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North Lawndale’s youth enjoyed 
a night of dancing and dining at the 
Douglas Park Fieldhouse on June 14. 

Shakea Jerry, owner of event 
planning company SoChic by Shakea, 
hosted the “Fit for Royalty” Prom, 
which was geared towards youth ages 3 
to 11. There were 14 kids in the prom 
court and several other youth that were 
there to root for the kids that were 
dancing. A total of 70 young people 
were at the event. The youth came from 
mainly charter schools, including the 
Catalyst Schools.

Though the prom featured youth 
that were not teenagers, the event had 
most of the elements of a high school 
prom: The boys wore tuxedos, the girls 
wore prom dresses and a photographer 
took pictures for the event. At the bottom 
of each picture there was the theme and 
the date of the prom. The youth also 

Youth Prom Held at Douglas Park Fieldhouse
Nicholas Short

received small prom glasses that are 
just like the glasses high school students 
receive for their prom. Committing 
heavily to its prom theme, the event also 
featured a prom prince and princess who 
were crowned at the end of the night. 
The prince was Tyrel Jerry and the 
princess was Tamari Beal.

Before the event, the prom 
prince and princess went around their 
neighborhood and asked people to 
purchase ads in an ad book for the prom, 
and the money for those purchases were 
used fund the event and buy prizes for 
the prince and princess.

There was a red carpet that the 
youth walked on before entering the 
dance floor. The youth were taught three 
dances, including a waltz. Jerry helped 
them learn how to dance.

The youth also dined on baked 
chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, 

string beans and rolls. They also 
received punch, cake and cupcakes. 
According the Jerry, the event was 
catered by MacArthurs. 

Jerry said that the prom featured 
“kid friendly” music that did not contain 
profanity. The prom’s DJ played music 
from such artists as Justin Bieber and 
Hanna Montana—for the registration, 
Jerry had parents list the songs that the 
kids like and the DJ used that list. 

It was Jerry’s first time hosting a 
prom, and she felt that she did a good 
job. “A lot of the parents were so excited 
about it and the kids were so excited 
and I got a lot of good feedback and 
everything, so I felt like I did pretty good 
for my first time,” she said. She admitted 
that managing and helping the children 
was difficult at first because the youth 
were “all over the place,” but she had 
a good time hosting the event. “It was 

fun,” she said.
Jerry said that no problems 

occurred during the event. “We had a 
good time. There were no problems at 
all. The kids had a blast.”

With two children of her own, she 
lived in the North Lawndale area. She 
said that there should be more activities in 
North Lawndale that the youth can enjoy. 
So she decided to do a youth dance. And 
she will create more events in the future. 
“I plan to do more events in the North 
Lawndale community [that is] geared 
towards the youth, and the prom was the 
first thing I chose to do,” she said. She 
plans to have the prom again next year 
and she urges more kids to be a part of it.

More information about SoChic 
by Shakea and the prom can be found 
at www.facebook.com/sochicbyshakea 
and www.sochicbyshakea.blogspot.
com.

Shakea Jerry  with the kids that were apart of the prom court. Two of the kids doing the Waltz.

On June 24th 2011, the 
9th Legislative General 
Assembly Education    
Scholarship Award                    

Dinner was held. Illinois 
State Representative Arthur 
Turner gave a Welcome 
and Recognition lecture to 
the student recipient and 
their parents, along with 
the management of Leona’s 
Restaurant. 

The 9th District 
Education Committee 
Chairman Joe Turner gave 
the “What Is the GAES” 
message to the families. A 
past recipient address was 
given by Dr. Eliza Bell, 
giving encouragement to all 
the recipients. A nutritious 
dinner was served by the 

9th Legislative District General Assembly Education Scholarship Award Dinner
Calvin Muhummad

Receipients of the 9th Legislative District General Assembly Education 
Scholarship Award

(Top) IL State Rep.Arthur Turner, Catherine 
Turner, Rosalyn Turner and 28th Ward 
Alderman Erving (Right) Past receipient 
and speaker Dr. Eliza Bell

Leona’s restaurant staff. All 
present seemed to enjoy the 
meal.

Congratulations to the 
Parents- All the best to you 
and your student, as they 

continue their journey to 
access knowledge in order 
to reach their dreams and 
aspirations, while  enhancing 
their foundation to build 
a stronger and successful 

future. We are proud to be a part of 
it.  Thank You. 
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, Tamiko Bowie, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Education 
(State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate Rep. 
Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the National 
Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany Fund, and 
contributions from our community, advertisers, and readers. The 
North Lawndale Community News was started with a grant from 
the North Lawndale Small Grants 
Initiative now known as the Small 
Grants Human Development 
Corporation, and the Steans 
Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification 
Council is a third party agency 

that audits and verifies our 
circulation which is currently at 

15,000 issues per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date July 21, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

The regular CEDA/LIHEAP
 Assistance has ended.

