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With spring on the horizon, 
Chicago and Illinois are set to pace 
the nation in planting the seeds to 
grow the “Go Green!” mantra 
sweeping the nation today beyond 
its present state as some popular 
quixotic slogan, and making it a 
critical, job-producing component 
of the local and state economies.

To that end, more than 200 
people, including many job 
seekers, joined representatives 
from state and local governments, 
corporations, community action 
non-profits vendors and grant 

UWI Green Imperative Plants Seeds for Jobs on West Side
Collins touts Weatherization Program at ICE THEATERS

Travles R. Lane

seekers at the ICE Lawndale 
Theater in North Lawndale 
Saturday (Feb. 18) to learn about 
nearly $3.4 million in funds now 
available under the state’s Urban 
Weatherization Initiative (UWI).  
And talk about jobs.

Four Chicago-based non-
profits were announced among 10 
statewide grantees tabbed to share 
the initial award at the tip of the 
financial iceberg in UWI funding 
meant to usher Illinois and the 
Windy City into the coming Green 
Age of the 21st Century.

Heralded as “the largest 
program of its kind in the 
country,” the UWI was revealed 
in a press conference at ICE by 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
& Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
Assistant Director Dan Seal.  His 
remarks were followed by words 
from 5th District Sen. Annazette 
Collins and an official of UWI 
West Side grantee North Lawndale 
Employment Network (NLEN).

Seal praised the state-
funded weatherization program, 
which includes LiHEAP energy 
assistance and weatherization 
rehabilitation services for seniors 
and other low income families 

as also focused on 
jobs.

“It’s one thing 
to get your (energy 
bill) costs down, but 
it is another thing 
to get you a job so 
that your money can 
go up,” said Seal to 
a hearty applause 
from the audience.  
“We need a j-o-b.  
Our governor (Pat 
Quinn) can’t stop 

talking about it. 
“There are literally hundreds 

of thousands of homes that need to 
be fixed so that they can have more 
efficient heating and cooling, and 
that means jobs.” 

Now in its second phase, the 
program has a goal of training 
nearly 700 weatherization 
specialists statewide and putting 
them to work to help the green 
economy stimulate jobs and job 
creation.  Nearly a half billion 
dollars is expected to be invested 
over the lifetime of the statewide 
program.

“Jobs work.  Our people feel 
better when we all work,” said 
Sen. Collins (D-5th), who was 
credited by Seals as a driving force 
behind the Illinois Legislative 

Seeking a green future: More than 200 people turned out to learn about UWI at 
ICE last Saturday. Photo by Travles Lane

Bringing the jobs: Sen. Annazette 
Collins addresses audience at Urban 
Weatherization Initiative gathering in 
ICE Lawndale Theater last Saturday. 
Photo by Travles Lane

See UWI page 7

Rosalind Morgan emerges 
from Cook County Criminal 
Court building at 26th and 

California Tuesday morning 
shortly after sentencing for her 

husband, Howard Morgan, 
was continued until April 5 as 
Judge Clayton Crane granted 
a motion by his defense team. 
A Chicago Police Department 

veteran and railroad line 
detective, Howard Morgan, 

61, was convicted Jan. 27, of 
attempting to kill the four white 

CPD police officers who shot 
him 28 times in the early morning of Feb. 21, 2005, on a North 

Lawndale street blocks from his home near 19th and S. Lawndale 
Ave. The father of two daughters was acquitted of the charge of 
firing a weapon after a 2007 trial that was declared a mistrial 

and led to the proceedings that convicted him. Rosalind Morgan 
and the lawyers defending her husband are challenging the latter 
verdict on double jeopardy issues. Read more on developments in 
this story in next week's issue of the North Lawndale Community 

Newspaper. Photo by Travles Lane

STRUGGLE FOR 
FREEDOM CONTINUED

Hundreds of job seekers thoughout Chicago gathered at the Navy Pier's Lakeview Terrace Tuesday (Feb. 
21) to check out employment opportunities with a variety of corporations and institutions during the 

NAACP Regional Diversity Job Fair. Held from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., the event at 600 E. Grand Ave., gave 
dozens of hiring vendors offering careers in industries ranging from education and entertainment to 

technology, finance, government, healthcare and retail. Photo by Travles R. Lane

LOOKING FOR A J-O-B
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Fred Little
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 

$140.00 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date February 16, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

