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Celebrating hours upon 
the heels of a gubernatorial 
proclamation declaring June 19th 
as Juneteenth Day in Illinois, 
thousands of black Westside 
Chicagoans from the Garfield 

Day of Solidarity, Unification Mark Juneteenth Festival in Garfield Park
Parades, Salute to Fallen Troops Highlight Westside Party

Travles R. Lane

Park, Austin and North Lawndale 
neighborhoods marched to Garfield 
Park last Saturday(June 18) for a 
day of black unity at the West Side 
Historical Society’s Juneteenth 
Festival. The party highlighted 

six days of festival activities from 
June 16 through the 20th.

Touted as the oldest known 
American celebration marking the 
end of slavery in the United States, 
according to the website http://

www.juneteenth.com, Juneteenth 
remembers the day when slaves in 
Galveston, Texas learned the news 
of the Emancipation Proclamation 
more than two years after the fact 
and nearly three months after 

General Robert E. Lee’s surrender 
at Appomattox ended the U.S. 
Civil War.

Now growing popular 
nationwide from its origins in 

 High Cost of Freedom:  Paired combats boots serve as somber 
reminders of the ultimate price some have paid.Opened for Business: Vendors line the driveway to the soundstage 

with a variety of goods and trinkets.
Throwing Down:  Westside rapper, Kito, gets the crowd into a 
groove while spitting family-friendly lyrics. 

See Juneteenth page 3

On June 16, 2011 eight 
students and three chaperone’s 
traveled to downtown Chicago to 
see how television news is created 
and operated.  Crane Technical 
high school’s ninth graders 
Alvetta Moore and Natae Reese 
asked questions and took pictures 
while 12th grader Ricky Fisher 
sat back and observed the scene 
in order to figure out if Journalism 
was really for him.  The group of 
elementary students from Bethune 
School of Excellence Mona Lee, 

students oF the north LawndaLe 
Community news JournaLism CLass 

visit aBC 7 news in downtown 
ChiCago

Kayra Macon, Brenisha Edwards, 
Zariah Edwards, and Marquita 
Morris, were just excited to know 
that they were actually on the 
set of a real live newscast and 
the overwhelming surprise of 
talking face to face with Cheryl 
Burton and Evelyn Holmes made 
them a little apprehensive to ask 
questions.  

But the most important 
part about the visit was that the 
responses given to the Journalism 

Natae Reese, Evelyn Holmes, Tali Bahkit, Marquita Morris, Diana Palomar, 
Kayra Macon, Mona Lee.

See ABC7 page 3

Fathers day CeLeBrated in dougLas 
park with men’s day BreakFast

Albert Harris (white t-shirt with pan of turkey sausages) had the idea to call up 
a few friends to have a breakfast in the park on Fathers Day. The news rapidly 
spread and gave birth to an annual event in its 2nd year. Men who grew up in 
the area of Douglas Park near Roosevelt Rd. Women also, were present helping 
serve hash browns, scrambled eggs, turkey sausage and bacon, and biscuits.

Coming to the park early in the morning for breakfast to a peaceful scene of 
male comradery among longtime friends was a sober experience where area 
residents gradually came to enjoy food and friendship
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, Tamiko Bowie, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from 
our community, advertisers, 
and readers. The North 
Lawndale Community News 
was started with a grant from 
the North Lawndale Small 
Grants Initiative now known 
as the Small Grants Human 
Development Corporation, and 
the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification 
Council is a third party agency 

that audits and verifies our 
circulation which is currently at 

15,000 issues per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date July 21, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

CEDA/LIHEAP has ended. 
Only Program Available is 
Hardship through Comed 

that will assist with Electric 
Bills. For more information 

Call 312/492-9090.

TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED!!!

City & State Licensed Staff

CEILNG FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells
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the South, the message of freedom and 
black solidarity symbolized by Juneteenth 
engulfed the Westside last weekend with 
twin marches from the east and west on 
Madison Street coalescing upon a fest of 
food, family fun and entertainment and a 
solemn reminder of freedom’s cost. The 
meeting parades “basically symbolized 
the reunification of the African American 
family,” said Westside Historical Society 
President Rickie P. Brown Sr.

The festival included a somber display 
of 230 pairs of combat boots in formation 
in memory of American servicemen who 
have lost their lives in the current wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.  Festival attendees 
also had the opportunity to shop at the 
temporary bazaar of vendors hawking 
a variety of African-themed and other 
products and souvenirs.

“What we’re trying to do is bring some 
camaraderie between Austin, Lawndale and 
Garfield, which are the largest population of 
African Americans in the city of Chicago,” 
said Brown as a Westside rapper entertained 
the crowd.

Brown added the society organized 
the event as an annual occasion when 
all Westsiders can come together and 
celebrate as a unified black community 
and develop a spirit of working together 
to find “constructive” solutions to the 
myriad of problems plaguing each of their 
neighborhoods. Then maybe “they can turn 
around, and there will be some peace in our 
community.”

The Westside Historical Society is also 
committed to a major effort to eventually 
build a “DuSable Museum on the Westside,” 
he said. 

Juneteenth from front page

Coaches by the group of youth after the visit which gave Journalism 
Coach’s Nicholas Short and Talibah Bakhit a better perspective as to 
which youth are looking to take on the role and responsibilities of a 
true Journalist by way of changing their community with resourceful 
information.   The full tour was given by Diana Palomar who is 
Executive Director of Community Relations, the liaison between the 
station and the community and Palomar even gave the youth a little 
taste of what it is that she does for the station, however it seemed like 
the youth were more interested in the Anchor positions.

