
people feel that I feel strong about 
strong families and opportunities 
for families and resources for 
families so we can develop our 
communities. And that’s every 
part of the city and state. I feel 
very strong and passionate that 
government has a responsibility, 

making sure that there are no secret 
resources out there, that it is a level 
playing field for everyone. And if 
it’s not, I want to continue to fight 
to make it as level as possible so 
that educational opportunities are 
available for everyone—quality 
education. I want to make sure that 
all of our neighborhoods are safe 
[and] free of crime. So there is a lot 
of work to do in the state of Illinois 
and the 8th District: to improve 
schools, improve healthcare delivery 
and access to healthcare. And it’s a 
perfect time to be serving during the 
administration of President Obama, 
to help implement the American 
Healthcare Act and to make sure that 
healthcare is available to all people.

Out of all the problems that 
our state has, which is the most 
important?

The most the important 
problem that the state has is 
fairness, making sure that we are 
fair in providing opportunities for 
everyone…

State Rep. La Shawn Ford

Since she graduated from John 
Marshall High School nearly 11 
years ago, Nedra Johns has spent 
her still young adulthood trying to 
make a difference in the state of 
her Westside neighborhood in any 
number of small ways.  And now 
more than ever, the Panera Bread 
baker feels her chance to do so in a 
large way may have finally arrived.

“We are going to be encouraging 
the community to get involved and 
participate more fully in the process,” 
said Johns, a field coordinator in Dr. 
Patricia Van Pelt Watkins supporter 
who is also a staunch recycling and 

LANE CHANGE: Van Pelt 
Watkins, Supporters Fighting 

Culture of Corruption 
A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - The1tlane@yahoo.com

green economy advocate.  “I consider 
myself a community activist, and 
I am committed to helping this 
campaign succeed so we can help 
our communities do a better job of 
helping themselves.”

 Van Pelt Watkins’ 
campaign to unseat Annazette R. 
Collins from the incumbent’s Illinois 
5th Senate District seat in next week’s 
March 20 Democrat primary election 
brought more than two dozen 
supporters together Saturday (Mar. 
10) at the candidate’s home at 2826 
W. Washington St.  Feted with a 

Campaign chat: Nedra Johns (left) talks 5th District politics with Louvenia 
Hood at the home of 5th District candidate Patricia Van Pelt Watkins.

In the midst of racism and 
police brutality during the Black 
Panther Movement, Larry Nelson 
has always been the person to fight 
against the unjust in addition to 
fighting for the weak and voiceless 
at a young age.  Intelligent and 
politically conscious, Larry 
Nelson has always been a firm 
believer in the essence of order 
and determination because he 
knew that those are the main 
components towards progression 
in any situation, especially in the 
political field. “I have always 
been active in politics, since I 
was thirteen years-old. I am very 
open-minded about giving people 
the best services possible in the 
community,” he said. “Right now, 
I am working hard to make sure 
that the younger nation does have 
any problems in going to the polls 

Larry Nelson Knocks 
Competition Off the 
Republican Ballot

Dana Rettig 

and vote.” 
Although competition has 

never been an issue with Larry 
Nelson, he always believed 
in being fair at the same time, 
regardless of how bad certain 
predicaments are, especially since 
his ex-opponent was knocked off 
the poll for sending off incorrect 
paperwork to the campaign 
faculty. “At this moment, there 
is no competition now since my 
ex-opponent, McKinsey had run 
some really awful paperwork to 
the campaign members to the point 
of elimination,” he explained. 
“Hence, there isn’t anyone who 
has enough courage to compete 
against me in this election,” he 
mentioned.    Larry Nelson may be 
competitive and confident, but he 
believes in lending a helping hand 
to aspiring politicians the best 
way possible. “The only advice 
I can give to aspiring politicians 
is to be honest and fair to people 
because when you are genuine 
and fair to the public, they will 
become inspired to follow your 
lead as well as maintain belief 
in you,” he implemented. “That 
is the code I live by the best way 
probable. “   For more information 
on Republican Larry Nelson, go 
to larrynelson1@att.net.

Larry Nelson
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Installation & Repair Work
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Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date April 19, 2012

Free Training in Community Journalism!

News Literacy
You Should Know It First!

