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With pollution and 
contamination destroying nature in 
the worst way possible, Chicago’s 
professional landscapers, 
Charles and Brenda Redditt 
are turning litter into beautiful 
landscaping artwork by planting 
and decorating new plants into 
Chicago’s grittiest vicinities, in 
addition to spray painting artistic 
graffiti onto local buildings and 
other places that people take 
notice on a daily basis. Charles 
and Brenda do not landscape for 
money- they do it because they are 
passionate about making Chicago 
a beautiful place to live in once 
more. In the recent interview with 
North Lawndale Community 
News, Charles and Brenda Redditt 
talk about their inspiration of 
becoming landscapers, what 
inspired them to become involved 
with landscaping, and other things 
that will make those who are 
interested in landscaping want 
to keep their focus on turning 
something scary and out of place 
into something beautiful and eye-
catching. Plus, Alderman Walter 
Barnett tells us how he became 
involved with the FOCUS project 
and what motivated him to help 
the landscaping couple live out 
their dreams. 

NLCN: What does the 
acronym FOCUS stand for? 

Charles and Brenda Redditt: 

ChiCaGo LandsCaPers makes ChiCaGo Look 
BeautifuL aGain

Dana Rettig 
FOCUS stands for Finding Our 
Cause Under the Sun. Our main 
focus is to transform this large, 
green space into a community 
garden that will compliment our 
existing parkway community 
gardens along Franklin Boulevard 
that extends from East to West 
from Sacramento to Central Park 
Avenue, both north and south side 
of the boulevard. 

NLCN: What institution did 
you two attend for landscaping? 

C&B Redditt: We attended 
the Green Corp of Chicago 
Department of Environment. We 
graduated in 2005 in landscaping. 

NLCN: How long have you 
guys been landscaping? 

C&B Redditt:  We have been 
landscaping since 2006 and we 
love every minute of it. 

NLCN:  What inspired 
you two to get involved with 
landscaping? 

C&B Redditt: I think 
what inspired us to partake in 
landscaping is because we find 
landscaping very relaxing and 
therapeutic because it enhances 
a sound environment where 
there is beautification presented. 
We recycle and we don’t throw 
anything at all. The key is 
to challenge the interest into 
obtaining a skill and setting your 
mind into embracing the models we 
set on the boulevard. It also allows 

us to do outreach by doing tours 
and introducing them educational 
sections of landscaping. 

NLCN: Who can someone 
contact for educational 
landscaping information? 

C&B Redditt: They can 
contact Ms. Edde Jones at (312) 
746-9773 for more information on 
landscaping. 

NLCN: How did you get 
involved with the FOCUS project, 
Mr. Barnett? 

Ald. Walter Barnett: Green 
Corp. asked me to sign the papers 
to the Department to use public 
space to enhance the vicinities. 

I concurred to help Charles and 
Brenda with their project and the 
rest was history. 

NLCN:  What encouraged 
you to partake in the project with 
Charles and Brenda?

Ald. Walter Barnett: I saw 
that they were fearless in creating 
something beautiful and I respect 
that and I respect that to the fullest. 
They knew what they wanted and 
they made no apologies for it. 
For more information on Charles 
and Brenda Redditt’s landscaping 
business, go to bw71626@gmail.
com. 

Boxing Champion Knocks Competition Out with the 2012 Golden Glove Award
Dana Rettig 

Receiving respect and 
admiration as a professional boxer 
is one thing, but winning one of the 
biggest awards known to man is 
completely different from the usual. 
“Winning the Golden Glove Award 
is one the biggest things that has ever 
happened to me in my boxing career. 
It’s amazing because boxing legends 
such as [Muhammad Ali], Sugar Ray 
Leonard, Joe Louis and a few other 
iconic boxers had won the Golden 
Glove award, so attaining something 
this significant is beyond exciting; 
it’s a blessing,” he declared. Martez 
has fought many battles inside and 
outside of the ring, but despite of it 
all; his enemies always respected him 
and humility not just as a boxer but as 
a man, too.  Partaking in four rounds 
with boxer, Ken Johnson was far 
from easy, but he made it through the 
storm like the champion that he is.  

