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Cook County Commissioner 

Robert Steele (2nd) introduced 
resolutions to the County Board 
honoring the accomplishments of 
three African American Chicagoans. 
The three honorees have served 
their country and community with 
the utmost integrity, and represent 
the spirit of Black History Month. 

Being honored is Colonel 
Ronald F. Lewis, a decorated 
member of the United States Military 
who was promoted to the rank of 
Brigadier General last month. In his 
new position, Brigadier Lewis will 
serve as Senior Military Assistant 
to the Deputy Secretary of Defense. 

 steeLe sponsors three resoLutions to 
honor BLaCk history month

This promotion is the next step in 
what has been an exemplary military 
career. Lewis was commissioned 
as an Aviation Second Lieutenant 
in 1987 after graduating from the 
United States Military Academy at 
West Point. He served as Platoon 
Leader of the 8th Infantry Division 
in Northern Iraq, and in June 2003, 
Lewis assumed command of the 
1st Battalion and was deployed in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
II. Lewis’ awards and decorations 
include the Legion of Merit, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the 
Bronze Star Medal. 

Also being honored are the 

accomplishments of Ertharin 
Cousin, a native of Chicago’s 
North Lawndale community. 
Ertharin worked for the Clinton 
Administration for four years; 
she was the Deputy Chief of 
Staff for the Democratic National 
Committee, and was appointed to 
the Board for International Food 
and Agricultural Development in 
1997. Ertharin’s background in the 
retail food sector includes a stint as 
senior vice president for Albertsons 
Food, where she managed the 
company’s philanthropic activities. 
Ertharin also served as executive 
vice president and chief operating 
officer of Feeding America, 

the nation’s largest domestic 
hunger organization. She led the 
organization’s response to Hurricane 
Katrina, which distributed over 62 
million pounds of food across the 
Gulf Coast. After being nominated 
by President Obama to be U.S. 
Representative to the United Nations 
Agencies for Food and Agriculture, 
Ambassador Cousin was sworn 
in on Aug. 17, 2009. Then last 
month, Ambassador Cousin was 
appointed by the U.N. to lead the 
World Food Program, the world’s 
largest humanitarian organization 
addressing hunger worldwide. 

The memory of community 

Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele, Ms. Wanda Lewis (sister), Mr. 
Richard Lewis (father), Mrs. Emma Lewis (mother) and Cook County Board 
President Toni Preckwinkle.

Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele, Cook County Commissioner Earlean 
Collins, Cook County Board President Bobbie L. Steele (retired), Zina C. Riley 
(sister), Yuvette Cousin (sister), Ann Cousin (mother), Maurice Cousin (son) and 
Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle

See Honors page 7

Apology Given to 
Montrelle Reese 

from Thyssen 
Company After 

Racial Allegations
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North Lawndale Employment Network Hosts
Their Seventh Annual Sweet Beginnings Tea

Calvain Crayton

Joseph Jones, Raymond Irizarry, Brenda Palms Barber Brenda Palms Barber, CDA Commissioner Rosie Andolino, 
and keynote speaker Dr. Gail Christopher

2011 Creating a Community That Works Awardee, Jim Mabie, 
NLEN Exec Dir. Brenda Palms Barber, and Cook County 
Commissioner  Robert Steele

The North Lawndale Employment 
Network’s (NLEN) Seventh Annual 
Sweet Beginnings Tea was held 
Feburary 7th at the Ritz- Carlton 
Hotel. The Master of Ceremonies 
was ABC’s Hosea Sanders. The 
keynote speaker was Dr. Gail 
Christopher, vice president for 

program strategy at W.K.Kellogg 
Foundation in Battlecreek , Michigan. 
Attendance at the Sweet Beginnings 
Tea has grown each year as 
more corporations, foundations, 
educational institutions, non-profit 
organizations, and friends come 
together to support and uplift the work 

that NLEN and Sweet Beginnings 
continue to do in workforce 
development, urban agriculture, 
and green economics.  Some of 
this year’s lead sponsors included 
Clear Channel, Allstate, Fifth Third 
Bank, Jim & Kay Mabie, William 
Blair & Company, E.On Climate 

Renewables, HSBC, Hewitt, Chase, 
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, 
Boeing, and Country Financial. 
Nicole Johnson-Scales, Sweet Tea 
Committee Chairman explained 
how every dollar given brings seven 
dollars in social returns. Dr. Michael 
McAfee, President informed us of 

the 4 percent recidivism of  rate and 
Brenda Palms-Barber, Executive 
Director of NLEN and CEO 0f 
Sweet Beginnings,LLC stated,  “It 
is more than a 2nd chance, but 
sometimes a 3rd and 4th chance 
because sometimes we do get 

See Tea page 3
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
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Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
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Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Fred Little
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
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Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 

$140.00 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date February 16, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

Lose Weight! Gain Energy!
Scientifically Based Nutritional Programs 

For
Weight Management, Stress Relief, Energy 

Increase

Call (773) 885-0037 for a FREE Consultation
or

www.lifechanging.herbalhub.com
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All Janise Collins can do is wait. She’s 
researched the highest performing schools 
close to her Austin home, attended the New 
Schools EXPO, and submitted applications to 
schools in six charter networks: CICS, Noble 
Street, North Lawndale, and Perspectives for 
her daughter who’ll be entering high school; 
Catalyst and LEARN for her first-grader. 

From here, Lady Luck steps in. Whether 
Ms. Collins’ daughters are admitted to charter 
schools next fall depends a lot on chance. 
State laws require charter schools with more 
applications than seats to select students by 
lottery, providing every student an equal 
chance in a random drawing.  

Many parents say the lottery isn’t the 
problem. It’s the shortage of good schools in 
the city.

“I don’t like the lottery, but I understand 
why it exists,” said Ms. Collins. “If they 
eliminated the lottery tomorrow, we’d be first 
in line, screaming ‘Let us in!’” 

The demand for quality schools is 
significantly higher than the supply. Latest 
figures show that 19,000 students are on 
waiting lists for charter schools—almost three 
for every seat.

For many parents, such as Ms. Collins, 
this is the first time they have attempted to 
navigate the charter enrollment process. Some 
quality schools don’t have room, while other 
quality schools do, but parents aren’t aware of 
them. 

Another challenge they face is keeping 
track of application deadlines; each charter 
school sets its own. Deadlines for most charter 
high schools have passed, and elementary 
school deadlines are fast approaching. The 
process becomes more challenging if parents 
are applying to more than one school to 
improve their chances of winning at least one 

lottery.
“We applied to every charter high school 

on the West Side!” said Ricky James, whose 
daughter will be graduating eighth grade in the 
spring. “I want her to get a quality education.”

Mr. James and Ms. Collins are among the 
first to have access to a new resource called 
“Increase Your Odds.” It was developed by 
New Schools for Chicago, co-sponsor of the 
New Schools EXPO, in response to parents’ 
overwhelming demand for help as they tried 
to find open seats for their children in charter 
schools. New Schools for Chicago staff and 
parent volunteers who are familiar with the 
charter school enrollment process help parents 
locate available seats and identify which 
schools are the best fit for them and their 
children. They also send reminders so parents 
won’t miss important application deadlines. 

Similar resources are available through 
private consultants and companies, but 
parents are charged a fee. “You shouldn’t have 
to pay extra to find a quality public school,” 
said New Schools for Chicago President and 
CEO Phyllis Lockett. “Families at highest 
risk often have the least access to services that 
increase the odds of their children succeeding. 
‘Increase Your Odds’ aims to level the playing 
field.”

Parents can tap into the “Increase Your 
Odds” resource by calling 773-4-SCHOOLS 
or online at: newschoolsNOW.org.ABOUT 
NEW SCHOOLS FOR CHICAGO

We believe every student in Chicago 
deserves a quality education.  Our mission is 
to radically improve outcomes for children by 
shaking up the public education system. We do 
that by focusing on three areas: bringing top-
performing charter schools to communities of 
high need, demanding accountability from all 
school models, and promoting school choice.

west side parents Bet on 
Charter sChooL Lotteries

Outreach Worker Teaches 
the Importance of Love and 
Understanding to the Youth 

Dana Rettig 
According to Google, 435 homicides 

were committed in the city due to youth 
violence in 2010.  In 2012, Red Eye 
Chicago Newsweekly has reported that 
thirty five homicides were committed 
during the New Year as a way of trying 
to survive the harsh reality of poverty 
in addition to lashing out anger towards 
others.  With unemployment rates 
increasing every year, hope no longer 
exists in the heart and soul of those 
who once believed in the importance 
in addition to the essence of love and 
understanding towards mankind.  With 
violence as well as lack of resources 
being the main cause of destroyed 
homes and communities, it seems as if 
carnage will not cease anytime soon- 
unless someone step up to the plate and 
eliminate the unnecessary cruelty. 

In this case, Orr High School 
outreach worker, Joshua Brooks has 
done more than his fair share of teaching 
the troubled youth the significance of 
love and compassion towards society in 
addition to other life topics that will help 
students become tolerant, productive 
citizens. In a recent interview with 
North Lawndale Community News, 
Joshua Brooks talks about what inspired 
him to become an outreach worker, the 
definition of neo-racism, and other things 
that drive people to create destruction 
amongst the community. 