For More Information
Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

RULES TO FOLLOW WHEN HIRING AN ELECTRICIAN

1. Don’t try to do it yourself
2. Dont hire a handyman to do electrical work
3. Don’t pay too much
4. Call Harrison Electrical to schedule a  
FREE consultation before you start

HARRISON ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Licensed - Insured
CALL NOW - (773) 216-6474
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catered fare of good food and like-minded company, 
the cozy gathering also offered the challenger an 
opportunity to express her faith in the eventual 
success of her effort to bring social justice to the 
forefront of policy decisions in Springfield.

 Promising a “new voice” for education, 
public safety and criminal justice reforms, Van 
Pelt Watkins also pledged to work for “focused 
development” within the district.  “We will be 
bringing a new paradigm to Springfield,” she 
added.  “People are ready for change.  We haven’t 
gotten our fair share.  They can see it, and they want 
to do things differently.”

 The need for change in Westside politics 
and policymakers became even more apparent 
March 13, when ABC-7 News television, the 
Chicago Sun-Times and Chicago Tribune each 
prominently reported the arrest of 10th District State 
Rep. Derrick Smith on bribery charges.  Smith was 
appointed to the post last year to replace Collins 
when she was elevated to the senate to replace a 
retired Rickey R. Hendon.  Ironically also, his 
arrest on March 12 came only two days after Van 
Pelt Watkins held a news conference at the Federal 
Building downtown demanding the feds investigate 
charges of corruption against Collins.

 Now, these all-too-common developments 
a week before the ballot come as our former 
governor (Rod Blagojevich) went to federal prison 
Thursday (Mar. 15) to do 14 years, while his 
predecessor (George Ryan) also remains confined 
after convictions for corruption.  Locally, former 
28th Ward Ald. Isaac Carothers is still in a halfway 
house after serving time for accepting bribes.

 In other words, a culture of corruption with 
deep historical roots seems to await officeholders 
in this city, in this state and on this side of town.  
Johns, a lifelong Westside resident, is hoping her 
support helps Van Pelt Watkins gets the opportunity 
to root it out of the 5th District with a victory next 
week.

Van Pelt Watkins, who said she has put more 
than $300,000 of her own money into her campaign 
has also pledged to offer corporate or other special 
interests no favors.  “Because I don’t need their 
money,” she said.  “I got money.” 

 Combined with the recent indictment of 
William Beavers, the abrupt retirement of longtime 
28th Ward Ald. Ed Smith, the tarnishing of Jesse 
Jackson Jr. and the marginalizing of Bobby Rush 
and Danny Davis, one could easily discern that a 
lot of longtime Chicago dominoes of black political 
power has been tumbling since, coincidentally, the 
election of Barack Obama to the U.S. presidency.  
The curious 2008 defeat of former Rep. Art Turner 
for lieutenant governor could be included in the 
erstwhile purge.  And while these developments 
can squarely be blamed on the politicos themselves, 
it is hard not to consider that something else larger 
is at work here.

I mean, how in Hades does a black appointed 
Democrat representative get himself bribed a 
week before an election, in which he is facing 

Fighting from front page

See page 6

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

In the March 20, 2012 Primary, we are 
going to have the opportunity to elect the 
first African-American woman to the Illinois 
Supreme Court. If she is elected, she will be 
the second African-American person in all of 
Illinois history to serve. Currently, we have the 
Honorable Judge Charles E. Freeman, the first 
and African-American black on the Illinois 
Supreme Court. 

We should as a people pay close attention 
to how Judge Joy Cunningham made it to this 
point, as a candidate for a seat on the Illinois 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We Are On The Verge of Making Meaningful 
Progress!

But why is the process so painstakingly slow?
Supreme Court. She was first a Cook County 
Associate Court Judge; and as a result of this 
was able to hone her skills, allowing her to 
qualify for the Illinois Appellate Court (Court 
of Appeals).

While we have many qualified African-
American lawyers who could run for a 
judgeship, those that do are generally at the end 
of their careers, giving them usually six years 
or less on average the bench, after which they 
retire, leaving a terrible void of representation. 
This prevents us from having African-American 

judges who start at the Circuit Court level and 
then moving up through the system to the 
Appellate Court, Illinois Supreme Court, or 
the Federal District Court. That is why it is 
imperative that our community elect younger, 
qualified practitioners of the law to the bench 
in the lower courts, so that we can have a 
steady pool of fair-minded judges to accede up 
the ladder and be prepared to assume higher 
court judgeships. The time to start this process 
is now. 
                                                                LF

What will you do to solve that problem?
Well, I think that it’s going to take a lot 

more than me to solve the problem, but I think 
that we need to let everyone know that there 
is a problem and that we need to be working 
toward…first things first is to recognize that 
we have a problem…

What do you think is your greatest 
achievement and why?

