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On Monday August 15th, 
11 young board members of the, 
newly formed (4 months), Greater 
Lawndale Black Chamber Of 
Commerce came together in unity 
to begin a great movement in the 

HISTORIC BEGINNING
The Greater Lawndale Black Chamber Of Commerce 

North Lawndale area. 
These passionate 

entrepreneurs sponsored a 
networking barbecue at the 
New Pine Valley Restaurant 
owned by Louise Harper on 16th See Commerce page 6

a positive event.  Although, a 
few other elected officials were 
invited. Chairman of the board 
Creative Scott says that he is 
looking forward to working very 
closely with them and seeing them 
at the next event.    

What was once an empty 
void according to the Chamber of 
Commerce residing in the North 
Lawndale area, a group of young  
and older concerned residents of 
the North Lawndale area decided 
to create what is now the Greater 
Lawndale Black Chamber Of 
Commerce.  In order to reach out 
to the community, the leadership, 
and business owners within the 
community,  the board members 
decided that they were sick and 
tired of being sick and tired, and 
while coming up with the brilliant 
plan to start the Chamber of 
Commerce.

Rep. Arthur Turner, Jr. says 

and Pulaski, bringing together 
community, leadership, and local 
business owners.  Over 300 people 
showed up to find out what this 
event was all about, even several 
elected leaders.  

Among the leadership was 
State Representative Arthur 
Turner Jr., State Representative 
LaShawn Ford, and Commissioner 
Robert Steele, who all seemed 
very excited to be a part of such 

82ND ANNUAL BUD BILLIKEN PARADE

See more photos page 8

Governor Quinn signs bills Promoting 
Healthy Eating Habits for Kids at Bud 
Billiken Parade

North Lawndale Community News 
Publisher Isaac lewis Jr, speaks with 
Congressman Danny K. Davis during 
the parade about the impact of poverty Singer R. Kelly joins in the festivities at the parade with 

news anchor Tamron Hill

Mayor Emanuel Former Ald. Ed Smith, State Sen. Annazette Collins 
and Ald. Jason Ervin marching in the parade

82nd Annual Bud Billiken Parade King and Queen

NLCN publisher, Isaac speaking with Rev Al 
Sharpton about poverty

State Rep (9th Dist) Art Turner Jr speaking to Audience. State Rep (8th Dist) LaShawn K. Ford enroute to speak to Audience.

Senator Mattie Hunter, 2nd ward Alderman Bob 
Fioretti, Atty. Deidre Baumann and State Rep. Art 
Turner Jr.
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, David Schultz, Mary Moran, 
David Tenario, Guillermo Martinez
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: 
Advertising Consultant: 
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, John Ray Lewis, 
Gregory Patterson, and Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distrib-
uted weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 

Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $25.00 for 3 
months. $45.00 for 6 months  $75.00 for 1 year 

$125 for 2 years
For Advertisement Rates 

and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicated 
work and support of the community, and was made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 
The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 
Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of 
Education (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois 
Depart of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through 
Sate Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 
National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 
readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started with 
a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now 
known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation, 
and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council 
is a third party agency that audits 
and verifies our circulation which 
is currently at 15,000 issues per 

publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date September 15, 2011
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

CEILING FAN
(Installation)

$50
HARRISON ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS
Licensed & Insured
(773) 216-6474

Full Electrical Services
Outside Lighting

Outside Outlets
Also Doorbells

Black & White 
Prints - 10 cents each

 Black & White 
Copies - 10 cents 

Each 
Color Prints - 35 

cents each
Color Copies - 35 
cents Each copies

Bulk Rate Discounts Available

CALL                     
312 492-9090
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At their headquarters, the Rainbow 
PUSH Coalition gave away free book bags 
packed with school supplies during its 
annual Back to School Rally and School 
Supplies Give-Away, which was held on 
August 6. 

Though registration started at 8:30 a.m., 
the rally officially began at 10 a.m. at 930 E. 
50th Street. A large crowd of Track-E school 
students and their parents showed up for the 
event, waiting for their chance to obtain the 
supplies they need. But before they received 
their supplies, the group of parents and 
children sat at the auditorium and listened to 
a few words from Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
legendary civil rights activist and founder 
of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, and a few 
other speakers. Each speaker discussed the 
importance of education with the audience.

After the speakers spoke, a lined filled 
with anxious students and parents formed 
from the front of the stage to the back of 
the auditorium. A huge commotion formed 
as each student took their turn to pick up a 
book bag. The area was filled with chatter. 
Members of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition 
served as security to maintain order among 
the crowd. While students picked up 
their bags, Jackson spoke with television 
reporters who were covering the event.

Shante Needham, one of the parents, 
felt that the event is vital because it shows 
that the politicians and adults “do care 
for them”. She considers Jackson to be an 
“awesome man of God.” She found the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson’s words “very empowering.” 
Her kids received folders, paper, pencils, 
and other supplies in their book bags.

Those who picked up their book bags 
handed in a card that included their name, 
their parents’ name, their address, their 

phone number and their e-mail address. 
The cards were attached to another card 
that contained a student pledge and a parent 
pledge. The pledges, which were created 
by Jackson, were designed to help students 
gain a good education. The student pledge 
is:

I will…
1. Attend school daily and strive for 

excellence in all that I do;
2. Respect the authority of my parents and 

teachers;
3. Study three hours each night without 

interruptions from anything or anyone;
4. Read each day; and
5. Complete all classroom and homework 

assignments.
The parent pledge is:
I will…

1. Take my child to school
2. Meet my child’s teacher
3. Exchange phone numbers with my 

child’s teacher
4. Turn off the TV three hours a night so 

my child may study
5. Pick up my child’s report card each 

grading period
6. Take my child to church, temple or 

synagogue
7. Fight for equal adequate funding for 

public education 
Angela Smith, one of the volunteers that 

helped during the event, she that the pledge 
is used to motivate students and parents. 
When asked if people will follow the pledge, 
she said, “40 percent will, 60 won’t.” She 
wants more parents to be involved in their 
kids’ education. She mentioned that the 
event “prepares children for getting a good 
head start for back to school and also trying 
to get the parents more involved.” The goal 

of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition is to have 
50,000 people or more agree to the parent 
pledge.

Jackson believes that some parents do 
not get involved in their children’s education 
because they are either too busy working 
or they are “too young to appreciate the 
significance of education for their children 
because they don’t have it.” He urges parents 
to take the time to get more involved in their 
children’s education. “Strong minds make 
strong change,” he said while discussing 
the importance of education. He considers 
education to be “a weapon for change.” He 
mentioned that 500 book bags were given 
away during the event.

Judge Greg Mathis, star of the WCIU 
show “Judge Mathis,” also made an 
appearance to lend his support. His barber 
and several other barbers provided haircuts 
to the students in the library of the building. 
Dr. Julianne Malveaux, president of PUSH 
Excel, was also a part of the event.

The Rainbow PUSH will have another 
rally and school supplies give-away on 
August 20.

After the rally, the Rainbow Excel 
Basketball League held its Appreciation 
and Recognition Day, a day that celebrates 
the Rainbow Excel Basketball League and 
the children who participated in it, at the 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition headquarters. The 
event featured—amongst other things—a 
spoken word from Melanie L. Brown and a 
few remarks from Jackson.

