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North Lawndale is considered 
by many Chicagoans to be known 
of as one of the worst places to 
live in reference to the crime 
infestation, vacant lots and lack 
of communication when it comes 
to the poor and political figures.  
However, with the new leadership 
that is being raised up, outsiders 
don’t see the change that is soon 
to come and the changes that are 
slowly but surely being made. 
With a population of 42,492 
and 93.8% of that number being 
African American’s, 4.54% 
Hispanic, 0.13% Asian, and 0.65% 

Poverty on the West Side 
Can Soon Reside With 
Better Communication

Tali Bakhit

being of other races, many young 
African American and Latino 
community leaders are doing the 
hands on work in order to try to fix 
what has been so harshly broken 
after the riots that took place 
during the assassination of Dr. 
King.  One west sider by the name 
of Donald Dukes and his family 
are eager to experience the change 
as they continue to struggle due to 
the lack of communication from 
local community leaders, and are 
willing to work hand and hand 
with the leaders in order to allow 

 Mr. and Mrs. Donald Dukes and their two year old granddaughter Imoni 
Dukes. Photo by Tali Bakhit. 

Illinois State Senator Annazette Collins, 5th District
Opens New Office on Madison Ave near Western

Illinois State Senator Annazette R. Collins 
of the 5th District replaced former Senator 
Rickey Hendon after  he served 18 years 
in legislative service. Senator Hendon who 
resigned in February. In the state legislator 
for 12 years. Senator Collins was the State 
Representative of the 10th District before 
becoming a State Senator. Her office was 
located at 259 N. Pulaski sharing building 
space with former 28th Ward Alderman Ed 
Smith who also resigned this year, but remains 
28th Ward Democratic Committeeman.

Senator Collins new office is located at 
2415 W. Madison Ave. A newly constructed 
building and a fresh paint job of  burnt orange 
red and slightly deep banana yellow gives the 
colorful office setting  a modern feel compared 
to the dimness of the concrete and glass 
environment outside. Upon entering the office 
North Lawndale Community News staff was 
greeted by two friendly female staff persons. 
Tonya White and Samantha Stinson.

Senator Collins is running to be elected to 
the 5th District  Senatorial seat for the 1st time. 
Her current  term was through  appointment by 
Democratic committeemen to replace Rickey 
Hendon.  

She has faced some controversy about her 
residency and claims about her receiving tax 

exemptions on a property in Hyde Park where 

Knight Insurance Agency 
Reborn

Congressman Danny K. 
Davis was the keynote speaker 
for the grand opening of the 
Knight Insurance Agency on 
Friday  evening October 14. 
“We’re not asking anybody to 
do anything but give this group 
the opportunity to demonstrate 
that they can provide the best 
protection that moey can buy,” 
said Cong. Davis.

A minority owned Business 
Enterprise, the Knight Insurance 
Agency has a history. It was once 
owned by Arthur B. Knight, a 
prominent African American 
businessman on the southside 
of Chicago which he started in 
1936, stated in an interview with 
Chairman Donald E. Patterson. 

Patterson, who ran for the 

24th ward Aldermanic office 
in 2007, and also owner of 
Patterson Tax Service stated, 
“Federal Savings and Loan Bank 
purchased it in 1973.”

The transfer of ownership by 
the present owners started around 
2006. It was initiated by Spencer 
Leak, President and CEO Leak 
and Sons Funeral Home. Who later 
joined with new owners, Donald  
Patterson, Paris Fountis, Attorney 
Lester L. Barclay, Pastor Johnny 
Miller, Pastor Johnny Henderson, 
James Jones Jr., and Fred Davis.

The event was held at UIC 
Hall, 708 W. Maxwell right across 
the street from their office at 715 
W. Maxwell. Their telephone 
number is 312-733-5400 or 773 
677-6496 

New owners of Knight Insurance Agency with Congressman Danny Davis 
(white paper in hand) (l-r)Donald  Patterson, Paris Fountis, Attorney Lester 
L. Barclay, Pastor Johnny Miller, Pastor Johnny Henderson, James Jones Jr., 
and Fred Davis. (not pictured is Spencer Leak Sr. (insert; Arthur B. Knight)

