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The progeny of a Nineteenth 
Century abolitionist helped 
dedicate a new mural at an Austin 
high school named after his great 
great great grandfather.

Frederick Douglass’ Legacy Honored by 
Descendent, Area High School

La Risa Lynch

Kenneth Morris, the great 
great great grandson of Frederick 
Douglass, was on hand for the 
December 3rd dedication of 
the Legacy Mural at Frederick 

Douglass Academy, 543 N. Waller.
The mural honors community 

residents who have worked to 
better the lives of children and 
the community, much in the same 

way Douglass worked to improve 
the lot of Black slaves. Morris 
was among six individuals whose 
portrait is immortalized in the 
mural painted on a wall in the 
school’s lobby.

Morris was thrilled to be 
part of the mural, but he admitted 
he took his family lineage for 
granted. Morris is also the great 
great grandson of educator Booker 
T. Washington. His grandfather 
Frederick Douglass III was 
Douglass’ great grandson. And on 
his mother’s side, his grandmother, 
Nettie Hancock Washington, 
was Booker T. Washington’s 
granddaughter.

Morris called it love at first 
sight when both his grandparents 
met while attending Tuskegee 
University in 1940.However, 
neither knew each descended from 
historic families until his mother, 
Nettie Washington Douglass, 
made the connection years later.

“I’ve always known I 
descended from these great men, 
but I took it for granted for most 
of my life,” Morris said. “I am 
embarrassed to say that I was well 
into my 30s before I really started 
to appreciate the significance of 
this blood … that flows through 
my veins.”

That appreciation led him 
and his mother to create the 

See Mural page 4

(From l-r) Kenneth Morris, Sheree Blakemore, Mildred Brackett, Douglass Principal Debra Crump, State Rep. Camille 
Lilly, mural artist, Jerrold Anderson and Cong. Danny Davis. Photo courtesy of  neighborhoodscribe.com

On December 30th, Alderman Ervin 
made sure that he gave the 28th ward a time 
to remember before the New Year came in.  
The event was given at Bricks Bar & Grill in 
the 28th ward, which is located at 4422 W. 
Madison.  There was no cover charge and food 
was extended to all who came out.  

Many elected officials came out to 

enjoy the festivities and to network with the 
constituents of the 28th ward.  Amongst the 
elected officials that attended, just to name a 
few Alderman Jason Erving, Joy Cunningham 
who is currently running for judge of the Illinois 
Supreme Court, Senator Annazette Collins 
first African American women to sit in the 
5th districts senate seat, Congressman Danny 

Davis, State Representative Derrick Smith and 
many others attended this harmonious event. 

Alderman Ervin said “It was my goal to 
make sure that the 28th ward starts off the New 
Year knowing that the leadership is there for 
them.”

The party started at 7PM and lasted until 
the last person left.  About 150 people showed 

their faces to meet and greet the Alderman and 
other elected officials.  The Young Democrats 
of the 28th ward were there to make sure that 
those who were invited out were registered to 
vote.  

Deandre Allen president of The Young 
Democrats of the 28th ward said “The main 
initiative for bringing the crowd together was 
to make sure that we get the younger crowd 
involved, we understand that the younger crowd 
like to hang out and we have to meet them 
where they are in order to get them involved.”  

The Young Democrats organization is the 
organization in which Alderman Ervin got his 
start.  It is an organization that stands up to make 
sure that the voices of young people within the 
community are being heard.  Christie Thomas 
secretary for the Young Democrats sat at the 
entrance to greet constituents as they entered 
the party and made sure that they signed in so 
that Alderman Ervin could later send out thank 
you cards.  

Christie said that she would like to see 
more events like the pre-new year bash.  Christie 

aLderman Jason ervin starts the new year oFF with 
a Pre-new year Bash For the Community

Jason Ervin & Ed Smith.  Photo by Velola Keys

From left to right: Friend Of Alderman Ervin, 
Senator Collins, Tali Bakhit, and Gerard 
Moorer. Photo by Velola Keys Friend of Alderman Ervin and Congressman 

Danny Davis. Photo by Velola Keys

See Ervin page 5
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
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Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $25.00 for 3 
months. $45.00 for 6 months  $75.00 for 1 year 

$125 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date January 19, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE

