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With the runoff election just a few 
weeks away, 24th Ward alderman 
candidate Michael D. Chandler 
plans to replace current Alderman 
Sharon Dixon and add some 
improvements to the 24th ward. 
Chandler speaks with the North 
Lawndale Community News about 
his intentions.
Are you nervous about going 
against Dixon in the runoff?
Absolutely not.
Do you feel that Sharon Dixon has 
done a good job?
Of course I don’t.
Why not? 
Well first of all, for the last four 
years basically what she’s done…
she’s hid from the 24th Ward. She 
moved her office all the way over 
to the southern edge of her ward, 
right across the street from the office 
of the 12th Ward. She has not been 
responsive to the people of the 24th 
Ward [and] their needs. I don’t think 
she understands that her job is to be 
a public servant. When you’re an 
alderman, the people are the boss. 

miChaeL ChandLer: is he ready For the 24th ward aLderman seat
Nicholas Short

You’re not the boss of the people. I 
don’t think she has a clue to knowing 
what the alderman’s job is.
Why should people vote for you?
Well because I have a track record. 
I was selected by the people 
three times. We brought in a new 
Dominick’s, we brought in a new 
[Cineplex Odeon] Movie Theatre, 
we brought in a National City Bank, 
we brought in a Starbucks…so I have 
a track record. I have the experience. 
We have a new mayor coming in 
[and] half the city council is going 
to be new. We need somebody down 
there with the experience and [an] 
understanding that the alderman’s 
job is to represent the people of 
24th Ward. The people of the ward, 
they’re going to be my boss and I’m 
going to listen to them, listen to their 
ideas, put their ideas together and get 
out here and fight to make their ideas 
a reality. 
What will you do about the crime 
in the 24th Ward?
I think we need to sit down with the 
police commanders. We need to sit 

down with the block club residents. 
We need to come up with a plan or 
program that will help encourage 
our youth not to participate in acts 
of violence. I feel that we have to go 
to young people ourselves directly. I 
don’t think we can just sit in a room 
and come up with solutions. I think 

we have to include the people that are 
involved in the process. I believe we 
need to have prayer vigils. I believe 
we need to pray hard. I believe we 
need to work hard and find some 
common ground in our community. 
People need to come together. There 
are some very important issues that 
we are faced with in the days to come, 
so we really need to come together 
and work together to find solutions 
together. I’m not saying that I have 
all of the answers because I don’t…
but when we all come together as a 
community, we can find the answers 
and work toward the solutions.
How will you improve the 
education in the 24th Ward?
When I was the alderman before, [I 
was] the first alderman in the city of 
Chicago to call all of the principals 
together to have a meeting with all 
the principals in my ward. I did that 
and we are going continue to do that. 
We gave incentives out to the student 
that had the most improved academic 
record—not necessarily the smartest 
one but the one that came from 

behind and pulled himself up and 
improved in grades. We gave him a 
bicycle. We plan on having additional 
incentives. We need to he hire the 
most qualified teachers. I intend to 
be the alderman that sits at the table 
and helps choose the next school 
superintendent. Hopefully, we’ll find 
a superintendent with an educational 
background. It’s about the parents 
working together with the students,  
the teacher getting involved in the 
process, the grandparents getting 
involved in the process and all of 
us working together to bring about 
positive change and [an] educational 
environment in our community.
What will you do about the 
unemployment in the 24th Ward?
Well, the first thing I’d like to do 
about the unemployment situation 
in the 24th Ward is [that] I’d like to 
establish a committee, an advisory 
committee made up of residents that 
live in the ward...as the alderman 
of the ward with the extents that I 
have, I plan on using TIF dollars 

See Chandler page 5

Michael D. Chandler

Because my momma told 
me to keep quiet when I have 
nothing good to say, I have 
mostly sat out commenting about 
the recent elections in Chicago, 
especially as they pertain to the 
city’s black community.

But a recent run-in with a 
supporter of Michael Chandler’s 
current run-off campaign to 
replace Sharon Dixon, the 
woman who replaced him, as 24th 
Ward Alderman, has prompted 
an observation I think I need to 
share at this time. The election 
will be decided April 5th. 

Now, truth be told, I live in 
the 28th Ward. But because my 
son has attended school in the 
24th for more than four years, I 
am always in the neighborhood. 
I also have other interests and 
friends in the ward and consider 
it part of my locale. You would 
think I live in the ward.

Anyway, I am going to 
admit up front that I know little 
about the two people seeking the 
24th’s aldermanic seat. I have 
heard much about Sharon Dixon, 
and I do receive her emails about 
developments in the ward. And 
I did meet her last year when 
the community was up in arms 

LANE CHANGE: CHOICE IN 
24TH WARD COMES DOWN TO 
POSSIBILITY FOR GROWTH

A Commentary by Travles R. Lane

during a meeting about the issues 
surrounding the future of former 
11th District police commander 
Penelope Trahanas related to her 
troubles with a former boyfriend.

I only heard of Michael 
Chandler this year, the former 12-
year alderman of the 24th who lost 
the last election to Dixon.