See Collins page 6

State Senator Annazette Collins, 5th District

Senator Annazette Collins new office located at 2415 W. Madison Ave.
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $25.00 for 3 
months. $45.00 for 6 months  $75.00 for 1 year 

$125 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date November 17, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

CEILING FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each 
Color Prints - 35 

cents each
Color Copies - 35 
cents Each copy

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090
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The Helping Her Live/Apoyándola 
a Vivir program at Sinai Urban Health 
Institute (SUHI) located in Mt. Sinai 
Hospital is committed to eliminating the 
disparities found in breast cancer mortality 
rates between minority and white women. 
Funded by the AVON Foundation the goal 
of the Helping Her Live program is to 
ensure that women in Humboldt Park and 
North Lawndale do not die unnecessarily 
from breast cancer.  

There are huge disparities in the 
screening, diagnosis and treatment of breast 
cancer in minority women. Black women 
are dying from breast cancer at a much 
higher rate than white woman. In 2006, 
SUHI released an epidemiological study 
exploring black-white disparities in breast 
cancer, this specific study found that in 
1980 black and white women in Chicago 
had the same rate of death yet in 2005 this 
drastically worsened for black women. 

Black women in Chicago are 68% more 
likely to die from breast cancer than white 
women. As for Latinas, SUHI has found that 
these women tend to get their mammograms 
less often than white women, which can 
result in Latinas finding their breast cancer 
at a later stage increasing their chances of 
dying.

The Helping Her Live project hopes 
to empower women with knowledge on 
breast health, and help women who are 40 
years and older obtain annual screenings 
regardless of their immigration status.  This 

Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Presents Helping Her Live: Gaining 

Control of Breast Cancer
project works with women and healthcare 
facilities to eliminate and ensure delays in 
obtaining test results and ensure follow-up 
as needed. The staff of HHL anticipates 
accomplishing these goals by providing free 
workshops, outreach and Hotline services.

HHL Community Health Educators are 
available to make a 30 minute interactive 
presentation in Spanish or English for anyone 
in the community interested in learning 
more about breast health. Workshops 
present information on breast health, how to 
get low cost or free mammograms in your 
area, what to do if you have an abnormal 
mammogram, how to resolve a suspicious 
result, and how to obtain necessary follow-
up treatment services. 

The HHL hotline is designed to help 
women navigate the healthcare system 
in their area and find services that are 
accessible to them.

The Hotline serves as a tool for 
scheduling mammography appointments, 
receiving free or low cost mammograms 
(if the caller is uninsured or underinsured), 
reminding women of their annual 
mammograms, and providing callers with 
answers to any questions or concerns they 
may have regarding breast health. 

To learn more about the HHL program 
visit www.HelpingHerLive.org or email 
helpingherlive@sinai.org or call 1 877 HER 
LIF 2 (1-877-437-5432). To learn more 
about the Sinai Urban Health Institute, visit 
the website at www.suhichicago.org.

DAILY 
DOUBLE

®

IS BACK, 
JUST $1.89

©2011 McDonald’s
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EveryBlock recently recognized Valerie F. 
Leonard as a top contributor to neighborhood 
conversations on EveryBlock.com by awarding 
her the title of Very Important Neighbor and 
$1,000 to donate to her community as part of 
the site’s first-ever online contest. “Engaged 
residents who regularly share information with 
their neighbors are the people who help bring 
EveryBlock to life. They know what’s going on 
in their communities, they help their neighbors 
solve problems and they share information to help 
improve the neighborhood,” said Becca Martin, 
EveryBlock Community Manager. 

“I am honored that EveryBlock has selected 
me as a Very Important Neighbor. The site has 
been an invaluable tool for building relationships 
with new people in my community and also 
sharing information with my neighbors,” said 
Leonard. Leonard used the proceeds to produce an 
Artist for a Day event at African Garden, located 
on the corner of 12th Place and Central Park. 
Participants had the opportunity to participate 
in at least one of six projects, including mosaic 
stepping stones, jewelry making, mosaic picture 
frames, mosaic wall hangings, baseball picture 
frames and painting piggy banks. 