The only program that is available 
is Hardship through Comed It will 
assist with Electric Bills only . The 

Hardship has to be proven. 
Call First! 

For more information 
Call 312/492-9090.

CEILING FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells
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 CYC-ABC Polk Bros. is inviting your child 

to have the Best Summer Ever! 
at 

Camp Rosenthal, Dowagic, Michigan 
Transportation provided 
Three meals a day/snacks 
Swimming 
Canoeing 
Arts & Crafts 
Campfire Activities 
Cook-outs 
Good and Safe Fun 
Space still available for youth ages 7-12 

Session 3 July 18-July 28 
Session 4 August 1-August 9 

Teen Camp (13-15) August 12 –August 19 
Family Camp (ages 3+ with adult) August 22-August 26  

$25.00 registration fee for the 1st child  
 $5.00 registration fee for additional children 

Sliding Fee Scale for most families 
CHA Families 

No Registration Fee—No Cost  
 For more information about dates and pricing please contact:                  

 Ms. Jenkins @ 773.762.5655 

At first glance, the urban setting of 
Chicago ’s ABC Polk Bros. Youth Center 
may not have much in common with a 
rural Michigan outpost. Upon closer look, 
however, both have for generations been a 
safe haven and a place for positive youth 
development among North Lawndale 
residents. 

 Chicago Youth Centers’ (CYC) ABC 
Polk Bros Youth Center has set a goal 
this summer to send 200 youth, teens, 
and family members to Camp Rosenthal 
, CYC’s summer residential camp located 
in Dowagiac , Michigan . Registration is 
ongoing with several camp recruitment 
activities scheduled at ABC Polk Bros., 
including a preview of camp activities, a 
Q&A session with camp staff, testimonies 
from children who spend their summers 
at Camp Rosenthal , as well as on-site 
registration.  

 The camp, located 115 miles from 
Chicago , is one of only five camps in the 
Midwest devoted exclusively to serving 
low-income children. Through camp 
activities, kids gain leadership skills, 
team-building, take on responsibilities, 
and make friends with people from all 
over Chicago . Last year, more than 
750 campers, ages 7–15, participated in 
weekend, summer resident, and family 
camping programs. Camp Rosenthal 
continues to be the summer residential 
camping destination for generations of 
North Lawndale residents and CYC hopes 
to keep it that way by making it affordable. 

 “We have a number of scholarships 
available for children with Medical Cards 
and Chicago Housing Authority residents,” 
says CYC Director of Camping Services 
Judith Stanton, “If a camper does not 
qualify, misses out on one of these first-
come-first-served scholarships, we offer 
a sliding fee scale based on the child’s 
household income.  We simply do not 
want any child to miss out on the camping 
experience because the family cannot 
afford it.”

 For more information on camp 
recruitment activities, scholarships, or to 
request a camp application please contact 
Chicago Youth Centers’ ABC Polk Bros. 
Youth Center at (773) 762-5655. 

 About Chicago Youth Centers  
Chicago Youth Centers (CYC) invests 
in kids in underserved communities 
in Chicago to help them discover and 
realize their potential. Founded in 1956, 
it is Chicago’s largest independent, 
locally based, multi-site youth services 
organization, with eight neighborhood 
centers on the south and west sides of 
Chicago and Camp Rosenthal, a summer 
residential camp in southwest Michigan. 
Programs such as Head Start, Early 
Childhood Education, Teen Leadership 
Development, College and Career 
Readiness, Mentoring, Crisis Intervention 
and Camp Rosenthal follow a continuum 
of care from youth to young adult.  

ABC Polk Bros. Youth Center Sets 
Goal to Send 200 Children to Camp
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NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

Aside from being young and 
handsome Representative Arthur Turner 
Jr. certainly has a great perspective on 
how he wants to help the 9th district 
rise to the occasion.  As a freshman 
legislator, Representative Turner admits 
that he knew how to write a bill before 
he stepped foot into the House. 

With this in mind, his inspirational 
story has the glow and linger of a 
rising star, and the encouragement 
that he brings forth is only a piece of 
the puzzle.  At the tender young age 
of 28, Art Turner Jr. happens to be 
one of the youngest African American 
Representative to hold his position, and 
based on his willingness to serve, and 
determination it doesn’t look like he’ll 
be going anywhere any time soon.

For those of you who have not 
followed politics, Representative Art 
Turner Jr. has filled the shoes of his 
father prior Representative of the 9th 
district Arthur Turner Sr. who served for 
29 years and many positive things are 
to be said about his service based upon 
the opinions of the constituents in this 
district. Representative Turner Jr. admits 
that it is quite a challenge to fill such a 
large pair of shoes, however Turner Jr. 
says “I’m enjoying every minute of it.”  
Born into the ideology of great success 
by way of service, Representative Turner 
believes that taking on the responsibility 
of a legislator is the blueprint of his 
being.  

