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At a fundraiser held at Manny’s 
Restaurant located at 1141 South 
Jefferson Street, Secretary of State 
Jesse White spent time and words 
supporting his choice for State 
Senator of Illinois (5th District) 
Patricia Van Pelt-Watkins. Also 
attending the event was businessman 
Garfield Major and the mother of Ms. 
Van Pelt-Watkins, Deloris Van Pelt, 
who was really enjoying the music 
by the entertainers playing a variety 
of popular R&B tunes. “I am proud 
to support Patricia Van Pelt Watkins 
because I think that she is the best 
person for that particular job and to 
assume the responsibility that she 
will represent the people….that she 
will bring back from Springfield 
the needful resources…. to help the 
people in the district,” said Secretary 
of State Jesse White.

Secretary of State Jesse White hosts fundraiser for State 
Senate 5th District Candidate Patricia Van Pelt-Watkins

Many other supporters were 
in attendance including the pastor 
of her church, Apostle Joseph L. 
Stanford. Their church is named the 
Ambassadors of Christ. Formerly 
located at 2810 W. Washington, it is 
now located at 7859 S. Ashland Ave. 
Stated Apostle Stanford, “I think that 
she’s a great person. She has integrity 
all of these years I’ve known her… 
for over 30 years. She’s one of the 
greatest persons I’ve ever known. 
She is a powerful woman. I think 
that she is going to be great down in 
Springfield. Madigan is going to be 
happy when he meets her.”

Also stating why he is supporting 
her was businessman Garfield Major 
who said “I feel that she is the best 
person and not lying like other people 
do.” Ms. Watkins is also endorsed 
by a good friend of Garfield Major, 

Lucille Washington, who is also the 
chief of staff of Secretary of State 
Jesse White.

In attendance, also were Mr. and 
Ms. Ross. Ms. Ross has known and 
worked with Ms. Van Pelt Watkins 
for a long time, according to Mr. 
Ross with the organization Target 
Area Development Corporation 
founded by Van Pelt Watkins. 

In an interview with Ms. Van 
Pelt-Watkins at her home located at 
2826 W. Warren, in the same block 
where the church was once located, 
she stated how she worked with 
other organizations and pushed forth 
legislation that created the SMART 
Act, which stands for Substance 
Abuse Management Addressing 
Recidivism Act. It allows judges 
to sentence low-level drug and 
prostitution offenders to drug abuse 

treatment and education programs, 
diverting them away from the 
criminal justice system. Offenders 
have to ask their lawyers to request 
this program, if they qualify.

It is one among other policy 
advancements achieved by the 
DJC, Developing Justice Coalition, 
founded by Van Pelt Watkins and 
Debra Strickland of the Developing 
Communities Project in 2002. 
The DJC has united people across 
all demographic, geographic, and 
ideological divides. The mission 
is formed around racial justice and 
a commitment to improving the 
criminal justice system.

The campaign headquarters 
for Ms. Van Pelt Watkins is located 
at 2312 West Harrison. For more 
information, the number is (312) 
624-9258. 

Before Elvis Presley rocked 
his slender hips into the minds of 
young women around the globe and 
Michael Jackson moon walked his 

The Legacy Continues in the Jackie Wilson Story
Dana Rettig 

way into pop music stardom, they were 
regular guys, learning how to become 
the next “best thing” by watching 
Detroit native, Jackie Wilson display 

his energetic personality, sharp sense 
of fashion and lastly, undeniable talent 
that made the ladies swoon and the 
fellas take notes on how to become the 

next Mr. Excitement.  Of course, with 
fame and fortune, comes heartache and 
pain that every performer in his or her 
heyday has to endure. Jackie Wilson 

was not any different from the other 
entertainers in his day. In fact, the 
melodramatic narrative of his life 
tells a tale about a troubled soul who 
sought redemption through music.  
A play inspired was by the founder 
of Black Ensemble Theater, Jackie 
Taylor, as a way of showing her 
appreciation for good music.  Prior 
to becoming one of music’s greatest 
iconic entertainers, Jackie has had his 
fair share of trouble.  

