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March is women’s history 
month---a month that can not be 
ignored.  Women have become 
some of the most prominent makers 
and the shapers of our nation--and 
world.  It is a  known saying that 
behind every successful man is an 
intelligent and virtuous woman.  
Women have taken our country 
and world to a completely different 
level with the compassion and the 
motherly nature that she naturally 
carries.  Annazette Collins, the 
first African American women to 
take on the position of Democratic 
State Senator of the 5th district has 
taken her seat, and wants everyone 
to know that the right choice has 
been made.

In a mild manner and down to 
earth tone Annazette says  “I want 
people to know that we must work 
together to make our community 
great--I can’t do it all by myself.”  
Annazette is expected by the 5th 
districts constituents to  fill the 
shoes of Ricky Hendon who has 
been the State Senator and hands 

1st aFriCan ameriCan woman to BeCome iLLinois 5th distriCt’s state senator
Tali Bakhit

on advocate for the 5th district 
for 18 years.  Hendon, according 
to many in the community was 
one of the best State Senators 
that the 5th district has ever had.  
Several heads of community 
organizations say that Hendon 
made sure the people were 
informed about the resources 
that were available to them.  
Ricky, which is the name that 
the community was familiar 
with traveling back and forth 
from Springfield to inform the 
people of the West side about 
the resources that were available 
to them and made sure that he 
made every Monday meeting in 
order to allow the community 
to understand his dedication 
to the community.  With great 
shoes to fill, according to many 
community organization heads, 
they welcomed the new State 
Senator but are looking forward 
to having a hands on relationship 
with Senator Collins as Senator 
Hendon had an open door policy 

and made sure that he met the 
concerns of the constituents of his 
district every Monday evening at 
6PM.

Senator Collins says that 
she will be there for the people 
and is very much looking 
forward to communicating 
with the constituents by way 
of meetings, email, and by 
way of the website that will 
be available in about 1 week. 
Senator Collins reveals that she 
told her committeemen that she 
was interested in the position 
because she knows that she can 
help her district receive all of 
the resources that are needed in 
order to make the communities 
that are within her district a 
better place to live.  Collins 
adds “There is much work and 
it is time to re-draw a map of 
my district,” I am here to make 
sure that the 5th district has the 
same resources that every other 
district has---these resource 

entail good and affordable housing, 
good schools, good grocery stores, 
great businesses and entrepreneurial 
opportunities---people just want to 
live in good communities and feel 

safe.” 
Senator Collins ends by 

saying that she will be a hands 
on State Senator and when she is 
not around her district legislative 
aid Samantha will help take care 
of the constituents of the 5th 
district. Senator Collins knows 
that there is a great job ahead of 
her and she is open to new ideas 
and always looking for volunteers 
to help get the job done.  Senator 
Collins wants her constituents to 
know that they can count on her 
to help them receive the resources 
that are needed in the 5th district 
and if anyone wants to contact her 
they can contact her at her district 
office at 259 N. Pulaski or call her 
at 773-533-0010 so that she can be 
at your service in order to help get 
a great job done in the 5th district.  
As the first African American 
women to sit as the 5th District 
State Senator Annazette Collins 
feels that she will be an example 
of positive change with the help of 
the people.

Senator Annazette Collins

emmett tiLL’s Cousin gives eyewitness aCCount oF kidnaPPing
simeon wright guest sPeaker at monument oF Faith ChurCh “mentor BreakFast”

Simeon Wright, cousin of Emmitt Till (left), Stanley Buford (middle), President 
of Men’s Ministry, and Darryl Crater (right), Director of Men’s Ministry and Big 
Brother Mentors Program Breakfast of Monument of Faith Church

The Men of Destiny singing group sitting at breakfast at the Men’s Ministry and Big 
Brother Mentors Breakfast Program of Monument of Faith Church, where Apostle 
Richard d. Henton is the Pastor, located at 2750 W. Columbus Ave.

To Celebrate Black History, 
Monument of Faith Evangelistic 
Church, located at 2750 W. 
Columbus Ave. (2 blocks west of 
Western Ave.), the Men’s Ministry 
and Big Brother Mentors Program 
presented a Breakfast of Champions 
on Saturday, March 5. 