He remembers having conversations 
over dinner with his father about what 
is needed to become a great man of 
service.  This was only the beginning 
of his understanding of what a great 
Politician does.  Being groomed for 
such a position entailed spending alot 

A Conversation With Representative Arthur Turner Jr.
Tali Bakhit

of time in Springfield 
and understanding the 
dynamics.  And after 
learning the ropes, 
Turner decided to 
speak of his interest in 
taking on the role as the 
Representative of the 
9th district just before 
he attended law school 
at Southern Illinois 
University.  

Although law 
school is not required 
for such a position, 
according to Turner, 
due to his high standards which entail 
quality results, he felt that law school 
was a significant component in the 
process of service and helping his district.  
Representative Turner says “ Law school 
definitely prepared me for what I am 
experiencing today, I just wanted to be 
prepared.” 

Representative Turner grew up on 
the West side of Chicago and attended 
Providence St. Mel high school.  Turner 
is a proud alumni of More House College 
in Atlanta Georgia.  Representative Turner 
feels that being able to come back to the 
community that he grew up in to serve 
is a very important part of his political 
process and growth, but most importantly 
understanding the needs of his community 
gives Turner a better understanding of what 
he is to bring to the table. 

 Understanding that the 9th district 
seat only comes with a two year term, 
Turner is constantly looking for new ways 
to improve the communities in which he 
serves, with North Lawndale being one of 
the largest communities.  This is the reason 
why Representative Turner has an open 

door policy and is open 
and willing to speak with 
anyone of his constituents 
in the 9th district in order 
to create a positive change.  
As a result of such hard 
work, Representative 
Turner  within his 6 month 
term as a freshman legislator has worked on 
many initiatives for his district, and is proud 
to know that he was apart of the decision 
making process of what we now know as 
the King homes on 16th street, which was 
built on the basis of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
legacy. 

After a long session of signing bills in 
Springfield with a major focus on consumer 
protection, small business development, 
foreclosures, reporting, and bank loans being 
amongst a few of the issues within the 9th 
district  that need much work,  Representative 
Turner wants the constituents of his district 
to understand “Yes, I am working for you.” 
Due to session closing season which started 
on May 31, 2011, currently Representative 

Turner is spending alot of his time in the 
9th district’s office at 3849 West Ogden 
Avenue on the West side and is very much 
looking forward to taking a hands on 
approach while he is out of session and in 
his district.  

If you are looking to set up an 
appointment with Representative Turner, 
in reference to a great idea that will lend a 
positive change to your community as a 9th 
district constituent, contact Representative 
Turner’s assistant Debra by calling 773-
277-4700 or by emailing her at debra@
reparthurturner.com to begin the initiative 
of positive change. 

Tali Bakhit and State Rep. 
Arthur Turner

Murals with such themes as “change” 
and “silence the violence, increase the 
peace” were unveiled by Neighborhood 
Housing Services of Chicago’s Art Forward 
program at a community celebration and 
barbecue on the 1500 block of S. Christiana 

nhs of ChiCago’s art forward PartnershiP Creates 
Positive imPaCt on north LawndaLe vaCant home

on June 25. The murals designed and painted 
by 100 students and community members 
at eight sites in North Lawndale, South 
Lawndale and East Garfield are being used 
to safely secure a vacant home rehabbed and 
for sale by NHS.

“This is a first for NHS.  We’ve never 
used art to create interest in one of our 
homes,” said NHS of Chicago Executive 
Director Ed Jacob in welcoming remarks. 
“These murals create a positive impact on 
this block and represent hard work and 
amazing creativity on the part of so many 
people. Thank you.”

“You’re just drawn to this beautiful 
greystone home with the colorful murals.  
No one can make our world better but us. Art 
inspires people to imagine possibilities,” 
said Haman Cross, afterschool coordinator 
of North Lawndale’s Family Focus, whose 
students spent the last several months 
learning about art, contrast and balance, 
the history of North Lawndale, and how 
to work as a team to produce murals with 
lasting neighborhood 
impact.

Several first- and 
second-graders from 
Holy Family Elementary 
School, including Labria 
Gordon, 7, Serenity 
Mayfield, 6, and Kiya 
Hoover, 6, said they 
had fun painting Family 
Focus’s “change” mural.  

“I like the bright 
colors,” said Serenity, 
carefully stroking purple 
paint on a mural section, 
while classmate Labria 

Alderman Chandler celebrates with community residents and school kids during the Art Forward 
Mural Unveiling on June 25.  The program seeks to infuse and integrate the arts into all aspects of 
community development. 

adds snowflakes to the winter section of the 
mural.  The kids said they were excited that 
their artwork would be displayed in their 
neighborhood. 

The students learned about art, 
composition, and the history of North 
Lawndale from teaching artists from the 
Art Institute of Chicago and the University 
of Illinois at Chicago.  Juiette Payne, a 
recent graduate from the UIC College of 
Architecture and the Arts, said seeing the 
kids come together was gratifying.  “They 
worked together and had fun expressing 
themselves, through art, poetry and other 
facets of the program.”