He joined a gang called The 
Shakers, dropped out of school at 
age fifteen, and became a father and 
husband at age seventeen. In the 
beginning of the play, he is being 
coached by Billy Ward, the leader 
of The Dominoes. Billy sees great 
potential in Jackie so he decides to 
give him singing lessons. After a few 
lessons, Jackie becomes a part of the 
group, but decides that he has a better 
shot going solo. 

In the midst of the music and 

Calvin Roston, Jr. playing Jackie WilsonMelanie McCullough as Freida (Jackies Wilson’s 1st wife) and Calvin Roston, Jr. playing Jackie Wilson

Apostle Joseph L. Stanford of Ambassadors for Christ Church, businessmen Garfield 
Major, Patricia Van Pelt Watkins, and Secretary of State  Jesse White

Mr. & Mrs Ross with candidate Patricia Van Pelt Watkins for 5th district Senator
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
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Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
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Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Fred Little
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
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Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
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Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $30.00 for 3 
months. $50.00 for 6 months  $80.00 for 1 year 

$140.00 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
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Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date February 16, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each
Color Prints
35 cents each
Color Copies

35 cents Each copy
Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

Lose Weight! Gain Energy!
Scientifically Based Nutritional Programs 

For
Weight Management, Stress Relief, Energy 

Increase

Call (773) 885-0037 for a FREE Consultation
or

www.lifechanging.herbalhub.com
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In conjunction with Black History 
Month, Heartland Blood Centers 
joins the Westside Black Elected 
Officials (Alderman Emma Mitts, 
Chairman) in hosting a blood drive 
aimed at increasing blood donations 
among Chicago’s African American 
population.  Drive coordinators, 
Congressman Danny K. Davis and 
State Representative LaShawn K. 
Ford, are urging all healthy African 
Americans to roll up their sleeves and 
give blood.

Kicking off their “Make Every 
Drop Count” campaign last month on 
Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, the 
Illinois Coalition of Community Blood 
Centers (ICCBC) and the states’ top 
African American leaders and medical 
experts gathered in Chicago to create 

awareness of the need for African American 
blood donors.

Unfortunately, rare blood traits and 
certain diseases such as sickle cell anemia, 
hypertension, lupus and prostate cancer are 
more prevalent among African Americans.  
These illnesses often lead to treatments 
which require regular and frequent blood 
transfusions.

“African American blood donors 
provide the best hope for survival of African 
American patients with these illnesses 
because their blood proteins are more alike.  
However, this type of match is extremely 
limited due to the fact that nationally, 
African Americans donate less than 1% 
of the country’s blood supply.  ICCBC is 
extremely grateful to the Westside Black 
Elected Officials, Congressman Danny K. 
Davis and State Representative LaShawn K. 

Ford, for helping us turn that trend around in 
order to improve the quality of and lengthen 
the lives of so many individuals”,  said Ann 
McKanna, Vice President, Heartland Blood 
Centers and ICCBC President. 

“Because African American blood traits 
are such a “tough match” when it comes to 
transfusions, it is important that we, as public 
officials, are able to get the message out that by 
not donating blood, we as African Americans, 
are putting each other at risk. With the start of 
2012, I ask that becoming a regular blood donor 
is a New Year’s Resolution you stick with, in 
order to save lives in our community,”   said 
Congressman Davis, of the 7th Congressional 
District.  Congressman Davis added, “Giving 
blood is a great way to celebrate the lives of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Charles Drew, 
two African Americans who devoted their lives 
to improving the quality of life for others.” 

Westside Black Elected Officials Sponsor 
Black History Month Blood Drive

madness; Jackie’s wife, Frieda (Melanie McCullough) 
tries to hold the family together with love and constant 
prayer, but when a crazed fan unexpectedly shows up at her 
home, she decides to file for divorce after fourteen years of 
marriage. With his marriage destroyed based on his worldly 
troubles, Jackie has another issue on his hands: competition 
with the ex-lead singer of The Teenagers, Frankie Lymon 
(Lawrence Williams). His best friend and assistant, B.B. 
(ReShawn Thompson) tries to advise him to do the right 
thing but he doesn’t listen to him and chooses to do his 
own thing. 

