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On Saturday, August 27th, 
Alderman Michael Chandler, The 
North Lawndale Newspaper, and 
the New Genesis Pastors Alliance 
partnered up to bring fun and 
excitement to North Lawndale 
by way of the Taste of North 
Lawndale which was a back to 
school event for the children and 

the taste of north LawndaLe brings a sPark of Positive energy to the Community
taLi bakhit

community.  Over 1000 people of 
the West side community came 
together to enjoy the festivities 
of the Taste of North Lawndale, 
where food was given away along 
with school supplies for children 
who were going back to school all 
throughout Douglas Park on the 
corner of Ogden and Sacramento.  

Local community leaders took 
time to come out and enjoy the 
fun with community.  Amongst 
the local leaders who attended 
the event were Congressman 
Danny Davis, Alderman Michael 
Chandler, Representative Arthur 
Turner Jr. and Patricia Van 
Pelt-  Watkins who is exploring 
running for Senate for the 5th 
district.  Children spoke out in 

excitement about the event while 
the parents enjoyed the peaceful 
event, ate, and watched the stage 
performances.  

The children enjoyed 
themselves while horse back 
riding and jumped up and down 
on the blues clues jumping bag.  
Many children spoke out about 
the importance of events like the 

Taste of North Lawndale being 
consistent in the North Lawndale 
area.  Eight year old Aniyah Gates 
said “I got a princess book bag, a 
ruler, a pencil, and some bracelets, 
I had so much fun today.”  While 
13 year old Tiana Easton said that 
the most important part about her 
involvement with the Taste of 

Alderman Michael Chandler and Congressman Danny Davis with the youth

Children of North Lawndale

See Taste page 5

Governor Pat Quinn came 
to North Lawndale to announce 
a capital funds project that will 
help to improve health care 
access in underserved/low income 
communities which will create 
more jobs.  One of the major 
projects that will be granted funds, 
is the up and coming Lawndale 
Christian Health Center which 
is an extension of the health care 
center that is located at 3860 W. 
Ogden Ave.  Quinn says that about 
150 jobs will be created due to 
the building up of the new health 
care center.  Constituents, business 
owners and the local leadership of 
the North Lawndale area joined 
together to hear what Governor 
Quinn had to say about the 
conditions of health care and the 
lack of jobs in the area, and how 
these problems will be resolved 
based on the $30.5 million budget 
that will be released for the state 
of Illinois.   

CEO of the Lawndale 
Christian Health Center Bruce 
Miller, says “This new project 
is based on honoring our Lord, 
by trying to make us a healthier 
community.” The 60 thousand 
square foot building, is expected 
to open in December of 2011, 
and according to Miller it will 
help the community in four ways.  
The first way that it will help the 
community is that it will have 

Governor Quinn Speaks To The People Of North 
Lawndale About The $30.5 Million In Capital Funds

Tali Bakhit

15 dental chairs, it has already 
created some jobs in reference to 
the construction and will create 
about 150 jobs for the community, 
it will create a since of confidence 
for the community, and there will 
be a track and work out center 
for people to come in and work 
out.  The Capital Development 
Board is responsible for making 
the new Lawndale Christian 
Health Center happen.  According 
to Representative Arthur Turner 
Jr. the new Lawndale Christian 
Health Center is the first of 
it’s kind, Turner says “This is 
wonderful, not only are the capital 
funds being released to help put 
resources back into the community, 
but this is a building which is 
first of it’s kind with geothermal 
technology, totally efficient, and 
it’s going to provide a great health 
care source and wellness center 
for the people.”  Representative 
Turner has been named the 
geothermal representative by 
Governor Quinn due to his savvy 
in green technology.  Geothermal 
technology is a type of technology 
that relates to energy from 
the earth, it heats, cools and 
provides electricity for an inside 
environment by way of moving 
heat energy to and from the earth.  
It is considered to be economically 
viable in any geographic location 
and the United States ranks number 

