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The 21st and Homan Annual 
Block Club Party was started in 
September, 1960.  It was originated 
by Mr. Willie D. Anderson and Mr. 
Bennie M. Montgomery, Sr.  The 
street was blocked off and there 
was plenty of good eating, dancing 
and entertainment.  

In 1960, the Westside was 
racially changing and 21st and 
Homan also went through this 
metamorphosis.   Original residents 

21st anD Homan avenue  50tH annuaL BLoCk CLuB PaRty
Krystan Nobles

were: Eastside of the block: The 
McTeers’, The Wilsons,  The Prices  
(upstairs and downstairs)  The 
Griffins, The Kidds’ The Gibsons’, 
The Rollersons’, The Andersons, 
The Richardsons, The Bensons,  
The  Paynes, The Skeletons’,  
The Evans’, The Turners’,   The 
Sidneys,  The  Baileys’.  

Westside of the block: The 
Barrett  Sisters, The Wades, The 
Jones,  Ms. Groom,  The Brooks, 

The Polks, The Binghams,   
The Saffolds,  Dvoraks,  The  
Montgomerys, The Moffatts,  Mr. 
Jones,  The Garretts,  The Wardells, 
The Jones, The Winsleys,  The 
Morris’ Reeds, The Williams,   Ms. 
Sophie,   The Lewis’, The Jordans, 
The Barnetts, The Moores’.

This year marks the 50th 
Anniversary of the Block Club 
Parties.  The residents of 21st and 
Homan prepared an extravaganza 

not to be topped.  The festivities 
started at 12:00pm.  From 12:00 – 
4:00 there was music and on-going 
games and the city contributed the 
“Jumpin Jack”.  At 5:00pm, there 
was a “Wrap around 21st and 
Homan and the Balloon Tribute.  
The residents and guests all held 
hands and literally wrapped 
around 21st and Homan, a prayer 
and Gospel Songs were sung.  
At 5:30pm the Balloon Tribute 

started.  This consists of a balloon 
with your deceased one’s name on 
it and letting it go.  There was also 
Vendor Booths set up and a “Wall 
of Honor consisting of all our 
deceased ones over 50 years.  

 The Block club of 21st 
and Homan was definitely an 
extravagant occasion. The overall 
theme this year was “A day at 
the Carnival”. There were tons 
of people enjoying their day on 
this warm Saturday of August 
28th. The selections of food were 
innumerable and set out for 
everyone to eat. Love ones caught 
up, people met new people and 
mingled while children played 
numerous amounts of games. 
The DJ was there entertaining 
throughout the entire event. There 
was none stop variety of tasteful 
music for every age.  The DJ was 
a very good help with the fun-
filled game of Musical chairs. The 
overall theme of 21st Block Club 
party this year was “A day at the 
Carnival”. 

There was a Popcorn Machine 
filled with natural buttery, light-
salted old fashion popcorn.  Games 
from the hit television show 

See 21st page 5

It is a festival that provides 
cuisine from various Chicago 
restaurants, music from both well-
known and not-so-well known 
artists and an opportunity for 
Black Americans to experience the 
African Culture. And it has done so 
for decades. This year, during Labor 
Day Weekend people have once 
again came together to experience 
the African Festival of Arts. The 
festival, located at Washington 
Park, welcomed its participants 
as they shopped at African stores, 
hung out at the McCafe Groove 

African Festival of the Arts Bringing
 Africa to Washington Park

Nicholas Short

Suite to dance with recording artist 
Cupid, and more.

At the festival, which took 
place on September 3-6, various 
organizations, companies, local 
restaurants, venders, filmmakers 
and music artists set up booths that 
display to all participants what they 
had to offer. Among these groups 
are the Chicago Commission on 
Human Relations, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, Kenny’s Ribs and Chicken, 
and the African Heritage Pavilion.

While exploring these booths, 
one could discover a vast display of 

products and services that people 
can enjoy. Most of these booths 
introduced African products—
body oils, goats milk and chai soap, 
African statues, etc.—to attendees. 
One booth offered Malachite 
Gemstones, stones that serve as 
protectors that shield those who 
wear them from negative energies 
and pollutants. Countless booths 
featured colorful African clothing 
and jewelry. Attendees browsed 
through these areas, examining 
clothes and trying on bracelets. 