I would think that the greatest achievement 
that I would have is just being accepted by the 
community as someone they can count on. 
It’s hard to gain public trust. It’s hard to gain 
support of the community and have people to 
believe and want to work with you so I think 
that that’s my greatest achievement…

Ford also mentioned that he is running 
for delegate for President Barack Obama. 
He wants to travel to North Carolina to 
help nominate President Obama to be the 
Democratic nominee for the 2012 presidential 
election. He said he admires President Obama 
for being a person who fought hard for his 
achievements. His office is located at 5104 W. 
Chicago Ave. and his phone number is 773-
378-5902 to contact his office.

Ford from front page
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According to Chicago Community 
Trust online, Enlace Chicago was founded 
in 1990 as a group of civic and community 
leaders founded what was then called 
Little Village Community Development 
Corporation, which is now called Enlace 
Chicago. 

 In 1998, they opened an office in 
the heart of Little Village with only an 
executive director to develop programs. Ten 
years later, the organization has grown to a 
staff of 27 full-time employees, 4 part-time 
staff and 104 part-time instructors in the 
Education Department.

In recognition of its accomplishments, 
Enlace Chicago has received the following 
awards: 2001 Neighborhood Award, 
Chicago Council on Urban Affairs 2003 
Community Organizing Award, Woods 
Fund of Chicago, the John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, 
New Prospect Foundation and Wieboldt 
Foundation 2004 National Neighborhood 
Excellence Award, Bank of America 2006 
Non-Profit Community Building Award, 
LISC.  

Enlace Chicago (formerly Little Village 
Community Development Corporation) is 
dedicated to making a positive difference 
in the lives of residents of the Little 
Village community in Southwest Chicago 
by fostering a physically safe and healthy 
environment in which to live and by 
championing opportunities for educational 
advancement and economic development. 
Like the youth that has been influenced by 
gangs and other horrific things in their life, 
fellow Enlace Chicago faculty member, 
*Rico Cortez once faced his past demons 

ENLACE CHICAGO BRINGS 
HOPE AND CLARITY TO 

DISADVANTAGED YOUTH
Dana Rettig

by making a change in his life by dedicating 
himself to forming a relationship with God 
in addition to watching his friends die from 
gang violence and having an epiphany that 
warned him of his upcoming destruction if 
he did not get on the right track.  Like Cease 
Fire interrupter, Tim White, Rico joined the 
gang for acceptance as well as seeking self-
identity.  

“I joined the gang because I was 
searching for my self-identity. I did not 
know who I was as an individual, so I joined 
the gang, not fully recognizing what was in 
store for me if I were to partake in the gang 
life,” he admitted. As the years progressed, 
Rico realized that it was time for a fresh 
start by letting go of the gang life and move 
towards progression. 

See page 5
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
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www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Commissioner Robert Steele 2nd District * 24th Ward Alderman Michael Chandler * Secretary of State Jesse White * Chicago Tribune Newspaper

“During my incarceration, I had an 
epiphany that it was time to make a change in 
my existence because I knew for a fact that if I 
did not reform my way of thinking, it wouldn’t 
be long before my demise sneak up on me like 
a thief in a night,” he said.  After watching his 
friends die from gang violence, there were some 
things that Rico did not receive an opportunity 
to say to them before their passing. Now as a 
mentor, he utilizes his gifts of helping others as 
a way of keeping his friends’ memories alive 
by encouraging the youth to stay in school- and 
out of trouble. 

“If my friends were alive, I’d tell them 
that as long as I am guiding kids towards the 
right path; their death will not be in vain,” 
he implemented. When asked what kind of 
solutions Rico believes will cease the violence, 
he declared, “Multiple fronts such as education, 
employment, mentorship and communal 
support must be present in order for the violence 
to end.” 

Eighteen year-old gang member, 
*Reymundo Escobar mentioned that he entered 
the gang because his older brother inspired him 
to join a crew.  “I joined the gang because my 
brother was in it, so I was influenced to become 
a man in charge by following his lead,” he 
explained. Of course, being a part of gang has 
its setbacks as well as triumphs. A setback that 
almost cost Reymundo his life. 