RULES TO FOLLOW WHEN 
HIRING AN ELECTRICIAN

1. Don’t try to do it yourself
2. Dont hire a handyman to do electrical work
3. Don’t pay too much
4. Call Harrison Electrical to schedule a  
FREE consultation before you start
HARRISON ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Licensed - Insured
CALL NOW - (773) 216-6474
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At a fundraiser held at Manny’s Restaurant located 
at 1141 South Jefferson Street, Secretary of State Jesse 
White spent time and words supporting his choice for State 
Senator of Illinois (5th District) Patricia Van Pelt-Watkins. 
Also attending the event was businessman Garfield Major 
and the mother of Ms. Van Pelt-Watkins, Delos Van Pelt, 
who was really enjoying the music by the entertainers 
playing a variety of popular R&B tunes. “I am proud to 
support Patricia Van Pelt Watkins because I think that she 
is the best person for that particular job and to assume the 
responsibility of representing the people….she will bring 
back from Springfield the needful resources…. and she 
will help the people in the district,” said Secretary of State 
Jesse White.

Many other supporters were in attendance including 
the pastor of her church, Apostle Joseph L. Stanford. Their 
church is named the Ambassadors of Christ. Formerly 
located at 2810 W. Washington, it is now located at 7859 S. 
Ashland Ave. Stated Apostle Stanford, “I think that she’s 
a great person. She has integrity all of these years I’ve 
known her… for over 30 years. She’s one of the greatest 
persons I’ve ever known. She is a powerful woman. I 
think that she is going to be great down in Springfield. 
Madigan is going to be happy when he meets her.”

Also stating why he is supporting her was 
businessman Garfield Major who said “I feel that she is 
the best person and not lying like other people do.” Ms. 
Watkins is also endorsed by a good friend of Garfield 
Major, Lucille Washington, who was the primary person 
that introduced Van Pelt-Watkins to Garfield Major. 

Also in attendance were Attorney and Mrs. Steve 
Ross. Mrs. Ross has known and worked with Ms. Van 
Pelt-Watkins for a long time with the organization Target 
Area Development Corporation founded by Van Pelt 
Watkins, according to Mr. Ross

In an interview with Ms. Van Pelt-Watkins at her 
home located at 2826 W. Warren, in the same block where 
the church was once located, she stated how she worked 
with other organizations and pushed forth legislation that 
created the SMART Act, which stands for Substance 
Abuse Management Addressing Recidivism Act. It allows 
low-level drug and prostitution offenders to bypass the 
judge and to opt for drug abuse treatment and education 
programs instead, completely diverting them away from 
the criminal justice system. Offenders have to ask their 
lawyers to request this program, if they qualify.

It is one among other policy advancements achieved 
by the DJC, Developing Justice Coalition, founded by 
Van Pelt Watkins and Debra Strickland of the Developing 
Communities Project in 2002. The DJC has united people 
across all demographic, geographic, and ideological 
divides. The mission is formed around racial justice and 
a commitment to improving the criminal justice system.

The campaign headquarters for Ms. Van Pelt 
Watkins is located at 2312 West Harrison. For more 
information, the number is (312) 624-9258. 

Secretary of State Jesse 
White hosts fundraiser for 

State Senate 
5th District Candidate 

Patricia Van Pelt-Watkins

Cook County 
Assessor Joseph 
Berrios announced 
Wednesday that 
Senior Exemption 
applications will 
be arriving in the 
mailboxes this 
week at the homes 

of more than 270,000 senior citizens.
“Seniors must be sure to reapply for 

their annual Senior Exemption,” Berrios 
said. “Anyone who has received this 
exemption in the past must re-apply or 
risk losing savings from both the Senior 
and Homeowner Exemptions.”

The Senior Exemption application 
also includes the income-based Senior 
Freeze application. This year, any 
homeowner born prior to, or in the year 

Berrios Urges Seniors to Check Their Mailboxes 
Senior Exemption Applications to hit the mail this week

1946, is eligible to apply.
Although annual renewal has always 

been required for the Senior Freeze 
Exemption, Illinois law now requires 
seniors to re-apply annually for the Senior 
Citizen Exemption. The law went into 
effect last year.

“It’s critical that all seniors are aware 
that they are required to reapply every year 
in order to continue to receive the Senior 
Citizen Exemption,” Assessor Berrios said. 
“I will continue to work with the General 
Assembly to get this law overturned or 
amended.”

