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Salim Muwakkil, who is 
the senior editor of “In These 
Times,” gave a discussion and Q 
& A session on the divide of black 
American in and how it has a 
major effect on African American 
communities throughout the city 
of Chicago.  

Class, politics, race, and 
youth played a major role in the 
discussion.  Although the main 
focus was supposed to be based 
on the separation of blacks of the 
south and the westside of Chicago. 
There were so many concerns, in 
terms of the questions that those 
who participated asked, it became 

saLim muwakkiL on 
BLaCk ChiCaGo, divided

Tali Bakhit

a small forum based on discussing 
and trying to solve issues of 
African Americans in general. 

 Based on Muwakkil’s 
research he feels that the split 
between the classes has caused a 
major divide between blacks in 
America in general. Muwakkil 
talked about the historical 
“Talented Tenth,” within the black 
community but also corresponded 
it to the left behind 90 which feel 
the heat and wrath of poverty due 
to the 10th not giving back what 
they have received in a way which 

Salim Muwakkil(head of table) speaks on the major effects of African American 
communities throughout the city of Chicago.

See Divided page 3

On Sunday September 11, 
from 4PM until about 9 PM 
community and community 
leaders came together to 
celebrate Congressman Danny 
Davis’s 70th Birthday.   The 
celebration was not only to 
celebrate Congressman Davis’s 
birthday but it was also in 
remembrance of the horrifying 
events of 911 which took place 
10 years ago on the date.  The 
celebration took place across 
the street from 3333 Arthington.  
There was foods, conversation, 
laughter, singing, and a candle 
light visual for the victims of 

Congressman Danny Davis 
Celebrates His Birthday 
With The Community

Tali Bakhit 

911 at 7:00 PM.  The candle 
light visual was also an action 
for world peace. 

Congressman Davis and 
Garfield Major gives this 
birthday celebration every year 
together with the community.      
The Congressman’s birthday 
is actually on September 6th, 
however he found it to be 
significant to give it on the 11th 
of September in order to keep 
his community in tune with the 
date and remembrance of what 
happen 10 years ago on this very 
date. Congressman Davis said “ 

See Davis page 5

Salim Muwakkil(head of table) speaks on the major effects of African 
American communities throughout the city of Chicago.

Concealed Carry House Bill 148 
Discussion held

Isaac Lewis, Jr

Lawndale Christian Legal Clinic 
holds 1st Annual Graduation

Isaac Lewis, Jr

Saturday, Sept. 10 speakers from several self-defense advocacy groups had 
representatives on a panel at the JML Center, 2622 W. Jackson. The event was sponsored by 
the Chicago Firearms Safety Association, the Second Amendment Sisters-Illinois Chapter, 
the Illinois State Rifle Association, and  IllinoisCarry.com to advocate the signing of HB148 

On Saturday September 10, starting at 4PM 
proud relatives and supporters who have helped 
young who have become entangled with some 
form of criminal or legal issue. The Lawndale 
Christian Legal Clinic was formed in February of 
2010.

Headed by Lead Attorney, Cliffford (Clif)  
M. Nellis, who is also in ministry, the clinic takes 
a wholistic approach to more than helping these 
youth out of a troubled situation.  See the  next 
issue of NLCN community for more info and an 
nterview with Cliff Nellis about LCLC.

Keynote speaker and self defense advocate, Reverend kenneth Blanchard spoke to audience abou 

See Bill 148 page 5

(L-r) Community Service award recipient Edward Swanigan. graduate Roslin Brooks, Roslin’s 
daughter Carielle, Lead Attorney Cliff Nellis, graduate Shanika Brown and Perseverance award 
recipient Terry Robinson at Lawndale Christian Health Center Gym.

