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Jackie Robinson’s life 
received special attention at U.S. 
Celluar Field. Not only did people 
partake in a feast in honor of 

JaCkie roBinson day LunCheon heLd at u.s. CeLLuLar fieLd
Nicholas Short

Jackie Robinson Day, but they also 
witnessed an in-depth discussion 
about why Jackie Robinson was 
such an incredible man.

On April 15, attendees first 
dined on sandwiches, salads, and 
other foods at the United Scouts 
Lounge in the stadium.  Then, 
they all gathered to the stadiums’ 
Conference and Learning Center 
to watch a panel discussion on 
why everyone was at the lounge 

in the first place: to honor Jackie 
Robinson. White Sox Chairman 
Jerry Reinsdorf ; White Sox general 
manager Ken Williams; Jonathan 
Eig; the author of Opening Day: 
Jackie Robinson’s First Season; 
and Len Coleman, the former 
National League president sat in 

front of an audience of attendees 
to discuss Robinson. 

The panelists discussed what 
Robinson was like, what kind 
of player he was, and the trails 
he went through while being the 
first African American to play 
major league baseball. During the 
discussion, they talked about how 
Robinson was usually not the type 
of guy to turn the other cheek, 
making his act of keeping cool 
while being surrounded by racial 
tension remarkable. Reinsdorf 
described Robinson’s performance 
on the field: “he may not have been 
the greatest player of all time, but 
he was the most exciting player of 
all time.”

After the discussion, 
Reinsdorf received the Chairman’s 
award for his efforts in promoting 
the values embodied in the life 
and legacy of Robinson. Coleman, 
who was also a board member of 
the Jackie Robinson Foundation, 
presented the award to Reinsdorf. 

See Robinson page 5

Robert Townsend returns 
to Chicago to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of his film The Five 
Heartbeats and the re-opening of 
the ICE Lawndale Theaters on 
Roosevelt Road and Homan Avenue 
on Friday, April 22, at 7:00 p.m. 
Easter holiday weekend.

ICE Theaters pays tribute to 
Townsend by screening The Five 
Heartbeats and honoring him 
with an award during a special 
interview by B.E.T. executive and 
former Lawndale resident Louis 
Carr. “I am proud to be a part of 
this celebration,” states Townsend.  
“Donzell and Alisa Starks were 
trailblazers when they opened the 
country’s first African-American 
owned movie theater chain nearly 
15 years ago.  By building their 
ICE Theaters in our communities, 
they made huge contributions to the 
revitalization of both the Lawndale 
and Chatham neighborhoods.  The 
couple continues to set an excellent 
example for young people that 
dreams can come true with lots of 
hard work.”

The Five Heartbeats is 
Townsend’s homage to such R&B 
male singing groups of the ‘60s as 
the Temptations, The Dells, and 
The Whispers.  The film became 
a beloved, iconic neighborhood 
box office success among African-
American baby boomers.  “I think 
the reason The Five Heartbeats 
holds a special place for so many 
people is because it takes them back 

hoLLywood returns to LawndaLe as roBert townsend 
CeLeBrates the 20th anniversary of  “the five heartBeats” 

at the re-opening of iCe theaters in LawndaLe  
to their youth,” explains Townsend.  
“It reminds them of a time when 
music told a story.”

 For more than three decades, 
Townsend, raised in Lawndale, 
has been a mainstay in film and 
television, starting with his first 
film role (a bit part) in Cooley High, 
the story of a group of Chicago 
inner city, African-American 
high school students.  His career 
ignited in 1984 when he appeared 
opposite Denzel Washington in A 
Soldier’s Story.  Some of his other 
works include: Hollywood Shuffle, 
Meteor Man, The Mighty Quinn, 
Book of Love, Little Richard Story 
(directed), B.A.P.S (directed) among 
many others. Townsend has led an 
exceptional career ranging from 
actor, comedian, writer, director, and 
producer to his most recent position 
as president and CEO of the Black 
Family Channel.

He has been busy creating new 
media in the Internet with an award-
winning web series Diary of a Single 
Mom starring Monica Calhoun (The 
Best Man, Love And Basketball), 
Valery Ortiz (South of Nowhere), 
Janice Lynde (Letters To Dad), 
Richard Roundtree (Shaft, Se7en), 
Leon (The Five Heartbeats, Little 
Richard) and Billy Dee Williams 
(Star Wars, Brian’s Song), which all 
can be seen online at www.pic.tv.