I am mentioning all this 
because I did happen to meet 
a Chandler supporter last 
week when I visited 3333 W. 
Arthington to see a childhood 
friend of mine who serves on 
Congressman Danny Davis’ staff. 
Chandler has a campaign office 
in the building, and I ran into 
this elderly gentleman who grew 
very animated when I mentioned 
I write for the North Lawndale 
Community Newspaper. He was 
a Chandler campaign operative 
and took exception to the current 
issue of the paper in which a 
Chandler ad was published next 
to an article by a writer that was 
critical of the former alderman’s 
tenure before he lost his seat to 
Dixon.

And I must add, the 
Mar. 10-16 article by Fred 
Mitchell headlined “THE 24TH 

See Growth page 5
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In helping to highlight celebrating 
the huge accomplishment of the 1st new 
residential construction along 16th street 
on the Westside of Chicago in many 
decades, North Lawndale Community 
News (NLCN) sat down with (LCDC) 
Lawndale Christian Development Cor-
poration’s Executive Director, Kim Jack-
son. LCDC is celebrating the ground-
breaking of a mixed used affording 
housing development on 16th and Hamlin 
called the Dr. King Legacy Apartments.  

LCDC is celebrating Dr. King’s fair 
housing campaign in Chicago, and their 
project will provide 45 quality, affordable 
rental units on the land located at 1550 S. 
Hamlin, where Dr. King and his family 
moved in 1966 to continue his work. The 
building will also house the MLK Fair 
Housing Museum and will provide op-
portunities for North Lawndale residents 

Lawndale Christian Development 
Corporation’s & Dr. King Legacy 

Apartments

to move from apartments and housing 
that they weren’t really able to afford. 
Many are spending 60 percent of their 
income for housing, but the Dr. King 
Legacy Apartments will offer residents a 
home that is affordable, energy-efficient, 
and part of history.

NLCN: With the History of Dr. 
King living here, and the idea of provid-
ing affordable housing, what is that defi-
nition of affordable housing, which is still 
bantered around?

Ms. Jackson: What our definition 
is….is providing rents that people that 
currently live here can afford and that rent 
ranges from $238 for a two bedroom. The 
most expensive two bedroom is $600.00 
a month and a lot people can afford that 
who currently live here. That’s always 

Executive Director of Lawndale Christian Development Corporation (LCDC), 
Kim Jackson sitting in the living room of the model apartment of the 45 unit Dr. 
King Legacy Apts. The apartment’s address is 1550 S. Hamlin which was Dr. 
King’s address where he lived during his stay in Chicago.

See Legacy page 4
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, Tamiko Bowie, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2010 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date March 17, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Drawing the Line:
The Illinois Senate 

Redistricting Committee 
To Host 5 Public Hearings

By Valerie F. Leonard

The Illinois Senate Redistricting Committee will 
be hosting 5 public hearings in preparation for the 
State’s redistricting process. This is a critical process, 
as the State of Illinois’ population grew at a slower 
rate than some states in the Southwest, resulting in 
the loss of a Congressional seat; the City of Chicago 
has lost population; African American communities 
have lost population; Latino communities have gained 
population; there will be a legislative district created 
to provide the Chinese community in China Town 
with a critical mass to impact political decisions; the 
24th Ward has lost population; the 27th Ward has 
lost population; the 28th Ward has lost population; 
the 29th Ward has lost population; the 12th Ward has 
lost population; the 25th Ward has lost population; 
the 2nd Ward has gained population and the 22nd 
Ward has lost population. (I focused on West Side 
Wards, but I’m sure the North and South sides have 
wards that have experienced significant population 
shifts) There is new leadership in a number of 
Wards and Legislative Districts impacting the City. 

During a recent public meeting in which Democratic 
Committeemen from the North and West Sides 
selected former Senator Rickey Hendon’s replacement, 
Secretary of State Jesse White indicated that Illinois 

See Redistricting  back page
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Dear health conscious reader, are you 45 
or older and carrying some extra weight around 
the middle? Don’t exercise regularly or have a 
family history of diabetes?  If so, there’s a good 
chance you already suffer from pre-diabetes, or 
perhaps even full-blown diabetes.   That’s the 
plain and simple truth. Why would I say this?  
Well, here are two reasons we should be serious 
about diabetes…

1. About 26 million people in the United 
States-about 8 percent of the population.

2.  Add another 67 million Americans 
who suffer from pre-

Diabetes almost 20 percent; that’s close to 
1 out of every 3 persons being affected by some 
form of diabetes!  

I’m sure you’d agree that’s a lot of people. 
And the numbers continue to grow quickly.  In 
fact, diabetes is epidemic.  Even our children are 
starting to be affected.

WHY WE SHOULD CARE ABOUT 
DIABETES

Diabetes kills…It was the 7th leading cause 
of death listed on U.S. death certificates in 2006.

Diabetes also costs… Factoring in all the 
expenses of undiagnosed diabetes, pre-diabetes, 
and medically diagnosed diabetes brought the 
total cost of this one disease in the U.S. in 2007 
to a budget-straining $218 billion.

•	 Blindness: Diabetes is the leading 
cause of new cases of blindness among adults 
aged 20-74 years.

•	 KIDNEY FAILURE: Diabetes also is 
the leading cause of kidney failure, accounting 
for 44 percent of new cases in 2005.

•	 HEART DISEASE: The risk for heart 
disease death or stroke is 2 to 4 times higher 
among people with diabetes.

•	 AMPUTATION OF LIMBS: In 2004 
about 71,000 lower-limb amputations resulted 
from diabetes.