Years later, Jackie’s world takes a deadly spin when his 
son, Jackie Jr. gets killed, which leads to Jackie falling into 
depression. Instead of sticking to his r egime; he is adding 
drugs into the mix, leaving his wife, Harlan (Carrie) and 
mother, Eliza Mae (Dawn Bless Comer) to wonder what 
kind of monster the music business has created.  Despite 
Jackie’s downfalls, his mother has not given up on her son 
because in her hindsight; the world might not love him, 
but she loves him for who he is and that is all that matters.  
Unfortunately, Jackie faces another bad situation.  Jackie 
wants to leave Brunswick Records, but the mob does not 
want to break Jackie from their recording contract because 
he was a hot commodity that made the organization plenty 
of money.  In order to make sure that Jackie does not tell 
the Feds about the mob’s personal affairs (i.e. money 
racketeering, fraud, and etcetera), they threaten to kill his 
family if he tells the federal agents about their crooked 
schemes. 

Meanwhile, Jackie has not made a hit record in two 
years and his friend, B.B. can no longer see his friend 
in distress so he tries to cheer him up by playing one of 
Jackie’s old songs on the radio.  Jackie resists listening to 
his song, but finds the courage to get up from his chair and 
sings, feeling and singing better than before. Of course, 
good things do not always last.  In the midst of singing his 
number one song, Lonely Teardrops at a charity concert, 
Jackie collapsed on stage from a stroke. 

In the play, B.B. speculates that the mob had something 
to do with his demise because they knew that Jackie would 
testify against them. In order for them to maintain power; 
the thing to do was to kill him by poisoning his food with 
a deadly powder, leaving Jackie in a coma. Jackie Wilson 
died at age forty-nine on January 21, 1984, leaving his 
family and friends to reminisce his legacy that he has 
imprinted onto the world.  The Black Ensemble cast sings 
Jackie Was a Hell of a Man written by Jackie Taylor as a 
remembrance of one of the best entertainers that have paved 
the way for artists everywhere. In conclusion, the Jackie 
Wilson Story is a tale about a man who has conquered every 
obstacle by taking risks so others can leave a legendary 
imprint onto humanity.  For more information about the 
Jackie Wilson Story and future performances, go to www.
blackensembletheater.com

Rashawn Thompson (cast member of the 
Jackie Wilson Story)

Jackie from front page

Rashawn Thompson as B.B. Jackie Taylor

Lawrence Williams as Frankie Lymon
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A trip east on the Chicago Transit 
Authority’s Number 20 bus along West 
Madison Street from Cicero Avenue to the 
West Loop neighborhood of the Windy City 
poignantly illustrates the income disparities 
starkly dividing the fortunes of communities at 
opposite ends of the Illinois’ Fifth Legislative 
District.  Stately modern townhouses, 
condominiums and expansive university and 
medical hospital campuses dot the landscape, 
accompanied by a vibrant economic growth 
and business development that creates booming 
progress east of California Avenue.

However, in the West Side neighborhoods 
farther from the Loop, such as North Lawndale, 
East Garfield Park and West Garfield Park, 
progress has been grudgingly meager.  Boarded 
up buildings, littered lots and streets and a mass 
of aimless, unemployed and unproductive 
people occupy each side of the corridor 
along Madison.  Most of the district’s 83, 
871 African Americans who comprise half of 
its demographics, reside in these areas.  The 
people and the neighborhoods have struggled 
ever since they imploded in 1968, in the fires 
and rioting rage sparked by the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  The fires went out, 
but business fled these areas, dooming them 
to despair and disrepair.  In an aftermath still 
echoing across a millennium, once thriving 
black communities became decaying havens 
for law-breaking gangs, broken buildings and 
broken spirits.

“Not all the communities in the district 
have benefitted equally from the economic 
growth and progress that seems to be confined 
to the more affluent areas of power and 
influence,” 5th District Senate candidate Dr. 
Patricia Van Pelt-Watkins said during a recent 

interview at a West Side diner.  “And these 
neighborhoods have not been well served by 
a current senator who does not even reside in 
the district and who has not only misused funds 
meant to benefit communities here, but has 
done little to improve the distressed conditions 
of North Lawndale or remove political and 
other obstacles to progress here or the other 
suffering 5th District communities on the West 
Side.”

