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A DAY OF SERVICE HONORING DR. KING BRINGS 
900 VOLUNTEERS TO NORTH LAWNDALE, BETHUNE

La Risa Lynch

More than 900 volunteers 
descended upon North Lawndale 

Monday to paint, clean and spruce 
up schools and community centers 
as part of City Year’s day of service 
initiative to commemorate the life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

A small contingent of those 
volunteers landed at Bethune School 
of Excellence, 3030 W. Arthington. 
There volunteers turned popular 
children’s books like “Harold and 
the Purple Crayon” and “Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid” into colorful wall 
murals. 

Classrooms received a coat 
of paint and quotes from famous 
Americans peppered the hallways. 
Projects like these were repeated at 
two other North Lawndale locations, 
Powerhouse High School, 3415 W. 
Arthington, and the North Lawndale 
YMCA, 3449 W. Arthington. 
Volunteers from community residents 
to college students partnered with 
more than 100 City Year staffers to 

See King page 5

As part of City Year's national day of service to commemorate the life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., volunteers did several service projects in the North 
Lawndale community, including at Bethune School of Excellence where these 
volunteers paint a mural based of the popular children's book "Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid."

Volunteers paint colorful characters 
on the wall of Bethune School of 
Excellence on the West Side. The 
project was part of City Year's national 
day of service.

Bethune School of Excellence gets 
a fresh coat of paint as volunteers 
spruce up the school during the 
Martin Luther King Jr., Holiday. The 
effort was part of a national service 
day program sponsored by City Year, a 
national service organization.

Growing U.S. poverty and 
homelessness were key focal 
points during the 22nd Annual 
PUSH for Excellence Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Scholarship 
Breakfast. After an overnight stay 
on Sunday night at the Pacific 
Garden Mission, a homeless 

shelter in Chicago, Rev. Jesse L. 
Jackson Sr., founder and president 
of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, 
emphasized Dr. King’s last 
campaign before his death was 
about economic opportunity and 
equality for all people.  

PUSH for Excellence 22nd Annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Breakfast 

Focused on Poverty and Dr. King the Occupier

Television Judge Greg Mathis, Illinois Governor Pat Quinn, Rev. Jesse L. 
Jackson, Sr. and U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Visack pose for a photo.

PUSH for Excellence Oratorical Winner Calvin Sanders  

See Push page 4
Rev. Jesse Jackson in Resurrection City 1968
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
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David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Fred Little
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
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readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
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West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 
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Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
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readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
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Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date February 16, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE

CALL 312 
492-9090
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Collins’ Fundraiser Brings Out Supporters
Photos by Calvin Muhammad

On Thursday January 19, 2012, a 
fundraiser was held for the upcoming election  
by  the   present  Senator   Annzanette Collins 
of the 5th District .The event was held at the 
District office located 2425 W. Madison. The 
community came out to support her as well as 
past and present city officials such as former 
28th Ward Ald. Ed Smith, Commissoner 
Earline Collins, and Ald. Jason Ervin.There 
was also support from the Northern Illinois 
University Alumni such as Eric Lindsay and 
Bob Marshall. A raffle was held, and it was won 
by Jimmy Johnson. A good time was had by all.        
PHOTOS BY CALVIN A. MUHAMMAD 28th Ward Alderman Jason Ervin, 5th Dist. Illinois Senator 

Annazette Collins, and Former 28th Ward Alderman Ed Smith

Cook County Commissioner Earlean Collins and Senator 
Annazette Collins

Cook County Commisioner Robert Steele, Senator 
Collins and L. McCord

D.Hardy,Senator Collins, S.Stinson and T.Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Collins
American Family Insurance Agency Owner and Senator 
Annazette Collins, Ex-Alderman Ed Smith

Raffle winner Jimmy Johnson raffle winner with Senator 
Collins

Blanche Suggs-Killingworth, J.Bean, R.Collins, Senator Collins, F.Myles, 
and T. Esther

From l-r: T. SeRine, L.W. Powell, Senator Collins, Melissa.L. Williams and 
J.Green
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It was amazing last year as I watched 
some atheists celebrate Halloween along 
with so-called Christians. It made me 
realize how many things believers do that 
unbelievers or pagans do. 