•	 NEUROPATHY or NERVE DISEASE: 
About 60 to 70 percent of those with diabetes 
suffer from mild to severe forms of damage to 
their nervous systems. Plus other issues, such as 
erectile dysfunction, hearing loss, even severe 

What You Should Know About Diabetes
Abu Bakr Nurruddin

gum disease… 
(SOURCE: From the Desk of Travis Davis 

Newsmax Health Publisher. Newsmax.com)
MANAGING DIABETES
WHILE DIABETES IS A SERIOUS 

DISEASE, YOU CAN LIVE A LONG 
AND HEALTHY LIFE AND PREVENT 
COMPLICATIONS. Living well with diabetes 
requires both good medical care and effective 
self-management.  Although there is much 
that health care providers can do, you must 
take responsibility for learning about diabetes 
and managing the daily decisions and actions 
necessary to deal with the disease.  Before 
looking at all of the options for self-management 
however, let’s talk about diabetes and its causes.

SELF-MANAGEMENT
No matter what kind of diabetes you have, 

there are two major self-management tasks to 
keep in mind.  The first is to maintain a safe 
blood glucose level.  This means balancing all 
the treatment methods, which include healthy 
eating, exercise, managing stress and emotions, 
and medication.  The second task is to detect 
early any problems caused by diabetes.  Of 
course, these two are very closely linked because 
high blood glucose levels cause many of these 
problems…

WHAT IS DIABETES
 Diabetes is essentially a disease that makes 

it difficult for the body to turn food into fuel.  To 
understand diabetes, it is helpful to know a little 
about the digestion process, the function of the 
pancreas and insulin in the body, and how these 
relate to diabetes.                                                                            

Some of the food we eat (carbohydrates and 
sugars) is broken down in the digestion process 
into a simple sugar called glucose.  The glucose 
is absorbed into the bloodstream from your 
stomach, which makes your blood glucose (also 
known as blood sugar), levels rise.  In order for 
the cells of your body to use the glucose as fuel, 
it needs the help of insulin.  Insulin is a hormone 
produced by the pancreas, a small gland located 
below and behind your stomach.  Insulin acts as 
a bridge that helps the blood glucose get from the 

bloodstream into the cells. Once inside the cells, 
the glucose is burned to give your body energy.

Glucose in the body can be compared to 
the gasoline in a car; they are each a fuel and a 
source of energy. Gasoline alone, however, is not 
enough to make the car move.  We also need a 
key to start the motor, which allows the gasoline 
to be converted into energy. Like the car, our 
bodies also need a key that enables us to use 
glucose as energy.  Insulin is this key; it carries 

the glucose from the bloodstream into the cells, 
where it produces energy for the body. 

In diabetes, insulin is not able to carry out 
this function, because either the pancreas does 
not produce enough insulin or the pancreas does 
not produce enough insulin or the insulin that is 
produced cannot be used efficiently by the body.  
As a result, glucose rises to high levels in the 
blood.  When the kidneys filter the blood, excess 

See Diabetes page 4
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glucose spills out in the urine.  This causes one 
of the symptoms of diabetes, which is frequent 
urination and large amounts of sugar in the urine.  
This is how diabetes got its name, diabetes 
mellitus.  The Greek word diabetes means “to 
pass through,” and the Latin work mellitus 
means “sugar” or “honey.”

Elevated blood glucose levels over years 
can damage arteries and nerves throughout the 
body.  This can lead to heart disease and heart 
attacks, nerve damage (neuropathy, which causes 
burning, tingling, and numbness in the hands 
and feet) kidney damage, vision problems, more 
frequent and serious infections and sometimes 
the loss of limbs.  The good news is that many of 
these complications can be prevented or delayed.

There are different types of diabetes. Type 1 
and Type 2 diabetes.  There is one thing common 
to all types of diabetes: The body does not 
produce insulin, or it cannot use the insulin that 
is produced.

As is the case for many chronic diseases, 
the exact cause of diabetes is not known.  Type 
1 diabetes, usually starts in childhood; it is 
probably an autoimmune disease.  This means 
that for reasons we do not completely understand, 
the body turns on its immune system to destroy 
the pancreas’s ability to produce insulin.  The 
result is a lack or absence of insulin.

Type 2 diabetes, often referred to as non-
insulin dependent diabetes, or adult-onset 
diabetes mellitus, usually starts in adulthood 
after age 40.  Although there is no single cause 
for type 2 diabetes its onset appears to be related 
to a series of factors.  It is most common among 
people who are overweight where the excess fat 
does not allow the body to use the insulin well.  
In other words, insulin is produced but the body 
is resistant to it.  Insulin resistance means that 
the body is not very effective in moving the 
glucose from the blood into the cells of the body. 
Therefore, the glucose builds up in the blood 

because the body cannot use it.
Type 2 diabetes does not seem to be an 

auto immune disease.  Rather, it tends to run in 
families and its onset may occur as a result of 
other factors, such as being overweight, stress, 
eating, and other lifestyle habits or some other 
illness. The important difference between the two 
types of diabetes is that Type 1 requires the daily 
use of insulin, whereas the majority of people 
with Type 2 may not need insulin to control 
the disease.  However, if blood glucose levels 
cannot be well controlled with diet exercise, and 
oral medications, insulin may be needed in Type 
2 diabetes.  Despite this difference, however, 
there are some similarities in the symptoms 
that can appear in both types of diabetes.  These 
include fatigue, increased appetite, blurry vision, 
frequent urination, excessive thirst, changes in 
mood, infections, and unexplained weight loss.