Townsend’s latest film, The 
Discarded Boys, starring Loretta 
Devine (For Colored Girls, Crash), 
Michael Clark Duncan (The Green 

Mile, The Whole Nine 
Yards), and Vivica Fox 
(Independence Day, 
Kill Bill) will be the 
opening night film at 
the American Black 
Film Festival on July 6 
in Miami.  

The net proceeds 
from “An Evening with 
Robert Townsend” will 
be donated to the Robert 
Townsend Foundation, 
which was set up to 
encourage, inspire, and 
motivate new artists 
to soar.  Townsend 
conducts master classes 
throughout the country 
teaching writing, directing, acting, 
and filmmaking. 

Celebrating the 20th anniversary 
of Townsend’s The Five Heartbeats 
is among several events planned 
by Inner City Entertainment to 
commemorate the re-opening of 
ICE Lawndale Theaters and honor 
African-American achievements in 
the film industry.  On Thursday, April 
21, ICE Lawndale Theaters will show 
old school throwback film favorites 
and offer $1 specials at the concession 
stand.  

“In these tough economic times, 
we are very fortunate and grateful 
to our customers to have been 
entertaining and educating Chicago 
audiences for nearly 15 years.  We 
are especially proud of Robert 
Townsend’s contributions to the film 

industry, which is why we chose 
to honor him,” states Alisa Starks, 
president, Inner City Entertainment.

By exhibiting current, classic 
and independent films, Inner City 
Entertainment aims to empower 
the community by showcasing the 
talents of African Americans both 
in front of and behind the camera.  
Inner City Entertainment is the first 
African-American company in the 
history of film exhibition to own 
and operate a first-run movie theater 
chain.  Tickets for these events 
are available at the ICE Lawndale 
Theaters box office on April 21.  
ICE Lawndale 10 is located at 3330 
W. Roosevelt Road at Homan Ave.  
Theaters open daily starting at 12 
noon.   

Robert Townsend

empLoyment 
for youth 

and mentors 
through the 

neighBorhood 
reCovery 
initiative
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Jackie Robinson.

J.Reinsdorf, L.Coleman,and Sonya Pankey, granddaughter of J.Robinson. 
(Photo by Calvin Muhammad)
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The North Lawndale 
Community News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Nicholas Short, Travles Lane, Tali Bakhit, Valerie Leonard, 
Wilbert Cook, Dr. Shemuel Israel, Tamiko Bowie, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Ten Years has past since the New Millenium scare of 
the year 2000, a time of uncertainty. In 1999, we began 
by thanking God for making the newsletter possible. 
Much has happened since October of 1999 when we 
first published the North Lawndale Community News 
more than eleven years ago. Many have contributed, 
supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done 
research, and/or completed our workshops. We have 
helped many and many have helped us. Health is 
essential to a good life. Education is necessary for the 
pursuit of happiness in an economy driven society. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the 
Family”. In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. 
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  In 
2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of 
life through higher levels of reading and responsible 
wealth creation. In 2005, it was Technology, Business 
Development, and Employment. In 2006, the primary 
focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, Education, and 
Welfare. In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was 
People and Education. In 2008, the primary focus for 
was the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. In 
2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. In 2010, our primary focus was 
to live and reflect on our previous years of focus, as we 
progress to a better quality of life.

So many things remain a high priority in our life. 
As we struggle to enjoy life, many have neglected the 
necessary choices that preserve and extend a healthy and 
abundant, spirit, mind, and body. So along with health, 
there is education (knowing) and the need to have the 
resources to act upon the knowledge for a better quality 
of life.

The North Lawndale newspaper was and is created 
to help fulfill the mission of Strategic Human Services. 
That mission is to provide information on resources and 
events that improved the lifestyle of individuals and 
families. This is our primary objective under that are 
all of the sub-objectives that help to reach the primary 
objective. There is a saying that if your’re not sure 
where your’re going, your’re liable to end up someplace 
else- and not even know it.

Even though tough times are among us setting positive 
objectives and staying committed to them will be the 
focus of our news for this 2011 year. 