During the event, children and their 
parents feasted on sandwiches, cookies and 
other goodies while listening to the event’s 
speakers as they provided words that were 
designed to inspire children to work hard 
and be the best that they can be. 

Rainbow PUSH Coalition Provides School Supplies, 
Book Bags to Students during Back to School Event

Nicholas Short

Chicago Public Schools today reported 
generally mixed, flat or declining scores 
on the 2011 Prairie State Achievement 
Exam (PSAE), an annual test administered 
mainly to high school juniors. The test 
shows only 7.9% of those students meeting 
college readiness benchmarks with the 
overall district composite declining by 1 
percentage point over last year. 

The preliminary results underline the 
need for a new approach to teaching and 
learning that emphasizes the priorities 
set by the District’s administration, CPS 
officials said.

 “Our mission is clear: to ensure 
that every child has access to a world-
class education and that our graduates are 
college and career ready,” said CPS CEO 
Jean-Claude Brizard. “These results show 
we have work to do in pursuit of these 
goals. Our teachers are working hard 
to provide their students with a quality 
education based on all the tools at their 
disposal, but those tools are not enough. 
Students need more time in the classroom 
with their teachers and that time needs to 
be best used to boost student achievement. 
These results, coupled with a high school 
graduation rate of 57 percent and only 
31 percent of eighth graders on track for 
college readiness, clearly show that our 
students can no longer afford to have the 
shortest school day and year in the country.” 

 Preliminary data from the PSAE 
show a 1 percentage point decline in the 
PSAE composite of students meeting or 
exceeding standards to 28.3. Declining 
meeting/exceeding year-over-year scores 
were also seen in sub-categories of the 
PSAE: down 2 percentage points in reading 
and 1.5 percentage points in science. Math 

mostLy FLat and deCLining high sChooL test resuLts undersCore 
need For more time on task and extended sChooL day For students

was the only subcategory of the PSAE that 
saw growth. Math meeting/exceeding rose .6 
percentage points.

 On the ACT, a component of the PSAE, 
the average composite score declined .1 scale 
score point to 17.2. The percentage of students 
scoring 20 or higher on ACT, the score 
indicating minimum proficiency for college 
enrollment, rose by .1 percentage points and 
the percentage of students meeting college 
readiness benchmarks on all ACT subjects 
tests rose .7 percentage points. Other results 
within the ACT and accompanying Work 
Keys test were mixed.

 The test results also show a widening 
of the achievement gap between minority 
and white students meeting college readiness 
benchmarks on the ACT, but a slight narrowing 
in meeting or exceeding state standards.

 The generally flat or mixed results 
emphasize the importance of the priorities 
already established by his administration, 
Brizard said: more time on task for students, 
an extended school day and school year, 
hiring, developing and supporting outstanding 
teachers, and empowering school principals.

 In 2011-12, CPS will begin working with 
schools on the launch of the new Common Core 
Standards in literacy and mathematics. The 
new standards describe what students should 
know and be able to do at every grade level 
so that students graduate college and career 
ready. The District is also aligning its PreK 
through 12th grade instructional framework 
through a new network/collaborative structure 
in order to move that agenda forward.

 The preliminary PSAE scores also 
follow release earlier this summer of eighth 
grade EXPLORE test results, which showed 
that 31 percent of eighth grade students met 
college readiness benchmarks in reading and 

20 percent in math.
 Average ACT composite scores for CPS 

students have risen only about 1 scale score 
point in 10 years and remain well short of the 
benchmark. That trend line is unacceptable, 
Brizard said.

 Within the overall 2011 PSAE results:
n      The composite showed 28.3 percent 

of students meeting or exceeding standards, 
down 1 percentage point from 2010 results.

o   In reading, 30.9 percent hit the meets/
exceeds benchmark, down 2 percentage points 
from 2010.

o   In math, the meets/exceeds was 29.4 
percent, up 0.6 percentage points.

o   In science, 24.6 percent met/exceeded 
standards, down 1.5 percentage points.

n      The percentage of students exceeding 
standards also declined by .5 percentage points 
to 3 percent.

 College and Workforce Readiness: 
n      The 2011 composite showed that 7.9 

percent of test takers met college readiness 
benchmarks in all subjects compared to 7.2 
percent in 2010. ACT establishes college 
readiness benchmarks for each subject based 
on likelihood of success in first-year college 
coursework.

n      In 2011, 37.2 percent of test takers 
obtained a Work Keys score of 5 or higher in 
reading. In math, 36.7 percent of test takers 
earned a 5 or higher, which approximates 
workforce readiness in both subjects. In 2010, 
the percentages were 44.5 percent in reading 
and 36.8 percent in math.

 Included in 2011 ACT results:
n      The District composite increased by 

0.1 percentage point over 2010. In reading, 
27.8 percent of students scored 20 or higher 
(up 1.3); in math 26.1 percent (up 2.4); 33.3 
percent in science (up 1.0); and 29.3 percent 

in English (down 1.3).
n      The ACT average composite score 

was 17 in reading, 17.7 in math, 17.6 in 
science and 16.4 in English. The year-over-
year results were flat in math and science; 
reading and English scores declined by .3 
and .4 percentage points respectively.

n      A score of 20 is the bar which many 
colleges set as the minimum for acceptance 
of applicants.

 Regarding the achievement gap:
n      The achievement gap widened 

for African-American and Hispanic 
students as measured by students meeting 
college readiness benchmarks on the ACT 
by 1.4 percentage points to 29.0% and 0.3 
percentage points to 25.7%, respectively.

n      From 2010 to 2011, the achievement 
gap narrowed between African-American 
and white students as measured by 
students meeting or exceeding standards 
by 1.3 percentage points to 42.1 and by 
2.5 percentage points to 30.9 for Hispanics 
compared to white students.

 Within the overall scores, some 
schools did stand out for their year-over-
year improvements. Lindblom High School 
showed a gain of 12.7 percentage points (to 
76.8 percent) in the PSAE meets/exceeds 
category. 

Uplift High School showed a 1.4 scale 
score increase on the ACT from 2010, from 
15.5 to 16.9. Lindblom went from 21 to 22.3. 

 Progress was also seen at turnarounds. 
PSAE scores in meets/exceeds more than 
doubled at Phillips (4.7-11.7 percent) and 
Harper High Schools (5.3-12.1 percent). 
Marshall and Phillips both showed 1-point 
increases in their ACTs. CPS turnarounds 
showed a 3.0 percentage point increase in 

Determined to showcase the 
positive side to their turbulent west side 
neighborhoods, a group of students have 
planned a Family Festival scheduled for 
Saturday, August 20th from 12 – 5 p.m. at 
3415 W. Arthington on the Homan Square 
campus in North Lawndale.  Families in west 
side neighborhoods often face challenges, 
including violence, drugs, and gangs, and 
the Festival offers them the opportunity to 
gather safely to have fun together.

Planning for the festival began in 
January when Holy Family Ministries 
received a $15,000 grant from the Advocate 
Bethany Community Health Fund, and 
a portion of the grant was dedicated to 
piloting a youth-led project that promotes 
peace in their neighborhood. 

Holy Family Jr. High middle school 
students joined with neighboring Power 
House High School and North Lawndale 
College Prep students to form the Youth 
Promoting Peace planning team.  The team 
was on a mission to advance peace, and 
chose to sponsor a festival where children 
and their families can enjoy a peaceful 
afternoon of family fun.  