two in terms of usage with China 
ranking as number one in usage .  
Geothermal technology is being 
used in order to replace the high 
dependency on fossil fuels which 
contributes to global warming. 
(See: http://geothermal.marin.
org/pwrheat.html  or http://data.
un.org/Browse.aspx?d=EDATA)  
To add to Representative Turner’s 
remark on the Lawndale Christian 
Health Center being the first of it’s 
kind, Governor Quinn says that the 
Lawndale Christian Health Center 
is currently the only site here in the 
State of Illinois who’s facility fully 

uses geothermal energy.
Governor Quinn said that 

his journey of helping to provide 
affordable health care to those in 
need started in 2001, where he and 
his doctor----Dr. Young decided to 
take a tour of the city of Chicago.  
Quinn also made mention that 
Dr. Young provided health care 
services to Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. when he was a resident 
in the Chicago area.  During this 
time Dr. King fought for the rights 
of people in need of health care 
because it was a field in which 

Governor Quinn signs the US Flag on The Lawndale Christian Health Center 
Site

on video

PAGE - 6



          The North Lawndale Community News      September 1 - September 7, 2011Page 2

ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
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Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $25.00 for 3 
months. $45.00 for 6 months  $75.00 for 1 year 

$125 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date September 15, 2011
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

CEILING FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each 
Color Prints - 35 

cents each
Color Copies - 35 
cents Each copies

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090
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black people were discriminated against.  
Quinn says that his mission is about making 
sure that all residents of Illinois receive 
the best quality health care.  Apart of this 
journey makes inclusive the American 
Recovery and Re-investment Act (ARRA) 
of 2009 which was signed in February of 
2009 by President Obama, which focus is 
to create jobs immediately, and to invest 
in healthcare, green energy, and education.  
Quinn says “Too many colored people in 
our state do not have access to high class, 
top notch health care and we are going to do 
something about it.”  The local leadership 
who stood along side of Governor Quinn 
in agreement with the building up of the 
Lawndale Christian Health Center were 
Commissioner Robert Steele, Alderman 
Michael Chandler, Representative Arthur 
Turner, and Congressman Danny Davis.  
Congressman Danny Davis says “I am 
proud that five of the centers that will receive 
funds are within the 7th congressional 
district---we will get about $10 million in 
the 7th congressional district on this day 
because the community health centers 
are the most effective way of delivering 
quality comprehensive health care to low 
income people in our country.”    About $3 
million of the capital funds will be given 
to the Lawndale Christian Health Center in 
order to provide quality health care to the 
community and jobs for the constituents of 
the North Lawndale Community.  

The 14 community health centers 
that will receive grants through the 
capital funds project are as follows: 

1. The Lawndale Christian Health 
Center: $3 million

2. The Erie Family Health Center: $2.2 
million

3. Central Counties Health Center: $3 
million

4. Rural Health Inc.: $1.74 million
5. Asian Human Services Family 

Health Center: $2.18 million
6. Christian Community Health Center: 

$3million
7. Heartland International Health 

Center, Chicago: $3 million
8. Community Health Improvement 

Center, Champaign: $363,390

Quinn from front page

9. Alivio Medical Center, Berwyn: $3 
million

10. PCC Community Wellness Center: 
$691, 299

11. Aunt Marsha’s Service Center: 
$641,097  

12. Shawnee Health Service and 
Development Corporation, Carbondale: 
$1.9 million

13. Mercy Family Health Center: $3 
million

14. Greater Elgin Family Care Center: 
$2.67 million

For more information about the 
Capital Funds Project log on to: http://
www.cdb.state.il.us/

The West sides local leadership 

The Economic Policy Institute (EPI) 
is a nonprofit Washington D.C. think 
tank that was designed to tackle the 
issues involving low- and middle-income 
workers. In fact, its website says that “EPI 
was the first—and remains the premier—
think tank to focus on the economic 
condition of low- and middle-income 
Americans and their families.”