Unbelievers or pagans honor the 
fall harvest god, believers celebrate 
thanksgiving; Pagans celebrate the annual 
rebirth of the sun on December 25th, so-
called Christians celebrate the birth of the 
son on December 25th. Pagans honor their 
spring god of fertility Ashtoreh/Eastre 
with rabbits, eggs and orgies, so-called 
Christians celebrate Easter with rabbits, 
eggs and swine. 

Here is what’s frightening while I 
was able to find all the pagan holidays 
and customs in their books (dictionaries 
and encyclopedias) I could find none of 
them (except the word Easter mentioned 
in Acts) in the so-called Christians’ book 
(The Bible). I asked myself why would a 
people that claim to believe that the bible 
is the word of God not only have so much 
to do with things that are not in the bible 
but also teach them to their children? 
Why would we teach our children pagan 
customs of Easter and not about Passover? 

WORD-UP: IT’S YO THANG DO WHAT 
YOU WANT TO DO

Calvin C. Crayton

Why would we celebrate and teach our 
children holidays instead of Holy Days? 

Why do we trade the commandments 
of God for the traditions of men? Do we 
love the praises of men more than the 
praises of God? What happened to if you 
love me keep my commandments? What 
happened to come out from amongst 
them? It seems that obedience to God’s 
word is what sanctifies or separates 
believers from unbelievers. Luke 6:46 
states: And why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say? 

God told Moses to tell Pharaoh 
to let my son go that he may serve 
me(Exodus4:23) We were not set free to 
shack –up or steal or lie or worship false 
gods (which is what celebrating these 
pagan holidays is doing) but what I could 
not understand is how we could become 
so deceived that we even come up with 
idiotic jingles like Jesus is the reason for 
the season when we know retail sales is 
the reason for the season because Jesus 
is the reason for every season, every day, 
every moment. 2nd Thessalonians 2: 10-
12 states: And with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness in them that perish; 

because they received, not the love of the 
truth that they might be saved. 

And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion that they should 
believe a lie. 

That they all might be dammed who 
believed not the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. 

How can we continually claim 
something as truth or use some ungodly 
way to justify our actions except we just 
want to do our own thang and our pride 
won’t let us humble ourselves before God 
and say even though I was raised this way 
even though my parents did it even though 
the preacher does it even though Oprah 
does it even though sister and brother 
does it your word does not condone it 
in no shape form or fashion and I thank 
you for your word for your word is truth 
as I work out my salvation with fear and 
trembling not my will but yours, forgive 
me. You see the Father won’t force us 
to do anything. Its yo thang do whatcha 
wanna do. I can’t tell you who to sock it 
to. Remember If you don’t read the book 
You Lose The Lesson. Word- Up!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

“Approximately 46.2 million Americans 
living in poverty is a moral disgrace,” 
said Rev. Jackson. “Nearly 41 million 
Americans use food stamps and 52 million 
are uninsured. There are too many people 
with too little living in too much poverty. 
Our national character is on trial. Dr. King 
understood that the civil rights movement, 
having ended segregation and gained the 
right to vote, had to challenge poverty and 
economic inequality. In his final days, he 
was building a poor people’s campaign, 
planning to bring people to the nation’s 
capital across lines of race, religion and 
region to create a Resurrection City and 
demand economic justice. He was the true 
precursor of Occupy Wall Street. 

In 1968, to nonviolently protest and 
highlight the plight of poverty-stricken 
Americans, demonstrators arrived in 
Washington on buses from multiple 

Push from front page southern states to set up an 
encampment near the Reflecting Pool on 
the Mall. John Wiebenson, an architect, 
designed some 2,800 simple lean-to 
structures for demonstrators to live in. 
The encampment became known as 
Resurrection City.  

Illinois Governor Pat Quinn shared 
his experience visiting Resurrection City 
as a freshman at George Washington 
University. He went on to say, “In Illinois, 
we believe in everybody in and no one 
left out.  There is something wrong when 
people are working 40 hours a week, and 
52 weeks a year and families are still 
living below the poverty line.”

Earlier this month, Gov. Quinn 
signed legislation that increased the tax 
credit for the working poor.  According 
to his administration, the law phases in a 
5 percent increase in the tax credit over 
two years. A single mother with one child 
earning $12,800 a year will save $154 on 
her taxes. A married couple with three 
children earning $30,000 a year will save 
$199 on their taxes this year.  

