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Farragut’s Alumni Picnic

Tents made everything right at home. Photo by Calvin Muhammad

Eager Farragut Alumni crowd await the C.U.T. Tumbling team. Photo by Calvin 
Muhammad

The Commitee gets down.Photo by 
Calvin Muhammad

DJ Ramonski Love and Farragut 
Alumni President.Jean Keller. Photo 
by Calvin Muhammad

Farragut Alumni DJ Ed James makes 
a point while jamming. Photo by 
Calvin Muhammad See Farragut page 7

Marshall’s Alumni Picnic

Viola Floyd(white shorts), Darryl Rice ( blue jean shorts), 
Earlean Green (cane), Joyce Washington, Freddie 
Chapman (straw hat), Marvin Sykes (dk blue baseball 
cap), Sandra Campbell (red visor/sunglasses), Jennifer 
Jones (behind Jennifer), Margaret Davis (striped skirt), 
Lafayette Ford (glasses) Valencia Shelton (blue jean skirt), 
and Willie Smiley(white shorts). Not shown are Barbara 
Keller who was part of the picnic committee, Sam Cabe, 
and Warniece Malone also are not pictured.

Tasha and Valencia serving chicken wings, chicken tips, 
fish, pops, water, salad, peach cobbler, cole slaw, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, links, bratwurst, and red beans and rice. 
Along with Valencia was her mother Mildred Shelton who 
worked in the Marshal attendance office before retiring.

PUSH FOR 
EDUCATION

Operation PUSH 
President Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, Sr. speaks to 
educators, Illinois State 

Edible art made of fruit was a delight 
at Farragut’s Alumni picnic.

See Marshall page 6

See PUSH page 7

Marshall High School Principal Kenyatta Stansberry at the 
Alumni picnic. Ms. Stansberry also known as “the marine” is 
credited for improving attendance at Harper by 20%, her 1st 
turnaround school with Marshall being her as second principal.
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Education 
(State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate Rep. 
Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the National 
Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany Fund, and 
contributions from our community, advertisers, and readers. The 
North Lawndale Community 
News was started with a grant 
from the North Lawndale 
Small Grants Initiative 
now known as the Small 
Grants Human Development 
Corporation, and the Steans 
Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification 
Council is a third party 
agency that audits and 

verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues 

per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date August 18, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

CEILING FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells

Black & White Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White Copies - 10 cents Each 

Color Prints - 35 cents each

Color Copies - 35 cents Each copies

Bulk Rate Discounts Available
CALL 312 492-9090
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Tony Allen, current NBA player for the 
Memphis Grizzlies comes back to his West 
side neighborhood in Chicago to give back 
to his community.  Allen is sponsoring a 
basketball camp through the Major Adams 
Community Center  at 125 N. Hoyne a 
camp that invites all children between the 
ages of 7 through 17 in the community the 
opportunity to enjoy the festivities of this 
basketball camp.  Youth had the opportunity 
to learn some great pointers from Allen 
himself on Monday August 1st and Tuesday 
August 2nd, as Allen was on the court 
training with them.

Over 80 children from the Henry Horner 
homes were thrilled to see Allen, as he took 
the court to show them how to use positive 

TONY ALLEN GIVES BACK TO HIS COMMUNITY IN A SPECIAL WAY
Tali Bakhit

energy through basketball.  Allen says “I 
just wanted to give the youth something 
to do to stay out of trouble--it’s all about 
giving back to my community because I had 
a great season.”   

The camp is free and it permits children 
to come in to the Major Adams Community 
Center Monday through Friday to exercise, 
learn the fundamentals of basketball, and 
defense. The Basketball camp is open to 
young girls and boys and it is apart of an 
effort to help keep the neighborhood safe 
and to keep the youth busy over the summer. 

Youth are broken down into different 
age groups, and sizes in order to help them 
understand how to play the game.  Allen 
himself will be hands on throughout the 

Featured stories, photographs, public 
video and radio presentations, together 
with public access television, will all 
be part of a Multi-media Investigation 
on the impact of poverty beginning this 
month.  A team of reporters from this 
newspaper have been assigned to search 
far and wide within the seven west side 
communities:  North Lawndale, South 
Lawndale, East and West Garfield, 
Austin, Pilsen, Humboldt Park and Near 
Westside.  Poverty’s impact on people 
and their communities, industry and 
business, as well as civic, social, religious 
organizations and government agencies 
will be the target of our investigation. 

You will see a series of multi-media 
information disseminated.  Here is the 
place to read and find it; including a North 
Lawndale Community News ‘Poverty 
Summit’ in late September or early 
October of 2011. We will also partner with 
our media partners to disseminate results 
of our investigation.