Venders offered a variety of 

products: paintings, t-shirts with 
President Barack Obama’s face on 
the front, booklets of legendary 
fairly tales (except with Black 
characters), and others. One 
booth featured a salesman who 
performed a demonstration for 
Quality Care, a cleaning product 
that helps eliminate dirt various 
surfaces. Witnesses watched with 
great interest while watching the 
salesmen, who boosted about the 
product like an infomercial. Another 
booth provided chair messages for 

See Fest page 5
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Sarah Saffold block club president,  with 21st and Homan 
block residents Hattie Reed adn  Kenny Reed

21st and Homan block residents chillin early during the 
Block Club event
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
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Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis, Phillip Lewis 
Dominique Mack, and Denzelle Gresham distributed 
weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: September 16, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN THE 
NORTH LAWNDALE 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOR RATES CALL
312-492-9090
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So now, we have come to this in the 21st Century 
version of Chicago’s Gang Warfare:  The police use parole 
officers to trick the leaders of the gangsters into attending 
a clandestine meeting so chiefs of the CPD and the Feds 
could threaten to hold all of them accountable for what 
any one of their underlings does. The gangster honchos 
respond by calling press conferences to complain of 
harassment and intimidation. Meanwhile, the politicians 
on either side of the issue are spinning the development 
as “negotiating” with criminals or “forming a dialog” 
with the enemy as a prelude to a ceasefire.

Poor Police Superintendent Jody Weis just can not 
win in this town. The man just does not seem to understand 
the law enforcement mentality of this Midwestern 
hotbed of American values, especially when in comes 
to policing the neighborhoods of color that harbor the 
bulk of the gangsters and the violence that infest urban 
ghettos. Chicago Police do not talk to gang bangers; 
they simply demonstrate to them that the police are the 
biggest, toughest gang in the Windy City. They do this by 
out-scheming, out-lying, out-hustling and out-gunning 
the thugs of the West Side and South Side. Elliott Ness 
and The Untouchables did not talk to Al Capone or Frank 
Nitty & Co. in the Chicago Gang Wars of the 20th Century. 
They did not use an Officer Friendly farce of meeting 
like the one Weis, a career FBI administrator, seems to 
think will work today, in communities where people are 
asked daily to choose between allegiance to the gangsters 
in their families or to the heavily-armed, heavy-handed 
gangsters storming into their neighborhoods wearing 
cop uniforms. Because as this city’s history attests, the 
police of Chicago are used to shooting crooks down, 
not talking to them. Black folk on the West and South 
Sides know that, and they could care less for meetings 
simply so the crooks terrorizing their neighborhoods can 
hear threats of a future police crackdown if the shooting 
doesn’t somehow magically stop. We are living with a 
crackdown already as we struggle right now to survive 
the gang bangers and the cops who target them in and 
near our homes.

And that, in a nutshell, is the tough-choice dilemma 
the superintendent must first address before employing 
blank rounds of tough talk while real bullets are flying 
all over around here in what is essentially a street level 
gunfight.

In any an environment ruled by the gun, only 
more or better guns will prevail. Talking does not stop 
bullets. So, with killers taking out cops around here at an 
alarming rate, perhaps, in the end, the only real purpose 
of the meeting was to prepare black neighborhoods for 
the prohibition era-like carnage coming soon live and in 
living color to a West Side and South Side street near 
you.

And speaking of carnage, I, like many critics and 
pundits, was less than impressed with President Obama’s 
“historic” speech about the supposed end of U.S. combat 
in Iraq. He sounded so much like all the other white 
presidents before him when he talked about “turning the 
page” on the unjustified death, destruction and human 
misery still being wrought by this wrong of the United 
States government. He also sounded like a man who has 
not known military service and has no concept of what 
his country has lost in asking its servicemen to kill and 
die for a lie, even long after the lie has been exposed. 
President Obama, who opposed the war with much 
vigor in a show of political courage before the invasion, 
would have been much more credible and effective in his 
address had he announced criminal charges against those 
started the war in the first place. The justice of that day 
is the only real victory this war could ever truly produce.

Finally, a quick comment regarding Mayor Daley’s 
bombshell decision not to seek re-election: Seems like de 
ja vu all over again to me as it looks as if the mayor has 
taken a page from former President W. Bush’s playbook. 
You know, the page that says screw everything so badly 
when your time is up so that no matter who succeeds you, 
people will never know life as any worse than it is when 
you leave. That way the person who replaces you and 
tries to clean up the mess you have made, instead gets 
blamed for making it while everyone absent-mindedly 
recall your tenure as the “good old days.” 

The plan worked splendidly for Bush, didn’t it?
Ask Obama. 

LANE CHANGE: 
GanGsteR meetinG Just a 
PReLuDe  to vioLenCe in 

CominG CRaCkDown
A Commentary

BY TRAVLES R. LANE
 the1tlane@yahoo.com

Excited about being the recipient 
of funding of the Illinois State Small 
Business Development Center, 
the Lawndale Business and Local 
Development Corporation has been 
serving Chicago’s Lawndale area and 
surrounding communities since 1985. 
Although the Lawndale Business and 
Local Development Corporation’s 
name speaks for itself, the corporation’s 
chief service is that it aids potential and 
existing business owners in not only 
determining the feasibility of starting 
a particular business, but also it assists 
in the development and maintenance 
of businesses. In essence, LBLDC 
promotes economic well being. Eric 
Strickland, LBLDC’s Executive 
Director expresses concerning the 
recent funding: “We wrote a proposal 
earlier this year and were awarded 
a year and a half contract for June to 
December of 2010, and then we have 
the full year of funding for 2011 from 

Lawndale Business and Local Development Receives SBDC 
Certification and STATE FUNDING

Crystal X Hale
the state of Illinois that we are very excited 
about.” Considering that the LBLDC is one of 
Chicago’s leading development corporations it is 
easy to see how funding should serve as a great 
support to the corporation. LBLDC offers a wide 
range of services for not only individuals looking 
to open their own business with services ranging 
from developing business plans to Accounting 
assistance, but it also provides the everyday 
individual with the prospect of information and 
resources regarding employment opportunities. 