(Source: Living a healthy Life with 
Chronic Conditions self-Management of Heart 
Disease, Arthritis, Diabetes, Asthma, Bronchitis, 
Emphysema and others)

After receiving this information the North 
Lawndale Community News (NLCN) received 
an invitation to attend the Rush University 
Hospital (formerly Presbyterian-St. Luke 
Hospital) to take part in its: Take Charge of Your 
Diabetes (Diabetes Self-Management Program) 
Leaders Training 2011 four day workshop during 
February 23-24 and March 2-3, 2011 from 
9:00A-4:00P each day.

This workshop in spite of its seriousness 
is coupled with fun, and lots of laughter, is 
recommended for anyone who has a serious 
health issue and decide to become much more 
disciplined by using the tools of self-management 
will benefit from and enjoy this workshop.

If you or your organizations are interested 
in hosting this kind of workshop phone or e-mail: 
Ms. Dana Wright; Coordinator, Community 
Health Older Adult Programs. Tel: 312-942-
7900, Fax: 312-942-6116, or e-mail her at: 
Dana_M_Bright@rush.edu 

Diabetes from page 3
our desire is to create the supply for the demand that 
is currently here. While everybody won’t be able to 
afford $600.00, a lot of people can actually afford 
$600.00 a month. Quite frankly, a lot people are al-
ready paying way more than that now.

NLCN: For that $600.00 a month, what will 
that give people?

Ms. Jackson: That gives them a two bedroom 
apartment with access to laundry on-site, a fitness 
center, and hopefully some new businesses that will 
be accessible to them, like a drycleaners, a restaurant, 
things that they will be able to just walk around the 
corner and have  access to. And of course it gives 
them energy efficient apartments where I ‘m almost 
certain that whoever moves in here…. they will pay 
less than 50% of what they use to pay for utilities 
when they move in here.

NLCN: How is that made possible?
Ms. Jackson: Well, first of all it was made pos-

sible by a grant through the State (State of Illinois) an 
energy grant. Which enabled us to provide tankless 
hotwater heater and that in itself is very energy ef-
ficient and usually is in high end homes, homes that 
are on the gold coast. But what it does is eliminate 
the hotwater tank, which on a daily basis in heating 
the same water over and over again. The tankless ho-
twater heaters that we have only provides hotwater 
on demand, so when you turn on your faucet it’s go-
ing to run through this box that provides hotwater at 
that time and saves a lot of money on that. We also 
have super insulation here, so the walls are very insu-
lated. The ceiling are insulated, as well. The furnaces 
that we have are 90 plus efficiency furnaces…. And 
then we have green roofs, so that heat will not be loss 
through the ceiling.

NLCN: Greenroof, can you elaborate on that 
a little bit?

Ms. Jackson: A greenroof is a technology 
which is vegetation that is on top of your rooftop and 
it basically acts as an insulated natural buffer. It re-
duces the heat coming in ….in the summertime so 
the heat beaming down on a roof usually that heat 
penetrates the ceiling of the apartment. So, it elimi-
nates that and it also acts a barrier for that apartment 
below that the heat is not leaving through the ceiling, 
as well. So it really does reduce heat going in and out 

and keeps it where it needs to be.
NLCN: Let’s start with some of the people in-

volved, since you are going to have this celebration, 
when is that going to be?

Ms. Jackson: The celebration, well there is 
two celebrations. There is one that is at the Hyatt Mc-
Cormick Place. Which is the official Gala Celebra-
tion. We have invited Martin Luther King III to come 
in and celebrate with us. When we initially thought 
about doing this project, we actually met with Mar-
tin III and shared with him our plans and ideas of 
bringing honor to his dad’s name. He was very ex-
cited about it and gave us some ideas about names 
and those kinds of things. We have been keeping 
him abreast of this project and how it’s been mov-
ing forward. I invited him to come out as we were 
done. Definitely, for him to see what the apartments 
look like and really just to come and celebrate the 
accomplishments.

NLCN: Hearing the Stories what have you 
learned about Dr. Kings stay here? 

Ms. Jackson: I’ve learned a lot about Dr. Kings 
stay and I think that’s probably one of the  biggest 
gifts for me was having an opportunity, because I’m 
not from here, hearing the stories from the people 

Hear more of NLCN’s interview with Ms. 
Kimberly Jackson on our website at www.nlcn.
org.

On April 3, 2011 at 5:00 pm Lawndale Chris-
tian Development Corporation (LCDC) is hosting a 
Gala to celebrate the opening of the Dr. King Legacy 
Apartments and ribbon cutting for these apartments 
on April 4, 2011 (43rd Anniversary of Dr. King’s as-

Legacy from front page

Kitchen of the model apartment of the 45 unit 
Dr. King Legacy Apts

See page 7
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  (312) 806-0646

LEGAL SERVICES

Need A Lawyer?               We Can Help!