Although, Martez won the fight 
against Ken Johnson; he is even 
more motivated to keep collecting 
more rewards and respect from his 
peers than ever before. “The only 

Like the Grammy award 
winning rap artist, LL Cool J once 
crooned: ‘Mama said knock you out/ 
I’m gonna knock you out!’ And that 
is exactly what boxing champion, 
Martez McGregor did. He knocked 
his competitors out of the boxing 
ring with 16-0 knockouts- and he 
did it all at age twenty-one. There is 
truly no stopping Martez McGregor 
from taking over the boxing world. 
In fact, he’s just getting his boxing 
gloves ready for another round 
of showing the world what he is 
truly made of. “Honestly, I was 
an All-American football and 
baseball player before I became a 
professional boxer. I wasn’t much of 
an academic, because I was always 
in constant fights with my peers. I 
began boxing when I was younger, 
but I didn’t take it seriously because 
it wasn’t my thing at the time until 
a friend of mine had convinced me 
to get back in the boxing ring,” he 
says.  He resumed, “He told me that 
the urge to box is in me; I just have 
to release it,” he said.  

thing I have to say to my future 
competitors is work hard and good 
luck,” he concludes.

Of course, things were not 
always this simple. In fact, Martez 
had to sacrifice his social life just to 
maintain his sanity and notoriety as 
a professional boxer. Was it difficult 
to maintain focus on his status? Yes. 
Does he regret sacrificing his social 
life for the professional existence? 
“No. Actually, it made me a stronger 
individual as far as the mind and 
body is concerned,” he affirmed. 
“Besides, it’s all a part of the 
game, so why complain?”  Martez 
McGregor may possess boyish good 
looks, but he is also a young man 
who is not afraid to think outside of 
the box. “In the next two or more 
years, I see myself as an icon for 
the youth because there aren’t too 
many influential people nowadays,” 
he said.  “Hence, I plan on doing my 
fair share not just as professional 
fighter but as a person that people 
can admire and look up to based on 
what I’ve done for the community 
and more.” 

Martez McGregor
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68
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Twelve years have past since the New Millenium 
scare of the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, 
NLCN began by thanking God for making this newsletter 
possible. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is essential 
to a good life. Education is necessary for the pursuit of 
happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life. In 2011 Health and 
Education.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. As we 
struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the necessary 
choices that preserve and extend a healthy and abundant, 
spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, there is 
education (knowing) and the need to have the resources 
to act upon the knowledge for a better quality of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created to 
help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. That 
mission is to provide information on resources and events 
that improved the lifestyle of individuals and families. 
This is our primary objective that includes all of the 
sub-objectives that help to reach that primary objective. 
There is a saying that if your’re not sure where your’re 
going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- and not 
even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the focus 
of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2012 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date May 17, 2012

Free Training in Community Journalism!

News Literacy
You Should Know It First!

For More Information
Call 312-492-9090

Black & White Prints - 10 cents each
 Black & White Copies - 10 cents Each
Color Prints - 35 cents each
Color Copies - 35 cents Each copy

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL
312 492-9090

1211 S. Western Ave, Ste 203

RULES TO FOLLOW WHEN HIRING AN ELECTRICIAN

1. Don’t try to do it yourself
2. Dont hire a handyman to do electrical work
3. Don’t pay too much
4. Call Harrison Electrical to schedule a  
FREE consultation before you start

HARRISON ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Licensed - Insured
CALL NOW - (773) 216-6474

Get Tickets to the Green 
Festival at Navy Pier

Sat. & Sun. May 5th & 6th
Call 312 492-9090
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Honestly, even though I am 54 years old, 
sometimes, on a robustly nice, warm sunny day, I 
feel like a teenager again and get a fleeting notion 
to pop an impromptu somersault to display my 
youthful vigor.

That notion passes quickly, however, when I 
realize I do not have time to be 13 again.  When I 
did have the time it lasted only a year, so there is 
no need or reason to burn another minute trying 
to recapture yesteryears.  It is tough enough 
hanging on to today as it rampages toward 
tomorrow.

I bring up this little bit of personal 
philosophy because this morning, while dropping 
my child off to school, I took particular interest 
in the cafeteria conversation between the lady 
who oversees the morning meal and the school 
custodian.  After shouting at a male child in the 
dining room to remove his cap, the cafeteria 
monitor turned to the janitor seated in front of 
her with a cap on his head, and immediately told 
him to also remove his headwear “because you 
are supposed to be setting an example” for the 
school’s boys.

“Well, I’m not a boy,” the incorrigible 
custodian replied.  “I can now only show them 
how a man behaves.  A man can keep his hat on 
if he likes.”

At that point I turned to the monitor and 
pointed out the janitor was on point with my 
own thinking on the matter of adults behaving 
like they wish their children to.  Little can be 
gained in my book by men and women behaving 
like children.  We have enough of the kind of 
mess that makes in Washington, D.C. than to be 
spreading it all over the country.