“We offer services from getting the 
smallest pothole repaired to doing industrial 
revenue bonds. It really depends on the needs 
of the client,” says, Mr. Strickland. “It could be 
program assistance, it could be assistance with 
finding a suitable location for their business, it 
could be marketing needs…We provide a myriad 
of services. Whatever the client needs, we’re 
going to try to find someone who could assist 
them with that need; whatever it might be…We 
have a broad range of experience however we’re 
not adverse to using outside agencies and/or 
individuals who have a specific expertise.” 

According to Mr. Strickland, some of the entities 
that LBLDC works with are: Northwestern 
Law School, University of Chicago Law 
School, Entrepreneurship Center, Chicago 
Community Ventures, including various banks 
and investment brokers. Strickland also names 
some of the currently operating businesses 
that the LBLDC has assisted in either business 
development or business transitioning such as: 
Cermak Auto Auction; Nationwide Furniture 
(5th Ave. and Kostner); and Diana’s Bananas 
(West Harrison Area). 

Fast Track Entrepreneurship Training 
Program, an LBLDC program consisting of 
a 14 week course is proud to announce its 
recent graduation ceremony, Tuesday August 
31, 2010. The graduation ceremony completed 
the LBLDC’s first Fast Track course. The 
graduating class consisted of 10 individuals 
of the original 15 that not only were able 
to determine the feasibility of starting their 
particular business amidst multiple business 

See LBLDC page 4
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VOICE OF COMMUNITY MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION, NFP 

A HUD-LOCAL HOUSING COUNSELING AGENCY 

3456 W. Fluournoy St. 

Chicago, IL 60624 

Phone: 773-265-0477 

Call to Pre-Register today 

LEARN HOW TO BUY; Chicago NSP 

Homes, HUD Homes or a New or Used 

Homes 

> THIS IS A GOOD TIME TO BUY 
A HOME! 

> How much can you afford to 
buy? 

> Learn how to Build a better 
Credit Score? 

> Learn how to Budget for your 
Future 

> What Government Programs 
do you qualify for? 

> How much Money do you 
NEED to Buy a HOME? 

> Learn NEW Laws for buying a 
home. 

 

 

 
Join us , call and pre -register 

for this class  

(773)265-0477 

Seats are limited 

Starting: 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010,   

6:00pm to 8:30pm 

 Garfield Park Conservatory 

300 N. Central Park, Chicago, IL 60624  

FIRST-TIME 
HOMEBUYER 
EDUCATION 
WORKSHOP 

FREE 

"Saving Homes, Saving 
Families, Empowering A 

Community" 
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Chicago’s Historic Route 66 Classic Car 
Show is returning to Ogden Avenue (Route 
66), 3827 W. Ogden on Sunday, September 
19, 2010 at 12 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

 This annual car and bike show is 
Chicago’s only car show on Historic Route 
66 and will be presenting its 3rd year in the 
community of North Lawndale.  Admission 
is free to the public while the atmosphere is 
filled with food, games, entertainment and 

CLASSIC CAR SHOW ON OGDEN AVENUE
local vendors.

The theme for the 3rd Annual Chicago’s 
Historic Route 66 Classic Car Show is “Help 
Save Our Youth”.   

Local non profit youth organizations 
will present their services to the community 
and bring awareness to their mission 
statements.  

Classic and antique cars will be on 
display while the sound of Rock-n-Roll, 

Soul, Blues and Classic R&B welcome 
visitors from across the Chicagoland area. 

Some of the sponsors and supporters 
include City of Chicago, Lou Malnati’s 
Pizzaria, Lawndale Community Church, 
Turtle Wax and Car Bright.  

For more information or to register 
your classic car/ motorcycle go to www.
carsonroute66.com or call Drew Goldsmith 
at 773-592-4718. 

related and personal variables that should 
be considered and weighed before investing 
time and money toward a business venture, 
but graduates are moving toward and/or in 
the process of business development. Fast 
Track’s 14 week course includes: Business 
plan development, financial management 
workshops, financial projections, and the 
opportunity to apply for small business 
loans. The course is $250 and one does 
not have to be a member of the LBLDC 
to take advantage of its course; although 
one is expected to become a member after 
the starting of a business. The $250 “that 
basically just covers the cost of the material” 
explains LBLDC’s Chief Financial Officer, 
Dottie Johnson. “A comparable course 
which is being taught at any of the major 
universities...” Johnson expresses, “would 
run you anywhere probably closer to 
$3,000-$5,000. It’s a great deal, and what 
we’re trying to do is get underwriting for 
the program so that we can cut the cost 
even further, but right now we’re going 
to just make sure we’re covering our bare 
minimum.” In addition Johnson expressed 
the desire to see clients take advantage of 
state and city benefits that may assist them 
in their endeavors.

