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See Story page 4

Larry G. Nelson, Martavius 
“Mark” Carter, and Shavonda 
Fields are among the many people 
who are campaigning for their 
chance to be alderman of the 
24th Ward. Each of them reveals 
something about themselves and 
their solutions for helping the 

neLson, Carter and FieLds Wants 24th Ward aLderman seat
Nicholas Short

ward. 
Shavonda Fields
Shavonda Fields is a minister 

for Family Altar Evangelistic 
Baptist Church. She is also an 
international missionary and 
has gone to several countries to 
provide help. But now her own 

ward needs her support. She was 
“sick and tired of being sick and 
tired” and did not want to be a 
spectator anymore. She wanted 
to participate in the ward she 
grew up in, the ward she works 
in, and the ward in which she is See Seat page 6

An Alderman is the liaison 
between local, state, and national 
government---he/she is the voice 
of the people.  The person who 
stands up for the people of his or her 
community based upon the needs of 
the people in the community.  So of 
course it is important for the person 
who is selected for this position to be 
honest, open, accountable, committed, 
transparent, compassionate, 
consistent, and accessible when 
it comes to the relationship of the 
Alderman and the people that he or 
she represents.  

But how does one do this for 
there community if they can’t even 
live up to these standards in their 
own life?  How does one clean up 
a community and their own life is 
messy and full of broken promises 
to self?  

HErE My STory:  The Battle For 
The 24th Ward (Who Will Be The 

Chosen one?) Part II
Tali Bahkit

Well, according to much of what 
has been the results of how the 24th 
Ward looks, and it’s reputation, one 
would only come to the conclusion 
of disorder and chaos being apart 
of the plans of it’s current and past 
representatives---without an adequate 
plan.  

However, the candidates who 
showed up to January 24th NAACP’s 
24th Ward’s Aldermanic candidate 
forum spoke with conviction and 
passion saying that ---”It’s time for 
change, the time is now---to clean up 
the 24th Ward .”  But who will be the 
chosen one to get the job done?

Valerie Leonard says: “I AM 
the best candidate for this position 
because my leadership is needed in 
the 24th Ward.”  Already I am active 

About a month from Election 
Day, four of the men and women 
who are gunning for Mayor Richard 
Daley’s spot headed to Friendship 
Baptist Church to respond to 
inquires from the audience and a 
panel of reporters and activists. On 
January 16, the candidates took 
turns answering questions during 
a forum that was set up by the 
Chicago Westside Branch National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP).

Members of the panel were 
organizer Elce Redmond, North 
Lawndale Community News 
Publisher Isaac Lewis, education 
and parent consultant Wanda 
Hopkins, journalist Arlene Jones, 
and retired educator Dr. Louverta 
Hurt. The candidates were William 
“Dock” Walls, Miguel Del Valle, 
Dr. Patricia Watkins, and Carol 
Moseley Braun.  After a quick 
introduction from members of 
the NAACP and the candidates, 

Four Mayoral Candidates Answer 
the Questions of Voters, Panelists

Nicholas Short

everyone got down to business.
Carlton Jennings, a student 

for Northwestern University asked 
the first question, which was how 
will the candidates views evaluate 
catholic schools and public 
schools.

Wall strongly favors a public 
school education over charter 
schools. “I think that public money 
ought to fund public schools,” he 
said. He added that children should 
receive a well-rounded education 
instead of schools only teaching 
them how to take tests. “When 
it comes to evaluating, we must 
have an objective system, not a 
subjective system,” he also said. 
Also, when testing young people, 
he said that CPS must consider the 
environment in which they live. 
Chicago’s school system must take 
into consideration students with, 
for instance, single parents.  Valle 
said “We need to focus on our 

See Mayor page 6

Mayoral Candidates Carol Moseley Braun, Dr. Patricia Watkins, Miguel Del 
Valle and William “Dock” Walls

raising a family. She said that 
she has integrity, her track record 
is verifiable, she is “a visionary 
leader” and she is an advocate for 
all people.

It is hard for her to pinpoint 
the issue she is most interested 
in because the 24th Ward has so 
many serious social issues that 
need to be taken care of. However, 
her most important issues are 
education and crime reduction. To 
solve these problems, she wants 
to make sure that the ward has a 
“governing guide”—a guide has 
been developed by the community 
with people that know the 
community and are constituents of 
the 24th Ward. 

The guide will help her focus 
on helping the community. “This 
guide will make sure it guides me 
from the moment I step in office 
until my time is up,” she said. 
With that guide, she says she will 
develop different boards that will 
also connect the community with 
the alderman’s office.

For more information, people 
can contact her at (773) 703-9935. 
She is also on Facebook.

MArTAVIUS “MArk” 
CArTEr

Martavius “Mark” Carter 
plans to use a holistic approach to 
helping the 24th Ward; he believes 
that from a social, economic and 
political perspective, the people of 
North Lawndale must be allowed 
to control their own land. He will 
not allow “business as usual” 
politics to continue to reign over 
the ward’s residents. He no longer 
wants outsiders to manage the 
community’s resources. “It’s 
imperative that we bring real 
change to North Lawndale,” he 
said.

His plan is to turn the ward 
into a “Blacktown” where its 
businesses and resources are 
owned by its own people. In order 
to create this “Blacktown,” he 
added, he must “bring the people 
to the table” to ask them what they 

bUrge gets
4-1/2 yrs
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roD oUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, Tamiko Bowie, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEo & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Ten years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since october of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more 
than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, 
volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/
or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness in an 
economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECoNoMy. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure where 
your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- 
and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Health	and	Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny k. Davis & 

residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date February 17, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

Advertise with
the North 

Lawndale News
Call 312 492-9090“Calling All Men

of Action and Purpose”
Fathers Who Care 

and New Mt. Pilgrim’s  Mountain Men’s Ministry 
“ Men’s Health and Empowerment Forum”

are Hosting a Free Men Health and
Empowerment Forum 

(Men - You Should Know Your Status – And Get 
Tested)

        Date: January 29, 2011
           Time: 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

New Mt. Pilgrim – Fellowship Hall
Host Pastor:  Dr. Marshall E. Hatch

             Place: – 4301 West Washington Blvd.
This Resource Fair will Educate and Assist Men who 

are Interested in Becoming Better Men, Fathers, 
Community Leaders, and Providers while

developing their Physical and Spiritual Selves…
For additional information contact 

Fathers Who Care @ (773) 638-2052
Your Mental & Physical Health is a Very Serious

Issue to Your Children…
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expect. The best value should save you both time 
and money. Here are a few things to consider:
•   Do you have one person to call when you 

need help?
•    is the insurer available 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week? 

P080086  05/08

I’M THERE™

   Average annual
savings of

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

One call could bring down your car insurance rates—big time. With average 
annual savings of $426*, no wonder over 4,000 drivers a day shift to State Farm.®

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Call MY OFFICE for a quote 24/7.

Darren Tillis, Agent
3830 W. Roosevelt Road
Chicago, IL 60624
Business# (773) 826-0766
darren.tillis.jxac@statefarm.com

*$426

*Average annual household savings based on national 2008 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.

February is Black History Month 
Celebrate in the Parks!

The chicago park district commemorates 
black history month in february 2011 with various 
cultural events.  Most programs are admission 
free and many activities are geared toward the 
entire family.  Please contact each individual 
park for additional information.  Following is the 
schedule of events.