A better idea in my book is for parents to 
teach their children the distinction between 
childhood and adulthood.  Because “Do what 
I say” is not a bad lesson for any child to learn 

from its parent(s).  In fact, it is critical—a whole 
lot more critical than pretending adults are tied to 
the same behavior expectations of children.  For 
that foolishness easily works both ways, with 
the adult more than likely adopting childlike 
behavior rather than the child improving its own.

“I set the example for my kids when I was a 
child,” I said, joining the custodian in the debate.  
“I let my momma be the grown-up, and I just did 
like she said.  I did not expect her set a childish 
example for me.

“I just did what she told me to and when 
she told me without question.  Otherwise, there 
would be only one answer to expect—a swift 
and stern reminder to do what she said and do it 
sooner than later.”

In other words, if the children dictate adult 
behavior, then who’s actually doing the training?

Some other thoughts:
Insubordinate Marine Booted
Now that the Marine Corps has given the 

boot to Sergeant Gary Stein for spouting off 
on his Facebook page about how he would not 
follow the orders of the president among other 
derogatory comments regarding his commander 
in chief, I am left with only one question about 
the whole rotten fiasco:  What took them so long?

I guess because Stein expressed a sentiment 
that pleased a whole lot of white folks in this 
country, and some politicians were loathed to 
offend them simply to support a black leader.   
Expect a lot worse from Stein and his supporters 
before the fall.

And for all those Obama detractors shouting 
about the insubordinate Marine’s free speech 
rights, I can personally respond by recalling my 
tours of duty in the 70s when it was base policy 
at Camp Lejeune that no more than three or 
four black Marines could congregate together 
because of the racial tensions of that era.  Free 

speech is for civilians, who are 
also jobless, homeless, childless 
and otherwise irresponsible to 
anyone for what they say.  Even 
then, the law may say different.  

Prejudging World Peace
I am not going to call any 

names, Magic Johnson among 
them, but I was so disappointed 
at all the African American 
NBA commentators dogging 
and prejudging the former Ron 
Artest (today’s Metta World 
Peace) for the elbow blow the 
now suspended L.A. Lakers 
forward hit Oklahoma City 
player James Harden with 
during their game Sunday (April 
22).  I mean, talk about holding 
a man’s past against him without 
any real facts of the motivations 
behind the present circumstance.

Let me tell you something:  
I spent quite a bit of time in 
prison with hundreds of black 
brothers who get the same kind 
of prejudgment when they enter 
a courthouse anywhere in this 
country.  Never mind serving 
your time and bygones becoming 
bygones.  I can understand 
David Stern admitting he was 
prejudiced in suspending Peace 
for seven games, but I don’t care 
how much money or success 
you enjoy in this country, if you 
are black, prejudging anybody 
should be the last thing out your 
mouth.

Just saying.

LANE CHANGE: More than Modeling 
Behavior, Adults Should Train Children

A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - The1tlane@yahoo.com
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Sitting in her car in the left lane 
heading west at the red light at West 
Madison St. and Karlov Ave. Saturday 
afternoon, West Side mother of five 
and expectant grandmother Shirley 
Profit and her daughter, Shuntavia 
Coburn, watched nonchalantly as the 
No. 20 Madison CTA bus pulled beside 
them on the right, obscuring the view 
of the local McDonald’s restaurant.

But in a split second before the 
light would change or the bus move, 
a speeding dark blue 1996 Plymouth 
Voyager van flashed from nowhere 
and plowed into the left corner of the 
bus with a force that spun the van and 
slammed its rear into Profit’s white 

BABY SHOWER SHOPPING LEADS TO CRASH
14 People Injured In Weekend Accident Involving CTA Bus

Travles R. Lane

2001 Olds Alero, smearing it with 
paint and a number of dents.   

“He came from nowhere,” Profit 
said of the van’s driver, as firefighters, 
several Chicago Police officers and as 
many CTA officials processed the scene 
and assessed the accident, which sent 
14 people to area hospitals on a brisk, 
sunny afternoon.  Luckily, neither 
Profit nor Coburn, 21, was seriously 
hurt, though Profit said she plans to see 
a doctor later for a hip pain.

The driver of the van and several 
bus passengers, however, were not 
fortunate enough to be able to wait.

Two people, including the van’s 
driver, were seriously injured and a 

dozen other passengers of Bus #1439 
were transported to area hospitals 
after emergency authorities responded 
to the crash, which occurred around 
12:20 p.m.

As of noon Thursday (April 26), 
CPD officials report no charges have 
been filed in connection with the 
accident.  Neither were any names of 
the other victims released.