(L-r) graduate Roslin Brooks, Roslin’s 
daughter Carielle, Lead Attorney Cliff Nellis 
and Vice President of the board Joseph Atkins
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $25.00 for 3 
months. $45.00 for 6 months  $75.00 for 1 year 

$125 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date September 15, 2011
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

CEILING FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each 
Color Prints - 35 

cents each
Color Copies - 35 
cents Each copies

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090
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is inclusive to all but just a few.  
Meaning the untalented 90 began to see 

and feel that they were the untalented 90 
due to the feedback that they received from 
societies “Talented Tenth.”  For example: 
With its focus on Chicago, specifically, 
Muwakkil said that “People feel that they 
have no relationship to organizations like 
the Urban League,” this is due to class 
alienation.  Because of such situations, 
much of what is being offered in terms of 
resources, the poor/ those who really need 
the resources don’t receive the information 
that they need in order to develop their 
communities.

Muwakkil said that his experience has 
been-----when speaking with the black poor, 

that many feel that the black middle class 
act as if they are a different race, in which 
he related to the situation of the genocide 
that took place in Rwanda with the Tutsi’s 
and the Hutu’s.  

One woman made mention that she 
believed that during Harold Washington’s 
reign, black America was more organized 
verses now where Muwakkil agreed 
that once Washington died, the black 
community in Chicago died.  This particular 
dialogue triggered the thoughts of Abu Bakr 
Nurruddin, who participated in the Q & 
A session and made the crowd aware that 
when a black leader raises up to try and 
form a positive black America, they are 
assassinated, he also said that much of black 
America believes that Harold Washing was 
killed by someone in his own office, and it is 

only until this type of mentality changes that 
black America can be fixed.  

Nurruddin, point was made to allow the 
audience to understand that this is another 
major reason why black American is 
divided.  However, no answers or responses 
were given to what was mentioned. 

President Obama was major component 
to the discussion, surprisingly, many are very 
disappointed with the results of his input in 
the black community.  Abu Bakr Nurruddin, 
seem very disapponted with the discussion 
of President Obama as it became almost like 
an Obama bashing moment Nurruddin said 
that he believes President Obama is a sissy, 
and he is not doing for the black community 
what is needed. 

According to Muwakkil “Alot of 
African Americans are suffering right now 

with President Obama’s presidency because 
the traditional African American heroes 
have been oppositional leaders----Harriet 
Tubman, Frederick Douglas, Martin Luther 
King, all of these people challenged the 
status quo Obama is the status quo.”  

A 23 year old young lady, spoke about 
the conflict of politics and the leadership 
and how there is a disconnect, based upon 
the people not helping to meeting each other 
needs and it is up to the people to meet the 
government half way in order to fix things.  

However, apparently this young lady is 
still in the learning process because we have 
been doing that for many years still to no avail.  
However, the discussion was well needed and 
are apart of a series that Salim Muwakkil 
is working on in order to help unite black 
America to help make a positive change.

Divided from front page

Inner cities throughout our nation 
are known for high crime, lack of 
economic development, and those who 
are considered to be “Minorities” in 
“Under privileged,” circumstances.  But 
when one takes a look at the terminology 
as it goes into the psyche of those 
who are categorized as such one who 
understands the dynamic of words would 
only come up with the analysis of that 
which is being presented to the people 
are causing them to fit into the category.  
For example, if a child is being told all 
of his life that he/she is nothing and 
will never ever be anything, according 
to studies---that child’s post dramatic 
syndrome will cause he/she child to 
live in the darkness of those words.  It 
is the same as if a police officer comes 
into your neighborhood everyday and 
handcuffs you to search your body, strip 
you down and incriminate you as if you 
have broken the law without probable 
cause, that same post dramatic syndrome 
enslaves that mind of the accused.  
When these type of behaviors are being 
practiced everyday in the black and 
latino communities and hardly ever take 
place in white communities, it raises the 
question why----is it a genocide. 

On Monday September the 12th, 
while jogging in my neighborhood, 
again the police were arresting a group 
of African men on Jackson and Western, 
so I decided to take pictures and stay to 
ask questions.  18 year old Amir Carter 
who was coming from Malcolm X 
college was surrounded by four police 
officers, hand cuffed, checked from head 
to toe and was told to take his sneakers 
off so that they could be checked.  Amir 
said “I haven’t done anything to any 
body----I just came home from school, I 
never committed a crime in my life, and 