How far have we come since 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great 
Society’s ‘War on Poverty’?  This Multi-
media Investigation will delve into 
virtually every aspect of how everyone and 
everything is impacted by poverty; with a 
target on African Americans, Hispanics, 
others affected by poverty. 

Our Investigation will include 
multiple sources, from statistics in 
chronological order from the 1960’s to  
present, to speaking with Authoritative 
public, private and independent sources 
that are verifiable.  We will speak with 

Multi-media Investigation 
Impact of poverty in seven west side communities 

Guillermo Martinez  - guillermo@nlcn.org 

private businesses, law enforcement, social 
service agencies, churches, politicians, 
hospitals, government agencies plus review 
poverty research studies, and much more. 

We will walk the neighborhoods and visit 
places where we can find anyone or anything 
affected by poverty:   Shelters, Food Pantries, 
unemployment offices; and city, county, 
state and federal Human Services agencies.  
Even Pastors, teachers, business leaders and 
neighborhood civic organizations will be on 
our ‘research interview-questionnaire’ list.  
No stone will be left unturned. 

Every perspective on Poverty and 
its impact will be obtained; from top 
authoritative figures, non-authoritative 
individuals and...people on the ‘front lines’ 
that deal with poverty and its consequences, 
daily. 

Does Poverty remain a problem in the 
aforementioned seven west side communities 
that we serve?  According to a recently 
published article in this newspaper (June 2 
to June 8th edition, by Nicholas Short; page 
5), in Chicago, Poverty is worse than in other 
areas of the State of Illinois.  The percentage 
of Chicago residents with income below 
the poverty level in 2009 was 21.6 %.  This 
percentage is according to city-date.com, and 
is higher than the state average of 13.3 %. 

The same article stated that a percentage 
of Chicago residents with income below 
50% of the poverty level in 2009 were 10.1 
%.  Also, African American’s have the largest 
percentage of people living below the poverty 
line (approximately 32 %), while Caucasians 
in Chicago have the lowest percentage of 
people living below the poverty line (about 

10 %).  Three hundred thousand (300,000) 
poor African Americans live in Chicago; and 
around 90,000 Caucasians are classified as 
poverty stricken.  

Of families that live in our city 
in poverty, 59.8 % are single-mothers 
households.  Married-couple families who 
are poor account for 28.1 %, and single-father 
poor family households are roughly 12.0 %.  
Married-couple poor families, where both 
the mother and father did not have jobs was 
a staggering 40%.  Thirty-one percent (31%) 
of married-couple families have one spouse 
who worked part-time and another spouse 
who did not work at all. 

As previously stated, this paper will 
organize a ‘Poverty Summit’; sponsors 
and community participation is welcomed.  
Please email questions to:  nlcn1@yahoo.
com or isaacl@nlcn.org 

We absolutely will not forget the human, 
one-on-one aspect of our Multi-media 
Investigation on the impact of poverty.  We 
will talk with anyone we find that is down 
but not out on their misfortune, whether by 
circumstance or otherwise.  Poverty comes 
from various paths.  Some lose jobs, others 
fall ill; often, with little or no assistance 
that can keep them from losing all of their 
possessions.  

Those who have worked hard to obtain a 
college education and still not find a livable 
wage job; what do they do?  What happens 
if individuals do what we are taught since 
childhood, that a good education is the key to 
success?  Let’s ask the questions and find out 
together.  Follow us in the next eight to ten 
weeks as we learn how people cope; or do 

they?  What’s the impact? 
Imagine yourself not having or losing 

life’s basics that many take for granted.  No 
shelter to sleep, shower or keep natures 
elements away (hot or cold, wind or 
rain away) and little or no food for days.  
Yes, it can happen too many, especially 
the weakest among us without a family 
foundation or a serious illness that prevents 
them from staying afloat and out of poverty 
or even those who were once strong but 
experience some tragedy of health, finance, 
natural castastrope or death. 

 Please contact us to receive a 1 page 
Questionnaire via email to participate in 
this worth Multi-media Investigation.  Send 
information and suggestions or comments 
to:  nlcn1@yahoo.com or isaacl@nlcn.org 

 Some of the areas of exploration on our 
‘Poverty and Its Impact’ series will include 
but are not limited to:  private businesses, 
housing, family and personal relationships, 
law enforcement and other public and 
private agencies, individual cases, volunteer 
and religious groups and more. 

 Sources for our investigation will 
come from multiple avenues, from named 
individuals to verified information-data.  
What are the real effects of poverty on 
a community, its people and businesses, 
its schools, churches, civic and spiritual 
and the social vitality of an entire area of 
a metropolitan city like Chicago?  We will 
explore these and other related questions.  
Join us on our journey.  Not simply to find 
some answers…but for solutions that will 
make life better. 

