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“If You Can’t Feed Us You 

Can’t Lead Us! “These are the words 
that came so expressively from 
the mouth of Mark Carter board 
member of the Lawndale Greater 
Black Chamber of Commerce 
during the panel discussion at 
Malcolm X College on January 6th 
with his focus being on the proposed 
“Phase Out  and Relocation” of 
Crane Technical Preparatory High 
School.  A group of concerned 
youth, parents, and local leaders 
stood before the Chicago Public 
School Board to express their 
feelings about the proposed---in 
reference to the closing of Crane 
and turning it into a charter school.  
The proposed school---Chicago 
Talent Development according to 
Dr. Jordan prior principal of Collins 

wiLL the LeadershiP PLease stand uP: who 
wiLL heLP KeeP Crane’s doors oPen? 

Tali Bakhit

high school has been a plan put in 
place a long time before the actual 
annoucement, “This has been 
happening for 20 years and nothing 
will stop the process unless we have 
the right leadership put in place,” 
says Jordan.

Amongst the leaders who 
stood and spoke against the closing 
of Crane was Senator Annazette 
Collins, Ed Smith, Congressman 
Danny Davis, Alderman Walter 
Burnett, and Alderman Bob Fiorreti,  
“This plan has been in place for 
a long time” says Dr. Jordan.  The 
plan is to shut down Crane and to re-
open the school as a charter school 
where the neighborhood kids will 
be cherry picked to attend and the 
remaining children will be sent to 

Manly, Collins, Marshall, Farragut 
and other surrounding schools. 
Crane will be phased out over the 
next four years and Chicago Talent 
Development will transition it’s way 
in.  Based on the parents concern, 
kids will have no other choice but 
to cross gang lines which will cause 
a bloody resolution to what the 
officials of CPS believe is helping 
communities to grow.  Parent, 
Sharia Washington says “The 
administrators of CPS are saying 
that our neighborhood children 
are not good enough-----what you 
are doing is wrong.”  During the 
chaotic fiasco, people in the crowd 
yelled out in distress due to the 
unwanted addition to the crowd--
--paid impostors from Englewood 

who were paid 25 dollars a head to 
disrupt the discussion, and if they 
stood up to speak they would be 
paid 50 dollars.  One Englewood 
woman who claimed to be the 
parent of a child who attended a 
failing school walked up to the 
microphone literally with the crack 
of her behind showing and her pants 
nearly below the mid section of her 
anus and said “Crane needs to close 
their doors.”  In the background 
the crowd booed her and told her 
to sit down. But this didn’t stop 
other Englewood paid impostors 
from coming up to the microphone 
and speaking out to get their extra 
pay.  According to Mark Carter this 
type of situation in terms of paid 
impostors is nothing new in trying 

CPS Panel. Photo by Tali Bakhit Some protester are not too happy with the closing of Crane High School.. 
Photo by Tali Bakhit

See Crane page 5
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Barack Obama still has more 
change to make.

Even after passing health care 
reform, ensuring women get equal 
pay as their male counterparts, 
ending the decade-long Iraq war 
and repealing the long standing 
"don’t ask; don’t tell" policy 
forbidding gays to serve openly 
in the military, Obama says he 
has more to do.

"I said before, I am not a 
perfect man. I am not a perfect 
president, but I promise you this 
… I will wake up every single 
day thinking about how I can 
make this country better, and I 
will spend every ounce of energy 
fighting for you," Obama said. "If 
you stick with me we’re going to 
finish what we started in 2008.”

Obama spoke to over 500 
supporters who packed the 
UIC Forum, 725 W. Roosevelt 

Obama Visits Chicago, Makes Case for Re-election
La Risa Lynch

Rd. during a campaign rally 
Wednesday.

The rally was among three 
fundraising events Obama 
attended during a brief stay in 
Chicago. According to news 
reports, the Chicago visit aimed 
to raise between $1-$2 million.

Obama thanked supporters 
in his 25-minute speech for 
getting behind a guy with a funny 
sounding name.

"When you support a guy 
named Barack Hussein Obama 
for president … you got to 
assume the odds may not be in 
your favor," he quipped.