NLCN:    Where are you from and 
how old are you?

JB: I was born and raised from the 
West Side of Chicago. I am 30 years old.

NLCN: What inspired you to become 
an outreach worker and how long have 
you been an outreach worker? 

JB: God inspired me to continue my 
destination as an outreach worker.  I’ve 
been an outreach worker with CeaseFire 
since September 2009. My family used to 
have a gas station in K-town on the West 
side of Chicago.  During those days, most 
of our customers were young guys who 
made a habit of making bad decisions.  
A few of them admired what I was 
doing as far as inspiring the community 
towards positivity.  I established a good 
relationship with some of the guys in the 
community and I noticed how much I had 
influenced them to turn their lives around.  
Hence, when I heard about the opportunity 
to work for [CeaseFire] as an outreach 
worker, I jumped at the opportunity and 
the rest was history. 

NCLN: What is neo-racism and 
how can the youth stop racism from 
eliminating the communities? 

JB: Neo- racism is the ugly 
oppression that the inner-city youth face 
within themselves in addition to the 
dishonesty of the justice system. Their 

See Love page 6
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North Lawndale History
presented By the north LawndaLe 
historiCaL and CuLturaL soCiety

 and the North Lawndale Community News

1. In the 1960s, African American residents of North Lawndale 
organized the Contract Buyers League, demanding and 
winning compensation from landlords who had exploited 
them through contract selling

2. The famous blues, R&B, and Jazz singer Dinah Washington 
purchased 1518 S Trumbull for her mother

3. Once lined with auto dealerships selling every make and 
model, Ogden Ave is runs through North Lawndale as 
part of Historic Route 66 traveling all the way to Southern 
California

4. The area known as K-Town bounded by Cullerton, Pulaski, 
Cermak, and Kostner, is a designated National Historic 
Landmark District

5. The historic Greystone residential building type is more 
common in North Lawndale than in any other Chicago 
neighborhood

6. North Lawndale resident Michael Scott Sr. was the only 
African American to serve twice as Chicago Board of 
Education President

7. Originally the Anshe Knesses Israel synagogue, the 
monumental Shepherd’s Temple, located at Douglas Blvd 
and Homan Ave, is currently slated for demolition

hard headed.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel issued a 
Proclamation proclaiming  February 7,2012 
Sweet Beginnings Day  in Chicago. In 2010, 
the W.K.Kellogg Foundation launched 
the healing America initiative to support 
programs that promote racial healing and 
address inequity with the goal to ensure that 
all children in America have an equitable 
and promising future. Dr. Christopher 
serves as the architect and leader of this 5 
year program, a 75 million dollar initiative 
that focuses on bring healing to divided 
communities and bridging racial gaps in 
education, health, economic success, the 
media, and other areas. Among NLEN's 
flagship projects, NLEN's U-Turn Permitted 
program which trains men and women with 

records of criminal conviction, the necessary 
skills to enter and advance in the world of 
work. UTP participants learn skills, habits, 
attitudes and values that spell success on 
the job and in daily life. It focuses on the 
habits of thought that often set the course 
for self-destructive and anti-social behavior. 
NLEN.s U-Turn Permitted program is 
proud to be a three year, American Healing 
grantee.
As I looked out the window of the 12th floor 
of The Ritz Carlton and I was learning of all 
the accolades of NLEN I thought about a day 
a few years ago when I walked into a bldg 
at 3726 w Flournoy  and Pauline Sylvian 
Center for working families, Program 
Manager immediately gave me instructions 
about the resource center and I was allowed 
to use phones and computers in my job 

Tea from front page

See Tea page 4
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Apology Given to Montrelle Reese from ThyssenKrupp Company After Racial Allegations

Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele  along with Reverend Jesse Jackson and other members of 
the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, met with company executives at their Lombard offices. (photo by John 
Alexander)

Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele speaking during the news conference with ThyssenKrupp 
Company (photo by John Alexander)Montrelle Reese speaks during the interview where he receives a formal apology from his former 

employees ThyssenKrupp after he made allegations of racially offensive behavior from them. (Photo 
by John Alexander)

Reverend jesse Jackson speaks during the news conference stating “change must take place 
immediately for it to, in fact, be impactful.” (photo by John Alexander)
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1568 S. Kedzie Ave.
Chicago, IL 60623

(773) 277-0995 Telephone

CHICKEN & FISH
3  WINGS……......…………$2.50  20 WINGS………….$13.50
6  WINGS……….........……$5.00      50 WINGS…….......$30.00 
10 WINGS……………………$7.25  100 WINGS....…….$50.00

CHICKEN DINNERS
½ CHICKEN............……………………………..........….............……...$7.50 
                                                     SMALL                                      LARGE 
CHICKEN GIZZARD………...…….$5.00……...........…............…....$7.00 
CHICKEN LIVER……………….……$5.00……..........…..…...............$6.50

SIDES
FRIES...........…........................$1.25.......................................$3.00 
MACARONI SALAD, COLE SLAW or SLICE OF CAKE…..............$2.50 

KID’S MENU SERVED W/FRIES
DRUMSTICK, CHICKEN NUGGETS or PIZZA PUFF..............….$2.50 
CHEESE STICKS (5) or  CHICKEN TENDERS 2PC……............….$3.00 

     CHICKEN TENDERS   4PC….$5.25 7PC.…............………$7.50
       FISH DINNERS       SMALL                        LARGE 

CATFISH FILLET or PERCH……....…$7.50..................……...$9.50 
CATFISH NUGGET………..……...…..$5.50...……...................$7.50 
12 PC CATFISH FILLET or 12 PC PERCH.…………......………$25.00 

                                                       ½ LB            1 LB  
SHRIMP……………………….………..$8.50………$16.00
JUMBO SHRIMP…………….….….$12.00…..…$22.00 

COMBOS SERVED W/FRIES & SODA 
CATFISH/WING or PERCH/WING……………..$7.50 

CHICKEN GIZZARD/WING or CHICKEN LIVER/WING..$6.00  
Hours of Operation

Sunday,  Tuesday, Wednesday  and Thursday 12pm – 11pm 
Monday – Closed,  Friday & Saturday 11am - 2am

DELIVERY AVAILABLE TO BUSINESSES ONLY  
$20 Minimum Purchase + Delivery Charge

CALL TO PLACE YOUR ORDER  
(773)277-0995

Applicable taxes will be applied to all orders. We reserve the 
right to correct printing errors and change prices.

All of our catfish is farm raised & U.S.D.A inspected. All of our 
fish is cooked with 100% pure vegetable oil.

search and Coreeta Rivers, U-Turn 
Permitted Program manager, 
helping me even though I was not 
in her program and Victoria Spires 
Operations Manager taking time to 
help me with a flier when I became 
self employed and everyone inside 
what I referred to then as one of the 
best kept secrets on the Westside I 
was being helped to set and reach 
goals. Brenda palms Barber would 
walk in the door and no matter 
how busy she was she always had 
time to speak. When the Queen 

Policy from front pagePolicy from front pagePolicy from front page

Policy from front page

of Sheba met King Solomon 
she stated that everyone around 
including his servants were happy 
and the success of NLEN has to 
be directly to the fact That Brenda 
Palms Barber Is a God fearing 
Woman whose staff along with her 
cares about every individual who 
walks through their door. No one 
told me that, I just happened to 
walk through those doors myself.
NLEN, a nonprofit organization 
helps to improve earnings potential 
and create pathways to self-

sufficiency through innovative 
employment initiatives that 
lead to economic advancement 
and improved quality of life. 
As a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of NLEN, Sweet Beginnings, 
LLC offers full time transitional 
employment for formerly 
incarcerated individuals and 
others with significant barriers 
to employment through the 
production and sale of BeeLove 
all-natural honey and honey-
infused skin care products.



  Visit us on our website at www.nlcn.org for more articles, photos, information and more.

Domestic violence and emotional 
abuse are behaviors used by one 
person in a relationship to control the 
other.

Domestic violence or any 
violence is frowned upon by many 
people. Some people don’t report the 
abuse when they have been hurt by a 
partner because they think that it was 
a one time thing and won’t happen 
again. 

That’s where people are wrong. 
The abuse always continues if the 
victim doesn’t speak out. After 
being assaulted by her husband, 
Gwendolyn Chubb tried to cope and 
said to herself, “this will never happen 
again.” Chubb began to believe that 
she did something wrong. But today 
she knows the beatings were not her 
fault.

Chubb is the CEO of Justus for 
Justice Ministry, an organization that 
fights to get court recordings in family 
court. They do this because almost 
every other type of court has a court 
recorder in them, except family court.

Chubb is a domestic violence 
survivor. She was married to her 
husband from 2001-2009. Chubb 
thought she had married the man of 
her dreams. Chubb was independent 
for a long time in her life. She went to 
school full time and worked full time. 

Then she met her future husband. 
To her, it was like a fairy tale. He came 
and swept her off her feet. He told her 
she didn’t have to work and that he 
would take care of her. They dated for 
a while and then they got married. 

The marriage was solid for a few 

years. They had two kids, and Chubb 
thought they would live happily ever 
after, but it didn’t work out that way. 
Things changed in 2005. The abuse 
started off verbally when he called her 
names in front of their kids. 