Comments, questions, suggestions:  
nlcn1@yahoo.com or isaacl@nlcn.org 

remainder of the camp, and invites the youth 
to join him as the doors remain open.  Allen 
says that “This is all apart of an effort to 
keep kids away from illegal activities that 
surround inner city kids.”  This is only one 
of the ways that Allen has given back to his 
community this year. 

Speaking of giving back, Allen also has 
a book bag give away event coming up on 
August 6th at the Major Adams Community 
Center on the West side of Chicago from 9 
AM until 11AM, and there will also be a 
book bag give away on the South side of 
Chicago at the Lowden homes from 1PM 
until 3PM.  Book bags, school supplies and 
bibles will be given away, and the give away 

Tony talking to the kids

Tony Allen, Carl West, publisher of TBT News Service and children at the camp. Photo By Rich P. 
www.DickyP.com

is specific to the children of the Horner and 
Lowden Homes, however all are invited 
out to enjoy the festivities, there will also 
be food and music to enjoy. 

Allen expresses the importance of 
giving back to his community and ends 
by saying “I am enjoying every moment 
of coming home and giving back to my 
community---they say if you can’t go back 
home, you can’t go anywhere--it feels good 
to be back home.”

For more information about the 
Bookbag give away contact :

The Major Adams Community center 
is located at: 125 N. Hoyne, Chicago, Il 
60612, contact number (312) 738-2280

Tony and Ms. Allen
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Finding a school for your child that will 
provide them with the fundementals of life  can 
be quite a challenge.  You as a parent, want to 
make sure that the school that you select for 
your child has the perfect setting---from the 
teachers to the curriculum and the basis of it’s 
mission---the most important thing is your child 
and their education.  Statistically, many of the 
schools that reside in urban areas are known for  

St. Agatha Catholic Academy, An Excellent Choice For Your Child
Tali Bakhit

low test scores but as well, the lack of quality 
as it pertains to staff, and this is where you as a 
parent must draw the line in order to make sure 
that your child will receive the best education in 
order to become a productive citizen, but most 
importantly a great value system must be put 
in place and morals that will help to contribute 
a wealth of knowledge to their community, 
nation, and world.  This is where St. Agatha 

comes in, building a faith 
based understanding of 
life in order to set in place 
those values and morals.

St. Agatha has been 
serving the West side 
of Chicago since 1897 
and she is still standing 
strong in order to help the 
youth in the community 
where she lies. Father 
Dowling who has been 
the Pastor and spiritual 
leader for St. Agatha 
for 4 1/2 years says “St. 
Agatha is a great choice 
because we have teachers 
who are creative, that 
are involved with the 
children, and embrace 
the mission.”  The 
student teacher ratio at 
St. Agatha is 1 teacher to 
about every 15 students, 
but 20 at the very most, 
which according to the 
National Center For 
Education, this ratio is 
used to determine the 
quality of the school 
and how it’s students are 
learning. The Catholic 
Academy also has 
longer school days, has a 
unique curriculum which 

includes art, choir, drumming and dance, and 
parents are able to make arrangements to bring 
their child in at 6:30 AM according to their 
needs.  Father Dowling wants to remind all who 
considers St. Agatha that the staff of St. Agatha 
take on a holistic approach when it comes to 
teaching each child. And to prove this to you it 
is a known fact that 95% of children who attend 
Catholic schools go on to high and graduate 
from high school, and 87% who graduate from 
high school go to college, St. Agatha is in those 
numbers.

St. Agatha Catholic Academy starts at the 
age of three, which permits children from pre-k 
on in to the eighth grade, and Father Dowling 
wants to let every parent know that if you 
want your child to have a quality education, 
St. Agatha is willing to work with your budget.  
The most important attribute that one must 
have before enrolling into St. Agatha, is that the 
parent and the child must be in alignment with 
the mission of the school, and that is based on 
the moral standards and values that will allow 
for the staff of St. Agatha to teach your child 

Father Dowling and a St. Agatha student. Photo by Creative Commons

how to be a productive citizen and add only 
greatness to his or her community and world.  
The doors of St. Agatha are currently open 
for new enrollment and on Thursday August 
4th, from 6 PM thru 7:30 PM  there will be an 
open house at St. Agatha which is located at 
the corner of Douglas and Kedzie on the West 
side of Chicago in order for the community to 
come out and find out more information about 
what St. Agatha has to offer your child.  There 
will be refreshments served, and there will 
also be a raffle that will allow for the winner 
to receive 25% off of their child’s tuition. So, if 
you are looking to have your child to be taught 
in a holistic way, come out a join the Staff of 
St. Agatha at their open house and enroll your 
child today.