NLCN 
2011 Focus

Health and Education

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date April 21, 2011

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone Interested in 
Writing is Welcome!
For More Information

Call 312-492-9090

The Utility Bill Final  Hour
There are 3 programs to assist you with your utilities 
1. LIHEAP – for those that have not done energy 
assistance since September 2010, 2. Helping Hands 
– for those that need help paying ComEd bill, you 
must present a hardship and you will have to pay ½ 
of the bill owed and then pay 3 consecutive bill in 
order to have the forgiveness of the half remaining, 3. 
ComEd is giving free service to homeowners. They 
will come to your home and give you (l) 10 light bulbs 
(2) replace your overhead in your shower and (3) 
replace your kitchen faucets and bathroom faucets. All 
you have to do is call and make an appointment. The 
number to call is 877-803-3674. 
All 3 programs end May 31, please call 312-492-9090 
to see if you qualify for the first two program, the third 
you just call 877-803-3674.
We are also doing the WEATHERIZATION program 
– work may include attic and wall installation, furnace 
repair or replacement, window and door repair or 
improvement.
All programs you will need PROOF of INCOME or 
a letter of who has been supporting you for the last 
30 days – FOOD STAMPS is not proof of income, 
Current utility bill, Social Security Card of every one 
in house. 
TAKE ADVANTAGE WHILE FUNDS ARE 
STILL AVAILABLE.  Energy assistance is one of the 
programs that was included in the nation’s budget cuts.
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Nearly 1900 youth of the city of Chicago 
will be offered the opportunity to become apart 
of the Neighborhood Recovery Initiative. The 
Neighborhood Recovery Initiative is a project 
that is being offered through Governor Quinn’s 
office to help stop the violence that flood the 
city of Chicago which heavily involve the youth. 
20 communities in the city of Chicago and 3 
communities in the South Suburbs are granted 
the ability to hire 80 youth and 16 mentors 
that will engage in positive dialogue with their 
peers and business owners throughout Chicago 
communities with positive messages that will 
make people aware of the change that is needed 
in their own community. Subjects like peer 
pressure, mental wellness, drug use, STD’s, 
and gun violence will be covered by way of the 
youth.  The service will be provided as apart of 
the Neighborhood Violence Prevention Authority 
and 23 non-profit organizations have been 
funded for this project and are currently looking 
to hire youth and mentors in order to complete 
the project successfully.

There are four components that will be 
covered in this initiative which entail mentor plus 
jobs, health initiatives, school base counseling 
and re-entry services for ex-offenders. The 
main goal is to give the youth the opportunity to 
build on their social and work skills, help stop 
the violence through out Chicago, but as well 
to help the youth to succeed academically.  This 
project will also provide adults the opportunity 
to help the youth with the mission and to give 
ex-offenders the ability to re-enter into the work 
force. The hiring process has already begun but 
still more youth and mentors are needed to fulfil 
the NRI’s mission.

As the violence continues to rise amongst 
the youth, many agencies are willing to help 
make a change through this initiative in order to 
keep the youth busy with a positive message in 
23 communities throughout Chicago. So, if you 
and your child are looking to help make a positive 
change please contact one of the agencies below 
in order to get started to build a better Chicago. 
Below are the names and numbers of the agencies 

Employment For Youth And Mentors Through 
The Neighborhood Recovery Initiative

that are looking to get the youth employeed 
and engage in a positive way this summer. The 
youth and mentors will begin to provide this 
great service to their communities starting May 
9, 2011 and again, the hire process has already 
begun.
Albany Park
Albany Park Community Center
Phone:(630)427-5253
Fax:(773)583-5062
Email: rwalker@apcc-chgo.org
Auburn Gresham
Catholic Bishop of Chicago – St. Sabina
Phone:(773)483-4300
Fax:(773)483-4783
Email: dmuhamm@yahoo.com
Austin
Circle Family HealthCare Network
Phone:(773)379-1000
Fax:(773)379-1342
Email: vrivkin@cfhn.org
Brighton Park
Pilsen Wellness Center
Phone:(773)579-0832
Fax:(773) 579-0762
Email: pnaranjo@pilsenmh.org
Cicero
Corazon Community Services
Phone:(708)656-1400
Fax:(708)656-1411
Email: mjohnson@corazoncs.org
East Garfield Park
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
Phone:(773)918-8600 x8646
Fax:(773)359-4021
Email: rev.jlmiller@jlmcenter.org
Englewood
Children’s Home and Aid
Phone:(773)918-8600 ex.8646
Fax:(773)778-2345
Email: jorange@childrenshomeandaid.org
Grand Boulevard
Chicago Area Project (CAP)
Phone:(312)663-3574
Fax:(312)663-5873

See Youth page 6
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NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

Joining Coleman in presenting the award was Sonya 
Pankey, Robinson’s granddaughter.