LBLDC’s Membership fees are at 
the minimum $50 annually for individuals 
and ranges from $100 to $1,000 annually 
for businesses, relative to the size of the 
organization. Membership allows persons to 
take advantage of an array of resources that 
the company has to offer, which includes and 
are not limited to networking opportunities, 
seminars, simply mere assistance in multiple 
business related arenas, etc. Additional fees 
may be required, depending on clients’ 
individual business related needs and 
sought-out outside resources. However in 
expressing the efforts that the organization 
will go to in order to minimize client 
challenges, Strickland expresses, “if there is 
a way where we can direct someone to get 
free legal assistance, we will do that.” 

LBLDC from page 3

ADVERTISE WITH THE 
NORTH LAWNDALE 
COMMUNITY NEWS!

FOR MORE INFO 
CALL 312/492-9090
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Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. LAwndale Avenue

773-257-0497

Looking for 2-6 year olds
WE HELP WITH POTTY TRAINING

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. Lawndale
Chicago, IL 60623

Open 6am - 6pm
(73) 257-0497

CALL TODAY!

One of Valerie F. Leonard’s ideas for resolving the 24th Ward’s 
dilemmas is “participatory government,” a form of government 
that allows its people to contribute in the governing of their own 
area by cooperating with their public officials during community 
projects and programs. And she promises that, if she becomes 
alderman for the area, she will bring everyone together to clean up 
their neighborhood.

Input from the people is important to Leonard, who is a 
community development consultant. She believes that an alderman 
must exchange ideas and strategies with his (or her) residents to 
develop surefire ways to improve their community. That is why 
she desires to construct a group of business owners, residents, 
people from non-profits, and others that will come up with methods 
involving the development of housing, arts and culture, economic 
development, job creation and education in the area.

But her desire to bring people together is merely one of her 
reasons to vote for her: “I’ve had experience working with a large 
municipal government, raising funds.” She was preferring her time 
in New York City in 1990, where she created marketing strategies 
for the city’s $6 billion general obligation bond program. (She 
also carries a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from Spelman 
College in Atlanta, Georgia, and a Master of Management degree 
with concentrations in finance and marketing from the Kellogg 
Graduate School of Management in Evanston, Illinois.)

Leonard declared that, since Chicago has a $700 million 
budget, her experience in municipal finance makes her a great 
candidate. “You need checks and balances between the legislative 
branch and the executive branch. So I’ll use those skills I learned 
in New York to exercise checks and balances over the budgeting 
process,” she said.

Another incentive for voters to choose her is her expertise 
in non-profit sector, raising funds, strategic planning, and other 
capacity-building activities. “My job as alderman would be to 
create an environment where those non-profit organizations can 
grow. We have over 200 non-profit organizations in the 24th Ward. 
And they need to be developed more fully so they can better serve 
our constituents and so they can better compete for federal funds,” 
she said. Right now, she added, a handful of major non-profit 
organizations receive the bulk of the money while smaller, more 
grounded organizations do not receive enough funds.

Leonard was born and raised in the 24th Ward, and has 

vaLeRie LeonaRD wants to woRk CLoseLy 
witH tHe 24tH waRD to soLve its PRoBLems 

Nicholas Short

been deeply invested in her community for several decades. Her 
community work includes her membership with the Lawndale 
Alliance, where she became well endowed in examining and 
analyzing policies that “impact our lives.”

Issues that greatly affect the lives of her residents are an 
immense concern for her. When asked by NLCN about her 
solution to the crime in the area, she replied: “I think the best way 
to take care of crime is to give people decent alternatives. One of 
the drivers of crime is economics.” People sell drugs on the street, 
she said, because there are no other options. 

Leonard said that young people in particular are must be 
involved in organized activities. There are very few activities 
for them to choose from, so they’re just “hanging around” as a 
result. “As they say, ‘the idle mind is the Devil’s workshop.’ You 
got to give them something to do,” she said. Young residents, she 
added, need jobs and recreational activities, because once the 
community gets them engaged in activities, “you’ll really begin to 
see the crime rate fall.” She plans to work with schools directly to 
encourage them to collaborate with afterschool organizations. But 
the activities will not just be for recreation, even though recreation 
is important to Leonard. She wants to set up activities that reinforce 
what the youth are learning at school.

As for creating the jobs to keep people—young and old—
away from trouble, she feels that the right solution is to encourage 
entrepreneurship in the area. Her strategy is to lure businesses 
to relocate in the area. A great way to do this is to “create an 
environment that’s attractive to the businesses,” she said. 