  After hearing an interview response from Sports Anchor, Jim Rose 
in reference to the step by step process that he took in order to land his 
position at ABC news, many students were drawn back and surprised 
to know that Rose started in the military as a broadcaster, and shifted 
his way into his currently position as Sports Anchor at ABC 7.  Alvetta 
Moore asked Jim Rose how he got his job and Rose responded by saying 
“It took alot of hard work, I started out when I was 19 years old in the 
army back in 1972, and I became a broadcaster in the military.”  Frighten 
by his words, 9th grader Alvetta Moore pulled me aside and said that 
she doesn’t believe that Journalism is the profession that she wants to 
pursuit, she is looking to move into the medical field.  Surprised by the 
feed back from Mr. Rose, many of the students believed that the only 
way that one could become a Journalist, is by joining the military, and 

ABC7 from front page

Comparing Homewood, IL and Chicago’s 
North Lawndale community is like comparing 
a 2011 bentley fresh from the factory to a 
‘67 Cadalliac Eldorado sitting in a used lot 
in desperate need of repairs. While a bentley 
is a luxury car with all the bells and whistles 
that wealth and status can afford, a used ‘67 
Cadalliac Eldorado can be transformed into 
a stunning show piece. With a little passion, 
financial backing, and proper education North 
Lawndale will become a vehicle of positive 
change, that drives Lawndale residents into 
economic prosperity, put the brakes on poverty, 
and run over an exasperating drug problem.

“They have to get the drugs out of the 
area before they can do anything else,” says 
life time North Lawndale resident and mother 
of two Phyllis McDaniel.” They are building 
more housing and making it more expensive 
that’s all I see. Money is made but not in the 
right way and it spreads evil and hatred, which 
lead to killings. We need better education and 
less drugs.” McDaniels, a Manley high school 
graduate fervently expressed her concern for 
the future of the neighborhood. Homewood, IL, 
a small South Suburban township of Chicago, 
IL maybe the next example on revitalizing the 
Lawndale community. Homewood, “A region 
known as an industrial zone...has grown into 
a vibrant service-oriented marketplace that 
features a diverese mix of established locally 
owned businesses and numerous big-box 
retailers that have recently set up shop,” says 
the 2008-2010 Homewood Area Community 
Guide. 

Village Trustee and Homewood resident 
Lisa Purcell says, “ Homewood reminds me 
a lot of the way Lansing was when I grew 
up. Homewood says it all right in its name 
“HOMEwood”. We have such a close knit 
community from end to end. Neighbors know 
and watch out for each other, we have block 
parties and get togethers, we watch each other’s 
kids while we run to the store etc. Homewood 
residents greatly value education and have 
high expectations from our schools. We have 
a “tradition of academic excellence” and a 
very supportive community.” Lisa, Owner & 
director of Independent Days Adult & Senior 
Care Center (a high quality activity program 
for people with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
forms of dementia) has been committed to 
seeing that Homewood has a prosperus future.
Like the Lawndale community, Homewood 
started as an industrial community that was 
built from the hardwork and labor of early 
settlers and immigrants. Unlike the Lawndale 
community, Homewood prospered much 
after WWII a troubled time for all African 
Americans, espcially following the death of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. A death that broke the spirit 
of many African American commmunities, and 
caused wide spread chaos all across Lawndale.

WIth half the neighborhood burned down 
and the lost of many industrial jobs caused 
the beginning of 50 years of economic and 
sociopolitical troubles. Meanwhile, Homewood 
recieved an influx of people from the city 
looking for a turmoil free neighborhood. These 
same people who once lived in neighborhood’s 
like Lawndale, were able to successfully 
transition the town into a new age, while still 
maintaining it’s, “...small-town character 
discovered in the quiet neighborhoods.” 

This is not to insinuate that North Lawndale 
is not a neighborhood in transition. In fact, there 
are more than 300 non-profit organizations that 
have contributed to the revitalization of the 
Lawndale community. As a community still 
healing from history’s mistakes and severe 
economic disinvestment, it continues to rise 
from the ashes and soot of yesteryear becoming 
a place noted for its culture, history, beauty 
and potential for economic and architectural 
growth. Although the growth and changes 
in the area have been slow they have made a 
significant difference to the spirit and the pride 
of the residents. 

As the number of charter schools and 
graduating high school students continues to 
grow, so does the hope for a better future for 

lawdale residents who live below the poverty. 
“If you don’t have good schools, people do not 
want to live there. If people don’t live there, they 
don’t spend money in town, and the schools are 
directly affected by property and sales taxes. 
If there’s no money, there’s no good school...” 
insists Lisa.

According to the University of Illionois 
at Chicago Neighborhood Initiative website, 
“34.6% of residents between 18 and 24 years of 
age lack a high school diploma or GED. Many 
unemployed residents lack the basic skills 
and qualifications to secure livable wage jobs, 
especially those who attended Chicago public 
schools. Many North Lawndale residents are 
employed in repetitive, low-wage jobs that 
have almost no room for learning or growth 
and extremely limited earning potential.”  As a 

result the organizations like Lawndale Christian 
Development Corporation (LCDC) has brought 
more than $32 million in redevelopment projects 
to North Lawndale including, infrastructure 
improvements, a childcare facility, technology 
center for young people and adults,within the 
past 12 years.

With magnificient greystone buildings 
boarded up carelessly and 50 years of 
deteriorating store fronts, and public policy 
bent on keeping the status quo, its hard to 
imagine North Lawndale as a place that 
people can  flock to for shopping, dining, and 
entertainment, a better quality of life but “By 
dedicating time, money, and skills...” and a 
partnership with local residents and institutions 
the citizens will continue to build and enhance 
the North Lawndale community”. 

A Little Homewood in Lawndale
Elle Renee Sorrell

(Photo courtesy of LISC Chicago website www.newcommunities.org)

North Lawndale News Journalism students visiting the newsmakers at the ABC7 
Newsroom. Diana Palomar, Executive Director of Community Relations speaking 
to the young journalists about the newsmaker positions and stating that Chicago is 
the 3rd largest news market and stating the years of experience needed by potential 
staff at smaller news outlets before even being considered for employment at ABC7 
which is the number one news station in the Chicago market.

See ABC7 page 7
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NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

My daddy, the late William Watson, 
taught me most of all that all fathers, even 
the absent ones, play a defining role in 
the lives of their children.  It is up to the 
father whether that role is a rewarding or 
regrettable one.

