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Chicago – A hundred 
volunteers from insurance 
companies, banks, and 12 
community organizations 
painted wrought-iron fences, 
planted flowers and spruced 
up homes in North Lawndale’s 
Village West Community and the 
African Community Garden as 
part of Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Chicago’s 24th 
Annual NeighborWorks® Day on 
Saturday, June 4. A new mural 
commemorating key moments 
and leaders in North Lawndale’s 
history was also created and 

Volunteers and Residents Team Up to Clean Up North Lawndale 
During NHS of Chicago’s 24th Annual NeighborWorks® Day 

installed in the African Garden by 
NHS’ Art Forward volunteers.  

“We had phenomenal support 
from our volunteers, who kept 
working even in the extreme heat,” 
said Sherry Smith, homeownership 
consultant in the NHS North 
Lawndale office.  “I’ve never seen 
so many homeowners come out 
and get involved. Neighbors were 
meeting neighbors for the first 
time, and everybody had a great 
time.”

Working alongside North 
Lawndale homeowners from the 
Village West Development were 

employee volunteers from lead 
sponsoring agency State Farm 
Insurance Companies.  Other 
NeighborWorks® Day sponsors 
included the Travelers Foundation, 
Valspar Corporation The Home 
Depot Foundation, First Bank of 
Highland Park, NeighborWorks® 
America, U.S. Bank, and the City 
of Chicago.  

With dirt on his face and paint 
on his hands, Nick Skipitaris, a 
branch manager at U.S. Bank in 
Evanston, was one of 12 U.S. 
Bank volunteers enjoying the day.  
“Just to see everyone smiling and 
helping their neighbors was so 
gratifying,” he said.  Rob McGhee, 

Volunteers celebrate a job well done in North Lawndale’s African Gardens 
during NHS of Chicago’s 24th Annual NeighborWorks Day on Saturday, June 4. Vice President of Community 

Development at U.S. Bank, added, 
“We’re pleased to provide sweat 
equity in the communities we 
serve and to see lasting results 
from one day of hard work.”

Volunteers out in full force 
in North Lawndale included 
representatives from Art Forward, 
a new NHS North Lawndale 
program designed to integrate the 
arts in community development, 
the Cole Construction Company, 
Family Focus, Illinois Facilities 
Fund, Lawndale Alliance, 
North Lawndale Historical and 
Cultural Society, State Farm, Soyl 

Art Forward volunteers work on mural that will commemorate key moments 
and leaders in North Lawndale’s history. Art Forward is a new NHS program 
designed to integrate the arts in community development.

See NHS page 3

North Lawndale’s Digital 
Development Corporation (DDC) 
is laying the ground work to bridge 
Africa’s digital divide where only 
11 percent of the continent’s one 
billion population has access to 
the Internet.
It seems like a big undertaking, but 
DDC’s Lowry Taylor is starting 
small. He plans to provide 500 
donated computers to several 
schools in Accra, Ghana. DDC, a 
job training and computer repair 
nonprofit, has partnered with a 
non-governmental organization 
(NGO) in the West African country 
train individuals to repair and 
install computers in the schools.
Taylor says the effort is three 
pronged — to improve education 
for Ghanaian children, provide 
computer access to a technology 
hungry country and create 
marketable jobs skills for local 
residents. The project is called 
Chicago to Africa 2011.
“This is a real opportunity to make 

North Lawndale Nonprofit Works to Bridge Africa’s Digital Divide
By La Risa Lynch

a difference for people of Ghana,” 
said Taylor, who founded DDC 
in 2001. DDC uses technology to 
provide job training and life skills 
development for at-risk youths 
and ex-offenders as means to 
become entrepreneurs. He hopes 
to replicate his computer repair 
training program in Ghana. 
The project is also a way to 
introduce Ghanaian school 
children to the “wider wired 
world,” says David Conda, the 
initiative’s project manager.
“It’s not like they don’t know 
anything about computers. 
They just don’t have access to 
computers,” he added. “Internet 
cafes cost money and schools 
aren’t wired (for the Internet).”
Long range, Taylor hopes to 
establish linkages with a U.S. 
university to provide distance 
learning programs over the 
Internet. The opportunity will let 
individuals receive certification in 
computer networking and security 

systems.
Taylor and several DDC 
technicians will travel to Accra 
in late summer to deliver the 
computers. DDC has partnered 
with AFRIDEC or African 
Development Crusade, a political 
and social development agency, 
in Accra to train individuals to 
refurbish and install the computers. 
Taylor’s decision to provide 
computers for Accra’s 
school children grew out of 
disappointment. In an effort 
to bridge the digital divide in 
his community, DDC gave out 
400 refurbished computers and 
several printers to North Lawndale 
residents. He found, however, that 
residents were less inclined to take 
used computers instead wanting 
brand new ones.
“It shocked me, but it didn’t totally 
take me by surprise,” Taylor said 
of the community’s lackluster 
response. “I know that here in 
the states, we succumb to peer 

pressure. We try to keep up with 
the Joneses. A couple of times we 
were pretty offended when we saw 
some of the computers we had 

given out weren’t be utilize. (So) 
we said lets go where people need 
them.” 

DDC's Lowry Taylor (l to r) stands with David Conda and Darlington Wussah 
of Accra, Ghana, who are all working with the Chicago to Africa 2011 project 
to bring computers to school children in the West African country of Ghana.

See DDCOC page 4
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, Tamiko Bowie, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from 
our community, advertisers, 
and readers. The North 
Lawndale Community News 
was started with a grant from 
the North Lawndale Small 
Grants Initiative now known 
as the Small Grants Human 
Development Corporation, and 
the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification 
Council is a third party agency 

that audits and verifies our 
circulation which is currently at 

15,000 issues per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date June 16, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

CEDA/LIHEAP has ended. 
Only Corrections and Good 
Faith Payments ($75 GFE) 
No New Applications. Also, 
Weatherizations Done By 
Appointment Only. Call 

312/492-9090.

TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED!!!

City & State Licensed Staff

CELING FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells
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Landscaping, and the University of Illinois 
at Chicago.

In the 24 years since NHS of Chicago’s 
first NeighborWorks Day, volunteers have 
made more than $5 million in improvements 
in Chicago neighborhoods. 

The NHS North Lawndale office, 3555 
W. Ogden Avenue, has free homebuyer 
education classes, offers fixed-rate lending 
services, including loans for construction 
rehab, and other resources to help 
Chicagoans Buy, Fix and Keep their Homes.  
For more information, call 773-522-4637, 
or visit www.nhschicago.org.

NHS Executive Director Ed Jacob paints with 
U.S. Bank partners Rob McGhee and Nick 
Skipitaris.  “We’re pleased to provide sweat 
equity in the communities we serve and to see 
lasting results,” said McGhee. 

NHS from front pageLANE CHANGE: City Quick to Paint 
Thugs Black, Slow in Fixing Their 

Place to Play
A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - the1tlane@yahoo.com

with every day, aren’t finally migrating to their pristine sanctuaries 
of lakefront neighborhoods.

Because while the city is quick to invest so much attention and 
resources just to insure the bigwigs on Michigan Avenue can hawk 
their expensive wares without fear, little attention and very little 
problem-solving alacrity are expended on those neighborhoods like 
East Garfield Park, where fear is the norm and little children just 
want a safe place to play.  A place like the Garfield Park Fieldhouse, 
which still awaits a new basketball floor nearly a year after floods 
destroyed the old one. 

A place that for 21 years was a bastion of basketball and safe 
summers for thousands of West Side children since Jim Hobson 
became park supervisor and began the annual Garfield Park 
Basketball Leagues.

Still, when he was told in July of last year that the fall of 2011 
would be the earliest he could expect the field house floor to be 
repaired, Hobson, married with no children of his own, simply 
refused to be disappointed or deterred. Instead, the 65-year-old 
Vietnam veteran was determined to soldier on and find a venue for 
the games of the 21st Annual Garfield Park Basketball Leagues that 
the park has hosted since he became its supervisor in1990.

A former Boys Town orphan in Nebraska who counts 32 
different foster homes and 22 stints in juvenile custody among his 
life experiences, Hobson was eventually able to secure the Marshall 
High School gymnasium for the leagues, which began play last 
week. The school is expected to host the games until the field house 
floor is ready.

Thankfully, that reality may arrive a bit sooner than the 
September date originally targeted by the Chicago Park District.  
But the recent pick up of activity that suddenly seems poised to 
bring the new synthetic floor on line in a few weeks rather than 
months only follows on the heels of a damning FoxChicago 

As Mayor Rahm Emanuel and newly confirmed Chicago 
Police Supt. Garry McCarthy scramble to save political face 
with an immediate and aggressive response to reported incidents 
of teen mob action downtown, maybe they should be looking 
elsewhere for solutions. A more prudent approach could be to 
pay more attention to the decaying neighborhoods many of the 
alleged young perpetrators are said to come from.

For perhaps, if these youngsters had somewhere to go and 
something to do on the West and South sides of this town, the 
powers that be in this city wouldn’t be so hard pressed to reassure 
their wealthy Magnificent Mile benefactors that the violence 
and unruliness that black Chicagoans in these communities live 

Still Waiting:  Garfield Park Supervisor Jim Hobson (right) and 
Physical Instructor Eric Sawyer share thoughts June 6, on the pending 
completion of the replacement of the flood-damaged floor of the field 
house's basketball gym.

See Fix page 7

Catalyst Scholars Join the 
Ranks of College Bound High 
School Students 

The Catalyst Schools are college 
preparatory elementary schools.  From day 
one, kindergarten students are encouraged 
to think about going to college.  How do we 
get kindergarten children, age 5, to consider 
college?  There are many ways Catalyst 
accomplishes this. 

Every classroom is named for the teacher’s 
alma mater.  On each classroom door, one 
will find the teacher’s name and the 
instructional assistant’s name along with the 
university each of them attended.  Within 
the room, work station tables are labeled 
with the names of universities.  College 
banners and pendants are hung in 
classrooms and the hallways of the school.  
College students come to the school to 
volunteer and work with Catalyst students 
and regularly speak of their college 
experience.  Every teacher and every 
instructional assistant asks students what 
their goal is and makes certain each child 
names college as part of their life-plan. 

Catalyst is finishing its fifth year of 
operation.  During these five years Catalyst 
graduates have gone on to some of the best 
schools in the city.  100% of them are still 
on track to graduate and to be in college 
within five years of graduating from 
Catalyst.  This list represents a future filled 
with promise for students who will be great 
citizens, models of good character, and 
change agents for good in their 
communities.  These students will one day 
run our businesses, manage our local, 
state, and national governments, be our 
employers, preside over institutions of 
higher learning, treat our illnesses, and be 

everything we hope for them.  Next year, 
Catalyst’s first graduating class will be 
seniors in high school.  It is a joy to see 
them progress and move on to college – an 
idea planted in kindergarten. 

Look at where they have been going to 
school. 

Selective Enrollment and Magnet Schools:  
King, Lane Tech, Rickover Naval Academy, 
Westinghouse, Whitney Young and Von 
Steuben. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charter Schools:  Ace Tech, Austin 
Polytech, Chicago Academy, Chicago 
Academy for Advanced Technology, 
Chicago Arts, Chicago talent Development, 
Collins, Noble Street, North Lawndale 
College Prep, Powerhouse, Rowe Clark, 
Urban Prep, and World Language. 

Private Schools:  Chicago Hope, Christ the 
King, Holy Trinity, Josephinum, and 
Providence St. Mel 

Chicago District Schools:  Al Raby, 
Douglas, Manley, Marshall, Prosser, 
Schurz, and Sullivan. 

While Illinois is entertaining the possibility of 
opening more casinos, we don’t think you 
should gamble with your children’s lives.  
Send them to Catalyst. 