Sitting recently at a table in a booth at Ruby’s 
Restaurant, the current incarnation of the iconic 
Edna’s Restaurant near the corner of Madison 
Street and Kedzie Avenue, where Martin Luther 
King Jr. himself often dined, Van Pelt-Watkins 
exudes an enthused dynamism that radiates 
passion and purpose.  She is smiling, her busy 
brown eyes displaying confidence and concern 
in her quest to transport her lifelong pursuit 
of social justice and progress in Chicago’s 
distressed neighborhoods from the grass roots 
of advocacy to the lofty halls of political power 
in Springfield.  A former high school dropout 
and reformed cocaine abuser, she is well aware 
of the problems and pathologies that plague 
the West Side neighborhoods of the district.  
She’s been there, done that, having overcome 
a myriad of personal challenges to earn a Ph.D 
in Management after achieving a master’s and 
bachelor’s in administration.

So, when the 53-year-old ordained 
minister and longtime community activist 
speaks of improving opportunities throughout 
the district’s distressed areas, she speaks with 
undeterred conviction that it can be done.  Her 
flashing brown eyes also betray the grit and 
tenacity of a fighter who doggedly refuses to 
quit fighting, and works relentlessly toward 
ultimate triumph.  The lady is no lightweight.

And when the political 
neophyte talks the talk of 
leading the district beyond 
its hardships—words one 
often hears and has come 
to expect from candidates 
shilling for votes—Van Pelt-
Watkins’ eyes also reflect 
the authentic confidence of 
someone who knows the way 
down that long and arduous, 
rocky road to redemption 
and reclamation that blighted 
West Side communities must 
travel. After all, she learned 
the trail first hand, including 
overcoming the untimely loss 
of a 17-year-old daughter.  An 
admitted reformer, who likes 
“to make things better, make 
people’s lives better,” she also 
has walked the walk.

On the stump, Van Pelt-
Watkins has been eagerly 
sharing the tale of a bright little black girl 
spending her formative years with five siblings 
in the old, notorious Cabrini-Green high rise 
with a mother who struggled to work and nurture 
them all while caring for a disabled husband.  
She tells diligently of the two-year illegal drug 
distraction that ended through a faith energized 
by the anointing of a Chicago street preacher 
some 30 years ago, before narrating a story of 
a life since then committed to beating the odds 
and helping others do the same.

But for all the romance of her exemplary 
life narrative, Van Pelt-Watkins just as readily 
informs her listeners that she blazed no new 
trail in her personal battle of triumph against 

hardship and steep odds.  She merely followed 
the route her own mother had pioneered before 
her a generation ago.

“Although I didn’t think about it at the 
time, I know now that I did set the example 
for her,” Delores Van Pelt said during a recent 
telephone interview.  “At the time, I was just 
trying to make a better life for me, the children 
and my husband.”

LANE CHANGE: Dr. Van Pelt Watkins Follows Mom on 
Trail to Improvement

A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - The1tlane@yahoo.com

Delores Van Pelt (left), mother of Patricia Van Pelt-
Watkins (right) shares moment with her daughter and 
Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White (center). Photo 
courtesy of Van Pelt Watkins for Senate campaign

See Trail page 7
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RULES TO FOLLOW WHEN HIRING AN ELECTRICIAN
1. Don’t try to do it yourself
2. Dont hire a handyman to do electrical work
3. Don’t pay too much
4. Do call Harrison Electrical to schedual a FREE 
consultation before you start
HARRISON ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Licensed - Insured
CALL NOW - (773) 216-6474

“The latest initiative to collect debt 
owed to the City from state tax refunds 
will not sit well with those who can least 
afford it. 

I'm not justifying citizens not paying 
their debts and bills owed to the City, but 
this feels like piling on.  

Every measure available to collect 
debt owed to the City should be exhausted, 
but not measures that disproportionately 
affect the working poor.”