NHS’ and Family Focus’s Art Forward 
See NHS page 5
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 ALL PROGRAMS INCLUDE 2 YR. 
CERTIFICATION IN CPR ADULT, 

CHILD, INFANT

 ALL ARE WELCOME INCLUDING 
DAY CARE PROVIDERS

 PROGRAMS FROM 6 WKS TO 5 MONTHS

Grace Health 
Career Center

 
5945  W.  Madison -Chicago, IL  60644

733-287-8980

“See Me Better” program was created by Ifé 
Williams, who joined the NHS North Lawndale 
office last August as an Americorps VISTA, and 
Haman Cross, assistant project coordinator, as an 
innovative way to infuse and integrate the arts 
into community development. “With art, there is 
no right or wrong.  This has brought so many 
people and agencies together who wouldn’t 
normally collaborate,” said Williams. “This is 
just the beginning.”

Williams thanked the Art Forward partners 
and organizations who participated in the pilot 

Ifé Williams poses with community members 
with colorful murals blanketing a vacant home 
for sale by NHS of Chicago.

NHS from page 4

North Lawndale 24th Ward Alderman 
Michael Chandler poses with NHS’ Art Forward 
creator Ifé  Williams and Haman Cross, of North 
Lawndale’s Family Focus program, beside the 
“change” mural created by students at Family 
Focus.

See page 7

Lane Change: sunBeLt to shine on westside during annuaL PiCniC, Parade
A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - the1tlane@yahoo.com

Let the Sunbelt In:  Thurman (foreground) 
introduces some of the 14 flavors of Sunbelt Soft 
Drinks to committee members of the WSO at the 
Billy Goat Inn June 18.

Will Thurman prefers his carbonated 
sodas chilled cold and straight from the 
bottle.  He also shuns pop on the rocks.

“Ice takes away from the continuity,” 
explained the 57-year-old owner and 
president of Sunbelt Soft Drinks USA 
recently when he admonished a first time 
taste tester who had a bad review after 
sipping a warm drink of the beverage’s 
lemonade flavor.  Minutes earlier, 
Thurman had urged the proper test of the 
pop would be to wait until it was well 
chilled.

“I tried to get you to get it cold first,” 
said the Westside wholesaler Saturday 
(June 18) morning after bringing a few 
12-ounce bottled samples of his product 
to a meeting inside the Billy Goat Inn 
at 1535 W. Madison St. “I would never 
drink hot pop, because I know that’s not 

the best way to enjoy it.
“You need to drink it chilled cold.”
The gathering of about a dozen 

people organizing the Commissioner 
Patricia Horton 2011 Back to School 
Parade and Picnic introduced Thurman 
and Sunbelt as first-time sponsors of the 
upcoming August 27th event.

Spearheaded by the community 
service nonprofit, Westside Service 
Organization (WSO), the 22nd edition of 
the annual parade and picnic in Garfield 
Park continues to honor the late Diane 
Spence.  A founder and stalwart driving force 
of the occasion, Spence was a longtime aide 
to former 5th District Illinois state Sen. Rickey 
Hendon, who also joined the meeting last 
week and tasted some Sunbelt on ice. Horton, 
who was elected a Water Reclamation District 

See Sunbelt Backpage
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

TRANSFORMERS; DARK OF THE 
MOON (**) “Transformers: Dark of the Moon” 
is intense action filmmaker Michael Bay’s most 
aggressive and the biggest cinematic endeavor yet. A 
film that entails a cross country and sometimes global 
trekking melting pot smothered in illuminating 
CGI special effects filled with galactic and robotic 
confrontation that naturally outweighs any hint of 
personal conflicts beyond the usual threat to mankind 
and civilization.

With its ominous narrative tone in its opening 
galactic battler sequence.  It’s the last days of the 
Cyberytron war between the good Autobots and the 
evil Decepticons, 

Where a spacecraft with its secret cargo crash 
lands on the dark side of the moon (Hench, the film’s 
title) that occurs prior to the arrival of the Apollo 
11landing that begins sort of playful “Forest Gump” 
type montage of infusing actual historic images and 
lookalikes to Kennedy, Nixon and even Obama 
(from a distance on a photo awarding a medal to 
LeBeouf’s character. Some of them coming clumsily 
funny to see)

After the historic moon landing, the astronauts 
are sworn to secrecy by NASA who later confiscate 
the cargo without telling the Autobots for the usual 
bias reasons that is example  how government 
will never fully trust aliens (just like a Black U.S. 
president!)  