Activities include a bouncy house, DJ, 
face painting, a talent show, and carnival 
games.  Admission to the Family Festival is 
free, but children must be accompanied by 
an adult for entry.

youth PLan 
FamiLy FestivaL
Festival Promotes Peace 

in North Lawndale
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Malachi 3vs6 states: I am The Lord I 
Change Not; To all those theologians and jack 
legged preachers who consider themselves 
smarter than The Lord and have no problem 
standing up before congregations and telling 
them their interpretations I ask the question 
how many ways can you interpret I Change 
Not? The next question I ask is why a God 
who says I Change Not in Malachi and in 
Proverbs 24 vs. 21 have the writer state: 
My son fear thou The Lord and the king 
and meddle not with them that are given to 
change. Turn around and send his son and 
have his son change everything (nail all the 
rules to the cross). Let’s Word Up.

First I would like to state that World –
Up is a Bible based article and strictly tries 
to avoid my opinion if you believe in the 
bible fine if you don’t fine but please don’t 
say you believe in the bible and turn around 
and act as though some preacher or yourself 
has more sense than The Lord, don’t add 
nothing to it and don’t take nothing away 
from it. Second God is not a politician and 
is not out to win popularity contests his only 
concerns are the same yesterday today and 
forever which is why his true servants where 
always persecuted the same as his son was, 
Remember he did say if they persecuted him 
they would persecute you also. Last I wont 
be able to write all the scriptures because of 
space but if there are any questions e-mail 
and I will let you know the scriptures that’s 
Word;

I submit to you that Jesus did not 
Change any of The Lords rules from the 
Old Testament and that includes from The 
Sabbath to what one should and should 
not eat,. Matthew 5 vs 17-18 states Think 
not that I am come to destroy The Law or 
the prophets I am not come to destroy but 
to fulfill. For verily I say unto you , Till 
Heaven and Earth Pass not one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise Pass from The Law 
till all be fulfilled I don’t know what planet 
some of these preachers are on but the last 
time I looked up from earth heaven and 
earth were still here. We can not let some 
intellectual elegant speaker remove us from 
the simplicity of Christ 2nd Corinthians 11vs 
3 states But I fear, least by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty so 
your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ.

Well we must ask ourselves what was it 
that Christ did? Hebrews 10 vs4-5 states; For 
it is not possible that the blood of bulls and 
of goats should take away sins. Wherefore 
when he cometh into the world he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not but 
a body thou hast prepared me; You see Christ 
fulfilled The Law of Sacrifice but don’t get 
caught up in the hype of believing he only 
fulfilled it on the cross, you see he had to be 
a living sacrifice to Qualify for The Cross a 
lamb without spot nor blemish the Lamb of 
God to Take away the sins of the world. The 
bible definition of sin is transgression of the 
law. If you were caught speeding andJesus 
stepped in and accepted your ticket (died for 
you) Certainly you would not drive off and 
speed again. That is why there is no way to 
The Father except through The Son not sun. 
Remember If We Don’t Read The Book We 
Lose The Lesson Word Up!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

WORD - UP: 
the worLd 
keePs on 
Changing!

Calvin Crayton

Once a tattoo artist, Bill says he is 
now on the streets of Chicago begging 
for money because of his drug use. He 
calls his daily 4 to 6 hours of begging...
his job. Most people would not think of 
the routine of begging as their job, but for 
Bill, that exactly how he sees it. 

“I had my own shops but drugs have 
been a problem,” he said while holding a 
large, worn out piece of cardboard with 
writing on it—the writing was a plea for 
help. When we talked to Bill, he claimed 
that in the last twenty years, no one had 
called him by his real name; everyone 
refers to him by his nick name (which we 
are withholding to protect his identity).

Brought up in the catholic family, 
41-year-old Bill has been in the streets 
for ten years. He said that being on the 
streets makes it difficult for him to get off 
heroin, which seemed to be the root of his 
problems. “Drugs have been my major 
problem,” he said. 

As we talked with Bill he seemed 
genuine and did not hold anything back, 
answering all our questions, even eager 
to tell his story. He appeared tired of 
his ‘lifestyle’ in the streets in the city’s 
Austin neighborhood, living in an 
abandon building, having had only one 
shower this year. Not blaming anyone 
or anything except himself. The tone 
from our conversation with Bill was one 
of not being a victim for being in tough 
circumstances. He seemed like a gentle 
giant, standing over 6 feet tall.

He has been on a rollercoaster, 
jumping on and off the wagon for 25 years. 
And despite the difficulties of getting off 
drugs, he is still trying to get clean. He 
recently received his birth certificate—
with help from his mother—and he is 
trying to get his social security card so 
he can get an I.D. Getting an I.D. will 
allow him to get into a Medicaid program 
and get the help he needs. “I can’t do it 
cold turkey” he said. He has been a part 
of every program, including state funded 
programs and private programs. He also 
went out of state to get clean and have also 
tried the Salvation Army.

Bill, who also has a son, wants to 

BILL’S STORY
Nicholas Short and Guillermo Martinez

change. “I’m a good person. I don’t like to 
hurt my family. I want to be a dad again. 
I want to be a brother, a son, a friend,” he 
said. He adds that he does not want to spend 
his time “hustling every day, all day.” But 
that is exactly what he does every day and 
admits he has mad poor choices in life.

His girlfriend—who is the mother of 
his child—was in the street with him as a 
prostitute. But she was able to get her life 
together by going to anti-drug meetings. 
Now she is a manager at an Olive Garden 
and bought a house. “The difference 
between her and me…she was making a 
conscious effort everyday to stay clean by 
going to those meetings,” he said. He wants 
to follow in her footsteps and stay sober. 
Even though he does not prefer to go to anti-
drug meetings, he knows that the alternative 
is to stay on the streets and beg for money 
and claims he will keep trying to clean up. 

He revealed that he moved a lot as a 
kid—he went through 20 schools. As a kid, 
he had to deal with ridicule for other kids. 
Eventually, he got into the punk rock scene. 
He joined a group of “skinheads” because 
they were a group that no one wanted to 
mess with and he wanted to belong to a 
group. Soon he got into drugs.

He refuses to hold anyone else 
responsible others for his problems. “I don’t 
really want to blame anyone because I made 
the decision,” he said.

Describing what it’s like to be poor, he 
discussed how he eats out of garbage cans 
and suffers from sores on his body. His teeth 
are falling apart. He also has hepatitis B and 
C. To get clean, he washed up using fire 
hydrants and bathrooms. “I took one shower 
this year. One shower,” he said. He has used 
the bathroom outside “like an animal,” which 
is “degrading” to him. He has used an indoor 
bathroom once in the past two weeks.

He said that people treat him terribly. 
They don’t want anything to do with him. 
He is not allowed in restaurants and stores. 
When he walks past people driving in their 
cars, they lock their car doors. He said he 
understands why people alienate him. “I’m 
one of the good bad guys. I mean, I got my 
problems, but I’m not a criminal. A lot of 
these people are, and that’s what scares 

these people,” he said. 
But in the past he used to steal. He 

broke into a house to steal a bike and got 
arrested. Bill spent 15 years in jail for 
stealing, breaking and entering and drug 
possession.