Among her methods of making the 24th Ward more appealing 
is to improve its workforce, and she plans to develop the workforce 
by giving them the skills that they need. “There’s a significant 
development that needs to happen with our workforce. There are 
a number of people that needs to go through remedial training, 
giving the dropout rate,” she said. 

She is also concerned about the health of her fellow residents. 
So she wants to create a campaign that teaches them about medical 
diseases that are serious problems in their area.  The campaign 
will educate people about such diseases as diabetes and teach them 
how to take care of themselves in order to avoid the aliments. “It’s 
about changing our lifestyle,” she said.  

People who want to volunteer or make donations for Leonard’s 
campaign can call (773) 521-3137.

“Minute to Win It” were played. 
Children did face painting 
which they really enjoyed. 
All the kids seemed to have 
enjoyed the arts and crafts. You 
could tell that everyone was 
having a blast by the smiles 
on their faces; it was very rare 
to see a frown on anyone’s 
face. Everything calmed down 
when it was time for prayer 
and the balloon release for the 
deceased. The atmosphere was 
then filled with emotions. At 
night everyone got together for a 
dance- off. There were a lot of people doing 
all sorts of dances too many different artists. 
Overall it was an overwhelming event that 
everyone will remember.

Comments:
“The 50th Annual Block Club Party was 

the best I’ve seen in years. A lot of people           
came back on 21st and Homan that has been 
gone for a long time. There were many old 
timers that came back. One family came 
back that I haven’t seen in almost 40 years. 
It was a great, great turnout! There were 
approximately 400-500 people that showed 
up. From 8:00am to midnight, the street of 
Homan was filled with people. Everyone 
brought their grills out and had a good time.”, 
said Sarah Saffold, Block Club President.

“Candidate for 24th Ward Alderman 
Vetrice Boyce also came out and supported 
the Block Club Party. She said it was the 
best one that she had been to that day out 
of five others. Alderman Dixon wasn’t able 
to  make it because she was having here 
back to school event. Isaac Lewis, publisher 
of North Lawndale Community News also 
attended and took pictures,” said Sarah 
Saffold.

“Other people said that it was the best 

21st from front page

Block Club party that 21st and Homan has 
held in years. They brought many generations 
to join them. Everyone said that they had a 
great time and they’ll never forget it,” said 
Sarah Saffold.

“Being in charge of the entertainment 
is always exciting for me. The party was 
a nice turn-out. The wrap around and the 
prayer was my favorite part of the day. By 
this being a monumental year for our Block 
Party, I find it to be one of the greatest yet. 
People made sure that they acknowledged 
all the hard work and effort I put into this 
event. They loved the décor, games, and the 
theme. Everyone said that the Block Club 
Staff did a superb job,” said Sarah L. Mack,  
Block Club Vice-President

“The Block Club was well planned and 
worked out very smoothly. It was definitely 
memorable. It was our first time ever doing 
the wrap around and the prayer and it worked 
out beautifully. It was a very graceful setting. 
Since there are so many deaths happening 
there were more closeness between 
everyone. I saw people that I haven’t seen 
in about 30 years got together which made 
it better than the other ones,” said Dorothy 
Saffold, Block Club Secretary.

$2 per minute.
Another organization, Black 

McDonald’s Operators Association of 
Chicago (BMOA), provided guests with 
music from DJ B-Syde and McCafe 
giveaways (which included t-shirts, towels 
and coffee mugs) at their McCafe Groove 
Suite.  Guests either relaxed at the suite’s 
Miami-inspired all white lounge or danced 
to the sounds of R & B, Gospel, Hip-Hop, 
Old School, Reggae and House.  At 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, September 4, they watch and 
listened as Cupid performed for them on 
the suite’s stage.

Cupid, who was well-known for his 
popular song and dance the Cupid Shuffle, 
made a few adjustments to his steps and 
morphed his dance into the McCafe 
Shuffle to promote McDonald’s McCafe 
products. Several audience members ran 
to the stage and joined him as he sang his 
song and demonstrated his new dance. All 
of the people on stage danced with delight, 
having no problem following Cupid’s 
moves.

In the back of the audience were two 

Fest from front page flat screen televisions that played Cupid’s 
latest video, a McDonald’s commercial 
dedicated to promoting McCafe. The 
artist has been working with McDonalds 
on a national level, urging his fans and his 
supporters to give McDonald’s McCafe 
smoothies, lathes, and other beverages a 
try. (Cupid’s commercial has appeared 
nationality and is currently on YouTube.)

Other venders, such as Steve Bell, 
sold books that were designed to ignite 
inspiration for African-Americans. His 
book, Black Cattle, is a collection of his 
ideologies that he developed through 
his experiences. The book, which was 
described by him as a “blueprint for the 
black household,” tackled several topics 
that are very important to Black people: 
self-confidence, setting goals, relations, 
procrastination, etc. “The more you know, 
the more you can do with the knowledge 
you accumulate,” he said.

