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Mary’s Bar-B-Q has been 
serving the people of North 
Lawndale since 1968, overcoming 
various obstacles and providing 
a long list of fast food items to 
anyone who loves good food. 

hungry customers head 
towards the corner of Pulaski 
and harrison and walk up to the 
restaurant—a large, green stand 
covered with pictures and paintings 
of dishes that it serves—to place an 
order. they have many to choose 
from, including hamburgers, hot 
dogs, chopped steak sandwiches, 
gyro sandwiches, and italian beef 
sandwiches. And then there is the 
barbeque: rib tips, hot links, BBQ 
wings, and combinations of these 
dishes. Customers can happily 
absorb smells of BBQ and other 
foods on the menu while they wait 
for their food. 

Chris Jones, the restaurant’s 
operator and son of Mary Jones of 
Mary’s Bar-B-Q, believes that the 
reason why his place stayed strong 
after more than four decades of 
service and—most recently—an 
unforgiving recession is because 
of commitment and positive 
thinking. he and his parents, who 
started the business, remained 
assertive and optimistic. “Never 
give up,” he said. what also kept 
Jones and his business afloat was 
a strong customer base, which he 
and his crew have established and 

Mary’s BarBEquE rEstaurant still GOinG 
strOnG aFtEr MOrE than 40 YEars

Nicholas Short

maintained by developing a solid 
relationship with the customers and 
the community. “we just interact 
with the community everyday,” he 
said. 

he also advised that aspiring 
restaurant owners should not be 
afraid to provide a special to pull 
in customers. Currently, Mary’s 
Bar-B-Q has 14 daily specials on 
such dishes as the gyro melt, the 
cheeseburger, and the footlong 
polish (all specials come with fries 
and a soft drink).

Mary’s Bar-B-Q’s barbeque 
also draws in a great deal of 
attention. here is what heather 
shouse, eat and drink editor for 
time Out Chicago, wrote about 
the barbeque in an article:

“Peel back the wax paper 
that snugly wraps your tips 
between a hot pile of fries and a 
slice of white bread to uncover an 
impressive mess of meat spotted 
with glistening bits of cartilage 
and boasting slick red edges that 
show they’ve been given their 
proper time in the smoker. those 
edges are key, adding a touch of 
satisfying chew.”

there are no signs of Jones 
slowing down. he might even start 
serving a new item soon. Jones is 
thinking about serving pizza in 
addition of the food the restaurant 
serves, which also include side 

See Mary’s page 4

Managing through significant 
financial challenges while protecting 
classroom resources, along with 
promoting the safety and security 
of students and launching initiatives 
aimed at improving student outcomes 
marked 2010 for Chicago Public 
schools.
the District built on earlier successes 
in such areas as increased student test 
scores, higher graduation and college 
enrollment rates, and lower drop-out 
rates, continuing the progress it has 
made since Mayor richard M. Daley 
took leadership of CPs 15 years ago. 
this year the District reported gains 
in elementary school illinois state 
Achievement test scores as well as 
the Prairie state Achievement exam 
taken by high school students, and 
advanced an ambitious program 
to remake career education in high 
schools. 
Changes in operating procedures and 
record keeping were also introduced 
to ensure fairness, equal access and 
transparency. 

CPs began the process of developing 
its fiscal 2010-11 budget facing 
as much as a billion dollar deficit. 
District officials engaged with other 
school leaders from around the 
state to press illinois lawmakers for 
additional funding, given the national 
economic downturn that has affected 
public agency revenues all over the 
country.
the state was, and at year’s end 
remains, hundreds of millions of 
dollars behind in its promised aid 
payments to CPs, forcing officials 
to look at other measures to manage 
through the crisis. 
As the budgeting process progressed, 
the District was able to reduce the 
projected deficit through a number of 
actions, beginning with pension relief 
and reform enacted by the Legislature. 
Locally, officials took actions 
such as instituting Central Office 
and citywide staffing efficiencies, 
requiring non-union non-school-
based staff to take 15 unpaid furlough 
days, utilizing available federal funds 