EPI’s website, www.epi.org, also 
says that the organization deals with 
such economic issues as trends in 
wages, incomes, and prices; health care; 
education; retirement security; state-level 
economic development strategies; trade 
and global finance; and comparative 
international economic performance. 
EPI’s staff includes eight Ph.D.-
level researchers, a half dozen policy 
analysts and research assistants, and a 
communications and outreach staff. It 
also works with prominent scholars. EPI 
handles issues by viewing them through 
a “living standards” lens and “analyzing 
the impact of policies and initiatives on 
the American public.”

Algernon Austin, a member of EPI, 
is a sociologist of racial relations. He 
specializes in dealing with cases involving 
African Americans with low and middle 
income. Before joining the EPI, he 
was assistant director of research at the 
Foundation Center and a Senior Fellow 
at the Demos think tank. He also served 
on the faculty of Wesleyan University. In 
addition, Austin is the author of Getting 
It Wrong: How Black Public Intellectuals 
Are Failing Black America and Achieving 
Blackness: Race, Black Nationalism, and 
Afrocentrism in the Twentieth Century.

NLCN conducted an interview with 
Austin about issues involving the issues 
of unemployment and poverty in the 
United States and Chicago:

What is the unemployment rate 
for African Americans in the United 
States?

The July unemployment rate for 
African Americans was 15.9%.

What is the overall unemployment 
rate?

9.1%. And it’s 8.1[%] for whites.
Is it true that you believe that the 

unemployment rate among blacks will 
not go below 10% before 2015?

Yes. Right now, unfortunately, given 
the weak state of the economy and the 
fact that our leadership in Washington 
really is not serious about taking the steps 
necessary to do substantial job creation, 
it does look like the black unemployment 
rate won’t get below 10% until 2015.

What solution do you suggest for 
lowering the unemployment rate for 
African Americans?

Well, what the country needs right 
now is another round of stimulus. The 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act was effective and all the major 
macroeconomic analysts agree on this. 
You have the Congressional Budget 
Office, global insight, macroeconomic 
advisors, all of the major analysts agree 
that the Recovery Act reduced the 
unemployment rate between one and two 
percentage points as of last year. Now, 
what that means—that’s the overall, 
because the black unemployment rate 
tends to be about twice the overall rate, 
really twice the white rate—[is] that 

Sociologist from the 
Economic Policy 

Institute talks about 
Unemployment, 

Poverty
Nicholas Short

See Poverty page 7
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North Lawndale was passing out flyers, she 
said “It made me feel like a leader, I like to 
help out---we should have more events like 
this.”  Tiana said that the papers that she 
passed out was information about the school 

Taste from front page

Chandler allowing his community to know 
that he is accessible to them.  The event was 
organized and free to the community and is 

only one more link to building unity in the 
community of in North Lawndale.

The North Lawndale Community 
News would like to thank the sponsors 

of the Taste Of North Lawndale for their 
great support.  It is because of people like 
you who care that allow the youth to grow 
peacefully and progressively!

that she goes to in order to recruit children to attend 
her school.  There was so much for the children to 
do at this event, but according to many parents who 
attended the event, the most important part about it 
was that it remained very peaceful and the children 
enjoyed themselves.     

Aaron Allen a 62 year old long time resident of 
the North Lawndale area, said “One of the greatest 
things that I seen today is that the park is full and that 
people are all getting along in a peaceful manner.”  
There were community members, leaders, and 
business owners alike connecting and networking 
with one another all in a peaceful united way.  State 
Farm Agent Darren Tillis was amongst the crowd 
promoting the benefits of financial literacy, car and 
life insurance.  While Promoter Marcus “Chizm” 
Betts connected with the community making them 
aware of his upcoming comedy show that will take 
place on October 15th, to start off the fall season.  
Congressman Davis ate ice cream with the children, 
laughed and congregated with community members 
and right by his side stood Alderman Michael 

The Lewis Family. Photo by Tali Bakhit
Patricia Van Pelt-Watkins, Marcus Betts with a North Lawndale Community Member 

A veteran of the Korean War, Ernest “Doc” Thomas 
proudly boasts whenever he gets a chance that he lost only 
one man among the 28 soldiers who served with him during 
that indecisive, ill-fated Cold War conflict nearly 60 years 
ago.