The Catalyst Schools welcome all 
kindergarten students to apply today.   

Applications are being  
accepted now at 

 
Catalyst-Howland Charter 

1616 S. Spaulding and 
Catalyst-Circle Rock Charter,  

5608 W. Washington 
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The forlorn memories of seeing young 
people lying dead in their coffins drives 
Vietnam War veteran Jim Hobson’s almost 
fanatic desire to provide them an option 
to grim fate in the dangerous heart of 
Chicago’s notorious West Side, where gangs 
and violence reign as rites of passage. And 
the specter of dying young rises with the 
summer temperatures.

So, for more than three decades, the 
Garfield Park Supervisor has parlayed the 
popularity of basketball into a lifesaving 
vehicle to rescue thousands of youngsters 
from the murderous wastelands that are 
many of the streets in neighborhoods like 
North Lawndale and East Garfield Park.  
He continues that crusade this summer, 
spearheading the 2011 renewal of the 21st 
Annual Garfield Park Basketball Leagues, 
which began play last week (June 6) at the 
Marshall High School gymnasium.

For the record, the North Lawndale 
Lady Phoenix downed the Westinghouse 
Warriors, 27-22, in a girls varsity contest 
before more than 100 fans.  S. Wilson led 
North Lawndale with six points, which 
were matched by Mashica Blackmon to 
lead Westinghouse. For Hobson and the 
thousands of youth who yearly find refuge 
from Chicago’s perilous summer in the 
games, the final scores pales in importance 
to just the chance to play at all.

Located in a hotbed incubator of poverty 
and juvenile crime, the founding impetus of 
the program said Hobson, 65, is “to help 
young people avoid the dehumanizing 
conditions on the streets of the city of 
Chicago on a day-to-day basis.” 

“We’re trying to make a dent in this 
environment,” he said, “where it is so easy 
for youngsters to fall prey to the dangers out 

Garfield Fieldhouse Floor to Return Faster After FoxChicago TV Report
Basketball Leagues Begin 2011 Season At Marshall High

BY TRAVLES R. LANE
there. I mean, you hear on the news all the 
time about kids getting shot, wounded and 
killed. It’s like being in the war again.” 

Begun in1990, and modeled after a 
similar, outdoor hoops program Hobson 
established at on the North Side of town 
in Rogers Park ten years earlier, the 2011 
competition is planned to return to the 
repaired and refurbished floor of the basement 
beneath the golden dome of the Garfield Park 
Fieldhouse at 100 N. Central Park Dr. in a 
couple of weeks. Severely damaged last July 
by flooding from the swimming pool beside 
it, the field house court had been scheduled to 
remain out of action until the fall.

But thanks to a recent, scathing 
FoxChicago television news investigative 
report exposing improprieties in credit 
card use, funding and contracting at the 
Chicago Park District, the $150,000 project 
to replace the damaged hardwood floor with 
a synthetic flood-resistant, multi-purpose 
composite has suddenly became available. 
Park District Superintendent Timothy 
Mitchell also resigned in the aftermath of 
the damning Fox TV report.

The leagues, comprised of 28 teams 
from area public schools, play a 14-game 
schedule through the summer. There is no 
cost to participate.

With games scheduled from 6-8 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday and from 10 am. – 1 
p.m. on Saturdays, the program offers an 
accessible haven of wholesome competition 
and safety to it participants while providing 
an inviting oasis from the weltering menace 
of the hot tempered Chicago summer on 
the West Side. More than 500 youngsters 
participate in the leagues, which is divided 
into 12 Young Men Varsity (ages 16-18) 
divisions, eight Boys Frosh – Soph (13-15) 

divisions and eight Girls Varsity divisions.
Games are contested through the 

summer, and the season concludes with a 
round robin championship tournament in 
September.  Champions and runners-up in 
each division are awarded trophies.

Hobson, a 27-year veteran Illinois 
High School Association basketball referee, 
officiates many of the games, often alone. 
And like the many young hoopsters who 
have come to rely on the sanctuary of their 
summers under the golden dome, he is 

excited about the early return to the field 
house.

Where he can continue to answer a 
calling to make a difference and find solace 
from too many memories of visiting young 
victims of the West Side’s mean and lethal 
streets in churches, and in funeral homes.

“That was the impetus for me, 
personally to get involved,” Hobson said 
of his inspiration to link basketball to inner 
city survival. “Having to go to funerals and 
seeing young people buried.”

Nothing But Net: A Westinghouse shooter snaps the nylon for a bucket as North Lawndale won the 
opening game of the 21st Annual Garfield Park Basketball Leagues, 27-22, as they began play June 
6, at the Marshall High School Gym.

CHICAGO, IL – The Illinois 
House of Representatives passed a 
bill that will pave the way for educa-
tion reform in Chicago. In that bill, the 
Chicago School Board has the right to 
lengthen the school day or school year. 

A longer school day and a longer 
school year have already proven suc-
cessful at schools such as San Miguel 
Chicago, who has been utilizing both 
since its inception sixteen years ago.

 Education reform is a topic that 
San Miguel and President and Execu-
tive Director Michael Anderer-McClel-
land live out daily.

 With campuses in the Austin and 
Back of the Yards neighborhoods, San 
Miguel specifically targets low income, 
underperforming and underserved 
middle school students and provides 
them with a model of education that 
includes an extended day schedule and 
year-round calendar. However, class-
room instruction is just the beginning.  
Critical pieces of the San Miguel expe-
rience are parental engagement, fam-
ily strengthening programs and gradu-
ate support services through the high 
school years. 

 “What is San Miguel doing today 
that all schools will do 15 years from 
now?” asks Anderer-McClelland. “We 
claim responsibility for and act to clear 
the educational path for youth to suc-
cessful high school completion.”