The Chicago Fire Department 
issued an Emergency Medical 
Services Plan 1, which sends at least 
six ambulances to a scene, according 
to an online Chicago Tribune report.  
The report also said a CFD spokesman 
Will Knight said two people were taken 

in serious-to- critical condition to Mt. 
Sinai Hospital at 15th and California.  
The twelve other passengers were 
transported in good-to-serious 
condition, the report said.

“We were on our way home,” 
said Profit, a certified nurse’s assistant 
at Oak Park Healthcare at 625 N. 
Harlem.  “We had been out shopping 
for a baby shower for my son.  No, our 
day didn’t quite go as planned.”

Profit said the driver, a middle-
aged African American man, appeared 
hurt “badly” and in pain before he was 
taken from the scene.  “He lay over on 
his side; he was hollering,” she said.

“He hit that bus pretty hard.”

Little Damage:  Shirley Profit (left) describes accident to 
CTA officials as daughter, Shuntavia Coburn, looks on. Total loss:  1996 Plymouth Voyager van was demolished when it 

rear ended CTA bus Saturday (April 21).
Multiple Injuries:  Emergency workers remove one of 13 injured 
passengers from CTA bus.
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

We make 
prom 

dresses 
and  

design &  
tailor any 

kind of 
clothes

Senior 
Citizens
Veterans, 

& Students 
10% 

discount

My grandfather use to say, “If you 
don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for 
anything.” How appropriate this wisdom 
in the wake of the Trayvon Martin 
tragedy. Trayvon was shot and killed by 
a neighborhood watch captain posing as 
a self-appointed neighborhood vigilante. 
The shooter, George Zimmerman, told a 
911 operator, Trayvon, who was wearing 
a white hooded sweatshirt, appeared 
suspicious, before fatally wounding him. 

My question is:  Is there a 2 tiered 
system of justice in America based upon 
race?  As an African American male I’m 
inclined to believe there is. According to 
a recently published book, The New Jim 
Crow, by Michelle Alexander, “There are 
more black men in prison than enslaved 
in 1850.”  

Accordingly, a report by the renowned 
Advancement Project concluded: “Black 
men in prison in America have become as 
American as apple pie.  There are more 
black men in prisons and jails in the 
United States (about 1.1 million) than 
there are black men incarcerated in the 
rest of the world combined.”

This writer was arrested in the late 
80’s by the United States Secret Service 
(the people who protect the president 
of the United States and currently 
weathering a firestorm of controversy), on 
a charge of aiding and abetting fraud of 
a previous employer.  The case was later 
dismissed by what prosecutors called a 
case of mistaken identity.  By the grace 
of God and a sharp attorney, I was able to 
put the incident behind me.  I swore on the 
day of my release I would do everything 
within my power to dispel the myth that 
African American males are pre-disposed 
to violence and crime. 

I know first-hand, because of my 
incident, what it’s like to be subjected to 
scorn, ridicule and slander in the face of 

complete innocence. 
I can identify with Trayvon Martin to 

that extent, however, my prayers go out to 
his parents having lost a son to a vigilante, 
cowering behind Sanford, Florida’s “stand 
your ground law.” As Executive Director 
of an after school mentoring program, 
From Boys To Men Network Foundation 
Inc., and author of a recently published 
book, Thanks Dad!, designed to address 
“parental” issues confronting African 
Americans, specifically males, with a 
view to parental responsibility, 

I’m confident progress is being made.  
However, African American parents can 
no longer sit by and wait for our “day of 
reckoning,” we must find new avenues to 
police ourselves and our communities by 
saying no to drugs, crime and acceptance 
of decadent lyrics in rap music making 
reference to women as bitches and ho’s.  

No, George Zimmerman has not had 
the last word because evil triumphs only 
when good men and women of all faiths, 
races and cultures in urban centers of 
America do nothing. 

BLaCk Parents:  Let’s make 
the death of trayvon 

martin stand for somethinG!
By Stanley G Buford

Even though God has given us 
the free will to explore conceptions of 
love, life, self- identity, and many other 
things that keep human beings of the 
free world under wrap of what is yet 
to come, the Bible does not tell us to 
give God half of our love and devotion. 
Instead, The Bible stated to give Him 
all the praise and admiration that He 

truly deserves because if not, He will 
surely give us the eternal lesson of a 
lifetime.  In the play, When You Could, 
You Wouldn’t, Lusty LaRue (Priscy) 
and Sheila Showoff (Brenda) are 
competing against each other based on 
who is prettier than who and who can 
receive the most dates in church instead 
of focusing on what is more significant 
and that is placing their undivided 
attention to God, in addition to praising 
Him for all the good things He has done 
in their lives.  In the second section of 
the play, the church members decide 
to hold a meeting at Sister Sometime’s 
house for coffee, gossip and prayer.   In 
the midst of prepping for the meeting, 
Sister Sometime tells the audience how 
she doesn’t like the fact that her church 
members are always looking through 
her things along with the ridiculous 
questions they asks based on her 
personal life and more. Meanwhile, her 
lover begins to emotionally manipulate 
Sister Sometime by telling her that she 
is nothing without him and that she 
cannot find another man better than him. 