 “And I wouldn’t have lost that one if we had 
done like I said,” Thomas sternly bellowed recently as he 
spoke to a Westside Service Organization audience all too 
well acquainted with the old war story. After all, they have 
heard it countless times over years. He recites it reflexively 
at each time they meet to plan the annual West Side Back-
to-School Picnic and Parade in Honor of Diane Spence. 
Still, the committee chairs meeting with “Doc” this day still 
all nod their heads in knowing anticipation of the punch line 
each time their spry little director tells the tale.

 Saturday’s event in Garfield Park marks the 
22nd edition of the back to school festival, long identified 
with and led by now retired Illinois Sen. Rickey Hendon.  

LANE CHANGE: Thomas 
Out Front for West Side’s 

Back-to-School Parade
A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - 

The1tlane@yahoo.com

Doc Thomas leads meeting
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NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

SEVEN DAYS IN UTOPIA (**) A familiar golf 
themed drama that is dip in spirituality, When a 
young pro golfer, Luke Chisolm (Lucas Black) 
haunted by the high pressure tutorage of his 
overbearing caddy father (Brian Geraghty) that 
subsequently led to a public meltdown during 
his first, critical pro tournament in San Antonio, 
Texas.
            The film opens with Luke essentially 
running from his problems by driving through 
the highways and dirt roads with anger and 
frustration. Until Luke crashes his car while 
avoiding a cow on the road near a farm owned 
by eccentric rancher, Johnny Crawford (Robert 
Duvall) who also happens to be a former golfer 
who allowed his profession to ruin his marriage.
             From this point, the film sounds a little 
familiar to Pixar’s 2008 animated feature, “Cars”, 
when the rancher recognizes a deeper problem as 
he offers his assistance to the disillusioned golfer 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

whofinds himself stranded in a small Texan 
town, Utopia.
            While Luke’s car repairs is going to take 
seven days to complete; Crawford offers seven 
fays to Luke  to live and  improve his golf game 
at his house. Naturally, Crawford’s learning 
technique follows the orthodox methods aka 
“The Karate Kid” etc. that taker awhile for Luke 
to adjust.
             Film buffs look out for a scene that briefly 
shows Luke’s expressing his inner thoughts to 
Crawford and how this film tries to get away with 
using a classic movie line from  Star Wars’ The 
Empire Strikes Back” When Duvall nonchalantly 
tells the golfer, “Luke, I am not your father!”. 
Unintentional or not it’s a hoot!
          Crawford’s methods inadvertently help 
Luke become a more discipline and focus player 
through plane flying, fly fishing, etc that entails 
golf lessons with life lessons that readies the 