Black History Month Celebration
Saturday, Feb. 19, 12-2 p.m.
Union Park, 1501 W. Randolph St., 312-

746-5494
All ages, admission free
Celebration features performances, vendors 

and refreshments.
Black History Month reception
Friday, Feb. 25, 7-9 p.m.
LeClaire Park, 5120 W. 44th St., 312-747-

6438
All ages, admission $3
Reception features performances, fellowship 

and more.
UNBUNTU
Friday, Feb. 18TH & 19th 
Garfield Park, 100 N. Central Park 312-

746-5092
Celebrating the Life of the late DuSable 

Museum Founder, Dr. Margaret Taylor Burroughs, 
the program is designed to demonstrate how 
the rich legacies of the African and Caribbean 
experience have enhanced the lives of Chicago 
communities, national communities as well 
as the global communities.   Programming 
is developed to engage inter-generational 
participation.  Special performances: musical, 
dance, and spoken words are featured Friday 
between the hours of 10AM to 12 PM, and  1PM 
to 9PM the fee is $5.  Saturday the celebration 
includes vendors and entertainment from 10AM-
4PM.  The fee is also $5.

UMoJA Black History Celebration
Saturday, Feb. 26, 10 AM – 4 PM
Homan Square Park, 3559 W. Arthington 

St., 312-746-6650
All ages, admission free

CHICAGo PArk DISTrICT CALENDAr oF EVENTS
The event features African dance 

performances and poetry readings plus a 
vibrant marketplace featuring food, jewelry and 
clothing.

Celebrate Valentine’s Day in the Parks 
with Dances and Parties

The Chicago Park District celebrates 
Valentine’s Day with numerous dances and 
parties throughout the city Feb. 4-18, including 
the traditional daddy daughter/mommy son 
dances.  Most events feature recorded music, 
refreshments, photo opportunities, games and an 
arts and crafts station.  

Many programs are admission free or 
have nominal entrance fees.  Please contact 
each individual park for additional information.   
Following are highlights:

Daddy Daughter/Mommy Son Valentine’s 
Day Dance

Friday, Feb. 4, 7-9 p.m.
Portage Park, 4100 N. Long Ave., 773-685-

7235
Admission $5, all ages
The Portage Park Jazz Band will provide 

live music for this family event.
Sweet Saturdays UPDATE
Saturdays, Feb. 6 and 13, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Garfield Park Conservatory, 300 N. Central 

Park Ave., 
Suggested donation $3, all ages
Sweet Saturdays will focus on plants that 

provide the key ingredients to some favorite 
sweet treats. Visitors can sample the facts, 
the flavors and the fun of some of the most 
tantalizing tropical treats and enjoy hands-on 
activity centers.

Valentine’s Day Dance
Thursday, Feb. 10, 3-6 p.m.
Smith (Wendell) Playlot Park, 9912 S. 

Princeton Ave., 312-747-6689
Admission $2, ages?
Valentine’s Day Dance
Thursday, Feb. 10, 4-6 p.m.
Russell Square Park, 3045 E. 83rd St., 312-

747-6651
Admission $2, ages?

Valentine’s Day Dance
Thursday, Feb. 10, 5-7 p.m.
Williams Park, 2710 S. Dearborn St., 312-

747-7107
Admission free, ages 6-12
6th Annual Daddy-Daughter/Mother-Son 

Valentine Dance 
Thursday, Feb. 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Mayfair Park, 4550 W. Sunnyside Ave., 

773-685-3361
Admission $4 (exact change required), all 

ages, pre-registration recommended
Valentine Daddy-Daughter Dance
Thursday, Feb. 10, 6:30-8 p.m.
Smith (Joseph Higgins) Park, 2526 W. 

Grand Ave., 312-742-7534
Admission $5, all ages
Daddy-Daughter/Mother-Son Valentine 

Dance
Friday, Feb. 11, 6:30-9 p.m.
Horner Park, 2741 W. Montrose Ave., 773-

478-3499
Admission $5 per couple, all ages, children 

must be accompanied by an adult
Music performed by the Horner Park Jazz 

Band. 
Valentine Daddy-Daughter Dance
Friday, Feb. 11, 6:30-8 p.m.
Loyola Park, 1230 W. Greenleaf Ave., 773-

262-8605
Admission $7, all ages
Valentine’s Day Dance 
Friday, Feb. 11, 6:30-8 p.m.
Wicker Park, 1425 N. Damen Ave., 312-

742-7553
Admission $5, all ages
Teen Valentine’s Day Dance
Friday, Feb. 11, 7-9 p.m.
Holstein Park, 2200 N. Oakley Ave., 312-

742-7554
Admission free, ages 13-17
Valentine’s Day Dance
Friday, Feb. 11, 7-9 p.m.
Columbus Park, 500 S. Central Ave., 773-

287-7641
Admission?, ages 13-17

Valentine Daddy-Daughter Dance
Saturday, Feb. 12, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Seward Park, 375 W. Elm St., 312-742-7895
Admission free, all ages
Valentine Daddy-Daughter/Mother-Son 

Disco Bash
Saturday, Feb. 12, 3-5 p.m.
Indian Boundary Park & Cultural Center, 

2500 W. Lunt Ave., 773-764-0338
Admission $2, all ages
Valentine’s Day Dance
Saturday, Feb. 12, 4-6 p.m.
Chicago Women’s Park and Gardens, 1801 

S. Indiana Ave., 312-328-0821
Admission $10, ages 6-10
Valentine’s Day
Monday, Feb. 14, 2-4 p.m.
Chicago Women’s Park and Gardens, 1801 

S. Indiana Ave., 312-328-0821
Admission $7, ages 3-5
Valentine’s Day
Monday, Feb. 14, 5-7 p.m.
Haines School Park, 247 W. 23rd St., 312-

747-0291
Admission free, all ages
Valentine’s Day Dance
Monday, Feb. 14, 5:30-7 p.m.
Seward Park, 375 W. Elm St., 312-742-

7895
Admission $5, all ages
Valentine’s Day Dance
Friday, Feb. 18, 6-9 p.m.
Vittum Park, 5010 W. 50th St., 773-284-

6022
Admission $10, ages 11-12
For more information about the Chicago 

Park District’s more than 7,600 acres of 
parkland, 570 parks, 26 miles of lakefront, 
10 museums, two world-class conservatories, 
16 historic lagoons, nearly 50 natural areas, 
thousands of special events, sports and 
entertaining programs, please visit www.
chicagoparkdistrict.com or contact the 
Chicago Park District at 312-742-PLAy or 
312-747-2001 (TTy). Want to share your 
talent? Volunteer in the parks by calling 312-
742-PLAy.

In today’s busy 
world, filled with 
concern over the 
rising cost of gas 
and housing, many 
of us look for ways 
to get greater value 
for our time and 
money. One way 
you may not have 
considered is having 
all of your insurance 
needs taken care of 
in one place.
     There are 

advantages to having your car, home, and family 
protected by the same insurance company. 
Switching all your policies to one well-respected 
insurer might save you time and money, not to 
mention the convenience of having only one number 
to call for questions or claims.
      Many insurance companies offer a range of 
discounts that vary by state. Be sure to ask the 
agent about the availability and amount of any 
discounts offered by the insurer. Here are some 
common discounts you should know about:
•   Multiple line: Your premiums may be reduced 

if you have more than one policy with the 
same company or family of companies that 
covers your car.