Then, after the verbal abuse, he 
escaladed to physical abuse. When 
he first struck her, she was shocked 
and she tried to cope with it. Chubb 
thought that she did something wrong. 
Chubb’s husband was sorry for the 
moment, but then he tried buying 
his way out of the situation, and it 
worked. She came back to him, but the 
abuse kept happening over and over 
again. She kept convincing herself that 
it would be alright and it would never 
happen again. 

Soon, it dawned on Chubb why 
her husband kept assaulting her. 

Chubb realized that he only hit her 
to have control over her. She tried to 
go back to being independent, but he 
wouldn’t let her. She tried to get a job 
and once again he would hit her. 

That’s when the “last straw” 
moment happened. During an 
argument, Chubb’s husband struck her 
in front of her daughter. The daughter 
called the police. But Chubb still 
didn’t have him arrested even though 
he was beating her. 

She was in denial. They tried a 
marriage counselor, but that didn’t 
work. Finally in 2008, Chubb took a 
good look in the mirror and she said 
“the marriage wasn’t meant to be.”

She packed up her and her 
children’s things and tried to leave. 

ONE WOMAN’S FIGHT AGAINST 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Redale King

R o s w e l l 
B. Mason 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School, 1830 S. 
Keeler Ave. had 

their first ever science fair. The 
science fair included kids from the 
sixth, seventh and eighth grades. 
Each grade had first, second and 
third place winners. 

There were judges from a 
lot of different organizations, 
including Mason’s former assistant 
principal, Dr. Anna Chambers. The 
students’ boards were judged on 
bright colors, coordinated colors, 
neatness and creativity. 

Nikita Horn, the coordinator 
of the science fair, said “Creativity 
is key.” The entire board was not 
due all at once. The students had 
to complete their boards over a two 
month time period. Each section of 
the board had a deadline. 

One of the second place 
winners, Deontae Ross, is in eighth 
grade. The judges believed that 
his project was creative, colorful, 
included great information and was 
well put together. 

Other winners included first 
place winners, Hannah Harris 
(eighth grade), Lewis Bradley 
(sixth grade) and Christina Curtis 
(seventh grade).

Isaac Lewis, publisher 
and founder of North Lawndale 
Community News Newspaper, 

rosweLL B. mason hoLds 
inauGuraL sCienCe Fair

Tonia Thomas was a judge at the science fair.  
Each judge was given a packet 
that helped them to be fair and 
determine how much time to spend 
on judging each board. 

Lewis judged for two days, 
and on the first day, he judged 
four different boards. One of the 
boards, he recalled, had “Christmas 
designs and (the student) was very 
articulate while she was speaking.” 

He got a chance to talk to 
young people about their science 
projects, and why they chose their 
topics. He enjoyed the way they 
spoke up, used eye-to-eye contact 
and the way they dressed. He said it 
was “nice seeing them introducing 
their projects.” He got a chance to 
see lots of projects and got a chance 
to see the real world of science.

When it came to coordinating 
the entire science fair, Horn was the 
mastermind behind it all. Antonio 
Thigpen also helped to make the 
set up look even better. 

The judges were given the 
opportunity to impact the lives of 
young people around them. The key 
to being a judge is to interact with 
the students in a friendly manner, 
treat all contestants fair and try not 
to intimidate the students. 

Just a reminder to anyone who 
might be interested in judging at 
next year’s science fair or assist 
student with their boards, Horn 
is looking for volunteers. For 
more information contact Mason 
Elementary School at 773-534-
1530. 

Extended school days seem to 
be the talk of the year. Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel wants to extend the school 
day for all Chicago Public Schools 
students. Emanuel wants to give 
elementary school students 60 more 
minutes of class time and high school 
students 35 minutes.

Emanuel said he would not want 
CPS children to do something he 
wouldn’t do himself referring to the 
extended school day policy. Emanuel 
hopes the extended school day policy 
would improve test scores and college 

readiness for CPS 
students. 

H o w e v e r 
some parents are 
skeptical of the 
extended school 
policy as well as 
some students. 
Cadet Camillo 
Simmons, a 

student at Marine Military Math and 
Science Academy, does not believe in 
extending the school day. 

Simmons, 16, said that he 
is against extended school days 
because he feels that the dropout rate 
will increase do to arrogance and 
stubbornness of the students in this 
new generation today.

But Cadet Andrew Flores, who 
also attends Marine Math and Science 
Academy, seems to think that the 
extended school day is a good idea. 
He said it would increase the intellect 

reaCtions mixed on extended 
sChooL day poLiCy For students

Cornell L. BrownYouth violence devastates many 
families and homes. There are many 
officials looking to stop these violent acts 
of death. President Barack Obama, who 
was determined to change the community 
before his election as president, is among 
them. With the life expectancy rate for 
Black males slowly diminishing and 
the death toll rising by 2013, males, in 
general, will be the most killed group in 
history.

According to www.healthstate.
mn.us, most of the ways to prevent 
violence is becoming more effective, but 
there is more that could be done. These 
include promoting a safe and supportive 
home environment, organizing the 
community to reduce risks and increase 
protective factors, and work with schools 
to proactively prevent violence. 

The website said that these methods 
are going to be very helpful in future 
battles to fight youth violence in many 
parts of the world. The place where these 
methods are most needed is the United 
States because of the gang activity in the 
country.

 According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s 
website, U.S. emergency rooms treated 
650,000 physical assault injuries in young 

Ways to Prevent Youth Violence
Tavares Johnson

people age 10 to 24 in 2008. Additionally, 
5,764 young people ages 10 to 24 were 
murdered, an average of 16 per day in 
2007, and an estimated 20 percent of high 
school students reported being bullied on 
school property in 2009.

Other plans for youth violence 
prevention include talking to youth, and if 
that doesn’t work, youth must be shown 

what they are going to face when they 
commit violent acts or kill someone. If a 
person injures someone and gets caught 
up in the crime, charges are pressed 
against them and they are headed for jail.

Lastly, if violence is to ever be 
prevented, people have to start at the root 
of the problem. If teens join a gang and 

A Chicago Asian boy that was beaten by seven teens. The 17-year-old boy also 
had his shoes and wallet  taken

See Violence page 2 See Policy page 3

Gwendolyn Chubb, a victim of domestic violence, speaks about her experience.

See Violence page 2
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According to Pregnant Teen Help, a 
website that gives options for preventing 
teen pregnancy, “every year around 750,000 
teenagers will get pregnant.”

Charlene, not her real name, is one of 
them.

 Charlene, 16, a student at Alraby High 
School, said that she was mad when she 
discovered she was pregnant. Charlene, who 
is eight months pregnant, said that she was 
upset because she was not prepared to have 
a baby. 

Her anger was compounded by the little 
support she got from her family.

“My mom was disappointed in me,” 
Charlene said. However, she said some 
family members did support her. 

When questioned about getting an 
abortion, Charlene stated that she thought 
about it because “it was an easy way out.” 

Although she decided to have the baby, 
she’s optimistic about her future. Charlene 
plans to stay in school and get a part-time 
job to help raise the baby. 

“I’m thinking about it but I am not 
sure,” Charlene said, when asked about 
going to college.

Three days before her 18th birthday, 
Marquita Ware found out that she was 

Malik Thames, 14, a student of 
Marine Math and Science Academy, is 
no stranger to youth violence.

On September 2010, Thames and 
a friend were walking home when 
shots rang out. The two teens ran, but 
Thames’ friend fell to the ground. That 
is when Thames realized his friend had 
been shot. Thames said his best friend 
died in front of him.

“We were walking down the street 
and three cars road up and started 
shooting. I ran but unfortunately my 
friend got shot three times and when I 
came back he was dead.” 

Thames says youth violence 
shouldn’t happen but sometimes that’s 
how people get their anger out. He 
too wanted vengeance for his friend’s 
death.

“I was mad as f*** and I wanted 
to know who did it and why. I wanted 
revenge,” Thames said.

Thames experience with youth 
violence is not unusual.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDCP), homicide is the second 
leading cause of death among youth 
aged 10-24 years in the United States. 

Violence is also a major cause of 
nonfatal injuries among youth. In 2009, 
a total of 650,843 young people aged 
10–24 years were treated in emergency 
departments for nonfatal injuries 
sustained from assaults, according to 
the CDCP.

Thames said when he looks back 
on it today he feels that it was stupid 
and really irrelevant. 

Mr. Singleton, who works security 
at Marine Math and Science Academy, 
is also no stranger to youth violence.

During Mr. Singleton’s teen years, 
one of his friends got jumped on by 
a group of boys. Singleton said the 
group of boys didn’t even know why 
they were jumping on his friend and 
he thinks it was a case of mistaken 
identity.

Singleton said he was very angry, 
and he also wanted revenge, but 
unfortunately he had positive people 
in his life that lead him in the right 
direction.

Singleton looks back on it today 
and feel that it was stupid, irrelevant 
and just doesn’t make any sense.

According to the Chicago Police 
Department’s Crime Summary 
statistics, 66.0 percent of the murders 
were gang related.

Hermie Sierra, 14, a student of 
Marine Math and Science also had an 
experience with youth violence. Sierra 
said that’s how some kids express 
their anger but he says it’s definitely a 
negative way to cope.