* CONSULTATION
* LETTER & PHONE CALLS
* CONTRACT REVIEW
* EVICTIONS
* BANKRUPTCY
* DIVORCE
* WILL PREPARATION
* EXPUNGEMENT

CALL THERESA TODAY
(312) 806-0646

AS LOW AS $38.95

to help small businesses get started on the 
24th Ward. Fifty thousand dollar grants that 
can go to people [who] want to start small 
businesses in the ward. The fact of the matter 
is that the number one employer in the United 
States of America are small businesses, so 
we want to help the small business people—
the entrepreneurs of people of the 24th Ward 
that want to get started out in business—give 
them a leg up and help them get started. And 
as long as they are going to hire people in the 
community, I will make sure that we have 
grants available to them. 
If elected, how will you communicate with 
the people of your ward?
When I was alderman of the 24th Ward for the 
twelve years, we had monthly community 
meetings. We used to meet the second Tuesday 
of the month at 6 p.m. This time, if the good 

Chandler from front page

WARD ALDERMANIC RUNOFF 
DILEMMA” was also critical of Dixon 
and basically said both candidates are 
“unsatisfactory choices” to lead the ward 
based on their previous performances in 
the post. It favored neither candidate.

I answered the irate man by asking 
him who may I see to gain an interview 
with Chandler. Then I could hear from 
him about the ad complaint as well as 
inquire about the candidate’s vision 
for the future of a ward his campaign 
literature claims he “will work harder 
and smarter” to serve this time around 
if elected. The older fella then referred 
me to a sister behind a desk in the office 
across from Davis’ suite.

I identified myself and left her my 

contact information for the interview 
request before she “reminded” to “remind 
Isaac (NLCN publisher Isaac Lewis) 
that as a non-profit, the paper has “to be 
careful” about upsetting potential sources 
of its funding.  I think Bro. Mitchell said 
something in his article last week about 
the perception of arrogance characterizing 
Chandler’s previous administration.

Anyway, while I have yet to receive 
an answer from the sister behind the desk 
as to my interview request, I found her 
attempt at subtlety last week in voicing 
caveats to my paper and its publisher 
spoke volumes about what portends for 
those who criticize Candidate Chandler 
now, if perchance voters perceive him 
as the lesser of two evils and make him 
Alderman Chandler again.

Just saying.

Growth from front pagelord is willing and people come out to vote 
[on] April 5, and after we win this election, 
we’d like to have [the meeting] moved around 
the ward and have it at locations where we 
are not constrained by time…we intend to 
communicate with people by mail, we intend 
to communicate with people by having my 
office located in the heart of the 24th Ward, 
not on the outskirts of the ward…we intend to 
locate the office back on Roosevelt Road.  
What is your most important issue and why?
There’s a lot of issues. I listen to my people to 
see what’s on their minds. I lot of the ideas I’m 
talking about, they didn’t come from Michael 
Chandler, but they came from the people of the 
24th Ward. That’s the alderman’s job: to listen 
to the people and then fight for what’s right for 
the community and stand up for our people.
What will you do if you don’t win? 
Well, that doesn’t come across my mind. You 
made that statement. That’s my answer and 
I’m sticking to it.
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DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: RODRICK RULES
(***) Its never easy growing up under older siblings that 
is the humor, and irony that makes up “Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid: Rodrick Rules”, the second screen adaptation from 
Jeff Kinney’s popular  children’s book series that is more 
balanced and detailed that thee initial 2010 hit film that 
kids and their parents will thoroughly enjoy
   After surviving being the new kid in middle school, 
Gregg Heffley (Zachery Gordon) enters 7th grade having 
his eyes set on a lovely cutie that is already considered out 
of his league, Holly Hill (Peyton List) whose family just 
transferred from Oregon.
    But Gregg still enters the new school year with the same 
old problems; trying to overcome situations that make him 
appear nerdy or a klutz to others that are usually shared 
with his chunky best friend, Rowley (Robert Capron). 
   When the two apparently are unable to skate at the family 
night at the roller rink; this leads to embarrassment for 
Gregg by his mother, Susan (Rachael Harris) shouting 
her concern on the D.J’s microphone and her husband, 
Frank (Steve Zahn) who eventually carries Gregg off the 
ice in full view of onlookers from hi school.   But the 
worst is what “Rodrick Rules “is truly about --- sibling 
rivalry from the older brother (Devon Bostick) who seizes 
every opportunity to torment Gregg who begins to get it 
from both sides. When he begins to get blame for things 
purposely committed by his 3 yr old baby brother, Manny. 
  Their mother Susan who in her spare time writes an advice 
column usually about the virtues and values of being 
brothers. While the parents develop a scheme through 
Susan that pays the boys each time they spend together.
  Even though, Rodrick is currently involved in establishing 
his garage band whose needs  and accepts a new rock 
guitarist Bill Walter (Fran Kranz), a punk rocker who still 
lives with his parents. 
   Meanwhile Rodrick agrees to teach Gregg and Rowley 
how to play the drums that is short lived. As Rodrick sees 
this opportunity to make extra money at Gregg’s expense 
that ultimately leads to the brothers being punished by 
missing a family outing. In order to stay at home together 
to work out their differences upon the parents’ return.
   Naturally, their parent’s absence leads to initially more 
suffering for Gregg whose tricked into being locked in the 
basement by Gregg whose plans a house party for his teen 
friends that their father warned against.
   But during the party when the parents do a phone check, 
Rodrick who kept the teenagers quiet is ultimately forced 
to unlock and free Gregg and his buddy, Rowley from the 
basement. When Gregg is able to join in the phone chat on 
the alternative line phone in the basement.
    Because of their goals, Rodrick and Gregg begin to share time 
together on their own and each discovers the other isn’t half as 
bad as their thought. Especially when they share in teasing car 
customers outside a convenient store with fake vomit.     But 
eventually the brothers’ relationship is shattered when digital 
camera photos from the party are accidentally discovered 
during a small dinner gathering with Susan’s editor and his wife 
that leads to Rodrick not being allowed to participate with his 
band in the talent show.      So Rodrick learns that when they 
were punished by having to spend time with their grandfather 
at the retirement home. Where Gregg runs in to Holly visiting 
her grand parents who reveals how being tormented by an older 
sibling is the way it is for awhile.
   Gregg writes about the experience in his dairy that Rodrick 
tries to steal with Gregg chasing after him in his under briefs that 
leads to Rodrick videotaping him in this embarrassing moment 
as his “bargaining chip” against Gregg.  But eventually, on the 
night of the talent show, Gregg makes agreement to could also 
embarrass him being the stage assistant to Rowley’s clumsy 
magic act. If his mother that allows Rodrick to play in the band.
        ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules” is more of a 
delightful surprise than the initial film. A human comedy for 
kids that is totally relatable and imaginative through its fantasy 
sequences and animated commentary vignettes from the pages 
of Kinney’s book.           But the difference comes from 
the crisp direction and the engaging script that brings 
out the humor and warmth of its characters and its moral 
message. G; 96min. A 20th Century Fox Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