- Stephanie Neely, Treasurer

TREASURER COMMENTS ON CITY'S 
PLAN TO SEIZE STATE TAX REFUNDS
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RAMPART (**1/2) “Rampart” is a dark film 
about the anatomy of a bad cop that is not the 
glorified kind that won Denzel Washington his 
overdue Oscar for “Training Day” or Nicolas 
Cage’s portrayal in “Bad Lieutenant”. Based on 
a James Elroy novel that previously did “L.A 
Confidential” and “Street Kings” and others that 
have specialized in these kinds of enforcers who 
work outside the law they are suppose to serve 
by the book.
   Set in Los Angeles, circa 1999; the movie 
takes on a docudrama-like format that is 
unconventional in its approach completely 
centered on Dave Brown, an ex-Vietnam 
soldier turned renegade street cop portrayed in a 
mesmerizing performance by Woody Harrelson 
in such a deliberately fragmented film
     “Rampart” is Harrelson’s movie who offers 
through his portrayal; another take on a dirty cop 
who begins to disintegrate for his past that is now 
beginning to invade and shatter into his family 
life that was his only sanctuary.
    Brown driving alone on his beat when he is 
suddenly broadsided by another vehicle. When 
he goes over to the other vehicle, the Hispanic 
driver uses his door to punch the officer in the 
stomach.  When the driver tries to flee the scene; 
Brown catches him, that leads to a “Rodney 
King:”type police beating incident that was 
caught on video and given and broadcast on the 
local news.
      Brown is already has questionable ethics in 
police procedure because of all the mentioned 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

scandals he’s been part of that has made 
headlines. Such as the crystal market deal 
in which a cover up was instituted after 
he purposely shot and kill a suspect that 
he knew was a drug dealer and stumbling 
out of a meth house.  All incidents 
mentioned that Brown received inside 
help from a now concerned politico Billy 
Blago (Steve Buscemi) who’s up for 
re-election and from a retired cop (Ned 
Beatty) who knew Dave’s father whose 
connections managed to keep Brown on 
his job. 
     And there are a lot of things we see 

through Harrelson’s portrayal that may not make 
visually and overtly obvious like Cage and 
Washington did in their respective films. But this 
quality makes him even more dangerous force 
to reckon with. Because when he wants to be 
Harrelson’s role of Dave Brown is a shrewd and 
crafty intellectual when he wants to be, beyond 
his gruff and stern appearance. Sort of a different 
shade to Michael Chalikis’ role in the FX series 
“The Shield”
    Still, these are those confrontational scenes 
in which Brown’s questioned about his tactics 
Harrelson’s character is amazingly articulate 
in defending himself with well placed snarky 
remarks within his verbal  sparring with Internal 
affairs official (Sigourney Weaver).
      And so after he’s spark the determination of 
a D.A investigator Timkins (Ice Cube in a brief 
dramatic return reminiscent to one of his early 
roles in “The Glass Shield) who confronts Brown 
promising him that’s going to nail him.
     But as the pressure is on Brown tries to go 
to his retired cop friend (Ned Beatty) who has 
grown weary of helping him and tries to threaten 
Brown on the beach pointing a gun at him. 
Even though the retired cop doesn’t mean it; he 
suddenly suffers a fatal heart attack on the beach 
that Brown just walks away.
     Still, Brown has a contemptible attitude of rage 
that is on display toward a Homeless, crippled 
and wheel chaired VA (Ben Foster) asking for 
a handoff by knocking on his car window who 
turns out to be his brother. While we know there 