The guest speaker for the event 
was Simeon Wright, the cousin of 
Emmett Till. Simeon Wright was an 
eyewitness of the historic account 
leading to the murder of Emmett Till. 
Simeon was 12 years old, 2 years 
younger than Emmett, 14, when he 
came to Money, Mississippi from 
Chicago in 1955 to visit.

Mr. Wright, early in his 
presentation talked about his 
connection to Monument of Faith 
through his wife, Annie Wright, 

who is a member. He also mentioned 
that he was a saved man.  Wright said 
that he committed his life to Christ, 
February of 1967 after he heard a 
young black minister preaching “If 
you neglect so great a salvation, how 
shall you escape.” That was the real 
connection that took place for him he 
said.

He also mentioned that a few 
years earlier he used to tutor math, 
afterschool. “I found out that our 
young people didn’t know how to do 
math. 6th and 7th grade they didn’t 
know how to do their time tables. I 
said to myself, if  you can’t do your 
timetables the man gone cheat you 
out of all your money. So I began 
to tutor them math all the way up to 
algebra. 

The 68 yrs old Wright said, “I 

was born and raised under the Jim 
Crow system. Most people don’t 
know what that is. Under the Jim 
Crow system if you were black you 
couldn’t vote.” 

Said Wright, “We didn’t have 
equal opportunity in the public or 
the private sector. Born and raised in 
Mississippi, I was 12 years old when 
Emmett came to visit. I weighed 
90lbs.”

 He keeps a 9ft cotton sack and a 
stalk of cotton in his garage lest he 
forget. He started picking cotton at 
the age of eight. I had to go, I had 
no choice said Wright. I came north 
because I had no choice. Others came 
up North for a greater opportunity.

Wright was an eyewitness not only 
to the kidnapping of Emmett Till, 
but also to what happened in that 

store. Wright mentioned that one of 
Monument of Faith’s deacons, and 
a friend of his told him that he just 
found out that Emmett didn’t whistle 
at Carolyn Bryant, the white woman 
that history has perpetuated, which 
if done by a black man would cost 
him his life during the Jim Crow era. 
He had a speech impediment and 
he was taught to whistle, if he got 
tangled up on a word. 

Well that’s why I had to write 
the book. The person that said that 
wasn’t there. She wasn’t there,” said 
Wright. The book is titled Simeon’s 
Story, An Eyewitness Account of the 
Kidnapping of Emmett Till. “They 
weren’t there, I was,” said Wright

Wright verbally bounced back 
and forth at times from the past with 

See Emmett page 3
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, Tamiko Bowie, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2010 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date March 17, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

BLOOD DRIVE
Sponsored by

Powerhouse High School
Friday, March 25, 2011

10:00am – 2:00pm
Mezzanine

All presenting seniors may win a 
chance to a College Scholarship!

For an appointment, please log on 
to

www.redcrossblood.org
(use sponsor code:5922) or contact
Mr. Larry Thomas at 773-875-

7000 or lathomas54@msn.com

Remember to eat a healthy meal and 
drink plenty of water prior to donating.
Appointments preferred. Walk-ins 

welcome. Photo ID required.
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ENDORSED BY THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE AND  EMANUEL ALLIES  - FOR A BETTER CHICAGO

 

Lawndale Community
Daycare Center

1800 S. Lawndale Avenue
773-257-0497 - 773-257-0499 fax

NOW ENROLLING
Open 6am - 6pm - 2 yrs.-6yrs.
No Co-payment for 3 months!

Parents must meet the following 
requirements:

* WORKING
* IN SCHOOL/TRAINING PROGRAM

~ FUN ~ FUN ~ FUN ~
LICENSED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

 

Emmett from page 3
the Emmett Till incident to his experiences in 
Chicago. There was still silence as he told his 
story how the kidnappers came to the house 
where he was sharing a bed with Emmett 
when two white men were standing over them  
in that bed that  Wright also mentioned how 
they escaped from Money. 