U.S Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack gave the keynote address and 
stressed the importance of a strong 
partnership between the government and 
public sector.

“Corporate American needs a 
partner,” he said.  “I work for an agency 
that reaches out to those in distress. 
Nearly 50% of those using the SNAP 
program are senior citizens and children. 
These seniors have paid their dues and 
live on a fixed income. Most of the 
children come from homes where the 
parents work but just aren’t able to make 
ends meet.”  

Vilsack was presented with the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and President 
Lyndon B. Johnson Humanitarian 
Award. 

While highlighting the work and 
legacy of Dr. King, the breakfast acts as 
a fundraiser for PUSH for Excellence 
scholarships. The program was founded 
by Rev. Jackson and others in 1975 to 
inspire students to strive for excellence 
in education in spite of personal, family 
and community challenges.  PUSH 
Excel advocates for educational polices 
that guarantee equal funding for public 
schools; engages parents, students 
and teachers in pursuing high-quality 
education; and forges partnerships with 
community based and public sector 
stakeholders in education.  

Kalia Buckley, Jesse L. Jackson, 
Sr. Fellowship recipient said, “The 
scholarship has helped me to meet my 
academic and financial obligations. It 
has reduced the stress of trying to pay 
for college, which has allowed me to 
better concentrate on my coursework. I 
appreciate the wonderful work   PUSH 
Excel does to support students in their 
pursuit of higher education.”  

The Rainbow PUSH Coalition is 
a progressive organization devoted to 
protecting, defending and expanding 
civil rights to improve economic 
and educational opportunity. The 
organization is headquartered at 930 
E. 50th St. in Chicago. To learn more, 
please visit www.rainbowpush.org or 
call (773) 373-3366. To arrange an 
interview with Rev. Jackson, please call 
the numbers listed above.

Resurrection City 1968

Your Goes 
Ad Here

Call
312 493-9090
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

or (773) 517-2474

finish projects at the three locations. 
Each year, City Year, a national service 

organization, does service projects throughout 
the country on the King Holiday. The goal is to 
encourage people to embrace Dr. King’s legacy 
of service, says City Year’s Anthony Martinez. 

The organization already partners with 
several North Lawndale schools, including 
Bethune, Collins High School and Manley 
Career Academy to offer tutoring, mentoring 
and in-class academic support. The King Day 
service projects are an extension of that support.

“They ask that you make it a day on, not a 
day off, and I think that is what everyone here 
is all about,” said Martinez, City Year’s external 
relations project leader. “It is not a holiday for 
leisure. It is a holiday to do something in service 
for those who are in need.”

But the work in North Lawndale took on 
an added meaning. Dr. King lived in North 
Lawndale in 1966 when he brought his fight 
for equal rights to Chicago. King and his family 
moved into a small tenement on 16th and 
Hamlin to bring attention to deplorable housing 
conditions Black families were forced to live in.

“This is the community that Dr. King 
chose when he came into Chicago that adds 
a little bit of significance to the day’s events,” 
Martinez added.

The day’s significance was not lost of 
Bethune student Montrell Crawford. While 
his classmates had the day off, Crawford was 
at the school painting and assisting volunteers. 
Crawford credited King for allowing him to get 
an education. 

“Martin Luther King was one of the world’s 
famous civil rights leaders and without him, we 
wouldn’t be here today because of segregation,” 
the 15-year-old said, noting that the volunteers 
came from all racial backgrounds.

Employees at Skadden Arps Law Firm 
often do service projects as part of the company’s 
effort to give back to the community. But for a 
few employees, their reasons to be part of City 

Year’s day of service varied.
Ann Morris, of Skokie, saw it as a way 

to help schools. King believed education was 
essential to improving young people’s lives, she 
said.

“It is a very small thing I can do, and 
I’m glad I had the opportunity to participate,” 
Morris said.

Brenda Smith didn’t want accolades. The 
South Shore resident wanted to give back to the 
same school system that helped her. 

“The most important thing is that I gave. If 
they enjoy it, perfect,” said the Hyde Park High 
School alum.

This is the second year Michele Collins 
participated in City Year’s service day. Collins 
admitted she was a little hesitant at first, but 
seeing the kids’ reactions to the completed 
projects at last year’s event was “gratifying.”