Sierra said he witnessed a kid 
getting hit in the head with a pipe. He 
said the kid became unconscious. He 
also said that he felt sorry for the kid’s 
family.

Sierra looks back on it till today 
and says it doesn’t affect him and he 
try not to think about it.

According to the  site 
NewAmerica.net, in recent 
years America has took a 
huge hit in employment. 
Now it has gotten even 

worse -- one in every four people under 25 
are unemployed. 

Dwayne Gibson, a student at Mason 
Community Links High School, 1830 S. 
Keeler, is among the unemployed.  Gibson 
said that he’s not employed because most 
jobs require a high school diploma. Gibson 
is only 17 years old and has not graduated 
high school yet. Gibson wanted to work for 
the summer but could not find a summer job.

 Fellow Mason Community Links High 
School student, Rameshia Garmon, 16, also 
found it difficult to find a summer job. She 
said that most jobs today want teens to be at 
least 18 years of age before they start work. 
That means it just became a little harder 
for all of the kids who are hoping to get a 
summer job at the age of 16, Garmon said.

The unemployment rate of people 
between the ages of 16 and 24 is at its 
highest, according to NewAmerica.net. 
Additionally, the website found that about 

Many people believe 
that drugs—such as weed, 
cocaine, etc.—are a big factor 
in today’s society. So let me 
ask you a question: are your 

children safe? 
I conducted a survey of teen drug use, 

asking them if they ever used drugs, how 
long they have been using drugs, and how 
does it affect their lives. The kids that were 
questioned were between the ages 14-18.

   A 15-year-old female student named 
Daisy from the block of 15th and Albany 
said she did take drugs. “I have been 
using since the age 13 and I been using 
marijuana.”

 My 17-year-old cousin named Devon 
(a.k.a. Boo-man) told me that he has been 
using drugs since he was 12 years old. 
He said, “I tried every drug you can think 
of.” He added “I started because I was in 
a gang and my friends kept harassing me 

YOUTH 
AND 

VIOLENCE
Sahyiah Jones

pregnant. Unlike most teens, Ware, was 
delighted to be having her first baby. 
Looking back on it, however, Ware who 
is now 32, says that she was “young and 
dumb.”

Ware also didn’t receive monetary 
support from her family or the baby`s father 
so she had to rely on public aid.

“I had to go to the aid office because 
I was living with my mother, who was on 
drugs,” said Ware, who never considered an 
abortion.

Ware was also concerned about 
supporting her baby. She didn’t think she 
could until she found out about public aid.

 According to Pregnant Teen Help, teen 
pregnancy costs the United States at least 
$7 billion annually. Billions of dollars are 
spent taking care of teenage mothers and 
their children, and they are more likely to 
be in the poverty bracket, the website said.

Even though raising a child was hard, 
Ware attended Truman College and now 
works for North Lawndale Community 
News. 

But other teens are not so lucky. 
According to TeenHelp.com, a website 
that helps teens with certain issues such as 
drug and alcohol abuse, by age 30, only 1.5 
percent of women who had pregnancies as 
teenagers have a college degree. The website 
also said that the daughters of teen mothers 
are 22 percent more likely than their peers to 
become teen mothers.

Teen pregnancies are not always 
expected but can be 100% prevented. 
Teenagers don’t usually think about the long 
term consequences of unprotected sex until 
the unthinkable happens. 

The Struggles of Teen Pregnancy
Shiara Jackson

Peer Pressure Often Leads To Teen Drug Abuse
Javon Allen

to do it, so I did.” 
According to the information gleaned 

from the survey and commentary from 
friends and family, people usually start with 
small drugs such as marijuana. I also learned 

that people start using between the ages of 
13 and 15. The survey also revealed that 
teens are peer pressured into using drug 
because of friends. 

81 million youth are unemployed as of this 
year.  

 A store manager at Caron’s department 
store in North Riverside mall offered advice 
to students seeking jobs. The manager said 
the best time to start looking for a job is 
around the holidays because clothing stores 
and other big name department stores in the 
mall need an extra help. 

TOUGH TIMES FOR YOUTH SEEKING JOBS
Sterling Jordan

start to commit crimes, they will end up 
dead or in jail.  If citizens start to destroy gangs, 
then they will definitely see a decrease in the 
male death toll, which is very high now. If people 
work hard enough, they should see an increase in 
male life expectancy.   

Violence from front page
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among students who actually want to learn. 
He added that any mind that wants to be molded 
will be and that it is a privilege to learn, not a 
choice. Two parents said that they support the 
extended school day. Sharron Warfield said that 
she was not entirely against the policy. She thinks 
it will keep kids off the streets. Carnell Brown 
said it would give kids more time in school to 
learn.

Policy from front page

That’s when her husband came in and 
saw what she was doing. He tried to talk her 
out of it, but it was too late. 

Chubb said her husband started begging, 
but her youngest child told his father that it 
was time for them to leave. 

A friend of Chubb’s offered her a place 
to stay. Chubb said she didn’t know how her 
friend knew she needed somewhere to stay, 
but she was glad that she did.

 Chubb fought to get a divorce, which 
was a four year process, but now she is 
fighting to get full custody of her kids.

Chubb has some words of wisdom for 
women and teens alike to prevent them from 
going through what she went through. She 
encouraged women to know the person that 
they are trying to get with.  She also advises 
that women don’t lose themselves in people 
they think they are in love with and never let 
that person feel that they have power over 
you.

Violence from front page

Judge Pamela Leeming Visits NLCN AfterSchool Matters Youth

NLCN News Literacy at Mason School

Judge Pamela Leeming takes photo with NLCN youth journalists and 
instructors after being interviewed by them.

Judge Pamela Leeming, the first Pakistani-American Judge in 
Illinois and the entire United States of America

NLCN youth take photo of Judge Pamela Leeming during 
interview

Judge Leeming and her Campaign Manager Prepares To 
Talk to Youth JournalistsJudge Leeming’s Campaign Manager Explains What It Takes 

to Run a Campaign
NL CN youth instructor LaRisa Lynch and 

NLCN youth and Publisher Isaac Lewis visit Priscy Production Youth Outreach Program for interview and writing workshop conducted by Isaac Lewis..

NLCN visit A few of Mason Community Links H.S. Students The counselor Adrien Valentin at Mason speaks to the students 
about journalism

Two senior students; Rameshia Garmon and Tonteanna Buford 
listen as the instructors explain the program.     
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NLCN Youth Interview Some of Chicago’s Finest

Students in North Lawndale Community News After School 
Matters journalism program interview community residents 
about programs to help retuning Iraq and Afghanistan veterans.

Students get an up close interview with some of Chicago’s finest: Ruby 
Wilkerson, Janet McKnight, and Wendy Pierson.

Janet McKnight (right) and Wendy Pierson (left) spoke to the NLCN 
youth about their careers.

nLCn youth Learn to BuiLd Computers

Computer expert Ronald Allen (right) teaches Tavares Johnson (left) how to construct a computer.

Tavares Johnson and Nakae Gresham are building new computers for one of the NLCN’s computer 
labs.

Tavares Johnson is building the insides of a computer.

NLCN YOUTH LEARN ABOUT SOCIAL MEDIA BLOGS

Tavares Johnson, one of the NLCN youth, constructs a computer.

Students get to learn the physics of Blogging and how to make 
Blog’s of their own, from Mr. Sy Bounds a former Blog specialist.

Students from the program get a close up powerpoint view of 
how to conduct blog’s of their own posted by Mr. Sy Bounds

And now the students and Mr. Bounds gather around for a 
memorable group picture to remember the good times.
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NLCN Youth at Creative’s Poetry and Dance Event

Students at North Lawndale Community News Journalism 
Program go to one of Chicago’s spiritual poetry slams.

LeOndrae Shepherd and Javon Allen from the North Lawndale 
Community News journalism program pose for a picture at the 
Cinemas movie theater on the day of the poetry slam.

Local youth participate in a dance battle at a poetry slam.

nLCn youth at BLaCk pearLs 
with BLaCk media event

Youth in North Lawndale Community News journalism program attend a Black media panel at 
Little Black Perl Workshop in the Hyde Park community.

hands on ChiCaGo GooGLe workshop

Students learning about Google during a 
workshop held at North Lawndale Community 
News journalism program.

Peter Anderson, of Hands on Chicago, conducts 
a Google workshop for students in After School 
Matters jounalism program at North Lawndale 
Community News office.

NLCN Youth Visits Lawndale Business and 
Local Development Corporation (LBLDC)

NLCN Youth interviewing Eric StricklandLBLDC Executive Director Eric Strickland

NLCN Youth Get Picture Perfect Information 
from Photographer John Alexander

John Alexander speaking to the young journalist in North Lawndale Community News office about 
the art of photography.

John  Alexander shows ASM students how to use digital SLR camera.
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Dreams
Jerome Kelly /A. k. A star

Age 16

My dream is to be a star. I believe 
that I can be a star.  

When I was younger, I always 
wanted to be on television where 
people could see my talents and I 

could show my skills.

Dreams
Erica Ballard, Age 15

Dreams come true when you believe 
in your mind, 

never give up, take your time, 
say to yourself a thousand times, 
I can do it and keep that in mind.