•    Good student: Full-time students (high school or 
higher) maintaining at least a “B” average 
may qualify for reduced premiums.

•    Multiple car: Your premiums may be reduced 
if there are two or more private-passenger 
cars in the household insured by the same 
company or family of companies.

 These are just a few of the discounts that 
may save you money. Once you have considered 
price, think about the quality of service you 

Get More Value
By Darren Tillis 

State Farm® agent
•    Does the insurer make it easy to file a claim?
•    Is the insurer available to discuss your needs 

and help customize a package of services 
that is best for you and your family?

•    Do you feel confident in the insurer’s financial 
stability and ability to pay if your family 

suffers a loss?
      Be sure you’re getting the most value for your 
time and money. Call your agent or insurance 
company today and ask if you can get more 
value by having all your insurance needs taken 
care of in one place.
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  (312) 806-0646

LEGAL SErVICES

Need A Lawyer?               We Can Help!

* CoNSULTATIoN
* LETTEr & PHoNE CALLS
* CoNTrACT rEVIEW
* EVICTIoNS
* BANkrUPTCy
* DIVorCE
* WILL PrEPArATIoN
* ExPUNGEMENT

CALL THErESA ToDAy
(312) 806-0646

AS LOW AS $38.95

JEWEL-OSCO, a leading Midwest food 
and drug retailer, will commemorate Black 
History Month with its 12th annual “A Taste 
of Black History” celebration, a month-
long program honoring the contributions 
of JEWEL-OSCO’s African-American 
vendors.

“A Taste of Black History” will kick off 
with an invitation-only reception on Feb. 3, 
2011, from 6 p.m.-9 p.m., at Chicago’s South 
Shore Cultural Center, 7059 S. South Shore 
Drive.  Entertainment will be provided by the 
Chicago band Zzaje’.

During a special presentation that 
evening, a total of $15,000 in grants will be 
awarded to Trinity United Church of Christ, 
Growing Power and the North Lawndale 
Employment Network, for their outstanding 
work in the areas of hunger relief, nutrition 
education and environmental stewardship 
respectively.  JEWEL-OSCO will also 
honor one of its African-American vendors, 
Baldwin Richardson Foods, with the “Vendor 
of the Year Award.”

“Diversity and developing minority 
vendors are important to us and the success 
of our company,” said Jim Seidler, JEWEL-
OSCO organic specialty and ethnic sales and 

jeWeL-osCo CeLebrates bLaCk history 
month With sPeCiaL Program honoring 

aFriCan-ameriCan Vendors 
merchandising manager.  “Therefore, we 
would like to thank our African-American 
vendors for their outstanding contributions that 
help us meet the needs of our customers every 
day.  In turn, we hope consumers recognize 
that by purchasing African-American vendor 
products, they are also supporting these 
outstanding men and women.”

Following the presentation, guests will 
have the opportunity to taste more than 
a dozen soul-stirring dishes that will be 
prepared using many of JEWEL-OSCO’s 
African-American vendor products.  The 
dishes will include mushrooms stuffed with 
mixed greens and crawfish, collard green 
egg rolls, mango chicken salad, Cajun fried 
catfish strips with remoulade sauce and 
miniature sweet potato cupcakes with walnut 
cream cheese frosting.

An online downloadable recipe booklet 
will be available, featuring recipes from the 
2010 and 2011 “A Taste of Black History” 
programs.  Visitors will be able to find the 
booklet at www.jewelosco-tbhm.com.

In addition, as part of “A Taste of Black 
History,” JEWEL-OSCO will host in-store 
celebrations and tastings each Sunday 
throughout the month of February, from 1:30 

p.m.-6:30 p.m., at select stores.  The locations 
are as follows:

Sunday, Feb. 6, 2011
1655 E. 95th St.
Chicago, Ill. 1:30 pm -6:30 pm
Sunday, Feb. 13, 2011
11730 S. Marshfield 
Chicago, Ill. 1:30 pm -6:30 pm
Sunday, Feb. 20, 2011
1220 S. Ashland 
Chicago, Ill. 1:30 pm -6:30 pm
Sunday, Feb. 27, 2011 1
7705 S. Halsted
Homewood, Ill. 1:30 pm - 6:30 pm
About JEWEL-oSCo
JEWEL-OSCO, a SUPERVALU 

company, operates more than 180 stores in 
Illinois, Iowa and Indiana.  With a market-
leading position in Chicago, JEWEL-OSCO 
stores offer consumers the convenience of 
combined grocery and pharmacy retail, in 
addition to services such as fuel centers at 
select locations.  Originally established in 
1899, the company and its associates remain 
committed to the communities they serve.  
For more information about JEWEL-OSCO, 
please visit www.jewelosco.com or www.
jeweloscopharmacies.com. 

Story from front page

many people in my community would 
not have known anything about the TIFF 
dollars that can help build my community.  
The Lawndale Alliance is also apart of my 
voluntary works. 

As a leader for the alliance, I get 
residence from the community together to 
solve the many issues in my community.  
We discuss issues like education, 
foreclosures, TIFF dollars, and getting 
banks to reinvest in our community.  The 
most important thing that need to be done 
for the 24th Ward is a plan.  

A plan that will create an economic 
base by bringing in jobs, and training for 
the workforce, bringing in large and small 
manufacturers, helping entrepreneurs with 
mom/pop stores, and focusing on high 
industry growth.  My prior experience in 
large government shows that I am the right 
person to help put this plan together.  

A plan with and for the people that 
will give my Ward some economic relief.  
I have worked in New York City for the 
Deputy Mayor to help raise funds by 
selling bonds to help fulfill the city of 
New York’s 10 year financial plan.  I am 
also responsible for helping Mt. Sinai 
hospital receive $107 million to build it’s 
emergency room, labor and delivery room 
and also helped  Schwab Hospital build 
new additions as a Financial Analyst.  

This proves that I can get the funds 
that are needed into my community.  With 
over 2500 vacant lots and buildings the 

See  page 5

Rahm Emanuel is back on the mayoral 
ballot after being removed based on a state 
Appellate Court ruling that said he did not 
meet the residency requirements to run for 
mayor.

The Illinois Supreme Court agreed to 
hear Emanuel’s appeal and allowed him 
to remain on the ballot until a decision is 
reached.

It is now for the Illinois Supreme 
Court to decide if Rahm Emanuel can 
qualify to be the next mayor of Chicago.  
There is an effort for the court to make 
a ruling before the next early voting date 
so there is less confusion as possible for 
voters.

Meanwhile, we have only one month 
left until election day and the rollercoaster 
is still moving…… that’s Chicago 
politics.  

rahm Emanuel rides The 
Ballot rollercoaster

Toya Goldsmith
Former police 

commander, Jon Burge 
was sentenced to 4 ½ 
years in prison for perjury 
and obstruction of justice 
for torturing suspects.  
The victims were mostly 
African-Americans males 
from poor communities.

Some of the accused 
served many years in 
prison for crimes they 
did not commit and were 
later exonerated.  The 
implications of falsely 
accusing suspects are 
overwhelming.  Lives 
are completely destroyed, 
families are dismantled and crimes go 
unsolved.  One of Burge’s victims spoke 
during the hearing and asked, “Why did you 
do this? You were supposed to be the law.”