 San Miguel’s school program 

60,000 High School Youth Lost in the System
ends after eighth grade but the curricu-
lum continues as graduates receive sup-
port throughout their high school years, 
including tutoring and mentoring sessions 
and various other youth development ac-
tivities. Their families also receive edu-
cational opportunities and are eligible 
for clinical counseling services. It is this 
highly individualized approach and wrap 
around services that have paved the way 
for an 84% high school completion rate 
among San Miguel graduates.

 Because of this innovation and suc-
cess, Anderer-McClelland, a Princeton 
graduate, often seeks opportunities to 
work in the field of education reform 
to both learn from others and share San 
Miguel’s model. 

 On Tuesday May 17th, Anderer-Mc-
Celland participated in a precept on the 
topic of “The Future of Education Reform 
in Chicago” hosted by the Princeton Proj-
ect 55 Fellowship Program at the Princ-
eton AlumniCorps. 

 “Though there was a broad spectrum 
of perspectives, the common theme is that 
the issue of education reform is solvable,” 
said Phillip Jimenez, who attended the 
precept. “There isn’t a single solution.” 

 In agreement, Anderer-McClelland 
said, “All adults need to be on the same 
team so that youth don’t fall through the 
cracks.” 

 The city of Chicago currently has 
at least 60,000 children of high school 
age that are not in school, according to 

Paige Ponder, Director, Department of 
Graduation Pathways, Chicago Public 
Schools. Those students have effective-
ly fallen through the cracks. 

 “Overall the outcomes for youth in 
Chicago have been improving because 
of a variety of reform initiatives that are 
happening, but I do not see evidence 
that city-wide graduation rates have 
changed significantly. Today, 60,000 
high school age youth are still lost, left 
with no viable options.” said Anderer-
McClelland.

 Through San Miguel Schools, 
Anderer-McClelland is doing his best 
to reach out to the lost demographic of 
high school students. Through individu-
alized education, graduate support and 
outreach to other education reformers, 
he hopes to change that number. 

San Miguel Schools (www.san-
miguelchicago.org), located in the Back 
of the Yards and Austin neighborhoods, 
provides an innovative and accessible 
education to inner-city children. The 
San Miguel model provides a unique 
approach to education by offering an 
extended school day, year-round aca-
demic calendar, low student to teacher 
ratio and family and graduate support 
services.  San Miguel believes that it is 
possible for a child to break the cycle 
of poverty, violence and hopelessness if 
given the education, tools and support 
necessary to succeed. 

That’s when Taylor decided to revisit an email 
he received in 2006 from a group in Ghana 
seeking donated computers. Taylor originally 
brushed off the email as suspicious. But after 
learning how much electronic or e-waste gets 
dumped in Ghana every year, Taylor decided 
the email was worth a second look. 
After several community meetings, Taylor 
and several DDC staff members went to 
Ghana last year. Over a three week period, 
Taylor met with several NGOs to discuss the 
project idea before settling on AFRIDEC. 
Eventually, a memorandum of understanding 
was signed where DDC agreed to provide 
computers to several schools in Accra. 
But Taylor’s good intentions quickly came 
under the microscope in a country that has 
become the industrialized world’s dumping 
ground for its electronic waste. It is estimated 
that tons of discarded computers, monitors 
and keyboards are dumped in several African 
countries, including Ghana. These dumps 
become virtual septic tanks of dangerous 
toxins when people, often children, comb the 
waste looking for metals like copper and gold 
for resale.  
Often these computers end up in Africa 
under the guise of providing technology, but 
the computers themselves are irreparable. 
Many have old and outdated equipment and 
operating systems on them that cannot run 
modern-day software. These computers also 
end up in e-waste dumps. Taylor was taken 
to task to prove he was the solution and not 
adding to the problem.
“The press over there actually quizzed us on 
that same issue,” Taylor recalled. “We are 
being very careful with the equipment we 
take over there. We want it to be the best stuff 
that we can get.”
To help, contact Lowry Taylor at (773) 782-
6604.

Flicks from page 6
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2212 West Cermak Road 
Chicago, IL 60608 

(773) 847-7747 
www.mutualfederalbank.com 

Serving our community for over 100 years. 

WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF 
DEPOSIT AND MORTGAGE PRODUCTS. 

Six former St. Gregory Episcopal School students gathered with a group 
of approximately 60 people Saturday (June 4) at the Blessed Sacrament 
Youth Center at 2130 S. Central Park Ave. The gathering celebrated the 
students' recent 2011 graduation from Holy Family Lutheran School, 
which enrolled about 42 former St. Gregory boys after St. Gregory closed 
its doors at the end of the 2010 school year. The six graduates have all 
been accepted in high schools. Pictured (l-r) are: Raymond Barney (will 
attend North Lawndale Prep Academy), Jonathan Mentoja (Chicago 
Hope), DaQuionte Coleman (Urban Prep), Darionte Coleman (Urban 
Prep), Corey Thomas (Thornton Thornwood) and London Cobbs (St. 
John's Military Academy in Wisconsin). The meeting also eulogized the 
life of former St. Gregory Principal Dennis Woszniak, who recently passed.

Photo by TRAVLES R. LANE

MOVING ON

CHICAGO – Determined to build 
a movement to protect the gains of the 
Civil Rights Movement from states’ rights 
forces in motion throughout the country, 
the Rainbow PUSH Coalition is set to 
host its national conference in Chicago, 
June 18-22, at the Chicago Hilton and 
Towers Hotel, 720 S. Michigan Avenue. 
Hosted by Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, 
Sr., the 40th annual conference of the 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition and Citizenship 
Education Fund, titled ”A More Perfect 
Union: Closing the Gap”, will once again 
bring influential thought leaders together 
in a an innovative exchange of ideas. 
“Conferences are historically about 
exchanging ideas and disseminating 
information,” explained Rev. Jackson. 
“What makes our gathering different 
is our conference sets an agenda and 
strategy for our organization and 
progressive activists around the nation.” 
This year’s conference will focus in-depth 
on the retreat from the hard won gains of 
the Civil Rights Movement going on around 
the country. 