He said it will be difficult trying to 
find a job because of his record and his 
appearance—he is wearing worn out 
clothes and is covered in tattoos. It is also 
difficult, he added, to obtain an I.D. “you 
need I.D. to get an I.D,” he said.

The last time he spoke with his mom 
was two months ago. She told him not 
to speak with her again until he is in a 
program. “She’s willing to be there for me 
as long as I’m doing the right thing,” he 
said. He added that, when he was in jail, 
his mother was relieved because being in 
jail meant that he was not dead in an alley 
with a needle in his arm.

On average, he said, he is able to 
receive $80 a day. On a worst day he 
received $40 or $50 in a day. 

In addition to his drug problems, his 
tattoo equipment was stolen. “Somebody 
had stolen all of my equipment, so I had no 
way to take care of myself,” he said. Two 
thousand dollars worth of equipment was 
stolen from him about a year ago.

Poverty’s impact is harsh. For some, 
bad decisions over many years bring on 
some of life’s hardest realities. People like 
Bill, we believe, need intensive treatment 
and alternative activities to help them beat 
their addiction. Most important, Bill cannot 
be trusted to be alone and stay out of the drug 
scene. He will require constant, 24-hour, 
7 days a week human monitoring to keep 
him from using drugs once he completes an 
inpatient drug treatment program.

It appeared in the few minutes we 
spoke to Bill that he felt sub-human in 
the manner people reacted to him and his 
appearance. Is this one of the results of 
poverty, whether from bad choices people 
make or otherwise? We will seek answers 
to these and other questions as they relate 
to poverty’s impact…to people...families...
communities... businesses’ and others.

Comments, questions, suggestions: 
Isaacl@nlcn.org or nlcn1@yahoo.com.

Lawndale Community
Daycare Center

1800 S. Lawndale Avenue
773-257-0497 - 773-257-0499 fax

NOW ENROLLING
Open 6am - 6pm - 2 yrs.-6yrs.
No Co-payment for 3 months!

Parents must meet the following 
requirements:

* WORKING
* IN SCHOOL/TRAINING PROGRAM

~ FUN ~ FUN ~ FUN ~
LICENSED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

ADVERTISE WITH THE NORTH 
LAWNDALE COMMUNTY NEWS!

FOR MORE INFO CALL 312/492-9090!
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 The K-Town Historic District is 
bounded by Pulaski Road, Cermak Road, 
Kostner Avenue and Cullerton Street and 
was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places by The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation on September 9, 2010. 
Local block clubs and concerned neighbors 
within the district formed a committee that 
would address the importance of community 
awareness. 

Our first of future walking tours 
was held on Saturday July 23, 2011. The 
concept of the walking tour was to provide 
an overview of the district’s remarkable 

Celebrating History and Cultivating the Future

architectural heritage, and discuss the 
neighborhood’s distinctive social evolution. 
The committee’s goal in this event was 
to bring awareness to maintaining and 
redeveloping the entire historic district 
through safety, beautification, information 
and marketing, so that we can continue to 
work with the community effectively. 

Construction of the area spans from 
1901 to 1931.The tour began and ended 
in Unity Garden located on 19th Street 
between Kostner and Kildare. To enhance 
and bring excitement to the tour, beautiful 
t-shirts displaying a sketch of the buildings 

were sold to the attendees. Tawanna Calvin 
was the tour guide. The walking tour 
highlighted the building styles; intimate 
history of past and present residents; 
some of the Chicago’s brightest musical 
talent from this area; transformation of the 
neighborhood through block clubs; and the 
distinctive transportation routes. The use of 
stories and information based on factual and 
referenced sources, enhanced participants 
experience and captured their attention 
and imagination. During the walk, tourists 
demonstrated a great since of pride for this 
community. Some of the residents came out 
on their front porches to greet everyone. In 
return they were provided with some history 
of their property and block. They were 
also invited to participate with the work 
of the K-Town historic district committee. 
Alderman Michael Chandler stopped by to 
greet everyone and take some pictures. We 
made a trip to meet Ms. Amilee Cruishank, 

who is 106 years old and a long-term 
resident. On this hot summer day, some of 
the block clubs were so gracious to provide 
cold water and Gatorade. We visited the John 
Hus Memorial building, which is presently 
Greater St. Paul A.M.E. church. Last year 
the church was performing some interior 
construction and discovered a locked room 
that held some very well preserved Czech 
documents and photos dating back 75 to 80 
years. The overall tour provided interesting 
finds and photos that made the event a 
success. We ended with refreshments in 
Unity Garden and we look forward to our 
next walking tour. 

* The walking tour video can be viewed 
at the on the web at http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=eBOYfwnhc28 

* To contact the K-Town Historic 
District committee email us at k_town@
earthlink.net 

Garfield Park Little 
League played host to 
over 300 L.L. players 
with League play and 
the hosting of the District 
12 L.L. tournament. Teams 
from the district include 
Shabbona, Warren Austin, 
Near North, Horner and 
Garfield participated for a 
chance to play in the Little 
League World Series. Mayor 
Rahm Emanual, Alderman 
Ervin and St. Rep Derrick 
Smith made a visit to the 
Garfield Park program to 
encourage them to keep up 
the good work offer support 
and pose for a picture with 
the Players and Volunteers 
of the Garfield Park Little 
League.

24th Ward Alderman Michael D. Chandler and K-Town Historic District 

Garfield Park Little League
(Right) Mayor Emanual and Frank. 
(bottom right) Little League Teams at the 
golden Dome
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“Anything around renewing business 
and revitalizing the neighborhood in a 
positive way is a good thing---we should 
be able to spend money in our own 
community.”  Representative Turner also 
makes it known that he will be the middle 
man between the government agency and 
small businesses to find ways to make 
sure that the most needed projects will be 
funded.

The Greater Lawndale Black 
Chamber of Commerce’s main goal is to 
connect the businesses in the community 
with the people and the leadership in 
order to build a better economic base and 
as well to bridge the communication gap 
between businesses and the  community.  

Scott says “Our goal is to be a major 
component in the decision making process 
in our community---we have so much to 
bring to the table.”  According to Scott, 
the Lawndale Christian Development 
Corporation has been making many 
recent major decisions in the community 
and some in the  community some have 
felt left out, in which Creative feels is not 
fair, however Creative did mention that 
the Chamber is definitely willing to work 
with LCDC in order to create unity so 
that more of the community is involved 

in the decision making process.  This is 
exactly what Vice Chairman Percy Harrison 
said the first Chamber event was all about, 
Harrison says “This event was all about 
unity and working with the community--
we need more community inclusion unity 
among the people, the businesses and the 
leadership in the North Lawndale area.”