“It’s a very worthwhile thing to do, and 
once you get out here, you won’t regret your 
decision,” Collins said. 

Bethune assistant principal Sheila Barlow 
applauded the volunteers’ hard work to improve 
the students’ learning environment. Painting the 
murals, she said, personalizes the building and 
gives the students a sense of ownership. 

Bethune is a turnaround school, a 
school improvement plan where the previous 
administration is replaced with new teachers 
and principals.

“We wanted to instill in our students a 
sense of pride,” Barlow said.

But the idea for the book-themed murals 
came from both Bethune’s City Year team 
members and the school’s staff. Barlow said 
the school focuses heavily on reading. To get 
students to read more, volunteers constructed 
wooden storage cubes to house donated books. 
The cubes will be placed in the stairwells to 
give students easy access to the books. 

Barlow said she wanted kids to understand 
that reading opens the imagination just like in 
the book “Harold and the Purple Crayon.”

“The purpose behind the book is to show 
that with this crayon, he [Harold] was able to 
paint a world that he wanted to see,” she said.

King from front page

29th Ward Alderman Deborah Graham’s 
ordinance strengthening community 
actions against nuisance businesses passed 
the Committee on License & Consumer 
Protection. 

The amendment to the Deleterious 
Impact Ordinance, written by Graham, 
makes two large overhauls in the current 
nuisance ordinance.  It eliminates the 
overburdened community petition 
process for those affected by a business 
accused of being a nuisance.  The 
second, it reduces the number of illegal 
felonies, narcotics or weapons violations 
a business can have in a 12-month period 
from five to three.  

“This ordinance is not targeting 
good businesses; in fact we want more 
good businesses in our ward and across 
the city,” stated Alderman Graham. 
“This ordinance helps communities and 
businesses become better partners by 
moving directly to meetings on resolving 
the alleged issues.”

“I support Alderman Graham and her 
leadership in making our communities 
better.  The vast number of businesses 
in our wards and the City of Chicago are 
good businesses.  This ordinance is for 
those that cause disturbances and violate 
our way of life.  It levels the playing field 
for our residents.” Alderman Jason C. 
Ervin. 

“The Community still has to show 
proof that the business is in fact a nuisance 
and false allegations will be weeded out,” 
said Alderman Graham testifying before 
the committee.  “Furthermore, businesses 
that have proven objectionable practices 
will have an opportunity to submit an 
operational plan to correct that alleged 
issue. With this ordinance my constituents 

Ald. Graham Introduces Ordinance to Better 
Relationships between Businesses and Communities

have a stronger voice.”
During the committee hearing, Local 

Liquor Control Commissioner Gregory 
Steadman lent his support for this ordinance; 
stating the ordinance would help businesses 
and communities become better partners.  The 
ordinance, which passed the Committee on 
License & Consumer Protection, will now move 
to the City Council for consideration. Ald Graham
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*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served ***** See Flicks page 7

EXTREMELY LOUD AND INCREDIBLY 
CLOSE (**1/2) Even if enough time has passed 
from that fateful day that changed all our lives 
on 9/11 ten years ago. Still the lingering effects 
of this tragedy can be felt through the emotions 
and personal pain we can sympathize over a lost 
loved one through this earnest and somber screen 
adaptation of Jonathan Safran Foer’s bestseller 
novel.
         “Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close” is 
a haunting tearjerker seen through the perspective 
and narrative words of  Oskar Schell, *Thomas 
Horn)a  ten year old child on a quest dealing with 
the discovery of a locker key in a blue vase in the 
closet of his father, Thomas Schell (Tom  Hanks), a 
jeweler who died in the World Trade Center.
         This personal tragedy on a young m precocious 
child can be a traumatic experience that can lead 
to confronting numerous emotions and feelings 
of grief, loneliness, desperation and sometimes 
suppressed guilt that can take its toll on a child.
         Even though Tom Hanks and Sandra Bullock 
portray the loving parents who each individual have 
about less than a half hour of screen time. Their 
marquee name value seems more of a lure for the 
movie that is mainly about their child’s development 
and resolution that was first and apparently instilled 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