GENOCIDE ON THE WEST SIDE
Tali Bakhit

I have never been arrested.”  That hurt my 
heart, seeing this young African American 
male rapped in chains as if he was a slave 
but, in all it is truly enslaving his mind, 
causing a major conflict between those 
who are, so called, supposed to protect but 
are currently harassing and causing young 
African American males throughout the 
West side of Chicago to be afraid to walk 
down the street. I decided to ask the officers 
what was going on, I specifically spoke with 
a Sergeant Sanchez who said the reason why 
they checked this young man is because he 
was walking past a “Hot Spot.”  He said that 
we get calls about this area all the time.  I 
then decided to ask Sergeant Sanchez if they 
had received a call specifically at that time 
which was about 12:02 PM for the area-----
-Sanchez said no. 

On the other side of the street 
simultaneously, three young men were put 
in handcuffs, and checked from head to toe.  
30 year old  Shahed was one of the young 
men who was arrested.  I asked Shahed, why 
he was hand cuffed and he said he didn’t 
know and that he didn’t really want to talk 
because he feels like the police will see his 
name in the paper and come back to put 
something on him like drugs or a weapon.  
Their psyche is being bothered by the police 
systematic arrests, and young men no longer 
feel as if the police are there to protect them 
but they feel as if the police are there to hurt 
them.  

In the process of the arrest, I met a young 
lady by the name of Yolanda Armstead 
who is a 38 year old mother of two.  While 
speaking to Yolanda about what she saw, 
she was in tears and said “Thank God that 
someone actually sees what is going on.”  
Yolanda said that the police do the same 
thing everyday---they handcuff any African 
Amercian male within the neighborhood 
or who walks in the neighborhood without 

probable cause and they totally violate these 
young men by checking them from head to 
toe.”  Yolanda said that it even happened to 
her, one day she was jogging through her 
neighborhood and the police stopped her, 
checked her, and arrested her and tried to 
convict her of an armed robbery that took 
place at a Kentucky Fried Chicken, that she 
knew nothing about.  She said that before 
the police took her to the station, they drove 
her to a remote area underneath of a viaduct 
and began to curse, scream, and question 
her about a robbery that had taken place two 
days before.  Yolanda believes that this is all 
a part of a system whose focus 
is on the landmarks of the 
West side of Chicago, trying to 
remove black people from the 
“Gold mine” in which is very 
close to downtown Chicago, 
the United Center and as well 
great transportation---and in 
order to do such, for those who 
live in public housing, based 
upon the “One time rule,” if 
one has a criminal back ground 
or are known for drug activity 
they are evicted.  So with this 
being said, the police are hired 
to an area in order to try and 
put criminal cases on much of 
what is the African American 
community in order to wipe 
them out of this community.   
If this is not the case why 
is it that the constitutional 
rights of those who don’t 
fully understand have their 
rights being violated?  Why 
are police officers constantly 
harassing African American 
males who live in the inner city 
of the West side of Chicago? 

Why are the police 
handcuffing any 
African American 
male/female who 
looks a certain 
way? What are the stipulations of a “Hot 
Spot,” does it require breaking the law 
and violating the constitutional rights of 
the people? Or is there a specific agenda-
--have the police been hired to be the 
administrators of what is considered to be 
a genocide? 

Three men are handcuffed and harassed by Police on Western Ave. Wednesday September 7th 
around 1:30 PM for no apparent reason at all. Photo by Tali Bakhit.
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I am here today to offer the people the chance to be 
apart of community------an opportunity to connect 
with each other to develop community spirit.  There 
was a very diverse crowd---people from all walks 
of life came out to celebrate Congressmen Davis’s 
birthday-----black, white, latino, african, and asian.  
Mr. and Mrs. Heiman Wong from China town came 
to celebrate with Congressman Davis and said that 
he and his wife come out to celebrate every year that 
the event is given.  Mr. Wong says “I have known the 
Congressman for about ten years and I just want to 
thank him and say Happy Birthday---he always helps 
me out when I need him.”      