They made Emmett get up and put his 
clothes on. Wright  said his mother was 
begging, pleading. Emmett left the bedroom 
not saying one word. He didn’t have a clue 

about what was about to happen. Said Wright, 
“everyone along Dark Fear Road would have 
heard me. I would be screaming so long. We 
heard a voice They took him to the truck and 
asked the person in the truck is this the right 
boy. the voice returned (A lady’s voice). He 
was the right boy. They beat him and killed 
him, shot him in the head. They tied a 75 
pound fan around his neck to hold him down. 
But God would have it where his leg would 
stick up. A young fisherman saw him three 

days later and they was 
able to drag the body 
out the Tallahassee 
River. Said Wright, in 
reflection this is the 
conclusion that I had, 
we had no one to help 
us, not even the police. 
They testified for the 
defense. That same 
night of the murder 

See Emmett page 4
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The Board of Commissioners of the 
Public Building Commission of Chicago 
awarded a contract for the renovation of the 
existing Collins High School located at 1313 S. 

PBC Board awards ContraCt For CoLLins aCademy high sChooL 
renovation

media center and college resource center, 
interior classroom finishes throughout the Arts 
Building, new lighting and sound system for 
the auditorium, new filtration system and main 
drain for swimming pool, and new paving and 
landscaping at main entry plazas.

The Collins High School renovation is 
scheduled to begin in Spring 2011 and the 
renovation is projected to be complete and open 
for students in prior to the Fall 2011semester. 

The PBC implements an economic 
sustainability program for each project it 
takes on that includes bid incentives for the 
employment of apprentices, and minority 
and female workers; community hiring and 
resident workforce requirements; and contract 
provisions that require minority- and women-
owned business participation and local business 
participation.

A date for community hiring intake will be 
scheduled in the next few months and it will be 
posted at the construction site.

This project is funded through the Modern 

Collins High School located at 1313 S. Sacramento Blvd.
Sacramento Drive in the City’s North Lawndale 
Community.

The scope of this project includes the 
conversion of an auto shop into a library/

Schools Across Chicago (MSAC) initiative, 
an innovative program financed through a 
combination of Chicago

Public School bonds and Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) funds. To date, 19 new new 
schools and renovations have been completed 
or are in development by the Public Building 
Commission. The MSAC projects developed 
by the PBC have a current projected surplus of 
$109 million, or 10.13%.

The Public Building Commission 
of Chicago manages construction and 
renovation projects for the City of Chicago 
and its sister agencies. Mayor Richard M. 
Daley serves as the PBC’s chairman. Erin 
Lavin Cabonargi serves as the Executive 
Director of the PBC. Additional information 
about the PBC and its projects can be found 
at www.pbcchicago.com.

Check out the new PBC video highlighting 
its environmental sustainability program 
initiatives at: http://www.pbcchicago.com/
content/projects/environmental_videos.asp

Emmett from page 3

Matthew Williams entertained the audience by 
playing the piano instrumental of You Are Good by  
Israel and New Breed.

Wright said his mother told his father the she could 
not stay in that house another night. It wasn’t until 
thirty days later that Wright got a chance to see his 
mother again, he said. 

Wright dispelled away a lot of myths in his 
presentation and in detail in his book, published by 
Lawrence Hill Books, www.lawrencehillbooks.com 
and distributed by Independent Publishers Group, 
www. ipgbook.com.

The breakfast included in its program a prayer by 
Minister Ralph Mercer, Scripture by Elder Donald 
Williams and the Black National Anthem “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing.

Stanley G. Buford was the Master of Ceremony. 
He did an execellent job he brought on Sister Barbara 
Woodlaw to perform a solo singing, How Great Thou 
Art. 

Various parents were given a chance to give input 
about the mentor program. The mother of Mathew 
Williams, thanked God for the Big Brother Mentor 
Program. “I just believe that our black young men 
need an example to follow. I thank for God for them 
giving time to our boys. I think that if you invest in 
your children you will reap that investment,” said the 
mother of Matthew Williams.” 

One grandmother had her grandson, Demarius (DJ) 
stand up. She said, he’s been in this program for 10 
years. He’s seventeen now. He was raised in a house 
with a bunch of women and there was no father around 
because his father died when he was very young.  So, 
for the Big Brothers mentor program to have taken 
him under their wings to teach him how to be a man, 
He ain’t got their yet because he’s spoiled. But they are 
helping and teaching him to grow up and disciplining 
him. Because its a different kind of discipline from a 
man than there is from a woman,”she said. 