The Rainbow PUSH Coalition 
continues to declare the movements for 
social justice, women’s rights, workers’ 
rights, and civil rights legitimate, 
necessary and worth preserving. 
The conference kicks off Saturday, June 18, 
at PUSH headquarters, 930 E. 50th Street, 
when the group hosts a nationally televised, 
live, town hall discussion, “From Chaos to 
Community.” The session aims to explore 
solutions for the vast economic, legal and 
social disparities that confront the nation, 
communities of color and the working poor. 

“The same states’ rights forces that 
resisted progress are working in labor 
strongholds like Michigan and Wisconsin to 
cut the heart out of the progressive movement 
for social change,” said Jackson. “Civil rights 
are threatened by the quest for corporate 
profits and the creation of artificial political 
majorities created by hyper-incarceration, 
violent suppression of dissent and 
conservative states’ rights formulations.” 
Renowned talk-show host, author, political 
commentator and entrepreneur, Tavis Smiley, 
will moderate a dialogue with wrongfully 
convicted individuals. The session will 
address how these men and women can 
start their lives anew after serving long 
sentences for something they did not do. 
A number of panels and workshops will be 
offered over the five days to address a gamut 
of social problems in the U.S. and abroad.

 For example, the convention will 
feature a panel on “the black male crisis” 
on Sunday, June 19, seeking to explore 
the soaring incarceration, unemployment 
and death index rate of African American 
males in the climate of the new Jim 
Crow. Another session will delve into 
the Middle East crisis and the growing 
economic opportunity in Africa. Panelists 
from across the globe and representing 
the organization’s branches in London, 
Ghana and the Caribbean will participate. 
Corporate leaders, hoping to capitalize on 
the nearly trillion dollars of Black buying 
power in the U.S., will participate in a 
number of sessions on diversity, minority 
supplier and franchise opportunities, and 
African American consumers. Job seekers 
will have the opportunity to meet with 
recruiters from a number of businesses 
during the conference’s “Career Opportunity 
and Development Expo.

PUSH For Excellence will host a 
session, Monday, June 20, to present 
global models for school reform that are 
applicable in both rural and urban settings. 
The session will provide registrants with 
highlights from programs and initiatives 

Rev. Jesse Jackson to Host National 
Dialogue on Civil Rights at Rainbow 

PUSH 40th Annual Conference
in the field of education that present 
promising possibilities for creating change. 
The issue of church and home foreclosure 
will be thoroughly discussed during the 
1,000 Churches Connected Ministers’ 
Luncheon, June 21.  

Rev. Jackson has worked with pastors 
around the country to help churches 
negotiate better terms with their banks. 
Religious groups of all kinds have suffered 
in recent years as donations have declined.   
Convention festivities also include a youth 
and hip hop forum; a star-studded, red carpet 
tribute to Judge Greg Mathis during the 
PUSH/Excel Scholarship Gala. Rainbow 
PUSH will deliver some $250,000 in 
college scholarships to college bound youth 
at the gala. Some of the biggest names in 
gospel music will perform during the Rev. 
Clay Evans Gospel Concert.  

Conference highlights include:
·Saturday, June 18: Rev. Jackson, 

along with attorney Janice Mathis, vice 
president, Rainbow PUSH Coalition, 
and Barbara Arnwine, executive director, 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, will lead a Saturday Morning Forum 
session and pose the question, “Where 
Do We Go From Here? States Rights v. 
Civil Rights”. The aim of this session is 
to explore and share the most promising 
solutions for the vast economic, legal and 
social disparities that confront the nation, 
communities of color and the working 
poor. As part of the organization’s ongoing 
call for fairness within the criminal justice 
system, Tavis Smiley will moderate a 
session focusing on the national problem 
of wrongful convictions. Wrongfully 
convicted individuals and their families will 
be featured as we explore the devastating 
effects of this failure of the justice system 
on the victims and those who love them.

·Sunday, June 19: Grammy Award 
winning gospel artists Byron Cage, Jennifer 
Holiday, Bishop Neal Roberson and Kim 
Stratten will headline the Clay Evans 
Gospel Concert at Christ Universal Temple, 
11901 S. Ashland Ave., Chicago.

·Monday, June 20: The day will focus 
on international, business and education 
issues.  Karen G. Mills, administrator, Small 
Business Administration, will bring remarks 
during the business luncheon along with 
honoree Terry Lundgren, CEO of Macy’s.  
Judge Greg Mathis will be honored at the 
PUSH for Excellence Scholarship Gala, 
highlighting his remarkable journey from 
jail to judgeship.

·Tuesday, June 21: The focus will 
be “Labor, Clergy and Sports” and 
highlights include a career opportunity 
and development expo, a session on home 
foreclosure prevention, ministers’ luncheon, 
and athletic banquet keynoted by Dave 
Bing, Mayor of Detroit and retired NBA 
player.  The 1,000 Churches Connected 
Ministers’ Luncheon will feature prominent 
denominational leaders.  Bishop Charles E. 
Blake will keynote the event and Illinois 
Attorney General Lisa Madigan will bring 
an update on the church/home foreclosure 
crisis. 

· Wednesday, June 22: Participants will 
focus on Women and Health.  A morning 
health plenary will address the burden of 
obesity in the African American community 
and how obesity leads to other health 
related illnesses such as heart disease, 
sleep apnea, and cancer. The women’s 
luncheon will be keynoted by Gary, Indiana 
mayoral candidate Karen Freeman-Wilson. 
To register for “A More Perfect Union: 
Closing the Gap” or for more information 
visit the Rainbow PUSH Coalition website 
at www.rainbowpush.org or call (773) 256-
2700.