The Senior Citizen Exemption 
provides tax relief by reducing the equalized 
assessed valuation of an eligible residence. 
The Senior Freeze Exemption freezes the 
equalized assessed value of a property. 

Both exemptions appear as deductions on 
second-installment property tax bills. 

To qualify for the Senior Exemption 
for the taxable year 2011, the property 
owner must have:

	Been born prior to or in the year 
1946, 

	Owned the property, or have 
a lease or contract which makes them 
responsible for the real estate taxes, and 

	Used the property as a principal 
place of residence.

All Senior Freeze Exemption 
applications must be notarized.  

Seniors receiving the Senior 
Citizen Exemption automatically 
receive the Homeowner Exemption. 

Seniors receiving the Senior Freeze 
Exemption automatically receive both 
the Homeowner and Senior Citizen 
Exemptions.  The deadline date for 
applying for the Senior Exemptions is 
March 28th.

Eligible seniors who have never 
applied for the senior exemptions in the 
past may visit the Assessor’s Web site 
at www.cookcountyassessor.com and 
download an application or contact the 
Assessor’s office and request a form be 
mailed to them.

“Given the current economic climate, 
homeowners need all the help they can 
get,” Assessor Berrios said. “That is why 
we will continue to do everything possible 
to ensure that Cook County homeowners 
receive all the exemptions to which they 
are rightfully entitled.”
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While politics may make for strange 
bedfellows, it hurts like hell when you get 
kicked out the bed, especially in the urge to 
know why. 

The apparent loss of friendship over 
Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White’s 
abrupt defection and withdrawal of support 
from 5th District Sen. Annazette R. Collins 
in her tense primary race against a spirited 
challenger extends the confusion in that race 
beyond the incumbent’s own generation of 
her family.  Her mother, Barbara Collins, a 
longtime acquaintance and fellow church 
member of the 77-year-old White, is just as 
mystified about the harsh turnabout by her 
late husband’s childhood Boy Scout troop 

LANE CHANGE: 
Death of Friendship Catalyzes Race for 5th District Senate Seat

A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - The1tlane@yahoo.com
leader against her second eldest daughter, 
who White even nominated for the same 
senate seat just a year ago.

 “Why (White) turned on her is 
unbeknownst to me,” Barbara Collins said 
in a telephone interview Wednesday (Feb. 
22).  “This is a betrayal that I just cannot 
explain.”

Barbara Collins, 69, also said she stills 
attend Union Missionary Baptist Church at 
940 Orleans St., where she and her family 
have worshipped and fellowshipped with 
White and his family for years.  While not 
close, “personal” friends, the senator’s 
mom said she, her late husband Herbert and 
their 10 children were always “cordial and 

friendly” with the Whites.  And she said the 
secretary was instrumental in helping Sen. 
Collins early in her career up to now.

Now, Barbara Collins said, only White 
and “the Lord knows why he doing what he’s 
doing” and saying the things he has been 
saying of his former protégé, her daughter.  
“Whatever happened between him and her I 
don’t know; and neither does she.”

I have often said friends are sometimes 
closer than family because you get to 
choose your friends.  So, I speak from 
rueful experience when I say losing a 
friend is among the most painful of human 
experiences.  And losing that friend when 
both of you still live, can multiply the hurt 

exponentially.
 I sensed in her voice and saw that 

kind of sadness mask the otherwise stately 
features of Sen. Collins’ face recently when 
she talked to me about the current rancorous 
state of her relationship with White, her 
longtime sponsor and political mentor.  He 
has called her corrupt in the vein of disgraced 
and convicted felon, former Illinois Gov. 
Rod Blagoevich, who begins serving a 14-
year prison term next month.  Collins, 49, 
threatened a libel suit.

She dabbed a tear as she spoke about 
the schism with her longtime friend and 
role model at the ICE Lawndale Theater last 
Saturday (Feb. 18).

“I have known Jesse White since I was a child; he grew up with 
my parents; we went to the same church,” Collins said softly.  “I 
have always thought of him as an honorable man who was a role 
model for me and a lot of other people.  For him to be so negative 
toward me now is really unfounded, and I am really disappointed.”

She added the damning about-face by the longtime family 
friend she once regarded with such high esteem, “strikes at the heart 
of me as a person.”