by Hanks’ parental 
character who 
constantly pushed the 
child’s curiosity and 
intellectual level with 
riddles and quizzes.
         Still Hanks’ 
character might have 
inadvertently known 
something through 
his teachings. But a 
child’s action is less 
predictable. When 
the child initially 
doesn’t observes the 
television newscasts 
or the noise behind 
his father‘s phone 
messages, 
         As the tragedy 

occurs but not visually shown, Oskar finds himself 
suddenly released from school after barely arriving 
there that fateful morning. He returns to his parents’ 
condo building where he trade insult jokes with the 
nonchalant doorman Stan (John Goodman). 
         With no one home in the apartment, Oskar r 
listens to a series of six phone messages left by his 
father who doesn’t know what’s going on during his 
meeting in the WTC, But the father tells the police 
and firemen  had advise all occupants to stay where 
there are. Eventually, each message becoming direr 
until the phone abruptly clicks off.  
          Obviously bright for his age yet severely 
impaired by an inconclusive health condition, 
personal phobias and an apparent loner from being 
bullied at school that also makes it hard for the kid 
to socially interact with anyone.
          It takes a few months to a year before Oskar 
has the courage to enter his father’s room that his 
mother has yet to do. Where the child accidentally 
breaks the vase in his father’s close that contains a 
locker key within a small envelope marked “black 
for   a slew of names and address he maps out” 
and a small newspaper clipping where the words 
“nonstop thinking” is encircled.
         From these items, Oskar figures this search 

could somehow help him understanding his father’s 
death.
His quest leads him his grandmother (Zoe 
Caldwell) who has accepted a mysterious, mute 
elderly “renter” (Max von Sydow) and decides to 
travel alongside the kid on his journey.
         Through  the child’s street encounters  that 
includes a  separated woman, Abby Black (Viola 
Davis) who happens to be part of the riddle that the 
kid is taken to meet her ex-husband (Jeffery Wright 
in a  touching almost brief appearance, 
         Eventually, it’s revealed through the mother 
(Sandra Bullock) that Oskar’s actions had not gone 
unnoticed and were discreetly supported      
         Still, as part of the film’ conclusion, it a bit hard 
to figure, time wised; that a working widow who 
have the time to encourage her child’s curiosity in 
such a manner. There are other elements missing in 
the film’s story such as the back-story to the renter’s 
existence. Even though the kid figures out his real 
identity. It doesn’t make sense compared to how 
the child over look something from the newspaper 
clipping on the flip side that conveniently would 
have shorten the tough love sentimentality of this 
interesting and different movie. PG-13; 129min. 
A Warner Bros. Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters
RED TAILS (***1/2) Representing filmmaker 
George Lucas’ 23 year old pet project and first foray 
into a non- “Star Wars” movie since completing the 
trilogy that will soon be re-releasing “The Phantom 
Menace” in 3D format this spring. 
       In “Red Tails”, Lucas exchanges space ships 
and galactic battles for B-52 bomber planes in aerial 
dogfights to deliver the open prejudice that was 
overcome to show the courage and heroism of the 
Tuskegee airmen that were part of an experiment 
during World War II. But this movie more about 
two wars. Besides the airmen battles with the Nazis 
in the air; it was also their battles against racism on 
the ground. 
        Bringing a much overdue depiction of little 
black history to the big screen still doesn’t diminish 
the importance of its reminder to the era that was 
and the contributions Blacks made during the war.       
        Especially in lieu of a 1925 college study 
report that enforced the belief by the white military 
divisions that “Blacks were inferior for combat”. A 
report the even the Nazis believed, but learned first 
hand, otherwise.
      . Set in Italy 1944, an all black and spunky Red 
Squadron grows bored with their purposely given 
coastal tasks in their broken down prop planes that 
keeps them away from combat.  The squadron 
under the command of Major Stance played by 
Cuba Gooding Jr. who graduated in role and rank 
here since being a part of HBO’s 1995 cable TV 
movie “The Tuskegee Airmen”.
         Gooding’s role whose in charge of the squadron 
works for Colonel A.J. Bullard (Terrence Bullard), 
the only top ranking black in Washington (and this 
picture) who debate with the all white military brass 
led by bigoted Major William Mortamur (Bryan 
Cranston) over the “Great Tuskegee Experiment” 
that leads to an ultimatum by Bullard to either “shut 
us down or let us fly”.
         Their participation with the airmen finally 
represents “blacks helping blacks” in a cause 
without the usual Hollywood stigma of a white 
idealistic person leading their crusade that makes 
some cinematic history here.
          While in the film, blacks had to create their own 
opportunity. When the squadron returning from 
one of their meager aerial tasks. Hot-shot pilot Joe 
“Lighting” Little (well played by David Oyelowo)  
goes against the orders (as he does throughout the 
film) of his by-the-book yet personally troubled 
squad leader,  Marty “Easy” Julian ( Nate Parker) 
who are bunk mates who shared opposing 
viewpoints and demeanor.
          As the squadron mainly attacks a Nazi occupied 
camouflaged train with ammo and weapons from 
above. Little takes the more dangerous, frontal 
approach firing on the train head on before it 
reaches to the tunnel.
          From this successful yet unsanctioned 
mission, Col. Bullard gets board approval without 
Major Mortamur’s blessing when given their 
first assignment “Operation Shingles”. In which 
the red squadron provides cover for the white 
bomber planes against the German squadron that 
underscores a Snoopy vs. Red Baron-type rivalry 
between a startled German “pretty boy” (Lars van 
Reisen) and “Lighting”.
         Later in Washington, Col. Bullard is summoned 
into the office of General Luntz (Gerald Mc Raney)
who offers the Red Squadron a different battle 
strategy for a new mission. 
         Luntz feel the U.S. body count was too high 
price to pay for human life and could be curtailed.  