Unfortunately, the statute of limitations 
had expired regarding torture, so Burge 

jon bUrge gets 4 ½ years, 
ViCtims get a sLaP in the FaCe

Toya Goldsmith
could not be prosecuted 
for shocking, beating 
and forcing innocent 
people into making false 
confessions.  He could only 
be prosecuted for lying.

There is no true justice 
for Burge’s victims.  It is a 
“Slap in the face” to those 
who suffered at the hands 
of Burge. His crimes of 
torture date back to the 
1970’s, which means that 
we will never know how 
many African-American 
males had their human 
rights violated.  

Therefore, it took courage 
and years of determination for victims to 
fight against this injustice.  Many lives 
were harmed and the relationship between 
the citizens of our communities and the 
police, were undoubtedly damaged.    
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Story from page 3

                                                                                                      

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

“I received excellent care when my baby was born. The 
caring and understanding staff, made my experience 
as a first-time mom the best!”                           Markia Muldrow                        

Free pregnancy tests & prenatal classes

Ultrasound services (same day appointments) 

Obstetricians, Midwives and Family Practitioners

Tours of the Maternity Unit

The Maternity Center at Saint Anthony Hospital, offers excellent quality obstetrical care, 
while maintaining a warm family environment for moms-to-be in our community.

Please call us at           
773.484.1010                          

for more information or to schedule 
an appointment

www.sahchicago.org Saint Anthony Hospital - 2875 W. 19th Street 

MATERNITY CENTER

funds are needed.  I know this because I have 
personally done an assessment of the vacant 
lots and spoken with developers as apart of my 
voluntary work for my community.  

I will take a multi-level approach, involving 
my community, local, state and national 
government.  I will talk to my Congressman to 
push the 10-20-30 formula to create job stability 
in my community.  

I will also be an advocate for change in the 
education curriculum in schools in order to prepare 
employees and students for the high growth 
industries that will be coming to my community.  

This will help people to be re-tooled for 
what is coming to the 24th Ward. I will make 
parents excited about learning with their children 
by demonstrating the “Community School 
Model,” where the school becomes the center 
of the community and parents and students learn 
together side by side.  

It is my position to make sure that when 
developers come to my community that there is 
a written community agreement and community 
benefits, because in the pass the agreements were 
only verbal. I am living proof of much change 
in my community and as the Executive Director 
of Lawndale Small Grants, I am responsible for 
that beautiful Lawndale African Garden that you 
see on 12th Place and Central Park. I am the best 
Aldermanic candidate and all of my works show 
this, I am ready to clean up the 24th Ward.

For more information on Valerie 
Leonard call 773-521-3137 or email her at 
valerieleonard@msn.com

My name is Wallace E. Johnson better 
known as Mickey.  I am running for the 24th 
Ward’s Alderman position because I can feel the 
pain of the people.  I know that the people just 
want to be felt, and I will show them that I feel 
them and I care for them.   I am going to change 
the 24th Ward.  I don’t believe in bad communities 
I believe that there are bad leaders and because the 
leadership has been bad thus far, this is the reason 
why the 24th Ward is in an economic depression 
today.  My leadership capabilities make me stand 
out amongst the rest of the candidates.  As a 
mentor for the Sheriff Alternative program, a prior 
NBA player for Chicago, Milwaukee, New Jersey 
and Indiana, and as well a first generation college 
student the ability to over come challenges and 

being an example of change is evident.  
My belief has always been---the difference 

between the amateur and the pro is that the amateur 
has to be set up to win and the pro will find away to 
win out of no way.  A pro makes something out of 
nothing and that is what I will do for the 24th Ward.  
I’m not saying that the 24th Ward is nothing, but 
I am saying that there is a lot of work that needs 
to be done.  It’s all in the leadership, and we need 
one that could go out and share the vision with 
those who can help change the community and 
this is what I will do.  I believe that the only way 
that we can do this as a community is to show that 
we have political power by working together.  We 
must build a political army and show our political 
strength.  I want to stop the isolation of the people 
and bring them together.  We have to get to know 
each other in order to work together.  People have 
lost faith because of so many disappointments, so 
they just cling on to what they have instead of us 
all helping one another.  

I will change that, I will change the 
mentalities of the people. I will make my people 
feel strong about themselves and help them 
understand the significance of spending money 
in their own community. I will work very closely 
with the grass-root organizations in the 
24th Ward.  I live right in the center of 
the Ward and have never left, I have 
lived here since 1957.  It was only due 
to my professional career that I had to 
travel.  

However, I have always given 
back to my community by taking the 
young men in may neighborhood on 
field trips and teaching them through 
basketball or any other way that I could 
get to them.  It is important to change 
the way that our children think and the 
only way to do this is by nourishing 
them with education.  

I will help change the mindsets 
by getting in to each school in the 
community and starting an advertising 
campaign that will help to grab their 
attention on issues like healthy eating 
and the importance of edcuation.  We 
have to get down to the root of the 
problem when it comes to our children 
and once we find out what the problem 
is we can communicate it with the 
parents and help them if needed with 
parenting skills. 

 I have been sharing my time voluntarily for 
many years.  Every Tuesday at the Community 
Baptist church I pass out 99 cent meals, this is 
voluntary work that I do for my community.  I 
am also responsible for helping to build the 
Homan Square  YMCA.  As a matter of fact on 
my block alone in the 24th Ward, 5 professional 
ball players were groomed.  Darryl Stingling and 
Otis Armstrong who are both football players, 
Roy Sanders who is a baseball player and Linton 
Johnson and myself made it to the NBA. 

 I will connect with people like my nephew 
Linton Johnson to help invest and give back to the 
community.  I have the connections needs to gain 
financial stability for my Ward.  It takes more than 
an Alderman to clean up a community. 

 The community and all of the politicians 
need to do it from a state level and it’s going 
to take more than one term to do it.  I will 
inspire the people and get them the city 
services that they deserve.  I don’t know 
everything but I will surround myself with 
the people in the community and the right 
authorities that do know how to help me and 
my community solve the problems of the 

24th Ward. 
And when I become  Alderman, I am 

going to tell the people of my Ward to open 
up their windows and let the sunshine in.      

For more information on Wallace 
E. Johnson call 773-265-8552 or email 
wej4alderman24th@sbcglobal.net

As we can see---each candidate has 
much to offer and much to do.  And with 
the shift of political power, it is the belief of 
the people in the 24th Ward that change is 
certainly coming not only to the 24th Ward 
but to the city of Chicago in general.  It is 
a known fact that the people of the 24th 
Ward are so fed up with the corruption and 
oppression that  they are eager for change.  
But who will have the super power to 
mediate?  Who will be the people’s person 
for resolution and change.  Only one will be 
chosen.  But even when that one is chosen 
will the rest of the candidates continue to 
move forward in the fight to change the 24th 
Ward?  I guess only time will tell.
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the same thing. He wants to set an 
example for those who have been in jail and 
want to turn their lives around.

For more information, people can call 
(773) 707-4900 or (773) 746-7480. They can 
also send an e-mail at friendsofmarkcarter@
yahoo.com.

Larry G. Nelson
Nelson said that he is more familiar 

with city government. He worked as an 
administrative assistant for former 24th Ward 
Alderman Michael Chandler—in charge of 
city services and complaints—and a former 
aid to Carol Moseley Braun. He also worked 
with the Chicago Department of Human 
Services and was previously the 24th Ward 
Democratic Committeeman. “I feel that 
I’m qualified because I got experience at 
working in city council because I used to 
work in city counsel,” he said. He has also 
been active in the community since he was 
13 years old—he is now 50 years old.