and establishing a line of credit to 
maintain an appropriate operating 
balance.
Ultimately, the Chicago Board 
of education in August approved 
a $5.177 operating budget that 
maintained programmatic and 
classroom resources.
Despite the challenging economic 
times, teaching and learning 
accomplishments and initiatives 
remained front and center for the 
District:
• illinois state Board of education 
data showed that CPs elementary 
school students meeting or exceeding 
state standards in 2010 reached 71.7 
percent, up from 41.1 in 2002. the 
CPs “meets/exceeds” score for 2010 
on the illinois standards Achievement 
test was 1.9 percentage points higher 
than last year’s meets/exceeds score. 
(scores do not include students who 
are english Language Learners.) CPs 
has shown continued progress in the 
numbers of its students both meeting 
and exceeding state standards and 

those exceeding state standards 
since 2002. science scores rose 3.6 
percentage points to 67.9; math was 
up 2.8 percentage points to 76.4 and 
reading scores gained .5 percentage 
points to 68.3.

• College enrollment of CPs high 
school graduates increased for the 
fifth consecutive year at a rate that 
outpaces the nation. in 2009, more 
than 10,000 CPs graduates went on 
to college – an all-time high – and 
the college enrollment rate now 
stands at 54.4 percent, up from 52.5 
percent in 2008. in 2004, when CPs 
first began tracking how many of its 
graduates enrolled in college, 43.5 
percent of former students enrolled 
in a post-secondary institution. the 
10.9-percentage point CPs increase 
since then far outpaces the national 
increase of 3.4 points.
• three CPs middle schools – 
evergreen, Libby and Little Village 
Academy – were named as illinois 
horizon “schools to watch” by the 

Association of illinois Middle-Level 
schools and the National Forum to 
Accelerate Middle-grades reform. 
schools to watch is a nationally 
recognized, state-operated model 
school identification and school 
improvement program that focuses 
on students in grades 5-8. illinois is 
one of 18 states across the nation to 
participate in schools to watch and 
currently, only 16 schools in illinois 
have schools to watch designation. 
the three schools joined thurgood 
Marshall Middle school as schools 
to watch within CPs.
• the District is undertaking a 
comprehensive re-structuring of 
its Career and technical education 
programs that will reorganize 250 
non-standardized career programs 
into 80 “College and Career 
Academies” at 35 high schools in the 
coming years. the first 30 College 
and Career Academies opened in 
12 high schools this past fall. the 

Chicago Public Schools Year-End Accomplishments
Gains in test scores, increase in college enrollment & preparing students for future careers

See CPS page 3

Mary’s Barbecue Owner Chris Jones, holding slab of ribs with staff 
in kitchen of the restuarant

Mary’s Barbecue located at 606 S. Pulaski Rd. at the corner of 5th 
avenue and Pulaski.
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ROD OUTS
sewerlines and Plumbing repair
wAter gOiNg DOwN sLOw!

sinks * toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
grease traps * sewerlines * Faucets
hot water tanks * Drains * ejector
sump  Pump * Low water Pressure

  heating  * Air Conditioning *  refrigeration
installation & repair work
For More information Call:

trAVis (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

the North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by strategic human services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, rev. randall harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura wash-
ington, susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas short, travles Lane, tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
wilbert Cook, Dr. shemuel israel, tamiko Bowie, David schultz, 
reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, todd thomas, David tenario, smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEO & Publisher: isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. shemuel israel
Advertising Manager: Andre stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice ware, Mac strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and south Lawndale, east and west garfield, hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near west Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more 
than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, 
volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/
or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness in an 
economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure where 
your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace else- 
and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Health	and	Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date January 20, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

Christmas Sale
Black & White Copies 5 cents

Color Copies 25 cents
@ 

North Lawndale News
1211 S. Western, Ste 203

312 492-9090
2011 CANDiDAtes’ FOrUM hOsteD BY

the ChiCAgO westsiDe NAACP
MAYOrAL CANDiDAtes’ FOrUM

FrieNDshiP BAPtist ChUrCh
5200 w. JACKsON BLVD., ChiCAgO, iL 60644

sunday, January 16, 2011 from 5-8 p.m. 
ALDerMANiC CANDiDAtes’ FOrUMs

each Candidates’ Forum begins at 6:30 p.m. except for the 28th  ward
24th ward:  Monday, January 24th at Carey tercentenary AMeC, 