In keeping with the theme of very important 
neighbors, Valerie Leonard and Blanche 
Suggs presented Blanche Cook a certificate of 
appreciation for her years of service to the African 
Garden, her block club and community. Leonard 
and her brother, Curtis Leonard, also surprised 
their mother, Essie Leonard, with a presentation 
of a certificate of appreciation for her birthday, 
and her quiet service to her family, church and 
community. Stepping stones were completed and 
named in honor of community gardeners who 
have since passed away, including Jerry Kelly, 
Ulysses S. Johnson, Velma Johnson, Annie Lott, 
Pauline Person, Kenneth Nelson, Marion Adams, 
Annie Anderson, Cleodia O’Quinn, Savannah 
Binford, Christine Williams, Vernell McFadden, 
Leola Hardesty, and Ray Maxey. A stone was 
also decorated in honor of Blanche Cook. Rev. 

 very imPortant neighBors BeCome artists for the day 
Walter Harris, Pastor of Carey Tercentenary 
AME Church, and Rev. Jeanifer Kimbrough, 
his assistant, dedicated the stones, while family 
members and friends of the honorees set the stones 
under one of the trees in the garden. 

Lunch turned out to be a pot luck affair, 
that included hot dogs, chips, water and cookies 
provided by EveryBlock; 7-layer salad prepared 
by Dr. Shemuel Israel and his wife Keturah using 
produce from the African Garden; ginger snaps 
provided by Zoe Ann Nance and barbecued 
chicken provided by Lorean Earles. 

After lunch, participants showed off their 
finished artwork and told stories about the 
history of the houses and stores that were on the 
site before the garden was developed, and the 
development and maintenance of the African 
Garden. Seth Barnhart, a local landscape architect 
and EveryBlock participant, donated an extra 
large ceramic flower vase that was raffled off as 
a door prize. The event was well-attended, with 
several attendees expressing a desire to continue 
the tradition in years to come. 

The following persons and organizations 
were responsible for the success of the event. 

1200 South Central Park Block Club, 3500 
West 12th Place Block Club, Joyce Arrington/
O’Quinn Family, Austin Talks, Seth Barnhart, 
Carey Tercentenary AME Church, Blanche Cook 
and Family, EveryBlock Chicago, an MSNBC 
Company, Lorean Earles, Annie Ford, Margaret 
Jean Guyton, Rev. Walter Harris, Pastor of Carey 
Tercentenary AME Church, Linda Haynes, Keturah 
Israel, Corresponding Secretary, North Lawndale 
Greening Committee, Dr. Shemuel Israel, President, 
North Lawndale Greening Committee, Diane Kelly, 
Rev. Jeanifer Kimbrough, Assistant Pastor, Carey 
Tercentenary AME Church, Brandon Leonard, 
Curtis Leonard, Essie Leonard, Kameryn Leonard, 
Valerie F. Leonard, Local Winner, EveryBlock 
Chicago Very Important Neighbor Contest, 
Becca Martin, Community Manager, EveryBlock 
Chicago, Marvell Matthews, Fred Mitchell, Vice 
President, North Lawndale Greening Committee, 

A report from the Center of American 
Progress said that poverty has a serious effect 
on America’s economy. The report, entitled The 
Economic Costs of Poverty in the United States: 
Subsequent Effects of Children Growing Up 
Poor, said that children who live in poverty can 
put a strain on the economy in the long run.

The report was written in 2007 by Professor 
Harry Holzer from the Georgetown University 
and the Urban Institute; economist Diane 
Whitmore Schanzenbach from the University of 
Chicago; Greg J. Duncan, a faculty member from 
Northwestern University; and Jens Ludwig, who 
was a professor from Georgetown University 
and a member of National Bureau of Economic 
Research. 

The report said:
 “Most arguments for reducing poverty in 

the U.S., especially among children, rest on a 
moral case for doing so—one that emphasizes 
the unfairness of child poverty, and how it runs 
counter to our national creed of equal opportunity 
for all.

“But there is also an economic case for 
reducing child poverty. When children grow 
up in poverty, they are somewhat more likely 
than non-poor children to have low earnings as 
adults, which in turn reflects lower workforce 
productivity. They are also somewhat more likely 
to engage in crime (though that’s not the case for 
the vast majority) and to have poor health later in 
life. Their reduced productive activity generates 
a direct loss of goods and services to the U.S. 
economy.