Like R&B singer, Mary J. Blige; 
she, too, cannot seem to let go of Mr. 

Play Review of When You 
Could, You Wouldn’t

Dana Rettig 

See Review page 7

Cast of When You Could, You Wouldn’t
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THE RAVEN (**) There isn’t much of a need to 
“quote” this raven, nevermore. Because this movie 
that is misleading by its title; is not intended as 
another film adaptation to the Edgar Allan Poe short 
story.  
         Even though factually bookended by the prone 
to the heavy drinking Poe (John Cusack) who was 
found dead on a park bench, Oct. 7, 1849; the film 
dramatizes the last days  leading up to his demise 
through a fictional  who done-it exploit. 
         In which considered past his prime, the alcoholic 
Poe is reduced to writing poetry articles for a local 
newspaper to print to support his habit. When he 
suddenly finds himself summon to assist Baltimore 
police official, Fields (Luke Evans) to find and stop 
a Jack the Ripper-type serial killer who commits his 
murders based on Poe’s books
         The film opens with a mother and daughter brutally 
killed inside a locked room that is investigated by 
Fields who recognizes the crime scene from Poe’s 
novel, “Murders in the Rue Morgue”. 
         And soon after this incident, a rival writer gets 
the “The Pit and the Pendulum” treatment, being 
strapped down and gutted in half by the swinging 
guillotine. Where the writer cries out the movie’s 
only intentionally amusing line “But I’m only a 
critic!”  Soon after, the killer sets his sights on Emily 
Hamilton, a lovely heiress that Poe was secretly 
engaged to; against her gun-toting father (Brendan 
Gleeson) who holds a masquerade party in her honor 
where she is abducted and buried alive somewhere 
in a coffin.
         It’s an interesting “what if” premise to have the 
horror novelist highlighting his pinnacle for drinking 
to somewhat find himself working out of his realm. 
         Perhaps it would have been too close and 
familiar. If the  real life novelist were mystery writer 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to step his fictional  sleuth 
character of his book to solve a who-done-it crime 
being committed by a serial killer who duplicates his 
cases from his books.
         Instead, we settle for Edgar Allan Poe trying to 
be amateur Sherlock Holmes here in a race against 
time that becomes anti-climatic. In his quest to find 
the whereabouts of his beloved; while being made to 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

eventual sacrifice his own 
life for her, when he learns 
the killer’s identity.
        But the proceedings 
in this film handled by 
director John McTeigue 
seem to ramble on, making 
the film seem longer than 
its running time. 
         It becomes apparent 
the killer is committing 
these crimes to push the 
drunken author to write 
his greatest work in the 
newspaper to prove the 
author hasn’t lose his 
literature touch. . Kind of 
a weak excuse for Poe to 
realize that he still “got it”.

         So when his identity is revealed to Poe. The 
killer refuses to reveals Emily’s whereabouts that are 
also right under his nose, literally. Until Poe agrees 
to the killer’s command to drink some poison in 
exchange for her life to be spared.
         But we all know criminals in the movies most 
of the time don’t have no honor in their words. 
Therefore, Poe is left in a race against time to find 
Emily before he later reaches the park bench where 
soon after he’s found dead from his heavy drinking. 
Leaving Fields to avenge Poe’s death from his last 
words that leads to tracking down the killer in Paris.
           Perhaps a bitter title might have been “Edgar 
Allan Poe meets Jack the Ripper “. As the premise 
sounds a bit like the 1979 film “Time after Time” 
(without the time travel angle) in which  H.G. Wells 
uses his time machine to track down “Jack the 
Ripper” in the 1970’s .
        Totally committed as a who-done it; “The 
Raven” is the first out of the gate of a coming movie 
trend that places real historic figure in a preposterous 
situation like this summer’s “Abraham Lincoln, 
Vampire Hunter”. 
            Still, movies in general are about acceptance 
on their terms. But if you enjoy a descent who-done 
it until something better comes along. You may 
not quote “The Raven”, but it offers some merit 
as a mediocre melodrama thriller. R; 97min. A 
Relatively Media Picture Release – Presented at 
selected theaters  
    THE PIRATES! BAND OF MISFITS (**1/2) 
A steady stream of amusement and spirited action 
manage to keep this claymation animated feature 
afloat enough to engage the kids while the adults find 
their humor playing off  historic figures like Jane 
Austen and the  Elephant Man aka  Joseph Merrick 
and inside jokes in this seafaring farce about a rag 
tag crew of pirates led by their inept, ineffective 
and generically named Pirate Captain (Hugh Grant 
in his first animated voice- over role) who might 
fancy himself as a rogue or scalawag like live-
action Captain Sparrow from those “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” movies.
          However quite the opposite;  the dim-witted 