(reverend walter C. harris sr., Pastor), 1448 south homan Avenue
27th ward:  tuesday, January 25, 2011 at tabernacle of the New Faith

(reverend Paul Jakes Jr., Pastor), 531 North Kedzie Avenue. 
Note: the City Clerk & City treasurer will be participating in this 

forum.
28th ward:  wednesday, February 2, 2011 from 6 to 7:45 p.m.

at the Legler Library, 115 south Pulaski road. 
Please note that the time is different for this forum.

29th ward:  tuesday, February 1, 2011 at Friendship Baptist Church
(reverend reginald e. Bachus, Pastor), 5200 w. Jackson Blvd.

37th ward:  thursday, February 3, 2011 at Lafollette Park, 1333 North 
Laramie Avenue.

Karl A. Brinson, President; Demetrice griffin, Political Action 
Chairman

For further information, please call 773/261-5890 or email 
westsidenaacp@gmail.com
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MLK HOLIDAY 
DR. KING LEGACY APARTMENTS RENTAL APPLICATION DAY 

MONDAY, JANUARY 17, 2011 
10 AM – 2 PM 

 
On January 26, 1966, Dr Martin Luther King Jr. moved with his wife Coretta and their four 
children into a third floor apartment at 1550 South Hamlin Ave. in the North Lawndale 
community to display the segregation of housing in northern cities. 1550 S. Hamlin Ave. was 
the only place in the North where Dr. King ever lived!  
 
Lawndale Christian Development Corporation, Westside Federation of Chicago, and 
Safeway Companies partnered to build the 45 unit “DR. KING LEGACY APARTMENTS” in 
honor of Dr. King’s legacy. We proudly announce: 

 
Monday, January 17th  

 Rental Applications for 45 beautiful affordable rental housing units will be accepted! 
 

B. T. Little Community Center 
Greater Open Door Baptist Church 

Pastor Richard Nelson  
1301 S. Sawyer Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60623 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

All applicants must bring (for all household members 18 and older): 
 

 Valid ID 
 $35 application fee (money orders only) 

 Social Security Card 
 Proof of all income 

 

     Westside Federation of Chicago                 

24th Ward Aldermanic Challenger 
Valerie F. Leonard Gains IVI-IPO 

Endorsement 
Valerie F. Leonard, candidate for Alderman in 

the 24th ward, has been endorsed by the independent 
Voters of illinois-independent Precinct Organization 
(iVi-iPO). “i am deeply honored to be endorsed by 
the same organization that has endorsed people like the 
late Mayor harold washington, Alderman Pat Dowell, 
Alderman walter Burnett and President Barack 
Obama.” 

the iVi–iPO has been in existence since 1944. it 
has been dedicated to good government activism and an 
idealistic vision of open, honest government in illinois through pragmatic means 
that confront cynicism and corruption with equal force. the organization’s primary 
tools are voter’s registration, voter information and candidate endorsement. 

Leonard earned the endorsement of the independent not-for-profit 
organization following an intensive review process that included answering 
questionnaires and in-person interviews. Leonard’s opponents could include up 
to 16 other candidates, including the incumbent sharon Dixon. “the high number 
of candidates reflects the urgency of the community issues to be addressed and 
the voters desire to have an engaged and responsive Alderman,” said Leonard. 