is something deep rooted there, we are never 
made to understand this history. But this is the 
way of this film that seems to want us to assume 
from what other commercial films have made 
apparent in their movies
    Eventually, his wife, Catherine (Anne Heche) 
makes him move out. Dave’s caring two daughters 
track down their father from a cell phone call 
to a motel. Where a tired and frustrated Dave 
confesses everything they’ve heard is true. The 
news shatters with the teen daughter comforting 
the younger one as they leave the room.
     The reality of his sins and what he just done 
to his family begins to affect his psyche to later 
contemplate suicide. But later David decides 
enact justice upon himself through someone else. 
Dave phones Timkins who meets with him at a 
rendezvous site outside. Where Dave openly 
confesses on an audio tape recorder, admitting 
the man he killed was a drug dealer he knew 
prior. 
     Dave offers Timkins the tape if he cuts 
him a deal. But Tinkins he doesn’t want that 
confession, he’s interested in the crystal market 
case. Leaving Dave Brown to stew more in his 
own creation. In this absorbing performance; 
Harrelson plays a dirty cop deteriorating into a 
personal abyss of his own doings that he can’t 
recover from. It’s just too bad; the movie’s script  
doesn’t live up to Harrelson’s performance. R; 
108min. A Millennium Entertainment Picture 
Release – Presented at selected theaters
THE SECRET WORLD OF ARRIETTY (***) 
There is simplicity and grace to be found in this 
beautifully detailed Japanese anime offering that 
was planned and written by the renowned and 
influential amime filmmaker Hayeo Miyazaki 
who bought us the Oscar winning “Spirited 
Away” and “Howl’s Moving Castle”. 
         Based on Mary Norton’s children’s 
book series, “The Borrowers” that was made 
previously as a 1997 live action “Home Alone” 
type escapade with John Goodman, bears no 
resemblance in any way shape or form to this 
sweet and gentle animated feature.
         In “The Secret World of Arrietty”, Shawn 
is a parent neglected, sick and lonely boy driven 
by Aunt Jessica to live with relative Hara in 
her cottage home in the forest before his heart 
operation.          Upon his arrival, he checks out the 
house cat that seems to be stalking something in 
a small bush and briefly spots a tiny person. The 
tiny person is the daughter, Arrietty to a family 
of little people known as “The Borrowers” that 
live under the floor of the cottage who live in 
peaceful anonymity. 
         Building their home from borrowing items 
from the house’s (human) being’s inhabitants. 
Abiding the law of the underfloor, not to be seen 
by the “beings”  
          Until Shawn in his bed is able to confirm 
what he earlier thought he saw. When Arrietty 
gets spotted again on a night raid for a sugar cube 
and tissue with her father.  In her haste, Arrietty 
drops the cube to the floor while Shawn quietly 
tells her from his bed that she need not be afraid.
          Fearing the family might have to move while 
advising Arrietty not to be seen by the “being”. 
Arrietty’s curiosity and love of adventure 
eventually leads to a forbidden friendship with 
the sick and lonely boy that won’t last.
    A simple tale that echoes our childhood 
memories of a simpler time and our imagination 
that not might be fully appreciated in this hi-
tech, in a hurry society we live in. But “The 
Secret World of Arrietty is that kind of little 
big film that viewers should savor. A welcome 
and wonderful treat for all ages. G; 95min.  A 
Walt Disney Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters
THIS MEANS WAR (*1/2) There is an early 
warning at the beginning of this film just how 
this movie is going to be After the agent- buddies 
played by Chris Pine and Tom Hardy manages 