“I remember I was on my way home when 
I saw a bunch of guys running after me. Sadly, 
I was cornered. My instincts had kicked in so 
I picked up a brick and hit my opponent in the 
face. His friend helped the leader out by hitting 
me in the head with a two by four,” he clarified. 
His relative, *John Castano mentioned that he 
does not believe that there will ever be peace 
within the gangs due to the deep history of 
violence and how it has impacted a lot of people 
in a negative way. 

“Violence is an endless battle. It will not 
end until someone wins, which I believe will 
be the law enforcement because they control 
everything,” he stated. 

Enlace Chicago volunteer, Ms. Whitt 
became a part of the team since January 
2012. She wanted to build relationships with 
teenagers who are living different lives than her 
in addition to desiring to see how art could be 
formed as an expression in a positive light.  

“I have decided to become an Enlace 
Chicago volunteer because I wanted to make 
a difference in children’s lives. In fact, Rico 
informed me about Enlace Chicago, so I 

Enlace from page 4

Senator Collins appointed to her first term in 
the Illinois Senate in March of 2011, as the Senator 
of the 5th Senatorial District also served as State 
Representative in the 10th District for 12 years.  

Committed to serving all families of the 5th 
District, her senatorial priorities include saving 
families, and small businesses thousands of dollars  
through weatherization and green technology, 
improving the quality of education for the state of 
Illinois, expanding access to health care, supporting 
strategic plans to bring an end to the food deserts in 
inner city communities, advocating for capital on 
behalf of small businesses, and introducing legislation 
for automatic expungement of juvenile arrest records.

Senator Collins is working hard to reform the 
juvenile justice system. During her tenure, she served 

as chairman of the juvenile justice reform and public 
utilities committee. She is responsible for  making 
sure that young 13 years olds are not able to receive 
felony records due to being arrested in the front of a 
church, school, or housing development.  She is also  
working on having legislation passed to make sure 
that the delinquent records of our youth are expunged 
before they turn 18 years of age in order to make sure 
that they have a chance at secondary education, so 
they are able to enter into the work force and become 
productive tax paying citizens.     

Senator Collins has pledged to support measures 
that increase funding to schools and is working hard to 
insure that students have access to safe and disciplined 
learning environments.  She is also one of  the reasons 
why Crane Technical Preparatory high school is going 

to stay a neighborhood school and will be providing 
the resources they need.  Crane will not only stay a 
neighborhood school but will become a part of the 
health allied system because it is located very close to 
the medical district.

Senator Collins has worked to help save  
Piccolo Grammar school, and to make sure our 
youth  receive the resources they need  in order to  
make sure they get an equal and quality education.     
She has went on to serve as chief sponsor on a bill 
allowing Godparents and extended family to care for 
children in protected custody.      

As an  advocate for affordable health care, she co-
sponsored the Family Care initiative, which provides 
health care to the working parents of  KidCare-eligible 
children.  She served as an administrator for the 

Chicago School Board, the Department of Children 
and Family Services, the Cook County Probation 
department, and as a prison correctional officer.  

Senator Collins believes that HMOs should be 
held accountable to the public.  This is why she fought 
for legislation that would allow patients to sue HMOs 
for harmful or delayed medical decisions.  She is one 
of the reasons why small businesses have a  tax credit 
increase due to the Small Business Job Creation Tax 
Credit Act and she helped pushed the Illinois Health 
Coverage Exchange Establishment Act of 2011.  
Senator Collins received her bachelors degree in 
Sociology from Chicago State University (CSU), her 
M.S. in Criminal Justice, and has completed graduate 
work in counseling from CSU. Senator Collins lives 
with her husband Keith Langston, and daughters 
Angelique Nicole and Taylor Kourtnie.   