“I don’t know why he’s upset.  I have always responded 
positively whenever and whatever he asked of me. I don’t know 
where he’s coming from,” 

 Where this fight is headed, now that the two longtime allies 
are engaged in a bitter battle building interest in the 5th District 
primary election March 20th, is also confusing.  Questions are 
swirling about how such a seemingly rock solid relationship could 
have devolved into this acrimonious and invective-slinging death of 
a friendship.

It is not a pretty sight.  It is painful.  And it does little to 
encourage the necessary Black unity so crucial for progress in 
distressed African American communities of the 5th District, on 
the West Side of Chicago and everywhere else Black folk make 
neighbors of each other.

Just saying.
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While teachers, parents, and some 
concerned elected officials are stressed 
fighting to keep Crane Technical Preparatory 
High School a neighborhood school, the 
lady Cougars are fighting the battle on the 
basketball court.  On Monday, February 
19th the lady Cougars of Crane high school 
defeated the well known lady Commandos 
of Marshall high school in an exciting 
sectional semi-final. 

The Cougars won with 64 to 59 victory 
over the Commandos.   Although, Crane 
is known for grooming NBA professionals 
like Terry Cummings and  Tony Allen 
who currently play for the Grizzlies---
parents, teachers, and students feel that it 
is important that Chicago Public School 
officials fairly evaluate the needs of each 
student so that they can be provided with 
all of the necessary resources in order to 
receive an equal education.   

According to Athletic Director Mr. 
Benny Horton “The students of Crane are 
working extra hard in every department to 
prove that Crane is a neighborhood school 
worth keeping.”   The main goal says math 
teacher Jason Cooper  “Is getting the youth 
at Crane the proper resources that are 
needed in order to help them further succeed 
in society.”  

A recent decision was made by CEO 
of Chicago Public Schools Jean Claude-
Brizard to keep Crane a neighborhood school 
based on the introduced model that Senator 
Annazette Collins of the 5th senatorial 
district proposed, however the Crane 
community still understand that they have 
a fight on their hands.  The fight is to make 
sure that the resources that are provided are 
fair and equal for Crane students.  

As, education is important, so are 
the extra-curricular activities that keep 
the youth out of trouble, focused and 
disciplined.  Jameesha Amstrong, student 
at Crane and lady Cougar says “Playing the 
game keeps me disciplined and focused, 

I don’t have time to get into trouble.”  
Jameesha  adds “I want to make sure that 
other students understand that if you have 
a goal do whatever you can to reach it and 
make it possible because it is possible-- the 
game makes me feel this way.”  It is because 
of set goals, team work, and faith that has 
allowed for the lady Cougars to have a two 
time win this year against Dorothy Gaters 
team who is considered the most winning 
coach in the state of Illinois. 

 The history of Crane really tells the 
story about its strengths and the students 
that come from Crane.  It is strength, 
the team work and inspiration from the 
community that has helped keep Crane a 
neighborhood school in the first part of the 
battle of keeping the doors of Crane open.  
And although Crane is different, based on 
lady Cougar Demara Howard’s ideology on 
life “Being different is the best thing, why 
would you want to follow---be a leader.”  

And this is the message that the Crane 
community want to get out to every school 
that Chicago Public School authorities are 
trying to close without giving the youth the 
chance to succeed by providing them with 
the necessary resources needed to receive a 
sufficient education.   As Crane has made 
history twice this year, student  Jakyrah 
Westmoreland point guard for the lady 
Cougars has a message to send everyone, 
Jakyrah says “I love my team, I love my 
coach, I love all of the administration---
and most importantly I love the people who 
said that I couldn’t do it.”  This is a Crane 
Cougar---never giving up without a fight. 

Crane Cougars take the Lead
Tali Bakhit

Commissioner Robert Steele 2nd District * 24th Ward Alderman Michael Chandler * 28th Ward Alderman Jason Irving * 
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ACT OF VALOR (**1/2) The recent events 
of the killing of Osama Bin Laden and the January 
hostage rescue  in Somalia has certainly raised the 
prolife of public awareness through media attention 
on the silent warriors known as the  Navy SEALs.

 “Act of Valor”, an audacious and authentic 
looking combat movie that could be considered part- 
recruitment movie, part- propaganda. 

 At a time, when America needed something 
positive. After a decade of war and with the U.S. 
economy that is shaky. Trying to keep government 
out of their business; the military services are seeking 
to retool their image into a leaner, less expensive, 
more productive force made up of soldiers for a hi-
tech world capable of special operations missions 
involving cyberspace and intelligence

  “Act of Valor” is like a documentary movie 
wrapped around an action flick that might suffer 
from its own glorification. With the participation of 
four actual and active SEAL member under double 
aliases.  