Cleshawna Williams 

A Dream
Lenora Norman , Age: 17

What is life without a dream? A dream 
to me is a goal, something that you have 
got to accomplish; a dream is something 
like a wish, the next step that you take to 

your future. A dream could be thinking the 
unthinkable and dreaming the impossible 
a wish you would won’t to come true. Me 

finishing school with no kids living my 
life and making money for my self and not 

living off the government checks, is my 
dream and for all of this I won’t to thank 
God first and my mother for being that 

strong independent women that I need in 
my life.

DREAMS
Terri Drape, Age 16

What are dreams really made of? Dreams 
are big, dreams are small. Just like MLK 
Jr. “I HAVE A DREAM.” Sometimes I 

dream of lights and stars and maybe being 
the biggest pop star. I dream that my sister 
grow up big and strong. I know my dreams 
are big and I will do what ever it takes for 
my dreams to come true. Sometimes you 
have to dream to feel. Sometimes you just 

have to dream. 

Musical Dreams
Trevore Akins, 18

As an organist, I have many dreams that I 
hope to achieve in my life. As I improve 
in music abilities I dream to become a 

professional and well known organist in the 
city of Chicago. I want to be well known 

at any church I walk into, everyone knows 
who I am, my capabilities, and my talent 

on the organ. Everyone would say I am the 
most talented and skilled organist they ever 
seen and it will show people how powerful 

and awesome god is in me.

Dream
Onijhia Jones, Age 19 

My dream is to be an author. The 
following is a sample of my writing: 

She often wondered what life was like 
beyond the rolling green hills of the village. 

Was life so different that far away? To 
look out over the shifting sea and thought. 

Would people far away look different 
from her? Maybe they would be wise. 

Grandmother often said that people in the 
village never thought far passed the ocean.  

Dreams
Jocelyn Mitchell, Age 15

Dreams are important in life. They make 
you think about your future. It gives you a 
drive to do something with your life. You 
wouldn’t want to just sit around and waste 
your life doing nothing. Your life would 

have more meaning to it because it won’t 
be a big waste. Dreams could lead to a 

successful life. Sometimes dreams could 
disappoint you but at least you have a 

reason to do something with your life.`

Cleshay Williams 

Corbias Chair

Elisha Burrows

Students from Marine Science and Math Academy, also participants in North Lawndale Community 
News’ After Schol Matters Journalism program speak with Priscy of Priscy’s Productions
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D o m e s t i c 
violence is a common 
occurrence that 
also appears in teen 
dating relationships. 

According to the National 
Domestic Violence Organization 
about two in 10 teen girls say they 
have been physically or sexually 
abused by a dating partner and 
about one in 10 boys report abuse 
in dating relationship. Research 
has shown that teens that 
experience domestic violence will 
most likely experience it during 
adult relationships. 

Domestic violence crosses 
social and economic lines as in the 
case of Gwendolyn Chubb. Chubb 
had a prefect life in college. She 
had a full time job and all of her 
expenses were paid for. She didn’t 
have a care in the world.

Then one day a guy walked up to 
her and spat some “game” and told her 
that she could quit her job and school. 
Unfortunately, she believed him. They got 
married and had two children together.  
Then she started to notice that her husband 
began to disrespect her, calling her “a 
stupid b****” in front of their children.

Chubb tried to ignore it. Until he hit 
her in front of their daughter and cut her in 
multiple places with a kitchen knife.

Their relationship started to 
deteriorate very quickly. She tried to 
leave, but her husband constantly tried 
to bribe her with material items. Chubb 

Social media is an aspect of the Internet 
that allows individuals and groups to create 
and publish online content, share the content 
and interact with it, according to an article 
entitled “Teen’s Social Media Usage” from 
Nxtbook.com.

According to an article from 
Wilkesbeacon.com entitled “Online Social 
Networking Benefits Youth, Study Says,” 
online socializing through networks like 
Facebook is more beneficial to youth than 
they are harmful or dangerous. 

Some people feel that the information 
they provide in school today doesn’t 
allow many other opportunities for critical 
thinking. It’s believed that teens can be more 
open online because they are in the comfort 
of their homes. Some also think they can 
talk about relationships or things of that sort 
more openly on the web or with friends. 

According to an article entitled 
“Benefits of Social Media” from Nxtbook.
com, some benefits include providing a 
virtual space for teens to explore interest 
or problems with similar people, offering 
academic support, and strengthening their 
online communication skills and knowledge. 

One positive aspect is that youth can 
use online communities for academic help 
and support. There are many websites like 
dweeber.com that are dedicated to help with 
homework.

There are also some drawbacks. 
According to an article entitled “Teen 
Suicide Talk” from Teenssuicidetalk.com, a 
concerned parent proved that social media 

Studies show that being a teen 
mom is a challenge.

According to teenpregnancy.org, 
about 750,000 teens get pregnant in 
the Unites States each year. Nevada 
has the highest teen birth rate, 113 out 
of every 1,000 teens will get pregnant. 
Also, about 75% of girls and over half 
of boys report that girls who have sex 
do so because their boyfriends want 
them to. 

Diapers are expensive, but it’s 
nothing compared to the $9 billion 
that teen pregnancy costs the U.S. 
each year. This includes increased 
spending in child welfare costs and 
public sector health care. 

What are the good and bad things 
about being a teen mom?

The website entitled The Stir said 
that the good things about being a teen 
mom are that teen moms have more 
energy and pep. Also because of their 
age, teen moms are more in touch with 
what’s happening in today’s culture. 

Rachel B, a user from Answers.
Yahoo.com, said the disadvantage 
about being a teen mom is “teenage 
parents are less responsible, less 
financially secure, less educated, less 
likely to get assistance from their 
families …. 

“Their pregnancies are higher risk 
as their bodies are not fully developed 
and they’re often in lower income 

What is cyber bullying? 
Cyber bulling is basically 
hurting someone mentally. 
A person’s words can affect 

someone’s personal life, or even their 
everyday life.

Cyber bullying means that an 
individual is not big enough of a person to 
tell another person what he or she thinks 
about that individual. People just don’t 
know enough about another person to talk 
about them or down them in any way.

I just don’t understand why a person 
would hurt someone’s feelings just to 
make him or herself feel good. A person 
should step up and be real and stop 
playing childish games.

Cyber Bulling was taken to another 
level where a young girl—whose name 
cannot be revealed—committed suicide. I 
will never forget those words that she told 
to me: “I have no reason to live”. When I 
heard those words I told myself from that 
day forward that, if I ever encounter a 
person being cyber bullied or getting hurt 
in any kind of way, I will try to  step up 
and let that person know that I am there 
to help them. 

I talked to my mom, who has been 
bullied once or twice when she was a 
young child, about the subject. She said 
“It was the worst feeling in my life. I 
never believed that a person could be that 
cruel and cold hearted to hurt someone.”

When I sat down to talk to her, I 

eventually left the situation. 
But her dark past has followed her into 

her present life. Chubb and her husband 
got divorced and went to court to decide 
who gets custody of their two children.

The court found in husband’s favor, 
which Chubb said was unconstitutional in 
her case. Chubb decided not to fight the 
case and let God take the matters in His 
hand. Chubb is now putting all her effort 
into a nonprofit organization call Justus 
for Justice Ministry, where she is the 
CEO.  She has turned her life of violence 
into a life of success. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AFFECTS TEENS, ADULTS

Kenneth Rockford

can cause identity theft. 
Having certain information like home 

address on the internet could be risky. 
Criminals, rapists, and other people could 
find out where a person lives. Some account 
hackers could hack into a social media 
user’s accounts. 

A person can also steal a Facebook 
user’s pictures and act as if they are that 
individual. Putting certain naked or too 
revealing pictures on Facebook can invite 
sexual predators. 

According to an article entitled 
“Facebook Overuse Can Lead to 
Psychological Disorders in Youth” it was 
proven that daily overuse of social media 
and technology has a negative effect on 
youth health.

Young people who use Facebook are 
prone to anxiety, depression, and other 
psychological problems. Facebook can 
be distracting and can negatively affect a 
youth’s ability to learn.

Studies found that middle school, high 
school, and college students who check 
Facebook at least once during a fifteen 
minute study period received lower grades. 

Teens also must be concerns with cyber-
bullying, which can result in teen suicide. 
According to an article entitled ”Cyber-
Bullying: Not Just for Kids,” a 16 -year-
old teen in Sidney, Australia committed 
suicide after being persistently bullied on 
Facebook, and it continued after her death. 
Now websites like Facebook work to 
prevent cyber bullying.

BENEFITS AND PITFALLS OF 
SOCIAL MEDIA FOR TEENS

Nunya Ganter

saw in her eyes, she was not comfortable 
talking about this. But I knew that we 
had to continue. I asked her: “why do 
you think those kids bullied you?” She 
honestly didn’t know so I took it that she 
knew but just didn’t know how to put it. 

Who feels that bullying someone is 
a good thing? If anyone agrees, then I 
would never in a million years deal with 
a person like that.

In some countries, a cyberbully can 
actually go to jail. In Australia, a minor 
can be charged and put in jail for cyber 
bullying. In Chicago, it isn’t a criminal 
offense, but I feel that it should be.