Supporters’ belief in him paid 
off.  The change he promised 
happened although it didn't 
come easily or quickly. Health 
care reform passed, allowing 2.5 
million young adults coverage 

President Barak Obama at UIC Forum greeting over 500 supportersSee Obama page 4
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $25.00 for 3 
months. $45.00 for 6 months  $75.00 for 1 year 

$125 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date January 19, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE

CALL 312 
492-9090
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Come Out And Meet The Candidate! 

 
Arthur P. Wheatley 

Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County 
7th Judicial Subcircuit 

Please Join Us 
At Our Next Fundraising Event 

At 
Dr. J’s Bar and Restaurant 
3241 West Chicago Avenue 

On Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Committee To Elect Judge Arthur P. Wheatley 

www.electjudgearthurwheatley 

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) today 
released parameters that both elementary and 
high schools will follow in adopting the full 
school day for the 2012-13 school year. The 
7.5 hour day and 180 day year detailed in both 
the elementary and high school parameters will 
move  CPS students from the shortest school 
day and year among the nation’s largest cities 
to getting it on par with the national average 
for instructional time in elementary and high 
school as well as length of the school year.

“We are moving to a full school day to 
give children the time they need to focus on 
core subjects and ultimately provide students 
with the education they deserve,” said Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel. “Lengthening the school day 
gives our kids the tools they need to excel in 
school and succeed in a global economy.”

Chicago currently ranks last in the amount 
of time students spend in the classroom.  CPS 
elementary students receive 22 percent less 
instructional time than the national average, 
while CPS high school students receive 15 
percent less.  Studies show the more time 
students spend on core subjects like reading, 
math and science, the more they understand, 
learn and grow academically. The move 
to a 7.5-hour day will give students across 
the district the time they need to boost their 
academic achievement.

“Our students cannot afford to wait for 
the high-quality education they deserve. The 
system has failed their needs for far too long 
and the full school day will provide them 
with more time on core subjects to prepare for 
college and career,” said CEO Brizard. “The 
Full School Day can ensure that we can boost 
academic achievement in every classroom 
throughout the district.” 

 The full school day will help boost 
student achievement during a time when 
students across CPS are struggling. More than 
123,000 students – one third of all children – 
are in underperforming schools throughout the 
District. In 2011, only 7.9 percent of all 11th 
graders tested college ready, while the high 
school graduation rate stands at 57.5 percent 
and achievement gaps for African American 
and Latino students remain in the high double 
digits.

With the move to a 7.5-hour day, students 
will receive the additional time they need 
in core subjects such as math, reading and 
science, get needed individual instruction 
to ensure they don’t fall behind, and have 
the opportunity for exposure to enrichment 
opportunities that were not formerly available. 
The District also intends to move to a calendar 
of 180 instructional days, an increase of 
10 instructional days from the current CPS 
calendar, which will bring the number of 
school days in Chicago on par with other cities 
in the nation. The additional instructional time 
from the Full School Day and longer school 
year will make CPS the leader among the 
largest cities in instructional time provided to 
students. 

In an analysis of the Massachusetts 
Expanded Learning Time Initiative, 
participating schools who have redesigned their 
school day to add 300 more hours per year for 
all students have demonstrated improvement 
trends across all tested subjects. In 2010, all 
participating schools gained in proficiency at 
double the rate of the state in ELA and math, 
and gained at nearly five times the rate of the 
state in science across all grades. To review an 
analysis conducted by the National Center for 
Time and Learning on how more time in the 
classroom spent on instruction helps to boost 
student achievement, please go to http://www.
cps.edu/Programs/DistrictInitiatives/FullDay/
Documents/CaseForMoreTime_BriefReview.
pdf.

To ensure schools are fully supported and 

CPS Releases Parameters for Full School Day to Increase 
Instructional Time, Boost Student Achievement 

New Full School Day parameters for Fall 2012 will get CPS on par with national average for 
elementary and high school instructional minutes and length of school year 

communities are thoughtfully engaged, the 
district launched a year-long planning process, 
organized to:

·         Support schools to redesign their 
school day with community input 

·         Engage the community throughout 
the process 

·         Lead the central office transition to 
the Full School Day 

To aid the process, the district has 
engaged multiple stakeholders throughout the 
process, including:

·         Chiefs and network staff through 
trainings

·         Principals through webinars and 
network meetings

·         Teachers through their involvement 
in the VIVA online forum

·         Students through focus groups
·         Parents through community meetings 

led by networks, schools, and community 
organizations

Additionally, individual schools have 
been holding meetings with their own 
communities to provide input into how they 
will structure the Full School Day.