Yet, these four real life SEALs members are 
portraying themselves in their profession  with 
relatively unknown actors posing as members of their 
elite unit, the Bandito Platoon that was shot during 
training sessions from a script that offered a plot line 
based on real exploits. But with no disclaimers in the 
credits; like the incident was from the files of the FBI 
or CIA.  

            The film follows the exploits of a team 
sent out to rescue an American female doctor in the 
Philippines found out to be an undercover agent who 
happens to stumble onto a terrorist plot against the 
U.S. that now will include the elite team to defuse.      

 Even though the agent’s interrogation 
is brutally depicted; there are no water torture 
scenes. As the agent is captured and tortured in an  
undisclosed warehouse location by a group of shady 
individuals, who work for a ruthless international 
drug lord, Cristo who has several diverse and 
crooked involvements that includes working with 
the Russian mob.

 “Act of Valor” is a fascinating film because 
it was made on its own terms. Not with the usual 
Hollywood and military cooperation. This movie has 
the attitude and the dynamics that is more military 
than Hollywood in its depiction.  Reportedly, even 
the ammo used was real in several scenes. (Take that, 
Stallone, Willis, Stratham, etc.!)

With a certain passion and privilege by veteran 
sports documentarians Mike  “Mouse” Mc Coy and 
Scott Waugh who have made an uncompromising 
movie that honors and details their sacrifices within 

themselves, their families, their commitment and the 
camaraderie with their fellow members described as 
a “brotherhood”.

A well made, sharply photographed, and bold 
mixture of an action movie and documentary- drama 
that details the harsh demands, sacrifice and the 
intense disciple that it takes to being an elite Navy 
SEAL member within the text of an action movie 
with a terrorist plot line.

 It’s also apparent that the filmmakers limit 
the human drama with their families before their 
deployment. Because this movie isn’t about seeing if 
these Navy SEALs can act or not, this is a film about 
them in their environment.  

 But instead, seeing them doing their “day job”. 
Or as filmmakers  Mike “Mouse” Mc Coy and  Scott 
Waugh puts it from a letter being composed in one 
early scene in the film - - their code , their ethos

 And the filmmakers make a convincing 
argument to what it takes be a member of this elite 
force – that have to be void of emotion and dire focus 
to the rigors of their training and the attention to their 
mission at hand that  intensifies toward  a hell storm 
of bullets and bombs shootout finale. In which one 
member does make the ultimate sacrifice for the unit 
that puts a somber note to the conclusion.

         Too much of this film with its action 
sequences feels like the kind of action movie that 
Stallone already made with “The Expendables”. I 
understand that it was scripted to showcase what the 
Navy SEALs go through, but this only achieves only 
half the “reality movie” it should have been before 
the violence takes over.

          But “Act of Valor” is possibly close 
as you get to a “reality” show without revealing too 
much about their procedure and. or tactical secrets as 
one might suspect. Instead, this ambitiously intense, 
noisy and violent mock action flick showcases what 
these men are like at work through their persona and 
focus.

         Obviously, “Act of Valor” is more 
authentic than what a name actor might do.  This was 
previously dramatized in the presence when Charlie 
Sheen portrayed them with Michael Biehn in 1990’s 
“Navy Seals.  

          Putting the real thing into an action movie 
situation certainly adds another dimension to the 
proceedings. Even though, this film can’t escape all 
the theatrical clichés from the script in its conclusion. 
While this film still does offers some different insight 
in their lives that war movie buffs might appreciate.

R; 94min. A Relativity Media Picture 
Release – Presented at selected theaters 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