young golfer to reconcile with his father in time 
to face the challenge of  an Asian Tiger Woods-
like opponent  at the Texas Open.
          But not before the influences and conflicts 
of small town life lead to a romantic friendship 
Luke develops with Crawford’s daughter, 
Hannah (Madison Burge) that interferes with ex 
boyfriend, hot shot, Chuck (Robert Bear) who 
makes some lame macho challenges toward 
Luke.
          “Seven Days in Utopia” is harmless, 
lukewarm and predictable that never strays off its 
course. But this does not help this film stand out 
more. It feels like the kind of disposable movie 
that doesn’t have any distinction that will only be 
quicker than later rushed to home video market. 
G; 98min.  Am Utopia LLC Film Release – 
Presented at selected theaters 
THE DEBT (**1/2)   An interesting, although 
implausible premise makes for an often tense 
espionage drama that shifts its story back and 
forth between two time frames through the same  
trio of humanized spies in their youth during the 
late 1960’s in East Berlin. 
         When the spies in their youth botched a 
mission to bring in notorious Nazi war criminal, 
Dieter Vogel that needs to be corrected thirty 
years later by the not retired agents in their senior 
status before the truth is revealed.
         In 1997, Rachel Singer (Helen Mirren) is 
being honored by her daughter on a book singing 
party on this mission. While David Peretz 
(Ciaran Hinds) answers his door to an official 
who request his presence to be transported to an 
important meeting. 
         Before David gets into the car, he notices a 
second vehicle with a familiar face sitting in the 
front passenger seat. Suddenly, David changes 
from entering the car walking into an oncoming 
truck that runs him over.
         The person that witnessed the suicide 
was wheel chair bound Stephen Gold (Tom 
Wilkinson) who soon after makes a later arrival 
at the booking singing party to only tell Rachel 
who also happens to be his ex-wife about the 
horrible news about David. 
         Rachel wonders aloud to Stephen why 
David committed suicide. As the film shifts to 
the character’s youth and initial gathering at the 
top floor of a rundown East Berlin apartment 
building in 1966. 
David Peretz (Sam  Worthington) and Stephen 
Gold (Marton Csokas) have been roommates 
who’ve been working  together on assignments 
for  two years. 
         When their agency sends a fresh recruit 
into the field with them, Rachel Singer (Jessica 
Chastan) on his first mission in which she is 
suppose to play Stephen’s wife.  Bit in real life, 
Stephen is too concern on their mission to catch 
this Nazi criminal, to pay enough attention as 
David and  Rachel are doing with each other 
behind his back.
        Rachel finds and confirms Vogel’s 
whereabouts from the information provided to 
the trio.  At a medical center/Rachel poses as 
a woman having her ovaries check by Doctor 
Bernhardt (Jesper Christensen)  and reschedules 
her of next visit. 
        This allows David and Stephen to  prepare 
a plan  that needs Rachel’s full involvement. 
Upon her  medical visit, during the examination, 

Rachel stabs him in the  neck with a hypodermic 
needle that is supposed to drug him out infinitely. 
David and Stephen poses as ambulance drivers to 
beat  out the real ambulance to snatch  the doctor 
who’s tied up in the white truck
        But the plan goes wrong from one of several 
rookie mistakes caused by Rachel who takes the 
blame to keep the two guys from arguing with 
each other. As Vogel awakens in the apartment 
bound  and gagged to the  radiator.
With Rachel being unable to venture outside 
from being identified by the doctor’s wife to 
the authorities. While the police are driving 
throughout the city in search of the doctor.
         The spies await word if they are going to get 
help from the American to help them get Vogel to 
Israel. .Where Vogel is to stand trial for his war 
crimes against the Jews. 
        The spies each take turns  feeding and 
watching their hostage provides his most creepy 
ands sinister moments making  his fascist 
comments about the weaknesses of the Jews. 
         But when the Americans refuse to help, 
David and Stephen leave the apartment to 
arrange an alternative plan of action. This puts 
Rachel alone with Vogel who takes advantage 
of a mistake that allows him to catch Rachel off 
guard and able to escape his captors.
         Knowing Vogel’s escape could ruin their 
careers, Stephen  makes Rachel and David agree 
to a lie pact claiming Vogel’s death by their 
hands. Because they figured Vogel would be 
next to impossible to find again. And they could 
continue working as spies.
          But now with the remaining two spies 
harboring the secret that is about to be publicly 
disclosure when a reporter meets with Vogel for 
an interview in Kiev, Ukraine. The wheelchair 
bound Stephen (Tom Wilkinson) puts the burden 
on  Rachel (Helen Mirren) in a dangerous 
opportunity to redeem herself and  finish the job 
should have should be done right initially thirty 
years ago.
         The Debt” is such a fabricated premise 
that only works through the shrewd yet tight 
direction of John Madden and the performances 
and presence of its cast led by Helen Mirren who  
successful played against her “Queen” image for 
a comedic gung-ho performance as an over the 
hill agent in last year’s “Red”.
          Now Helen Mirren gets to play a retired 
spy, up to a point in a geriatric showdown battle 
with  Vogel that is  well enough, but still feels 
a bit ridiculous. Even though the performances 
might the film work better than the script. PG-
13; 114 A Focus Features Release – Presented 
at selected theaters