Mentee Michael Robinson, said a speech, then 
Romera Harris also had a short saying. Matthew 
Williams played the piano his song was You Are 
Good by Israel and New Breed.

Singing in Praise to the Lord were the Men of 
Destiny who sang acapella. After a raffle and an 
award given was given to Simeon Wright darryl 
Crater gave the closing remarks. Listen to the guest 
speaker Simeon Wright on www.nlcn.org 
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  (312) 806-0646

LEGAL SERVICES

Need A Lawyer?               We Can Help!

* CONSULTATION
* LETTER & PHONE CALLS
* CONTRACT REVIEW
* EVICTIONS
* BANKRUPTCY
* DIVORCE
* WILL PREPARATION
* EXPUNGEMENT

CALL THERESA TODAY
(312) 806-0646

AS LOW AS $38.95

The recent earthquake in Japan has raised 
many concerns as people try to understand the 
catastrophic global events that continuously 
confront us  based upon the earths changes.  
Just recently there was an earthquake in Chile, 
Haiti, Pakistan, and just a few days ago we were 
confronted with the reality of havoc that Japan 
is currently dealing with that ultimately effects 
us all.  As the number of deaths grow larger 
due to the 9.0 magnitude quake that hit Japan, 
the danger of nuclear waste is making it’s way 
across the pacific which could very well reach us 
in the United States and cause a very dangerous 
airborne effect to it’s people. The problem 
with this type of disaster is that we can’t see it 
coming and very much may not even realize 
that it is happening until many years later after a 
multitude of people are confronted with the fatal 
disease “Cancer.”  

The sad thing about it is that those who will 
encounter the effects will never be able to trace it 
back to where it actually came from, which will 
be the airborne effects of nuclear waste.   Not only 
are we confronted with the dangers of nuclear 
airborne effects, but we are also confronted with 
the dangers of the effects that this earthquake 
has on the crust of the earth, and it fault lines.  
Remembering the fact that much of Illinois lay 
on the New Madrid Fault Line.

Rumor has it that the state of Illinois will 
endure a great earthquake that will change our 
entire world.  Some say that it will take place 
on March 20, 2011 where others say that it 
will take place on May 21, 2011 but one thing 
that we should all understand is that only God 
knows if something like this is going to actually 
happen.  As well  based on a lack of technology 
there is nothing to indicate the happenings of 
such a thing as a major earthquake weeks/days 
before it actually happens.  These dates are give 
in Prophecy by people like Edgar Cayce who 
predicted that after the volcanic eruption of 
Mt. Etna in Europe the earth will go through a 
major change, and a few other reputable sources.  
With all of the negative effects that are caused 
by an earthquake one would only come to the 
questions of how and why does such a thing as 
an earthquake take place.  

We have to realize that when there is a 
disturbance in the earths crust such as that 
which corresponds with rocks that are suddenly 
disturbed, the vibrations spread out from 
the source of the distribution and causes an 
earthquake and there are many ways that these 
rocks can be disturbed.  

Some say that earthquakes are caused by 
plate tectonics where other say that we the people 
of the earth have a direct correlation to the way 
that the earth reaction based on the frequencies 
of manifestation that we the people put forward.  
Spiritually speaking we are the masters of our 
own destiny--we make manifest earths changes 

according to how we treat the earth.  When we love 
ourselves and our world treating it accordingly, 
we have less of a chance of anything such as an 
earthquake ever touching down.   According to 
C. Kevin Boyce a Biologist at the University 
of Chicago “Humans are directly connected to 
climate change,”  and although many may feel 
that earthquakes have nothing to do with climate 
change they do because--- due to the negative 
effects that are cause by humans, the pressure of 
the earth changes which is a contributing factor 
to the reason why we have earthquakes.  

Although Structural Geologist and 
Geophysicist continuously search for the answers 
needed to determine when and how earthquakes 
come about, Astrologist and Astrophysicist hold 
one of the major keys to the understanding and 
unanswered questions as it relates to earthquakes 
and the earths changes simply because the answer 
is wrap in the essence of studying the universe.