If the Red Squadron covers the white bombers by 
keeping” their eyes off how many Nazis planes 
they can shoot down versus how to protect the lives 
of the bombers that would lower the causality level 
to saving the men to return home. In short, to forget 
the prize and save the lives”.  
        The human angle is provided in familiar 
subplots that mostly centers on the personal strife 
between Lighting’s hot-dogging aerials assaults that 
never follow protocol regardless how it forwards 
their cause.
         While “Easy” is criticize not so much for doing 
things by the book, but the increased drinking he’s 
been done because of the long distance pressure 
and lack of acceptance from his unseen, strict judge 
father who wanted his son to go into law
          And its that drinking that later makes Easy 
felt guilt ridden over a new recruit, Ray “Ray Gun” 
Gannon (Tristan Wilde he was suppose to protect 
that gets down behind enemy lines and taken to 
Stalag 18 camp with the white prisoners of war who 
plot an underground escape that black recruit had 
to salvage to allow the whites to succeed in their 
escape.          Presumed dead for his effort; there is 
a plot twist saved near the film’s finale that is never 
revealed. It only seems to serve the film’s effort to 
keep its own body count down among the blacks 
that isn’t practical to the reality of the situation 
And also, this goes adversely against this film’s ad 
campaign tag line, “Courage has no color”
        And yet, black director Anthony Hemingway 
peppers the film well with plenty of aerial battle 
scenes, but can’t maneuver around its own cliché 
situations and characters and predictability. 
         When Lighting shows signs of growing up 
from falling in love with an Italian village girl, 
Sophia (Daniela Ruah) who eventually asks her 
hand in marriage. Only to go out on another aerial 
mission that leads to a head on aerial shoot out with 
“Pretty Boy”.
         “Red Tails” is hardly the definitive story 
about the Tuskegee airmen. It shows us a lot of 
what we’ve seen in most war movies. The only 
real distinction the movie has is in its attitude that 
is captured by this youthful, ensemble cast with 
Gooding and Howard presenting the straight laced 
authoratative figures. 
          And there’s the pedigree in the film’s script 
from Lucas; story written by black comic strip 
authors, John Ridley who created “Undercover 
Brother” and Chi-born Aaron McGruder who 
created “The Boondocks” whom I kind of expected 
more because of their reputation. But I felt their 
efforts would have been lesser achieved without 
their input here
           Because of the aerial battle scenes are given 
the most character interaction that we grew up 
watching from John Wayne to Van Johnson during 
the 1940’s and ‘50’s in such films as “The Flying 
Leathernecks” and “Thirty Seconds over Tokyo” to 
Tom Cruise in “Top Gun”.
           I hope the white moviegoers will support 
this movie as Lucas did against the studio brass. 
Along with the blacks audience that should.  
Because when you get right down to it, the stigma 
of one’s color isn’t as importance as one’s efforts 
and accomplishments.          ““Red Tails” delivers 
an inspirational movie about courage, valor and 
human folly we all have. It’s hardly the definitive 
story on the airmen. But I hope it opens the door 
for more cinematic efforts like this. Telling their 
individuals’ stories to be told in future films like 
Hollywood does with the Holocaust.
          This is an old fashioned combat movie that 
happens to be black whose talent and courage were 
most valuable to the war effort than the color of 
their skin. PG-13; 125min. A 20th Century Fox 
Pictures release – Presented at selected theaters
HAYWIRE (**1/2) “Haywire” is quite the compact 
e action flick from director Steven Soderbergh who 
takes on another commercial movie genre to follow 
up his disaster movie homage in “Contagion”.  
“Haywire” turns into “espionage lite” with bursts of 
butt-kicking violence that is the spark to this rather 
mundane revenge motivated script.
              Surrounded by an all star cast, actress 
newcomer actress and Mixed Marital Arts fighter 
veteran Gina Carano gets to show off her skills as 
sort of” Le Femme Nikita”-type, black ops   trained, 
contract covert operative, Mallory Kane who at the 
film’s beginning, is waiting in a diner in upstate 
New York for someone to bring her in from her 
recent mission that went awry.
              When Mallory encounters a violent response 
by her fellow agent, Aaron (Channing Tatum) 
sent to bring her in. A bystander, Scott (Michael 
Angarano) briefly intervenes long enough for 
Mallory to strike back against Aaron’s assault who 
happens top be mentioned as an ex-boyfriend. 
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage greystone 
building, newly renovated 2 and 4 bdrm 
apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling fans and jacuzzi. 
Completely remodeled kitchen cabinets, 
counter tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent 
and sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.
APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