A model that inspires praise or pain.
And when I think of my late father on 

Father’s Day, I thank him for the father I 
have always tried to be to my own four sons.

I thank him because in him I recognized 
the father I could never be, and I thank him 
for teaching me that I would have to become 
the father to my boys that I wish he had been 
for me—I would have to be there for my 
children.

 Because although my dad lived 

LANE CHANGE: Even a Bad Father Leaves Legacy To Help Son Become a Better Dad
A Commentary by Travles R. Lane - the1tlane@yahoo.com

only a short walk away 
from my home in Shaw, 
MS and I saw him nearly 
every day, he never 
showed an interest in 
being there for me. Or 
taught me anything 
about the possibilities 
and the pains that my 
own future manhood 
would bring.

Still, I can 
genuinely say I loved 
my dad and appreciated 
him.

And after rearing 
three adult sons, 

acquiring two daughters-in-law and seven 
grandchildren and continuing to raise an 
11-year-old son still in my home, I can 
truly thank my daddy for giving me the 
motivation to withstand any challenge to 
my desire to be a key factor in developing 
the legacy of fatherhood I continue to hope 
to leave to them.

 Now, do not get me wrong. I have 
not been a perfect dad, and neither did I 
produce perfect men by the time my elder 
sons reached maturity. In that regard, they 
were no better or worse than their peers, 
I think. But they were armed with the 
knowledge I had acquired over the course 
of my own life. The knowledge and life 
lessons I had taken great pain and grief to 
acquire by trial and error, often required me 
to sometimes deliver some pretty good pain 
unto them to teach to them.

But I was determined to prepare them 
for their own life lessons , hopefully without 
accumulating the numerous mistakes and 
scars that are the tuition for such a hard-
knock education. By being there, I could at 
least warn them as they grew up.

Now, whether my teaching and training 
accorded my sons a head start in life or not 
may be debatable. Except for the youngest, 
they are all doing their own things with their 
own families in different states. They are 
also probably, like their dad, still making 
their own share of mistakes.

However, what cannot be debated for 
me is my knowing that the men God blessed 
me to make of them as they are today, never 
had to miss their father as children. 

Because no matter whatever else he can 
or cannot do for them, the greatest thing a 
father can give his child(ren) is his presence. 
And the best gift he can give himself is the 
peace of mind that comes with his never 
having to regret not being there for them.

Nothing else really matters after that. 
Positive Police Contact:
 I witnessed a highly unusual 

scene—in my neighborhood anyway—last 
weekend as I returned home from a meeting 
about encouraging school and education 
among the Westside’s children.

 About a block from my building 
on W. West End Ave., I observed a Chicago 
Police Department Tahoe cruiser stopped 
in the middle of the street near the local 
McDonald’s with a group of elementary-
aged youngsters surrounding the passenger 
side. It seemed the officers inside were 

patiently answering questions from the 
group as the usual indifferent actions of the 
adult civilians in the area continued around 
them.

I was so taken by the scene that I 
immediately whipped out my camera to 
record the moment for posterity and to 
present it here. This picture said so much to 
me about how much more positive the police 
presence would be in our neighborhoods if 
more cops would take the time to engage 
our young people before they are someday 
chasing or shooting at them.

Because I wonder exactly how much 
more safer and serene our part of town could 
or would be if the children in even the worst 
parts of our community grew up seeing 
policemen and policewomen as familiar 
faces they can trust and talk to instead of as 
heavily armed, uniformed menaces who are 
best to avoid and distrust.

Maybe then, the cops at the top in 
this city and communities of color around 
this nation could finally begin to grasp the 
concept of actually serving and protecting 
minority neighborhoods too, rather than 
invading and raiding them.

And perhaps also they would open their 
mindset to the reality that if the police spent 
more time talking to and building positive 
images of themselves with the children in 
neighborhoods like mine, they may in turn 
have to spend less time running behind these 
same children someday, or killing them—or 
getting killed by them.

Just saying.

Positive Police Presence:  More cops talking to 
children may keep them from jailing or killing 
them.
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Windows * Siding *  Concrete Work * Roofing & Gutters

HOOD’S CONSTRUCTION INC.
(ROB CERTIFIED) RESIDENCE/OWNED BUSINESS

Giving up aren’t words that fit 
into the vocabulary of Camelita Earls, 
who is a community leader in the 28th 
Ward of Chicago’s West side.  With 
determination and diligence, Earls has 
decided to take her case to the Illinois 
Supreme Court, and doesn’t plan on 
backing down from a case in which 
she feels has defamed her reputation.  
Earls was a candidate running for the 
28th Wards Alderman seat and was 
pulled from the ballot by Circuit Court 
Judge Aurelia Pucinski, on February 
the 18th, 2011 just 4 days before the 
early vote. This surprise arrived after 
several court dates of fighting to stay 
in the race based on accusations of 
Earls having more then one home under 
tax exemption status and owing the 
city money due to this claim.  But the 
accusations don’t end there, because 
according to Earls she has been charged 
unjustly for much more than just owing the 
city money.  Earls feels that she didn’t break 
any laws which could have excluded her 
candidacy in the Aldermanic race and this 
is what the fight is all about.  It has been 
an uphill battle between current Alderman 
Jason Ervin and Camelita Earls during the 
Aldermanic race and the battle still holds 
precedence according to Earls because she 
feels that this battle is not about her, but it 
is about cleaning up “Dirty Politics.”  Earls 
says “I and everyone else in my Ward are 
tired of the same old business as usual and I 
am here to put and end to political games.”