Ramesh Srivastava a Microphysicist at 
the University of Chicago believes that global 
warming may be one of the main reasons 
for all of the earths changes but warns of the 
major dangers that we must face in reference to 
earthquakes.  Srivastava says “No one knows 
when an earthquake is coming because an 
earthquake can not be forecasted.”    Srivastava 
reveals that with the technology of modern times 
it is almost impossible to know exactly when an 
earthquake will hit an area, and it’s only minute 
before it hits an area that a city or state will be 
aware of it’s arrival. 

This is due to the lack of technology that 
is available to indicate exactly what is going on 
deep underground. It is understood that when  
there is an idication that there is oil underground 
the proper officials may do an artificial explosion 
in order to be in direct conection with the oil, 
however, it’s very differnt with earthquakes and 
thus far there is no technology that will be able to 
forecast it’s coming within a long range of time.  

Currently, some of the state of Illinois sits on 
top of the New Madrid fault line, where many may 
feel threaten by the fact that the earth is indeed in 
transformation mode. The city of Chicago and it’s 
surrounding areas have felt the jolt of a small 3.8 
magnitude earthquakes on February 10, 2010 and 
in 2008 a 5.4 magnitude earthquake in April of 
2008 in the suburbs of Illinois which received the 
most noticeable effects but are we ready for a big 
one?   Again as we watch mother earth go through 
her transition, it is up to us to make the change--
-positive change in order to stop what may very 
well come and haunt us in the very near future.

For your information: Below is a preventive 
measure to take in the event of nuclear waste.

Purchase some potassium iodide which will 
help prevent thyroid cancer in the event of any 
type of radiation exposure.  It will only cost you 
about $5 to $10 a bottle.  It’s better to be safe than 
than to be sorry.

What Do You Know About Earthquakes 
And The New Madrid Fault Lines?

Tali Bakhit
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LIMITLESS (***)  There is reason to wonder with 
all the designated drugs and pills being advertised. 
A hypothetical thriller like “Limitless” renders 
the possibilities without seeming too far fetched. 
Considering how fast technology and science are 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

moving nowadays.
         For what might occur from the creation of a 
“smart pill” that enhances of a person’s intellect and 
physical capabilities to their full potential to excel in 
their life.

   Like most people, Eddie Morra (Bradley Cooper) 
is an average guy who unknowingly doesn’t utilize 
the full capabilities of his mind. At the outset, Eddie 
is already at a disadvantage. He’s recently been 
dumped by his more successful office executive, 
Lindy (Abbie Cornish) for his lack of drive and 
focus.
   Eddie is a copy writer who is on a publisher’s 
deadline to deliver a sci-fi novel when he suddenly 
becomes stuck with “writer’s block”. 
    Then Eddie happens to run into  his ex wife’s 
drug dealing brother, Vernon  (Johnny Whitworth) 
on the N.Y. streets; who offers a little help for the 
discouraged Eddie – a sample of a new crystal  pill 
called “NTZ 48” that he promises stimulate every 
fiber of one’s mental being that could help Eddie 
with  his “writer’s block” on his book.
    Not being a drug user Eddie still knows Vernon’s 
“reputation” but he accepts the pill sample. With an 
initial hallucinitive reaction illustrated in the film. 
Eddie suddenly discovers the slightest thing in his 
past becomes total recall.
  He can decipher material with fluid comprehension, 
formulate predictions that are accurate   Eddie can 
suddenly speak several foreign languages, and 
delivers the first chapter to his publisher in one day 

to the amazement of his publisher. 
         Eddie realizes he’s a whole new person from 
what he’s been. He’s clear minded, not wired and 
able to write and completes the manuscript for the 
book in four days. 
     He travels over to see a slightly bruised Vernon at 
his apartment seeking more pills.  In exchange, Eddie 
agrees to be Vernon’s errand boy. When Eddie’s 
return from picking up his clothes from the cleaners. 
Eddie discovers the apartment has been ram-shacked 
and Vernon sits “shot in the head” dead on the couch.
         After he calls for the police, Eddie realizes he 
better find the pills first. Remembering that Vernon 
doesn’t cook; Eddie finds a zip-lock bag full of the 
pills and a shack of money rolled in aluminum foil 
underneath the oven burner.
    At the police station for questioning, Eddie 
receives a phone call from Vernon’s sister his ex-
wife, Melissa (Anna Friel). Afterwards, Eddie begins 
to feel he’s being followed. Eddie becomes highly 
aware and astute. Close to an intellectual who knows 
everything that improves his social status.  
     But when the pill wears off, Eddie begins to feel 
bored. Unless he’s moving forward, pushing the 
envelope. So he desires to make some big money 
fast, he convinces a local loan shark for a $100g’s 
investment in a brokerage firm that triples its earning.