academies will be open to citywide enrollment, an 
improvement over the former Cte program which 
many students weren’t able to access outside of their 
neighborhood. 
the academies this year are offering programs in 
construction, architecture, culinary arts, hospitality, 
pre-engineering, auto technology and auto body repair, 
business and finance, medical and health careers, 
cosmetology, information technology, child care and 
childhood education, law and public safety, logistics 
and broadcast technology.
•  A financial literacy program was launched for 900 
CPs students citywide in February. eight core areas 
are part of the curriculum, including post-secondary 
planning, budgeting, saving and investing, spending, 
credit, insurance and an economic way of thinking. 
students in the program learn to develop realistic, 
measurable financial goals and plan budgets to achieve 
those goals. the program takes students beyond the 
classroom by requiring field experiences, including 
a visit to a four-year university and a city college to 
speak with representatives about financial aid. students 
will also have access to “what’s Next illinois,” 
an interactive website that is utilized by the CPs 
Department of College and Career Preparation and 
every school. Classes will also have the opportunity 
to visit the Chicago Mercantile exchange, the Federal 
reserve Bank and a bank within their community. 
• A pilot program employing online reading and 
mathematics instruction was begun in five elementary 
schools last fall. the Additional Learning Opportunities 
initiative, which will be expanded to 10 additional 
schools after January 1, serves to extend the CPs school 
day with an academic focus. Officials are viewing 
the ALO initiative as a way to provide more student 
learning time, improve student outcomes and offset the 
short CPs school day and school year. 
CPs’ Culture of Calm vision to create safe and engaging 
environments for students continues to flourish.  six 
plot schools have developed school transformation 
plans that promote positive behavior reinforcement, 
disciplinary alternatives to suspension, and staff 
engagement.
the District also partnered with faith leaders and 
community organizations on a pair of safe haven 
programs, one during the summer and another during 
the year-end holiday vacation.
Kindergarten-through-12th grade students in targeted 
communities were eligible to participate in the safe 
haven programs; about 1,000 students were served in 
the summer and some 2,500 during the holidays.
the programs focused on the theme “stop the Violence, 
stop the silence,” and engaged students in creative 
activities and discussion.
District officials continued to monitor and, as needed, 
adjust admissions policies for the District’s selective 
enrollment and magnet schools.
A review of the one-year admissions policy, adopted 
last year following the end of the federal desegregation 
consent decree, was carried out by a Blue ribbon 
Commission, with recommendations then forwarded 
to the Board of education.
the District also opened up 25 seats at each of four 
top selective enrollment high schools for high-scoring 
eighth graders at low-performing elementary schools 

CPS from front page

See CPS’s page 4
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orders (pizza puffs, chili, fried okra, etc.), 
fish dishes  (catfish, perch, shrimp, etc.), and 
chicken dishes (hot wings, chicken tenders, 
chicken sandwiches, etc.). he is still trying 
to iron out all of the details. “it’s still in the 
planning phase,” he said.

whatever he decides to do, he will still 
have his family to help him cook and serve 
his meals to his customers. he started off as 
a worker for his parents and eventually took 
over the business. he has not stopped Mary’s 
Bar-B-Q from being a family business. he 
is currently receiving assistance and support 
from his brother and his nephews.

Jones has much pride and faith in 
the food he and his family serve. “we are 
Mary’s Bar-B-Q: the place where the sauce 
is the boss and every bone is well worth 
eating,” he said.

Mary’s from front page

Staff and owner ( Chris Jones , green 
shirt of Mary’s Barbarcue
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   STYLIST WANTED

             CONTACT EBONI AT (773) 441-0900

$10 OFF
Tues. & WedNAIL TECHS WANTED

DRIVERS NEEDED (North)
Over 25 with Drivers Licensed

Call (773) 457-9067 or (773) 457-9980

PRESTIGE CUTS
5800 W. Division

HAIRSTYLISTS 
WANTED

Call Thea At
(773) 457-9980

                                                                                                      

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

“I received excellent care when my baby was born. The 
caring and understanding staff, made my experience 
as a first-time mom the best!”                           Markia Muldrow                        

Free pregnancy tests & prenatal classes

Ultrasound services (same day appointments) 

Obstetricians, Midwives and Family Practitioners

Tours of the Maternity Unit

The Maternity Center at Saint Anthony Hospital, offers excellent quality obstetrical care, 
while maintaining a warm family environment for moms-to-be in our community.