“What’s more, any crime in which they 
engage imposes large monetary and other 
personal costs on their victims, as well as the 
costs to the taxpayer of administering our huge 
criminal justice system. And their poor health 
generates illness and early mortality which not 
only require large healthcare expenditures, but 
also impede productivity and ultimately reduce 
their quality and quantity of life.”

Mark Witte, a macroeconomics professor 
at Northwestern University had a few opinions 
on poverty, its effect on the economy, and the 
government’s response to both the poverty issue 
and the economy. (Macroeconomics, according 

to the Merriam-Webster dictionary website, is “a 
study of economics in terms of whole systems 
especially with reference to general levels of 
output and income and to the interrelations 
among sectors of the economy.”)

Witte provided straightforward answers to 
such issues as the Affordable Care Act which 
“gives you better health security by putting in 
place comprehensive health insurance reforms 
that hold insurance companies accountable, lower 
health care costs, guarantee more choice, and 
enhance the quality of care for all Americans,” 
said www.whitehouse.gov. 

Here is Witte’s interview with the NLCN:
Do you feel that poverty has an effect on 

the economy? Why or why not?
The big problem for the economy is lack 

of demand, and people in poverty, by definition, 
tend to result in very little demand in the overall 
economy.

 What are the economic benefits (if any) 
of helping the poor?

Benefits delivered to the poor very quickly 
translate into spending, unlike tax cuts for 
wealthier people. 

How do you feel about the government’s 
debt ceiling plan?

It’s a dumb solution to a ridiculous problem.
Would it be a smart move economically 

to cut funding for programs that help the 
homeless? Why or why not?

No, because it’s very hard on the worst off, 
and because this may actually make the social 
problem worse. 

Has President Obama done a good job in 
improving the economy? Why do you feel this 
way?

He should have pushed for a bigger stimulus, 
but given the way Republican are pushing the 
super-majority rules in the senate, he had a hard 
time even getting what he got.

Has President Obama done a good job in 
helping people who live in poverty? Why do 
you feel this way?

The Affordable Care Act will make life 
better for people above the Medicaid income 
levels. 

Poverty is Bad for the U.S. Economy
Nicholas Short

Mike Morgan, Ralph Murphy, Photographer, Zoe 
Ann Nance, Treasurer, North Lawndale Greening 
Committee, NeighborSpace, North Lawndale 
Greening Committee, Doretha Penn, Recording 
Secretary, North Lawndale Greening Committee, 
Person Family, Gloria Stamps and Family, Blanche 
Suggs, Kyshia Thompson, Ultimate Rental 
Services, David Williams, and Martel Williams.

About EveryBlock 
EveryBlock is the leading Web site for 

neighborhood discussions and block-level news, 
including the latest news stories, crime reports, 
real estate listings and business reviews. The new 
EveryBlock is now available in each EveryBlock 
city: Atlanta, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, 
Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New 
York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, San Jose, 
Seattle and Washington, D.C. EveryBlock was 
acquired by msnbc.com in August 2009. The 
team is based in Chicago. For further information 
about EveryBlock.com, contact Becca Martin 
Community Manager, at becca@everyblock.com 
or 773-234-4461.

Dedication of the Stones

Annie Lott

Kamryn and her pig

Jewelry  Making
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other community members to experience 
the change.  This most extraordinary story 
focus is on some of what local west sider’s 
are going through as the winter months are 
soon arriving.  

Donald Dukes is a 52 year old man 
who lives in North Lawndale.  Dukes has 
experienced some very hard times during 
his years of living in North Lawndale.  Duke 
has been to the penitentiary, on drugs, and 
now lives a life trying to provide for his 
family.  He has a beautiful wife, children 
and grandchildren.  However, Dukes makes 
it through by taking one day at a time in 
order to feed his family.  There have been 
several experiences where Dukes has almost 
given up.  For example Dukes talks about 
a time when his teeth were really hurting 
and he had no health insurance that would 
help him to get his teeth fixed, so he thought 
about going into a dentist office with a gun 
and making the Dentist fix his teeth without 
hurting the Dentist, and telling the Dentist 
that he will pay him back once he got the 
money.  This is only one experience.  There 
are many young and old African American’s 
suffering the pain of not having proper 
health insurance, but as well not even having 