          The North Lawndale Community News      June 9 - June 15, 2011Page 6

BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

SUPER 8(***) “Super 8”  represents writer-
0director J.J. Abrams’ personal and cinematic 
homage to his mentor, director Steven Spielberg 
and his early film works that also gave birth to the 
summer movie blockbuster during the late 1970’s
           The film’s title also refers to the type 
of Kodak millimeter home movie film that 
inspired future filmmakers during their youth like 
Spielberg and Martin Scorsese who made movie 
shorts out of their home movies. (Nowadays 
anyone can be amateur filmmaker by using the 
internet)
            This fact is utilize into the plot line in 
which chubby neighborhood kid, Charles (Riley 
Griffiths) 
 is using his father’s home movie camera to create 
his own zombie movie in this fictional, small steel 
mill town of Lillian Ohio.
            Charles’ project turns out to be a descent 
diversion for his friend, Joe Lamb (Joel Courtney) 
who is quite devastated by the steel mill accident 
that killed his mother that has now left him to his 
estranged father and the town’s sheriff deputy, 
Jackson (Kyle Chandler) who intends to ship the 
lad off to camp. 
             But first, Joe advises his father that he 
wants to help Charles finish his zombie movie 
that now has been rewritten with a female lead, 
Alice Dainard (Elle Fanning) who initially rejects 
Joe’s presence on the project Since she is driving 
her long haired factory worker-father (Ron 
Eldard)’s car without a license in the presence of 
the deputy’s son..
             Joe swears not to tell at the same time 
he’s smitten by Alice. Therefore, Charles and Joe 
along with their buddies, bifocal Martin (Gabriel 
Basso). metal mouthed Gary (Ryan Lee), pyro- 
tech geek Preston (Zach Mills) are driven by 
Alice to their shooting locale at a deserted train 
depot.
              Where during a brief rehearsal with Alice 
both Charles and Joe become infatuated.  But 
when its time for the camera to roll amidst the 
emerging noise of an oncoming train. Joe checks 
out a lone truck that drives head on toward the 
train.
               This leads to a horrendous and massive 
train accident with fire, explosions, and flying 
debris that barely misses the fleeing kids. While 
Alice happens to snatch one of the many strange 
shaped cubes from one of the train compartments 
that she passes on to Joe who sits the item in his 
bedroom. Through it all, the damaged camera 
completed rolling the film when recovered by the 
kids who take the roll of film to be processed by 
their weed smoking drug store clerk                  
               After the destruction and damages, 
the kids also discover the truck driver is a teacher 
from their school, Dr. Woodward (Glynn Turman) 
who advises them not to tell anyone, if they want 
their parents and friends to live. 
                The kids run away in time from the arriving 
military forces led by Nelec (Noah Emmerich the 
usual military brass that has contempt for scientist 
trying to preserve or help over what he feels is a 
threat to mankind that should be destructed.
                Therefore, it’s no surprise what 
occurs ultimately from Nelec’s unsuccessful 
interrogation on Dr. Woodward that is follow-
up by a military cover-up by evacuating the 
townspeople and briefly imprisoning Deputy 
Jackson who knows he’s being lied to.

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz

                 Clearly, the kids are the one that 
seek out the answers. When they break into their 
school and into Dr. Woodward’s research papers 
and footage that reveals his attempt to understand 
and help the creature return home against the 
military’s objective and violent response.
                 But a greater urgency occurs when 
the spider like alien creature snatches Alice after 
a dispute with her drunken father who harbors a 
secret that’s connected to Joe’s mother’s death 
at the steel mill. And the kids have to find the 
creature’s subterranean lair storing his human 
food in cocoon-like wrappings in its temporary 
home
                 Through much of Abrams’ script and 
direction, je replicas well several key Spielberg 
movies and their tones. “Super 8” starts out 
(before the overblown train wreck sequence) like 
“Jaws”, in providing the terror without showing 
fully the creature until late in the picture.
                  The kids easily reflect Spielberg’s 
The Goonies”. This was homage to the Little 
Rascals/ Our Gang shorts. And of course, there’s 
the influences from “ET” and “Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind” when the kids meet up with the 
alien and Joe manages to communicate while in 
the creature’s grasp.
                  Even if it’s over the top at times, “Super 
8” is still a descent enough and entertaining 
tribute that Abrams can’t put enough of his 
own trademark on, just duplicate the essence 
of his mentor’s cinematic work on sci-fi thriller 
adventures before he got serious with “Schindler’s 
List”.  
                  Never mind the reference to the birth of 
the summer movie blockbuster season  Abrams’ 
film here also owes a great debt to director Ridley 
Scott’s 1979’s “Aliens”  But at the very least, 
“Super 8” is well intended as the sincerest form of 
flattery to that filmmaker that kept the kid inside 
of him alive in those films. PG-13; 112min. A 
Paramount Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters
BEGINNERS (***)  “Beginners” is an 
unconventional and intimate human drama with 
Ewan McGregor as Oliver Fields, a commercial 
sketch artist trying to cope with his emotional 
strife over the recent passing of his father, Hal 
(Christopher Plummer) who died from lung 
cancer.
            In order to get closer to the father he 
barely knew as a child that his mother’s (Mary 
Page Keller) free spirited nature used to fill in her 
child’s void in recollection flashbacks.  Oliver 
cared for his ailing during the last four years of 
his life that also him lose his wife six months 
earlier. In which afterwards the father tells his 
son that he’s gay and now wanted to explore that 
aspect of his life that he long denied himself from 
his 45 yrs of marriage.
           While caring for his ailing father  as he 
also observing his lifestyle and  relationship with 
lover, Andy (Goran Visnjic from TV’s ”ER”),, 
Oliver finds himself after several failed attempts 
that were mainly his fault or due to death as 
sketch out in hand drawings in one scene.;  Oliver 
is in a blossoming relationship with a young 
woman, Anna (Melanie Laurent) who works on 
loosen up the uptight and introverted Oliver with 
her spontaneity to  write graffiti on building walls 
and roller skate from  a roller rink  to building 