Please call us at           
773.484.1010                          

for more information or to schedule 
an appointment

www.sahchicago.org Saint Anthony Hospital - 2875 W. 19th Street 

MATERNITY CENTER

~  $ 2  O F F  C A R  WA S H  W i t h  T h i s  A d  ~ 
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BLUE VALENTINE (***1/2)              For 
those whose marriages are turning sour 
and/or stayed longer than each realizes 
in a far from repairable relationship. 
“Blue Valentine” is a telling portrait 
that exhibits and examines our pain. 
Co-executive producers and stars 
ryan gosling and Michelle williams 
deliver one of the most quasi-essential 
performances of an idyllic past and 
crumbling present of a troubled working 
class married couple, Dean and Cindy 
Penera
             the movie shifts back and forth 
from their early beginnings of their relationship 
that flourished despite some telling signs. 
while spliced with present day ramifications 
that finally led to their point of no return. 
             Despite the more than familiar actions 
and words between the couple. From the 
husband begging for another chance to change 
for the better. while the wife not only admits 
that she can’t do this anymore, but also that 
she’s fallen out of love with him. 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

            But the drama  begins its martial 
descend  with an  out of work painter Dean 
(ryan gosling) at odds with his part time  
registered clinic nurse and wife, Cindy 
(Michelle williams) who mistakenly forgot 
to lock the gate that allowed their  daughter,  
Frankie’s  (Faith wladvka) pet dog run loose, 
to be found  dead and buried  from a roadside 
accident.
           Already frustrated that he can’t provide 

for his family as he once thought, Dean takes his anger 
out on Cindy who often feels she’s caring for two 
children. when Dean joins his daughter bouncing in the 
bed to awaken Cindy to prepare their breakfast.
            even though by our initial impression of their past 
-to- present relationship that Cindy often ignores. Dean 
has always been somewhat of a jerk that lacks social and 
personal sensitivity. But he seems to be trying to atone 
for his behavior, by suggesting they need a break away 
from their house. 
           therefore, Dean convinces Cindy to a night out 
at a lover’s retreat. But for every one step forward in 
the right direction that Dean makes that could salvage 
their marriage, Dean’s unrefined behavior finds a way to 
disrupt his initial efforts that results in taking two steps 
backwards. As it turns out that Dean is really serving 
his sexual needs more than his wife’s desires for peace 
and rest.
           As  the couple’s “night out” rapidly deteriorates 
in their private “future room” of sexual bliss goes sour 
and wrong for the tired and frustrated Cindy feeling 
pressured by her overly aggressive husband.      
           Mixing these present day bad times with their early 
beginnings together. when  their relationship showed 
inncence and promise from Dean serenading Cindy by 
a store front window with a urkulele  And Dean gaining 
employment with a moving company that relocates the 
elderly to their new senior citizens’ home center. where 
Dean first met Cindy training to be a nurse whose seems 
to have a better head and mouth than Dean.
     still, “Blue Valentine” shows us a working class couple 
that should have known better but seem to ignorer their 
instincts. especially Cindy who like many woman do, 
they want to believe what they see is only temporary and 
that their “Prince Charming” will somehow emerge. Or 
perhaps Cindy thought she could reshape this “mountain 
of clay” into something descent.  No such luck with Dean 
who’s got something in Cindy he never recognized or 
deserved until it becomes apparently too late
             As more examples are exposed when on route to 
their “pleasure palace”, Dean stops the car for Cindy to 
stock up on booze at a local “quick mart”. 
           where Cindy happens to bump into an old 
friend, Bobby (Mike Vogel) and makes the mistake of 
telling Dean of the” innocent encounter” that sets him 
off in a rambling conversation that she can’t  make him 
understand  how he’s misinterpreting her encounter with 
another male friend.
             the movie continues to covers through many past 
and present confrontations that some might feel makes 
this film seems longer than it is. instead, this film tends 
to flesh out through its main characters the instability 
of their relationship that was always more his fault than 
hers. even though both share the blame for what is 
endured after countless efforts and broken promises.
             Dean admits to having “crazy” love for his 
wife that makes him uncontrollably crass to borderline 
abusive.  still, the movie doesn’t give us much of Dean’s 
origins for his behavior and beliefs. Maybe because what 
he is now is more important than how he came to be.
             But we do get a glimpse of a more stable 
upbringing from Cindy through her aging and ailing 
father, with his emphysema condition. who is unable to 
show his contempt and rage over how Dean acts when 
he invades his house looking for Cindy             
      Cindy arrives at her father’s house to collect her 