Growing up in Brooklyn, Reinsdorf had friends 
of different racial backgrounds, which helped 
influenced his efforts to open his doors to people all 
colors. But, while talking to the press, he admitted 
that opening his doors was “a selfish thing” because 
he felt that is not a smart business move to only 
cater to white people. To him, it is best to hire the 
most qualified candidates regardless of color. “The 
secret of my success is not my own brilliance but I 
surround myself with people who can do their jobs 
better than I can and I want the largest possible pool 
to draw from,” he said.

 Reinsdorf said that people should not forget 
about Robinson and the terrible moment in history in 
which he lived. “It’s a shame that history isn’t really 
taught in the schools anymore. American history really 
isn’t taught the way it should be taught and things like 
this have to be perpetuated.” In Reinsdorf’s opinion, 
there are people—including major league baseball 
players—that do not think about Jackie Robinson and 
they should. “I remember ‘colored’ water fountains, 
‘colored’ restrooms…people need to be reminded that 
those things existed,” he said.

Eig enjoyed the panel discussion and believed 
that it was a great way to show the significance of 
Robinson’s time on the field. “It’s nice that baseball 
every year remembers Jackie Robinson, but it’s not 
enough just to have everybody wear his uniform 
number. I think you have to teach people and remind 
the new generations about what makes Jackie 
Robinson special because it’s not ancient history. It 
really is relevant to our lives today and it’s great that 
the White Sox put that panel together so the people 
could hear why we’re are talking about Jackie 
Robinson now all these years later,” he said.

He admired Robinson for his bravery. “He tried 
something that no one had done before. He had to 
do it all by himself,” he said.  He recalled that there 
were 400 major league baseball players during that 
time and Robinson was the only player in that league 
who was African American. He pointed out that, 
despite several objections from racist white people, 
Robinson had to still perform on the baseball field. 
“His courage was his biggest asset,” he said.

Eig wrote the book because he felt that 
Robinson’s story was “glossed over a lot.” The 
book was about Robinson’s first season in the major 
leagues and how his performance on the field has 
made such an impact on America.

 

 

Moms, join us for a celebration in your honor! 

 

 When: Saturday April 30, 2011 
Time: 10:00am – 1pm 

Place: Saint Anthony Hospital  
2875 W 19th St. 

We will have brunch, educational presentations, 
raffles and gifts!  Space is limited for only 60 

moms.  If you would like to register for the event, 
please call 

773-484-4FUN 

Robinson from front page

All time great Minnie Minoso. Photo by Calvin 
Muhammad

(L-r) -Host RD.Hawk, J.Eib,,L.Coleman,Chair of Jackie Robinson 
Fund., K.WilliamsWhiteSpoxMgr., and J.Riensdorf. Photo by 
Calvin Muhammad

Lawndale Community
Daycare Center

1800 S. Lawndale Avenue
773-257-0497 - 773-257-0499 fax

NOW ENROLLING
Open 6am - 6pm - 2 yrs.-6yrs.
No Co-payment for 3 months!

Parents must meet the following 
requirements:

* WORKING
* IN SCHOOL/TRAINING PROGRAM

~ FUN ~ FUN ~ FUN ~
LICENSED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
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Focused In Leadership, a manufacturing based 
training provider, will be presenting an interactive 
introduction on the dynamics of community and 

industrial leadership.
We train future leaders to effectively engage and lead their teams with 
a direct, “To the Point” approach to influencing the performance and 
productivity of others within their company and community. 
      