If you are not able to make the open house 
and would like to find out more information 
about what St. Agatha can offer you and your 
child please call Principal Patricia Williams at 
773-762-1809 or walk in to the office at 3151 
W. Douglas Blvd.   St. Agatha’s website address 
is www.st-agatha-academy-chicago.org
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Marques Sullivan, from the 
North Lawndale area, continues 
to serve as he launches a flag 
football camp for the youth 
of Chicago.  Raised up with a 
humble beginning, Sullivan had 
the opportunity to play for the 
Buffalo Bills, The New York 
Giants, The Chicago Rush, and 
The New England Patriots and 
Sullivan continues to give back 
to his community.  Sullivan says 
“ As a black man I always felt 
that it was important for me 
to lead by example and allow 
young black children to see 
me serve.”  Sullivan was just 
recently hired by the Near West 
Development Corp. to do just 
that, to serve and lead as an 
example for the youth.

Sullivan’s flag football camp is on the 
field of the Touhy-Herbert park and he invites 

Marques Sullivan Former NFL Player Lauches A Three Day Flag Footbal Camp For The Youth
Tali Bakhit

all children between the ages of 7 and 18 to 
come and join him and the rest of the coaches 
who consist of former world champion James 
“Tiger”  Flower, NFL player Michael Blair, and 
serveral other advocates of positive change.  
Although the camp will only last for three days, 
Sullivan feels that it will have a life lasting 
impression of disipline on the youth who play.  
About 30 young girls and boys are participating 
in the sport.  Still there is time for more youth to 
participate, however if they have missed out on 
this opportunity they are still able to participate 
in many of the other programs that the Near 
Westside Development Corp. has for youth.  

The Chargers, Bears, Steelers, and the 
Tigers are the names that the youth made up 
as they are broken down in teams, and they are 
being trained by both men and women coaches 
to allow them to understand the diversities of 
life but as well to teach them the discipline of 
flag football, all while they are having fun.   

Michael Blair, former NFL player for the 
Greenbay Packers says “We are just doing 
what we love to do with the kids---it’s all about 
giving back to the community.”  Michael Blair 
was recruited to the Kansas city Chief’s NFL 
team but experienced a disappointment when he 
was dropped from football camp.  Although, he 
was released he continued to work harder and 
moved on to the next level in his life.  He says 
“Just to get there is not enough, but you have to 
work hard to stay there and that’s what I want 
to teach the youth--this is why I am currently 
known for my accomplishments with the 
Greenbay Packers.”  

Meschel Edwards one of the women 
coaches says “ I appreciate that this is co-ed 
football because it shows that women are equal 
and we can play sports just like men can--the 
young ladies are doing awesome, even better 
then some of the guys.”  Porcha Johnson-
Ferguson is the conditioning coach and says 
“Playing any sport is important for the kids to 
be apart of because it keep them out of trouble.”  
Porcha’s daughter Niajia is one of the female 
players and Niajai Manson who is 12 years old 
feels that playing football is a great sport and it 
keeps her in shape and it gives her something 
to do that is positive and different.  As Keshaun 
Perkins  who is a 12 year old male player feels 
that playing helps him to work hard and to never 
give up.  Being able to get the youth to committ 
is one thing but giving them something that they 
love to do permits them the ability to learn and 
have fun at the same time. 

Melvin Hall flag football and boxing coach 
feels that it is very important for programs like 
this to be a part of every community ongoing 
because it keeps youth out of trouble, constantly 
learning and having fun. This is one of the 
main reasons why Marques Sullivan plans 
to continue to push forward in order to make 
this flag foorball camp one that is ongoing and 
available to the youth throughout the year.   

To Contact Marques Sullivan For 
Youth Programming Call: Near West Side 
Community Development Corp., 216 S. Hoyne 
Ave. Chicago, IL 60612, Phone: (312) 738-2280

Marques Sullivan and the Flag Football Teams. Photo by Tali Bakhit Participants of  the Flag Football Teams. Photo by Tali Bakhit

 

 
   

For more information call New Evergreen Church at (773) 344-8046 
Or North Lawndale News at (312) 492-9090 

 

 

 
 

New Evergreen 
Community Outreach 

Come Grow With Us  
 

 