Pirate Captain and his loyal crew are seafaring 
losers in life at sea as well as on dry land, who get 
more excited over “ham  night” than being able to 
search out victims to rob and plunder for their booty  
treasure.            Still above all, what Pirate Captain 
ever wanted from life is to win at something, even if 
it’s just one time.  This is the underlining them that 
somehow gets lost in the shuffle here. 
         So when the Pirate King (Brian Blessed) 
announces the annual Pirate of the Year Awards 
competition.  Pirate Captain travels to Blood Island 
to sign the entry form, intending to win this year 
over all the consecutive loses he has endured against 
his better villainous competitors, Peg Leg Hastings 
(Lenny Henry), Cutlass Liz (Salma Hayek) and  
Black Bellamy (Jeremy Piven).Each making their 
grand entrance at the  sign-in while mocking Pirate 
Captain’s participation in this piracy contest.
           Clearly out of his league, but not where it 
counts most from his supportive crew led by No. 2 
(Martin Freeman). Still at the outset, Pirate Captain 
only encounters ships of plague, orphan kids and 
ghosts, but no gold! Pirate Captain begins to consider 
hanging up his pirating. 
         When he’s encouraged by No. 2 to make one 
last ship attack, which happens to be on a scientific 
vessel run by Charles Darwin (David Tennant) 
searching for rare animals that might fulfill his 
desperate goal of a woman to love him, in the form 
of Queen Victoria (Imelda Staunton) who publicly 
dislikes all pirates that try to enter London circa 1837 
because they are obsolete.
         While it’s Darwin that makes Pirate Captain 
realizes he already has something of “untold riches” 
in his possession. When his ship’s fat parrot, Polly 
turns out to be a rare dodo bird that Darwin tries 
to use his mute chimp, Mr. Bobo who makes his 
remarks on cue cards; to steal the bird from Pirate 
Captain in his mansion, Only to have Pirate Captain 
takes the credit away from Darwin at the Science 
Competition posing as a scientist. 
         The Pirate Captain figures under his disguise 
the bird would be worth enough to win the Pirate of 
the Year award. But he’s further tricked by Queen 
Victoria who pardons him as a pirate and gives a 
mountain of gold in exchange for the bird.
         Once exposed by Black Bellamy (Jeremy Piven) 
at the award ceremony, Pirate Captain gets stripped 
from being a pirate, and later realizing the mistake 
that also has effect his relationship with his crew. 
         Until Pirate Captain and Charles Darwin both 

realized they were duped by Queen Victoria who 
wanted the bird for her Rare Creature Dining Club 
on her elaborate ship with her ruling class dignitaries 
that Pirate Captain sets out to rescue.
        As energetic and appealing as this film can be; 
“The Pirates! Band of Misfits” occasionally misfires 
here and there. As it comes up with varied pleasurable 
moments and characters that holds the film together, 
but doesn’t make the movie memorable enough. It’s 
more of a light hearted and amusing romp without 
much sword play. PG; 88min. A Columbia Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters.
   THE FIVE YEAR ENGAGEMENT (***)  Co-
writer and star Jason Segal and director Nicholas 
Stoller set out to flip the script without changing the 
end result and. or losing its raunchy edge for amusing 
and descriptive vulgarity. 
         “The Five Year Engagement” begins in the 
manner most romantic comedies end. But their 
happy ending is only the beginning for what almost 
destroys the long delayed nuptials between sous 
chef, Tom Solomon (Jason Segal) who met future 
psychology student Violet Barnes (Emily Blount) at 
a “Make Up Your Own Superhero” costume party on 
New Year’s Eve in San Francisco.
          This romantic to raunchy romp follows the 
young couple who have their plans and wedding 
continuously disrupted, indefinitely postponed 
and altered by their relatives, friends and their own 
circumstances. Until they ultimately realize how 
much they mean to each other in the end.
         The film opens the way it ultimately ends through 
a nervous proposal: First it’s Tom unable to hide the 
secret of an elaborate scheme set up at a restaurant 
bar where Tom works with his outspoken and playful 
younger brother, Alex (Chris Pratt) and offers the 
engagement ring on the rooftop  overlooking the 
golden gate bridge.
          But later after Tom and Violet’s engagement 
party, Alex hooks up with Violet’s sister, Suzie 
(Alison Brie) overnight that their older siblings know 
should not have happened. 
          Yet, when Suzy reveals to Violet that she is 
pregnant by Alex This unlikely pairing manages to 
get married and have their first baby that pushes back 
Tom and Violet’s wedding plans.
           Then Violet receives good news in the form 
of an acceptance letter to study at the University of 
Michigan that she knows would disrupts Tom’s plans 