Tim Burton’s “THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
3D” **1/2)   The stop motion animation classic of the Halloween 
pumpkin king Jack Skellington who attempts to scare up some fun 
and mischief into the yuletide season makes a welcomed addition in 
its Blue Ray3D debut that provides a fresh dimension of wonder and 
fun into this classic from Henry Selick.
G; 76min Walt Disney Home Video
Disney’s THE FOX AND THE HOUND 30th Anniversary 
Edition And THE FOX ANDF THE HOUND II  (**1/2) A two 
animated feature in one video package to commemorate the original 
theatrical version about an unlikely friendship spawn from their 
youth between two natural enemies in this blue ray DVD debut.
TV on DVD releases: Due out Sept 13: “Grey’s Anatomy: The 
Complete Seventh Season” which includes an extended “musical” 
episode…Private Practice: The Complete Fourth Season/
Coming Soon to Home Video:  Disney Pixar’s “Cars 2” due out 
Nov. 1…. Kevin James as “The Zookeeper” due out Oct. 11.

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of 
my units have heat included and some 
have no security. 3506 W. Huron and 
2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 2133 
W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 4 
bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 
W. Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 
4 bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

3BR, total rehab, ceramic tile, 
hardwood floors, new appls. Walking 
distance of Pink line train, Pulaski & 
Cermak (22nd Street). For more info 
call 312-380-9606.
NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage 
greystone building, newly renovated 
2 and 4 bdrm apts, hrdwd floors, 
ceiling fans and jacuzzi. Completely 
remodeled kitchen cabinets, counter 
tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent and 
sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-
6911.

2 ROOMS FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th 
& Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call 
(773) 885-0968

APT FOR RENT - 2 flat 2 bdrm - 
1st floor apt in Austin area, hardwood 
floors in living rm, dining rm and 
bdrms, ceramic floor in kitchen and 
bath, new kitchen cabinets, new 
counter top and double stainless steel 
sink, enclosed back porch, near green 
line, 1 mo rent + security, call 708-
539-1730 or 773-627-7650

HELP WANTED

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. Utilities includedl Men 
preferred. (773) 557-9421

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1250 Call 
(773) 505-3642

ROOMS FOR
RENT

Woman for live-in position in 
Wisconsin. Cleaning, cooking and 
helping with personal affairs, all 
expenses paid including food and 
lodging, call  920-206-1654

BEAUTIFUL APT FOR RENT Beautiful, spacious, newly rehabbed 3 bdrm units in a 3 
unit building are currently renting. These units are completely rehabbed with beautiful, roomy 
kitchens that have breakfast nooks, spacious living rooms with fireplaces and sunrooms. 
They are apartments with space and layout like that of a single family home. These wont last! 
Very close to i290, pink line, police station, great elementary and high schools and shopping 
malls. It’s also very close to the medical district and UIC. For more details call me today at 

773-934-3706 before they are all gone. Sec 8 welcome.