to  cause  the usual flashy, slow motion shootout 
with the bad guys on the rooftop of a skyscraper. 
Where one of the two wanted Heimrich brothers 
falls to their death holding a piece of fabrics 
from one of the agents’ suit that is later pick up 
by the escaping other brother, Karl Heinrich  (Til 
Schweiger) who vows revenge on the agents
        Soon after, a very disgruntled CIA boss 
played by Angela Bassett gives a stern tongue-
lashing to her agents that she’s pulled from active 
duty to desk jockeys, talking about botching half 
their mission as a “covert”.  When she said that, 
we knew the incident that occurred was anything 
but covert. This is not only a tip off toward how 
this movie doesn’t get any better. But worse than 
that, “This Means War” is one of those spy spoof 
movie mission that should have been aborted.
          The spy characters played by Pine and 
Hardy are the closest thing to a “bro-mance”, 
Because of the dedication and banter through 
their work. While it’s a bit contradictory to see 
the two agents, FDR Foster (Chris Pine) and 
Tuck (Tom Hardy) play off each other’s macho 
angle as ladies men without women currently in 
their lives.
          Each posing with fake day jobs as their cover, 
Tuck has an ex wife he can’t get close enough 
to; for the sake of their son whose witnessed 
being clobbered during martial arts class from 
a kid with a overzealous, and competitive father 
that we know is going to get his comeuppance 
later from Tuck who plays it passive role until 
the film’s finale. While Foster is the carefree 
bachelor who thinks too highly of himself and 
believes mostly any woman can be his.
           Enter Reese Witherspoon as Lauren Scott 
who works at Smart Consumers whose away 
from  her business needs a man in her life, being 
encouraged and joked about  from her sister, 
Trish (Chelsea Handler) who her states on a 
date matching internet blog page. Where Lauren 
spots a possible connection to John Harrison that 
happens to be Foster’s spy buddy.
            Tuck and Lauren hit it off their meeting, 
While Foster happens to meet Lauren using his 
obnoxious self centered charm and persistence 
to force her to accept a date with him after 
disrupting her consumers’ presentation.
      Eventually back at CIA headquarters, when 
Foster and tuck begin to talk about the woman 
they’ve met. They soon realize they each are 
dating the same woman.              While Lauren 
thinks her life is suddenly on the upswing from 
having two different men dating her, unaware the 
guys know each other and decide not to tell her. 
        Instead, it goes into this ridiculous “man 
challenge” between Tuck and Foster who clearly 
have a better time with each other over working 
hard to prove to the other how right they are 
for her.  To improve her image and chance after 
eavesdropping on Lauren and Trish gab-fest on 
the guys. They use departmental man power and 
equipment for personal surveillance to bug and 
track Lauren’s apartment and aerial movement 
through the city with each guy. bugging her 
apartment.  Instead of tracking down the vengeful 
Henirich brother who has imported a Russian hit 
man to avenge his brother’s death. 
      Except for the usual high stylized action 
sequences, director Mc G continues to fall from 
the grace he achieved years ago with the big 
screen version of “Charlie’s Angels”. Making 
a high concept comedy from a pair of secret 
agents falling in love with an unsuspecting 
career woman doesn’t have any sharp wit and/
or sophiscated humor in its tired script that might 
have been better if modeled more like those Doris 
Day / Rock Hudson comedies of the 1960’s.
     Instead, if ever a mission should have been 
aborted.  “This Means War” turns out to be 
cinematic declaration for one of the worst 
comedies ever released so early in a new year. R; 
98min. A 20th Century Fox Pictures Release – 
Presented at selected theaters

THE MIGHTY MACS (**1/2)   An 
inspirational true story of one woman’s 
quest in making a difference. Cathy Rush 
(Carla Gugino) becomes the pioneering 
women’s basketball coach who arrives  
at  the tiny Immaculata College run by 
nuns with no money during the turbulent 
1970’s to  turn a group of women and a  
insecure nun to a championship team. G; 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

99min. Sony Pictures Home Video
Coming Soon to Home Video:
 Charlize Theron in “YoungAd

ult”arrivesMarch13Angelina Jolie’s 
directorial debut “In the Land of Blood 
and Honey” arrives March 27; director 
David Cronenberg psychological drama, 
“A Dangerous Method” due out March 
27…. :Like Crazy” arrives March 1. 

Woody Harrelson in Rampart
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage greystone 
building, newly renovated 2 and 4 bdrm 
apts, hrdwd floors, ceiling fans and jacuzzi. 
Completely remodeled kitchen cabinets, 
counter tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent 
and sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-6911.
APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

APT FOR RENT  Austin area, six rooms, 3 
bdrms, living/dining rm, $850 per month plus 
1 mo security, pay own utilities, near green 
line, call 773-287-3996 or 773-610-6332. WANT AD

Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

Exterminating business, 2 flat Building, 
plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. Current 
owner will work one year with new owner to 
keep present customer base happy. Call 312-
492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****

2 BDRM APT FOR RENT  1439 S. St 
Louis. $700 perr month plus security. Tenant 
pays utilities. Call 773/960-3817.

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

3BDRM  - AUSTIN AREA   Laundry 
facilities available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation. Call 773/517-
2474

LEGAL NOTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Business 
Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, 
that a certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County Clerk 
of Cook County under file No. 
D12128930 on October 26, 2011 
under the Assumed Name of  Destiny 
Daycare with the business located 119 
S. Paulina., Chicago, IL 60612. The 
true name and residence address of the 
Addition owner is Carmelia Smith 119 
S. Paulina., Chicago, IL 60612.