The parameters define a small set of 
district requirements for the school day, 
but also give schools significant flexibility 
in redesigning the school day to best meet 
the needs of their unique student body. This 
avoids a one-size-fits-all approach.

Elementary school parameters include:
n  Students will be in school for 7.5 hours, 

or 450 minutes, an increase of 105 minutes 
from the current closed campus schedule. 

n  Each day they will receive 6.5 hours 
of instruction, 45 minutes for recess and lunch 
and 15 minutes for passing. 

n  Teachers will be on-site for 7 hour and 
40 minutes, an increase of 9.5 percent from 
their current work day.

n  On average teachers will provide 
5.5 hours of instruction (an increase of 54 
minutes), receive a 45-minute duty-free lunch 
and 60-minute prep period and supervise the 
passing period. They will also be required 
to be on-site for 10 minutes before and after 
school. 

High school parameters include:
n  Students will be in school for 7.5 hours 

each day, an increase of 36 minutes. 
n  They will receive 6 hours and 8 minutes 

of instruction, an increase of 46 minutes, a 
46-minute lunch period and have 36 minutes 
for passing and entry. Mandatory home room 
will be eliminated.

n  Teachers will be on-site for 7 hours and 
40 minutes, an increase of 9.5 percent from 
their current work day.

n  On average teachers will provide 
instruction for 4 hours and 36 minutes (276 
minutes), an increase of 32 minutes.

n  Teachers will receive a 46-minute duty 
free lunch and 92 minutes of planning time 
(half of which will be principal-directed) and, 
supervise passing periods. They will also be 
required to be on-site for 10 minutes before 
and after school. 

Schools will receive their budgets over 
the next few weeks, including funding that 
will help them transition to the full school day.  

While there are no minimum 
requirements for subject instruction, CPS has 
created recommendations to help elementary 
schools create an instructionally sound Full 
School Day. For example, 120 minutes of 
literacy instruction per day is recommended 
for students in grades 1-5; for students in 
grades 6-8, 90 minutes of literacy instruction 
is recommended. Similarly, the District is 
recommending minimum instructional time in 
math, science and social studies.

Elementary schools could choose to 
increase the amount of time beyond the 

minimum students spend on specific academic 
subjects based on a school-wide focus. For 
example, if a school is focused on increasing 
students’ conceptual understanding of math, 
they could increase instructional time on that 
subject.

Beyond the core subjects, the Full School 
Day will offer schools the opportunity to offer 
or increase enrichment for students though art, 
music and physical education; or implement 
other proven strategies – such as intervention 
or tutoring -- that optimize student learning.

Currently, 50 schools – including 13 
traditional CPS schools and 37 charters – have 
implemented the Full School Day.  Thirty-
nine of those schools – two traditional CPS 
schools and the charters – launched their Full 
School Day programs this week.  Altogether, 
more than 22,000 students in Chicago are 
now benefitting from a Full School Day. Each 
school has worked with their teachers, parents 
and communities to design a school day that 
meets the school’s unique needs. 

Eleven traditional CPS schools began 
their Full School Day programs last fall as 
part of the District’s Pioneer Schools program. 
Among those schools, 71 percent of the 90 
additional instructional minutes have been 
spent focusing on core subjects, while 29 
percent have been spent on enrichment 
activities. The Pioneer schools have already 
provided their students with an additional 
85 hours of instructional time, which is the 
equivalent of 17 more days of instructional 
time, primarily focused on the core subjects of 
reading, math and science. More information 
on how schools are using the Full School Day is 
at http://cps.edu/Programs/DistrictInitiatives/

FullDay/Pages/LongerDayDetails.aspx.
The District also incorporated the input 

of hundreds of teachers who were part of the 
VIVA project that looked at the Full School 
Day. The VIVA project teachers offered such 
suggestions as using alternative scheduling 
to get the most out of the Full School Day, 
altering the school year to maximize student 
learning and retention, ensuring that all CPS 
students get a well-rounded education and 
have time for free play, and empowering 
students with technology.