CALL 312 
492-9090
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Did you know a good dose of 
laughter can actually help your 
immune system and decrease stress? 
Have you ever wished you could 
let go and laugh more often at the 
silliness of life? It sounds easy but 
it’s not always possible, particularly 
if you’re facing ups and downs of 
life’s challenges. But if you can 
lighten up and be more playful, 
you’ll give yourself the freedom to 
have more fun. The good news is 
laughing has built-in health benefits 
to boot.
Here’s another reason to laugh. It’s 
contagious. Have you ever wondered 
why some people tend to attract 
others? Look more closely. It may be 
that they laugh easily and frequently 
even when they are surmounting 
numerous challenges connected with 
their health and aging.
Over 50 years of research back 
up the fact that positive social 
connections improve health 
outcomes and laughing is part of 
that equation. If you admire people 
who age gracefully, you may have 
noticed they smile easily and seem 
to radiate a joy for life even though 
they probably face an assortment of 
life’s ups and downs.
Laughter for better health
There’s no doubt about it laughter 
makes you feel good, but research 
has shown that it also helps boost 
immunity, relax muscles, decrease 

pain, ease anxiety and relieve stress. 
Think of laughter as internal jogging. 
Laughter causes positive changes 
in brain chemistry by releasing 
endorphins, and that brings more 
oxygen into the body with the deeper 
inhalations caused by laughing. 
Keep in mind laughter is more than 
just a temporary mood booster. It 
is a powerful tool that helps us find 
new sources of meaning and hope. It 
gives us strength in difficult times, 
and connects us to others.
Giggle like a child
Boost your mental outlook by 
acting like a kid again. As you age, 
allow laughter, humor, games and 
playfulness to your life. Daily humor 
can help you feel more relaxed, 
creative and joyful. Studies have 
shown that the average preschool 
child in the U.S. laughs about 400 
times a day. As adults we laugh far 
less frequently. According to studies 
at Ohio State University the average 
adult breaks out and laughs only 
about 15 times a day. If you can find 
a giggle in a situation, even for a few 
minutes, it will ease stress and help 
you refocus on positive things.
As you age, you may feel there are 
many things you can’t do as well as 
you used to. Maybe you can’t turn 
cartwheels like you used to, but 
no matter what your age, you can 
look for the humorous side of life. 
Laughter is a powerful tool. And it’s 

free to use anywhere, anytime.
Laugh every day because
Most of us don’t remember when we 
first smiled, but you were probably 
smiling when you were just a few 
weeks old. If you don’t laugh out 
loud very often, don’t despair, you 
can learn to laugh at any stage of life.
Look for something to laugh 
about every day because you will 
automatically take yourself less 
seriously. Laugh every day because 
it helps shift perspectives, recharge 
your batteries, and stay focused. 
Laughter helps you feel less anxious 
and sad. What’s more, having a good 
hearty laugh at least once a day can 
help trigger better relationships and 
stronger bonds with your friends and 
family members. Laughing produces 
a high speed exchange of positive 
enforcement between your brain and 
the people around you.
Keep a laugh kit around
These are some ways you can treat 
yourself to daily doses of good 
humor.

• Hang out with positive 
kids of all ages, friends and family 
members from young to old, 
children, grandchildren, and great-
children.

• Surround yourself with 
reminders that there is a lighter side 
to life.

• Put a funny cartoon 
somewhere visible in your home 
where you start your day.

• Watch a funny movie or TV 
show.

• Play with a pet.
• Read the funnies.

Positive emotions can reduce 
health risks. So go ahead, create as 
many microseconds as possible of 
happiness-related chemistry. Laugh 
and you’ll improve your physical, 
mental and social health.
Mark Underwood is a neuroscience 
researcher, president and co-founder 
of Quincy Bioscience, a biotech 
company located in Madison, 
Wisconsin focused on the discovery 
and development of medicines to 
treat age related memory loss and 
the diseases of aging. Mark has 
been taped as an expert in the field 
of neuroscience for The Wall Street 
Journal Morning Radio, CBS and 
CNN Radio among others. Mark 
is also a contributor to the Brain 
Health Guide which highlights the 
research at Quincy Bioscience and 
offers practical tips to help keep 
health brain function in aging. 
More articles and tips for healthy 
aging can be found at www.
TheGoodNewsAboutAging.com.