Alderman Michael Chandler,  
St. Anthony Hospital, 

North Lawndale News, & 
 New Genesis Pastors Alliance 

At Douglas Park 
On the corner of Ogden & Sacramento 

Welcome You and Your Entire Family To The 
Taste of 

North Lawndale Back To School Family 
Peace Fest 2011 

Saturday, August 27th (11 – 6:30pm) 
ALL FREE Free Sports and Games 

Free Rides & Horses 
Free School Physicals 
Free Massages 
Free Hair Cut 
Free School Supplies 
Free Prizes raffled off 
Free Gospel Music Concert 
Free Book Bags 
Free Gym Shoes 
FREE FOOD 
Vendor’s resources Clown Entertainment 
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NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

THE DEVIL’S DOUBLE (***)  “The Devil’s 
Double” is based on the incredible events and life 
of Latif Yahia, a family man living in Baghdad, 
1997 whose pick up and brought to a lavish 
palace by security for a meeting with Saddam 
Hussein’s sadistic “black prince” son”, Uday 
Hussein, a reckless and sick minded “ultimate 
party animal” with an unquenchable thirst for sex 
and violence and crazed with power and wealth
As this portrait of evil, debauchery and decadence, 
Uday is the closest embodiment of “Scarface of 
Arabia” who gives no choice to Latif who bears 
a striking resemblance to Uday who wants Latif 
to be to him what his father already has – a body 
double hired to act, walk and talk like him with 
few surgical, facial correction to create this twin 
brother effect.

Dominic Cooper gives a dynamic dual 
performance that is riveting and diverse 
inasmuch as this true story is compelling and 
shocking under Lee Tamahori’s direction

The story covers Latif’s observation, 
experiences and attempts to escape this mad man 
who has forced to forsaken his identity to take 
on his or  he lose his entire family that upon an 
initial escape Latif observes Uday’s gangster 
regime  watching over his family’s home.,

So Latif begins to take on a different approach 
when befriended by one of Uday’s seductive 
mistress, Sarrab who harbors a bitter secret 
against the man she only claims to do his sexual 
bidding. And there’s the education he received 
from Uday’s right hand” assistant, Munem 
whom Latif eventually can see his distain for the 
prince. Latif refers to Munem as a “good man in 
a bad joke”.

Also reassuring Latif’s fear is his unannounced 
meeting with Saddam Hussein to observe his son’s  
“handy work”. And then saying “Well, I’ve got 
three sons now” and personally warning Latif 
“not to ever do anything against the family”

With the country on the edge of war with 
Kuwait that Uday frantically blames for stealing 
their oil.  Latif does what he is told, but the more 
he sees in Uday, the more he must find a way to 
escape this madness. But each attempt becomes 
futile until Uday goes too far. 

When Uday threaten Latif his captive father 
who utters some potent words that leads no doubt 
what needed to be ultimately done to reclaim his 
identity and avenge his father.   Latif manages to 
escape and hook up with a Muslim guerilla group 
that have the opportunity of an assassination 
attempt on girl chasing Uday in the market 
square in a shootout with Uday’s men

Watching this film, one gets the sense there 
was much more that would be horrendous to see 
depicted here/. But we get enough that is implied. 
“The Devil’s Double” is an incredible story, a 
violent but not overly graphic or profane movie 
that under Cooper’s double duty performance 
makes this movie an absorbing and provocative  
film to watch. R; 108min. A Lionsgate Picture 
Release – Presented at selected theaters
RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES 
(**1/2) The latest installment provides a modern 
day origin that reboots this entry since the 2001 
Tim Burton/ Mark Wahlberg remake. Starting 
out in a familiar government support scientific 
project in San Francisco. 

James Franco plays the passionate scientist, 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

Will Rodman who has been developing a new 
cure serum for brain disorders. The serum 
named “ALZ 112” delivers amazing motor 
skill responses from a young female ape named 
“Bright Eyes”. 

But later it appears the ape is suddenly 
freaking out from the serum that might be causing 
the ape to wreck the lab. Until it’s realized 
too late (and not made clear to the moviegoer) 
when the animal was accidentally shot down for 
protecting its baby.

The incident has temporarily shut down the 
funding for the program run by administrative 
boss, Steven Jacobs (David Oyelowo) who 
orders Will to get rid of the apes. Instead, Will 
takers the infant simian to save its life. By living 
at his house where Will cares for his mentally ill 
father, Charles (John Lithgow) suffering with 
Alzheimer’s disease that adores the ape and 
names it “Caesar” who instantly begins to show 
higher intelligence at a faster rate than human 
growth patterns.

Caesar suffers an altercation trying to keep 
a neighbor’s kid from injuring herself that 
mistaken as a threat by the over-reacting father 
who becomes this film’s running joke for further 
run-ins with the ape. While Caesar is taken 
by Will to a nearby clinic for a minor wound 
attended by nurse, Caroline (Frieda Pinto) who 
becomes his love interest.    