He wants to bring full economic 
development to the ward, improving the 
housing and businesses in the area. There 
are too many unused spots in the ward that 
could use an overhaul. One example is 15th 
and Roosevelt which, according to him, is 
“like a ghost town.” He wants to put more 
policemen on the ward’s street to get rid of 
unwanted, potentially dangerous people on 
its street corners. Crime, he points out, is 
on the rise, and he is tired of young people 
running around with “no type of leadership.” 
His solution is to develop a social program 
for the youth. He also wants to create 
programs for seniors. For more information, 
people can call (773) 522-4290.

Seat from front page

neighborhood schools,” meaning that 
neighborhood schools need resources that 
will challenge its students. He mentions that 
there are over 100 elementary schools that 
do not have a library. It is time to turn our 
neighborhood schools, he adds, into “high 
performance” schools.

Watkins focused on safety. She wants 
students to be able to safely go to and from 
schools and get a good education without fear 
of getting shot. She adds that the problem lies 
within the city’s government which does not 
pay enough attention to the people of Chicago. 
“They need to respond to us, the tax payers,” 
she said.

Braun listed her accomplishments in 
the area of education back when she was a 
state legislator. Among these achievements is 
her sponsoring education funding bills. And 
she believes that more funding is needed. 
“The funding of education doesn’t match the 
control of education,” she said. Wants to get 
more federal money and more state money to 
help students get the education they need.

One of the panelists’ questions was 
from Hurt, who asked about the three most 
important issues that each candidate want to 

Mayor from front page

deal with. Hurt also wanted 
to know how they will deal with these issues.

In response, Braun said jobs, education, 
and public safety. She wants create jobs in the 
neighborhood by creating solid relationships 
with those who will develop jobs for those 
who need them and make it easier for people 
to provide opportunities to create jobs. She also 
wants to provide quality education for every 
child in the city. She does not want parents to 
be force to send their children to a school that 
is too far from their house in order for them to 
obtain a good education. But she considered 
public safety to be very important. “Without 
public safety you don’t have any of the above,” 
she said. She does not want senior citizens and 
children fearing for their lives.

Watkins also feels that public safety, 
education, and jobs are important. For public 
safety, she wants to lower the murder rate as 
soon as possible. She said that young people 
and older people cannot prosper in any way 
“with all those bullets flying around them.” 
Therefore, she will spend her first two years as 
mayor reducing shootings by 20%. She plans 
to do so by supporting nonviolence programs 
like CeaseFire. For education, she wants to use 
the Strategic Learning Initiative, a program that 
helps schools improve their students’ education. 
To increase jobs, she plans to take advantage of 

the rail roads in Chicago, which has the third 
largest rail HUB, in the world. She plans to 
create more railroad jobs.

Valle said that a mayor will be dealing 
with various issues at the same time and that 
the city needs to “organize, organize, organize” 
in order for it to handle all issues. He wants 
people within the city to work together and 
build partnerships to help improve the city. 
His attention is on the city budget, which must 
be fixed in order for other issues, including 
crime and education, to be resolved.

Walls said, “there’s an age old adage: 
safety first.” He explained that more action 
should be taken to keep Chicago streets safe. 
He wants policemen and residents to take a 
proactive role in protecting and bringing order 
to the city. He also wants the National Guard 
to help by securing airports, highways, and 
other areas that are at risk of importing illegal 
goods into the city. In addition, the city should 
have a superintendent instead of a CEO 
running Chicago Public Schools. Education 
should not be a business. He did not name a 
third important issue.

Some of the people who appeared at 
the event were Congressman Danny Davis, 
2nd District Commissioner Robert Steele and 
Valerie Leonard, Frank Bass, Mark Carter and 
Wilbert E. Cook III—who are running for the 
24th Ward aldermanic position.

Members of the audience listen as the 
mayoral candidates speak

Members of the panel were organizer Elce Redmond, North Lawndale 
Community News editor Isaac Lewis, education and parent consultant Wanda 
Hopkins, journalist Arlene Jones, and retired educator Dr. Louverta Hurt.

Advertise with
the North Lawndale 

News
Call 312 492-9090
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On January 3, 2011 a meeting took place on behalf of Seniors in the Lawndale 
Terrance located at 3158 W. Roosevelt Rd. They express interest in the quality 
of fruits and vegetables that were being sold to the consumers that came to the 
Leamington Food store located at 3240 W. Roosevelt Rd. in Homan Square 
Shopping Center.

Mr. Julius Anderson Director of Men for a Better Lawndale, who is also a 
candidate for Alderman of the 24th ward. Initially met with the Seniors of Lawndale 
Terrance in October to discuss the Silver Surfer program, which is a program 
that he started to teach Seniors how to successfully use the computer. Although 
they received the program with great enthusiasm, the more important matter of 
the depletion of produce within their shopping area and what was being sold at 
Leamington foods seemed to be a much more important matter.

Being a man that takes action when they’re concerns for a majority of 24th 
ward residents. Mr. Anderson and the Men for a better North Lawndale drafted a 
petition for the seniors and submitted to the Leamington Food Store Manager Ken 
Casaccio who agreed to meet with Mr. Anderson and the Seniors that represented 
the Lawndale Terrance Senior Home. It was revealed at this second meeting that 
Mr. Casaccio had no idea that his most current usual customers felt that way about 
the produce that the store was selling. Mr. Casaccio apologized for the quality 
of food and suggested some benefits that the 
seniors could use. 

He offered a 10%  Senior Discount Policy, 
stated that all employees will have name tags to 
identify workers if they were to have problems, 
and gave Ms Purdue President of residence 
Board and Ms.  Dorsey, a concerned senior his 
personal phone number to call him if there’s 
any complaints. Mr. Casaccio stated that He 
is willing to work with Mr. Anderson and Ms. 
Purdue to correct any problems. He stated “we 
just got a 20 year lease and only want to see 
the customers happy because we’ll be here for 
a long time.” 

Ms. Dorsey stated how “Mr. Anderson’s 
concern is not only about the building residence 
but North Lawndale over all. We suggested help 
with the food dessert in North Lawndale and he 
came through.”

Also at the meeting was Donna Ward of the 
Lawndale Women’s Alliance and Faraqu Al-
min Senior Staff Member of Men for a Better 
Lawndale.

HELP For SENIorS THroUGH JULIUS ANDErSoN

Lawndale Community Daycare 
Center

1800 S. Lawndale Avenue
773-257-0497 - 773-257-0499 fax

NoW ENroLLING
open 6am - 6pm - 2 yrs.-6yrs.

Currently offering ballet 
classes and spanish classes.

No Co-payment for 3 months!
Parents must meet the following 

requirements:
* WorkING

* IN SCHooL/TrAINING 
ProGrAM

~ FUN ~ FUN ~ FUN ~

LICENSED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

 

Julius Anderson, Execuitive Director of Men for a Better Lawndale and 24th ward 
aldermanic candidate with seniors from lawndale Terrance, 3158 W. Roosevelt Rd.
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A line of anxious unemployed men 
and women stood outside of Chicago Area 
Project’s office eager to fill out applications 
and meet with two to three employers in 
oder to get re-employed at the Chicago Area 
Projects job fair.  Nineteen employers were 
available to interview potential employees, 
and local organization sent out volunteers 
for the process.  