Listen Up and Laugh, Health Benefits Are Waiting
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We were saddened to learn of the 
City’s plans to demolish 3411 West Douglas 
Boulevard, a building that is of architectural, 
cultural and historic significance to the 
Jewish and African American communities. 
Designed by architect Jacob S. Aroner, the 
structure was originally constructed in 1914 
as the Anshe Kanesses Israel Synagogue. 
The synagogue was the largest in North 
Lawndale, with a seating capacity of 3500. 
The building has also served as home to 
a number of Baptist churches, including 
Friendship Baptist Church before they 
relocated to Austin. Friendship Baptist 
Church was very active in the Civil Rights 
movement and hosted Martin Luther King 
Jr. in 1966. 

The building is currently owned by 
Abundant Life World Ministries. They were 
unable to obtain the necessary financing 
to repair the damage to the building and 
renovate it for community programs. The 
Buildings Department has indicated that 
the building is too dangerous to remain 
standing, and has sought a court order to 
demolish the building. The City is currently 
accepting bids from demolition contractors. 

We respectfully request that the City 
stay the demolition of such an important 
landmark, acquire the building and set 
aside emergency funds to stabilize the 
building with an intent to provide and/
or raise additional funding for planning 
and redevelopment of the building taking 
into account community input. Ideally, 
the building could be converted into a 
community center, providing a place for 
cultural artifacts from the North Lawndale 
community; an auditorium for public 
meetings, plays, etc; and office space for 
nonprofits and small businesses. This 
would serve as a branch of the Chicago 

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Stay the Demolition of 3411 West Douglas Boulevard 

Cultural Center, and interface with other 
public and community agencies, including 
the Chicago Park District, Chicago Public 
Library, Chicago Public Schools and 
community based organizations. This would 
be the anchor for community activities, and 
include state of the art technology centers, 
actual and virtual exhibits of our rich history 
and culture across the entire timeline of 
the community’s history; provide research 
resources to our libraries and schools and 
jumpstart the cultural revolution that is so 

desperately needed in our community. This 
could also spark redevelopment around arts 
and culture and a sense of place. 

An alternative use would be an office 
space for an agency of the City of Chicago. 
Funding streams could include funds from 
the US Department of the Interior, Illinois 
DCEO, TIF funds from the Midwest TIF, 
Community Development Block Grants 
and private funds from foundations and 
corporations who have demonstrated 
commitment to the community and being a 

good neighbor. 
With over 1,500 vacant lots, North 

Lawndale has more vacant buildings and 
lots than any other community in Chicago, 
other than Englewood, to the best of my 
knowledge. The result has been decreases 
in population, increase in blight, the 
creation of environments that encourage 
crime and general reduction in the number 
of historically and culturally significant 
buildings. When the cultural assets of a 
community erode, everything else falls 
apart. Children’s education becomes less 
well rounded and relevant and students’ 
ability to think critically and understand 
their roles in society decreases. The 
economic base becomes less diversified, 
providing fewer opportunities to create a 
sense of community pride or destinations 
for tourists, who, in turn would patronize 
local businesses. 

In closing, we thank you for your 
consideration. We look forward to hearing 
from you soon. 

Sincerely, 
Friends of 3411 West Douglas 

Boulevard 
This letter was developed through 

interactions with participants on 
EveryBlock Chicago. It is supported by 
over 300 leaders from Chicago’s West Side, 
the Chicago Metropolitan Area, Texas, 
New York, North Dakota, Maryland, Ohio, 
Virginia, Arizona, Maryland, California, 
Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, Great 
Britain and Croatia. If you would like to 
sign onto a petition in support of 3411 
West Douglas Boulevard, visit http://
www.change.org/petitions/mayor-city-of-
chicago-stay-the-demolition-of-3411-west-
douglas-boulevard

Photo by Lee Bey. Source: Preservation Chicago

Frederick Douglass Family Foundation. The 
foundation educates on human rights issues 
like human trafficking and sex slaves, which 
Morris called modern-day slavery. Morris 
travels the country speaking to students 
about the history of slavery and the work 
Douglass did to abolish it. Many students, 
he added, are unaware Douglass, who was 
an influential  leader in the movement to end 
slavery.

He hopes the mural shows students that 
they are not that far removed from history. 
Now he relishes the talks he had with 
his two aunts and his 103-year-old great 
grandmother, who described Douglass as 
the man with the “great big white hair.”

“In a sense, I can say, I just stand one 
person away from history,” he said.