Kids who committed those crimes 
should get punished. Also, I feel that we 
as children don’t get enough parental 
discipline, we go around thinking we 
can do whatever we want. Parents should 
stop trying to be buddy-buddy with their 
kids and teach them the way of life.

Maybe we wouldn’t have a lot of 
kids dead or in jail if they could make 
mature choices for themselves.

a student reFLeCts on 
CyBer BuLLyinG

 Cenisha Brown
brackets and receive less prenatal 
care. Teen moms are more likely to be 
single parents, their children are more 
likely to have children at a young 
age,” the website added.

The website continued “The 
children of single teenage parents 
are more likely to become involved 
in drugs and crime and less likely to 
achieve a college degree.” 

Kidshealth.org says that the ways 
to prevent pregnancies are birth 
control, condoms or waiting until you 
get older. The most effective way to 
prevent pregnancy is abstinence. 

Dosomethin.org says that one of 
the most difficult experiences a young 
person might ever face is when the 
pregnancy interrupts school or other 
plans.

It can create an emotional crisis 
resulting in feelings of shame and fear, 
and it may appear that teen mothers 
will crack under pressure. The stress 
of telling their parents that they are 
pregnant might be even greater for 
pregnant teenagers, and finding help 
may seem like an impossible task.

Dosomething.org also says that 
whenever a person sets up a curriculum 
for talking to teenagers about how to 
prevent pregnancies, they are getting 
the conversation going.

T E E N  P R E G N A N C Y
Selena Smith 
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Prior to my experience at 
the Marine Math and Science 
Academy, I’ve been through 
a whole lot of things within 
my two years in the academy. 

Unlike most of the cadets at the 
Academy, my day starts at 5:30 a.m. I 
make it to school around 7:55 a.m., which 
is about the time our school’s morning 
formation starts.  Morning formation deals 
with the cadet rank structure in the school. 
That means the school runs on military rank 
structure system. 

Some of the things that I encounter 
throughout the school are P.T. (physical 
training), Drill (rifle, discipline), and 
leadership. P.T. is the most challenging part 
of being a military personnel, because you 
have to complete a mixture of exercises that 
is made to keep you healthy, and, most of 
all, in shape. P.T. consists of exercises such 
as push-ups, crunches, sit-ups, side straddle 
hops (jumping jacks), basic running and etc.

Our school has a drill team. There is 
an armed section and an unarmed section. 
What the armed portion of the team does is 
spin rifles, advanced drill, and basic drill. 
The unarmed portion does drills without 
the rifles, but they’re all the same; it’s just a 
changeup of the commands.

 I consider my day at Marine Math and 
Science Academy to be long and sometimes 
a little boring, but that’s just because I’m not 
really a paperwork type of guy.

 Although the day is long, it still has 
its benefits.  As far as the academics go, I 
personally wouldn’t consider them, but hey, 
you need school to get through life, so I do 
what I have to do.

We have six class periods in a school 
day. My favorite happens to be my ROTC 
period, because it’s the freest period of the 
day. It teaches me what I need to know for 
when I reach my career goal, which is to be 
in the Marine Corps (Oorah!!!).

It gives me that chance to express my 
leadership skills and take charge. I consider 
myself as a good leader; I do what I have to 
do. I follow orders, and I give the correct 
orders to my fellow subordinates, who need 
to stay informed.

 In my school we say: “a good leader 
must suffer the same hardships as his 
subordinates.” That means if subordinates 
can’t eat the same thing you eat, then it’s 
your responsibility to say whether you want 
to continue with the meal or say no “I’ll 
have what they’re having.”

I spoke to a few more experienced 
fellow cadets at the school, asking them 
how they felt about being at the school.

Cadet Oscar Abril said he likes the 
school. “You know I love this school and 
love wearing my Marine Corps Uniforms. I 
wear it with pride. Oorah!”  

Cadet Andrew Flores said, “Dude, if 
there is anything I want more in life, it would 
be this school and to continue wearing my 
Marine Corps uniforms with pride. Oorah 
Kill!”

Cadet Gerald Glinsey said, “There is 
nothing else I’d rather be doing, than to 
come here every morning and show my 
Marine Corps pride. Oorah!”

 Well there you have it -- a day in the 
life of a Marine Math and Science Academy 
cadet.

A Day In The 
Life Of A 

Marine Math 
And Science 

Academy Cadet
LeOndrae` Shepherd

HIV/AIDS first appeared in the United 
States in the early 1980s. It’s easy to think that 
AIDS and HIV are things for other people to 
worry about — gay people, drug users, people 
who sleep around. 

This is wrong. All teens, whoever they are, 
wherever they live, need to take the threat of 
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, seriously. 

In order for teens to protect themselves, 
they need to know the facts, and know how 
to avoid becoming infected. According to the 
website CommunityWalk.com, research has 
shown that a large proportion of young people 
are not concerned about becoming infected with 
HIV. This lack of awareness can translate into not 
taking measures that could protect their health. If 

teens engage in sex, they should use some form 
of protection such as condoms.

 An HIV test looks for signs of HIV 
antibodies in the bloodstream. When teens get 
tested for HIV, teens will usually give a blood 
sample. There are other kinds of HIV tests that 
use urine or a swab of fluids from the mouth. 
Some tests take a few days for results, but rapid 
HIV tests can give results in about 20 minutes.  
Some places provide affordable HIV tests. 

 On the website Wikipedia, it also states that 
having AIDS or HIV isn’t the end of the world. It 
just means teens need to take care of themselves 
better. Good nutrition is important to all people 
whether or not they are living with HIV. 
Scientists say a lot of people with AIDS/HIV live 
better when they have plenty of nutrients. 

For example, one of the greatest basketball 
players of all time, Magic Johnson, has had HIV/
AIDS for the past 20 years. Scientists said the 
only way Johnson will survive is if he eats plenty 
of nutrients and takes special kinds of medicine. 

Teens often feel indestructible; they feel 
that nothing can hurt them. The thought of HIV 
and teens just doesn’t go together in the minds 
of some. To many, their impression of HIV is 
nothing more than a disease that doesn’t affect 
them. In actuality, HIV can impact teens. There 
are so many misconceptions surrounding HIV 
and AIDS that is being fueled by the media, by 
fear, and by ignorance.

Unfortunately, there is more to be concerned 

about. Infection with a STD, including HIV, is for 
life, meaning there is no cure. Herpes, syphilis, 
and HIV are real concerns that, if contracted, will 
be with teens for a lifetime.

We asked the school nurse, Mrs. White, who 
works at Learn Charter Middle School, 1506 W. 
Kenneth, does she know anyone with AIDS. She 
said yes. 

Her great aunt contracted HIV/AIDS. When 
asked how she feels about her great aunt having 
HIV/AIDS, she said her great aunt contracted 
the disease in the late 1980s. Mrs. White said the 
disease has damaged her whole family, but she 
added her great aunt is able to live with it because 
she is in good health. We also asked Mrs. White 
how does she feel about HIV/AIDS, and she said 
HIV/AIDS is a horrible thing to have. That’s 
why Mrs. White thinks everyone should have 
protected sex when having sexual intercourse. 

We also asked a few classmates what 
would they have done if they found out that they 
have AIDS. Some students replied “it would be 
shocking and irritating.”

The students also talked about how their 
life would change if they had caught the disease. 
One student named Jamal said: “my life would 
be affected in a bad way. I wouldn’t be able to 
connect with my friends because they would 
make fun of me with my disease.”

Another classmate, Andrew, said: “my aunt 
has this disease, but we live to deal with her 
infection.” 

Know The Facts About HIV/AIDS
Jaquan Little and Jacquan Robinson 

Mason Community 
Links High School, 1830 S. 
Keeler, is an amazing school 
because it is a three year high 
school. Mason was created 
just like Spry Community 

Links High School. This school is unique because 
if students are not on track, the school will help 
them, so that they don’t have to go to night school. 
Classes at Mason are small so that means teachers 
can work with students who are falling behind. 

Mason Community Links High School 
opened in the fall of 2009. This school year we 
have first, second and third year students. The 
third year students will be the first graduating 
class. Mason is a high school connected with an 
elementary school.

Class starts at 8 a.m. and students get out 
at 4:10 pm. Students go to school in the summer 
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The days might be long, 
but students have a chance to graduate early! 

Students at Mason enjoy their time there. 
Student Antonia Thomas said that she likes that 
Mason offers a hands on knowledge education. 
She likes that it is challenging, that the teacher 
care and will help students out a much as they can. 

Tonia Thomas said she’s glad that she only 
has one more year left, and it is good to know that 
the teachers care and want them to succeed.   

Mason is currently recruiting freshman 
students for next school year. For more 
information, please call 773-534-1530.   

Mason Community 
Links High School

Jeanita Ross

Leaders In the gaming industry say that 
there should be more racially diverse lead 
characters in today’s video games.

Manveer Heir, a lead designer at Raven 
Software, said that the use of mainly white 
lead characters in video games has came to 
the point that the main characters in all video 
games have become mostly white.

 Manveer also stated to a group of game 
designers at Midwest Gaming Classic that “the 
white male power fantasy is played out.”

According to a post on Journal Sentinel’s 
website, Heir wants his colleagues to think 
differently about their characters. “This isn’t 
about political correctness,”said Heir, who 
is also the new president of the International 
Game Developer’s Association Chapter in 
Wisconsin.