See Flicks page 7

The Signature – Derek 
McKeith (electric Life/DiOs 
Music)
 (***)       there is rockin’ soul 
energy that fuels the musical 
artistry, rock-jazz guitar fusion 
and vocal and lyrical passion of 
this vibrant, newcomer musician 
songwriter-singer, Derek 
Mcgrath that makes him a force to reckon 
with. 
       “the signature”, McKeith’s CD debut 
showcases a daring sound that lends him 
close to Lenny Kravitz. even though there 
is still room to flourish in his arrangements 
and instrumentation that is more FM avant 
grade than commercially appealing. even 
though McKeith close rhythmically and 
lyrically close to crossover friendly on such 
tracks as “”Mr. stranger” and “i Never want 
2 see You Again”.
     there are other basic moments that 
Derek’s sound is soul groove driven with 
a guitar rock edge on “Can’t get enough”. 

ON CD
Music reviews by David Schultz

But his quintet backup band isn’t 
diverse enough, but provides 
energetic flair that sustains 
McKeith’s vocal and guitar solos 
that echoes some Jimi hendrix-
like influence. 
     still, there is a musical 
difference in McKeith’s 
production that gets one’s 

attention that projects McKeith as a musical 
lone wolf here. even though, McKeith 
comes up with some sporadic catchy licks 
and interlude moments. i would like to see 
what he could do with his songs in full and 
mature orchestration accompaniment.
   Nonetheless, Derek McKeith shows a 
fresh and rebellious spirit from an unlikely 
source here that makes him an artist on the 
edge and ready to break out.
Choice tunes includes: “Mr. stranger”, 
“Never want 2 see You Again”, “My 
heaven”, “Love song”,  Only You”; “Loving 
Love”, “Necklace, Bracelets, rings”.



January	6	-	January	12,	2010						The	North	Lawndale	Community	News						Page	�

THE	NoRTH	LawNdaLE	CommuNiTy	NEws’

CLassiFiEd		maRKETPLaCE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

FOR RENT
A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need AsAP Contact garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5 bedrooms, 
section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

3 BEDROOMS hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. hamlin. sec. 8 
welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-
9424

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated light 
fixtures. Available 
immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. sec. 8 
welcomed

HELP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 BDrM APt (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling Fans, hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, walk-in Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call today-A MUst 
see!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2BEDROOMS HEAT-INCL. $800 
a month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-
287-5779
APT FOR RENT 7 rms, 3bdrms at 1654 
s. homan 1st Fl., Newly decorated for 
$700/mo plus security. Call rose sanders 
773 557-9421

2 BDRM SPACIOUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg garage space available, stove &  
efrigerator included garfield Park area,  2 
Blocks from Blue line express 5 Blocks  
from green linetenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

1807 S. ST. LOUIS 
Conveniently located 
near public transportation. 
Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

LOVELY 2 BEDROOM APT 1st floor 
2 flat building. ridgeway and Ogden. 
Negotiable security deposti. electric and gas 
included. Off street parking, near pink line, 
and Lawndale health Center. $925. good 
neighbors. Call 773/727-2430
2 BEDROOMS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo 
plus two months security Call 773-522-
0733

Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. Lawndale Avenue

773-257-0497 - 773-257-0499 fax

NOW ENROLLING
Open 6am - 6pm - 2 yrs.-6yrs.

Currently offering ballet 
classes and spanish classes.

No Co-payment for 3 months!
Parents must meet the following 

requirements:
* WORKING

* IN SCHOOL/TRAINING 
PROGRAM

~ FUN ~ FUN ~ FUN ~

LICENSED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

 

CLEAN SPACIOUS THREE BDRM 
apartment-newly rehabbed, large living room 
and kitchen, with appliances, hardwood 
floors, tenant pays heat, forced-air. Contact 
773 838-8471

 C. THERESA KEY      MANAGER

  (312) 806-0646
  c.theresa@comcast.net

LEGAL SERVICES

Need A Lawyer?               We Can Help!

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESSES!!!