CPS this week also announced Innovation 
Grants for schools that identify pioneering 
uses for the additional time provided by the 
Full School Day. CPS will run an application 
process, open to all schools, and grants of 
$100,000 will be awarded to up to 30 schools. 
Winning schools will be present a clear and 
innovative vision for a redesigned school day. 
CPS is currently seeking funding from private 
foundations that have expressed interest in 
supporting this effort.

“Schools should give careful thought on 
how they can best implement the additional 
time that comes with the Full School 
Day,” Brizard said. “These parameters and 
recommendations can serve to guide them 
through the process of designing a schedule 
that best meets the needs of their students, 
and uses the time wisely to prepare them for 
college and career.”

The Chicago Public Schools serves 
approximately 405,000 students in more 
than 675 schools. It is the nation’s third-
largest school system. 

See CPS page 5
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WHERE 
ARE YOU!

We offer free computer classes, but 
you don’t come!

We offer CEDA but you wait til’ 
you get the disconnection notice 
before you come!

We have weekly Veterans meetings 
but you don’t show up!

Our doors are opened but you won’t 
come in.

We have made the commitment to 
help our community get out of this 
economic crunch with free resources 
but you do not take advantage of 
them. You need to utilize these 
resources before its said we don’t 
need them and retract them. We 
should be overflowing with clients if 
only to take the courses to make you 
job ready.

Do you not know the solution lies 
with you.  You are your own worst 
enemy. Don’t complain about the 
state of our neighborhoods, if you are 
not willing to do your part! So again I 
ask, WHERE ARE YOU!
Stop in and visit us at:
Strategic Human Services 
North Lawndale News
1211 S Western, Suite 203
312-492-9090
9a.m. to 5p.m.
Monday - Friday

under their parents’ health insurance. 
Additionally, one million jobs were saved 
with the auto industry bailout, an initiative 
Obama said was unpopular at the time.

Those changes are now threatened in 
this election, Obama said. His Republican 
opponents are not interested in job 
creation, strengthening the middle class or 
stabilizing the economy, just only "to beat 
me" in this election, he said.

"They will fight with their last breath 
to protect tax cuts for the most fortunate 
of Americans, but they will play political 
games with tax cuts for the middle class," 
Obama said, coming out swinging at his 
presidential opponents. "I guess they 
thought it was a smart political strategy."

Under that strategy, the Republican 
Party — both in Congress and those 
running for president — want to reduce the 
deficit by cutting investments in education 
and infrastructure improvements, Obama 
contends.

"We got a clear choice," Obama said. 

"If you want to end the cynicism and stop 
the game playing that passes for politics 
these days … then you can’t back down — 
not now. … We are going to keep pushing 
and fighting for the change that we believe 
in."

Before Obama took the stage, CSI New 
York star Hill Harper was introduced as 
emcee and entertainment was provided 
by R&B sensation Janelle Monae who 
electrified the packed event. 

Hill described Obama’s 2008 White 
House win as "historic" but his re-election 
bid for 2012 is "personal." 

"When our president took office, our 
country was losing 800,000 jobs per 
month," said Hill, an Obama Harvard Law 
School buddy. "Since then, we had 22 
months of private sector job growth. Now 
that is historic. But it is very personal for 
those families … who recently got a job 
and are able to pay their mortgages."

Hill said that is change and leadership 
people can get behind. 

Before the doors opened, spectators 
lined up outside paying $44 and $100 to 
hear the president. N’Deye Walton of south 
suburban Flossmoor was among them.

Walton came to support the president, 
who she said has not been given proper 
credit for passing health care reform. 
High unemployment rates, she added, 
overshadowed that achievement. 

"You can’t deny that is a major hurdled 
that no one else has been able to overcome," 
Walton said. 

Beverly resident Bennie Sanders also 
supports Obama. He hopes Obama does 
more to help the Black community this 
time. But Sanders understood why the 
president distanced himself before.

"I understand that his hands are tied," 
said Sanders, who volunteered for Obama’s 

Obama from front page

CSI New York star Hill Harper, and Harvard Law School buddy
Congressman Danny K. Davis and State Senator Annazette Collins and 
her family with Tumia Romero(right).