The Work Of Senator Annazette Collins
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21 JUMP STREET (**1/2) Out of all the past TV 
series being resurrected in one form or another on 
the big screen; “21 Jump Street” probably wasn’t 
high on anyone‘s remake list in Hollywood. Yet, 
this movie bears little resemblance to the 1990’s 
TV series that help score the youth demographics 
for a fledgling new FOX network.
        Now, this rebooted movie  manages to succeed 
where other revamped TV series-to-movies have 
failed. This screen version revamps itself from 
its dramatic image that retains its nucleus of the 
series premise involving undercover cops sent 
back to school to bust criminals.
         Jonah Hill (who also co wrote the story) and 
Channing Tatum are quite entertaining in their 
screen pairing as underachievers who vividly 
recall their high school misery. 
        Time hasn’t changed them much; Schmidt 
(Jonah Hill) is still the nerdy, but smart yet 
insecure, with bad teeth braces and Eminem 
blond dye hair. Jenko is the school jock who 
fakes his way through his academic classes 
played by Channing Tatum whose awkwardness 
in his first comedy role seems to inadvertently fit 
into his screen character here. 
       At first, Schmidt and Jenko were rivals and 
outcasts who were involved in an incident that 
got them banned from their prom. Only to later 
team up for Jenko to use Schmidt’s smarts to get 
them both to graduate from police academy
        Now they think they are going to be “badasses” 
on the force.  But they find themselves relinquish 
bike patrol in the park. Where the duo happens 
to stumble upon a drug deal, but fail to read the 
criminals their Miranda Rights.  
         This leads the duo to get assigned to a 
reactivated police program that cleverly how 
Hollywood reactivates old TV series into movies 
that is headed up by a hilariously angry captain 
played by Ice Cube( who plays the stereotype 
with a wink that even mocks his rapper persona) 
who sends the duo to be undercover cops posing 
as students to infiltrate a drug operation in a high 
school and find the supplier.
          But the duo think of their new assignment 
as an opportunity at a second chance to get their 
high school days right  Only to discover high 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

school has changed more now than they have.
          It’s a hilarious concept heighten more when 
Jenko and Schmidt posing as brothers living with 
Schmidt’s parents and accidentally swap their 
profiles. With jock Jenko trying to be a science 
whiz kid befriended by a group of nerds. And 
the nerdy Schmidt trying to be athletic and fit in 
drama class where he encounters his first love, 
Molly (Brie Larson).
          “21 Jump Street” is a funny and clever 
action comedy that is like those 80’s action buddy 
movies with  a light spoof on  John Hughes ‘ 
teen angst movies, along with comedic and 
plot  turns, some  inside humor. It’s a hilarious 
comedy that stands on its own while spoofing 
itself. R; 109min. A Columbia Picture Release- 
Presented at selected theaters
CASA DE MI PADRE (**1/2)  As a droll 
gringo; Will Ferrell top-bills this mostly Hispanic 
dialogue (with English sub titles)  and cast in 
this  small but  funny Telenovela  western spoof  
portraying Armando Alvarez, a dim witted, ne’er-
do-well Mexican cowboy who lived and worked 
on his father’s (Pedro Armendariz Jr.) ranch that 
has fallen on financial hard times.
            When his successful businessman brother, 
Raul (Diego Luna) returns home with his new 
sexy fiancée, Sonia (promising newcomer 
Genesis Rodriguez) that the father prefers 
handling his problems than Armando; who 
discovers his brother is an international drug 
dealer.  
             Raul intends t use his homecoming 
to oppose local drug lord, known as the Onza 
(Gael Garcia Bernal) who is the cousin to Raul’s 
fiancée that has fallen in love with Armando who 
lives with a personal shame of an accident that 
has labeled his stupidity. 
            But Armando has a moral conviction that 
begins his late bloom into manhood and romance; 
that makes him set out to redeem himself and his 
family. While he criticizes Raul and Sonia’s life 
choices that leads into a war between the drug 
dealers with a couple of DEA agents observing 
from a distance with a crooked Mexican sheriff.
             Although not as complete as it could have 
been.  The movie is quite amusing and absurd 