Wrong. Finally, everyone from church 
arrives at Sister Sometime’s house 
and begins to pray. The phone rings in 
the middle of prayer. Sister Sometime 
answers the phone and begins to 
cry and shout consequently. She has 
found out that Sheila Showoff has 
died.  Everyone in the room is stunned 
about the shocking news of Showoff’s 
demise. Lusty, of course, is the one who 
takes Sheila’s death the hardest- or so it 
seems. The play goes into intermission 
and that is when the audience becomes 
more excited with church music and 
praise dances by Men of Valor. After 
the music and praise dances have faded, 
the play resumes with the third section 
of the play, the church pastor (Michael) 
is saying good things about Sheila and 
her love for God. Everyone in church is 
saddened except Jerome because he is 
too busy flirting with other women, not 
knowing that God does not like ugly- 
and He is not too fond of pretty, either.  
Lastly, the play ends with Jerome, Lusty 
LaRue and Sheila Showoff getting 
ready for Judgment Day. Lusty made it 
to Heaven because she had changed her 

life for God while Sheila and Jerome 
did not make it to Heaven because they 
have given God half of their devotion 
as well as not following His rules and 
regulations. 

In conclusion, when you do not 
give God the glory, be prepared to face 
the consequences of the after life. 

Review from  page 5

Cast of When You Could, You Wouldn’t
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1150 Call 
(773) 505-3642

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

WANT AD
Receptionist needed for A1 Garfield 
Extermination. Must have office 
experience, type at least 45 words per 
minute, typing test given, pass a drug 
test, background check, no felons, salary 
negotiable, day time hours, need ASAP 
Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

BUSINESS FOR 
SALE

EXTERMINATING BUSINESS, 2 flat 
Building, plus 3 lots. asking price $725,000. 
Current owner will work one year with new 
owner to keep present customer base happy. 
Call 312-492-9090 for information.

*Referrals 

* Resume Assistance

***** Refreshments Will  Be Served *****

2 BDRM APT (2 FLAT BLDG.) NEAR 
AUSTIN AREA FOR RENT  Newly 
remodeled kitchen including cabinets, counter 
tops and double stainless steel sink. Newly 
remodeled bathroom including toilet, vanity 
and ceramic flrs.Enclosed backporch, ceiling 
fans and sanded hrdwd flrs.Near green line. 
Appliances available. Tenant pays utilities. 
$705/month Call Bob at 708/539-1730

LEARN HOW TO USE 
AND RECEIVE A FREE 

REFURBISHED COMPUTER
ConneCted LivinG ComPuter traininG Comes to 

strateGiC human serviCes.
free 12 hour - 6 week Course 1 day a week  for 

2 hours

100% attendanCe required to reCeive a free 
ComPuter

aLso you must show Proof that you reCentLy 
reCeived BroadBand or just PurChased it

refurBished ComPuters avaiLaBLe

 whiLe suPPLies Last

must Be 18 years or oLder

free ComPuter traininG even if not quaLified 
for free ComPuter.

CaLL for CLass hours and detaiLs

reGistrations are oPen to the PuBLiC

CLasses for seniors

CLasses for younG aduLts - CLasses for 
veterans

no ComPuter knowLedGe neCessary

(312)492-9090

3BDRM NORTH LAWNDALE 18th & 
Karlov, 2nd fl. Sec. 8 OK. 3bdrm , 1.5 bath, 
stove/refridgerator/heat included. 773/495-
4400

WE BUY 
HOUSES

CA$H 
Any condition, 

Any price range. 
Even if you owe 

more than its 
worth. 

Walk Away 
Today! 