See Flicks page 7

JUST GO WITH IT (*1/2)  Adam 
Sandler stars as a plastic surgeon who 
wears a fake wedding ring to avoid 
getting hurt on dates. Until he meets a 
sexy swimsuit model (Brooklyn Decker) 
with marriage on her mind that he asks his 
assistant (Jennifer Aniston) to poses as his 
ex-wife during a Hawaiian “fake”-cation 
that becomes complicated. When the 
surgeon and his assistant discovers how 
they should together in this lukewarm 
romantic comedy that is loosely derived 
from the late 1960’sBroadway dinner 
theater play, “Cactus Flower’ that made 
a star out of Golden Hawn who nabbed 
an Oscar.. Nicole Kidman co-stars as 
the film’s fifth wheel” as Aniston’s ex- 
sorority sister rival. PG-13; 116min. 
Sony Pictures Home Video

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

THE MECHANIC (**) Adequate 
remake to the 1972 Charles Bronson 
/ Jan Michael Vincent action drama  
with Jason Statham  somewhat in his 
“Transporter” mold as this elite assassin 
who reluctantly “whacks” his mentor 
and former agent (Donald Sutherland) on 
orders from a mysterious governmental 
client boss (Tony Goldwyn) for a botched 
South African assassination plot.  At the 
funeral, a remorseful hit-man takes his 
mentor’s reckless son (Ben Foster) under 
his wings; who naturally wants to know 
who’s responsible for his father’s death 
while learning this lethal craft. R; 92min. 
Sony Pictures Home Video 

television news report in May that detailed 
a host of improprieties in the way the agency 
administered its yearly $400 million budget.  
And after improper credit card usage led 
to the departure of his chief of staff Shawn 
Schmidt, Park District Supt. Timothy 
Mitchell tendered his own resignation. 
Critical reports by the Better Government 
Association also blasted the performance of 
the District and its leadership.

Hobson is excited about the shortened 
timetable for getting his program back 
beneath the golden dome of the field house. 
And while he is quick to give credit and 
“kudos” to his District superiors for their 
efforts to help him acquire a place to play 
for the youngsters he calls his “surrogate 
children,” I have a more critical perspective 
than the two-time former Chicago City 
Employee of the Year.

And because I do not work for the 
District, I have no restrictive considerations 
in saying that to tell black children they 

have wait more than a year to have a place 
to play returned to them has little to do with 
budget concerns, and a lot to do with a lack of 
concern for them at all. Especially when the 
officials charged with providing that place for 
them are busy burning up government credit 
cards living the high life for themselves.

And while the mayor and McCarthy 
are wasting little effort to put more cops on 
the streets downtown to essentially profile 
and possibly arrest and jail young, black 
teenagers for so-called acts of mob violence, 
I’d like to know if even now, anyone from 
their offices have ever contacted Jim Hobson 
or others like him who devote every day of 
their lives trying to prevent young black men 
from going astray.

When will they stop leaping at the 
effort to define public safety as the jailing 
or shooting of black youngsters when the 
success of programs like Hobson’s clearly 
illustrate most of these children simply need 
something constructive to do?

Or maybe, just a place to play.
Just saying.

Fix from page 3



June 9 - June 15, 2011      The North Lawndale Community News Page 7

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of 
my units have heat included and some 
have no security. 3506 W. Huron and 
2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 2133 
W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 4 
bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 
W. Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 
4 bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

APT FOR RENT Two (2)  Bedrooms, 
Living Room/Dining Room Newly 
Remodeled Kitchen and Bathroom 
Enclosed Backporch, Heat Included 
Location: Cermak and Keeler (1st FL), 
Chicago, IL Rental Fee: $800.00 Plus 
one month security deposit For more 
information call 815-577-0773

Urban Art Retreat at 1957 S. Spaulding 
offers free programs onsite including- 
Women's Residence, Adult Art Studio, 
Group Discussions,  Art Gallery receptions, 
Children's Program, volunteer opportunities; 
&  subcontracts to provide Therapeutic Art 
Program for other organizations.  UAR offers 
services for artists & non-artists. Visitors 
Day is Saturdays from 11-3 p.m. Currently 
compiling a list of adults and teens who want  
paid apprenticeships. Check out the website!   
www.urbanartretreat.com 

ART PROGRAMS

2 ROOM FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th & 
Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call (773) 
885-0968

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect 
for seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,
Secure,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, 
Heat, Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, 
Hrdwd Flrs, Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 
N. Kildare, Newly Renovated,Large, 
very nice, Three Bd. Quite, Secure. 
Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.Rm 1650 S. 
St. Louis. 773-838-8471

HELP WANTED

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. 
Homan $350/month. Utilities 
includedl Men preferred. (773) 
557-9421

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1250 Call 
(773) 505-3642

ROOMS FOR
RENT

Woman for live-in position in 
Wisconsin. Cleaning, cooking and 
helping with personal affairs, all 
expenses paid including food and 
lodging, call  920-206-1654

corridors. 
           The film is told through Oliver’s 
perspective who suppresses his 
emotions to be happy and at peace. 
McGregor doesn’t fall through the 
usual trappings of trying to understand 
his father. Even though as different 
as they appear to be. They each have 
their relationships in which Hal tries 
to teach through his example how live 
instead of living in his sorrow that he 
symbolizes in sketch drawings that 
reflect his plight in “the history of 
sadness”.
            Eventually, “Beginners” is 
not about endings, It’s about the curve 
balls life throws in your way.  It’s 
about one’s coming to terns to get one 
of one’s own way; taking in whatever 
life lessons his father tried to instill in 
Oliver by his words and example. 
            The film is not so much 
about the homosexual experience 
that is characterized in this picture.  
Through Oliver, the movie is about 
the emotional right to passage toward 
whatever occurs in our lives that 
Oliver ultimately sees for himself in 
his relationship with Anna that he 
almost loses.
            Until Oliver better understands 
from his father’s passing that helps 
him reconnect with life and go after 
Anna who has decided to relocate in 
New York. Only to arrive to an empty 
apartment; and learns by phone she’s 
in L.A. on business.   
           Bui this is how life and love is. It 
doesn’t follow a pattern. And whether 
one is straight or gay; relationship are 
built on emotions and thoughts while 
we individually execute our own lives 
that are similar regardless one’s sexual 