the money to feed their families.  Dukes 
said “Many young men will do whatever 
they have to do to eat, feed their families, 
and get the money that they need to live---I 
know people who will do a small crime in 
order to get arrested until the winter months 
are up just to get three meals a day, to bath, 
and to receive the proper medical attention 
that they need.” Although President Obama 
has recently signed the new health care bill, 
many poor people are still receiving the 
run around in order to get the proper health 
benefits, which is the cause of much of the 
crime in inner cities throughout our nation, 
according to Dukes and many African 
American’s that live in disadvantaged 
areas.  With the man focus being on North 
Lawndale, the Department of Human 
Service’s research reveals that nearly 1/2 
of the residents in the North Lawndale area 
live below the poverty level, and research 
proves that the cause is due to a lack of jobs, 
career oriented professions within the area, 
a lack of proper education, skills sets, and 
felony backgrounds.

Another way that people are trying to 
feed their families according to Dukes is by 
way of receiving a “Crazy Check.”   A crazy 
check is a check that one applies for through 
the Department of Human Services in order 

to receive health and monetary benefits.  
Dukes, also knows people who have gone 
to this extent in order to feed themselves 
and their family.  Must one go through 
such extremes for the basic necessities, and 
does the local leadership even understand 
the extent that their constituents are going 
through in order to survive?  Dukes believe 
that many of the leaders are truly aware and 
are really in office for themselves, without 
concern for the people.  Dukes has worked 
with many of his local leaders in trying to 
help change some of what is going on.  He 
has worked with Sharon Dixon during her 
leadership campaign and said that Dixon 
made promises to him that she never kept.  
Dukes mentioned that, once he did what 
he needed to do to help keep her in office, 
she spoke with him and said that she could 
not use him because he had a drug problem.  
Dukes also said that he has worked with 
Alderman Michael Chandler in the past and 
was asked by Mr. Chandler to help him in 
his plight to become Councilman during 
the March 2012 elections and Dukes says 
that he is eager to do such, if the change 
that the community is looking for will 
come into play.  Although Dukes feels this 
way, his mother in law Ruby Harris feels 
slightly different.  Ms. Harris says that she 

has tried to contact Mr. Chandler on several 
occasions in order to get something in here 
alley way fixed, but she has not received a 
response yet “This type of communication 
is not good for the community, the people 
need to get together in order to see our 
Alderman,” says Ms. Harris. Harris adds “I 
would like for Alderman Chandler to have a 
community meeting so the people from the 
community can express our complaints.”  
While Dukes believe that 80% of the 
community is suffering due to a lack of 
communication, Ms. Harris believes that 
50% of the community is suffering from 
a lack of communication with their local 
leaders.  While each side---the community 
and its leaders seem to be on the same page, 
and (I express this due to past interviews 
with local leaders) the communication 
is believed to be the only barrier.  Could 
this stem from a long line of dysfunction 
with in African American families not 
communicating, or simply the arrogance of 
pride which won’t allow for the community 
and leaders to come together as one?  In 
order to break through those barriers and 
create unity, there must be an unconditional 
line of communication, when it comes to 
community and its leadership.  Let’s begin 
to break those barriers. 

Poverty from front page

Promoter Marcus Chizm impresses the 
community again with his “Laugh til you cry 
again wine expo” at the North Lawndale’s Ice 
Theater.  Over 400 people showed up for the 
event waiting and anticipating exactly what 
Betts had to offer.  Commissioner Robert 
Steele, State Representative La Shawn 
Ford, and members of the Greater Lawndale 
Black Chamber of Commerce were amongst 
the crowd and had nothing but great things 
to say about the event.  Betts says “It is an 
honor to be able to welcome people from all 
walks of life into my community, whether 
it is my fellow North Lawndale neighbor or 
people from all across the city, my goal is 
to make sure that the people are enjoying 
themselves in a peaceful environment.”