Earls claims that she has been to court 
on a number of occasions due to the political 
games that Ervin’s team have put together 
and has spent well over $89,000 to prove her 
innocence.  She says “I was charged with 
22 criminal offenses, and accused of not 
being an American citizen, I’ve been given 
tickets in front of my own door with claims 
of not having a city sticker, and while in the 
supermarket an elderly women accused me 
of being the women who has stolen money 

from the city, this is defamation.”   
Earls promises that she will prove to 

be innocent and it all begins with a visit 
to the Department of Revenue on the 17th 
of November 2010.  On this very day, 
Earls went to the department of Revenue 
in order for them to do a report on her to 
make sure that she did not owe the city 
of Chicago any money because, in order 
become apart of the Aldermanic race, one 
is not able to have any owed debt to the city 
of Chicago.  After having that report ran, 
it was to Earls understanding that she did 
not owe the city of Chicago anything, her 
name was clear based on a letter that she 
received from the Department of Revenue.  
However, on December 13, 2010 she 
received a letter from the Tax Assessors 
office dated December 6, 2010 saying that 
she owed the city $4,500.  On December 
14, 2010 Earls husband went to the Tax 
Assessors office with the letter in order to 
pay the amount which was indicated in the 
letter.  However Earls wants to make clear 
that she never received an actual bill from 
the Tax Assessors office/the Department 

of Revenue, only the letter that was 
written to her dated December 6, 2010.  
Earls is disappointed at the fact that 
the itemization that were sent to her by 
way of the Tax Assessors office were 
calculated by her opponent/defendant 
in a legal battle Jason Ervin, who Earls 
says, claims to be a CPA.  Earls says 
“I have transcripts with Ervin lying 
under oath saying that he is a CPA, 
and that  the numbers calculated are 
those in which he calculated .”  Earls 
adds, “As of November 17, 2010 I 
owed the city nothing, this is why I 
have won all of my court cases thus 
far, this is just something that Ed 
Smith has put together in order to 
save the Aldermanic  seat.”  Ed Smith 
is the prior Alderman and current 
Committeeman in the 28th Ward who 

has mentored Ervin’s political career.  Earls 
reveals,  “This is the reason why I await the 
Supreme Courts ruling, I want them to know 
that this is something that Ed Smith has put 
together in order to save the Aldermanic 
seat for Jason Ervin.”            

Earls is $89,000 in this battle and has 
taken out loans in order to take this case to 
the Supreme Court and is looking for the 
support of her fellow constituents in order 
to clean up what she believes is “Dirty 
Politics.” Earls says that she will not turn 
her back on this one, “I will go toe to toe 
with Ed Smith, and Jason Ervin, in order to 
clean up my Ward.” 

If you are looking to help Carmelita 
Earls in her fight to to clean up the 28th 
Ward log on to www.change28.org

Camerlita Earls is asking that 10,000 
people in her Ward donate to her cause.  
Her request is that working constituents 
donate $28 and non-working constituents 
donate $2.  Contact Carmelita Earls to find 
out more information about her events at 
Wallace’s Catfish Corner and her Unity 
prayer meetings throughout the 28th Ward 
to help heal the community.    

STILL THE BATTLE IS NOT OVER
Carmelite Earls Awaits The Illinois Supreme Court Ruling 

Carmelite Earls

From the South Side high school 
saxophone quartet softly pushing a 
soothing, silky smooth jazz sound 
throughout the lobby to the 10 scholarship 
winning youngsters feted onstage, the 
N’digo Foundation Gala 2011 last Sunday 
(Jun. 19) evening at the Chicago Symphony 
Center was more about the children than “A 
Tribute to Men,” that it was billed to be.

Ostensibly held as a Father’s Day 
fest to honor six outstanding African 
American men with Windy City roots, the 
tribute drew more than 1,200 guests to 
the auditorium of the center’s Melk Main 
Floor for the 16th edition of the annual 
black-tie affair that yearly draws a veritable 
who’s who of Chicago’s black upper crust 
society among the predominately African 
American audience. The yearly event also 
raises scholarship funds for area youth.

Beginning smartly at 6 p.m., the four-
hour program also included a spirited, 
energetic and downright exhausting show 
by legendary R&B music mogul Kenny 
“Babyface Edmonds, who was later joined 
onstage by his brother Kevon. 

A dinner and dance reception followed 
the program in the upper chamber of the 
center and lasted well into the night.

The smooth, yet vibrant, soulful 
and fully entertaining music set included 
a bouquet of Babyface staples such as 
“Every Time I Close My Eyes” and “Whip 
Appeal.” Many of the songs were especially 
memorable for the women in the crowd, 
many of whom had come specifically to see 
and hear the iconic crooner of the 80’s and 
90’s. And he did not disappoint, burning 
through heart pounder after heart pounder 
that got some of the ladies up and jamming 
in aisles in their evening gowns. At one 
point, following a prolonged display of his 
dancing spirit, Edmonds stopped, gasped 
and told his fans, “I am tired as hell guys.”

But, after admitting that at 53, he 
was now “Babyface, not Baby Body,” he 
took a breather playing the guitar before 
continuing his rambunctious, Energizer 
Bunny-like performance to the ultimate 
satisfaction and delight of an appreciative 
audience. One lucky female fan enjoyed 
the experience of having Babyface sat in 
her lap for a personal serenade as he and 
Kevon descended the stage and joined the 
audience near the end of the set.

Before Edmonds made his highly 
anticipated entrance following a brief 
interlude, Gala honorees Lester Coney, Rev. 
Charles Jenkins, Charles Thomas, Runako 
Jahi, Dr. Conrad Worrill and Dr. Michael 
R. Franklin received N’Digo Foundation 
Awards for outstanding achievements and 
“contributions to society” in their respective 
professional fields.

n’digo Foundation gaLa 
2011 honors 6 in Father’s 

day triBute
Travles R. Lane

Emceed by N’Digo 
magapaper publisher 
and foundation founder 
Hermene Hartman and 
retired former WMAQ-
Channel 5 television 
news anchor Art 
Norman, the program 
began with a video feed 

from Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, the 
gala chairman who was attending National 
Conference of Mayors in Baltimore, MD.