Disney’s TANGLED (***) Not only a 
momentous occasion as Disney’s 50th animated 
feature; this long planned, semi-fractured retelling 
of the Brothers Grimm’s fairy tale “Rapunzel” 
given some original Broadway type show tunes 
from Alan Menken is the closest to restoring its 
former cinematic glory
         In a forest outside of the royal castle; a “fountain 
of youth” flower is mistakenly left out by the evil 
Mother Gothel used to restore and maintain her 
ageless beauty. Until the flower is discovered and 
taken to the castle where a good king and his ailing 
but pregnant Queen are expecting their first child.
         When the plant transforms the newborn with 
golden magical hair, the vain Gothel steals the child 
from the castle, raising the infant and enslaving her 
in a tower. 
         Where years later, a rogue outlaw, Flynn Ryder 
(Zachery Levi) who double crossed his hulky twin 
brothers’ accomplices and chased by the King’s 
guards over stealing the Queen’s bejeweled crown; 
ends up at the tower. Where Rapunzel agrees to 
return the crown to him if he takes here to kingdom 
to view the annual paper lantern parade in honor 
of the lost princess.  PG; 101min. Walt Disney 
Home Entertainment; Available: March 29

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

  HOW DO YOU KNOW (**) Writer-director 
James L. Brooks’ first film since 2004’s “Spanglish” 
is quirky but uneven and a bit miscast romantic 
comedy that challenges how little we realize when 
one’s truly is in love through two individuals, Reese 
Witherspoon as a  recently cut  softball player and 
Owen Wilson as an obnoxious and rich, womanizing 
pro ball player star lacking tact and improper 
comments who each are at the crossroads of their 
lives when brought together by a blind date that was 
meant from Paul Rudd as this nice businessman 
trying to overcome his nektonic fears. When he finds 
himself subpoena by the government for stock fraud 
at his father’s (Jack Nicholson) company. The film 
melts down to Paul Rudd’s character dealing with 
a No-brainer” dilemma whether or not to take plea 
bargain or live happily ever after. PG-120min. Sony 
Pictures Home Video
   MADE IN DAGENHAM (***)  An entertaining 
British import based on the true story of the 1968 
strike at the Ford Motor Car plant in the United 
Kingdom where 187 underpaid women machinist 
workers in a predominantly male oriented workplace 
walked off  in protest over sexual discrimination and 
poor working conditions led by Sally Hawkins in 
another fine performance that is just as diverse and 

wonderful as “Happy Go Lucky”  with 
Bob Hoskins as the sympathetic shop 
steward who rally the women within 
themselves and their clause.
    Even though nearly thirty five years ago, 
the  topical themes and issues of this film 
still resonates today; to how  one must 
stand up for equality in the workplace 
and wages, A brave and brass film well 
directed by Nigel Cole that goes beyond 
“Norma Rae”. R; 113min. Sony Pictures 
Hone Video
   FASTER  (**1/2) Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson returns to the macho action forum 
as a recently paroled convict out on a one 
man crusade to avenge the murder of his 
younger brother during as robbery heist 
that is interrupted by a another group of 
criminals.
       One by one Johnson’s character enacts 
terminally retribution on each responsible 
leading up to the  reformed criminal turned 
revival preacher (well played byAdewale 
Akinnuoye-Agbaje) While proving 

See Video page 7
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THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

3 BEDROOMS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424
2-1/2BEDROOMS HEAT-INCL. $800 a month 1-month rent & 
1month security Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-287-
5779

CHICAGO WESTSIDE HOMAN 
SQUARE APTS 2br $900 - 3br $1000. 
Tenant pays light & gas. Section 8 
welcome, Pick up applicayion at 3607 W. 
Polk, Mon-Fri 9:30am - 4:30pm.
1807 S. ST. LOUIS Conveniently located near 
public transportation. Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