APT FOR RENT  Austin area, six rooms, 3 
bdrms, living/dining rm, $850 per month plus 
1 mo security, pay own utilities, near green 
line, call 773-287-3996 or 773-610-6332.

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

Exterminating business, 2 flat Building, 
plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. Current 
owner will work one year with new owner to 
keep present customer base happy. Call 312-
492-9090 for information.

$20     $30    $50

$40     $55    $85

2 BDRM APT FOR RENT  1439 S. St 
Louis. $700 perr month plus security. Tenant 
pays utilities. Call 773/960-3817.

Do
You 
Need 

Customers

Clients
or 

Students?
Call us 
at 312 

492-9090

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

              Then when she escapes by 
driving off with the bystander in his 
new car. She begins telling her story 
in flashback.  Where in a DC meeting, 
officials, Kenneth (Ewan MacGregor) 
and his superior, Coblenz (Michael 
Douglas agree to send Mallory on a new 
mission.
              Having returned home from 
her latest completed mission, Mallory 
is met at home by her handler, Kenneth 
(Ewan MacGregor) who assigns her out 
to pose as the wife to another agent, Paul 
(Michael Fassbender) who has made an 
important contact.
              But later she wanders off to a 
barn where she finds the dead Chinese 
body that she had earlier protected.
               Then when Paul and Mallory 
return to their hotel suite. Paul attacks 
Mallory and they battle throughout the 
room until she kills him. And now, as the 
movie works its way to the present with 
Mallory and Scott. The doubled crossed 
agent becomes a fugitive who is chased 
and battled through the plot twists and 
action turns to find the man to tell who 
is behind him that is the man responsible 
for the initial termination order on her.
               Director Steven Soderbergh shifts 
from labeled locales from New York to 
Barcelona that helps establish a style 
while trying to create an action flick that 
isn’t ugly to watch. But violence isn’t all 
that graceful to begin with in real life. 
Unless in movies, one applies ballet-
like moves to one’s blows and punches. 
Violence is an ugly confrontation that is 
expected.
              The tight mixed martial arts 
fight sequences amidst the exotic locales 
and a skimpy plot lines doesn’t provide 
enough continuously electricity beyond 
its occasional spark of energy and 
style here and there. “Haywire” feels 
incomplete and generic enough to wait 
for it on home video.
R; 92min. A Relatively Media Picture 
Release – Presented at selected 

3BDRM  - AUSTIN AREA   Laundry 
facilities available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation. Call 773/517-
2474

Flicks from page 6
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II