The parade of  distinguished men 
then began with Coney, an Executive Vice 
President at the high-powered Mesirow 
Financial investment firm, receiving the 
Foundation’s N’Corporate Award for his 
achievements in “nurturing new business 
opportunities” in finance and politics.  He 

See N’Digo Backpage

Top l-r:N’Cultural 
Honoree Runako Jahi, 
N’Education Honoree 

Michael Franklin, 
N’Corporate Honoree 
Lester Coney Bottom 

l-r:N’Religious Honoree 
Charles Lewis, N’Media 
Honoree Charles Thomas 

and  N’Community 
Honoree Conrad Worrill
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BC CLEANERS
312.226.0558

528 S. Western Ave   Chicago, IL 60612
Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm Sat. 8am - 6pm

www.bcdrycleaners.com

Cleaning & Alterations
Wedding Dresses
We Make Designer Dresses
Designer From Ecuador

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

Shoe Repair
Resonable Pricing

Best Cleaning Service
Great Customer Service
Satisfaction Guaranteed

REJOICE AND SHOUT (***1/2)  So you 
think you know everything there is about African 
American gospel music? Filmmaker Don McGlynn’s 
illuminating documentary, “Rejoice and Shout” is a 
fascinating celebration and a cinematic testimony of 
a true American art form from the cotton fields to 
urban hip hop.
    From the opening scene of the littlest girl member of 
the Selvy Family Singers who delivers a thunderous 
rendition of “Amazing Grace” that is decades from 
her youth. This sets the stage for what you think you 
know and heard about gospel music.
         Most people might think gospel began with 
Mahalia Jackson Thomas A Dorsey, the Dixie 
Hummingbirds, the Soul Stirrers (whose early 
member was Sam Cooke), The Staple Singers, Clara 
Ward and many others that I personally grew up 
watching on that are prominently featured here.
   But there were many other unsung musical heroes 
during and before them that pioneered the music 
with their own distinction that are also featured 
in vintage clips and discussed in present time by 
Smokey Robinson who admits he didn’t understand 
the impact of the Holy Ghost as a child, but he 
learned as an adult. 
        The late Ira Tucker, the last member of the Dixie 
Hummingbirds, and Willa Ward, the baby sister in 
the group Clara Ward and the Ward Sisters discusses 
the early development of gospel through little known 
groups and singers. With Mavis Staples commenting 
through the 1960’s and the Civil Rights movement 
that her father Roebuck “Pops” Staples turned their 
gospel into folksy “Freedom songs inspired from 
meeting Dr. King and singer Bob Dylan; and Andrae 
Crouch who leads into the old and new mixture in 
the 70’s and 80’s.
         Starting from plantation music during slavery, 
“Rejoice and Shout” begins to rundown gospel’s 200 
year history with littler known groups and acts shown 
in amazing clips like the Dinwiddie Colored Quintet, 
who were first blacks to record gospel music in 1902.           
Backed by cliff note-type comments and information 
about each act and their contributions from historians 
and radio DJ’s and singers “Rejoice and Shout” 
delivers an educational awakening on the viewer.
  Lots of stories and history are well woven 
throughout this film. Such as Mahalia Jackson who 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz. Film critic

wanted to sing the blues like Bessie Smith. But 
Mahalia’s self consciousness about her religious 
background wouldn’t allow for that.
    Clara Ward and her sisters were forced into gospel 
by their domineering singer mother Gertrude who 
used her L.A. connections to keep her daughters in 
gospel music. Willa Ward once recorded a rhythm 
and blues record that her mother made sure didn’t get 
any radio airplay.
    There are many musical gems found here that 
showcase the individual and collective talents that 
help   shape gospel music that grew from hymns to 
four part Barber shop like harmony to contemporary.
          Such acts like the Golden Gate Jubilee Quintet 
used their voices like instruments that had strong 
black and white fans and had a radio broadcast 
on CBS. The quintet was the first gospel act to be 
invited to the White House to perform at President 
Roosevelt’s inauguration.
        Sister Rosetta Tharpe as the black  gospel singer 
playing a guitar; the rapid fire vocal dueling between 
the two Five Blind Boys groups; Ira Tucker’s 
own vocal sparring with members of the Dixie 
Hummingbird    
 And there’s the smooth and calculated falsetto voice 
of Claude Jeter from the Swan Silvertones whose 
outshined vocal similarities to Russell Tompkins 
Jr. of the Stylistics; that are a few of the many  
incredible, vintage performances here.
         As the film travels through the decades; if there is 
some missteps to be found in “:Rejoice and Shout”, 
its in the transition to modern times that seems 
twenty years short on the presence  with its mentions 
of the Winans and Cece Winana as discoveries from 
Andrae Crouch with a brief comment and clip on 
Kirk Franklin.
         What about the growth of Christian music-
oriented radio stations?  Where are the black gospel 
acts like Marvin Sapp, Fred Hammond, Donnie 
McClurkin,  Mary Mary, Chicago’s own Smokier 
Norful, to name a few.
         Still this omission becomes a mute point. 
Because “Rejoice and Shout” is perhaps showing 
our future is more rooted in our past that is already 
rich and full.  “Rejoice and Shout” is probably 
the best gospel documentary since “Say Amen 
Somebody” that delivers a hallelujah good time and 

a baptism in your movie seat. Not Rated: 
115min. A Magnolia Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters
CARS 2 (***) There are major 
differences that set this sequel apart, as 
well as bring its initial 2006 film back 
to moral themes. “Cars 2” has been 
re-energized from being the nostalgic 
homage to Route 66 into an improved 
sequel over the initial film that here 
accelerate into full throttle spy adventure.
       From this film’s clever James Bond-
type opening introduction/ Where suave 
British spy, Finn Mc Missile (Michael 
Caine) learns what happened to the fate 
of a previously assigned agent in the lair 
of Professor Z (Thomas Kretschmann) 
and  manages to out gun and outmanever 
his minions aboard an  ocean of sinister 
oil rigs From the information  he learned, 
Mc Missile gets team with a Mata Hara 
type rookie spy, Holley Shiftwell ( Emily Mortimer) 
who  applies her technical knowledge in this 
espionage caper.
;         Meanwhile, after winning his fourth Piston cup 
race, Lightning Mc Queen (Owen Wilson) returns 
home to Radiator Springs to recharge to the simple 
life with his “best friend” and country bumpkin, 
Mater the Tow Truck (Larry the Cable Guy) whose 
intelligence is just as corroded as his truck body is 
rusty who has to be present when McQueen tries to 
have a dinner date with Sally (Bonnie Hunt)
         But “Cars 2” shifts its gears into being more 
about Mater who happens to inject his stupidity 
when calling in defense into a sports TV chat show. 
Where Mater gets into overmatched verbal sparring 
with arrogant Italian Formula car champ, Francesco 
Bernoulli (John Turturro) one of the participants 
in oil refinery tycoon, Sir Miles Axelrod’s (Eddie 
Izzard) World Grand Prix races to prove the value 
of his alternative fuel discovery, Allinol. By having 
invited racers to only use the new fuel during three 
separate races in Japan, Italy and London  
   McQueen attempt to defend his friend by accepting 
Francesco’s challenge in the World Grand Prix and 
on Sally’s suggestion invites Mater to tag along that 
becomes  a case of mistaken identity and  the lack of 