Shia LeBeouf returns as Sam Witwicky whose 
been dumped with no explanation by the booted-out 
Meagan Fox, But he lands on his feet, or should I 
say under the sheets sharing an apartment with new 
love interest, Carly (Rosie Huntington – Whiteley) 
a top DC executive who works for an aerodynamic 
company owned by Bruce Brazos played by an over 
tanned with ultra white teeth John Malkovich

Sam discovers during these recession times,  
Even being a two time hero doesn’t make it easy to 
find employment before his visiting parents (Kevin 
Dunn and Phyllis White) arrives. But eventually 
from the recommendation of his new girl, Sam 
accepts an entry level job from Bruce Brazos as an 
office messenger.

 Naturally, a job that is beneath his hero 
status from being the main contact person for the 
Autobots who are working with the US government 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

to protect the planet from the 
Decepticons who has formulate 
a trap that makes the Autobots 
lead them to the whereabouts of 
this government hidden, secret 
cargo in New Mexico (naturally!)  
that consists of five pillars 
that can reshape the universe 
and subsequently destroy the 
Autobots,

The rest of the film is 
just human padding between 
the special effect-laden action 
sequences. While the film runs the 
gambit of being campy ands card 
board characters.  Ken Jeong  from 
“The Hangover ‘movies plays the 

office jerk and conspiracy freak who confronts Sam  
to try to warn him in a weird restroom scene that the  
alien-bots are in his office and  have infiltrated the 
company

Frances McDormand plays the hard boiled 
bureaucrat that doesn’t want Sam’s help, but 
consiantly gets it anyway. So when Sam can’t 
get her support for what he knows, Sam seeks out 
John Turturro who reprises his eccentric role as the 
Bronx detective turned conspiracy theory author 
who enforces his arrogant charm on Mc Dormand’s 
military character’s gruff exterior.

 Meanwhile, Patrick Dempsey’s unclear role is 
the film’s human contact villain who out of necessity 
to survive; is forced to aligned with Shockwave and 
the evil Decepticons in their showdown battle with 
Optimus Prime, Bumblebee and the good Autobots 
who might have never had to go through this battle. 
If the US government would have initially told them 
about their acquisition of the secret cargo from space.

It would be too easy to call the latest 
Transformers movie a pile of junk.  Still it all comes 
down to one knowing what you’ve gotten yourself 
into by now. Even thought the story line for this film 
is a little better and more coherent than “Revenge of 
the Fallen” 

Still as expected, the story eventually becomes 
secondary to the technical wizardry that blends the 
human physicality with the special effects that leads 
to the film’s ultimate battle crescendo. This is where 
director Michael Bay always seems to creatively 
excel. 

Through a slew of aerial shots and all other 
angles that are on and above the ground, atop 
buildings, sliding down  toppling glass skyscrapers 
that turns Chicago’s magnificent mile, Lake Shore 
Drive and  other iconic buildings and landmarks into 
an apocalyptic wasteland  that still makes Chicago 
look good amidst the rubble

Clearly Chicago is what saves this movie and 
what gives “Dark of the Moon” its distinction and 
fun

Even as I found it amusing to observe how 
these galactic robotics adversaries know enough not 
to venture into Chicago’s inner city South and West 
sides. 

 I guess the filmmakers didn’t what to make 

this one too hip (or urban) to its audience beyond 
the military presence ad light color commentary 
from Epps (Tyrese Gibson) and his crew that teams 
up with Lennox (Josh Duhamel) to team up on the 
ground attack and crazy stunt work in the Chicago  
battle finale.  Still, bigger doesn’t make this movie 
better.

PG-13; 156min. A Paramount Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters

LARRY CROWNE (**1/2)   “Larry Crowne” 
is a pleasant enough dra-medy about an unpleasant 
and timely subject. What doing when you live to 
work at your job for many years. And you suddenly 
don’t have the job to live through anymore.

Tom Hanks plays the title role, a likeable 
common man who lives through his job as a retail 
manager at a big box chain store that he’s successful 
maintain since leaving the Navy. 

But when he thought he’s called in to be named 
“employee of the month Instead, Larry suddenly 
learns he’s losing his comfort zone at a critical 
time of his life. When he’s told due to “corporate 
reshifting“(downsizing) that because he never 
went to college that could have move him up in the 
company. Instead, Larry is being essentially “fired”.

 Drowning in his home  mortgage debt and 
unable to find employment in his field,  Crowne 
takes  up the  suggestion from his next door neighbor, 
Lamar (Cedric the Entertainer) and his perky wife 
(Tarjai P. Henson), former gamer show winner who 
now hold daily garage sales; to take some college 
course at  East Valley Community College. 

Where Larry signs up for a speech and 
communication class; where he slowly develops 
a  crush on his alcoholic and disillusioned teacher, 
Mercedes Tarnot (Julia Roberts) who has contempt 
for the educational system through her  low class 
enrollment and driven to drink by her unmotivated, 
porn internet surfing husband (Bryan Cranstoin)  

 Larry also takes on a class on “economical 
enlightenment” with a stern professor (George 
Takei). Where he meets and shares the class with a 
slightly irritating but helpful “free spirit”, Talia (Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw) who drafts him into her harmless 
“scooter gang” led by her watchful and concern 
boyfriend, Dell Gordo (Wilmer Valderrama). 