Who should attend?
 Those that are working towards a role in leadership
 Those who currently manage others and looking to refresh their skills
 Those that look to better influence their community 

Tuesday, April 28, 2011 
Strategic Human Services
1211 S. Western Ave. 
Suite 203 – Training Room
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
“FREE WORKSHOP”
**Space is limited, RSVP to Focused In Leadership at  

773-543-5114**

FOCUSED IN LEADERSHIP (SM)
Developing strong and forward thinking leaders

www.filchicago.com

Email: kanu73@hotmail.com
Greater Grand Crossing
Greater Auburn Gresham Development
Phone:(773)483-3696
Fax:(773)483-3696
Email: acruz@gagdc.org
Humboldt Park
Chicago Commons
Phone:(773)826-3793
Fax:(773)722-5045
Email: mylesv@ChicagoCommons.org
Logan Square
Alliance of Local Service Organizations 
(ALSO)
Phone:(773)235-5705 Ext.19
Fax:(773)235-5747
Email: sstoll@also-chicago.org
Maywood
Village of Maywood
Phone:(708)450-6307
Fax:(708)681-8811
Email: tmangrum@maywood-il.org
North Lawndale
Better Boys Foundation

Youth from page 3

WATER FOR ELEPHANTS (**1/2)          
Based on Sara Gruen’s bestseller novel, 
“Water for Elephants” is life and love under 
the big top in this adequate movie that is 
exquisitely mounted by its grace, beauty 
and human drama. Set during the Great 
Depression; Robert Pattinson proves there 
is life after the “Twilight” trilogy, portraying 
a young Polish student, Jacob Jankowski 
with a promising future attending Cornell 
University to become a veterinarian and 
possibly marrying his college sweetheart.
         When during one of his classes, Jacob’s 
life becomes altered. When he receives the 
tragic news of his parents were killed in an 
auto accident.  And making matters worse, 
Jacob learns his parents’ home was in 
foreclosure by the bank due to the sacrifice 
of his father funding his education.
          Now with no roof over his head and no 
means of support having yet to graduate and 
being certified; a distraught Jacob wanders 
out of town and decides to jump aboard an 
oncoming train. Jacob awakens the next 
morning to discover the men he met the 
night before were not hobos but workers 
that were travelling in the freight car of a 
travelling circus.
          Naturally befriended by one of the 
circus crew, Camel (Jim Norton) for their 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

polish roots; Jacob 
is given a one day 
chance at working as 
a roustabout in the 
circus. Where during 
one of his many tasks, 
he happens to see the 
beautiful Marlena, 
(Reese Witherspoon) 
the circus’s star 
attraction attending 
to her ailing white 
stallion who is also 
warned to not socialize 

with because she’s married to the circus ‘ 
charismatic yet possessive and ill tempered 
boss, August (Christophe Waltz),
    Jacob couldn’t help but notice the lump on 
the horse, August asks to inspect the animal 
that confirm what he suspected that the horse 
needs to put down and out of its misery. But 
August refuses to accept the diagnosis. 
    August is wiling to have kept the animal 
star performing until it drops in its tracks. 
Because of Augusts’ only concern is to keep 
the circus solvent by keeping the attendance 
up that might curtail his debts and expenses.  
And that the circus crew and performers 
knew August would do at any cost in an 
often heartless and cruel manner.
          But Jacob goes against Augusts’ orders 
and guns down the horse that ultimately 
makes Jacob feel Augusts’ wrath in a 
beat down. But when Jacob reveals he’s a 
veterinarian August gives Jacob a job in the 
circus. 
   Soon after, August makes an acquisition 
of an old, seemingly untrainable elephant, 
Rosie as his next star attraction for his wife, 
Marlena to ride upon.  It soon becomes 
apparent of Augusts’ dark side and jealous 
streak through observing Jacob’s gentle 
demeanor compared to his often cruel 
approach to training the pachyderm. Out 