Bell, a salesman for several years, 
wrote the book to provide guidance to those 
who need someone to steer them in the 
right direction. Funding for the book will 
go towards his program, the First Strike 
Program, which educates and informs 
students about the consequences of illegal 
activities using the Sentencing Guild Lines 
of the Criminal and Procedures law book, 
according to the book’s website. (Those 
who want to learn more about Bell and his 
book can go to www.blackcattlebook.com 
or www.firststrikeprogram.org)

Bell has been a participant of the 
festival for twenty years. He enjoys the 
“variety of creativity that is displayed 
through the arts of our talented Africans 
and African-Americans.”

Photo credit: PHOTOS (C) 2010, COURTESY 
FLOWERS COMMUNICATIONS GROUP.

aDveRtise
witH tHe noRtH LawnDaLe news

312 492-9090

Sarah Saffold, Block Club President 21st and Homan Block Club
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HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER WITH A NEW APARTMENT!!!

UNIT BUILDING      UNIT ADDRESS    UNIT SIZE

MACHETE (**1/2) From one 
of the mock movie trailers that was 
spliced between two movies in 2008’s 
“Gtindhouse” that now spawns its 
own full length movie that somewhat 
continues  the homage to 1960’s 
drive-in, B movies. While shaping 
its action and mayhem around the 
immigration issue.

Robert Rodriguez’s bloody 
violent “Machete” offers veteran 
heavy character actor Danny Trejo in 
the lead role as a renegade ex federal 
agent who refuses to yield to his 
superiors’ order not to capture well 
connected drug lord, Torres (Steven 
Seagal) during a raid where Machete 
slices and dices his attackers,, but 
ends up witnessing the same violent 
on his wife and daughters. This action sequence 
happens to the best at the film’s beginning and 
the rest falters to a weak cop-out confrontation 
with Seagal in the finale

Meanwhile, a bunch of Texas “good old 
boys” led by vigilante land baron Von Jackson 
(Don Johnson) and U.S. senator Sam McLaughlin 
(Robert DeNiro) campaigning for a second term 
on a platform against immigrants; are videotaping 
themselves shooting down “wetbacks” trying to 
illegally cross the border     

Three years later, Machete s posing as a day 
laborer who’s nearby a taco vendor, Luz (Michelle 
Rodriguez) who turns out be the force behind an 
secret organization known as “the network” who 
opposes the violent treatment and laws against 
Mexican immigrants that is under surveillance 
by a U.S. immigration agent, Sartana (Jessica 
Alba). Meanwhile, Machete is approached by a 
well dressed Mexican, Booth (Jeff Fahey) who 
turns out to be an aide to McLaughlin who is link 
to Torres who intends a new borderline they can 
control to suppose the drug trade. 

Booth is too preoccupied to pay enough 
attention to his wife and his drug addict, April 
(Lindsay Lohan playing with her headlining 
image) that earlier her father rescues her from a 
meth lab hideout.

Booth hires Machete to kill McLaughlin in 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

24 hrs. for $150G’s that later turns out to be set-
up. When during an outdoor rally, McLaughlin is 
wounded in the leg by another sniper that helps 
his re-election campaign and crusade against 
immigrants. 

Naturally, Machete gets the blame and 
media attention that makes him a hunted man,   
Still, Machete searches for whose responsible 
while he strikes back violently on those hired 
trying to find, kill, and silence him.

And Machete gets some periodical 
assistance from Luz (that he gives the money 
to for the secret organization), a sympathetic 
immigration agent that respects for not getting 
intimate in bed together, and a rifle toting priest 
(Cheech Marin).

Like the way Machete wields his blades on 
his attackers, the script becomes just as choppy 
following a descent start. This might be intended, 
but still this film seems to contradict itself at times 
by its clean look compared to the intentional 
grainy and bad edited look in: Grindhouse”. 

Therefore, making”Machete” doesn’t seem” 
retro” enough to the movie genre as it should be. 
But still typical by its familiar script and over-
the-top, cartoon-ish violence, “Machete” has its 
certain appeal that serves well towards its blood-
lusting action fans. 

R; 104min. A 20th Century Fox Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters

PRINCE OF PERSIA: THE SANDS 
OF TIME (**1/2)  The latest video game 
transformed into an action adventure movie 
set in the Arabian nights that involve sibling 
rivalry over the quest to protect or exploit the 
magical dagger with sand that can alter time by 
a few minutes.

King Sharaman who rules Persia with his 
brother, Nizam (Sir Ben Kingsley who kind of 
favors Jafir from the animated “Aladdin”)

didn’t feel his family was complete 
enough with his two natural sons, Tus (Richard 
Coyle) and Garsiv (Toby Kebbell). Until the 
king observes the market place heroics of a 
young boy, Dastan (Destiny, get it?) that King 
Sharaman decides to adopt that grows into Jake 
Gyllenhaal who has the athletic, rustic look of 
Disney’s Aladdin.