Board member Mark Carter says “We 
are looking to start an “Entertainment 
Mecca” along 16th street so if you have a 
business or you are looking to start a business 
we would love to hear from you.”  Mark 
Carter ran for the 24th Ward’s Alderman 
seat during the 2010/2011 election and has 
spoken about starting a “Black Town” in the 
past.  Carter also mentioned the fact that 
every nationality has their own cultural area 
here in Chicago---- 

“We have Greek town, China Town, 
the Italians have their cultural arena and 
so do the Jews---why can’t we give you 
Black Town---black people have a beautiful 
culture---this is a part of the plan.”  North 
Lawndale is 96 percent African-American 
with the population at 46,000

Commissioner Steele was one of the 
invited guests and said “Because I am a 
resident of the North Lawndale area, I want 
to support them because it brings a broader 
since of who is being hired within the 
community, and it drives people to spend 
in their own community.”  Commissioner 
Steele also adds that he was very happy 
to see all of the support at the Pine Valley 
Networking BBQ and he is very supportive 
of any group that will come together on a 
common cause, “If we can spark something 
together from the young people it can 
change our community.”  According to 
Creative Scott this is only the beginning of 
what the Greater Lawndale Black Chamber 
Commerce is going to bring to the North 
Lawndale area, and he awaits the members 
who are willing to come on aboard to 
support the cause. 

Commerce from front page

July 30, 2011 was a hot day, but that 
didn’t stop Priscy’s Production Outreach 
Program NFP from having their 8th Annual 
Stay Safe Youth Community Expo. The 
event was held on the corner of Madison 
St. and St-Louis St., from 1:00pm until 
9:00pm.  Even with the heat the Expo pulled 
in over five hundred community members 
who came out to enjoy the event throughout 
the day. 

This year several community political 
leaders came out to show the support such as; 
Illinois State Senator 5th District Annazette 
Collins, State Representative 10th District 
Derrick Smith, Alderman 28th Ward, Jason 
Ervin, formal Alderman Ed. Smith, and the 
11th district Police Commissioner.   

Priscy’s Production Outreach Program 
had many games, food, and informational 
booth displays such as; STATE FARM, 

Priscy’s Production Outreach Program NFP 8th Annual Stay Safe Youth Community Expo

Avon, Mary K, Healthy Coffee, Health 
Booth, NRI/PLAN booth, Mentor Plus Jobs 
booth, and Cease Fire. 

The children had a lot of games to 
choose from like; Face painting, the Bozo 
game, a water balloon, drat and balloon 
game, basket ball, Adult and kids horse 
shoes and the jumping jack.     

The expo gave away free raffle prizes 
for kids and adult every hour to the duration 
of the event.

There was lots of great entertainment 
on the stage for the community to enjoy; 
Maxamillon, Young Truth, Proper Flo and 
more. The entire event was host and ran by 
the Priscy’s Production Outreach Program’s 
Youth and Young Adult and well as some of 
the major performance on stage that day.

Ms. Priscy said “I am very happy with 

the turn out. Our event is getting bigger and 
bigger. People from the community were 
anticipating when the event was going to 
take place and were asking were we going 
to give out prizes like we did last year. I’m 
excited to see that our event, as well as our 
program is pulling in follows. We have had 
this event for eight years and never any 
violence, right here in the hood with all of 
these activities going on at one time. We 
know how to get alone! I think the key is, 
we have to know how to respect each other. 
No big “I” and little “T”.  If we are to live 
together we have to find a common ground 
and that my people is RESPECT.” 

CeaseFire

Anazette Collins, Priscy and Ed Smith

Alderman Jason Erving

PPOP  Step Team

Mary K

Priscy and Derrick Smith

PPOP  Kids and Staff

The BBQ at the New Pine Valley 
Restaurant gave the Chamber a head start 
with hundreds of signatures, and potential 
memberships.  Because this event was all 
about building business and community 
communication, State Representative 
LaShawn Ford wants  business owners not 
to be discouraged, and to use the level of 
communication by way of the event to their 
advantage. 

Representative Ford says “The 
most important thing is to bring in State 
revenue to improve businesses in order 
to raise businesses up--and I encourage 
small businesses to stay strong because 
if you have survived these days brighter 
days are coming.”  

To become a member of the Greater 
Lawndale Chamber of Commerce 
contact: Creative Scott at 773-418-3037 
for more details.

Board members of the Greater Lawndale Black 
Chamber of Commerce
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FRIGHT NIGHT (**1/2) Before 
“Twilight”, “True Blood” and all the other 
vampire incarnations. One of the cooler 
contemporary vampires that hardly ever 
brood was in writer-director Tom Holland’s 
old fashioned horror thriller, “Fright Night”
        Now, an overdue yet descent remake 
of the 1985 original has arrived with a more 
contemporary feel that is less nostalgic 
from the original. But this remake also 
inadvertently recalls other films to mind. 
        From the opening camera shot of a 
scenery landscape where this suburban 
housing community is centered along the 
lifestyle that was spoofed and spooked in 
“Poltergeist”.
        And there’s the story premise itself, 
a teenager becomes suspicious that his 
new next door neighbor might be suave yet 
cunning vampire who’s begun to a bite out 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

of the population.
        This premise bears a striking resemblance 
to, but with one character difference. In 
3007’s “Disturbia”, Shia LeBeouf’s teen 
character spied on a new next door neighbor 
that happens to be a psycho killer that was 
a cinematic take on “Hitchcock’s Rear 
Window”. 
        If these origins would have applied more 
for this remake, it might have surpassed the 
original. Instead, “Fright Night’ is more of 
a straight up horror film that doesn’t serve 
much purpose beyond a few scary moments, 
its dry sense of humor and the 3D effects 
that includes flame ashes flowing and blood 
splashing out at us.
         Living in a small  gated suburban 
community outside of Las Vegas, Charley 
Brewster (Anton Yelchin) notices the 
freshly dig up front yard that signals a new 

neighbor has moved in to the house next to 
his mother’s (Toni Collette) house.
         Charley happens to be the only school 

nerd with a hot girlfriend, Amy (Imogen 
Poots) that has made Charley  abandon his 

See Flicks page 10

Photos from front page 

Gov. Quinn with BMOA

NLCN publisher Isaac Lewis Jr. with Public Relations 
professional, Christi Harbor

Veteran Virgil Mathis representing the American 
Legion 2091 Post

Candidate for Judge Alfred M. Swanson. Appointed 
his 1st judgeship, now in his first election for the post.
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WE WANT TO HELP VETERANS
WHO NEED EMPLOYMENT

BRING DD214 and/or RESUME 

WE WILL HELP YOU FIND JOBS AVAILABLE and 
ENTREPRENEUR OPPORTUNITIES

AT THE
VETERANS MULTI-PURPOSE EMPLOYMENT CENTERVETERANS MULTI-PURPOSE EMPLOYMENT CENTER

1211 S. WESTERN AVENUE, SUITE 203                                                    
CHICAGO, IL. 60608

COMPUTER TRAINING PROVIDED FREE TO VETERANS
SPONSORED BY THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

(312) 492-9090                                        ASK FOR: ABU
VETERANS FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS-FRIDAY’S at 2:00P

www.nlcn.orgwww.nlcn.org

Creative Scott the owner of Creative 
Salon and Chairman of the Board for 
the Greater Lawndale Black Chamber 
of Commerce invites all out to engage 
in a positive event at the Ice Theater on 
September the 2nd at 7PM.  

The poetry slam is the beginning of a 
new era in the North Lawndale community.  
As the hardships of the North Lawndale 
area are coming to an end, due to some 
constituents who are looking to take on 
leadership roles, more positive events are 
taking the place of the hard core news of 
murder throughout the North Lawndale 
area.  Opposed to the news of another one 
of our young kids dying, the newly formed 
era’s focus is to create a positive venue to 
change the mindsets of the people and begin 
a brighter day.  