of frustration because of the debt of this 
purchase has put on August as part of. His 
philosophy for survival in the circus business 
against Augusts’ personal disdain for the 
bigger and successful rival, Ringling Bros, 
circus But Rosie seems to only respond well 
to Jacob who later discovers that Rosie can 
respond to orders when given in polish.
         With the sympathetic Jacob descvi9sion 
to stay with the circus out of love of Marlena 
and care for Rosie’s welfare.  It was bound 
to lead to a confrontation when during a 
celebration meant for Jacob who helped turn 
around the circus’ fortune.
         When Augusts’ jealousy is confirmed 
by watching Marlena’s conversation with 
Jacob that misleads the true reason behind 
this circus’s demise. The underlying revolt 
that isn’t as obvious enough in the script 
and film as it should have been. The revolt 
among the unpaid and disgruntled workers 
who decide to unleash the caged animals 
during a sold out performance. Where 
ultimately August gets what he deserves 
from the elephant, Rosie in responds to 
August strangling his wife, Marlena. But we 
don’t get what we deserve enough from this 
movie. 
         Even though the film is nicely bookended 
by Hal Holbrook as Jacob in his senior years 
who  escapes the retirement home to return 
to his true home at a circus that he arrives 
too late for its performance. Where a young 
circus employer (Paul Schneider) becomes 

fascinated by the old gent who responds to 
an old publicity photo of Marlena and the 
elephant to tell the story in flashback.
         For the most part, it’s never an easy 
task to condense a popular book into an 
acceptable movie adaptation without 
making a few disconnecting mistakes. 
While director Francis Lawrence provides 
the right balance and discretion. here. The 
romance seems often one sided because as 
interesting as Pattinson’s character is; due to 
the circumstances that led to him becoming 
a grown up Toby Tyler” who runs away to 
the circus. 
         Reese Witherspoon comes off adequate 
but not very interesting Her character is 
more like a boring pawn being blinded by 
the film’s most compelling and complex 
character played effectively by Christoph 
Waltz who is the glue that holds this film 
together. 
   Waltz’s character is a complicated man 
who loses control that resembled the flip 
side of Charlton Heston’s circus boss role 
in director Cecil B. DeMille’s soapy but 
entertaining 1952 Oscar winner, “The 
Greatest Show on Earth”. 
   While “Water For Elephants” is designed 
to be this love story under the big top. It 
doesn’t have the heat and passion to flow 
enough to be believable in this tepid love 
triangle. PG-13; 122min. A 20th Century 
Fox Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters

Phone:(773)542-7300
Fax:(773)521-4153
Email: ltlumpkin@betterboys.org
Pilsen-Little Village
Enlace Chicago
Phone:(773)542-9233 Ext.12
Fax:(773)542-9233
Email: jarteaga@enlacechicago.org
Rogers Park
Organization of the North East
Phone:(773)769-3232
Fax:(773)769-0729
Email: mailto:cory@onechicago.org
Roseland
Community Assistance Programs
Phone:(773)468-1993
Fax:(773)468-1983
Email: ishort@capsinc.org
South Shore
Black United Fund of Illinois, Inc.
Phone:(773)324-0494
Fax:(773)324-6678
Email: talmadge@bufi.org
West Garfield Park
Chicago Area Project
Phone:(312)663-3574

See page 7
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THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS
CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

3 BEDROOMS Hardwood floors, ceiling fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove and 
refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424

2-1/2BEDROOMS HEAT-INCL. $800 a month 1-month rent & 
1month security Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-287-
5779

CHICAGO WESTSIDE HOMAN SQUARE APTS 2br $900 - 
3br $1000. Tenant pays light & gas. Section 8 welcome, Pick up 
applicayion at 3607 W. Polk, Mon-Fri 9:30am - 4:30pm.

1807 S. ST. LOUIS Conveniently located near 
public transportation. Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

2 BEDROOMS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo plus two months security Call 773-522-0733

CLEAN SPACIOUS THREE BDRM 
apartment-newly rehabbed, large living room 
and kitchen, with appliances, hardwood 
floors, tenant pays heat, forced-air. Contact 
773 838-8471

APARTMENTS FOR RENT -  
LAWNDALE AND AUSTIN AREAS 2 
bedrooms $775 – 2416 W. Roosevelt. 1 
bedroom $675.00 @ 320 N. Mason and 
Studio apts - $585.00 @ 320 N. Mason. 
Immediately available. 1 month security 
. Plus 1st month rent required. No Pets, 
Contact Ms. Kilgore (773) 447-7377 or 
9712, Also Commercial space available @ 
2416 W. Roosevelt.