Meanwhile, the king along with his 
Persian army has been tricked into believing 
holy city has been stealing weapons to their 
enemies. A battle strategy is created that Dastan 
and his roguish army jump start by storming a 
fortress. 

Where Dastan meets the lovely yet wily 
Princess Tamina (Gemma Arterton) who safe 
guards the magical dagger from falling into 
the wrong hands. Later the two team up when 
Dastan is framed for the poisoning death of 
the king and embarks a quest for the truth in 
between their love-hate relationship.

While Gyllenhaal makes a descent action 
hero, the lead role might have been more 
interesting if it were given to Alfred Molina in 
his shady role of Sheik Amar who nearly steals 
the film.

Even though the special effects are quite 
good and there’s a workman-like quality from 
director Mike Newell (“Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire”) that keeps the film in motion. 
The film doesn’t have enough twists and turns 
as the video game version in a script that feels 
a bit rushed and under developed.

PG-13’ 116min. Walt Disney Home Video; 
Available: Sept. 14

Disney’s THE BLACK CAULDRON: 
25th Anniversary (**1/2)  One of the least 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David H. Schultz

memorable of Disney’s animated features is 
one of the most ambitious and expensive yet 
indistinctive films that actually is pretty good. 

In this sword and sorcery tale about a 
young boy who must find the powerful cauldron 
before falling into the hand of the evil Horned 
King. Good storytelling for kids with enough 
impressive animated effects for buffs. While 
supporting characters, Grugi (a good guy0 and 
Creeper (a bad guy) have most of the good 
moments in the film.

 PG: 80min. Walt Disney Home Video; 
Available: Sept. 14

Coming Soon to Home Video: Adam 
Sandler, Kevin James, Chris Rock, David Spade 
and Rob Schneider are high school buddies who 
reunite as adults with the families at a summer 
camp in :Grown Ups” due out Nov. 9…. TV 
on DVD: “Grey’s Anatomy” The Complete 
Sixth Season” lives up to their sub title claim 
of”More is Better” by piling on the drama and 
trauma on the entire cast that arrives on DVD, 
Sept. 14….It’s spinoff, “Private Practice”: The 
Complete Third Season” is only adequate in its 
moral dilemmas over the cast’s medical cases, 
due out Sept. 14.
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ThE	NoRTh	LawNdaLE	CommuNiTY	NEwS’

CLaSSiFiEd		maRKETPLaCE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. utilities included. Men 
Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR 
RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

Are You Looking for a quiet 6 rm, 3 
bdrm apt?  Dining rm, kitchen, hrdwd 
flrs, drug free, smoke free, close to public 
transp. and schools. Fenced & safe family 
building. 900/mo utilities not included. We 
are looking for you. 773-521-9456
SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four bdrm 
apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer and dryer 
hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 west, 1300 
south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-793-0726
NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

CHRISTIANA & 19TH Totally rehabbed 
two bdrm/one bath apt with laundry in the 
unit. One larger bdrm, one smaller bdrm: 
ideal for 3 people or fewer. All amenities 
plus super insulation and energy efficient 
appliances. $800+utilities & sec deposit. 
No smokers, no pets. (773) 620-4986

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated 
light fixtures. Available immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 welcomed

HELP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 
1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 
3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling 
Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets 
and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2Bedrooms Heat-incl. $800 a month 
1-month rent & 1month security Mr.or 
Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-287-
5779

The summer is over, children 
nation wide are enrolling in 
school and focusing on what the 
new school year will bring. As 
parents prepare their children to 
stay in tune with their academics, 
they are also searching for 
ways to keep their children 
steadily motivated, in shape, and 
disciplined. While some parents 
turn to community outlets like the 
Boys and Girls Club of America 
to keep their children busy, others 
look to their churches and many 
feel that it is most important 
that schools provide programs 
like competitive sports, social 
awareness programs, conflict 
resolution programs, and home 
economics programs, etc. that 
will help children to become 
disciplined and groomed in “The 
Art Of Life.” But why is it that 
city and state officials are making 
the wrong investments especially 
when it comes to the youth? With 
a $370 million deficit, much re-
adjusting and re-arranging must 
take place, however the youth 
should not have to suffer, due 
to the incompetence and mis-
management of funds that the 
adults are responsible for.

Many parents expectations 
are high when it comes to 
introducing there child/children 
to a schooling system who’s 
duties are to provide programs 
that will fully educate the whole 
child, however, when it comes to 
Chicago’s Public School system 
and many public school systems 
nation wide, the youth just are not 
receiving what’s needed to cope 
in society. As it does take a village 
to raise the child everyone plays a 
major role, the parent, the school 
system and community, but as 
plain as our city, nation and world 
could see it, the city of Chicago 
is lacking in all three areas and 
as a result children everyday are 

aRe nation, City anD state offiCiaLs makinG tHe wRonG 
investments wHen it Comes to tHe youtH?

taLi BaHkit

dying and crying out in the streets 
of Chicago, begging for help.