Chamber Board Member Vetress Boyce 
had much to say in reference to the comedy 
event being a peaceful event.  Boyce said 
that ‘The event was a great opportunity 
for the people of the North Lawndale area 
to come out and let their hair down----it 
was a safe and festive event, with a high 
profile appeal, but most importantly it was 
a peaceful event.  Boyce adds “It is because 
the Chamber is in support of economic 
development for the North Lawndale area 
and our own people, it was most important 
for us to attend the even and support Marcus 
Betts.”  Boyce wasn’t the only Chamber 
member who felt this way Mark Carter 
another Board Member for the Chamber 
was also in support of the event however 
with a slightly different perspective.  The 

Marcus “Chizm” Betts Does It Again With Class And Style
Tali Bakhit

Greater Lawndale Black Chamber of 
Commerce’s goals are focused on creating 
an entertainment Mecca on 16th street and 
although Carter said he did enjoy the event 
he said that the Chambers main goal was to 
attend in order to evaluate the quality f the 
event and how it would fit into the venue of 
the entertainment Mecca which is planned 
for 16th st.  Carter says “It was nice to see 
people come from around the city to enjoy 
themselves, but we need to use these events 
to inform the people and not entertain them.”  
Carter adds “The Chambers agenda is to 
alleviate crime, poverty, and homelessness-
--and the only way t do this is with an 
economic and social strategy verses just a 
social strategy--all other strategies have 
failed.”  Although the comedy event was 
apart of the social strategy, Carter believes 
that the Chamber has something great in 
mind that will help build the bridge so that 
the social and economic will come together 
in order that everyday people are inclusive 
to events like the “Laugh til you cry again 
wine expo,” but as well problems within the 
community are solved through both venues.  

Commissioner Robert Steele seemed 
to be very excited about his experience 
at the event, and while speaking with the 
Commissioner his first words were “I’m still 
laughing.”   There were four comedians that 
performed the  night of the program which 
included B-Cole who headlined, Kendal 
Furgerson who was the host, Buffy Bay, 
and Wild Cat.  Commissioner Steele seems 
to have loved Wild Cat’s way of coming 
across.  Steele said “The highlight of the 

program to me was Wild Cat’s performance-
-as a church going man he was very funny 
and didn’t really use any profanity.”  The 
Commissioner felt that the event went a 
little slow in the beginning but it was well 
organized.  The Commissioner also made 
known that the DJ did a great job and the 
music was right on point.  There was wine, 
cheese,  turkey, and  gourmet cupcakes 
all given by sponsors.  The sponsor were 
Whole foods in the South Loop, Eric 
Lindsey from American Family Insurance, 
Brown Sugar Bakery, Reggae Wines, and 
Moscato.  The wine reception took place 

from 7PM until 8PM and 
the comedy show began at 
8PM.  Marcus says “This 
was more than a networking event, it was 
about creating unity in the community.”    
Representative LaShawn Ford said “It was 
a very successful event, and I really enjoyed 
coming---it was a sale out crowd, everyone 
enjoyed themselves, and there was no 
chaos---I attended because it was an event 
on the West Side and Marcus had the desire 
to bring something good to the West side.”

Top sponsor and business owner in the 
North Lawndale area Mark Lindsey, from 
American Family Insurance came along with 
his wife and eight of his friends.  Lindsey 
felt that it was essential for him to sponsor 
the event because he is a business owner 
in the community and he wanted to give 
something back to the community.  Lindsay 
said that this is the third event that he has 
attended that Betts has sponsored and he is 
looking forward to the next event.  Lindsey 
adds “The comedians were approachable, 
the food was delicious, and it was a very 
diverse crowd---the only thing that I would 
change about the event is getting a bigger 
place for the people.  With that in Mind, 
Betts has already spoken about using the full 
theater in order to bring in a greater crowd, I 
suppose the next event will allow him to do 
so.  To be continued.................

Marcus Betts would like to thank all 
of his sponsors for their participation and 
great support.  

CommUnity Law Day 
9am – 5pm 
Saturday - October 29, 2011 
UNITED for Better Living, Inc. 
4540 W. Washington-Chicago, IL 

Guest Attorneys & Presenters will discuss: 
- Criminal Law: Expungement, Sealing, Pardons (9am) 
- Housing: Foreclosure, Landlord-Tenant, Fair Housing (11am) 
- Consumer Rights: Fraud, Bankruptcy (1pm) 
- Businesses & Nonprofits, Churches 
- Family Law: Marriage & Divorce, Child Support & Custody  
 

Comedian B. Cole and Marcus Betts. Pictures 
are a courtesy of Marcus Betts.