Meanwhile, Will realize the mother must 
have transferred some of the serum into her baby 
during her pregnancy. So now Will thinks the 
serum might help his father and returns to the lab 
to steal a sample that he injects into his father.

The serum seems to restore Charles back 
to normal. Until Will notices Caesar’s slight 
assistance toward his father’s eating from the 
wrong end of the silverware. Will know his 
father’s health is deteriorating. He visits Jacobs 
at the lab to report his findings and desire to 
create better serum. That could be marketed to 
the general public.

Meanwhile, Will’s father accidentally 
becomes a “fender bender” wrecking that same 
neighbor’s cart that enrages Caesar to run out to 
protect the father from the neighbor in a violent 
confrontation.

Then this film makes a weak attempt as a 
social commentary.  When Will loses custody of 
the ape through a court order. 

Caesar goes from the comfort life to a 
new “caged” world as an animal control unit 
warehouse       

(Oddly enough only comprise with monkeys, 

chimps, orangutan, etc) 
run by John Landon 
(Brian Cox) and his cruel 
son, Dodge (Tom Felton)

At first, Caesar 
maintains his belief in 
his human caretaker he’s 
viewed an outsider by 
the simians and mistreats 
by Dodge that briefly 
makes Caesar not unlike 
the Paul Muni role in 
1932’s “I Am a Fugitive 
from a Chain Gang”.

Caesar easily 
symbolizes how the criminal system brutally and 
mental victimizes those offenders who are less 
than a threat to society. 

Because of its conditioning and treatment, 
those imprisoned eventually change. A case in 
point for Caesar whose put what he’s learned from 
human that enable to assume the leadership over 
all the apes in jail. So when Will bribe the animal 
control owner to release Caesar with money. 

Caesar declines to go home with Will. There 
begins the seed for the revolt for the apes to form 
a coalition, show like their human counterparts. 
There is strength in number when Caesar and 
the others  make their jailbreak from the animal 
control center and gather other monkeys, gorillas 
and apes from zoos to join forces to terrorize the 
city on the golden gate bridge. As they head for 
their natural sanctuary in the red woods forest 

There should have been more of this kind of 
social reflections and commentary within this 
script.

This would have made the movie closer to the 
vision of the book author Pierre Boulle’s vision 
on race relations. Perhaps another Hollywood 
example on how blacks are substituted by animals 
in what could have been more socially topical as 
it is entertaining. Even if this film is intended to 
show these futures apes as a mirror to how we are 
today and treat each other.

The perspective this film intends to offer might 
get lost to how we can’t decide. Because of how 
this movie seems to “wink at us’. We can’t tell if 
this movie is meant as a joke on us or not. Through 
the Franco’s performance to the way this film dots 
itself with references to the original “Ape” movie.

The apes reach their destination here; maybe 
we see our destination in the sequel. In some 
ways “Rise” is better than director Tim Burton 
‘s remake, because its done with that  leap of 
faith into the present day looking toward the 
future in this possibly rebooted movie franchise 
to a world eventually turned upside down by its 
inhabitants from both species PG-13; 110min. A 
20th Century Fox Pictures Release – Presented 
at selected theaters
THE CHANGE UP (**1/2)  Jason Bateman and 
Ryan Reynolds switch their character life style 
roles by mistake in this familiar comedy remise 
that serves much of its humor with a raunchier 
edge that can be more gross and ridiculous than 
funny. 

A movie by its premise that intentionally 
sounds familiar because of the “old switcheroo” 
formula that one might recall back such films as 
“Freaky Friday’ to recent variations with “Like 
Father, Like Son”, and “17 Again”

Childhood friends since third grade now 
adults living different lifestyles; Dave Lockwood 
(Jason Bateman) is a married man who juggles 
being a workaholic lawyer on the verge of a firm 
partnership promotion. 

While being  sensitive enough (women like 
that stuff in a man!) to being “Mr. Mom” to 
handle the 2 am crying sessions of  the twin babies 
and attend her daughter’s school play. As the 
understanding yet neglected wife, Jaimie (Leslie 
Mann) takes up the rear.

Dave’s best friend, Mitch Planko (Ryan 
Reynolds) is the handsome yet struggling actor 
whose a crass talker and girl-hopping , snob living 
bachelor with an estranged relationship with his 
father (Alan Arkin () who secretly wants him to 
attend his wedding 

The friends get together for a night out of 
drinking. When they happen to relief themselves 
in what turns out to be magical fountain. In their 
drunken condition, they compliment each other on 
what they envy about the other’s life. 

Until they utter the same words “I wish I had 
your life” in unison that makes the fountain grant 
their wish by switching their characters from 
their bodies. Reynolds’ characters like Bateman’s 
character and vice versa.