          Word of Eddie’s Wall Street accomplishment leads to a 
meeting business tycoon, Carol Van Loon (Robert DeNiro) who 
interested in hiring Eddie for his methods for picking the right 
businesses to purchase and takeover. But DeNiro and Cooper’s 
characters potential union is nothing like the Charlie Sheen/ 
Michael Douglas connection in director Oliver Stone’s “Wall 
Street”.
   As Edie’s pill dosage lead to side effects unless controlled; that 
could endanger his life to death and his career opportunity with 
Van Loon who doesn’t know about the pill. Eddie reconnects 
with his ex-wife, Melissa that rekindles their relationship and 
later admits to knowing about and taking the pill
           Originally intended to star Shia Lebouf “who had to bow 
out due to injuries on another movie that led to the role pickup 
from Bradley Cooper whose also one of the film’s executive 
producers whose own input whose young but more mature 
demeanor  seem to help upgrade and tightens the film.  Cooper’s 
apparent hands-on approach to the character and details in the 
script help the film flow evenly.
           Limitless” is full of twists and turns that keeps Eddie’s 
life on full tilt as much as it endangers his health and welfare. 
After making $12 million from $12G’s in ten days on Wall 
Street; Eddie must maintains and find a way to manufacture his 
dwindling pill supply. The pill takes a deeper hold on Eddie’s 
mental state. To the point, when he observes a TV news report of 
a murdered socialite in a hotel that he wonders if he committed 
during a night of partying.
          At the same time, Eddie’s is being extorted by the loan 
shark who won’t let his debt be paid. When Eddie gives him a 
pill, Now the loan shark wants more and he and two thugs chase 
down into a shootout with Eddie held up in his “panic Room” 
type fortress penthouse apartment.
          Still, Eddie’s “surge motivation” from the pill leads him 
into a new arena - a political campaign when he’s visited by 
Van Loon  who  now  Eddie’s secret and thinks he’s found a 
way to keep Eddie in his pocket for  favors when he becomes 
president. But Eddie continues to show the influence of the pill 
that keeps him ahead of Van Loon’s intentions.  “Limitless” is 
a wily action thriller that lives up to its title for its relentless plot 
twists and smarts that makes for a good and intriguing film to 
watch from begin to end. “Limitless” is addictive excitement 
with an adrenaline rush cleverness that one believes in the fun, 
excitement and possibilities. A good dose from this movie could 
revive your senses. PG-13; 106min.  A Relativity Media 
Picture Release – Presented at selected theaters
THE LINCOLN LAWYER (**) This movie feels like it 
belongs as a movie made for network television or a possible 
TV series pilot. “The Lincoln Lawyer” doesn’t resonate enough 
on the big screen as a courtroom drama compared such recent 
films as “Conviction” or even the Robert De Niro-Edward 
Norton psychological prison drama, “Stone”.
   Still “The Lincoln Lawyer” offers Matthew McConaughey 
in a somewhat of an interesting anti-hero character that might 
work as a limited series; If the actor ever desired a foray into 
television. McConaughey portrays, Michael “Mick” Haller, a 
street defense attorney who is no Perry Mason or even part of 
a firm like “L.A. Law”; where this drama is set in and around 
Beverly Hills. 
   Instead, “Mick” Haller  provides a whole new meaning to 
“ambulance chaser” by working from his Lincoln Continental 
with the custom  “NT GUILTY” license plate; to and from the 
Los Angeles courthouse defending  the “riff – raff” of society 
that  run up against his rear window seeking assistance.
        To say the least, Haller is a lawyer who is more about 
the art of the deal and winning than truth and innocence that 
will eventually have that notion altered a bit through the course 
of this film. But he’s tolerable but not very likeable. Even 
though after court to the opposing female prosecutor, Maggie 
(Marisa Tomei) who happens to be his ex-wife; he occasionally 
spends the night with. (Talk about sharing evidence between 
testimonies!)
        At the courthouse, Val (John Leguizamo), a legal clerk 