2 BEDROOMS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo 
plus two months security Call 773-522-0733

CLEAN SPACIOUS THREE BDRM 
apartment-newly rehabbed, large living room 
and kitchen, with appliances, hardwood 
floors, tenant pays heat, forced-air. Contact 
773 838-8471

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN 
AREAS 2 bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 bedroom 
$675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. 
Mason. Immediately available. 1 month security . Plus 1st month 
rent required. No Pets, Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of my units 
have heat included and some have no security. 
3506 W. Huron and 2115 W. Farwell, both 
one bdrm. 2133 W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. 
Harding 4 bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, 
dryer, and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 W. 
Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 4 
bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

APT FOR RENT 1500 S. Hamlin, 1st Fl. 
unit. 3 bdrms, 1 bth, garage park, Lv rm/Dn 
rm Hrdwd flrs. Call 630/625-2812. Avail. 2/1

APT FOR RENT 3-1/2 RMS (1BDRM) 
secure building 1501 S. Kilbourn, appliances 
included cooking gas and heat, sec 8 welcome 
$700 per month  call 773-522-4024

APT FOR RENT Two (2)  
Bedrooms, Living Room/
Dining Room Newly Remodeled 
Kitchen and Bathroom Enclosed 
Backporch, Heat Included 
Location: Cermak and Keeler 
(1st FL), Chicago, IL Rental Fee: 
$800.00 Plus one month security 
deposit For more information call 
815-577-0773

ROOM FOR RENT $350 per 
month. $150 deposit. 1654 S. 
Homan. Utilities are included  
Men Only. Call 773/557-9421.

himself meaner than a youthful hitman sent to kill him and  
a crooked cop (Billy Bob Thornton) aiming to survive this 
case to reconcile with his family 
     It’s an interesting diversion from Chicago born 
director George Tillman Jr. who gave us “Soul Food” and 
“Notorious” that has its moments, but not enough to make 
the difference here. R; 98min.  Sony Pictures Home 
Entertainment; Available: March 1
    BAMBI: Diamond Edition (****)   Walt Disney’s 
enduring animated  coming of age classic tale of a young 
fawn into deer-hood who learns life lesson that encompass 
friendship, love,  survival and the miracle of life. The 
restoration quality for this first time high def blue-ray 
treatment that heights the quality and clarity of this 
entertaining yet breathtaking wildlife tale set to animation 
perfection. G; 70min Walt Disney Home Entertainment; 
Available: March 1
   BURLESQUE (*1/2) A poor man’s movie musical  that 
appears stuck in  a seedy “Cabaret” type  purgatory. While 
the script tries to mock the old MGM musicals of “Let’s 
put on a show” scenario to save the club that is in debt 
for its owner played by Cher. But the film was made and 
co executive produced by Christina Aguilera making her 
screen acting  debut as small town Iowa girl  who decides 
to break free from her dead end job to pursuit her dream in 
Hollywood who wants to sing and perform a the burlesque 
lounge.         The film has life and energy when the women 
strut their stuff and perform in song numbers. But when 
the music stops, the incidental drama and characters show 
the lack of texture and depth in its script that becomes one 
clumsy cliché movie that grows unintentionally funny 
and predictable that this film can’t redeem itself from 
its schmaltzy presentation here. PG-13; 116min. Sony 
Pictures Home Entertainment; Available: March 1

Video from page 6

Urban Art Retreat at 1957 S. Spaulding offers free programs 
onsite including- Women's Residence, Adult Art Studio, Group 
Discussions,  Art Gallery receptions, Children's Program, volunteer 
opportunities; &  subcontracts to provide Therapeutic Art Program 
for other organizations.  UAR offers services for artists & non-artists. 
Visitors Day is Saturdays from 11-3 p.m. Currently compiling a list 
of adults and teens who want  paid apprenticeships. Check out the 
website!   www.urbanartretreat.com 

ART PROGRAMS

sassination). This Gala will feature Dr. King’s son, Martin Lu-
ther King, III as the keynote speaker with a special VIP Recep-
tion at 4:00 pm to meet and greet him.

A diverse group of community organizations including 
Lawndale Christian Development Corporation (LCDC), the 
Westside Federation, Safeway Companies, Marcy Newberry 
and the Chicago Youth Centers (Dr. King Home and Historic 
District Task Force) contributed to the Dr. King Legacy Apart-
ments. LCDC is restoring the apartment building complex and 
also creating a MLK historic district around the 1550 S. Hamlin 
address which will include apartments on the upper levels and 
retail spaces at street level. The MLK Historic District will in-
clude a public park, an upgraded park at William Penn Elemen-
tary School across the street, a new community center, numer-
ous new trees along the streets, and other upgrades designed to 
make this stretch of 16th Street a friendly, welcoming hub.

Legacy from page 4
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In addition to increasing the competition for the attention of 
the girls at Holy Family Lutheran Elementary School during the 
current school year, the enrollment of 42 boys from the now defunct 
St. Gregory Episcopal Elementary School also elevated Holy 
Family boys’ basketball to unprecedented heights recently during 
the Illinois Lutheran Sports Association basketball tournament.