 He  tries to warn  while he observes how 
Talia begins to makeover  Larry into her personal 
“pet project” that begins to open  up Larry who also 
becomes a person of interest to Mercedes in need 
from her failing marriage. 

Good to see Pam Grier back on the screen. 
Even if it is an incidental secondary role as Roberts’ 
sympathetic co-worker teacher. In only his second 
directorial effort, Hanks also co-wrote the script with 
fellow actress/ writer Nia Vardalos who gain success 
a few years back with “My Big Fat Greek Wedding”  
who deliver a delightful cast of regular characters 
with small quirks in their everyday lives that seem to 
carry them through these hard times.

  In some ways, “Larry Crowne” seems like 
an odd choice for Hanks, but it connects on the 
simplicity of its characters  brought on the times as 
was the case  in his 60’s nostalgic directorial  debut 

“That Thing You Do”. 
 The climate of the era has nothing to do with  

how likeable most of the cast is . It’s the film itself 
that could have given us more than it did. But as we 
watch Larry Crowne’s personal  reinvention that 
eventually lands him a job as a short order cook at a 
diner he used to frequent that he takes  Talia and the 
scooter gang over  during their brunch ride (Scooters 
makes  economical sense over automobiles as shown  
at the gas pump for California that doesn’t much 
experience seasonal changes in their weather)

 Hanks’ Larry Crowne” is a movie full of 
optimism that without depicting what we all are 
experiencing these days. 

If we just realizes we  can get  the most out of 
what we need from  other individual contacts that 
can make a difference on ourselves and our lives. 

           Regardless to whatever else is happening 
around us. “Larry Crowne: is not an overtly special 
movie, but it works because of the Hanks and Roberts 
appeal and  the film’s likeable supporting cast.

           It sounds a bit corny but despite the 
economy problems most have. The moral of the 
film is that we have to find those connections that 
will help us rise above all sometimes to find our own 
space in life.

And leave you exiting the theatre a little calmer 
for awhile.

PG-13; 99min. A Universal Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters

BAD TEACHER (**)   There is something to 
be said for a comedy; When the lead character has 
little reason to change her ruthless and incongruous 
attitude. Only to eventually decides to switch her 
priorities around, but not so much her manipulating 
and offensive personality.

           But that is what you get mainly from 
“Bad Teacher”, an under achieving, occasionally 
raunchy farce with Cameron Diaz playing  Elizabeth 
Halsey, a  scheming gold-digger who barely does 
the minimal as a incorrigible teacher at a junior high 
school over her true intention – “to find a man to 
(financially) take care of her”

          Proclaiming to set in Illinois when its 
appears the film was shot in California; After being 
dumped for her wrongful intention by her most 
recent husband-to-be and his mother, Halsey has to 
return back to the same junior high school that just 
gave her a bon voyage to her married life    

 Where Elizabeth’s “teacher” skills mainly 
consist of showing several education themed urban 
movies like “”Stand and Deliver.”, “Dangerous 
Minds” and “Lean on Me” to babysit her classes.

Right from the start this comedy takes some 
disbelief to be allowed. Because of how this film’s 
characters contradict themselves here, I have to 
wonder Halsey’s reason for believing her future 
“sugar daddy” can be found in the poorest paid 
profession inside the education system.

And yet, Halsey believes she found the stupidest 
person to marry her within these walls of “higher 
learning”, Justin Timberlake plays Scott Delacorte, 

See Flicks page 7

Windows * Siding *  Concrete Work * Roofing & Gutters

HOOD’S CONSTRUCTION INC.
(ROB CERTIFIED) RESIDENCE/OWNED BUSINESS
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THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of 
my units have heat included and some 
have no security. 3506 W. Huron and 
2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 2133 
W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 4 
bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 
W. Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 
4 bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

APT FOR RENT Two (2)  Bedrooms, 
Living Room/Dining Room Newly 
Remodeled Kitchen and Bathroom 
Enclosed Backporch, Heat Included 
Location: Cermak and Keeler (1st FL), 
Chicago, IL Rental Fee: $800.00 Plus 
one month security deposit For more 
information call 815-577-0773

Urban Art Retreat at 1957 S. Spaulding 
offers free programs onsite including- 
Women's Residence, Adult Art Studio, 
Group Discussions,  Art Gallery receptions, 
Children's Program, volunteer opportunities; 
&  subcontracts to provide Therapeutic Art 
Program for other organizations.  UAR offers 
services for artists & non-artists. Visitors 
Day is Saturdays from 11-3 p.m. Currently 
compiling a list of adults and teens who want  
paid apprenticeships. Check out the website!   
www.urbanartretreat.com 

ART PROGRAMS

2 ROOMS FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th 
& Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call 
(773) 885-0968