See Flicks page 7
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

3 BEDROOMS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424

HEAT INCLUDED! 
1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 
3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling 
Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets 
and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2BEDROOMS HEAT-INCL. $800 
a month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-
287-5779

CHICAGO WESTSIDE HOMAN 
SQUARE APTS 2br $900 - 3br $1000. 
Tenant pays light & gas. Section 8 
welcome, Pick up applicayion at 3607 W. 
Polk, Mon-Fri 9:30am - 4:30pm.
1807 S. ST. LOUIS Conveniently located near 
public transportation. Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

2 BEDROOMS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo 
plus two months security Call 773-522-0733

CLEAN SPACIOUS THREE BDRM 
apartment-newly rehabbed, large living room 
and kitchen, with appliances, hardwood 
floors, tenant pays heat, forced-air. Contact 
773 838-8471

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
. Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of my units 
have heat included and some have no security. 
3506 W. Huron and 2115 W. Farwell, both 
one bdrm. 2133 W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. 
Harding 4 bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, 
dryer, and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 W. 
Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 4 
bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

APT FOR RENT 1500 S. Hamlin, 1st Fl. 
unit. 3 bdrms, 1 bth, garage park, Lv rm/Dn 
rm Hrdwd flrs. Call 630/625-2812. Avail. 2/1

APT FOR RENT 3-1/2 RMS (1BDRM) 
secure building 1501 S. Kilbourn, appliances 
included cooking gas and heat, sec 8 welcome 
$700 per month  call 773-522-4024

APT FOR RENT Two (2)  
Bedrooms, Living Room/
Dining Room Newly Remodeled 
Kitchen and Bathroom Enclosed 
Backporch, Heat Included 
Location: Cermak and Keeler 
(1st FL), Chicago, IL Rental Fee: 
$800.00 Plus one month security 
deposit For more information call 
815-577-0773

ROOM FOR RENT $350 per 
month. $150 deposit. 1654 S. 
Homan. Utilities are included  
Men Only. Call 773/557-9421.

asks Haller for a favor to take over a 
high prolife murder case involving a rich 
playboy Louis Roulet (Ryan Phillippe) 
accused of brutally assaulting a woman 
that might a setup to extort money 
    Haller assigns his detective friend, 
Frank Levin (William H. Macy) to do 
some digging that leads to a nightclub 
video tape that reveals Roulet was 
soliciting. And the woman, Campos was 
a paid hooker of Louis.
     Then through the course of the film, 
there is a similar case with photos of 
another women with half her face 
brutalized; an imprisoned San Quentin 
man (Michael Pena) who proclaims his 
innocence after accepting a plea bargain. 
    And of course, the usual additional 
murder that becomes personal for “Mick” 
to avenge and prove the imprisoned 
convict’s true innocence.
   There are numerous twists and turns 
within the story made to keep his 
guessing. But it’s apparent that Roulet 
was guilt from the start. Until, Roulet 
makes his feelings known to Haller who 
becomes threatened and fearful of what 
might happen to himself or his family. 
    The whole thing becomes an interesting 
mess that turns a lawyer more into a 
detective that doesn’t offer much legal 
creditability to the proceedings.
    Even though based on Michael 
Connelly’s best seller novel, this screen 
adaptation comes off  like  a cheap pulp 

paperback book But “Lincoln Lawyer” 
offers a strong supporting cast that only 
get minimal use here due to the and 
direction and script’s shortcomings and 
the verdict predictable even with its final 
twist for  who  was out to kill Haller. R; 
118min. A Lionsgate Film Release – 
Presented at selected theaters
PAUL (**1/2)  “Paul” is the latest 
comedy spoof from the writers-actor duo, 
Simon Pegg and Nick Frost who scored 
with their satire on zombies in “Shaun of 
the Dead” and action cop buddy movies 
with “Hot Fuzz”.
    Now the duo wrote and star in this 
quirky science – fiction comedy that 
particularly spoofs Steven Spielberg and 
his intergalactic films while taking on the 
fanaticism from comic books to the movie 
genre. Two British “fanboys” nerds, 
Graeme Willy (Pegg) and his aspiring 
comic book writer, Clive Gollings (Frost) 
make their first U.S.trip to attend Comic 
Con in San Diego, California
   After Graeme (Simon Pegg) and Clive 
(Nick Frost) met their droll sci-fi author 
-idol, Adam Shadowchild (Jeffery 
Tambor) that no one seems to have never 
heard of.  The duo rent a Winnebago to 
begin a cross country trek to other locales 
of UFO sightings.
     On the highway after visiting Area 
51, Nevada, the duo witness a speeding 
car that crashes off the road.  They rush 
over to check for survivors. Where they 
become face to face with rude talking 
alien named Paul (voiced by Seth Rogen). 
    A nickname  given for when  the alien 
crash landed his saucer on earth, killing 