Another Positive Event In North Lawndale: 
Creative Scott To Give A Poetry Slam At The Ice Theater

This is why Creative Scott feels that it 
is important to have this poetry slam---he 
feels that it is a part of allowing people to 
claim their freedom through words.

With a veterans persona of poetry 
that resides in him, Creative Scott wants 
to encourage anyone who is a poet to join 
forces with him and become a part of the 
poetry competition which will reward it’s 
winner with a $500.00 prize.  Creative says 
“I am looking for people who can perform, 
deliver, and have content that will allow 
people to be free.”  

According to Creative, this is also 
an event for networking and unifying 
businesses with community.  Business 
owners will have the opportunity to either 
purchase a vending booth for $50.00 or have 
an ongoing advertisement on the big movie 
screen during the performance.  If you are 

interested in entering the poetry slam there 
is a $20.00 fee.  Tickets for the event are 
also $20.00, however if you purchase your 
tickets at Creative Salon you will only pay 
$10.00 for this event. 

Creative encourages business owners 
to bring their business cards and as well to 
support this positive event which is a part of 
the process of economic development in the 
North Lawndale area. 

Currently Creative is looking for six 
vendors to advertise their businesses during 
the event and poets between the ages of 18 
and up.  Creative says “Through this poetry 
slam I want to teach the young and old 
freedom of heart, speech and mind---this 
event is going to be a spiritual, romantic, 
uplifting, and creative experience.”  

The event will be hosted by one of 
the hottest poets in the nation Drunken 

Monkeeey.  There will be a networking 
and refreshment hour from 7PM until 8PM 
(Adults Only.)  Live band, Midnight Sun 
will be playing old school and R&B.  

Creative plans to continue giving 
poetry slams every Sunday evening at 
8PM at Creative Salon on 16th and Pulaski 
starting September 25th and invites all 
who are interested to come out and enjoy 
themselves.  The deadline for poets to enter 
Septembers 2nd poetry slam is August 31, 
2011.

For More information about the Poetry 
Slam at the Ice Theater on September 2nd 
contact:

Creative Scott at 773-418-3037
If you purchase your tickets at Creative 

Salon they will be 1/2 Priced at $10.00  

Texas Governor Rick Perry has 
recently joined the race for the White 
House to the chagrin of the Democratic 
National Committee, and with well 
wishes of republican conservatives 
and Tea Party coalitions nationwide. 

His front runner status comes at 
a price. Perry has the highest prison 
population in America. African 
American Males are the number 
one incarcerated group in this 
demographic. In fact, if Texas were a 
country; as Perry has often erroneously 
postulated, it would have the highest 
incarceration rate in the world. 

 Despite adding more than 100,000 
new prisoners in the past decade, 
Texas’ crime rate has declined slower 
than any state in the union. Consider 
this: Texas has the largest percentage 
of minimum wage laborers (those 
making $7.25 or less), which allows 
him to perpetuate the myth that the 
Lone Star State is number one in job 
growth.

 Texas ranks 47th in the nation with 
regard to its expenditures on public 
education. Texas ranks number one in 
the nation for levels of harmful toxic 
chemicals released into the air and 
water we breathe.

It is time for all Americans, 
Democrats and Republicans, to fight 
back when extremist candidates, like 
Rick Perry, rise to the level of the 
national spotlight with lies, half-truths, 
distortion of President Obamas record 
and outright deception. The United 
States of America deserves better!

riCk Perry’s 
deCePtion: aLL 
that gLitters 
aint’t goLd

Stanley G Buford 
Terkatinc1@aol.com
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original geek friend, Ed (Christopher Mintz-
Plasse of “Superbad” fame) who frantically 
seeks Charley’s belief and help over the 
missing whereabouts of their mutual friend, 
Adam (Will Denton).  Ed doesn’t hesitant 
in telling Charley that his new next door 
neighbor is a vampire. 
          Naturally, Charley doesn’t initially 
believe Ed until he’s suddenly missing. And 
then Charley happens to return home to 
catch his mother (Toni Collette) conversing 
with Jerry (Colin Farrell); the new neighbor 
that Charley advises his mother to stay away 
from and not invite him into their house. 
          The latter gives vampires free will 
to do whatever they want, you know! But 
this wily vampire knows he doesn’t need 
their permission to entry if the house is set 
on fire!)
        . Unable to handle the vampire on his 
own,  When Charley, his mother and Amy 
try outrun  in their car Jerry in his truck  in a 
desert chase scene that is slight reminiscent 
of the motorcycle gang chasing down a 
family car in “Hot Rod to Hell”.
         But during this chase sequence with 
the vampire, there is amusing diversion 
that occurs when a third car chases into the 
stalled truck caused by Charley. The driver 
in the third car is a neat cameo that film buffs 
will appreciate from actor Chris Sarandon, 
the original vampire from the 1985 version
          Charley learns from the internet about 
two-bit psychic magician Peter Vincent. 
A role that’s been upgraded from being a 
TV horror movie host that was originated 
in a well played performance by Roddy 
McDowell; now played by David Tennant 

who comes off here as some sort of a hack-
eyed, mixed version of David Blaine meets 
Russell Brand.  
          Initially, Vincent doesn’t want to, 
but does get involved with Charley. Because 
Peter happens to be the survivor son to the 
parents killed by the same vampire, and lives 
in a hotel suite full of demonology artifacts 
that Charley has to utilize for Vincent when 
Jerry predictably kidnaps Charley’s girl that 
has to be rescued during the final showdown 
in Jerry’s house where other bitten victims 
lie
          Even though it’s quite entertaining, 
and Colin Farrell who claims to be a fan of 
the original version does an admirable job, 
while Anton Yelchin captures the essence 
and energy of this suspicious teen who 
obviously forsaken his nerdy friends to 
enjoy life with the school’s most popular 
girl. 
          But the purpose of this film such as 
this homage to the old time movie monsters 
is what missing that should have been kept 
for this remake. R; 106min. A Touchstone 
Pictures/ DreamWorks SKG Pictures 
presentation –   Presented at selected 
theaters
CONAN THE BARBARIAN (***) Born 
on the battlefield, where a pregnant but 
dying wife wants to see her baby before she 
dies. In an outrageous scene; her battling 
husband, and ruler of the Cimmerians, 
Taghmaoul Corin (Ron Perlman) makes his 
way to her and obliges her request,
        Done out of camera range, Corin cuts 
above her stomach to dislodge the infant 
from her body to view her offspring and 
name it “Conan”. 
        And this revitalized movie gets off 
to a riotous and gratuitous start that only 

momentarily takes a breather from the CGI 
special effects. But what did you expect 
these are barbaric times!
        Amidst the swordplay and the blood 
splattering and the burly warriors and the 
buxom beauties; this reboot version of the 
original 1982 Arnold Schwarzenegger / 
James Earl Jones film is more robust and 
rollicking with an intensity and energy that 
far exceeds the initial version.
        After the film goes through a little 
setup from the off screen narration of 
Morgan Freeman and the  preliminary of  
Corin thinking his young son, Conan (Leo 
Howard) doesn’t have enough yet for what 
it takes to be a true warrior. But discovers 
differently when he returns separately from 
a bunch of kids with five heads from the 
rival warriors out to eliminate the Barbarian 
race.
         Young Conan is put into training by his 
father who teaches while he makes a sword 
out of fire and ice that will belong to the boy 
when he’s ready. Soon after it’s not soon 
enough for the child to be ready enough 
to save his father from a mysterious man 
with a witch daughter (Rose McGowan) 
and their warriors that destruct their village 
and uncover the hidden whereabouts of the 
lower piece that connects to a powerful 
facial mask.
          Hawaiian actor Jason Momoa (who’s 
married to ex-Cosby Show girl, Lisa Bonet) 
has bulged up and groan out his dialogue 
well enough befitting the character persona 
while fitting into “Ah-nuld’s shoes.    
         And inasmuch this film offers a brisk 
pace and several blood bath battle scenes; 
This “Conan” can stand on its own while 
characterizing several glimpses that don’t 
mind being compared to the original.