with bursts of wackiness from its purposely 
displayed cheesy special effects that includes 
poor editing cuts and photography to Ferrell 
riding on a stuffed toy horse to having a spiritual 
vision with an animatronic white tiger. 
              While some of the filmmaking style pokes 
fun at the 70’s exploitation drive-ins movies 
that filmmakers Quinton Tarrantino and Robert 
Rodriguez did in the hilt in 2007’s “Grindhouse” 
to a straight opening credit montage that spoof 
Sergio Leone’s spaghetti westerns; that along 
with the stereotypical characterizations provides 
much of the self deprecating humor that the 
underserved (but important demo presence of 
the) Hispanic audience will enjoy. 
             A funny comedy that could have been 
more outrageous and courageous for other 
satirical efforts to follow. But it’s funny and fun 
enough on its own merits. Once the studios and 
their marketing departments learn to better relate 
and offer such diversity to the Hispanic audience 
that studios still have yet to do with their black 
oriented film releases. R; 84min. A Pantelion 
Picture Release – Presented at selected 
theaters
JEFF, WHO LIVES AT HOME (***) Jeff 
(Jason Segal) is a complacent 30 year old stuck 
in life who still lives at home with his enabler 
mother (Susan Sarandon). A pothead day-
dreamer who wanders through life seeking 
out his destiny through connections from his 
fascination with director M. Night Shyamalan’s 
2002  movie “Signs”. 
         It’s the only focus Jeff dwells on; as he 
overlooks most aspects in everyday living, 
and not understood by his family.  Such as his 
younger, pragmatic yet loathsome brother, 
Pat (Ed Helms), who is more than a jerk in his 
neglected wife, Linda (Judy Greer) who objects 
to his impulsive purchase of a Porsche car they 
can’t afford
          Jeff gets a phone call from his mother 
who reminds him on her birthday about going 
to the store to buy wood glue for a house repair.  
His mother puts in a call to Ed to go and try to 
motivate Jeff, but Ed has more growing concern 
looming. 

         While the mother at her office cubicle job 
discovers on her computer, she’s being e-mailed 
by a secret admirer that turns out to be a female 
co-worker, Carol (Rae Dawn Chong) 
         Soon after Jeff receives an anonymous  
angry phone caller  searching for a guy  that 
doesn’t live there named Kevin that Jeff takes as 
a “sign” that  distracts him from his errand.
          Jeff takes a bus ride and spots a black teen 
wearing a sports tank top-shirt with the name 
Kevin (Evan Ross) on the back that follows 
into an urban neighborhood, watching him play 
basketball. 
          When a player gets injured, Jeff is enlisted to 
join the game, providing assistance on the court 
yard to the teen who later invites him to share 
some weed that leads to Jeff getting mugged.
           Still Jeff continues his wandering journey 
that leads to into a Hooters restaurant where he 
runs into        
Pat who wrecks his new Porsche car but  becomes 
more obsessed when he spots with his wife Linda  
with a co-worker, Steve (Steve Zissis) in a diner 
and later into a motel that Pat  enlists Jeff’s 
assistance to confirm his suspicion that his wife 
is having  an affair.
           As every thing becomes more chaotic 
with Ed; Jeff continues to take a calmer approach 
to seek out the “signs” that leads to impulsive 
situations for all the participates who happen to 
meet up on a bridge in an apparent traffic jam 
that suddenly Jeff runs down through the traffic 
to discover a car with occupants inside has fallen 
into the river.
           The incident draws a parallel that reflects the 
film and Jeff’s belief in one’s finding their destiny 
that no manner our background or dysfunction 
we are all somehow inter-connected in life. And 
all we have to do is pay better attention to what 
we see in life.
            This is not a bad piece of philosophy 
for such a quirky, yet human comedy-drama with 
some unconventional performances that follows 
the familiar cinematic approach from the sibling 
filmmakers-writers, Jay and Mark Duplass who 

See Flicks page 7

JACK AND JILL (*)  Adam Sandler 
takes on the dual role in a case of sibling 
rivalry; as a successful ad executive 
dreading a holiday visit from his identical 
twin sister who upset his usual tranquil 
suburban lifestyle. While the executive has 
work related problems with a client over a 
TV commercial project.  As his outgoing 
twin sister from N.Y. suddenly becomes 
the romantic object to Al Pacino playing 
himself one of the lamest comedies of the 
year. PG; 91min. Sony Pictures Home 
Video; Available: March 6

THE SKIN I LIVE IN (***)  Writer-
director Pedro Almodovar does his cinematic 
variation of a psychological horror film here 
with its own voyeuristic turns. Antonio 
Banderas plays, Dr. Roberto Ledgard, a 
successful plastic surgeon and professor 
haunted by tragic death of his troubled 
wife’s death. When he finally perfects the 
perfect skin for burn victims, a prosthetic 
shield that might have saved her life. 

The surgeon who lives with a trusted 
accomplice, Marilia that he’s known since 
birth who receives a visitor, her sex crazed 
son who observes the doctor’s experiment, 
a mysterious. sexual woman kept locked 
in an isolated room who is burden by her 
own secrets that eventually manifest into 
this dangerous relationship with deeper 
obsessions and dark secrets.