With three former St. Gregory players in the starting lineup 
on the 7-8th grade squad, the Holy Family Angels romped through 
the Lutheran School League of Chicago regular season with a 20-1 
record to earn an invitation to the ILSA state tournament in Arlington 
Heights during the first week of March.  And although the team 
would eventually finish in 8th place among the 16 teams competing 
for the 8th-grade championship, the experience of the school’s first 
ever visit to the tournament has Holy Family’s coach, Jamie Lambert 
excited for another opportunity for his team to play among the best. 

“Now that we’ve had a taste, we definitely want to get 
back,” said Lambert during a recent interview at Holy Family’s 
3415 W. Arthington Street location. “It was very exciting for all 
of us to experience the next level of completion for the first time. 
It was cool to be playing among the best.”

Crediting the help of volunteer assistant coach Bruce 
Daniel, the parent of former Holy Family students, and the ability 
of the team to coalesce around the fundamental principles of the 
program—having fun and learning the game with a focus on 
Christian values—Lambert said the 2010-11 Angels were easily 
“one of the top two teams if not the best ever in the program’s 

St. Gregory Boys Net Growth Impact on Holy Family Campus
Travles R. Lane

11 years of competition. Three other Holy Family teams 
have won league titles, but only the current group earned 
the opportunity to measure up among the upper echelons of 
programs statewide.

“We were very athletic this year and had greater depth. 
That was a big difference,” said Lambert, the pioneer of 
Holy Family basketball, which competes in the Lutheran 
School League of Chicago comprised of about a dozen West 
Side teams. Lambert, who also teaches 6-8th grade science, 
added having more boys to choose from this year was a big 
contributor to the success of both boys teams at the school. 
The 5-6th grade team finished an undefeated 18-0. Holy 
Family also fields two girls basketball teams.

After beating St. Peters (Schaumburg) 44-39 in the 
first state tournament game of its history, Holy Family lost 
to eventual champion Rockford Lutheran en route to a 1-4 

mark in the competition. The performance, which included an All-
Tournament Team selection for London Cobb, capped the growing 
impact that former St. Gregory boys have had this year at Holy Family.

Created by the decision last year to merge the operations of 
St. Gregory, a longtime icon of quality and affordable faith based 
education for disadvantaged boys on Chicago’s  West Side, the 
addition of 42 more boys swelled the rolls at Holy Family to nearly 
300 students. And though the transition since the school year began 
has challenged all involved, Holy Family principal Cheryl Collins 
remains focused on the positives.

Currently accepting academic enrollments for next year and the 
2011 summer program, Holy Family remains among the best grade 
school options for affordable private, faith based education services 
in Chicago. Small classes, a dedicated and motivated staff and a 
commitment to academic and child development excellence continue 
to be defining hallmarks of its operational aspirations. 

“We really don’t think of the boys from St. Gregory as ‘the boys 
from St. Gregory’ anymore,” said Collins when assessing how well 
Holy Family has managed the increased male influence on campus.  
Acknowledging the rapid influx of boys has “raised the level of attention” 
on everything at the school from teaching techniques to discipline, she 
compared the adjustments at Holy Family to the basketball team’s 
groundbreaking season. “It has been a great opportunity for us to 
cultivate new friendships and new relationships with the supporters and 
donors of St. Gregory. These are connections that will greatly contribute 
to the growth and development of Holy Family and our continuing 
ability to serve our students and their communities,” said Collins. 

For more enrollment information, contact the school at (773) 
265-0550 or by email at www.holyfamilyministries.org. 

Angels Reach New Heights: The Holy Family boys basketball team earned 
first ever trip to ILSA tournament after a 20-1 championship season in the 
Lutheran School League of Chicago.  Photo courtesy of John Mjoseth

Senate District 5 will become more diverse after the 
redistricting process. The new district is expected to 
include more whites and Latinos as a percentage of 
the Illinois 5th Senatorial District’s total population. 
Currently, the Illinois  Senate District 5 is 55% African 
American.  With some notable exceptions, African 
Americans have stood a better chance of electing an 
African American representative in districts that have 
been drawn to create a super-majority of African 
Americans.  The same has been true for Latino districts. 
This practice is consistent with the Voting Rights Act. 
Secretary White did not indicate what the composition 
of the new Illinois Senate District 5 would be. 

The Committeemen selected Representative 
Annazette Collins (Democrat, Representative 
District 10) to replace Senator Rickey Hendon in 
Illinois Senate District 5.  Illinois Senate District 5 is 
comprised of Representative District 9 (Arthur Turner, 
Jr.), and Representative District 10 (now vacant). 
Democratic Committeemen within Representative 
District 10 will select a successor to Representative 
Collins very shortly, Secretary White said.  

Please, make it your business to attend one of the 
Illinois Senate's public hearings on the redistricting 
process.  While the State determines Congressional 
districts and State legislative districts, there will 
be remapping done at the County, Ward and School 
District levels as well. Citizens are also welcome to ask 
questions, provide public input and share alternative 
proposals. Public testimony and/or questions should 
be limited to 2 minutes.  It would be helpful to have 
written remarks for each of the 16 Senate Redistricting 
Committee members.  The Chicago hearing will be held

March 28, 2011
Noon

Room C600
Bilandic Building

160 N. Lasalle Street
Chicago, IL 

Redistricting from page 2