Members of the audience get ready to get their laughs on. Pictures are a courtesy of Marcus Betts.
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WE WANT TO HELP VETERANS
WHO NEED EMPLOYMENT

BRING DD214 and/or RESUME 

WE WILL HELP YOU FIND JOBS AVAILABLE and 
ENTREPRENEUR OPPORTUNITIES

AT THE
VETERANS MULTI-PURPOSE EMPLOYMENT CENTERVETERANS MULTI-PURPOSE EMPLOYMENT CENTER

1211 S. WESTERN AVENUE, SUITE 203                                                    
CHICAGO, IL. 60608

COMPUTER TRAINING PROVIDED FREE TO VETERANS
SPONSORED BY THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

(312) 492-9090                                        ASK FOR: ABU
VETERANS FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS-FRIDAY’S at 2:00P

www.nlcn.orgwww.nlcn.org

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: ON 
STRANGER TIDES
 (**1/2)     The fourth installment helps put 
the “pirate” movie franchise somewhat back 
on track. Even the film feels more bloated 
than satisfying enough. Ian McShane joins 
into the fray as the rival pirate Blackbeard in 
search of the Fountain of Youth with Capt. 
Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp) in pursuit. 
While Penelope Cruz plays a woman from 
Jack’s past who happens to be Blackbeard’s 
daughter. 
 PG-13; 139min. Walt Disney Home Video 

BEATS, RHYMES AND LIFE: THE 
TRAVELS OF A TRIBE CALLED 
QUEST
 (***)   Actor Michael Rapaport turns a 
passion project towards his favorite musical 
group into a revealing documentary on the 
rocky relationship within this influential, 
innovative hip hop foursome that mixed 
jazz infused soundscapes into Afro-centric 
rhymes  
     From their 1985 formation to their 1996 
break-up, Rapaport’s film is a colorful 
exploration into the development of this truly 
American art form alongside the  human 
and creative strife that led to their group’s 
demise- but not the impact of their music, 
   This candid look at their human struggles 
that often affects the  personal and 
professional nature of show business that 
should serve as some food for thought for 
their fans, to the casual observers to the 
aspiring performers who might learn  from 
Tribe’s sacrifices and mistakes.
R; 112min. Sony Pictures Classics Home 
Video

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David 

Schultz

MARGIN CALL (**1/2) The Financial 
Crisis of 2008 gets dramatized but not as 
boldly depicted with actual names and facts 
as HBO’s “Too Big to Fail” that showed how 
the financial institutions created the mess that 
the government bailed them out of and left the 
nation’s  people to fend for themselves since 
then.

“Margin Call” is an intense and absorbing 
fictionalized account of the mess before public 
knowledge that is still relevant and depressing. 
But it’s not the “call to arms” it might have 
been. It’s more about being ‘too little too late”. 

Even though the film opens with no 
explanation to what led to this unnamed New 
York based financial firm’ s sudden  restructuring 
to commence into a raid of dismissals among  
its cubical employees fixated by their rows of 
computer data figures.

The only person during this “blood bath” 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

that should have not been terminated was risk 
management analyst Eric Dale (StanleyTucci) 
in the middle of a project that concerns him. 
When those in authority such as Will Emerson 
(Paul Bettany) and Sarah Robertson (Demi 
Moore) who each initially ignores his concern 
after escorting and arranging his dismissal.

In his immediate exit from the  building; 
Eric offers a warning when he passes a flash 
drive to entry level analyst/ “rocket scientist” on 
figures, Peter Sullivan (Zachery Quinto) who 
takes his cue from the office “pep talk” by the 
office boss, Sam Rogers (Kevin Spacey), a 33 
yr  veteran  company “survivor” whose current 
concern is over his dog’s tumor.

After office hours; Peter decides to further 
investigate the content of Eric’s flash drive that 
he completes with a disastrous forecast for the 
company that has spent too much in advance 
to ever get back from the consumer public that 

could ruin the company.
The film then chronicles the next 24 hrs. as 

a discreet panic mold begins a domino effect 
among the corporate brass. First, Peter phones 
Will and his co-worker, Seth (Penn Badgley) 
who is celebrating their survival at a nearby bar. 

Will and Seth return back to the office on 
Peter’s urgency. After they see what Peter 
already confirmed. Will phones Sam to return 
back to the office? While he sends Peter ands 
Seth bar-hopping in hopes of finding Eric.