The mural depicts a rendition of the 
Chicago skyline and an image of the school 
poised on either side of President Obama’s 
shoulders. Standing to Obama’s left are 
the likenesses of Mildred Brackett, Juanita 
Florence and Sheree Blakemore, who all 
work or volunteer at the school for many 
years.

The school’s principal Debra Crump, 
Cong. Danny Davis (D-7) and Morris are 
on Obama’s right. Obama’s outstretched 
hand symbolically points to the school. The 
words “Every great leader starts somewhere 
… will you begin your journey here” is 
inscribed underneath. South side visual and 
spoken word artist Jerrold Anderson, who 
goes by the stage name “Just Flo,” created 
the mural.

The mural is a legacy Crump 
wanted to leave the school. She 
announced her retirement at the end of 
the school year during the dedication 

ceremony. The school has several murals 
depicting the different historic periods from 
the Civil Rights Movement to the election 
of Harold Washington. Many of the murals 
feature students, staff and volunteers in 
the background. Crump wanted to keep 
with that theme but focus on present-day 
community heroes.

“I want them to understand that those 
are real people and those real people made 
contributions to history,” Crump said. “I 
want [the students] to understand they too 
have a legacy … that everybody can make 
a difference.”

Brackett was honored to be included 
in the mural. Brackett, a mother of 15, has 
volunteered with the school since 1999 
and serves on the local school council. She 
called her work with children her ministry.

“To me it is so rewarding to feel like 

all the work and time you put in that you 
are thought enough to be part of the mural,” 
Brackett said.

Davis said he was saddened to hear of 
Crump’s retirement. She has done so much 
for the school and has “created such a spirit 
among the students,” he said.

“Teaching is the most noble of all 
professions,” Davis said, adding that he 
read about Douglass and Washington while 
attending a one-room school house in rural 
Arkansas.

“We didn’t have very many books,” 
he said. “We didn’t have very much money 
so the books that we had were biographies. 
So if you got a chance to read, you would 
read about great people. So I read Frederick 
Douglass, Booker T. Washington and 
George Washington Carver. I read all of 
them ….”

Mural from front page

Frederick Douglass Academy dedicated a mural to community heroes that have worked to inspire 
their community. Photo courtesy of  neighborhoodscribe.com

Cong. Danny Davis and Kenneth Morris stand beside their images painted in a mural at 
Frederick Douglass High School. Photo courtesy of  neighborhoodscribe.com
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Often in our journey we see 
people who seem to be dead (living 
in sin so deep that they think 
wrong is right and right is wrong).
In Deuteronomy 30vs19 Moses 
set before the people life and death 
blessing and curses, obedience to 
God is life disobedience to God is 
death and the choice is clearly ours 
even though The Father loves us so 
much that he gave us the answer he 
won’t make us take it.

Hebrews 5vs9 states and being 
made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal salvation to all those that 
obey. Somehow in these perilous 
times some dead men walking have 
convinced people that all they have 
to do is open their mouth and claim 
Jesus is their personal savior and 
they are saved and it doesn’t matter 
what they do or how they live. 

These dead men walking don’t 
tell the people that it is Lord and 
Savior you see the two go together 
which is why in Luke 6vs46-49 
Jesus states; And why call ye me 
Lord, Lord and do not the things 
which I say. 

Whosoever cometh to me and 
heareth my sayings and doeth them. 
I will show you unto whom he is 
like; He is like a man which built 
a house and digged deep and laid 
the foundation on a rock and when 
the flood arose, the stream beat 

WORD-UP: Why Seek Ye The Living Amongst The Dead?
Calvin C. Crayton

vehemently upon that house and 
could not shake it for it was founded 
upon a rock. But he that heareth, and 
doeth not, is like a man without a 
foundation built an house upon the 
earth ; against which the stream did 
beat vehemently, and immediately it 
fell and the ruin of that house was 
great.

It  is so easy to go along with the 
status quo in which there are no rules 
and we can just live any way we 
feel, believing that if it feels right it 
is right not taking into consideration 
that we don’t have to feel right to 
do right because one would have to 
be totally brain dead to believe that 
Jesus felt like going to the cross.