Now the dilemma unfolds as each side 
discovers how difficult it is to live in the other’s life. 
And of course, there is the hilarity ensues. When 
the duo try to return to the site of the “switcheroo”. 
They discover the city has relocated the fountain 
that they have to track down somewhere.

Meanwhile Dave and Mitch has to assume 
each other’s obligations and responsibilities that 
ruffles against who they really are When each has 
to do the other’s important appointment.  

With Bateman’s regular outward appearance 
struck with Reynolds’ character’s less refined 
demeanor and ditto for Reynolds stuck with 
Bateman’s more reserved and proper attitude. 

Reynolds has top somehow act through a low 
porno film. While Bateman disrupts an important 
merger board meeting. Where he develops the 
“hots” for straight laced executive, Sabrina (Olivia 
Wilde) who obvious likes “bad boys” and helps 
him change his work ethic

But the light serious moments emerge when 
each begins to learn what’s wrong with the other. 
Dave has already being the responsible one who 
works hard to obtain his “American Dream” life 
without ever enjoying himself. While Mitch has 
always been a quitter whose never commit or 
completed anything.

Therefore the film resolves its character’s 
plight within them, through discovering their 
faults from the ‘body double” experience, which 
eventually helps Dave and Mitch resolve their 
differences and personal strife.

So it is safe to say that “The Change Up” 
starts off raunchy, but ends up cute that women  
will appreciate its moral attempt better than men, 
The film tries too late with its s\dramatic gestures 
through the key characters to be about something 
more than a batch of toilet humor. When the 
film almost succeeds on the screen chemistry 
of Reynolds and Bateman that provides the 
difference than its shock –and- show humor of its 
script. R. 110min. A Universal Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters

Planet of the Apes

Marshall High School Alumni Picnic cont’d from page

Marshall Alumni taking vote for naming football field and park 
after favorite Darrly Stingley who attended Marshall and was 
paralyzed in a 1978 NFL football game but still gave back to the 
community despite his tragedy.

NLCN photographer Calvin Muhummad (green T-shirt) with Marshall 
Alumni relative at Alumni picnic

Marshall Alumni pose for NLCN at Alumni picnic while 
enjoying and greeting old friends.
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THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of 
my units have heat included and some 
have no security. 3506 W. Huron and 
2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 2133 
W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 4 
bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 
W. Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 
4 bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

3BR, total rehab, ceramic tile, 
hardwood floors, new appls. Walking 
distance of Pink line train, Pulaski & 
Cermak (22nd Street). For more info 
call 312-380-9606.
NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage 
greystone building, newly renovated 
2 and 4 bdrm apts, hrdwd floors, 
ceiling fans and jacuzzi. Completely 
remodeled kitchen cabinets, counter 
tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent and 
sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-
6911.

2 ROOMS FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th 
& Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call 
(773) 885-0968

APT FOR RENT - 2 flat 2 bdrm - 
1st floor apt in Austin area, hardwood 
floors in living rm, dining rm and 
bdrms, ceramic floor in kitchen and 
bath, new kitchen cabinets, new 
counter top and double stainless steel 
sink, enclosed back porch, near green 
line, 1 mo rent + security, call 708-
539-1730 or 773-627-7650

HELP WANTED

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. Utilities includedl Men 
preferred. (773) 557-9421

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1250 Call 
(773) 505-3642

ROOMS FOR
RENT

Woman for live-in position in 
Wisconsin. Cleaning, cooking and 
helping with personal affairs, all 
expenses paid including food and 
lodging, call  920-206-1654

With no bank financing !!! Reasononable down payment and a monthly payment 
of $1000 will get you today in todays beautiful four bdrm and 2 bathrm home 
in a great quiet block in the heart of North Lawndale area. Call Esther today at 
773 934-3706, Features great kitchen with granite counter top, 42 inch kitchen 
cabinet beautiful custom tiles and stainless steel appliances, spacious master 
bdrom, two beautiful bathroom with custom vanities, tiles, and fixtures, a well 
manicured backyard, and very close to shopping malls, walking distance to pink 
line and very close to downtown and Interstate 290 call Esther at 773 534-3706. 

You can own this home today!!!