FOR RENT 2, 3, 4, AND 5 BDRM 
HOUSES AND CONDOS. Newly 
remodeled with appliances. Some of my units 
have heat included and some have no security. 
3506 W. Huron and 2115 W. Farwell, both 
one bdrm. 2133 W. Howard, 2 bdrms, 1840 S. 
Harding 4 bdrms, hardwood floors, washer, 
dryer, and dishwasher. (no security). 3708 W 
Lexington 3 bdrm condo, first fl, hardwood 
flrs, washer, dryer, and dishwasher. 3840 W. 
Van Buren 4 bdrms and 4300 W. Adams 4 
bdrms. Call Vincent at 708-473-5464. 

APT FOR RENT 1500 S. Hamlin, 1st Fl. unit. 3 bdrms, 1 bth, garage park, Lv rm/Dn rm 
Hrdwd flrs. Call 630/625-2812. Avail. 2/1

APT FOR RENT 3-1/2 RMS (1BDRM) 
secure building 1501 S. Kilbourn, appliances 
included cooking gas and heat, sec 8 
welcome $700 per month  call 773-522-4024

APT FOR RENT Two (2)  Bedrooms, 
Living Room/Dining Room Newly 
Remodeled Kitchen and Bathroom 
Enclosed Backporch, Heat Included 
Location: Cermak and Keeler (1st FL), 
Chicago, IL Rental Fee: $800.00 Plus 
one month security deposit For more 
information call 815-577-0773
ROOM FOR RENT $350 per month. 
$150 deposit. 1654 S. Homan. Utilities are 
included  Men Only. Call 773/557-9421.

Urban Art Retreat at 1957 S. Spaulding offers free programs onsite 
including- Women's Residence, Adult Art Studio, Group Discussions,  
Art Gallery receptions, Children's Program, volunteer opportunities; 
&  subcontracts to provide Therapeutic Art Program for other 
organizations.  UAR offers services for artists & non-artists. Visitors 
Day is Saturdays from 11-3 p.m. Currently compiling a list of adults 
and teens who want  paid apprenticeships. Check out the website!   
www.urbanartretreat.com 

ART PROGRAMS

2 ROOM FOR RENT $400-$450. 13th & 
Kildare, 3rd Fl. Men preferred. Call (773) 
885-0968

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR

Illinois Redistricting
There is an important issue that is facing Chicago, 
more importantly the Westside of Chicago about how 
the new legislative and Senatorial Districts should 
be drawn. One of the important things the African-
American community cannot fall short on is to let their 
voice be heard. This hearing on April 30 at Malcolm 
X College is imperative that African-Americans 
show up in numbers to voice their opinion because if 
we don’t, the new boundaries for the legislative and 
Senatorial Districts will not truly reflect us. It will 
unfairly reflect different ethnic groups other than 
African-American. So we must stay vigilant and 
show up with our concerns that they don’t dilute our 
community and leave our legislative and Senatorial 
district intact so that we are not cutup into three or 
more districts. That is the most important thing, that 
we remain intact so that we have a strong voice.

Saundra Spellman

Fax:(312)663-5873
Email: howardlathan@yahoo.com
Woodlawn
The Woodlawn Organization
Phone:(773)256-2905
Fax:(773)752-5112
Email: georgette@twochicago.org
South Suburbs
Bremen Township and part of Bloom Township
Grand Prairie Services
Phone:(708)503-9670 Ext.8432
Fax:(708)614-7831
Email: sward@gpsbh.org
Rich Township and part of Bloom Township
Southland Health Care Forum
Phone:(708)756-1000 Ext.3442
Fax:(708)756-9986
Email: peter@potentialdifference.com
Thornton Township
Healthcare Consortium of Illinois
Phone:(708)841-9515 Ext.2232
Fax:(708) 841-9681
Email: jdavis@hcioline.org

Youth from page 6
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INTERSTATE
Muffler & Automotive Repair

2158 South Pulaski 
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

Chicago

773-522-0122

My, how time does fly by when you are standing still.
 That is my gut reaction as the sesquicentennial of the 

costliest threat to national unity in the history of our nation, the 
U.S. Civil War, is remembered this month.

  Because that recollection finds the United States again 
becoming a house rabidly divided by extreme demarcations 
rooted in race.  And, as we approach the tri-centennial of the 
infamous Willie Lynch speech to colonial Virginia slave owners, 
we are again ignoring the elemental dictum of timeless wisdom 
that warns:  “… a house divided against itself will not stand.”