Tumia Romero Congressman Davis’s Chief of 
Staff and Press Assistant stood by the Congressmen’s 
side while he entertained and celebrated all at the 
same time making sure that his evening was balanced.  
Romero said that this event is most important because  
we are remembering the events of 911---Black 
American’s don’t often get the chance to show our 
respect for America and that we are indeed Americans-
-----she adds “This makes us feel good.”   Charles 
Davis, Congressman Davis’s nephew who serves in 
the Armed Forced came to the event dressed in his 
service gear.  Charles is a Chemical Instructor for the 
US Army----he provides information to the people 
and soldiers about how to protect themselves from 
chemical attacks.  Charles has served in the Armed 
Forces for 241/2 years and says “This day is very 
special to me because alot of my brothers and sisters 
didn’t make it back like I did but we are right now 
celebrating their lives and our countries freedom.”  
Although 911 was such a tragic event in our country 
there are still questions as to how it actually happened 
and the conspiracy that may be the results of our 
own country men/government officials being the 
orchestrators of such a horrifying see the 911 truth: 
http://www.question911.com/prevue.htm  
http://www.911docs.net/
http://www.archive.org/details/911revisited
h t t p : / / w w w . a r c h i v e . o r g / d e t a i l s /

mbroeckers911Inquiry
http://www.loosechange911.com/
http://www.archive.org/details/MartialLaw911
http://www.archive.org/details/mushroomlie2
http://www.archive.org/details/Professor_Jones
http://www.archive.org/details/CostofWar
http://www.archive.org/details/drgriffin
http://www.archive.org/details/911-Chronology-

Source
h t t p : / / w w w . a r c h i v e . o r g /

details/911theRoadtoTyranny
http://www.archive.org/details/Bush_Boys
http://www.vp3.com/vp3/quicktime/software/

index.shtml
http://www.archive.org/details/Whats_The_

Truth-How_Indeed_Did_The_Twin_Towers_
Collapse
http://www.archive.org/details/JohnWinnerIraq

however, this doesn’t take away from the 
misfortune of so many innocent lives that have been 
lost in our country and out of our country that should 
be remembered.  Many small speeches were given 
about this gruesome day, from the local leaders as 
they took the microphone to wish Congressman Davis 
a happy birthday.   Those who were running for new 
positions and those who were already in position.  
Patricia Van Pelt-Watkins introduced her running 
for the 5th district’s senate seat, as Carmelita Earls 
spoke about her working her way into the 28th wards 
Alderman seat.  It was a very informative day as it was 
also a day of remembrance and celebrating and as the 
community and leadership continue to come together 
in order to celebrate perhaps it will bring some closure 
to the heavy crime that parade the inner cities of our 
own country where help is most needed.  

Davis from front page

l to r: Cong Davis’ Deputy Chief of Staff Tumia Romero, 28th 
ward committeeman candidate, Carmelita Earls, Cong. Davis, 
and current 28th ward committeeman and former 28th ward 
Alderman Ed Smith at birthday celebration. 

Bill 148 from front page

which would give law-abiding citizens the right to carry firearms 
for personal and family protection with valid legal documentation. 
49 states have some form of law recognizing that right. 

In June of 2010, the Supreme Court ruled that Chicago’s 
handgun ban violates the right to keep and bear arms. The suit  was 
filed by OTIS MCDONALD, a chicago resident whose house had 
been repeated broken into by burglars. NLCN posed the question 
comparing Chicago to other major cities like New York and Los 
Angeles that have inacted concealed carry legislation as to the 
crime statistics after enacted. It was stated that violent crime went 
down but property crimes were increased in those cities. For 
more information contact chicagofirearmssafetyassociation.org, 
2aSisters.org, isra.org and IllinoisCarry.com.