 But he did so that we could 
have life but we never consider the 
fact that it was the way he lived that 
qualified him to go to the cross.You 
see it was his living sacrifice that 
made the cross possible which is 
why we who claim to be followers 
of Christ must ask ourselves are 
we following his walk which is the 
only example of belief and trust in 
him or are we letting some dead men 
walking lead us along because we 
love them more than life.

Jesus is The Truth The Way and 
The Life and if you hang around a 
cemetery you can fall in love with 
a stiff When we allow ourselves to 
become conditioned to darkness 

light hurts our eyes and rather than 
in the light until our eyes adjust 
to the light we close our eyes or 
turn the light off because we have 
become comfortable in darkness, 
and we choose to be around people 
who like darkness and before long 
we think death is life, Yet everyday 

we have a chance to Repent or we 
have a God that can make dry bones 
live again,and Red Seas Do Get 
Parted so lets come back to life by 
acknowledging him in all our ways 
one moment at a time. Remember if 
you don’t read the book You Lose 
The Lesson .

word of mouth and I will go door to 
door if I have to---these are all conventional 
ways to reach out to constituents to make 
sure no one is forgotten.”

According to the locals, the event was 
a great success there were no incidents and 
the food was delicious.  Alderman Ervin 
wants all of his constituents to know that he 
is there for you and his door is always open.  

“I want to reach out to all of my 
constituents but it is important for us to get 
the young people involved and their voices 
heard because they are our future, they are 
the generation that we want to pass the torch 
on to,” says Alderman Ervin.  Deandre 
Thomas president of the Young Democrats 
adds “The Young Dem’s are looking for 
young leaders, we invite you to come 
out to our meetings every month but we 
encourage you to register to vote.” For more 
information on how to reach Alderman 
Erving call 773-533-0900.

For more information on becoming a 
member of the Young Democrats call 312-
834-3367, the Young Democrats are also 
able to help you to register to vote.

Friend of Alderman Ervin, Joy Cunningham, and Ray Reyes. Photo by Velola Keys

adds “Since Alderman Ervin has been in 
office I am impressed with the way that he 
is connecting with the young and the seniors-
--I have been living here all of my life in the 
28th ward, I moved into this house in 1968 
the day that Martin Luther King was killed 
and never have I been invited to anything by 
an elected official, it has been since Jason 
has been in office that I have started hearing 
about community events.” 

Although Christie is one person in the 
community, this has been the response of 
many constituents within many communities 
in Illinois based on research.  

As word of mouth may not be enough 
to get the people out, it takes a dedicated 
candidate who is willing to go the extra mile 
in order to connect with the young and the 
seniors.  

Just in mid- December Alderman 
Ervin made sure that he gave the seniors a 
Christmas dinner, which was as well a meet 
and greet to make sure that the elders in the 
community know who their Alderman is.  
Alderman Ervin said “When reaching out to 
my constituents I do mass mailings, emails, 

word of mouth and I will go door to door if 
I have to---these are all conventional ways to 
reach out to constituents to make sure no one 
is forgotten.”

According to the locals, the event was a 
great success there were no incidents and the 
food was delicious.  Alderman Ervin wants all 
of his constituents to know that he is there for 
you and his door is always open.  

“I want to reach out to all of my 
constituents but it is important for us to get 
the young people involved and their voices 
heard because they are our future, they are the 
generation that we want to pass the torch on 
to,” says Alderman Ervin.  Deandre Thomas 
president of the Young Democrats adds “The 
Young Dem’s are looking for young leaders, 
we invite you to come out to our meetings 
every month but we encourage you to register 
to vote.” 

For more information on how to reach 
Alderman Erving call 773-533-0900

For more information on becoming a 
member of the Young Democrats call 312-
834-3367, the Young Democrats are also able 
to help you to register to vote.

Ervin from front page
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 PARIAH (***)“Pariah” is another small 
independently made cinematic excursion into 
black life that tackles another taboo subject that 
shows the existence rather than just pressurizes 
an unglamorous depiction that 2009’s “Precious” 
was criticized for.
       In fact, watching the lonely and troubled 
female lead in “Pariah” that is achieved through 
a luminous performance byAdepero Oduye. 
Viewers might see some of the similar weakness 
with “Precious” that might have left her conflicted 
and leaning toward an alternative lifestyle. 
       Easily brought on by the teenager’s shattered 
hone life from the cop-father who returns hone 
late from work and his secret affair to avoid 
confrontations with his unhappy and angry wife 
who tries to fake the Norman Rockwell painting 
image of the happy family eating together on the 
dinner table.
      Instead, the setting is a hostile environment 
between father and mother with the two daughters 
looking on and saying little as possible that might 
fuel their parents’ contempt
       But also, just as the father hides his secret 
from his wife; the older of his two daughters, 
Alike (pronounced ah-lee-key) has a secret she’s 
still exploring with some inner conflict.  
       While she tries to hide the truth from her 
parents in writer-director Dee Rees’ semi-
autobiographical  feature that  was extended 