See Obama page 5
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

to disrupt the process of resolving issues in the 
black community, especially when it comes 
to closing a community school.  West-siders 
were completely blown away by the disruption 
that the paid impostors caused and one parent 
said “It could have been a bloody mess at 
Malcolm X college that night and this type of 
thing never ever needs to occur again.”  Some 
one screamed in the background “Where is the 
Mayor?” 

During the discussion Mark Carter also 
called out Reverend Roosevelt Watkins who he 
believes is working closely with CPS officials 
in order to make sure that there is disruption 
caused around keeping open certain Chicago 
Public Schools.  Carter feels that Rev: Watkins 
and many other black leaders are behind the 
conspiracy in order to receive pay. Carter adds 
“There is a backdoor initiative put in place 
where local leaders throughout the city of 
Chicago are being paid to look the other way 
and not help resolve the problems within their 
own communities---the only way to resolve 

this problem is simply by going against them 
to allow them to see things our way and if they 
can’t see things our way we must organize 
as a people and get rid of them---this type of 
leadership must be exposed.” 

Some of Crane’s alumni stood up to speak.  
One young lady said that she graduated from 
Crane, attended DePaul University and she is 
currently in law school at DePaul in order to 
give a good example of a product of Crane, 
where another young lady who attended Crane 
said that she agrees with the close because 
the school has failed the community and the 
youth that attend the school.  According to 
CPS officials the school has been on academic 
probation for 10 years.  Parents and people 
from the community want to know how CPS 
officials could stand on the side lines and allow 
for a school to be on probation so long and not 
come in to assist with the proper resources.  
One parent said that the process of help and 
renovation did not come about until CPS 
officials announced the close of the school.

Crane from front page

Protesters againstthe closing of Crane High School. Photo by Tali Bakhit

2008 campaign. "I figure if he gets a 
second term, our community would see 
the benefits of it."

Curiosity led University of Illinois 
at Chicago (UIC) students, Nitin Garg 
and Geethi Abraham, to the event. The 
graduate students were too young to 
vote for Obama in 2008. They came 
to learn more about Obama. They like 
what they’ve seen of his presidency so 
far. 

"People have told me … that he is all about bipartisanship," 
Garg said. "He doesn’t want to pick sides. He just wants everyone 
to get along. That’s one thing I like about him."

A small contingent of the Occupy Chicago Movement protested 
outside the event before the president arrived. On bullhorns, they 
vented their frustration with big banks’ impunity in the nation’s 
foreclosure crisis as well as students graduating college with 
mounting debt and no jobs.

"As much hope people had in Obama, he is just the person at the 
top of the system," said Jason Williams, a UIC student. "We need to 
do something about the system as a whole to make sure that things 
like war, homelessness, poverty and hunger are erased from this 
planet. …Change comes from the streets, not solely the politicians."

Obama from page 4

or (773) 517-2474Congressman Danny K. Davis and Tumia 
Romero(left).

Recording artist Janelle Monae’ performs 
at President Obama’s fundraiser
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*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****

THE IRON LADY (***) Meryl Streep returns 
to her chameleon role transformation in another 
possible Oscar worthy nomination in this uneven 
but interesting screen biography on the life 
of England’s controversial first female Prime 
Minister, Margaret Thatcher.
          The film opens around Thatcher’s declining 
health through her mental lapses from dementia. 
In which this movie takes some license with the 
aging and former prime minister drifts in and out 
of mixing her past with the present. 
           Living past her glory years inserted through 
the film, an unsupervised Thatcher goes to the 
market to purchase some milk and manages to 
return home on her own. She lives in isolation in 
a mansion with servants and aides who attend to 
her needs and go along with her condition that is 
first pinpointed by her devotion to late husband, 
Denis (Jim Broadbent) whom she talks and 
envisions throughout the house who died years 
before from cancer. Along with other modern day 
references that triggers her past. Some that has 
some timely coincident to the present discord in 
our society.
           Clearly, Ms. Thatcher’s health problems 
might be considered one of the film’s main 
warts that some might feel is being unjustly to 
overshadow what a gender trailblazer she was 
in a male dominated government. But nothing 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