Chicago Park District-Host NFL 
Punt, Pass, & Kick Competition 

Young pro football fans will have the opportunity to exhibit 
their football skills when the Chicago Park District hosts NFL Punt, 
Pass & Kick Competitions on September 21st though the 23rd and 
September 26th through 29th. The competition is free and open to 
boys and girls ages 6-15 years of age. For more information call 
312-747-6515. The competition will be held at various locations to 
encourage participation; however, participants may only enter one 
local competition. The NFL Punt, Pass & Kick football competition 
allows youngsters to showcase their talents in punting, passing, 
and kicking with scores based on distance and accuracy. Age 
classifications are as of December 31st of current year. The winners 
at the Sectional competition will have their scores compared with 
other Sectional champions; the top four scorers from the pool of 
Sectional champions advance to the team championship. 
Entry forms are available at the following competition sites and 
dates: 
September 21st Armour Square  5:00pm
September 22nd Ward Park   5:00pm
September 22nd Park 540 (2401 S. Federal) 5:00pm
September 22nd Williams Park  5:00pm
September 23rd Donovan Park  5:00pm
September 26th Cornell Square  5:00pm
September 27th  Union Park  5:00pm
September 28th  Davis Square  5:00pm
September 29th Humboldt Park  5:00pm
September 29th Homan Square  5:00pm
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      1830 South Keeler Avenue    Main Office:  (773) 534-1530 
      Chicago, IL  60623      FAX:               (773) 534-1544 

                                Mrs. Tonya Y. Tolbert, Principal 
 
 

R.B. MASON COMMUNITY LINKS HIGH SCHOOL IN THE HEART OF 
THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY IS STILL ACCEPTING 
ENROLLMENT FOR A LIMITED NUMBER OF STUDENTS FOR THE 
2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR – ONLY 35 NEW FRESHMEN WILL BE 
ACCEPTED. 
 
 

           
Here are the advantages you will experience: 
 

 Three year program (requires year-round attendance) instead of your 
traditional four year high school. 
 

 Smaller class size (17 students max per class – compared to your 
traditional high school with 35 or more in each class) 
 

 Cohort of students that remain together until they graduate.  No students 
are allowed to transfer into this cohort once freshman registration 
ends.  

 
 Earn college credits while in high school at local universities. 

 
 Empowering students for educational success. 

 
 

So….hurry! Seats are filling quickly.  If you would like to be a part of the 
graduating class of 2014, please contact: Mr. Lee McLaurin, Assistant 
Principal at (773) 534-1530 or E-mail: lemclaurin@cps.k12.il.us today.  

Sankofa hosted their 9th annual Appreciation Dinner 
Saluting Grandparents Older Relatives Raising Children 
at EL Palais Bu-Sche’ Banquet Hall Wednesday August 
17, 2011 at 5pm. located at 4628 W. Washington Blvd. 

Honorees were nominated by family members and 
plaques were presented by Mr. Dan Cantrell representing 

Congressman Danny K. Davis. Special guests were 
circuit court Judges and Sankofa Board of Directors and 
Sponsored by Department of Children & Family Services.

SANKOFA’S 9TH ANNUAL 
APPRECIATION DINNER

be his next door neighbor in an apartment 
building
    Sharing innocent quality time with the 
married woman and her son until her 
jailbird husband, Standard (Oscar Isaac) is 
released. The Driver isn’t tempted before 
or after Standard’s arrival that initially and 
rightfully has a suspicious look about his 
neighbor.
    Until, Standard gets beaten up by a couple 
of thugs in view of his son that reveals 
Standard owes some money  from behind 
bars that a local mobster  has pick up on, 
wanting  the ex-felon to commit a robbery 
where a east coast mobster has hidden 
a million dollars in a duffle bag at a local 
pawn shop.
         Standard goes to the Driver for help. 
The Driver and Standard meets with the 
small time hood to state that once this crime 
is done Standard’s debt is paid and he’s out 
to return to his wife and child.
     But Standard and the Driver get saddled 
with a female accomplice, Blanche 
(Christina Hendricks) who carries the bag 
of money back to the car where the Driver 