social graces for the  easily distracted and socially 
inept truck who causes McQueen  to lose the first 
race to the Italian  formula car  that leads to  some 
choice words said in anger that would separates 
Mater from  McQueen who  later can’t fully 
concentrate on the next races without Mater who 
has now gotten mistaken by Mc Missile and Holley 
as their spy contact with a device under Mater’s  
chassis. .While Mc Missile and Holley try to find 
out who is behind the new fuel being triggered from 
elsewhere to explode on these cars during the races.
         This leads to the other racers refusing to use the 
alternative fuel, Allinol that only McQueen agrees to 
use for the final race. This naturally makes McQueen 
a target that Mater must somehow stop with help 
from Mc Missile and Holley.
   “Cars 2”  is the most exhilarating and rambunctious 
entry ever from Pixar that allows short cuts and cheap 
shots with its occasional tongue in cheek humor on 
the car and oil industry and the absurdity of its story 
line with the anthropomorphized automobiles with 
their human characteristics.
    This is finely tuned “toon” in almost every area 
from driving through its replicated scenic locales 
of Japan and London and of course Italy. The latter 

See Flicks page 7

Chicago will take another step forward 
in answering First Lady Michelle Obama’s 
call to reverse childhood obesity on 
Thursday, June 16 at Westinghouse College 
Prep, 3223 West Franklin Blvd. from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. with Champions for Wellness, a 
professional development event for physical 
education teachers serving CPS elementary 
and middle schools. At the training, teachers 
will develop leadership skills for supporting 
healthy eating and physical activity at school 
through the Go for the Gold campaign.

Go for the Gold is a partnership of 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) and Healthy 
Schools Campaign with the USDA Midwest 
and the Illinois State Board of Education 
Department of Nutrition to support schools in 
meeting the HealthierUS School Challenge, 
the program that First Lady Michelle Obama 
is urging schools to take on.

“Go for the Gold engages leaders 
throughout the school community to support 

Physical Education Teachers Champion Health And 
Wellness At Professional Development Event

President Obama’s Personal Trainer Cornell McClellan 
Engages PE Teachers to be Health Ambassadors

student health and learning,” said Rochelle Davis, president 
and CEO of Healthy Schools Campaign. “I’m proud to 
see so many physical education teachers step forward to 
promote a culture of wellness in their schools.”

This event takes place in the context of recent public 
dialogue about the possibility of extending the school day 
and providing more time for physical activity through recess 
and physical education. Physical activity supports student 
learning, underscoring the important role that physical 
education teachers play in students’ school experience.

“Helping students to reach the recommended sixty 
minutes of physical activity per day enables children to achieve 
cognitive as well as physical, emotional, and social health,” 

said Chicago State University department of health, physical 
education, and recreation associate professor Dr. Sarah Buck.

At Champions for Wellness, Cornell McClellan, personal 
trainer to the First Family of United States of America and member 
of The President’s Council on Fitness, Sports and Nutrition will 
announce the launch of Chicago’s Presidential Active Lifestyle 
Award (PALA) Challenge, a program that encourages people to 
make physical activity part of their daily lives.

Calvin Davis, director of physical education, sports 
administration and driver education, Chicago Public Schools; 
Dr. Sarah Buck, associate professor at Chicago State University 
department of health, physical education, and recreation; Gina 
Parker, past president of Illinois Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation & Dance; Colleen 
Lammel-Harmon, wellness manager of 
Chicago Park District; John Neal, Walsh 
Elementary School PE teacher; and Ted 
Devine, executive director of 1 World 
Sports will also speak at the professional 
development event.

The professional development day will 
be followed by a health resource fair.

More than 200 PE teachers will be in 
attendance.

To learn more about Go for the Gold, 
please visit www.goforthegoldCPS.org.

•Cornell McClellan, personal trainer to the 
First Family of United States of America and 
member of The President's Council on Fitness, 
Sports and Nutrition leads PE teachers in a 
group exercise
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THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of 
my units have heat included and some 
have no security. 3506 W. Huron and 
2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 2133 
W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 4 
bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 
W. Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 
4 bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

APT FOR RENT Two (2)  Bedrooms, 
Living Room/Dining Room Newly 
Remodeled Kitchen and Bathroom 
Enclosed Backporch, Heat Included 
Location: Cermak and Keeler (1st FL), 
Chicago, IL Rental Fee: $800.00 Plus 
one month security deposit For more 
information call 815-577-0773

Urban Art Retreat at 1957 S. Spaulding 
offers free programs onsite including- 
Women's Residence, Adult Art Studio, 
Group Discussions,  Art Gallery receptions, 
Children's Program, volunteer opportunities; 
&  subcontracts to provide Therapeutic Art 
Program for other organizations.  UAR offers 
services for artists & non-artists. Visitors 
Day is Saturdays from 11-3 p.m. Currently 
compiling a list of adults and teens who want  
paid apprenticeships. Check out the website!   
www.urbanartretreat.com 

ART PROGRAMS

2 ROOMS FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th 
& Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call 
(773) 885-0968