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

HELP WANTED

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. 
Homan $350/month. Utilities 
includedl Men preferred. (773) 
557-9421

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1250 Call 
(773) 505-3642

ROOMS FOR
RENT

Woman for live-in position in 
Wisconsin. Cleaning, cooking and 
helping with personal affairs, all 
expenses paid including food and 
lodging, call  920-206-1654

APT FOR RENT - 2 flat 2 bdrm - 
1st floor apt in Austin area, hardwood 
floors in living rm, dining rm and 
bdrms, ceramic floor in kitchen and 
bath, new kitchen cabinets, new 
counter top and double stainless steel 
sink, enclosed back porch, near green 
line, 1 mo rent + security, call 708-
539-1730 or 773-627-7650

With no bank financing !!! Reasononable down payment and a monthly payment 
of $1000 will get you today in todays beautiful four bdrm and 2 bathrm home 
in a great quiet block in the heart of North Lawndale area. Call Esther today at 
773 934-3706, Features great kitchen with granite counter top, 42 inch kitchen 
cabinet beautiful custom tiles and stainless steel appliances, spacious master 
bdrom, two beautiful bathroom with custom vanities, tiles, and fixtures, a well 
manicured backyard, and very close to shopping malls, walking distance to pink 
line and very close to downtown and Interstate 290 call Esther at 773 534-3706. 

You can own this home today!!!

Great Home For Sale!!!
BEAUTIFUL 1ST FLR APT w/ 
large basement attached. Hardwood 
floors, Modern Fixtures, Dish Washer. 
3 bedrooms/2 ba. Washer & Dryer. Or 
2 bedroom w hardwood floors, Modern 
fixtures & Dishwasher.  Available Aug 1.  
(773) 814-6896

Flicks from page 6

Family Focus after-school participants Serenity Mayfield, 6 and 
Kiya Hoover, 6, work on the mural with help from Ifé Williams and 
Haman Cross.  Art Forward is a collaborative program of NHS and 
Family Focus

phase of the program.  Partners 
included Family Focus, 180º 
Properties, who donated the 
boards for the murals and installed 
the murals, and LAN 67 Action 
team, a collaboration of faith-
based organizations and nonprofits 
from the west side.

This year, Art Forward was 
piloted at several sites including 
Family Focus, Lawndale 
Center After-School Program, 
North Lawndale College Prep/
Lawndale Christian Development 
Corporation, Lena Washington 
Food and Shelter, and Urban 
Art Retreat in North Lawndale; 
SER Central States Poder 
Program/Corkery Elementary 
in South Lawndale; and Beidler 
Elementary, Breakthrough Urban

Ministries, Marshall High 
School and Melody Elementary 
in East Garfield.  Next year, 
15 communities, including 

NHS from page 5

APT FOR RENT 1 BEDROOM. secure 
building 1501 S. Kilbourn, appliances 
included cooking gas and heat, sec 8 
welcome $650 per month call 773-522-
4024

a dreamy looking, but dim witted, newly 
hired substitute teacher whose family has 
money. 

Scott is also fresh from being 
recently dumped that Elizabeth locks 
onto. Even though it’s apparent Scott is 
better suitable for the ever perky passively 
aggressive fellow teacher, Amy Squirrel 
(Lucy Punch) who becomes Elizabeth’s 
adversary to humiliate to get Scott.

 While Elizabeth ignores her own 
compatibility from a persistent gym 
teacher. Russell Gettis (Jason Siegel) who 
shares her passion for sarcasm humor and 
pot smoking. 

 Instead, Elizabeth notices a photo 
of Scott’s ex-love and the size of her 
“jugs”. So Elizabeth begins her quest to 
raised m10g”s for a “boob enlargement” 
surgery

Out of the loop is a timid and pure 
minded teacher, Lynn Davies (Phyllis 
Smith) trying to make a friend out of 
Elizabeth who stumbles onto information 
on Amy to best herself and raise her quota 
for her planned surgery. 

From being sexual provocative 
during the school car wash; stealing 
the “Annie” wig from the school play. 
Elizabeth seducing the exam instructor 
to gain the answers on the scholastic 
test with a $5,000 bonus to the winning 
teacher that Amy ( of course!) usually 
wins.

When Any finally becomes 
suspicious and fights back, Halsey 
creates the embezzlement scheme she did 
on Amy But when Scott shows himself 
to be sexually inept and Elizabeth finds 
herself offering advice that reflects her 
for a  student’s own attempts to gain 
the attention of a  female classmate’s 
affection . 

Eventually, Elizabeth begins to act 
like a real teacher and begins to notice the 
gym teacher. “Bad Teacher” is a comedy 
that suffers from settling its own bar too 
low.