  DRIVE (***) “Drive” is an action movie 
that tackles a familiar style, attitude and 
story structure we’ve haven’t seen lately, but 
can easily recognize where the inspiration 
might have come from. Perhaps the 1978 
Walter Hill - directed action flick with Ryan 
O’ Neal. Even though the tone of this picture 
differs. While for skinny Ryan Gosling, this 
versatile actor gets his first opportunity in 
a confident and silent type role that would 
have gone to Stallone or Schwarzenegger 
during their hey days.
            The Driver as he is called; is a part 
time Hollywood stuntman whose specializes 
in car chases and crashes and stunts by day. 
And a skillful and crafty getaway driver 
for hire used by criminals to escape after 
committing their heists at night. 
            In between these occupations, The 
Driver works as a top mechanic at an auto 
garage owned by limpy legged proprietor, 
Shannon (Bryan Cranston) who provides the 
hot cars for the driver’s crooked clientele. 
            Now, Shannon is trying to legitimized 
himself by getting $3000G’s by 70% 
investment to enter the stock car race circuit 
with the Driver at the helm from a ruthless, 
mobster, Bernie Rose (Albert Brooks in 
an uncharacteristic role  that is brutally 
brilliant) and his Jewish mob partner, Nino 
(Ron Perlman, a bit over the top but just as 
sinister) 
     Meanwhile, being a man of action than 
words who suddenly shows his heart. When 
he happens to be shopping at a food market, 
and befriends a woman. Irene (Carey 
Mulligan) and her child, Benicio (Kaden 
Leo) having car trouble who happens to 

observes another vehicle with darkened car 
windows pulling up nearby.
     Naturally, the double cross was in 
effect as the heist goes violently wrong 
with Standard being shot in the back by 
the shop owner. And the driver manages to 
outdrive the other car during their chase that 
ultimately leads to a crash. The duo makes it 
a hotel where the driver gets the truth out of 
Blanche. Just as hired hitmen converge for 
a shootout that the Driver manages to dodge 
during the gunplay.
    As it turns out the east coast mobster’s 
money was being stolen by Nino who has 
now forced his partner, Bernie Rose to lose 
out on the stock car circuit arrangement that 
leads to him going after Shannon and the 
Driver to set things right with the east coast 
syndicate.
       While, the moral conscious Driver seeks 
to return the money and have the wife and 
child’s life spared. Which we know isn’t 
going to happen as Bernie Rose and the 
Driver have their final showdown to see 
who survives.
      If you got a story that borrows from 
a better film, at least a filmmaker can do is 
delivers the goods with some sense of style 
and respect. Dutch born filmmaker Nicolas 
Windling Refn delivers an adequate tribute 
to Michael Mann through this movie. 
             This could be regarded since his 
film is somewhat like “Thief” and has that 
Tangerine Dream -type techno-pop music 
score with a little bit of the story‘s lead 
character’s moral fiber resembling Jean 

Reno in director Luc Beeson’s 1994 “Leon: 
The Professional” 
            At the same time, “Drive” is adequate 
action entertainment that director Refn 
handles and might have also achieved 
minimal breakout status that will surely lead 
to bigger film project possibilities.
R; 100min. a Film District Picture release 
= Presented at selected theaters
STRAW DOGS (**)   Writer-director Rod 
Lurie might have had an appreciation for the 
1971 Sam Peckinpah film. But he does little 
to improve beyond the obvious from the 
original in this remake. Only changes the 
locale to essentially tell the same story with 
modest notions and upgrades to  showcase 
a wimpy bug city movie writer takes on a 
survival mode against the” man-up” side of 
southern hospitality. 
         In the role originated by Dustin 
Hoffman, James Marsden doesn’t fill out 
the role, but turns out to be adequate enough 
as David Sumner, the meek looking glasses 
wearing script writer and new husband 
who allows his wife, Amy (Kate Bosworth) 
to return to her southern roots in a small 
Mississippi town to repair and live in her 
recently deceased father’s farm land and 
house.
          Out of his element, David gets introduced 
to Amy’s high school redneck chums led by 
former jock turned construction worker, 
Charlie, played by Alexander Skarsgard 
who delivers the performance that makes 
the difference for the entire film. 
         The Swedish born actor captures the 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

See Flicks page 7
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of 
my units have heat included and some 
have no security. 3506 W. Huron and 
2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 2133 
W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 4 
bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 
W. Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 
4 bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

3BR, total rehab, ceramic tile, 
hardwood floors, new appls. Walking 
distance of Pink line train, Pulaski & 
Cermak (22nd Street). For more info 
call 312-380-9606.
NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage 
greystone building, newly renovated 
2 and 4 bdrm apts, hrdwd floors, 
ceiling fans and jacuzzi. Completely 
remodeled kitchen cabinets, counter 
tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent and 
sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-
6911.