Heir believes that if video game 
developers make an African American, 
religious, or any other ethnic character, they 
will make a boat load of money in doing so.

According to the website Microscopiq 
there are only 33 video games in the world that 
are led by a black character, including, Carl 
Johnson in Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas , 
Akuiji in Akuji the Heartless, Michael Jackson 
in Moonwalker , and Shaquille O’Neal in Shaq 
Fu.

As video games are being produced, 
the companies that plan their release or 
development are not reaching out to people  
from different cultures. These ethnic groups 
have helped to make video games what they 
are today. 

VIDEO GAMES 
LACK DIVERSITY 

Tavares Johnson 

Australian authors Kellie-Lee 
Jackson and Caroline Schar visited 
Chicago recently to promote their 
book “My Journal, My Friend,” which 
discusses the effects of bullying and 
how it shaped their parenting when 
they became adults.

The authors spoke to students 
in a journalism program hosted by 
After School Matters and the North 
Lawndale Community News. Jackson 
shared her experience with bullying 
while attending school in Australia. 
She said she was bullied because she 
was tall and lanky.

Schar also said she was bullied 
because she was quiet and didn’t 
talk. Both women said they didn’t 
have good relationships with their 
mothers. They said that made it more 
difficult for them to talk about what 
was happening in school. I understand 

where they come from because, me 
and my mother, don’t have a strong 
relationship.

Schar shared with the After School 
Matters group: “If you think about 
yourself, your world is very small and 
when you think about others, your 
world opens up and gets bigger.”

I disagree because when I work by 
myself, I get more work done, and I’m 
better off by myself. But when I work 
with others, I really don’t get no work 
done!

The authors had to come up with 
$3,000 to self -publish their book. It 
took them five years to publish and 
write the book. Jackson and Schar 
traveled to a lot of different places, 
including Los Angeles, Tampa, 
Orlando, Denver and Chicago to 
promote their book. They also think 
Chicago is a wonderful place.

Aussie Authors Discuss 
Book On Bullying

Latriena Shanelle Ross

Students in North Lawndale Community News’s After School Matters Journalism program listen to 
Australian authors Kellie-Lee Jackson and Caroline Schar who discussed their book on bullying. 
Entitled “My Journal, My Friend,” their book chronicles their own personal anguish of being 
bullied as teenagers.
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Whether you have a job and are looking to 
make a change or are currently unemployed, job 
fairs can be a great way to meet with recruiters. 
But, they can also be quite intimidating to the 
uninitiated. With some job fairs attracting 
thousands of applicants, it’s important to arm 
yourself with a plan of action before you arrive. 
Think of attending a job fair as analogous 
to a visit to Disney World®. Do you want to 
spend valuable time waiting in a line to get on 
a random ride you may or may not like, or do 
you want to do some advance research, get a 
“FASTPASS,” and spend time enjoying the 
park? You will get the most out of a job fair 
when you put in the time to make it work for 
you.
As a veteran human resources professional 
who has been on point at many job fairs, I have 
witnessed the good, the bad and the ugly in job 
fair behavior. By reviewing the following tips 
and techniques for job fair navigation, you’ll 
be prepared for a successful experience before, 
during and after a job fair.
 The Good
·         Knowledge is Power - Smart candidates 
take the time to thoroughly research the job 
fairs they attend. They find out what companies 
will be on the premises and decide which 
companies are of interest to them. They then 
read as much as they can about their favorite 
companies. When they arrive at the job fair, 
they have a short list of companies they want 
to make a personal connection with. A recruiter 
who is meeting with dozens of people in one 
day is much more likely to remember the 
applicant who took the time to read the book 
from that company’s CEO, for example, or 
who had carefully reviewed the company’s job 
postings and website to see where they could 
offer the most value.
·         Demonstrate Aptitude - To paraphrase 
President John F. Kennedy, fellow job 
fair applicants, “should ask not what your 
‘company’ can do for you, ask what you can do 

Job Fair Success – Making the Opportunity Work For You
By Brent O’Bryan, SPHR

for your ‘company.’” Savvy job fair attendees 
focus on how their experience benefits the 
company and offer tangible insight on how the 
skills they have garnered translate to on-the-job 
benefits for the employer.
·         Presentation Counts – If you are going 
to a job fair, you want to stand out from the 
crowd in a positive, professional manner. What 
does that mean? Even if you are applying for 

a position that will likely require a uniform 
or carpenter pants, wear a freshly pressed 
suit and comfortable yet professional shoes, 
and make sure that hair and nails are freshly 
groomed. Savvy recruiters look for long term 
potential. Can this maintenance worker become 
a supervisor? Can this receptionist become an 
account coordinator? Dress for the position you 
would ultimately like to have.

 ·         Manners Matter – Successful job fair 
applicants are generally conservative when 
interacting with hiring personnel. Never assume 
that Mr. Fred Johnson wants to be called Fred. 
Reference him as “Mr. Johnson” until he says 
otherwise
·         Link Up for Best Results – Not all social 
media is created equal, but LinkedIn, which 

See Job page 6
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advocate Olavenia Faustine Jackson, who 
passed away this December at the age of 
81, is also being honored. Olavenia was the 
founder of the Garfield Park Advisory Board, 
as well as one of the founders of the Negro 
Voters Organization. Olavenia was also 
one of the first contributors to the historical 
Chicago DuSable Museum. A Millport, AL 
native, Olavenia was taught by her mother 
in elementary school, as African American 
children couldn’t attend local schools. 
After high school, she enrolled at Alabama 
A&M University, and upon moving to 
Chicago with her husband Luster and sons 
Michael and Larry, Olavenia completed 
her undergraduate studies. She became a 
teacher at Chicago Public Schools, and later 
obtained her master’s degree at National 
Louis University. A member of Bethel 
A.M.E Church for over 50 years, Olavenia 
sang in the church choir and volunteered 
countless hours in the church pantry. She 
is remembered by her family as always 
lending encouragement and possessing a 
humble spirit.

Honors from front page

SAFE HOUSE (**1/2)  As the spy without a 
country who wants to come in from the cold; 
Denzel Washington plays Tobin Frost, a 
rogue agent who’s considered as a notorious 
traitor/turncoat and a master manipulator 
who has been discovered in South Africa. 
Where Frost becomes a wanted man over  
receiving a micro chip that he’s injects into 
his skin that no one knows its contains. 
         But this doesn’t stop a slew of hired 
killers from chasing and shooting after him. 
After the assassins ambushes Frost’s contact 
in a car that Frost barely escapes by slipping 
into the U.S. Consulate that sets the CIA 
brass in Langley Virginia to wonder what 
this fugitive spy want or have.
          Ryan Reynolds plays the rookie 
agent, Matt Weston, the frustrated and 
bored housekeeper for the safe house in 
South Africa that he keeps secret from his 
girlfriend, Ana (Nora Arnezeder) who feels 
under appreciated and wants his opportunity 
to prove himself and better his position in 
the agency and his boss, David Barlow 
(Brendan Gleeson).

          Naturally, Weston (Ryan 
Reynolds) gets more than 
he bargained; along with an 
education in the spy game that 
no one is as they appear to be. 
When CIA boss Sam Shepherd 
aide Vera Farmiga and 
Gleeson’s character decides to 
have their agents capture and 
bring a hooded Frost over to 
Weston’s Safe House. 
          Where Weston begins 
to feel troubled when 
observing from behind the 
interrogation room window 
some Guantanamo Bay- type 
water torture tactics being 

done to Frost to learn what’s he’s doing in 
South Africa. 
         When suddenly the lights go out and 
the  safe house becomes under attack by 
the hired killers who end up wiping all the 
CIA agents leaving the duty bound Weston 
to follow the protocol and protect his house 
guest, Frost who is foremost, an intense 
sociopath who has to “win” at everything  
including conversation.
         As Weston and Frost spend most of 
their screen time together being chased 
and dodging bullets and car chase crashes. 
Frost uses his wily intellect that eventually 
proves his point throughout the film; to 
ask questions, question authority and don’t 
follow procedure.  
         Because it becomes apparent, but only 
clarified when Weston asks one of the killers 
who sent them. When he replies the CIA; 
it doesn’t leave much room to speculate 
who the bad guy is in the agency, because 
the obvious choice is only one. And this is 
where the film begins fall short and lose its 
mystery.