This year, there is an opportunity that be 
coincidental through the upcoming 84th annual 
Academy Awards that might inadvently help 
commemorate Black history month. If several 
key black nominees win their perspective 
category during the Feb. 26 telecast. 
     So will the Academy eat ‘pie” or not? 
With Viola Davis and Octavia Spencer each 
nominated respectively for best actress and 
best supporting actress for “The Help” And if 
“Undefeated” about a few troubled but talented 
black players with a white coach who helps 
them and a southern high school football team 
beak their 110 year old losing drought over a 
strong list of cinematic contenders in the best 
documentary category.
       These are some of the scenarios that 
could help write a new page in Black history 
that could ease the pain in the recent losses of  
Don Cornelius, David Peaston, Etta James and 
Whitney Houston during the month. At any 
rate, hope springs eternal; here are my annual 
Oscar predictions
Best Picture: “The Artist”
        Hollywood loves movies about its industry, 
especially its early years. “The Artist and 
Martin Scorsese’s “Hugo” are two different 
films about the early years of cinema that might 
cancel each other out. This could lead up a 
surprise win for “The Descendants” but I doubt 
it. For “The Artist”, silence is golden.
Best Director: Michel Hazanavicius for 
“The Artist”
       It should be a three win race for Hazanavicius 
against Martin Scorsese foe “Hugo” and 
Alexander Payne for “The Descendants” All 
deserve their nominees, but “The Artist” has 
distinction and momentum on its side.
Best Actor: Jean Dujardin for “The Artist”
       Because George Clooney has already won 
the honor; and the Academy has to give one to a 
foreigner who seems genuinely appreciative of 
the honor. Dujardin might be the one to provide 
the kind of highlight moment during the Oscar 
telecast that Robert Benigni did when he won 
in 1997 for “Life is Beautiful”
Best Actress: Viola Davis for “The Help”
        There is a bit of irony in this category. 
It was two years ago Viola Davis and Meryl 
Streep were nominated in different categories 
for “Doubt “And Davis stood toe to toe with 
Streep for all of ten minutes that got her a best 
supporting actress nomination.
         This is why I think Davis will win over 
Streep who won’t mind; Since Streep has 
already won a couple before and is considered 
the constant nominee in nearly every film she 
does. 
Best Supporting Actress: Octavia Spencer 
for “The Help”
       Even tough I would love the Academy 
to take comedy more serious and give the 
honor to Chicagoan Mellissa McCarthy for 
“Bridesmaids”. While a lot of the performance 
ands attitude from Octavia Spencer reminds 
me of Oprah Winfrey’s Harpo for “The Color 
Purple” who was nominated and lost. Ms 

Spencer could avenge that lost with her win. 
Best Supporting Actress: Christopher 
Plummer for “Beginners”
        A sentimental favorite in a late bloomer 
gay role that should land Plummer the win. 
Even though I feel the most passionate and 
electric performance came from Nick Nolte in 
a change of pace role in “Warriors” that also 
deserves the honor.
Best Adapted Screenplay: “The 
Descendants”
       A remarkable well written and insightful 
script that offered answers within its human 
drama that should win. Unless Hollywood is 
in love with itself; then the honor will go to 
“Hugo”
Best Documentary Feature: “Undefeated”
       Even though the academy shows a 
miscarriage of justice in not nominating 
the film that should have been nominated, 
Chicagoan filmmaker Steve James’ “The 
Interrupters”. The ambitious look at Chicago’s 
social activists and their efforts to pre-empt 
street violence from gangs that recently aired 
over PBS stations. This also marks the second 
time James has been snubbed from the short 
list. This happened before with his much 
acclaimed “Hoop Dreams”. The Oscars never 
seem to get it right in this category.
       Still, the Academy tends to favor inspirational 
stories about struggle and triumph. So if this is 
the case, the struggles and triumph of a white, 
wannabe coach’s involvement with a couple 
of troubled but talented black players in a high 
school football team the has suffered through 
a 110 year losing drought in “Undefeated” is a 
worthy contender for the honor.      
Best Original Screenplay: Woody Allen for 
“Midnight in Paris”
      The Woody Allen factor is an Oscar favorite 
to win that could cancel out the chances for 
either “The Artist” or “Bridesmaids from this 
honor. Not to mention the Academy doesn’t 
take comedy as a serious art form, unless done 
by Woody Allen. Best Animated Feature: 
“Rango”
Best Foreign Film: “A Separation” ((Iran)
Best Original Music Score: Ludovic Bource 
for “The Artist”

Special Feature: 2012 OSCAR PREDICTIONS
David Schultz, film critic

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WANTED 
FOR 10- WEEK JOURNALISM TRAINING 
RECEIVE $100.00 AT END OF TRAINING 

PLUS SUMMER JOB OPPORTUNITY
North Lawndale Community News Youth Journalism Program

“Creating Youth News”
1. Learn how to Create Videos
2. Learn how to take photographs
3. Learn how to interview students and teachers
4. Learn how to interview for Videos
5. Learn about the 1st Amendment
6. Take field trips to where they make the news
7. Meet professional news people
8. Improve your writing skills
9. Improve your computer skills
10. Improve your writing skills
11. Social Media Training and guest speakers
If you are interested, the North Lawndale Community News staff wants to work 
with you after school. CALL 312-492-9090 for more information.