a little farm girl’s dog named Paul, 64 
years ago .The alien  had  recently escape 
from the U.S. government who pumped 
him for information. Until they felt it was 
time to lobotomize him to examine his 
powers.
              Paul is being pursuit by an uptight 
agent Zoil (Jason Bateman) and his two 
goof-ball assistants Haggard (Bill Hader) 
and O’Reilly (Joe LoTruglio) that are a 
striking (comedic) contrast to Pegg’s 
Graeme and Frost’s Gollings characters; 
that are initially kept in the dark by the 
intimidating Zoil. 
        Meanwhile, the British fanboys and 
the alien take a rest stop inside an RV 
park.  They are spotted and later befriend 
a sheltered Christian fundamentalist 
daughter, Ruth (Kristen Wiig) of her strict 
bible freak, gun toting father and park 
proprietor, Moses Buggs (a thinner and 
gruff-looking John Carroll Lynch).  
     Paul argues with Ruth about her 
religious beliefs and heals her white 
cloudy one –eye to see clear again. Ruth 
decides to join the trio that allows her 
to break free of her father’s “Carrie”-
type complex (without the telekinetic 
powers, naturally!)      There is a comedic 
opportunity here through Lynch’s 
pursuing character following behind the 

CIA agents that is not fully realized here. 
Possibly, so not to offend the real life 
fundamentalist in the bible belt states.
    While Wiig nearly steals the film, when 
her rejuvenated character learns how to 
“cuss” and goes at it with a vengeance 
that is hilarious.             
     As the quintet manage to keep one 
step ahead of agent Zoil while assistant 
Haggard (Bill Hader) get a  hand drawn 
clue left behind to the daughter’s father 
who joins in the chase to retrieve his 
daughter whose recovering life without 
restrictions.
   Throughout the film there are incidental 
moments of humor that work better than 
others. As its apparent the alien is guiding 
the Brits to (without telling them because 
they will know it when they see it) the 
rendezvous site of the mothership. 
       Moments such as these arrive late in 
“Paul” that was more apparent throughout 
in “Shaun of the Dead” and “Hot Fuzz” 
How Pegg and Frost have deep affection 
for each movie genre they parody.  In 
which their scripts would create some 
clever riff on these movie genres
    But in “Paul” these inside jokes such 
as a scene in a warehouse full of crates 
and boxes ala “Indiana Jones” that has 
an intercom conversation that sound like 

Spielberg himself as a child is meant 
as the inspiration to spoof this obvious 
Spielberg film. And the showdown finale 
that reveals Sigourney Weaver as the “big 
guy” gets her infamous “Alien” line used 
against her.
     This is what this movie could have used 
a little more that it doesn’t have enough 
throughout the movie. As much as Seth 
Rogen’s verbal smackdown ala some 
“Superbad” type attitude through the foul 
mouthed alien as the direct opposite of 
Spielberg’s “E.T” being lampoon  
      Even though, there is more to like than 
dislike about “Paul”, it feels like Pegg 
and Frost’s script falls short from what 
the duo accomplished in their previous 
films. It seems the film doesn’t capture 
the complete true vision. 
   Perhaps in part because of the influence 
of Seth Rogen and director “Greg 
Mottola’s “Superbad” stigma, instead of 
the duo working with their usual director, 
Edgar Wright. 
   Still, “Paul “is an okay comedy that isn’t 
distinctive enough with it’s “ alien trying 
to get home” premise that could have 
had more wit and edge that is adequate 
but uneven. R; 104min. A Universal 
Pictures Release – presented at selected 
theaters 

Flicks from page 6
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122