BEAUTIFUL 1ST FLR APT w/ 
large basement attached. Hardwood 
floors, Modern Fixtures, Dish Washer. 
3 bedrooms/2 ba. Washer & Dryer. Or 
2 bedroom w hardwood floors, Modern 
fixtures & Dishwasher.  Available Aug 1.  
(773) 814-6896

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Rioosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

4 ROOM APT FOR RENT located 
near 2300 S. Kostner. Paid Utilities. 
$800/mo plus 1 month security. Call 
773-762-2748 - Willie Satterfield

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

 ALL PROGRAMS INCLUDE 2 YR. 
CERTIFICATION IN CPR ADULT, 

CHILD, INFANT

 ALL ARE WELCOME INCLUDING 
DAY CARE PROVIDERS

 PROGRAMS FROM 6 WKS TO 5 MONTHS

Grace Health 
Career Center

 
5945  W.  Madison -Chicago, IL  60644

773-287-8980

TWO BEAUTIFUL THREE AND 
FOUR BEDROOMS APARTMENTS 
for rent. 2 flat newly renovated with ADT 
security system and front fence. Each 
apartment newly carpeted and newly 
install porch for each apartment. Available 
immediately. Located on Flournoy near 
Sacramento ave. Call Ms. Musau at 1-630-
229-0268 for more details.

one and a half percentage point 
decline in unemployment meant 
that it really had an impact of 
about a 3% point reduction in 
unemployment for blacks. So 
it worked, it was good, but no 
one realized how severe this 
economic downturn was and 
certainly the people [that were] 
planning the stimulus didn’t 
appreciate how severe…that 
this was going to be the great 
recession, the largest downturn 
that we’ve seen since the great 
depression. So the stimulus was 
just too small. So that’s why we 
need another round to help get 
the economy going further and to 
reduce the unemployment rate. 

However, additionally 
for African American 
communities…African American 
communities have really high 
levels of unemployment. In 
Chicago, for example, our 
preliminary estimate for 2010 
[for] the black unemployment 
rate was 17.2 percent —this is in 
the metro area. So that’s way high 
and these communities also need 
targeted job creation.

Why haven’t politicians in 
the U.S. come up with a solution 
for the poverty in the country?  

Politics. If you look at sort 
of wealthy, developed countries 
internationally, the U.S. has the 
highest poverty rate and UNICEF 
has done a number of reports 
pointing this out. And it’s not that 
these other countries in Western 
Europe, for example, are richer than 
we are, it’s that they devote more of 
their resources to fighting poverty 
than we do. We are an extremely 
rich country, we have lots of 
resources, but unfortunately we 
don’t use those resources to provide 
jobs to the poorest communities 
and allow those communities to lift 
themselves out of poverty.

Do you think Rahm 
Emanuel will be able to solve 
the unemployment problem in 
Chicago?

I don’t know. Unfortunately, 
I don’t know enough about local 
Chicago politics. You’d have to 
ask someone who is more versed in 
that area than I am to answer that 
question.

So you’re not sure whether 
or not Rahm Emanuel will be 
able to solve the poverty problem 
or the unemployment problem?

I don’t know. We live in one 
country and the situation in [the] 
state and local government—at the 
state and local level—is shaped to 
some degree by what is happening 
nationally. Right now, we know 
that a number of states and local 

governments are facing deficits 
because of the great recession, 
because their tax revenues are 
down, because of the recession. 
And those governments, for 
the most part, report to operate 
a balanced budget. So they’re 
facing deficits, so they’re going to 
unfortunately have to cut programs 
and cut spending which is not what 
you do if you want to create jobs. 
So what would help the state of 
Illinois and the city of Chicago, I’m 
pretty sure, would be additional 
aid from the federal government. 
So that is one of the things that the 
federal government can do to really 
help economies at the state and 
local level.

Do you know any programs 
that are out there for people who 
are looking for work?

Well, I recommend that they 
contact their elected representatives 
at the local level, at the state level, 
and at the national level and really 
tell them that the country—not 
they as individuals, but really 
the country—needs to do more 
to create jobs. If the national 
government really continues to 
focus on reducing the deficit, that 
means that they’re not going to 
have money for job creation…and 
really we face a job deficit of 11 
million jobs.

Why it the unemployment 
rate for African Americans 

is higher than the overall 
unemployment rate?