Great Home For Sale!!!
BEAUTIFUL 1ST FLR APT w/ 
large basement attached. Hardwood 
floors, Modern Fixtures, Dish Washer. 
3 bedrooms/2 ba. Washer & Dryer. Or 
2 bedroom w hardwood floors, Modern 
fixtures & Dishwasher.  Available Aug 1.  
(773) 814-6896

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Rioosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

WE WANT TO HELP VETERANS
WHO NEED EMPLOYMENT

BRING DD214 and/or RESUME 

WE WILL HELP YOU FIND JOBS AVAILABLE and 
ENTREPRENEUR OPPORTUNITIES

AT THE
VETERANS MULTI-PURPOSE EMPLOYMENT CENTERVETERANS MULTI-PURPOSE EMPLOYMENT CENTER

1211 S. WESTERN AVENUE, SUITE 203                                                    
CHICAGO, IL. 60608

COMPUTER TRAINING PROVIDED FREE TO VETERANS
SPONSORED BY THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

(312) 492-9090                                        ASK FOR: ABU
VETERANS FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS-FRIDAY’S at 2:00P

www.nlcn.orgwww.nlcn.org

4 ROOM APT FOR RENT located 
near 2300 S. Kostner. Paid Utilities. 
$800/mo plus 1 month security. Call 
773-762-2748 - Willie Satterfield

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

Farragut from front 
page

Members of the C.U.T. tumbling team. Photo by Calvin Muhammad

Despite the July 2011 rainfall 
breaking all records in history 
for the Chicago area, it did not 
stop nor impair the  22nd Annual 
Farragut Alumni Event which 
turned out to be a great sunny day. 
What an event it turned out to be 
for the Farragut Alumni and the 
community in Douglas Park. The 
alumni “adjusted to the situation 
and with their grills and tents to 
within Douglas Park”(Sacramento 
&Ogden aves.) said one committee 
member.                                                                                                             

The event started off as just a 
picnic with a few grills in 1989, 
organized by Pres. Jeanne Keller 
Farragut H.S. Class of 1966, and a 
few close friends. 

The Farragut Alumni filled  up 
the house or should I say park, but 
it's not unusual to hear someone 
say, “I went to Crane high school, 

I went to Marshall high school, 
I went to Cregier or I went to 
Harrison high school. It’s always 
good to see someone you went 
to school with. it has turned out 
to be  some precious years. We 
all had more in common than we 

really realized, said one jubilant 
Alumni member.  Some attendees 
came across the country to attend 
the like William (Wayne) Cowly a 
veteram  police officer in Dallas, 
Texas. I’ll SEE YOU ALL NEXT 
YEAR!!!!!!! 

PUSH-Excel cont’d from front  page

Reps, and others about the 
importance of education and a 
unified collaboratiion to get youth to 
school on the first day.

Rev. Jackson highlighted two 
pledges, one for parents and one 
for students. The parents pledge 
has seven points of action and the 
students pledge has five points 

Student pledge: I will...
• Attend school daily and strive for 

excellence in all that I do;
• Respect the authority of my parents 

and teachers
• Study three hours each night 

withoout interruptions from 

anything or anyone’
• Read each day; and 
• Complete all classroom and 

homework assignment
Parent pledge: I will...

• Take my child to school 
• Meet my child’s teacher
• Exchange phone numbers  with my 

child’s teacher
• Turn off the TV three hours a night  

so my child may study
• Pick up my child’s report card  each 

grading period
• Take my child to church, temple, or  

synagague
• Fight for equal adequate funding 

for public education
Also in attendance was Illinois 
State 5th Senator Annazette Collins, 
10th District State Rep LaShawn K. 
Ford and State Rep Derrick Smith 
and Police Superintendent Garry 
McCarthy
PUSH-Excell will be hosting a back 
to school rally and school supply 
giveaway on Saturday August 6 from 
8:00 to 12:00pm. at 930 W. 50th 
Street.
For more information on Operation  
Push please call 773 373-3366 
or vistion their website at www.
pushexcel.org.

Educators, political leaders, organizational leaders, the Chicago police dept, took photo at the end of meeting on Education.



          The North Lawndale Community News      August 4 - August  10, 2011Page 8

NEED A
 JOB! 

Make Com
puters 

Work for Y
ou!

Get Educ
ated 

Get A Job
 

Use the I
nternet

Move into t
he 21st 

Move into t
he 21st 

CALL 312-492-9090 FOR MORE INFORMATION

           REGISTER NOW!!!
                                   Free to participants on  xed incomes
                                    such as public assistance, social 
                                           security, unemployed etc. 

                                                     Proof of income required

JOB TRAINING COMPUTER WORKSHOPS

CLASSES OF THE WEEK
FRI AUG. 5 

EXCEL LEVEL I

SAT AUG. 6
WORD LEVEL I

CLASSES STARTING
NEXT WEEKNEXT WEEK
FRI AUG. 10 

POWERPOINT LEVEL I

FRI AUG. 12
BASIC COMPUTER LITERACY

                                                  
SAT AUG. 13

WORD LEVEL IIWORD LEVEL II