Amongst the volunteer groups were 
men and women from Jewish Vocational 
Services and the American Peace Corps. 
This initiative was apart of the the “Putting 
Illinois Back To Work,” program which is 
a State/Federal anti-poverty program in 
which it’s focus is to put the unemployed 
and underemployed of Illinois back to work 
by creating more than 15,000 jobs.   Over 
100 people were interviewed and many left 
out with smiling faces as if they already 
knew that they had gotten a job.  

While this job fair was only for a chosen 
few, the Chicago Area Project has already 
put a plan in place for anyone who wasn’t on 
January 15th’s job fair list to come out and 
join them for another job fair on February 
10, 2011.  This particular job fair is open 
to the public and there will be even more 
employers at this job fair.   Howard Latham, 

Another Good Deed:  The Chicago Area Project Last And Upcoming Job Fair  
Tali Bakhit

 Free tax help is now available to Chicago’s low-
income families.  

To help people navigate this year’s new tax rules 
and get back what they’re owed, without turning to costly 
services or high-interest refund-anticipation loans, LISC/
Chicago’s New Communities Program locations are hosting 
free tax preparation consultation, starting Saturday, Jan. 22. 
continuing through Tax Day, Monday, April 18. 

“Tax time is stressful for all of us, and especially so for 
people who struggling financially,” said Susana Vasquez, 
director of the New Communities Program (NCP) for LISC/
Chicago.  “But the truth is that because of programs like the 
Earned Income Tax Credit and some of the new economic 
recovery plans, low-income families don’t need to worry 
about being excessively burdened by owing taxes.  Many of 
them will be eligible for refunds, which they can get quickly 
and easily through electronic filing and direct deposit.”

The free tax preparation consultations, provided by 
professionals from the Center for Economic Progress, are 
available to families earning less than $50,000 a year, and 
individuals earning less than $25,000 a year.  Between saving 
people on the fees they might have paid a professional tax 
preparer and helping them make sure they take advantage 
of all the refunds and credits available to them, these free 
services could put thousands more dollars in the pockets of 
local taxpayers. 

There are nine sites located throughout Chicago; five 
of them are hosted at NCP locations. Many sites open for 
tax preparation Jan. 22, but others will open Jan. 29.  Clients 
should call in advance to ensure appointments are available, 
as some centers be closed for certain days in March. 

Four sites opened Jan. 22 in Auburn-Gresham, the 
Loop, Pilsen and Uptown.  on Jan. 29, sites in Ashburn, 
Lawndale, Quad Communities (in Grand Boulevard), 
Uptown and West Garfield Park will open.  A site in 
West Haven will operate on Saturday, March 5.

To take advantage of the free services, you must bring 
all relevant tax documents, including all W-2s and 1099 
forms (if any); Social Security cards or Individual Taxpayer 
Identification numbers for all family members; valid photo 
ID; a copy of last year’s tax return, if available; your bank 
account number and routing number to direct deposit your 
refund; property tax bill, and amount spent on college 
expenses.

The sites (close to North Lawndale), their start dates 
and hours are:

Lawndale: Homan Square Community Center, 3517 
W. Arthington Ave.(773) 783-3760. Opens Jan. 29, Monday 
& Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

Pilsen; Instituto del Progreso Latino 2570 S. Blue 
Island Ave. (773) 890-0055. Opens Jan. 22, Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

West Garfield Park: Bethel New Life Center, 4006 
W. Lake St. (773) 826-8430. Opens Jan. 29, Tuesday & 
Thursday, 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

West Haven: Malcolm X College, 1900 W. Van 
Buren St. (312) 850-7000. Saturday, March 5 ONLY 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Free Tax Preparation 
Continues With New Sites 

opening Jan. 29th

Associate Executive Director of Community 
Development says “We are in the business of 
helping people--we are local people, taking 
local action, for local solutions--this is what 
the Chicago Area Project is all about.”  

The Chicago Area Project is known for 
putting local people from the West side of 
Chicago  back to work, when all has failed 
for them in the job market.  According to 
Sandra Douglas, one of the Coordinators 
for this project, The Chicago Area Project 
gives about 5 major job fairs every year, and 
they are usually open to everyone, however 
this particular job fair was special. Geneva 
Peterson Castleberry, who is the Program 
Director for the Chicago Area Project made 
it clear that this particular job fair was not 
only special because it was a part of “Putting 
Illinois Back To Work,” but because of the 
very special day that it was given, which 
was in remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.  Dr. King was born on the same day, 
January 15 in 1929. 

As many celebrated Dr. King’s birthday 
and the job fair with joy, still many people 
left the job fair with frowns due to their 
names not being on the list.  If your name 
was not put on the list you were not able to 
stay for the job fair and you would have to 

wait until the next job fair which is only a 
few days away.  Latonia Gipson said “I have 
no job and it has been since November, since 
I had a job--I need a job.”  The Chicago Area 
Project was responsible for helping Latonia 
find her job at the Salvation Army, however 
she was laid off November the 30, 2010 and 
this is the reason why she is standing outside 
in a long line to see if she can get into the 
job fair, she says “I’ll take my chances, my 
name may be on the list.”  

But, Latonia is not able to get into this 
job fair because her name is not on the list.  
Lucky for Latonia, Chicago Area Project has 
set up another date for her and every other 
person whose name was not on the list to 
come and meet employers at a job fair next 
Month.  This particular job fair will have 
more employers than the January 15th, job 
fair.  

Ferdinand Sanchez said his name was 
on the list and he got on the list by signing up 
through the Department of Human Services.  
Sanchez name was put on the list January 
13th after speaking with his case worker.  

Darryl Gipson has been out of out 
of work since October 2010 and has been 
looking for work every since.  The last job 
that Darryl had was at Chicago Staffing.  

Another man who stood directly behind 
Darryl screamed out  “You have to employ 
yourself, you have to find something to do 
out here--it’s hard and this is what leads to a 
lot of crime in the community, when people 
don’t have jobs.” 

The great thing about this is that 
Chicago Area Project also has a program for 
ex-offenders called “I Count Too.”  Marlon 
Ryals is the Program Coordinator for this 
project and helps young men who have been 
incarcerated to stay off the streets by putting 
them to work.  Chicago Area Projects 
mission is to help the whole community 
with resources that are beneficial to all, 
so just in case you feel like the world has 
turned it’s back on you and you feel like you 
want to turn to the streets, contact someone 
at the Chicago Are Project so that they can 
put you to work.