         Now an adult, Conan travels the 
countryside teamed with a black rogue 
partner, Artus (Nonso Anozie) as Robin 
Hood types protecting villagers from evil 
warriors that leads him on a collision course 
with destiny to avenge his father.
          One by one, as Conan has been coming 
across and killing the men that were a part 
of the mysterious man that killed his father.  
Eventually, Conan learns the name of the 
man he’s seeks out. 
          Considered a warlord who’s now 
labeled the Angel of Death, Khalar Zym 
(Stephen Lang) seeks out a princess (Rachel 
Nichols) with true blood to sacrifice to the 
Gods that Conan saves from the monastery 
under attack by Zym’s warriors.
          Conan and the maiden manage to 
reach Artus’ ship that later Zym’s warriors 
try to board in a midnight raid. Where the 
maiden begins to adapt to fighting against 
Zym’s warriors and assist the other warriors 
that makes Conan take interest in her. 
         In the original sequel, Conan seem 
to “wimp” out accepting the weak white 
princess over the stronger female warrior 
played by Grace Jones in 1984’s “Conan 
the Destroyer”. Probably why this rebooted 
version only gives Conan a black partner to 
battle alongside here. To keep controversy 
out of the audience’s mind.
           But eventually the pre blooded maiden 
gets captured by Zym’s sorceress daughter 
that Conan has to rescue in an inevitable 
showdown clash with Zym and his witchy 
daughter.
          With a few verbal drippings of 
mythology in its narration. We are thankfully 
spared a lot of “mumble jumble” talk that 
plagued other comic book heroes in ancient 

See page 11

Flicks from page 8

composite meets/exceeds. The Marshall 
and Harper turnarounds are being 
managed by CPS; the Phillips turnaround 
is being managed by the Academy for 
Urban School Leadership. AUSL schools 
showed a 3.7 percentage point increase 
in composite meets/exceeds. Individual 
scores at AUSL turnarounds also showed 
the following:

n      College readiness benchmarks 
on the ACT at Chicago Academy rose 
from 27.1 to 29.8 percent meeting. The 
PSAE meets/exceeds composite for 
Chicago Academy students also rose 2.3 
percentage points year-over-year. 

n      At Orr, the percent of students 
meeting/exceeding on the PSAE 
composite rose four percentage points (to 
11.6) year-over-year. Also at Orr, the ACT 
composite scale score has risen eight-
tenths of a point to 14.9 over the last two 
years. 

n      At Collins Academy, the ACT 
composite rose .4 points year-over-year 
to 15.6 and, the percent of students who 
scored 20 or higher on the ACT rose 3.1 
percentage points to 13.3.

Results were from the PSAE 
administered in May 2011 to juniors as 
well as to seniors who had not previously 
taken the PSAE. In 2011, for the first time, 
ISBE has included in its reporting all 
students who took the PSAE; previously 
ISBE reported on juniors only. Of the 
more than 24,000 first-time test-takers, 
nearly 1,500 were 12th graders.

 English Language Learners are 
included in this reporting of results.

 The Chicago Public Schools serves 
approximately 405,000 students in more 
than 675 schools. It is the nation’s third-
largest school system. 

Underscore from page 3

Hurry Prices Good Until September 1, 2011
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CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can 

Do it      Here In the North Lawndale Community News
     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of 
my units have heat included and some 
have no security. 3506 W. Huron and 
2115 W. Farwell, both one bdrm. 2133 
W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. Harding 4 
bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, dryer, 
and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 
W. Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 
4 bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

3BR, total rehab, ceramic tile, 
hardwood floors, new appls. Walking 
distance of Pink line train, Pulaski & 
Cermak (22nd Street). For more info 
call 312-380-9606.
NORTH LANWDALE ARE. APTS 
FOR RENT,Beautiful vnitage 
greystone building, newly renovated 
2 and 4 bdrm apts, hrdwd floors, 
ceiling fans and jacuzzi. Completely 
remodeled kitchen cabinets, counter 
tops, and ceramic flrs. 1 mnth rent and 
sec. required. Section 8 wel. Call Mr 
James at 773-257-0900 or 312-965-
6911.

2 ROOMS FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th 
& Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call 
(773) 885-0968

APT FOR RENT - 2 flat 2 bdrm - 
1st floor apt in Austin area, hardwood 
floors in living rm, dining rm and 
bdrms, ceramic floor in kitchen and 
bath, new kitchen cabinets, new 
counter top and double stainless steel 
sink, enclosed back porch, near green 
line, 1 mo rent + security, call 708-
539-1730 or 773-627-7650

HELP WANTED

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. Utilities includedl Men 
preferred. (773) 557-9421

APT FOR RENT Coach House, 4 bdrm, 
2ba, kit inclds appl, security system, fully 
renovated, conveniently located near 
transportation and shopping area. Tenant pays 
own untils, security required. Rent $1250 Call 
(773) 505-3642

ROOMS FOR
RENT

Woman for live-in position in 
Wisconsin. Cleaning, cooking and 
helping with personal affairs, all 
expenses paid including food and 
lodging, call  920-206-1654

BEAUTIFUL APT FOR RENT Beautiful, spacious, newly rehabbed 3 bdrm units in a 3 
unit building are currently renting. These units are completely rehabbed with beautiful, roomy 
kitchens that have breakfast nooks, spacious living rooms with fireplaces and sunrooms. 
They are apartments with space and layout like that of a single family home. These wont last! 
Very close to i290, pink line, police station, great elementary and high schools and shopping 
malls. It’s also very close to the medical district and UIC. For more details call me today at 

773-934-3706 before they are all gone. Sec 8 welcome.