LEARN HOW TO USE 
AND RECEIVE A FREE 

REFURBISHED COMPUTER
ConneCted LivinG ComPuter traininG Comes to 

strateGiC human serviCes.
Free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a week  For 2 hours

100% attendanCe required to reCeive a Free ComPuter

aLso you must show ProoF that you reCentLy 
reCeived broadband or just PurChased it

reFurbished ComPuters avaiLabLe
 whiLe suPPLies Last

must be 18 years or oLder
Free ComPuter traininG even iF not quaLiFied For 

Free ComPuter.
CaLL For CLass hours and detaiLs

reGistrations are oPen to the PubLiC
CLasses For seniors

CLasses For younG aduLts
CLasses For veterans

no ComPuter knowLedGe neCessary
(312)492-9090

Her daughter, said Van Pelt, 
73, “Inherited my fortitude to not let 
anything stop you or prevent you from 
reaching your goal once you set your 
future on it.”

The former South Bend, Ind. 
resident and retired respiratory therapist, 
who has moved back to Chicago to 
support Van Pelt’s campaign, tells her 
own remarkable tale of perseverance 
toward self-improvement.  A grade 
school dropout, Delores earned her high 
school diploma at age 27 after sitting 
through hours of televised educational 
programming that offered thousands of 
Chicago working parents the opportunity 
to learn from home in the 60s and 
70s.  She went on to earn a degree in 
respiratory therapy, begin a career and 
become the rock of her family.

And she blazed a hard-won trail of 
commitment to triumph her daughter 
currently travels in her quest to fight for 
the people of the Fifth.

Not caring to speculate on the 
outcome of the primary race, which is 
tantamount to victory in November, Van 
Pelt says she has little doubt that if the 
people of the 5th District elect Van Pelt-
Watkins, they won’t have to wonder 
about who she would be working for.  
“(Patricia) has always cared about 
people and her community,” the mother 

said.  “She is truly anointed in her faith and she is 
committed to making the lives of all the people she 
serves better.”

Murder as the leading cost of death, 
plummeting housing values and a lack of a focused 
collective vision and leadership from those in 
political positions are among the primary issues 
facing the district in 2012, said Van Pelt-Watkins, 
who unsuccessfully ran for mayor of Chicago 
last year.  She also lost out to Collins in a contest 
among Democratic Party operatives for the senate 
appointment.

But next month’s March 20 election is 
ultimately the real contest for the job, as actual 
voters will make their preference known on the 
Democratic primary ballot that usually decides the 
winner in the fall.  Van Pelt-Watkins has little doubt 
those voters are ready for the decisive dedication 
and fighting spirit her personal history says she will 
bring to the job of championing their interests at the 
capitol.

To that end Van Pelt said, her daughter 
brings “a determined strength” to the challenge of 
succeeding next month and embarking on a journey 
of improvement for the district that will eventually 
allow a rider to take the No. 20 Madison bus from 
State Street and see little difference in the measures 
of progress from that end of the route to the other on 
Austin Boulevard.

Trail from page 4

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to “An 
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed Business 
Name in conduct or transaction of Business in the 
State,” as amended, that a certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County Clerk of Cook County 
under file No. D12129191 on February 17, 2012 under 
the Assumed Name of  Z Company with the business 
located 1211 S. Western, Suite 203, Chicago, IL 60608. 
The true name and residence address of the Addition 
owner is Zaki Muhammad 66 Taiyaum, China 03000.

3bdrms  - Austin Area   - 773-
517-2474 cell laundry facilities 
available tenant pays own heat, 
near public transportation, sec 8 
welcome , 773-287-7407

LEGAL NOTICE
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II