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

HELP WANTED

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. 
Homan $350/month. Utilities 
includedl Men preferred. (773) 
557-9421

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1250 Call 
(773) 505-3642

ROOMS FOR
RENT

Woman for live-in position in 
Wisconsin. Cleaning, cooking and 
helping with personal affairs, all 
expenses paid including food and 
lodging, call  920-206-1654

APT FOR RENT - 2 flat 2 bdrm - 
1st floor apt in Austin area, hardwood 
floors in living rm, dining rm and 
bdrms, ceramic floor in kitchen and 
bath, new kitchen cabinets, new 
counter top and double stainless steel 
sink, enclosed back porch, near green 
line, 1 mo rent + security, call 708-
539-1730 or 773-627-7650

With no bank financing !!! Reasononable down payment and a monthly payment 
of $1000 will get you today in todays beautiful four bdrm and 2 bathrm home 
in a great quiet block in the heart of North Lawndale area. Call Esther today at 
773 934-3706, Features great kitchen with granite counter top, 42 inch kitchen 
cabinet beautiful custom tiles and stainless steel appliances, spacious master 
bdrom, two beautiful bathroom with custom vanities, tiles, and fixtures, a well 
manicured backyard, and very close to shopping malls, walking distance to pink 
line and very close to downtown and Interstate 290 call Esther at 773 534-3706. 

You can own this home today!!!

Great Home For Sale!!!

YOUR 
AD HERE

CALL 
312 492-9090

BEAUTIFUL 1ST FLR APT w/ 
large basement attached. Hardwood 
floors, Modern Fixtures, Dish Washer. 
3 bedrooms/2 ba. Washer & Dryer. Or 
2 bedroom w hardwood floors, Modern 
fixtures & Dishwasher.  Available Aug 1.  
(773) 814-6896

might recall Pixar’s “”Ratatouille”, but 
the film moves at almost a frenetic pace 
you’ll hardly have time for a pit stop to 
recognize such similarity in this film. 
           “Cars 1” has been retooled and 
re-imaged with cooler cars than “Fast 
Five”. The spy spoofery amidst the 
racing arena cleverly pinpoints the genre 
with some real life social concerns over 
our gasoline situation along with some 
automotive inside jokes. “Cars 2” clicks 
on all cylinders.
            While the kids will be entertained 
and enthralled by the processing and the 
film’s rapid pace. But it’s the “kid inside 
the adults” who shares in director John 
Lasseter’s passion who will reap the 
rewards here.  “Cars 2” is and reline “fun” 
from start to finish. G; 107min. A Pixar 
Animation Picture Released through 
Walt Disney Pictures Presented at 
selected theaters            
 THE GREEN LANTERN (**1/2)  It 
turns out that it isn’t easy being green 
for the latest overdue entry from DC 
Comics to make its big screen debut/ 
When a “Top Gun” type, reckless yet 
gifted test pilot, Hal Jordan (Ryan 
Reynolds) jeopardizes a government t 
funded project.  Hal crashes a prototype 
saber F-25 jet during a test flight aerial 
dogfight. After he begins to suffer from 
a re-occurring childhood flashback to the 
aerial accident that killed his pilot father.
         Through out the film, Hal stays 
mum about his incident, especially 
around his childhood sweetheart co-pilot 

and the daughter to the owner of Ferris 
Aircraft, Carol (Blake Lively) that seems 
rather odd to have concern for his strange 
behavior without ever knowing the 
reason from their youth? 
   Some childhood friend that is supposes 
to be Hal’s romantic interest here; How 
do you love some one without ever 
sharing one’s inner secrets with them? 
This clearly doesn’t make much sense,
          Making matters a bit more confusing, 
Reynolds in the Jordan character doesn’t 
suit up well enough as this superhero 
in training. It’s sort of a step backward 
for his acting ability that seems to 
take a stronger, positive turn from his 
performance last fall in “Buried”.
    Anyway, After Hal is suddenly zapped 
and chosen by a galactic green ring from 
a dying alien warrior, Abin Sur (Temura 
Morrison) who was part of the Green 
Lantern Corp who crash lands on Earth.     
   Abin Sur  barely escape from his planet 
after witnessing the annihilation of his 
squadron whose courage under fire gets 
overrun by their yellow fumes of fear 
being suck out of their bodies in combat 
by an unseen multi-tentacle force known 
as Parallax (voiced by Clancy Brown) 
out for vengeance and intergalactic 
domination.. 
    While the film’s “fan-boy” base might 
appreciate the details, those that aren’t 
comic book aficionados might not care  
as much.  Because of how the script 
handles its history..
          Somehow, the film’s processing 
lacks enough cohesiveness and rhythm 
from  “Casino Royale” director Martin 
Campbell  who might have had too much 
material that was unevenly trimmed , 
While the movie only seems to visually 

gel from its action sequences, 
           As most of whatever occurs to 
explain and  play out  in its story seems 
to fall short  Such as Hal’s  brief training 
scene with piggish faced alien instructor 
Kilowog (voiced by Michael Clarke 
Duncan) that is observed by the Lantern’s 
light bulb head shaped, and red skinned 
leader, Sinestro (Mark Strong) who 
doesn’t fully approve  of a human as a 
chosen one to save their planet.
           Sinestro often looks to be too creepy 
to be honorable as much as he seems 
to  suggest becoming an opportunistic 
turncoat by what occurs during the end 
credits for a possible movie sequel. 
         Eventually, Earth becomes threatened 
as well; when a geeky scientist, Hector 
Hammond (Peter Sarsgaard) is asked by 
Dr. Walter (a wasted Angela Bassett) to 
examine the alien corpse that discharges a 
tiny bolt onto Hammond that later affects 
and reshapes his head and attitude to do 
Parallax’s bidding on Earth.
          While supposedly, Jordan’s human 
weaknesses are his assets as  the superhero 
that eventually must save his own planet, 
in order to save the Lantern’s planet.  
When he has to use his “loser” image 
to sympathize with Hammond who’s 
jealous of Jordan for lusting after Carol. 
While Hal has to find a way to destroy 
Parallax during their confrontation. 
         Besides the visual grandeur and 
galactic battles that holds this film 
together. In part, “The Green Lantern” 
seems like it’s only “going through the 
motions” made from its uneven and 
muddled script that makes this movie 
adequate, but not sensational.  PG-13; 
105min. A Warner Bros. Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters 