Concerned coach Antonio 
Mclin, says “Children nation wide 
are suffering due to the lack of 
programming in Chicago Public 
Schools, the lack of funding for 
programs is the main reason why 
the crime rate is so high in the city 
of Chicago,” “An idol mind is the 
devils play ground, and this is the 
result of not caring for our youth, 
it is a shame.” Antonio, coached 
Simeon High School as assistant 
running back coach, Walter Payton 
College Prep as assistant head 
coach for football and Hubbard 
public school as football coach, 
girls basket and girls softball coach. 
Coach Mclin feels that a lack of 
programming is one of the main 
reasons why the youth are lacking 
in discipline and knows that if more 
positive programs were funded 
and put in place we would have 
disciplined happier youth and less 
crime in our city.

Parents, teachers and principals 
throughout the city of Chicago 
are in an uproar after the recent 
announcements given by Chicago 
Public School officials about all of 
the pay and budget cuts. Over 1,000 
teachers were laid-off and major 
programs for the youth were cut due 
to the major deficit. However, with 
much of what parents feel are the 
wrong programs being cut, funded is 
being put in the wrong place and the 
wrong investments are being made 
when it comes to the youth, which 
has caused a major domino effect 
on the the youth and the city. One 
parents says “Opposed to investing 
in programs that are beneficial to 
the youth, the school curriculum is 
full of classes that the youth can’t 
relate to, bore them, and leave them 
without interest.” Based upon much 
research the classes don’t help them 
to understand fully the diversities 
of life, so when they are faced with 

a problem, or are expected to have 
discipline in a certain area of life, 
they can’t cope. While one school on 
the West side of Chicago investment 
is a helicopter circling over the 
school everyday during dismissal 
time, “Imprisoning the minds of 
the youth” at the same school, the 
children are being escorted out of 
school by police officers and when 
they enter every morning they have 
to walk under a metal detector, in 
order to make sure that they are 
not carrying weapons. These are 
children not animals or prisoners, 
and no one is speaking up about 
how much money is being spent on 
these wrong investments. Instead 
of investing in equipment and 
personnel to help rehabilitate and 
educate the youth, the investment 
of equipment and personnel for 
prisoners and war zones are put 
in place. One would think that the 
investment for children would 
be that in which indicates an 
environment of education and not 
imprisonment. Crane Technical high 
school is a school full of beautiful 
young African American youth 
who deserve the right to be treated 
just like any other child who has a 
right to a fair education however, at 
the rate of what is being observed 
the children are being treated as 
prisoners. Three to five police cars 
and a helicopter is posted at Crane 
everyday, which psychologically 
tampers with the mindset of anyone 
who is being subjected to such, 
making any one put in such a 
position feel imprisoned, not safe-
--imprisoned. So why is it that our 
city and state officials are making 
the the wrong investments, when 
it comes to the youth, is it a system 
to fail what society has labeled 
“minority youth” those who fill the 
public school systems of the city of 
Chicago or is the wrong leadership 
in place? Or does anyone not 
understand or recognize whats going 

on since the violence amongst the 
youth have become the norm, as 
the youth in inner cities nation 
wide continue to lack in education, 
kill one another and the crime rate 
hits the ceiling? In order to speak 
up about the investments that 
are needed for Chicago Public 
Schools please contact Chicago 
Public School officials and your 
nation, city and state officials at 
the following numbers below. It’s 
time to make change for our city 
and the youth.

Chicago Public Schools 
Chief Education Office 773-553-
2900 or Chief Executive Officer 
Ron Huberman 773-553-1500 
or log on to http://www.cps.edu/
Contact_CPS/Ask_a_question/
Pages/Askaquestion.aspx

Contact Mayor Daley at: 
312-744-3300. 121 N. LaSalle 
Street 5th Floor Chicago, IL 
60602 Or contact him by email at: 
MayorDaley@CityofChicago.org

Contact US Senator Roland 
Burris at 202-224-2854 or log on 
to http://burris.senate.gov/contact.
cfm to email him

Contact the United States 
Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan: arne.duncan@edu.gov 
or contact the US. Department of 
Education @ General Question: 
1-800-872-5327

Civil Rights Issues Based 
on unequal education 1-800-421-
3481

Fraud and waste of federal 
funds: 1-800-647-8733

Contact President Obama 
at http://www.whitehouse.gov/
contact or call 202- 456-1414 or 
contact the White House office 
of management and budget: 202-
395-4840 or the Civil Rights 
Department: 202-514-2151

CHANGE IS GOING TO 
COME!

CLASSIFIED 
ADS $20

YOUR AD HERE!
YOUR AD HERE!
YOUR AD HERE!
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iNTERSTaTE
muffler	&	automotive	Repair

21��	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122