BEAUTIFUL 1ST FLR APT w/ 
large basement attached. Hardwood 
floors, Modern Fixtures, Dish Washer. 
3 bedrooms/2 ba. Washer & Dryer. Or 
2 bedroom w hardwood floors, Modern 
fixtures & Dishwasher.  Available Aug 1.  
(773) 814-6896

OFFICE SPACE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  3708 W. 
Rioosevelt Rd. 1-$250 2-$350 1-$500. 
Contact Eric at 312-296-6551

4 ROOM APT FOR RENT located 
near 2300 S. Kostner. Paid Utilities. 
$800/mo plus 1 month security. Call 
773-762-2748 - Willie Satterfield

APARTMENTS FOR RENT Perfect for 
seniors, Well kept,Gorgeous,Quite,Secu
re,Avail.Now Two Bd. Incl. Appl, Heat, 
Hot Water, Lndry & Strg.Rm, Hrdwd Flrs, 
Beautiful Bck.Yrd. 950 N. Kildare, Newly 
Renovated,Large, very nice, Three Bd. 
Quite, Secure. Incl. Appl,hot water,Strg.
Rm 1650 S. St. Louis. 773-838-8471

Flicks from page 10

 ALL PROGRAMS INCLUDE 2 YR. 
CERTIFICATION IN CPR ADULT, 

CHILD, INFANT

 ALL ARE WELCOME INCLUDING 
DAY CARE PROVIDERS

 PROGRAMS FROM 6 WKS TO 5 MONTHS

Grace Health 
Career Center

 
5945  W.  Madison -Chicago, IL  60644

773-287-8980

and future times from “ “Thor” 
and  “The Green Lantern” to 
“Transformers: Dark of the 
Moon”
          This new and improved 
“Conan” is quite the lavish and 
spirited entry that works on most 
levels. While still having some 
connections to the original. 
           With his thick eye brows 
and imposing presence, Jason 
Momoa manages to deliver the 
mayhem and muscle and the 
foundation set up in the story. 
This could ignite a promising 
future if carefully handled yet 
creatively daring towards a 
purposed movie series franchise.
R; 112min. A Lionsgate 
Release – Presented at selected 
theaters

THE GRACE CARD
(***) Haunted with 

anger. and frustration from 
the tragic loss of one of 
his sons, Mac McDonald 
(Michael Joiner) is a troubled 
man with his family being 
torn apart with their older 
son’s choices.

 And as a veteran 
policeman pass over for a 
promotion and now finds 
himself being partnered 
with the promoted cop, Sam 
(Michael Higgenbottom) 
who is also a preacher trying 
to deal with his partner’s 
seemingly racist attitude 
I  this solid inspirational 
drama that covers issues and 
behavior that is a powerful 
and potent in a well-acted 
natural dramatic presentation 
. G; 102min. Sony Pictures 
Home Video

PRIEST (*1/2)  The 
Church creates and soon 
after disbands a lethal team 
when they thought they’ve 
controlled the vampires from 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

destructing mankind. 
Paul Bettany stars in the 

title role as the priest who’s 
forced to break his vow and 
teams with a sheriff (Cam 
Gigandet) and a female 
priest (Maggie Q) to find the 
vampire clan that kidnaps 
a friend’s daughter (Lily 
Collins) that is part of a 
bigger plot by a converted, 
evil priest made into a human 
vampire (Karl Urban). 

As the vampires travels 
on a train headed to a major 
city to recreate a new world 
where sacrifice and sin aren’t 
evil. 

Christopher Plummer 
co-0stars as the head priest 
who refuses to believe after 
the priest brings back to the 
evidence to an impending 
war for this purposed movie 
franchise based on a Japanese 
graphic comic book series 
that is more routine than 
entertaining to watch. 

PG-13; 87min. Sony 
Pictures Home Video

SAVE 
THE 

DATE
Taste of 
North 

Lawndale 
Back to 
School 
Family 
Peace 
Fest

August 
27, 2011 

11am
to 6:30pm

See Ad Page  6
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES    
COMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULECOMPUTER CLASS SCHEDULE   
AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011AUG. 3, 2011———   JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012JUN. 22, 2012   

CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6CLASSES WEEKDAYS 6---8 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 28 PM, SATURDAYS 2---4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON4 PM, OPEN COMPUTER LAB MON---FRI 9FRI 9FRI 9---5 PM 5 PM 5 PM    

Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity    

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 3  
SAT AUG. 6 

WED SEPT. 7 
WED OCT. 5 
SAT NOV. 5 

WED NOV. 9 
WED DEC. 7 

2012 
WED JAN. 4 
SAT FEB. 4 

WED FEB. 8 
WED MAR. 7 
WED APR. 4 
WED MAY 2 
WED JUN. 6 

MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL MICROSOFT WORD LEVEL 
2011 

SAT AUG. 13  
WED AUG. 17 
WED SEPT. 21 
WED OCT. 19 
SAT NOV. 12 
WED DEC. 21 

2012 
WED JAN. 18 
SAT FEB. 11 

WED FEB. 22 
WED MAR. 21 
WED APR. 18 
SAT MAY 12 

WED MAY. 16 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL I    

2011 
FRI AUG. 5  
FRI SEPT. 2 
SAT SEPT. 3 
FRI OCT. 7 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 25 
SAT NOV. 26 

2012 
FRI JAN. 6 
FRI FEB. 3 

FRI MAR. 2 
SAT MAR. 3 
FRI APR. 6 
FRI MAY 4 
FRI JUN. 1 
SAT JUN 2 

MICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL IIMICROSOFT EXCEL LEVEL II   
2011 

FRI AUG. 19  
SAT SEPT. 10 
FRI SEPT. 16 
FRI OCT. 21 
FRI NOV. 4 

FRI NOV. 18 
SAT DEC. 10 
FRI DEC. 17 

2012 
FRI JAN. 20 
FRI FEB. 17 

FRI MAR. 16 
FRI APR. 20 
FRI MAY. 18 
FRI MAY 2 
FRI JUN. 9 

FRI JUN. 15 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL I    

2011 
WED AUG. 10  
WED SEPT. 14 

SAT OCT. 1 
WED OCT. 12 
WED NOV. 16 
WED DEC. 14 
SAT DEC. 31 

2012 
WED JAN. 11 
WED FEB. 15 

WED MAR. 14 
SAT MAR. 31 
WED APR. 11 
WED MAY 9 

WED JUN. 13 

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II MICROSOFT POWERPOINT LEVEL II    

2011 
WED AUG. 24 
WED SEPT. 28 

SAT OCT. 8 
WED OCT. 26 
WED NOV. 30 
WED DEC. 28 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 7 

WED JAN. 25 
WED FEB. 29 

WED MAR. 28 
SAT APR. 7 

WED APR. 25 
WED MAY 23 

ACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL IACCESS LEVEL I   

2011 
FRI AUG. 26  
FRI SEPT. 23 
FRI OCT. 28 
FRI NOV. 25 
FRI DEC. 23 

 

2012 
SAT JAN. 14 
FRI JAN. 27 
FRI FEB. 24 

FRI MAR. 23 
SAT APR. 14 
FRI APR. 27 
FRI MAY. 25 
FRI JUN. 22 

WEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL IWEB DESIGN LEVEL I   

2011 
SAT AUG. 20 
SAT SEPT. 17 
SAT OCT. 22 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 17 

2012 
SAT JAN. 21 
SAT FEB. 18 

SAT MAR. 17 
SAT APR. 21 
SAT MAY. 19 
SAT JUN. 16 

MICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL IIMICROSOFT WEB DESIGN LEVEL II   

2011 
SAT AUG. 27 
SAT SEPT. 24 
SAT OCT. 29 
SAT NOV. 19 
SAT DEC. 24 

2012 
SAT JAN. 28 
SAT FEB. 25 

SAT MAR. 24 
SAT APR. 28 
SAT MAY. 26 
SAT JUN. 23 

BASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACYBASIC COMPUTER LITERACY   

EVERY 2ND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH CALL 312 492-9090 FOR ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 

II