Uncharacteristic, the film also 
lacks enough student participation in its 
sub plot moments. Diaz might want to 
a variation on “Bad Santa” but director 
Jake Kasdan doesn’t pull enough 
out of her performance to offer that 
resemblance. While the movie might 
have been funnier and darker if it were 
more like “Bad Santa” than it was.   But 
the script settled more on “The Office” 
type characterization and its working 
environment and relationship and 
conflicts between the co-workers.

 “Bad Teacher” is a film that works 
to be different but has difficulty obtaining 
its balance.  Therefore, we only get some 
of what this movie was intending to be, 
But it  doesn’t make the grade because 
like some real life students and teachers, 
it doesn’t apply itself well enough to their 
circumstances.

R; 93min. A  Columbia Pictures 
Release - presented at selected theaters

Black & White Prints - 10 cents each
 Black & White Copies - 10 cents Each 

Color Prints - 35 cents each
Color Copies - 35 cents Each copies

Bulk Rate Discounts Available
CALL 312 492-9090

Englewood and Back of the Yards, 
have expressed interested in the 
program.

Breakthrough Urban 
Ministry’s volunteer artist 
Elizabeth Hemphill was proud 
to participate in Art Forward.  
“These murals capture the heart of 
Chicago.  Look at the beauty this 
is bringing to North Lawndale,” 
she said.  “Hopefully this will 
attract a person who needs a good 
home. We want to get homes to 
people who care about their block 
and neighborhood. That comes 
from the heart.”

The NHS Redevelopment 
Corporation has affordable homes 
for sale and rent, including the 
home where the murals are 
displayed at 1528 S. Christiana.  
For more information, call Rhonda 
Prichett at 773-341-3177, or visit 
www.nhschicago.org
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

commissioner in Feb., also briefly visited the group to pledge 
support.

Speaking with the authority of a businessman who has 
made and marketed his own brand of products throughout 
the Midwest for more than 24 years, Thurman also 
expressed his gratitude for the opportunity to contribute 
to the yearly effort to encourage education among the 
children on the Westside. Still, the entrepreneur in him also 
readily admitted Sunbelt’s sponsorship participation is as 
much about business as benevolence, calling the daylong 
festivities “an excellent opportunity to land our brand” 
among the thousands of potential customers expected to 
attend.

“We are committed to helping shape what’s going 
on and giving back to the community,” said Thurman, a 
lifelong bachelor and father of a 28-year-old son.  Citing 
his love for children, the elder Thurman also currently 
sponsors the care of two youngsters at the famed St. Jude 
Children Research Hospital in Memphis, TN.

The former school administrator added he intends 
Sunbelt’s involvement in the back to school festivities in 
August to “set in motion a future long-time relationship” 
with the event and its organizers. This year’s parade will 
also include the combined participation of celebrants 
representing the Westside’s 24th and 28th wards.

“We are always looking to work with people who are 
bringing our community together,” Thurman said.

With an office headquarters at his home at 5420 W. Van 
Buren St., Sunbelt Soft Drinks USA also has warehouse 
operations at 6548 S. Cottage Grove Ave. and employs 
more than 200 people in marketing and sales throughout 
the Midwest and Southeastern United States. Wholly 
owned by Thurman, the company distributes “between 
150 and 200 thousand,” 24-count cases of 12-oz bottled 
soft drinks each year to generate more than $50 million 

in annual sales, according to the Manta small business 
information website.

With Southeast regional offices scheduled to open 
in Greenwood, MS and Jackson, MS next month, 
Sunbelt will expand its reach 24 cities throughout 
the Gulf Coast Region. Sales offices also operate in 
Memphis and Chattanooga, TN; New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge, LA; in Houston, TX and in Florida, 
including Miami, Orlando and Daytona Beach.

In addition to McArthur’s restaurant on the 
Westside, Thurman said the 14 flavors of Sunbelt Soft 
Drinks are available at “all the major convenience 
stores” there and throughout Chicago and Northwest 
Indiana.  Other Midwest markets include Cincinnati 
and Cleveland, OH; Detroit, MI; Gary and Indianapolis, 
IN and Milwaukee, where Thurman first got involved 
in the beverage distribution business in 1979, as a 
supplier of Welch’s brand products.

Following a stint as Dean of Students at the North 
School for Boys in Milwaukee after he’d earned a 
B.A. in Business degree from Jackson State University 
in 1977, Thurman said he became “intrigued by the 
distribution concept” when he made friends with a 
business development manager at PepsiCo Milwaukee.  
By 1981, Thurman said, he became distributor for 
Welch’s until that company changed hands in 1986, 
creating the opportunity and impetus for him to launch 
his own brand.

“I had formulated my own flavors by early 1987,” 
he said. “I was ready to go.”

“We are proud to have Sunbelt Soft Drinks join 
our party,” WSO 2011 Picnic and Parade Director, Dr. 
Earnest L. “Doc” Thomas said. “And we welcome 
their contribution to our efforts to promote school and 
education among our children on the Westside and all 
over Chicago.”

Sunbelt from page 5