For more information about the 
February 10, 2011 job fair call 312- 588- 
3800 or log on to:

http://www.chicagoareaproject.org/
Chicago Area Project is located at: 
55 East Jackson Blvd
Suite 900
Chicago, Il 60604
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AT THE FLICkS
David Schultz, film critic

THE MECHANIC (**) “The Mechanic” 
hasn’t been retooled much in this adequate 
remake of the 1972 Charles Bronson / 
Jan- Michael Vincent actioneer that now 
offers Jason Statham and Ben Foster in the 
respectful roles of an elite hired assassin,  
Arthur Bishop (Jason Statham)  who 
reluctantly has to accept the assignment 
from his mysterious client-boss, Dean (Tony 
Goldwyn) to “whack” his now wheelchair 
confined mentor, Harry Mc Kenna (Donald 
Sutherland) whose somehow is being blamed 
for a botched South Africa assassination plot 
that backfired killing one of Arthur’s hit men 
friends on the assignment  
.        Afterwards, Arthur meets up with 
Harry’s son at the burial site. Where a 
clueless Steven who wants to know killed 
his father avenge his murder. Steven makes 
a request of Arthur: “I want to know what 
you know!’  
         Therefore, from that unsuspecting two 
fold statement; Steven becomes Arthur’s 
apprentice that later on reflects more than 
learning Arthur’s craft.  While Arthur 
taking Steven under his tutorage is seen 
as an opportunity that might be a way to 
ease Arthur’s conscience and pay back his 
mentor.  By giving his son focus and purpose 
in his life.
         The core of the film settles into the 
duo’s relationship during Steven’s on-the-

job training from Arthur’s assignments. 
But during these “hit jobs” while Arthur 
remains cool, clean and lethal at his 
work. 
          Steven’s approach to allow him to 
unleash his repressed rage and youthful 
recklessness that still completes the 
“assignments” under more physical 
and often violent results that sometimes 
alters the assignment outcome and their 
escape, which begins to raise concern 
with Dean.
  What eventually occurs after these 

assignments doesn’t have much shock value as 
intended from director Simon West’s handling 
the script’s revealed plot twists and surprises. 
Whether or not you’ve seen the original 
version. We kind of expect something to be 
revealed. 
          First, when Arthur realizes he was used 
when his hit man friend from the botched 
South Africa assignment is found alive. While 
Steven realizes who’s responsible when 
he recognizes a prized gun. And the pupil 
intends to inadvertently show how well he’s 
learned, by trying to outsmart “his” mentor 
at a gas station stop. Richard Wenk’s script 
that is mostly faithful to Lewis John Carlino’s 
screenplay.  Even though, there isn’t much 
to deviate a dimensional performance in the 
Charles Bronson role for Jason Statham who 
seems to be into his “Transporter” mold here. 
    While this remake version is descent 
enough for its action sequences and Statham 
and Foster’s screen chemistry that follows 
the script  This film had to opportunity to do 
more  than it did with its premise and character 
that might have improved rather than have us 
compare movies.   r; 92min. A CBS Films 
release – Presented at selected theaters   
    BIUTIFUL (***1/2)  Semi-autobiographical 
memoirs based on his father co-written by 
Spanish filmmaker Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu who gave us such international multi See Flicks page 11

character epic size dramas such as “21 Grams” 
and “Babe” delivers his most intimate yet 
painfully revealing film that characterizers 
the bleak and impoverish ghetto conditions 
and lifestyle through a quietly predisposed 
street criminal (sensitively portrayed by Javier 
Bardem) whose trying to leave a better legacy 
than he lived.
     Filmed in Barcelona, Uxbal (Javier 
Bardem) harbors the secret from his hospital 
visits that he’s dying of cancer.  While Uxbal 
tries to conceal his illness as his health slowly 
deteriorate. He tries to make amends and 
struggles against perception of his image. 
     Knowing his eventual fate, Uxbal attends the 
funeral of three children who died for stealing 
that the mother blames on Uxbal.  Also, Uxbal 
has custody of his two kids from his estranged 
bipolar, alcoholic wife who makes it difficult 
for the chance to ever be a true family again.
    Uxbal is a criminal who has some local 
connections and incorporates other illegal 
activities with his brother, Tito who is sharing 
in the selling their father’s grave site in order 
to cremate him next to their mother.
         He also assists some black street hustlers, 
urchins and thieves that are suddenly broken 
up down a clean sweep raid on the streets by 
the police. But each endeavor that goes soar 
and weakens his profits and changed to his 
legacy. 
    The worse comes from his association with 
a Chinese warehouse that employs sweatshop 
mothers and their children who live and work 
making bootlegged DVD copies and cheap boots 
and clothing, When Uxbal is asked by the two 
Chinese owners who pay him protection money 
that he forwards to a crooked cop; for a heating 
unit. Something goes wrong killing the mothers 
and their children whose bodies are improperly 
disposed. And later those bodies reappear on the 
beach shore that reached news media attention.
    Somehow this film overlooks any domino 
effect that would refer back to Uxbal’s 

involvement. But it probably didn’t matter  as his 
health got worse enough following celebrating 
his daughter, Ana’s birthday who openly noticed 
and understood  what was happening to her 
father that leads to a bittersweet finale.
    To a certain degree, director Gonzalez offers 
his vision of “The Grapes of Wrath” that echoes 
his personal thoughts and feeling through a 
stirring performance by Javier Bardem. While 
showcasing the poverty and resiliency of his 
country’s people. 
r; 148min. A roadshow Attractions Pictures 
release  – Presented at river East, Pipers’ 
Alley and Cine Arts 6 (Evanston)
No STrINGS ATTACHED (**)  The New 
Year gets off to a funnier start than how last 
year ended with movie comedies.  “No Strings 
Attached” is an attempt in the right direction. 
A generally likeable and engaging romantic 
comedy that offers some fun, energy and sass. 
        But like most Hollywood romantic 
comedies, they use their premise in a 
roundabout approach. toward the obvious 
Before reaching its obvious conclusion that 
was ever obvious from the start that tries to 
wrap up the characters’ loose ends into a neat 
and tidy bow.
   It almost works out to this film’s advance. 
But the comedy lacks enough wit and 
sophistication that should have smarter than 
what we got here. Still for now, “No Strings 
Attached” looks amusing and entertaining 
enough. 
        Since age 14 at their first meeting at 
summer camp as awkward adolescents who 
kept bumping into each other a few years 
later at a time.  Adam maintains his romantic 
interest in Emma who has acquired a rather 
pragmatic, distain viewpoint about sex into 
their adulthood.  
        Now, Emma (Natalie Portman) is a driven 
medical student sharing an apartment with 
fellow trainee, (Lake Bell who has the talent 

BEVErLy HILLS 
CHIHUAHUA 2 (*1/2)   With the 
rich mother and daughter off to the 
rain forest leaving their newlyweds 
Chihuahua parents their mischievous 
puppies in the care of the gardener 
whose parents’ house is in foreclosure 
to the bank. Unless the Chihuahuas 
decide to compete in the Beverly 
Hills dog show to win the $50g’s that 
could save the house. While Papi has 
parenting issues who rather be a friend 
than their father to his pups. 

Cute and amusing at times but a bit 
long on the soap opera melodramatics 
within the script. G; 84min. Walt 
Disney Home Video

ALICE IN WoNDErLAND 
60th anniversary edition (***)  
Entertaining, episodic yet sometime 
aloof rendition of the Lewis Carroll 
classic with the Disney animation 
team  bringing their character to life 
especially, the Cheshire cat, the Mad 
hatter, the Queen of Hearts. G; 75min. 
Walt Disney Home Video

oN VIDEo
Compiled and reviewed 

by David Schultz

See Video page 11

Recently, a disturbing story surfaced 
in the local news of Memphis Tennessee 
regarding Frayser High School where 
it was reported that 90 teen girls were 
pregnant or have already given birth 
while attending Frayser this year.  
Fryser High School has gotten national 
attention and has reopened serious 
discussion regarding teen pregnancy. 