AT THE FLICKS 
David Schultz, film critic

from being initially a 
short subject film. 
       Alike (Adepero 
Oduye), a 17 yr old 
black teenage outcast 
trying to find her voice 
through her poetry. 
 whose at the same 
time, exploring her 
sexuality after school 
as a lesbian whose 
being encouraged by 
her best friend, Laura 
(Pernell Walker) 
trying to find the 
right hookup for her; 

who shares an apartment with her sister, Cindy 
who works at the hospital who both has been 
disowned by their mother who can’t be happy 
for Laura who visits with news of passing her 
GED test. Alike’s mother, Audrey (well played 
by Kim Wayans) disapproves of her daughter’s 
association with Laura. But what the mother tries 
to prevent only becomes a quicker reality from 
an unsuspected source. 
       When Alike’s mother makes her daughter 
becomes friends with co-worker, Mrs. Singleton’s 
daughter, Bina (Aasha Davis) who know of each 
other from their high school, but never socialized 
together. Until Audrey makes Alike spend more 
time with Bina at Mrs. Singleton’s house to keep 
Alike from being with Bina. Initially, Alike and 
Bina have a stance attitude toward each other 
because of their parents. Until Laura breaks 
through from their similar taste in eclectic music.
   As Alike begins to have good time being with 
Laura who eventually invites her to a lesbian 
dance party. Where Laura tries to call Alike on her 
cell phone that she ignores. But soon after Bina 
steals a kiss followed later by the awkwardness in 
their sexual moments.  A confused and conflicted 
Alike seeks out Laura who gets her the “brush-
off” during a card game in retaliation. .
        This later leads to an admission from Laura 
about her true feelings for Alike who later tries 
to defuse her parents’ argument that causes an 

outburst from Audrey about their daughter being 
a lesbian to her disbelieving cop husband, Arthur 
(Charles Parnell).
         Ultimately, Alike’s disclosure divides the 
family by one parent who rather pray than accept 
her daughter; who stresses in her poem that she’s 
not running, she’s chosen.
        Even though it’s not the first film of its 
type to address this issue; “Pariah” is an honest 
and courageous film full of emotion, conflict and 
some light humor that brings to cinematic light 
to another taboo not easily discussed or admitted 
in the ‘hood. But it only settles to lay the ground 
work for other movies to either exploit or explore, 
while making Pariah” the most provocative film 
since “Precious”. R; 86min. A Focus Features 
Release – Presented at selected theaters
 IN THE LAND OF BLOOD AND HONEY 
(**1/2) Social conscious actress Angelina Jolie 
showcases her moral concerns over the artistic 
effort in her writing and directorial debut for this 
cinematic propaganda that focuses on the human 
abuse and carnage of the Bosnian war. But keep 
in mind what is depicted here only begins to 
scratch the surface    
     As proclaimed in the opening credits, in 
1992, the Serbs and Muslims co-existed living 
in harmony in Bosnia. The elder of two grown 
sisters, Ajla (Zana Marjanovic) is encouraged by 
her younger sister with her first newborn to go 
out and socialize. 
     Ajla decides to attend a celebration at a 
nightclub where she meets and falls in love at 
first sight dancing with a young Serbian, Danjiel 
(Goran Kostic) when the club bombing occurs 
that signals the outbreak of war.
    With director Jolie capturing the human carnage 
of war with dead and charcoaled body remains, 
Jolie dramatically focuses more sporadically on 
the harsh brutality and inhumanity of the Serbian 
soldiers who randomly shoot down people 
running through the streets.
   But mostly, Jolie seizes the opportunity to show 
these Serbians soldiers abuse, make servants 
of and sexually torment the Croatian women 
depicted by sexually raping them. To shooting 