preference.  
          For something different, 
“Beginners” is a personal film that 
may not suit everyone’s taste; but it’s 
a gem of a movie in its own way. R; 
105min. A Focus Features Release  – 
Presented at Landmark’s Century 
Cinema Centre (2828 No. Clark St) 
and other selected theaters
JUDY MOODY AND THE NOT 
BUMMER SUMMER (*1/2)  Strictly 
for suburbanite families with young 
kids with short attention spans. Based 
on Megan McDonald’s children’s’ 
book series “Judy Moody and the 
Not Bummer Summer” should have 
had more universal appeal. Instead 
of locking into a certain age from its 
juvenile female lead. Because every 
kid should be able to relate to the 
anticipation of school being in recess 
for the summer.
         With school in recess for the summer 
that leads to overzealous anticipation. 
There also should have been more of a 
nostalgic feel. Considering how many 
major city schools are changing with 
charter schools, year round school 
semesters with periodical two week 
breaks and/or like new Chicago mayor 
Rahm Manuel is considering extended 
hours and a longer school season as the 
wave of the future.
         :Judy Moody and the Not Bummer 
Summer” is a brightly lit, hyper active  
family movie that turns out to be out 
of touch and reach of  most inner city 
communities and their ethnic audience. 
It doesn’t come close to what was 
achieved earlier this spring with “Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid: Roderick Rules”
          It’s the last day of school in 
Virginia where a  teacher ,Mr. Todd  
(Jaleel White, the former Steve Urkel 
from TV’s” Family Matters” offers 

a classroom challenge to find him during the  
summer to win a prize. 
         An uber-active chatter-box Judy Moody 
(Jordana Beatty) is bubbling over with anticipation 
over the prospects of her big plans for the summer 
with her best friends, Rocky and Amy through a 
double dare competitive challenge:
         But Judy’s summer plans get sidelined where 
her friends announce they will have to be out of 
town for the summer. Rocky is being sent to a 
circus camp. While Amy is headed off with her 
parents to Borneo for some missionary work with 
a lost tribe.
         The news continues to get worse when Judy’s 
parents have to travel to California without the 
kids to attend to an ailing relative Leaving Judy at 
home with her obnoxious younger brother, Stinks 
who is  obsesses  in finding the legendary Big Foot. 
         Not to mention, the kids are being left in the 
care of a seldom seen Aunt Opal (Heather Graham) 
who is no “Uncle Buck”. Opal is some kind of free 
spirit, globe trotting guerrilla artist with a travelling 
art supply trunk who’s not very responsible and 
knowledgeable for an authoritative figure.
          Judy tries to salvage her double dare challenge 
through competing on-line trying to beat Amy and 
Rocky’s accomplishments from photos taken on 
their vacation with her second best friend, Frank 
Pearl that leads to disastrous results and no “thrill 
points” on her  activity chart.
          Eventually, when Judy sees an opportunity 
to gain some points from the media attention her 
brother Stink is getting from a “Big Foot” replica 
made out of a mountain of junk with help from 
Aunt Opal. Judy finally “gets it”! But we don’t 
care much! 
         Because for whatever “collective experience” 
was intended by this movie. It’s most clear from 
the reaction I observed in the theater from a few 
majority kids telling their parents how boring 
this movie made them feel that will make “Judy 
Moody and the Not Bummer Summer” the least 
memorable out of the summer season and “bum 
out” a majority of its movie audience. PG; 90min. 
A Relativity Media Picture Release – Presented 
at selected theaters

Flicks from page 6

APT FOR RENT - 2 flat 2 bdrm - 
1st floor apt in Austin area, hardwood 
floors in living rm, dining rm and 
bdrms, ceramic floor in kitchen and 
bath, new kitchen cabinets, new 
counter top and double stainless steel 
sink, enclosed back porch, near green 
line, 1 mo rent + security, call 708-
539-1730 or 773-627-7650

With no bank financing !!! Reasononable down payment and a monthly payment 
of $1000 will get you today in todays beautiful four bdrm and 2 bathrm home 
in a great quiet block in the heart of North Lawndale area. Call Esther today at 
773 934-3706, Features great kitchen with granite counter top, 42 inch kitchen 
cabinet beautiful custom tiles and stainless steel appliances, spacious master 
bdrom, two beautiful bathroom with custom vanities, tiles, and fixtures, a well 
manicured backyard, and very close to shopping malls, walking distance to pink 
line and very close to downtown and Interstate 290 call Esther at 773 534-3706. 

You can own this home today!!!

Great Home For Sale!!!

YOUR 
AD HERE

CALL 
312 492-9090
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

The Chicago Park District 
says spots still remain in many 
camps for the summer.  Most 
camps begin Monday, June 27 
and run through August, 5.  Late 
summer camps, covering some 
of the weeks in August, are 
also offered at numerous parks.  
Hours vary. Traditional camp 

STILL TIME TO SIGN UP FOR DAY CAMP
at The Chicago Park District

hours are typically no less than 
6 hours per day (ex. 9am-3pm 
or 10am-4pm), Monday thru 
Friday. Many parks offer early 
morning and extended late day 
camp sessions as well.

The Chicago Park District 
is the hot spot for kids this 
summer. To embark on the 

ultimate summer camp 
experience, look no further 
than your local park! 
With a variety of camp 
offerings, you are sure to 
find an option to match 
your needs.   Soldier Field 
will offer Camp programs 
can be found at over 200 
parks throughout the city 
where children enjoy 
water fun, field trips, 
athletic activities and 
cultural experiences. 

The Chicago Park 
District’s als

o offers a summer day 
camp financial assistance 
program.  Income 
guidelines for Chicago 
Park District’s financial 
assistance program is 
based on guidelines issued 
by the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
for free and reduced 
fee lunch programs.  To 
learn more contact your 
local park or call the 
Central Region office at 
312.746.5962.