Chicago also has a teen pregnancy 
problem and although there are many 
programs that have been developed 
to combat this issue, it still remains a 
huge social problem.  Society sees teen 
parenting as a result of what happens 
when a young person have unprotected 
sex. But, it is a very complex social 

Teen Pregnancy: A Complex Issue
Toya Goldsmith

matter.  
The truth is, teen pregnancy is a 

magnification of the social ills of “The 
Village” or community.  We live in a 
society that gives the false impression 
that sex is a casual act that has very little, 
if any consequences.  Many teens come 
from single parent households where 
parents are forced to work extended 
hours leaving teens unsupervised with 
too much alone time.  Others come 
from families where teen pregnancy 
is generational.  It is a vicious family 
cycle that can limit a young person’s full 
potential and even create an atmosphere 
for poverty.  

Some believe that the solution to 

breaking the cycle of teen pregnancy is a 
more aggressive plan for the distribution 
of contraception and others argue that a 
more comprehensive plan for teaching 
abstinence is needed.  The ongoing 
debate regarding abstinence versus 
contraception is pointless if a young 
person doesn’t feel loved or if they are 
struggling with low self-esteem.  None 
of these strategies can work for young 
people if there is a constant need to feel 
validated.  

Therefore, you can teach abstinence 
or contraception until you are blue in the 
face.  The complex issues of the family 
must be addressed first or simultaneously 
in order to make a difference.  There are 
no overnight solutions.  It is possible 
to start by implementing effective, 
comprehensive, real mentoring programs 
that are specifically geared towards the 
needs of children and families.  It is 
a mistake to think that we can simply 
give condoms or simply tell teens to 
“Just say no”.  It needs to be a wholistic 
approach. 

Our families are a reflection of the 
community.  If the family is broken, 
then the community is broken.  If the 
community is broken, then our children 
are a product of the brokenness.  We can 
not solve any of our social ills, including 
teen pregnancy, without putting the 
family structure and the village back in 
place.  We must become more involved 
in the lives of our youth so that they 
don’t use sex to feel loved.  
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THE	NoRTH	LawNdaLE	CommuNiTy	NEws

CLassiFiEd		maRKETPLaCE
Do you Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? you Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place your Classified Ad!For rENT

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

3 BEDrooMS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-
9424

HELP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 
1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2BEDrooMS HEAT-INCL. $800 
a month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-
287-5779
APT For rENT 7 rms, 3bdrms at 1654 
S. Homan 1st Fl., Newly decorated for 
$700/mo plus security. Call Rose Sanders 
773 557-9421

2 BDrM SPACIoUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg Garage Space available, stove &  
efrigerator included Garfield Park area,  2 
Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks  
from Green lineTenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637
1807 S. ST. LoUIS Conveniently located near 
public transportation. 
Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom 
units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call 
(773)960-3817

LoVELy 2 BEDrooM APT 1st floor 
2 flat building. Ridgeway and Ogden. 
Negotiable security deposti. Electric and gas 
included. Off street parking, near pink line, 
and Lawndale Health Center. $925. Good 
neighbors. Call 773/727-2430
2 BEDrooMS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo 
plus two months security Call 773-522-
0733

CLEAN SPACIoUS THrEE BDrM 
apartment-newly rehabbed, large living room 
and kitchen, with appliances, hardwood 
floors, tenant pays heat, forced-air. Contact 
773 838-8471

BrAiderS ANd NAturAL 
StyLiStS Wanted at 
Southside Salon. Call 773 -
873-4922

HAIrSTyLISTS 
WANTED

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

APArTMENTS For rENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN ArEAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
. Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

~  $ 2  O F F  C A r  WA S H  W i t h  t h i s  A d  ~ 

For rENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDrM HoUSES 
AND CoNDoS. Newly remodeled 
withappliances. Some of my units have heat 
included and some have no security. 3506 W. 
Huron and 2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 
2133 W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 
4 bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, and 
dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W Lexington 
3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood flrs, washer, 
dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 W. Van Buren 
4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 4 bdrms. Call 
Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

LEGAL NoTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant 
to “An Act in relation to the use of an 
Assumed Business Name in conduct or 
transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of 
Cook County under file no. D10124326 
on December 7, 2010 under the Assumed 
Name of Raise Your Spiritz  with the 
business located 211 S. Clark, #2580,  
Chicago, IL 60604. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Rachel 
A. Hatter, 902 S. Mayfield, Chicago, IL 
60644.

Your 
Classified Here

Call 
312 492-9090

readymade and is due for her own 
breakout movie role like Emma 
Stone got in “Easy A”). 
        While Adam (Ashton Kutcher) 
has been just dumped by his gold 
digger girlfriend who has taken up 
with his faded movie star turned TV 
sitcom actor- father (Kevin Kline). 
Adam works as an assistant trying to 
get noticed as a writer on a “Glee” 
type TV series
        From their latest encounter 
that led to a pleasurable evening 
together. They finally get physical 
but promise not to tell anyone. Still 
Emma won’t respond to Adam’s 
interest because she considers 
herself not good at communication 
and relationship.         Later Emma 
eventually contradicts herself as 
she realizes how comfortable they 
are that relieves some of their day’s 
stress from their work. Therefore, 
Emma offers Adam that they make 
each other available for sex without 
a commitment.  
        With everything else remaining 

the same, Even though it’s never 
been that way for dam since he was 
14. While Emma appears to be that 
girl whose good at being lonely. But 
being “sex friends” between their 
respective jobs is almost like asking 
some guys: “Can you be “friends” 
with a woman (without being 
physical!)”
     Chi born rapper-actor Chris 
“Ludacris” Bridges plays the typical 
supportive roles one of two of 

Flicks from page 10

Kutcher’s best friends who offers 
their advice and facial reactions to this 
romantic predicament.           In his 
first directorial effort since his 2006 
“Ghostbusters” rip-off set to a alien 
invasion in “Evolution”, Ivan Reitman 
seems inspired this time around who 
doers an adequate and energetic job 
with this half baked script.  
 r; 110min. A Paramount Pictures 
release – Presented at selected 
theaters 

THE TILLMAN STory 
(****)  A riveting documentary 
about the circumstances 
involving the death of an all 
star football defensive back 
who walked away from a multi 
mullion dollar contract with the 
Arizona Cardinals to fill his moral 
obligations as a  post- 9/11Army 
enlistee who was killed in the 
course of duty in Afghanistan 
that was wrongly spun into a flag 
waving story of heroism that the 
Bush administration used for propaganda 
purpose. PG-13; 90min. Sony Pictures 
Home Video  

yoU WILL MEET A TALL 
DArk STrANGEr

(**)  Woody Allen’s latest exercise 
in human folly involving changing 
romantic and relationship that don’t 
seem as a appealing at first glace through 
these varied characters in intertwining 
circumstances that involves  Anthony 
Hopkinsdumping his forty year marriage 
for a young call girl Josh Brolin in 
turmoil with his wife while trying to 
complete his book until he spots a lovely 
woman in an apartment window. 

Those along with others have their 
fantasies and their delusion  trying to 
better their lot in life that predictably 
has their film going nowhere. r; 99min. 
Sony Pictures Home Video 

Video  from page 10

APT For rENT 1500 S. Hamlin, 1st Fl. 
unit. 3 bdrms, 1 bth, garage park, Lv rm/Dn 
rm Hrdwd flrs. Call 630/625-2812. Avail. 2/1
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iNTERsTaTE
muffler	&	automotive	Repair

21��	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

773-�22-0122