R; 117min. Sony Pictures Classics 
Home video; Available: March 6  

Coming Soon to Home Video:   Tom 
Cruise in “Mission Impossible: Ghost 
Protocol” arrives April 17…. Steven 
Spielberg’s War Horse” gallops April 3. 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed 

by David Schultz
a white primary opponent, who just 
happen to have recently served as a top 
Republican in the state?  How do you 
approve scholarships for five people at 
the same address?  As legitimate as these 
questions are, though, they are vapor to the 
larger questions of how and why our 
governments—local, state and federal-
-have become narrow instruments of 
self-service rather than the community 
service models envisioned by democratic 
theorists. 

Now, notice I did not say as 
envisioned by the founding fathers.  
Because it was those rich, greedy white 
men who constituted in Philadelphia 
more than 230 years ago, the foundation 
of the national culture of greed, division 
and corruption then into which our 21st 
Century version of the politics of greed 
and corruption in Chicago, Illinois and 
the U.S. retains its well nurtured roots.  
And as long as money and privilege 
continue to trump democracy, fairness 
and justice in the marketplaces of our 
politics and economics, bought and sold 
politicians will continue to be the norm.

Should she succeed against the 
machine, Van Pelt Watkins is hoping to 
become a rare exception to that rule in 
Chicago and in Illinois, widely considered 
among the most corrupt of the 50 states.  
Just as “Chicago-styled politics” has 
become a synonym for shady political 
deals in smoke-filled rooms.

That, however, will only change 
when politicians here and nationwide 
campaign in a system that demands they 
earn votes through true public service 
or old-fashioned honest persuasion 
rather than buy them with the filthy 
lucre they find in various special interest 
pocketbooks.

Just saying

Fighting from page 3
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

EXTERMINATING BUSINESS, 2 flat 
Building, plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. 
Current owner will work one year with new 
owner to keep present customer base happy. 
Call 312-492-9090 for information.

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

LEGAL NOTICE

LEARN HOW TO 
USE AND RECEIVE A 
FREE REFURBISHED 

COMPUTER
ConneCted Living Computer training Comes to 

strategiC human serviCes.
free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a week  for 2 

hours
100% attendanCe required to reCeive a free 

Computer
aLso you must show proof that you reCentLy 

reCeived BroadBand or just purChased it
refurBished Computers avaiLaBLe

 whiLe suppLies Last
must Be 18 years or oLder

free Computer training even if not quaLified 
for free Computer.

CaLL for CLass hours and detaiLs
registrations are open to the puBLiC

CLasses for seniors
CLasses for young aduLts

CLasses for veterans
no Computer knowLedge neCessary

(312)492-9090

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to the 
use of an Assumed Business Name in 
conduct or transaction of Business in the 
State,” as amended, that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned with the 
County Clerk of Cook County under 
file No. D12129191 on February 
17, 2012 under the Assumed Name 
of  Z Company with the business 
located 1211 S. Western, Suite 203, 
Chicago, IL 60608. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Zaki 
Muhammad 66 Taiyaum, China 03000.

3bdrms  - Austin Area   - 773-
517-2474 cell laundry facilities 
available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation, sec 8 
welcome , 773-287-7407

Flicks from page 6
last gave us “Cyrus” another fully 
grown adult  still living with his 
parent, but that id were the similarities 
end. But “Jeff” is a more insightful and 
funnier companion piece to “Cyrus” in 
an indirect manner.
           Except that, “Jeff” is the kind 
of person we might know, who moves 
to a different drummer in search of 
a rhyme and reason to the beat. This 
film represents the Duplass brothers’ 
closest step toward conventional story 
telling without sacrificing the true-
to-life aspects of its characters that 
gives “Jeff, who Lives at Home” its 
own “karma”  that makes for a small 
gem of a movie you’ll be surprised 
and delighted with. PG-13; 83min. A 
Paramount Vantage picture release 
– presented at selected theatres
A THOUSAND WORDS (*1/2) 
Eddie Murphy returns to his usual 
comedic form that fails to sustain him 
playing off his glib screen persona as 
a fast talking publishing agent, Jack 
McCall who goes after a high profile 
client – a new wave spiritual guru, Dr. 
Sinja (Cliff Curtis) to gain the rights to 
his new book.
          However, Jack misunderstood 
the mystic, thinking they have a deal 
to publish his new book. When in 
turn, the mystic offers a personalized 
five page booklet meant for Jack who 
accidentally scratches his hand on a 
bodhi tree on the guru’s estate.