Flicks from page 6

some pulled back because of this 
understanding.  However, even 
after the scare, the visit went well, 
because most of the students just 
wanted to know what they needed 
to do to earn a good living and 
become a journalist.  They wanted 
to know the step by step process 
and what they needed to take in 
order to become the next Cheryl 
Burton or Evelyn Holmes.  They 
were intrigued by the equipment 
and the newscast they were invited 
to unexpected by Evelyn Homes. 
They had a chance to meet Linda 
Yu, and Ravi Baichwal, and 
the camera men who recorded 
the newscast.  According to the 
results of the visit based on each 
child’s response this visit has 
made a direct impact on the career 
choices of each child and while 
our children on the West side 

of Chicago are still striving for 
excellence, it is only due to open 
education from those who are 
in already established positions 
that we allow them to expand 
their imagination to want more 
education and growth.  This is why 
it is important to give the youth 
clear advice as to how to become 
the future leaders of tomorrow 
because if we don’t we can very 
easily scare them away from their 
dreams.  

The Youth and Staff of The 
North Lawndale Community 
Newspaper’s Journalism class 
would like to say thank ABC 7 for 
opening their doors, and giving us 
an educational tour.  And a special 
thanks goes out to Diana Palomar 
for her patience and time during 
this tour, you did an exceptional 
job.     

Step by Step Enterprises

Rosa Duarte
President
Property Management Services
Leasing Services
Janitorial Services

(773) 368-6813

ABC7 from page 3

Black & White Prints - 10 cents Each 
Black & White Copies - 10 cents Each 

Color Prints - 35 cents Each copies   
Color Copies - 35 cents Each copies

Bulk Rate Discounts Available
CALL 312 492-9090
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

was followed to the podium by the charismatic Jenkins, the 
35-year-old successor to the legendary preacher and gospel 
singer, Rev. Clay Evans as pastor of historic Fellowship 
Missionary Baptist Church at 4543 South Princeton Ave.

The N’Religion Award presentation to Jenkins, a rapping 
poet and songwriting man of the cloth, provided the most 
poignant moment of the evening as he was introduced by 
the 85-year-old Evans as “one of the greatest leaders in the 
religious world.”  Evans, a giant of the gospel music industry 
and the civil rights movement in Chicago, who celebrated his 
birthday Thursday (Jun. 23), entered the stage to a rousing, 
heartfelt standing ovation. Though visibly slowed by his age, 
he showed no loss of his feistiness or sharp wit, especially 
when Norman tried to assist him by holding Lewis’ award, a 
large crystal plaque mounted on a wooden base.

“My problem is not holding it; I can’t read it!” Evans 
scolded. “That’s what you can help me with.” The adoring 
audience roared its approval of his spunk.  

A veteran Chicago television news reporter, Thomas, 
the Foundation’s N’Media Award recipient who now serves 
as Political Reporter at ABC’s WLS-Ch. 7 TV, found special 
meaning in his recognition by Hartman, a “colleague.”

Jahi, an award-winning director, playwright and actor 
and the artistic director of the eta Creative Arts Foundation 
at 7558 S. Chicago Ave. as well as a former mentor to Oscar 
and Grammy winner Jennifer Hudson, was honored with the 
2011 N’Culture Award. Two world-renowned educators were 
the other honorees.

Worrill, a scholar activist and professor at Northeastern 
Illinois University received the N’Community Award, and 
Franklin, the president of Atlanta’s historic Morehouse 
College, was honored with the N’Eduation Award.  Franklin, 
whose mother, Dorothy, still resides in Chicago, was 
introduced by Chris Gardener, the millionaire entrepreneur 
whose remarkable rags-to-riches life story was the subject 
of the hit Will Smith movie, “The Pursuit of Happyness.” 
Gardener, who attended after flying in from business in South 
Africa, is also a former N’Digo Foundation Award honoree.

“Black men are so often incorrectly viewed in American 
society,” Hartman said in a program statement. “(Black men) 
have been labeled as an endangered species.

“The men we honor tonight prove that nothing could be 
farther from the truth.”

When the grown-ups were finished accepting their 
accolades, 10 of N’Digo Foundation 2011 Scholarship 
honorees were also recognized in a stage assembly. All but 

one are graduates of Chicago area high schools, and each 
are pursuing education beyond the secondary level.  Schrum 
Memorial Middle School graduate Reginald Torian III 
earned a foundation scholarship to attend the Gwendolyn 
Brooks College Preparatory Academy this fall.

The other scholars, (their high school, the college they 
will attend and their intend majors) follows:

Andrea Caldwell (Lake View High School, Concordia, 
Business), Daniel Covington (Whitney Young, Howard 
Univesity, Accounting), Joseph Laseter, Kenwood Academy, 
Princeton University, Molecular Biology), Mercedes Small 
(Simeon Career Academy, Roosevelt University, Business), 
Desiree Tellis (King College Prep, Depaul University, 
Business/Accounting), Adetunji Wilson (Whitney Young, 
Chicago State University, Computer Information Sciences), 
Tia Butts (Chicago Vocational Career Academy, Teacher’s 
Training), Jacqueline Gibson (Curie High School, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), Augustin 
Castrejon (Lindblom Math & Science Academy, Concordia 
University, Accounting) and Brianna Graham (Harlan High 
School, Dudley Beauty School).

Laseter, who earned the Stafford Scholarship from 
the foundation, added to the Kenwood Academy presence 
at the gala. The Kenwood Academy Saxophone Quartet of 
Jennifer Carter, Ahmad Saeed, Lavon Weaver and Tylar 
Williams, under the direction of Gerald Powell, performed 
strains of Oscar Washington’s “Night Train” in the lobby to 
set the mood before the program began.
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