could further from this, while telling 
her story through certain key events 
and historical notes; it re-affirms the 
sacrifices she made toward her legacy.
            During a book signing, she 
accidentally signs her real last name 
“Roberts” to her autobiography that 
triggers her teenage memory of the 
WWII bombings in Europe. Later at 
aristocratic dinner gathering, young 
Margaret expresses her viewpoints that 
later sparkles her into her first election 
attempt in 1950 that she lost. 
            Until she wins a seat in the 
Parliament in 1959, being the first 

woman elected into a male dominated Parliament 
as education secretary. Margaret continues her 
fight for fairness that ultimately declares during 
a driving test to run for Prime Minister that was 
partially successful though the image makeover 
done through her aide, Harry Nels who is later 
killed in an IRA car bombing.
            One of several bombing recalled including 
one that almost got her and her husband, Denis 
(Jim Broadbent) in their home. When the public 
was in great discord over how she was restoring 
the health of the British economy.
            But the film also shows like a great fighter, 
sometimes one can be in the ring too long. As for 
the good Ms. Hatcher achieved under her reign. 
She also over stayed her welcome and positive 
accomplishments. 
        In particular, when England suffered their 
own recession era. The film chronicles how 
much her action not only when against her own 
committee men in the Parliament.
           But these decisions made by Ms. Thatcher 
were not without comparison to our current “do 
nothing to make Obama look good” Republicans. 
           Through how Ms. Thatcher wanted to tax 
more on the poor, but not on the rich. This is the 
strongest identification this film will have with 
us stateside moviegoers. But there is flip side that 
is characterized in the film when Ms. Hatcher 

sends her UK troops to 
protect the Falkland and 
is visited by U.S. diplomat 
Alexander Haig who 
didn’t want to give the US 
support she was seeking in 
this war against terrorism. 
She in turn akin her war 
to Pearl Harbor and how 
the US defeated Hawaii 
against the Japanese.
             There are times 
throughout the film a 
reference is made to her 
favorite movie, “The King and I” especially Yul 
Brynner’s commanding King of Siam role that 
she equated to herself and her reign. 
            Still there is no denying the contributions 
she made and barriers she broke that is clearly 
indicated by her passion and determination that 
vividly brought to life through Ms Streep’s dead-
on vocal impression and mannerisms that returns 
Ms. Streep to the kind of chameleon role she can 
get lost in through this interesting biography. PG-
13; 105min. A Weinstein Company Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters            
JOYFUL NOISE (**1/2) “Joyful Noise” 
seems to be a movie that can only achieves half 
its harmony But when the music stops. The 
participants here are left to the mercy of this 
bloated and trite script.  Where the new and old 
gospel chorus musical numbers are infectious 
enough to cause a “sing-sation in theaters.
           But not to sound sacrilegious against 
this “spirited” film. But when the human drama 
occurs, the film seems to limp along though the 
clichés and tries to tie  the turmoil within the 
characters here into a neat and tidy conclusion 
that doesn’t leave one with a smile on their face 
as much as the musical numbers do.
          Rich woman G.G. Sparrow (Dolly Parton 
in her first screen role in twenty years!) and poor, 
working class nurse and single parent, Vi Rose 
Hill (Queen Latifah) only find their harmony 
performing in their small Georgia town church 
choir. From this point, they aren’t in harmony 
when they become “feuding sistas” over the 
choir’s musical direction.  When during the 
chorus competition finals, their choir director 
and G.G.’s husband, Bernard (a briefly seen Kris 
Kristofferson) dies soon after suffering a stroke 
on stage.
           Pastor Dale (Courtney B. Vance) and his 
committee offer the post to Vi Rose Hill whose 
strict convictions follows their “traditional” 
stanza toward gospel music. And not to sassy 
G.G. who feels their chorus needs to be more 
progressive to achieve more than reach the finals 
after numerous losses to their unconventional 
Detroit choir rival led by a jubilant director, real 
life gospel singer-songwriter, Kirk Franklin
           Even more so, Latifah’s character represents 
the conservative Christian values against an ever 
changing world But making matters worse is the 
return of the town’s prodigal son, G.G.’s former 
“bad boy” god-son, Randy Garrity (played by ex 
New Kids on the Block member, Jeremy Jordan) 
who happens to be this talented, progressive 
singer musician who shows his romantic interest 
in choir member and Vi Rose’s held - down 
daughter, Olivia Hill (played by Harvey Ill.-
born Keke Palmer who has grown up rather well 
since her debut in 2006’s “Akeelah and the Bee”) 
whose not going to tolerate this because of his 
past reputation and relationship to G.G.
         Randy sings and charms his way into 
Olivia’s heart while genuinely taking some time 
to help her Asperger syndrome brother, Walter 
(Dexter Darden) find acceptance within himself 
and his array of “one hit song wonders” that is bit 
ridiculous to take.
         But when Randy takes Olivia without her 
mother’s permission to drive up to the military 
base to find her absentee father (Jessie L. Martin) 
and learning the letters the children received 
were written by their mother.
         This leads to an ultimate mother/daughter 
clash, in which Latifah’s eventual parental smack 
down on her rebelling daughter comes off more 
like one of those 1970’s Afterschool Specials. 
Even harder to believe in, is how this movie 
continues to take on more than it  can relatively 
handle for its humor and drama and  resolved 
with honesty and creditability in the between the 
musical numbers .