          Soon after, a similar tree instantly 
grows onto the patio of Jack’s bachelor 
pad-like house that he shares with his 
wife, Caroline (Kerry Washington) 
and their “special needs” son. 
          Jack quickly notices for every 
number of words spoken, the tree 
would drop the same amount in leaves 
off its branches.
          Dr. Sinja informs Jack that if 
he continues to speak, the leaves 
will continue to fall he would die. 
Of course, Jack misses the point that 
is related to how he’s been living his 
life up to this point. Instead, Jack 
sets his sight on the literal term of his 
forthcoming demise by the tree that he 
tries to prolong.
          Therefore, most of the film and 
its humor settle on Murphy’s character 
being part paranoia and part mime 
through his humor 
          Trying to relate his thoughts 
without words at h critical business 
meetings with client that forces him 
to enlist the aid of his office assistant, 
Aaron Wiseburger (Clark Duke) who 
comes off seemingly like he wants to 
be a black talking agent.
          While the silence is also affecting 
his marriage, even when Jack has to 
speak to tell her the truth. And still, 
she refuses to believe him. Somehow 
the script could have handled this 
situation better than this.   
          But the film’s most potent 
moments comes when Murphy’s 
character goes to the nursing home 

to visit his Alzheimer stricken mother 
(Ruby Dee) who keeps referring to 
him as her late husband who Jack 
holds a grudge against for leaving his 
family during his childhood.
          Then nearing its final leaves 
on the tree, Murphy tends to use those 
words on some charitable deeds and 
response that suddenly set the comedy 
into a strange dramatic turn during 
the last twenty minutes that shows 
a glimmer of Murphy’s  true acting 
potential. 
          If only Murphy would challenge 
himself more beyond what we expect 
or seen before in him as he did with 
“Dreamgirls”. Murphy might be able 
to salvage his value and image at the 
box office,
          Sadly, this is another typical 
Murphy vehicle that seems to continue 
his fall from grace. Not to mention, 
this is the second film that was shelved 
for a few years after its completion. 
          And this is Murphy’s third 
time that proves not to be the charm, 
working with director Brian Robbins 
who did Murphy’s “Meet Dave” and 
“Norbit”.  
          For Murphy, Silence isn’t golden; 
but his screen efforts in films like these 
are getting more tainted and maybe 
closer to direct-to-video movies If 
Murphy doesn’t do something drastic 
sooner than later. PG-13; 100min. 
A DreamWorks SKG Pictures 
Released thru Paramount Pictures
Presented at selected theaters

Two-year-old, puppy-sized Blackberry enjoys a piggyback ride down Madison 
Street Tuesday (March 13) as his owner, Kenneth Coleman brought the little black 
chihuahua out from their home on the South Side to visit and stroll on the Westside 
near Pulaski Road. Record temperatures in the city have brought out wanderlust 
and spring fever all over as winter nears its official end next week.
Photo by TRAVLES R. LANE

WARM WEATHER WALKING

jumped at the opportunity and the 
rest is history,” he stated.  Like 
the youth at the Enlace Chicago 
Center; she, too has seen and 
endured abuse growing up. 

“I lived in a very violent 
community. The only difference 
is that it was concealed. No one 
talked about what went on within 
the community,” she emphasized. 
“[Chicago] is a different ball game 
compared to my hometown.”  
Associate professor and fellow 
volunteer, Mr. F.Gayatán were 
introduced to Enlace Chicago by 
his mentee, Rico. “Rico told me 
about Enlace Chicago. He invited 
me to the membership meeting. 
I was very intrigued with the 
agency and youth programming. 

I found out that there were not 
enough programs to help kids get 
off the streets so I have decided 
to join him and the rest of the 
staff members of Enlace Chicago 
to help eliminate gang violence 
and helplessness within the 
community by providing the best 
assistance to the youth as possible. 
If we do not dedicate ourselves to 
assist the children from drugs and 
crime, then violence will continue 
until there is nothing left.”  

For more information 
on Enlace Chicago, go to the 
following Enlace Chicago 
locations at 2756 South Harding 
Avenue and 2300 South Mallard. 
Or, you can go online to www.
enlacechicago.org or www.cct.org 
for more information on upcoming 
events and programs for troubled 
youth.  (* Real names have been 
changed to protect interviewees’ 
identity.)

Enlace from page 3
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

II