773-934-3706

FLICKS from  page 6

LEGAL NOTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to “An Act in relation to the 
use of an Assumed Business Name in 
conduct or transaction of Business in the 
State,” as amended, that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned with the 
County Clerk of Cook County under 
file No. D12129775 on April 3, 2012 
under the Assumed Name of  Love, Dia 
Couture & Fashion with the business 
located 4700 S. Lake Park Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60615. The true name 
and residence address of the owner is 
Delcia Norwood 4700 S. Lake Park 
Avenue #1203, Chicago, IL 60615.

3BDRM 1ST FL. APT FOR RENT 
with attached basement, laundry facilities, 
washer/dryer, security system, 1 garage 
space, updated light fixtures, hrdwd flrs 
and dishwasher. Stove and refrigerator 
included. North Lawndale area. Available 
May 16th. Call Samantha at 773/814-6896
LOVELY HUGE 2 BDRM APT 
LOCATED IN NORTH LAWNDALE 
Lrg master bdrm with walk in closet, 
dishwasher, stove, fridge, washer/dryer 
hookup, cable ready, hrdwd flrs, lrg 
windows, section 8 welcome. 1300 South 
3000 West. Call Mr. Johnson for an appt. 
773/979-7975

at owning his own restaurant one day. 
          But trying to be flexible and 
understanding that her studies would last 
two years. Tom agrees to put his career 
and wedding plans on hold for his fiancée. 
          But while Violet begins her classes 
with psychology Professor Winton (Rhys 
Ifans) trying to prove her “donut theory” 
through a group of seniors that’s being 
also observed by her classmates that 
includes Kevin Hart, hot off his current 
“Think Like a Man” success whose less 
of a loud mouth here but has his amusing 
moments in a more low key manner.
           Tom searches through the small 
Michigan town for a restaurant job 
that he’s either over qualified or below 

minimum wages. He settles for a job at 
a sandwich shop. But he’s clearly not 
happy living and working in the Midwest.
           But like in San Francisco, Tom finds 
himself surrounded by a few eccentric 
characters in Michigan that provide many 
amusing, often vulgar  responses that also 
helps fill out the comedy.         
           Until Tom develops alternative 
personality out of depression and 
feeling trapped in Michigan. Looking 
closer to Grizzly Adams or Jeremiah 
Johnson when he lets his beard grow and 
provides numerous forms of deer meat 
preparations from his hunting expeditions 
with sweater knitter, Bill (Chris Parnell) 
for the family dinner visit with Alex and 
Suzie and their kids.
           Still, it’s only a matter of time 
before Tom returns back to San Francisco 
working at the same restaurant with Alex 
again. When Violet receives news her 
“post-doc” term at the university has 
been extended, due in part to Violet’s 
experiment that helped arranged funding 
approval and further tells Tom about the 
kiss she got from her professor that puts 
an indefinite hold on their marriage.  
            But while Tom toils unhappy 
with his brother at the restaurant. Alex 
does him a favor by firing him, in order 
to make Tom pursue his own restaurant 
dream, by first developing a taco truck 
business. 
           Then Violet receives a promotion 
to assistant professor that she ultimately 
realizes was not based on being the best 
with her “donut theory”.  The promotion 
was arranged by her professor to keep her 

from leaving Michigan.
            There is a line in the film that is 
used as a metaphor that is told to Violet 
by a frustrated Tom being a little late with 
his honesty in their relationship: “It’s not 
the age of the donut that matters…it’s the 
flavor!
             It’s one of those moments that 
should have been realized sooner than 
it was given in the film. But for us the 
audience, there is a reasonable question 
to ask. Considering all the obstacles Tom 
and Violet allow them to endure in a quiet 
grim state While several grandparents 
periodically die off from waiting for the 
couple to wed.
             One can’t help but wonder, why 
don’t they just elope? But that is the 
problem with most romantic comedies 
on relationships. Even when the two 
characters know deep inside they are 
meant for  each other. They still put 
themselves through this “waiting period” 
for whatever reason that delays the 
inedible.
             But “The Five Year Engagement” 
sustains itself through its laughter that 
runs into a hilarious Muppet inspired 
moment between Suzy and Violet having 
an argument doing Cookie Monster and 
Elmo –like voices for the sake of the kids 
in the room. 
            Eventually, Tom and Violet run 
into each other after another family 
related funeral to finally admit what 
we knew and would lead to another 
wedding proposal.  Clearly, likeable and 
laughable that makes up for the film’s 
short comings to deliver an entertaining 
and hilarious movie. R; 124min. A 
Universal Pictures Release – Presented 
at selected theaters   
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

II