         While Frost who usually doesn’t care 
about anyone, suddenly begins to show a 
moral obligation toward the duty bound 
Weston who Frost manages to create a 
diversion at a soccer stadium to escape 
Weston’s custody. 
          But later Weston manages to figure out 
from an early scene where Frost is headed.  
And Weston catches up to Frost visiting an 
old friend and forger (Ruben Blades) who 
together discover the micro chip consist of a 
list of corrupted agents from the CIA, MI6 
and the Israelis. 
         Just as the hired killers arrive killing 
up everybody except Frost who manages to  
escape for a moment in a car with Weston 
before a head on crash by another car with 
the killers inside
          Washington’s performance is like 
watching a force of nature unleashed that 
fits into the ruthlessness and determination 
of his character. 
          While Reynolds’ character becomes 
a quick study under Washington’s character 
that brings the chaos when ever he goes that 
invades into Reynolds’ character’s life and 
reshapes his mind to the spy game into a 
fight for survival without losing the morality   
.   
          The premise of this film along with 
its intensity might have worked better if 
it was more authentic than relying on the 
creditability of its script that begins feel 
predictable and cliché by its finale. And 
making it hard to believe  an agent can 
have a happy ending reuniting with his girl 
after exposing the micro chip’s content ( at 
Washington’s character’s  noble expense) to 
the media that is kind of a letdown to what 
we anticipated from this film. R; 115min. A 
Universal Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

THE RUM DIARY (**1/2)  Having 
portrayed the real life gonzo journalist before 
in 1988’s “Fear and Loathing In Las Vegas”, 
Johnny Depp revisits the role of Hunter S. 
Thompson early in his career that doesn’t 
quite fit well enough since Depp is older now. 
But Depp delivers an adequate performance 
for this uneven film based on the writer’s 
alter ego character’s early experience as Paul 
Kemp who’s unable to sell his book in N.Y. 
decides to travel to work for a financially 
troubled newspaper in Puerto Rico. Where 
Paul finds himself drinking and drugging 
his way through the divided island culture 
and characters that consist of lost souls and 
patriotic land schemers. Interesting, off beat 
moments aren’t enough to sustain the film 
that feels it should have been made years ago 
than now. R; 125min. Sony Pictures Home 
Video
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING 
DAWN  (**)   An obvious stretch to get 
two movies out of the final “Twilight” book 
trilogy dominates over the wedding and the 
Rio honeymoon of Bella Swan (Kristen 
Stewart) and her brooding and pale vampire 
soul-mate, Edward Cullen (Robert Pattinson) 
But indeed, “what’s wedding without a 
little family drama” and teenage angst that 
struggles with their human and vampire 
differences they try to ignore. Until the tension 
builds around her pregnancy that could be a 
threat to her life and interferes with the treaty 
between vampires and werewolves.  The 
production and cast try to put their best effort 
here, but it’s the script that lacks enough to 
what feels too drawn out to watch. Strictly 
for the female fans of the book series. PG-
13; 117min. Summit Entertainment Home 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and reviewed by 

David Schultz

motto is: Separating the “bad” from 
the “good” so that the “good” can do 
better.  It is important for the youth to 
become more aware of societal norms in 
education and business because if they 
do not grasp the concept of it all, then 
they are bound to fail. 

NCLN: What drives the younger 
generation to commit violent crimes?  
Is it a troubled household, music or 
both that inspires people to destroy 
lives?  Explain your perspective on the 
situation. 

JB: It’s a number of things.  Two of 
the biggest components are fear and lack 
of knowledge.  The reason most people 
do wrong is because they feel as though, 
or have been taught that when you’re 
doing wrong, consequences does not 
exist. With this sort of mentality, things 
become chaotic in a major way. 

NCLN:  What is Cease Fire Illinois 
and how did you get involved with the 
organization? 

JB: CeaseFire is an organization 
that works to stop the shootings and 
killings.  I became involved during the 
time when my family owned the gas 
station.  CeaseFire used to march in the 
streets and pass out posters and other 
materials and hang them on our windows.  

NCLN: Do you foreshadow that 
violence will cease anytime soon? If so, 
explicate. 

JB: It will not cease, but it will slow 
down, eventually. There are people like 
myself and organizations like CeaseFire 
who continue to take this elephant out of 
the room, piece by piece.

NCLN: Where can people reach 
you via online? 

JB: I do not have an email at this 
moment. I stopped working for the 
social service long ago. 

Love from page 3

Page 6

was created for the business community, is an 
ideal online network for job hunters. Many 
companies are using LinkedIn to research and 
find candidates.  LinkedIn helps companies 
leverage the networks of their employees 
as well. Many successful job fair applicants 
connect with their recruiters on LinkedIn after 
their initial meeting.
 · Traditional Paper Resume Still Rules – 
Sure, flash drives are cool and can hold a lot 
of information, but most recruiters are still 
pretty old-fashioned and would prefer an old 
fashioned paper resume that they can read 
on the spot. Successful job fair applicants 
should bring plenty of one-page, concise 
and informative resumes with them in a neat 

See Job Fair page 6
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THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage greystone 
building, newly renovated 2 and 4 bdrm 
apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling fans and jacuzzi. 
Completely remodeled kitchen cabinets, 
counter tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent 
and sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.
APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

APT FOR RENT  Austin area, six rooms, 3 
bdrms, living/dining rm, $850 per month plus 
1 mo security, pay own utilities, near green 
line, call 773-287-3996 or 773-610-6332.

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

Exterminating business, 2 flat Building, 
plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. Current 
owner will work one year with new owner to 
keep present customer base happy. Call 312-
492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****

2 BDRM APT FOR RENT  1439 S. St 
Louis. $700 perr month plus security. Tenant 
pays utilities. Call 773/960-3817.

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

3BDRM  - AUSTIN AREA   Laundry 
facilities available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation. Call 773/517-
2474

LEGAL NOTICES
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Business 
Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, 
that a certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County Clerk 
of Cook County under file No. 
D12128930 on October 26, 2011 
under the Assumed Name of  Destiny 
Daycare with the business located 119 
S. Paulina., Chicago, IL 60612. The 
true name and residence address of the 
Addition owner is Carmelia Smith 119 
S. Paulina., Chicago, IL 60612.
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LEARN HOW TO USE 
AND RECEIVE A FREE 

REFURBISHED COMPUTER
ConneCted LivinG Computer traininG Comes to 

strateGiC human serviCes.
Free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a week  For 2 hours

100% attendanCe required to reCeive a Free Computer

aLso you must show prooF that you reCentLy 
reCeived BroadBand or Just purChased it

reFurBished Computers avaiLaBLe
 whiLe suppLies Last

must Be 18 years or oLder
Free Computer traininG even iF not quaLiFied For 

Free Computer.
CaLL For CLass hours and detaiLs

reGistrations are open to the puBLiC
CLasses For seniors

CLasses For younG aduLts
CLasses For veterans

no Computer knowLedGe neCessary
(312)492-9090

briefcase or portfolio. 
 The Bad
·         How Much Does this Job Pay? 
– Asking about salary and benefit 
immediately is a turn-off to recruiters. 
Think of a job fair as a way to market 
yourself to employers to get an 
interview. Few recruiters will want to 
move forward with an applicant whose 
initial questions revolve around salary, 
benefits and vacation and personal day 
allotment.  
·         Failure to Differentiate – An 
applicant who arrives at the job fair 
with no advance information on what 
companies will be on-site and who they 
want to impress, runs the risk of waiting 
in endless lines to talk to recruiters at 
companies that aren’t the right fit. By 
failing to do advance research, time is 
wasted for both the applicant and the 
recruiter.
·         Resume Has Typos – It is important 
to proofread a resume for typos and 
misspellings which undermine an 
applicant’s ability to get interviews and 
secure a job. The resume should be an 
error-free showcase of your experience, 
skills and capabilities.
·         Twittering Away to Irrelevance 
– Job hunters who are social media 
aficionados run the risk of information 
overload. While a professional, 
updated LinkedIn profile is always a 
plus to human resource professionals, 
a Facebook page “gone wild” with 
postings about raucous nights at the 
casino or a Twitter account detailing 
compromising personal information, 
can be a liability. 
The Ugly

·         Gum Chewing – While it seems incredulous 
than anyone would chew gum and talk to a recruiter 
simultaneously, it happens more than I’d like to admit. 
Sometimes, the gum chewing applicant is a cigarette 
smoker who is trying to cover their tracks. Whatever 
the reason, there is no place for gum chewing on the 
job search circuit! Likewise, munching on chips or 
engaging in any other manner of food consumption in 
front of a recruiter is strictly off-limits.
·         Hygiene Matters – Meeting with recruiters is not 
the time to forget to brush your teeth, take a shower, or 
groom your nails. Being remembered due to body odor 
or bad breath is not a ticket to employment satisfaction.
·         Employment Stalker – At every job fair, there 
are applicants who fail to recognize the social cues 
that their interview is over. They linger at the booth, 
or return to the recruiter again and again during the 
fair. Or they send daily emails to the recruiter asking 
for progress reports. While appropriate follow up is 
important, harassment will not land you your dream 
job.
Job fairs sometimes offer workshops on any variety of 
topics related to employment. Take the time to attend 
these free events to bone up on skills and information. 
Be sure to judiciously follow up with the recruiters 
you’ve made a good connection with at the job fair. 
Assemble the business cards you amassed from human 
resource professionals and fellow attendees and link up 
to them on LinkedIn. Recruiters appreciate receiving a 
follow up thank you email which signals your interest in 
contributing to the organization. Just as recruiters have 
to keep track of multiple applicants, applicants need to 
develop their own system for logging information on 
all potential job leads.  
  About the author:  Brent O’Bryan, SPHR,  is Vice 
President, Learning and Development at AlliedBarton 
Security Services, www.alliedbarton.com, the 
industry’s premier provider of highly trained security 
personnel to many industries including commercial 
real estate, higher education, healthcare, residential 
communities, chemical/petrochemical, government, 
manufacturing and distribution, financial institutions, 
and shopping centers
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II
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