* CONSULTATION
* LETTER & PHONE CALLS
* CONTRACT REVIEW
* EVICTIONS
* BANKRUPTCY
* DIVORCE
* WILL PREPARATION
* ExPUNGEMENT

CALL THERESA TODAY
(312) 806-0646

AS LOW AS $38.95

daughter.  she’s finally had enough 
After Dean invades her job site. 
where he punches her doctor boss 
trying to break up their argument 
that ruins her opportunity for a new 
job position and relocation that is 
initially mistaken as the doctor’s 
offer to have an affair with a married 
woman that Cindy senses 
            still, this becomes the last 
straw for Cindy through Dean’s 
actions that results in the couple’s 
disintegration through the powerful 
and emotional charged performances 
by gosling and williams that strikes 
the chords of discord that we might 
recognize in ourselves toward our 
spouse or someone like them we 
know from a closer distance
             “Blue Valentine” is an intimate 
and painful love story that stripes 
itself bare to its audience. A raw 
and powerful, modern day romantic 
tragedy that is as passionate, probing 
and sadly reminiscent to swedish 
filmmaker ingmar Bergman’s 1973 
classic “scenes from a Marriage”.
R; 112min. A Weinstein Company 
Picture release – Presented at 
selected theaters

Flicks from page 6

BRAidERS ANd NATuRAL 
STYLiSTS Wanted at 
Southside Salon. Call 773 -
873-4922

HAIRSTYLISTS 
WANTED

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  LAWNdALE 
ANd AuSTiN AREAS
2 bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. 
Roosevelt. 1 bedroom $675.00 
@ 320 N. Mason and Studio 
apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month 
security . Plus 1st month rent 
required. No Pets, Contact Ms. 
Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 9712, 
Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

as an additional measure to foster diversity in those 
schools.
CPs officials during 2010 took a number of steps to 
increase operational transparency in the District.
the District’s web site now contains “position rosters”, 
which list in detail every employee, job title and that 
employee’s salary. Also posted online was a breakdown 
of committed consultant dollars spent by the District.
Further, the District established a committee that will 
review non-competitive procurement requests and help 
determine the validity and adequacy of those requests.
the Chicago Board of education established an Audit 
and Finance Committee which met for the first time in 
November. 
CPs in 2010 also introduced new nutritional standards 
throughout the District and set the stage for schools to 
engage in the federal governments “go for the gold” 
campaign on childhood wellness.
the District continues to expand its Breakfast in the 
Classroom program. students now receive a greater 
variety of fruits, vegetables and whole grains; dessert 
or candy-like breakfast items will no longer be offered 
in CPs cafeterias. salad bars are being placed in more 
schools. the District is also committed to cutting sodium 
in the food it serves by 5 percent annually.
Other 2010 highlights:
•   Chicago attorney Mary richardson-Lowry was chosen 
in January by the Mayor to become president of the 
Chicago Board of education. the Mayor in November 
also named terry Mazany, president and chief executive 
officer of the Chicago Community trust, as interim 
Chief Officer of the District.

•   some 195 schools – both elementary 
and high schools – are now operating 
on the District’s “track e”, or year-
round, calendar, almost a 50 percent 
increase in the number of schools to 
adopt that schedule.
• Five newly constructed buildings, 
part of the Mayor’s Modern schools 
Across Chicago initiative, opened 
this year: solorio high school and 
west ridge, Azuela, Calmeca and 
Lorca elementary schools.
• Chicago Public schools students 
raised and donated more than 
$224,000 to the American red 
Cross for haitian relief following the 
earthquake in the Caribbean island 
nation.
•  A “virtual” summer school program 
was implemented to increase focus on 
the individual needs of students. the 
online summer program allowed for 
both credit recovery and accelerated 
learning for students seeking 
additional opportunities.
Chicago Public schools serves 
approximately 410,000 students 
in more than 670 schools. it is the 
nation’s third-largest school system

CPS from page 3

New Years resolutions 2011
Lose Weight

Quit Smoking
Detox the Body

Become More Healthy
WE CAN HELP!!!!