2 ROOMS FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th 
& Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call 
(773) 885-0968

APT FOR RENT - 2 flat 2 bdrm - 
1st floor apt in Austin area, hardwood 
floors in living rm, dining rm and 
bdrms, ceramic floor in kitchen and 
bath, new kitchen cabinets, new 
counter top and double stainless steel 
sink, enclosed back porch, near green 
line, 1 mo rent + security, call 708-
539-1730 or 773-627-7650

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. Utilities includedl Men 
preferred. (773) 557-9421

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1250 Call 
(773) 505-3642

ROOMS FOR
RENT

BEAUTIFUL APT FOR RENT Beautiful, spacious, newly rehabbed 3 bdrm units in a 3 
unit building are currently renting. These units are completely rehabbed with beautiful, roomy 
kitchens that have breakfast nooks, spacious living rooms with fireplaces and sunrooms. 
They are apartments with space and layout like that of a single family home. These wont last! 
Very close to i290, pink line, police station, great elementary and high schools and shopping 
malls. It’s also very close to the medical district and UIC. For more details call me today at 

773-934-3706 before they are all gone. Sec 8 welcome.

BEAUTIFUL 1ST FLR APT w/ 
large basement attached. Hardwood 
floors, Modern Fixtures, Dish Washer. 
3 bedrooms/2 ba. Washer & Dryer. Or 
2 bedroom w hardwood floors, Modern 
fixtures & Dishwasher.  Available Aug 1.  
(773) 814-6896

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Rioosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

4 ROOM APT FOR RENT located 
near 2300 S. Kostner. Paid Utilities. 
$800/mo plus 1 month security. Call 
773-762-2748 - Willie Satterfield

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

 ALL PROGRAMS INCLUDE 2 YR. 
CERTIFICATION IN CPR ADULT, 

CHILD, INFANT

 ALL ARE WELCOME INCLUDING 
DAY CARE PROVIDERS

 PROGRAMS FROM 6 WKS TO 5 MONTHS

Grace Health 
Career Center

 
5945  W.  Madison -Chicago, IL  60644

773-287-8980

TWO BEAUTIFUL THREE AND 
FOUR BEDROOMS APARTMENTS 
for rent. 2 flat newly renovated with ADT 
security system and front fence. Each 
apartment newly carpeted and newly 
install porch for each apartment. Available 
immediately. Located on Flournoy near 
Sacramento ave. Call Ms. Musau at 1-630-
229-0268 for more details.

Call 
312/492-9090 
to Place Your 
Classified Ad 

with the North 
Lawndale 

Community 
News 

FREE FREE FREE - Free cable 
(150 channels), Internet (150 MB) 
and unlimited nationwide calling. 
Free 40’ plasma tv, STUDIONS, 1, 2 
&  BDRMS. Newly remodeled kit./
bath. Near transportation, secured/
privacy. Call (773) 921-1771 ask for 
Ms. Norton.

BOOTHS FOR
RENT

BOOTHS FOR RENT at Almooroc 
Barbershop near Roosevelt and 
Sacramento. Barbers, Loc Techs & 
Natural Stylists wanted. 1st 2 weeks 
FREE. Call 773/503-7716 or 773/289-
8507.

LEGAL NOTICES
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to “An Act in relation to the use of 
an Assumed Business Name in conduct or transaction of Business in the State,” 
as amended, that a certification was filed by the undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Cook County under file No. D11127564 on September 15, 2011 under 
the Assumed Name of  T.N.T. Transportation with the business located 2750 W. 
Roosevelt Rd., Chicago, IL 60608. The true name and residence address of the 
owner is Anthony Morris 2750 W. Roosevelt, Chicago, IL 60608.