Well, there are a number 
of factors. African American 
workers tend to be somewhat 
younger—younger workers 
have higher unemployment 
rates. On average, African 
Americans have lower levels of 
education than whites and that 
leads to higher unemployment 
for African Americans…
we know that black workers 
continue to face discrimination 
in the labor markets. So, even 
when they present the same 
qualifications as white workers, 
they are less likely to be hired. 
And even when they’re hired, 
there’s research suggesting that 
they may be more marginalized 
within organizations. So 
we’re still fighting the issue 
of discrimination in the labor 
market. 

Austin also recommended 
that people try to upgrade their 
educational background, but 
he also said that even with an 
education, it is very difficult for 
African Americans to find work.

He said that EPI works with 
a network of organizations from 
most of the areas of the country. 
In Chicago, for example, EPI has 
connections to the Center on Tax 
and Budget Accountability and 
the Voices for Illinois Children. 

Poverty from page 4

Hendon, currently working as a business 
consultant and focusing on his health and 
family, continues to support the parade 
and picnic that once bore his name.

Organized to encourage school 
participation and stress the importance 
of education in a community in dire 
need of each, the 2011 gala steps off 
with a morning march down Madison 
Street and will be joined by marchers 
representing the 28th and 24th wards the 
way to the park. Outreach has also been 
extended to parade organizers in nearby 
Latino communities in the Humbolt Park 
area on the West Side.

Chicago radio personality Remosky 
Love is grand marshal of this year’s 
parade, which again concludes with 
a giveaway of book bags and school 
supplies to school-aged children in 
addition to food, fun and music in the 
park until dark.

More than 4,000 book bags and 
packages of supplies were distributed 
at the picnic last year, and Thomas, 
Hendon’s former chief of staff who 
remains director of the parade and picnic, 
is set to drive the event beyond that goal 

this weekend.
“We’re expecting about six 

thousand people this year,” Thomas said 
during an interview at his booth in Ruby’s 
Restaurant near the Madison-Kedzie 
corner recently. “This is a community 
event that we are committed to keep 
going as long as possible.

“And although the senator (Hendon) 
is no longer in office, our organization 
remains focused on its concerns and 
care for the children on the West Side of 
Chicago. We want to make a difference.”

A life-long bachelor at 79, Thomas 
has been pushing at the powers that be 
in Chicago and making a difference on 
the West Side since migrating here from 
Macon, Ga. Nearly a half century ago. 
Coming north in 1956, after his discharge, 
Thomas almost immediately enlisted as a 
street soldier in the late Richard J. Daley’s 
Chicago political machine.

He became a veteran in the machine’s 
campaign politics, and although he never 
won elected office, Thomas competed 
on a range of ballots from alderman to 
U.S. congress. A committed Democrat, 
he even once sought a Republican Party 
committeeman’s post.

“Most of the time, I was just 
running to knock other folks off,” 

admitted Thomas with a devilish gleam 
in bright eyes that belie his approaching 
80th birthday next month.  Short of stature 
with ever thinning white hair and a big 
voice, he remains robust and full of 
vigor in his command of the numerous 
committees and volunteers striving to 
make Saturday a success.

The former Chicago Public Schools 
security chief and ordained minister 
alternately threatens, cajoles and scolds in 
loud or soft tones while strutting out front 
like a miniature, black version of George 
C. Scott’s version of “Patton,” as he rides 
herd on parade and picnic volunteers, 
urging them to “get going or get out of 
the way!” He is determined and driven to 
make the event the best it can be.

 But despite all the vinegar and stern 
attitude he displays before those who 
know no better, the side of Thomas that 
is father to 12 children of his own quickly 
emerges when he speaks of the overall 
mission of the day of fun and feast that 
the picnic and parade has become.

“We want our children on the West 
Side to know that we are here for them; 
we care about them and we want to do 
all we can to give them a head start in 
school. Because education is what it’s all 
about.”

Parade from page 4
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II

LOCATED: 
1211 S. Western
Suite 203