NEW LIFE HEALTH FOODS
3141 W. ROOSEVELT RD - CHICAGO, IL

(773) 762-1090
GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH
* WEIGHT LOSS

* ALKALINE WATER

* COLON FLUSH

* DETOXIFY THE BODY

* ULTIMATE CLEANSE

NEW LIFE HEALTH FOODS
3141 W. Rooseelt - Chicago, IL 60612

(773) 762-1090
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iNTERsTaTE
muffler	&	automotive	Repair

21��	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122

Just four days into the New Year and already, 
the papers are fully of negative informatin about 
the Chicago Public school system.  the system 
which is supposed to be responsible and set up for 
the well being and education of the youth.  while 

the youth throughout the Chicago Public school system are in need 
of great teachers, books, and inspiration, they have already been 
slammed with memories of what has been taken away from them 
in 2009 which is a reflection of the budget cuts for 2010 and 2011.   
the illegal over spending by education officials who have taken the 
food out of the mouths of many youth throughout the city to fill 
their wallets, buy nice fancy cars, nice fancy homes and lavished 
luncheons have been put in positions in which they are not qualified 
for because if they were the youth would not have to suffer from so 
many of their wrong doings.  

while the youth are struggling without enough books for home 
work and in school assignments, those who are responsible for their 
well being could care less about nothing more then the high life.  
From the death of former CPs Board President Michael scott and 
the allegations of over spending hundreds of thousands of dollars 
with his counterpart rufus williams to the results of what our youth 
have to deal with due to the negligence of all who are in category 
“taking from the mouths of the youth,” it is certainly time for a 
new beginning for the Chicago Public school system, because it is 
a system that has certainly failed the youth.

why should the  youth be exposed to such?  when millions 
of children in third world countries could survive off of pennies for 
education, one of the riches countries in the world, the United states 
of America won’t allow the youth to be compensated educationally 
with millions.  As many education officials are being hired based on 
a  “Favor for friend,” concept without the heart, education, or ability 
to help in the educational process hands on or administratively 
the youth are suffering tremendously.  it’s seems that the new 
beginning for year 2011 is only an extension from the prior years of 
disappointment for the Chicago Public school system.  One would 
think that the process would change and education officials would be 
looking forward to a brighter future however, still we are faced with 
the challenges of ill mannered behaviors in our education systems, 
not only in Chicago but throughout the nation leaving behind the 
majority which is young little black and latino boys and girls.

is this a corrupt system put in place on purpose?  is anyone 

A NEW YEAR WITH NEW BEGINNINGS
But what about Chicago Public Schools?

paying attention?  Or perhaps it doesn’t matter because the rich 
of our country are not being effected because their children 
attend private schools and those who are the education officials, 
children only attend the best schools in the country. the only 
way that there will be a new beginning is if “we the People,” 
begin to stand up to the corruption of our city, nation and world 
and make a change.  it’s time to turn away from broken promises 
and lead the way, “we----the people.”

Let’s give the youth a brighter future by making a change 
today.

Ways that we can begin the process:
1. get to know your child’s teachers and Principal
2. Make sure that your child’s school permits your child to 

have their own text books and work book in each one of their 
classes.  You have the right to---your tax dollars pay for those 
books.

3. Make sure that your child brings home homework 
everyday and a book to work out of from school.  when your 
child doesn’t have any home work it is a sign of an unorganized 
teacher.  Also this may be a sign of a lack of school supplies 
(books) due to the misuse of school funds by education 
officials.

4. Make sure that you attend all of your child’s parent/
teacher meetings.

5. get to know your neighborhood, city, and state officials 
and communicate with them.

6. Connect with your Mayor, in order to keep him/her 
abreast of what’s needed for your child and community.

7. Know your Board of education officials, never let them 
off easy, they have a job to do, which is most important for the 
youth and the future of our world.

8. Connect with the parents of the children that go to school 
with your children, so that you can keep a positive and powerful 
communication connection going for the good of the youth.

9. Check the Chicago Public school system’s website for 
changes in the venue through out the year.

10. Make sure that your child is tapped in to every resource 
of education through the public school system.

11. Know and understand your chain of command, just 
incase something goes wrong.

For more information about your education officials log 
on to www.cps.edu   

Tali Bakhit