down the elders in sudden point blank range in 
front of onlookers. 
         Among the women taken to a concentration 
camp is Ajla that is instantly noticed by Danjiel, 
who happens to be a top rank officer and the 
son of the general who disapproves of the Serbs 
living in Muslim state.
         While, Danjiel doesn’t share his father’s bias 
viewpoints. He begins to take her out of public 
view of his fellow soldiers to secretly share their 
tie together. Until events from the war soon 
dooms their relationship.
   When the two become separated by the war 
when he’s sent to Sarevejo and he secretly 
advises here the procedure to make her escape 
from the camp at night. But instead, Ajla tries 
to getaway by daylight that gets her caught and 
beaten.
        While the Serbian soldiers do another raid 
on the apartment buildings forcing most of the 
Croatian residents to sign eviction papers or be 
shot on the spot.
        . From the brutality witnessed and experienced 
by Ajla who finally escapes the camp to return to 
find her younger sister to learn the horrible news 
of how the soldiers threw her sister’s newborn 
over the balcony and left death in a cloth on the 
sidewalk. Inasmuch as Ajla loves Danjiel, she 
had to make a choice toward her people that 
ultimately sealed her fate at the hands of Danjiel 
because of the war.
    But what is missing more is the politic element, 
the interweaving of events with the government 
and politico figure that led to this war that should 
have been mixed within the brutality of the war 
and this doomed relationship.
    While, Jolie’s “In the Land of Blood and 
Honey” is a sad and depressing film that has some 
interest and harsh moments.  The movie still 
feels long winded and incomplete. Regardless 
of Ms. Jolie’s honorable and stark, well meaning 
intentions of bringing this human travesty to 
light. Her efforts here are only partly achieved in 
this movie. R; 127min. A Film District Picture 
Release (English sub-titles) Presented at 
selected theaters

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage greystone 
building, newly renovated 2 and 4 bdrm 
apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling fans and jacuzzi. 
Completely remodeled kitchen cabinets, 
counter tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent 
and sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.
APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

BEAUTIFUL APT FOR RENT If you 
are looking for a beautiful, spacious, clean, 
newly rehabbed 3 or 4 bedroom unit, this is 
it! They have ADT security system installed 
and are gated in the front and back. These 
units are in a beautiful brick 2 unit building 
and we are looking to rent them quickly. 
They are newly rehabbed with beautiful, 
roomy kitchens and spacious living rooms 
with attached dining rooms. The bedrooms 
and bathrooms are also very spacious. 
They boast brand new rear porches for 
your enjoyment. These apartments won’t 
last long so call me now at 773-934-3706! 
They are available immediately and are 
located on Flournoy near Sacramento Blvd. 
They are very close to I-290, blue and pink 
lines, police station, great elementary and 
high schools and shopping malls. They 
are also very close to the medical district 
and UIC.  For more details call me today 
at 773-934-3706 before they are all gone. 
Sec 8 welcome.

APT FOR RENT 7 Rm 3 bdrm. Recently 
decorated, huge backyard. $1000/mo plus 1 
month sec. Heat included. 5007 blk of West 
Washington Blvd.. Close to schools and 
transportation. For more information please 
contact 773/576-1011.

APT FOR RENT  Austin area, six rooms, 3 
bdrms, living/dining rm, $850 per month plus 
1 mo security, pay own utilities, near green 
line, call 773-287-3996 or 773-610-6332.

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

Exterminating business, 2 flat Building, 
plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. Current 
owner will work one year with new owner to 
keep present customer base happy. Call 312-
492-9090 for information.

MONEYBALL (***1/2)  
Based on the true story about 
Billy Beane (Brad Pitt) general 
manager of the Oakland 
Athletics unable to compete 
financially match up to New 
York Yankees’ payroll of high 
priced players, and decides on a 
more  unconventional approach 
with stats complied by a 
computer whiz (Jonah Hill) that 
helped revolutionized the game 
of baseball. A fascinating yet 
entertaining film that takes us 
through the mental maneuvers 
and business of the game.

PG-13; 133min. Sony 
pictures Home Video; 
Available: Jan. 10 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed 

by David Schultz

$20     $30    $50

$40     $55    $85

2 BDRM APT FOR RENT  1439 S. St 
Louis. $700 perr month plus security. Tenant 
pays utilities. Call 773/960-3817.

You Need 

Customers

and Clients

We Need

You to 

Call us 

312 

492-9090
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II