Then Illinois U.S. Representative Abraham Lincoln 
delivered those words in a speech in Springfield on June 16, 1858, 
three years before presiding as president over the long brutal war 
that preserved a union that has effectively remained divided by 
race since Appomattox ended the armed conflict.

 Lincoln’s famous address, aimed at framing the preservation 
of the union as antithetical to slavery, came some 70 years after 
the U.S. Constitution sanctioned slavery as a foundation of the 
country’s economy and 166 years after Lynch told his listeners 
on the James River that his following his advice would help them 
preserve slavery for “hundreds of years, maybe thousands.”

Lynch’s simple method of guaranteeing slavery as a self-
producing institution was centered on creating fear, distrust and 
envy among the slaves to keep them divided and controllable.  He 
identified such factors as age, height, shade of skin color, sex and 
other “differences” to create divisive distrust among the slaves 
because,  “…distrust is stronger than trust, and envy is stronger 
than adulation, respect, or admiration.” 

Nearly 300 years since Lynch’s speech, the fruit of his 
poisonous creed continues to ripen among black Americans still 
divided by superficial fault lines in a devastated community near 
collapse that can ill afford disunity at any level.

But the petty and destructive divisions among us cultivated 
by the slave producing environment founded on Lynch’s 
centuries old program was on full display in Chicago during our 
recent mayoral and aldermanic elections. Blacks could not unite 
and lost out, just as they did during the earlier state elections 
when a decades old personal grudge possibly denied Illinois its 
first black lieutenant governor.

I could go on of course, about how black folk have been 
programmed to distrust each other and fail at uniting behind 
a common agenda. But I do not want to mislead anyone into 

thinking I am just talking about “a black thing.”
Because if the truth be told, the program of successful 

enslavement that Willie Lynch advocated to his listeners on a James 
River bank in Virginia before  U. S. independence, was merely an 
unrefined, simplified blueprint for America’s version of free market 
capitalism, as it existed in 1712, and as it exists today into the 21st 
Century.  For the U.S. Constitutional framers put Lynch’s program 
to good use when they founded this nation with a sanction for slavery 
and a denial of equal rights to all but wealthy land-owning white men.

The have nots in America of all colors have been sustaining their own 
enslavement ever since. And nothing less than a nationwide Willie Lynch 
economic and social program has allowed the rich and powerful to keep 
ordinary Americans divided and suspicious of each other since colonial 
days while creating a 2011 America, where less than 500 of the top richest 
households in the country have robbed and stolen their way to more than 60 
percent of the nation’s wealth. An affinity for Lynch’s method of making 
slaves “self-generating and self-refueling” also enabled the bankers and 
corporations of this country to help themselves to staggering bailouts 
and tax breaks a the public trough two years ago while lengthening the 
unemployment rolls and taking money from the working poor.

Even the much ballyhooed Tea Party crowd running around 
shouting about “taking our country back” is nothing more than the 
product of Willie Lynch programming. Made fearful by the actual 
election of a black president, they truly no longer trust a government 
they once depended on to maintain their hegemony in the nation. And 
they are filled with loathing envy of very rich, who ironically would be 
the only group of Americans that would really benefit from the rabid 
policies espoused by ignorant, working class Tea Party fanatics.

So, perhaps it is poetic justice for us all that the 150th anniversary 
of the beginning of the Civil War finds race again at the center of 
our current state of disunity. Because just like back in 1861, we are 
hearing the old bromides about the sanctity of states’ rights and the 
dangers of an overreaching federal government.  Secessionist rhetoric 
tinged with less than subtle bigotry and a perceived notion of lost 
freedoms is filling the airwaves and the national political discourse.

Gun ownership is running rampant and bipartisanship has become 
political poison with a black man in the White House. Democracy has 
simply become a tool for widening the divide between rich and poor.

But unlike then, the triumph of the disunity forces next year and 
beyond won’t just keep black Americans enslaved. 

And time will continue standing still.
Just saying.

LANE CHANGE:Willie Lynch Still Enslaves 
U.S. 150 Year After the Civil War Began

A Commentary by Travles R. Lane