         But “Joyful Noise” also suffers in part, 
to feeling familiar in actions and attitude that 
we’ve seen before in the 2003 Cuba Gooding 
Jr. / Beyonce Knowles film, “The Fighting 
Temptations”.  “Joyful Noise” lives up to its title 
in song and energy, but when its talks, the film 
gets stuck in purgatory.   
PG; 118min. A Warner Bros. Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters
CONTRABAND (**1/2) Mark Wahlberg 
emphasis his tough guy exterior with a moral and 
protective concern toward family in this action 
crime thriller set in New Orleans. He plays Chris 
Farraday, an ex smuggler whose quit the life to 
go legit raising his family and operating his home 
security business. 
         When Chris and his wife (Kate Beckinsale) 
attending a wedding receives an urgent phone 
call that the brother in law, Andy(Celeb Landry 
Jones) has been hospitalized after being beaten 
up by local drug lord, Tim Briggs (Giovanni 
Ribisi) for being forced to dump a large illegal 
drug supply at sea when chased by the authorities.
           Now Andy must pay back the lost drugs 
in cash that forces Chris out of retirement against 
his wife’s wishes. But it’s the only way to protect 
Andy and prevent retaliation on his wife and 
children. 
         Chris enlists aid from his best friend, 
Sebastian Abney (Ben Foster) to ensemble his 
crew get him on the shipping boat that once was 
command by his now jailed father and smuggler 
(William Lucking) that been taken over by a 
crooked captain (JK Simmons) that is head 
toward the Panama Canal.
        Where Chris has a contact willing to let 
him smuggle $15 million in counterfeit money. 
Naturally things become complicated when 
involving desperate criminals, corrupt officials, 
high stakes and bigger payoffs.
          Chris keeps in contact by phone with 
his wife whose been attack in their house by 
Briggs and his men. Sebastian offers Kate and 
the children safe haven at his condo. 
         Meanwhile, Briggs intervenes with a 
phone call to Andy threatening to kill his sister 
and Chris’ kids if he doesn’t bring back a drug 
shipment. 
       While Chris discovers the money is printed 
on the right paper grade. So he has to seek out his 
contact’s crazy boss, Gonzalo (Diego Luna) who 
only agrees to help if he joins in a heist job that 
goes wrong during a shootout.
        As Chris has less than an hour before the 
boat leaves, He realizes Briggs has been tip off 
that leads to an altercation between Sebastian 
and Kate that causes her to hit her head and 
thought to be dead from the impact that he wraps 
the body in plastic and taken to his construction 
site to have cemented in the building foundation. 
Unless Chris can discover her whereabouts 
in time while physically dealing with his best 
friend.
        An American  remake to the 2008 foreign 
film, “Reykjavik –Rotterdam” is an involved 
and exciting action thriller that works its story 
well through the instincts and emotions that 
feels creditable to the story’s situation led solidly 
by Wahlberg’s performance.  R; 110min.  A 
Universal Pictures release – Presented at 
selected theaters           
CARNAGE (***) Exiled filmmaker Roman 
Polanski’s screen adaptation of the 2006 
Broadway play, “God of Carnage” is a modest 
satire comedy that chronicles the day in the life 
of two sets of parents who meet to discuss in a 
cordial discussion that goes sour over their two 
boys’ schoolyard fight that eventually breaks 
down into argument over parental difference ad 
personal revelations on the adults’ true feelings 