southern accent and attitude with 
that sinister edge without making 
it a caricature.  
          It’s clear from the outset; 
Charlie still had interest for the 
former high school cheerleader 
who’s grown up and away from his 
possible “bad boy“type from her 
youth. But not Charlie who acts 
like the “good old’ boy” with his 
redneck buddies, but is more of a  
sly perpetrator  doing little things 
to keep David off balance for the 
kind of people that is suppose to 
look down on  compared to the 
person of his upward mobile type.
          Still, at first, it’s a bit odd 
to figure between David and 
Charlie. Just who is being the 
most condescending toward the 
other until later in the film? When 
it really doesn’t matter near the 
film’s finale.
           Whether David who decides 
to give the roofing project to repair 
the barn next to their house to 
Charlie and his crew. Or Charlie 
who seen David’s ‘type’ before 
and/or dislikes more for being the 
husband to his former love, Amy.
             The torment begins slowly 
through ethic irritations on David 
first then Amy. When David hires 
Charlie and his crew’ who start off 
arriving too early to begin work 
before the couple is out of bed.  
And then  working until noon to 
leave the job to go hunting and  

other forms that leads to making 
themselves too comfortable on 
the couple’s property  When the 
chubby member   entering the 
couple’s house unannounced 
to take some beers from the 
refrigerator that viewed and 
disrupts David’s research process 
for a movie project about a war 
with Russians. 
             This is some of the subliminal 
messages in director Rod Lurie’s 
script that is suppose to forecast 
the trouble ahead for the couple 
that takes a sinister, violent turn 
when the couple returns home to 
find their white cart dead and hung 
in their closet.
              For different reasons, I 
felt David and Any were a little too 
naïve and follow the usual horror 
movie rule of the white folks 
who never leave when they had 
the chance. Even after, what was 
a controversy in the original, the 
rape scene committed by Charlie 
and Norman (Rhys Coiro) on Amy 
at the house.  While David is off to 
find his manhood with the others 
on a hunting trip, only to left 
stranded by the highway
             And situating its action 
in a small backwoods town with 
the only black seen is the former 
war hero whose the town’s sheriff 
(Laz Alonso) who has no apparent 
backup and  that the whites are 
suppose to adhere to more for his 
patriotism  to country than being 
a lawman. Are you kidding me? 
This film will break the cardinal 
movie rule of the only black in 
the film that doesn’t survive when 
things get out of hand.
             And they do through 

APARTMENT FOR RENT located 1918 S. St. Louis, 3 bdrms, living/dining room, kitchen. 
Appliances included. Newly renovated and section 8 is welcomed. Rent is $1250/mo. Call 

THE TEMPEST (**) Director 
Julie Taymor’s ambitious 
visionary approach that 
enhances Shakespeare’s final 
play offers a curious excursion 
but not enough clarity in this 
magical tale of a sorceress, 
Prospera (Helen Mirren) exiled 
on a magical island where 
she unleashes her powers for 
revenge. Visually captivating 
with limited interest to its story.
PG-13; 110min.  Touchstone 
Pictures Home Video
TV on DVD: Dana Delany 
returns to television in “Body 
of Proof: The Complete 
First Season”; “Castle: The 
Complete Third Season” both 
are available Sept. 20.

another subplot angle provided by 
the wasted talents of James Woods 
as  Tom Heddon, the alcoholic 
high school football coach  whose 
suspicious and against a mentally 
challenged man-child, Jeremy 
Niles (Dominic Purcell) being with 
15 yr. old promiscuous daughter.             
            During the football gamers, 
the coach ‘s daughter goes off to 
find Jeremy whose been more than 
warned by the father to stay away. 
But she’s the one that aggressively 
lures him into the gym that 
suddenly signals the father to look 
for her shouting her name. 
            An accident occurs that 
makes Jeremy run for his life and 
into being hit by the car leaving 
the game occupied by Amy and 
David who takes the badly injured 
Jeremy to their house (Where is 
Jeremy’s brother played by Walter 
Goggins of FX’s “Justified” who’s 
MIA during this final showdown)
           Writer-director Rod Lurie’s 
interpretation of Peckinpah’s 
“Straw Dogs” is a film shredded 
as another cinematic example of 
a remake that makes the older 
viewers better appreciate the 
original, while abbreviating  this 
remake into a standard , violent 
exploitation fare we’ve before and 
done better.
R; 110min. A Screen Gems 
Picture Released through 
Columbia Pictures
Presented at selected theaters

Flicks from page 6 ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed 

by David Schultz
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STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II

LOCATED: 
1211 S. Western
Suite 203