Viola Davis
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage greystone 
building, newly renovated 2 and 4 bdrm 
apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling fans and jacuzzi. 
Completely remodeled kitchen cabinets, 
counter tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent 
and sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.
APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

Exterminating business, 2 flat Building, 
plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. Current 
owner will work one year with new owner to 
keep present customer base happy. Call 312-
492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

3BDRM  - AUSTIN AREA   Laundry 
facilities available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation. Call 773/517-
2474

LEGAL NOTICE

LEARN HOW TO USE 
AND RECEIVE A FREE 

REFURBISHED COMPUTER
ConneCted Living Computer training Comes to 

strategiC human serviCes.
Free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a week  For 2 hours

100% attendanCe required to reCeive a Free Computer

aLso you must show prooF that you reCentLy 
reCeived BroadBand or just purChased it

reFurBished Computers avaiLaBLe
 whiLe suppLies Last

must Be 18 years or oLder
Free Computer training even iF not quaLiFied For 

Free Computer.
CaLL For CLass hours and detaiLs

registrations are open to the puBLiC
CLasses For seniors

CLasses For young aduLts
CLasses For veterans

no Computer knowLedge neCessary
(312)492-9090

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to the 
use of an Assumed Business Name in 
conduct or transaction of Business in the 
State,” as amended, that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned with the 
County Clerk of Cook County under 
file No. D12129191 on February 
17, 2012 under the Assumed Name 
of  Z Company with the business 
located 1211 S. Western, Suite 203, 
Chicago, IL 60608. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Zaki 
Muhammad 66 Taiyaum, China 03000.

3bdrms  - Austin Area   - 773-
517-2474 cell laundry facilities 
available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation, sec 8 
welcome , 773-287-7407

Black Caucus effort that spurred legislation creating the UWI.  Over the lifetime of the 
program, Collins said “about $457 million” would be invested to weatherize homes, 
train employees and entrepreneurs and “put people to work.”

Touting the UWI’s job possibilities, Collins, who is locked into a tight March 20th 
primary election battle against challenger, Dr. Patricia Van Pelt Watkins, also used the 
occasion to highlight her efforts to bring change to and resources back from Springfield 
to benefit her constituents.  She was thrilled to launch a jobs program in a neighborhood 
in sore need of employment opportunities

 “Going green, that is the future,” Collins said, and that’s where the jobs of the future 
are.  “So we wanted to make sure that our families, and people in our communities, 
when they come back from downstate—if you know what I mean—that they will 
have somewhere they can go to get trained, and provide for themselves and keep their 
families together.”

“This is a long term program; it’s going to be here,” Collins said. “And we’re 
kicking it off today in North Lawndale, what a great event!” 

Representatives from People’s Gas and ComEd, two corporate Illinois utilities 
who stand to benefit from and play crucial roles in the UWI effort, also attended the 
event.  Officials from CEDA and the Black Chamber of Commerce of Lake County 
were also present, as were representatives of local UWI grantees (with grant amounts in 
parentheses), NLEN ($325, 407), based at 3726 W. Flournoy St., and the South Side’s 
Black Star Project ($384,900).

Illinois YouthBuild Coalition ($400,000), which has operations in Rockford, 
Normal, North Chicago and Waukegan , and Genesis Housing Development Corporation 
($270,000) were the other two Chicago organizations awarded grants.

Southwestern Illinois College ($400,000), the Healthcare Consortium of Illinois 
($350,000) and the Proviso Leyden Council ($356,252) in Maywood were also 
represented at the ICE gathering.

UWI from front page

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to “An Act in relation to the use of an Assumed Business 
Name in conduct or transaction of Business in the State,” as amended, that a certification was filed 
by the undersigned with the County Clerk of Cook County under file No. D12129090 on February 8, 
2012 under the Assumed Name of Divine Shine with the business located 1354 S. Kedvale,  Chicago, 
IL 60623. The true name and residence address of the owner is Subrenna Johnson 1354 S. Kedvale 
Chicago, IL 60623.

LEGAL NOTICE
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II