Then Sam needs a second opinion from 
Jared Cohen (Simon Baker) and the board that 
have a conference over the disclosure and what 
can be done.

Interesting enough there is a comment made 
by Bettany’s character to Quinto and Badgley 
on the rooftop awaiting the helicopter arrival of 
Simon Baker’s character; “Everyone else can 
lose money. ...but they can’t”. This particular 
dialogue seems resonates and nearly sums up 
the rest of the film.

As Cohen decides to make Sarah Robertson 
(Demi Moore) to take the fall for the company. 
Even though she stated during the meeting she 
tried to warm him a year ago. Cohen wants to 
what would ruin the company—sell out.  But 
he’s concern that Sam Roger won’t “step up” 
and do what’s right as indicated by Will. 

But the real trouble for this film is when its 
gets caught up in this decision for this dilemma; 
the movie doesn’t have anywhere to go from 
here. “Margin Call” is an interesting as it is m 
but it is a film that still seems to run out of steam 
before it gets there.
R; 105 min A Lionsgate Film/ Roadshow 
Attraction Picture Presentation
Presented at AMC River East 21, 
Landmark’s Century Centre and 
Landmark’s Renaissance

she rents to her mother. 
Senator Collins lives at 2159 W. 

Warren Blvd in a duplex. She lives on the 
2nd and 3rd floor of the duplex.There was 
also a report by the associated Press stating 
the Hyde Park residency as her mother’s 
home back in 2009 where she and her sister 
were robbed by gunpoint approaching 
their mother’s home according to the 
Associated Press.

Senator Collins won several election 
campaigns for the State Rep seat in the 
10th District but this is her 1st time 
covering a much larger area with two state 
rep districts the 9th and 10th comprising 
her senatorial district.  She has a passion 
for economic development and initiatives 

that prevent the progress thereof, especially 
in the most economically distressed areas of 
her district.

She has and still is taking actions to build 
and strenghten relationships in the areas new 
to her as senator. Townhall meetings have 
taken place and are still upcoming on specific 
issues such as the new curfew law and how 
it will impact youth and parents. She also 
attended the community meeting held by 
24th Ward Alderman Michael D. Chandler 
at United Baptist Church Thursday and 
NLCN spoke extensively with her at an event 
given by the Greater North Lawndale Black 
Chamber of Commerce (GNLBCC). For 
more information contact Senator Collins 
office at (312) 733-5009

Collins from front page

Senator Annazette Collins duplex at 2159 W. Warren Blvd where she lives
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? 
You Can Do it Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

NORTH LANWDALE ARE. 
APTS FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage 
greystone building, newly renovated 
2 and 4 bdrm apts, hrdwd floors, 
ceiling fans and jacuzzi. Completely 
remodeled kitchen cabinets, counter 
tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent and 
sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-
6911.

BEAUTIFUL  APT FOR RENT 
beautiful, spacious, newly rehabbed 
2 bdrm unit in a 2 flat bldg. The unit 
is completely rehabbed with beautiful 
kitchen, spacious lvg rm and dining 
rm. Very close to shopping center and 
grocery stores, great elementary and 
high schools. No pets allowed. For 
more details call me today at 708/264-
5711. Sec. 8 welcomed

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Rioosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect 
for seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,
Secure,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, 
Heat, Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, 
Hrdwd Flrs, Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 
N. Kildare, Newly Renovated,Large, 
very nice, Three Bd. Quite, Secure. 
Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.Rm 1650 S. 
St. Louis. 773-838-8471

Hurry Prices Good Until September 1, 2011

FREE FREE FREE - Free cable 
(150 channels), Internet (10 MB) and 
unlimited nationwide calling. Free 
40’ plasma tv, STUDIOS, 1, 2 &  3 
BDRMS. Newly remodeled kit./bath. 
Near transportation, secured/privacy. 
Call (773) 921-1771 ask for Ms. 
Norton.

APT FOR RENT 3 bdrm apt. hardwood 
floors, Newly decorated. Stove and 
refrigerator included. In the Lawndale 
Community. Rent $1300/month. Sec 8 
welcome. Call 773-882-9424

Wanted: Instructor 
For Microsoft Office 

Classes
Please Call 

312 492-9090

HELP WANTED

FALL SPECIAL CLASSIFIEDS $20 (5 Lines, each additional line $3)
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II