See Flicks page 7
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage greystone 
building, newly renovated 2 and 4 bdrm 
apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling fans and jacuzzi. 
Completely remodeled kitchen cabinets, 
counter tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent 
and sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.
APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

BEAUTIFUL APT FOR RENT If you 
are looking for a beautiful, spacious, clean, 
newly rehabbed 3 or 4 bedroom unit, this is 
it! They have ADT security system installed 
and are gated in the front and back. These 
units are in a beautiful brick 2 unit building 
and we are looking to rent them quickly. 
They are newly rehabbed with beautiful, 
roomy kitchens and spacious living rooms 
with attached dining rooms. The bedrooms 
and bathrooms are also very spacious. 
They boast brand new rear porches for 
your enjoyment. These apartments won’t 
last long so call me now at 773-934-3706! 
They are available immediately and are 
located on Flournoy near Sacramento Blvd. 
They are very close to I-290, blue and pink 
lines, police station, great elementary and 
high schools and shopping malls. They 
are also very close to the medical district 
and UIC.  For more details call me today 
at 773-934-3706 before they are all gone. 
Sec 8 welcome.

APT FOR RENT 7 Rm 3 bdrm. Recently 
decorated, huge backyard. $1000/mo plus 1 
month sec. Heat included. 5007 blk of West 
Washington Blvd.. Close to schools and 
transportation. For more information please 
contact 773/576-1011.

APT FOR RENT  Austin area, six rooms, 3 
bdrms, living/dining rm, $850 per month plus 
1 mo security, pay own utilities, near green 
line, call 773-287-3996 or 773-610-6332.

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

Exterminating business, 2 flat Building, 
plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. Current 
owner will work one year with new owner to 
keep present customer base happy. Call 312-
492-9090 for information.

$20     $30    $50

$40     $55    $85

2 BDRM APT FOR RENT  1439 S. St 
Louis. $700 perr month plus security. Tenant 
pays utilities. Call 773/960-3817.

You Need 

Customers

and Clients

We Need

You to 

Call us 
312 

492-9090

toward each other.
        The film opens over its credits that 
are shown while from a distance in the 
park, we observe a group of kids in the 
park. Where suddenly one boy attacks 
another boy with a tree branch. 
        From this incident, the film turns 
into a four people behavioral study that 
begins harmoniously over the wording 
of the incident on the computer that 
escalates into arguments over long 
dormant secrets within each couple.
       The film starts out on a civil tone 
with the parents gathered into attempt 
to understand what led to the children’s 
fight. From this the annoyance and 
light humor begin to grow from these 
couples’ reserved demeanor that 
breaks down between the adults  
        Snobbish. lawyer Christophe 
Waltz’s condescending tone and 
the continuous cell phone calls 
that he must take that disrupts the 
conversation. While his wife, (Kate 
Winslet) gets upset with him after 
she throws up sampling the other 
couple’s day old desert made by Jodie 
Foster who becomes annoyed by 
her husband’s (John  C. Reilly) easy 
going, agreeable nature.
        An entertaining bit of social 
insight with an open end conclusion 
that easily suggest the boys on 
the playground will workout their 
differences in the long run ,better 
than their adult counterparts  this 
interesting human exercise. R; 80min. 
A Sony Pictures Classics Release 
–  Presented at Landmark Century 
Cinema Centre (2828 North Clark 
St.) and AMC River East 21

Flicks from page 6

2 BDRM APT NEAR AUSTIN AREA FOR 
RENT  Newly remodeled kitchen including 
cabinets, counter tops and double stainless steel 
sink. Newly remodeled bathroom including 
toilet, vanity and ceramic flrs.Enclosed 
backporch, ceiling fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.
Near green line. Appliances available. Tenant 
pays utilities. Call Bob at 708/539-1730
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II


