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Normally a place where people 
can observe numerous forms of 
art, the Murphy-Hill Gallery, on 
3333 W. Arthington Ave., served 
as a meeting ground for Valerie F. 
Leonard, her supporters, and other 
individuals for Leonard’s campaign 
event on August 24.

Described by the event’s 
program as “A Campaign Kick-
off Signature Event,” the event 
was used as an opportunity for 
Leonard and her team to show 
attendees why she is perfect for 
the Alderman position for the 24th 
Ward. Reverend Eric Brown, Pastor 
of Greater Progressive MB Church; 
Cook County Commissioner Robert 
Steele; and her father, retired 
educator Theodis R. Leonard were 
among her many supporters who 
helped her show participants that 
she is a candidate with valiant 
character, immense dedication, and 
an impeccable record.

The event, which began at 
6 p.m., started with attendees 
exploring the gallery, marveling at 
its artwork as mellow music played 
in the background. Participants also 
mingled with each other as they 
snacked on food provided at the 
event. As the guests examined the 
artwork, which included a portrait 
of President Barack Obama and 
various colorful paintings, Leonard 
made the final adjustments before 
starting the program. 

Soon, the main event began. 

Valerie Leonard Hosts Campaign Event at Murphy-Hill Gallery 
Nicholas Short

People sat in chairs and paid 
close attention to Leonard and her 
supporters. After opening remarks 
by Master of Ceremonies Jesse 
Green, Brown led the opening 
prayer, asking God to help 
Leonard in her quest to “resurrect 
the 24th Ward.” Each speaker 
stated their case to the audience, 
urging them to place their support 
behind Leonard. One of them, 
Reverend Walter C. Harris of the 
Carey Tercentenary AME Church, 
explained why “she is the one.”

Harris listed her achievements, 
which included her being a graduate 
of Spelman College in Atlanta—
she earned a bachelor’s degree 
in economics—and Developed 
marketing strategies for New York 
City’s $6 billion general obligation 
bond program. Before deciding to 
support Leonard, he did a “mental 
background check” on her to 
discover anything that was wrong 
with her. He, who has known her 
since she was a child (“she was a 
very nice child,” he said) could not 
think of one single reason not to 
vote for her. “I feel sorry for any 
candidate who tries to dig up some 
dirt, ‘cause I can tell you right now 
it’s a lie,” he added.

When it was her turn, Leonard 
told the crowd who she is and what 
she can do for her ward. Born and 
raised in the 24th Ward, she talks 
about its cluster of problems 
such as the schools in her area 

being 10 years behind Chicago in 
education—she also mentioned 
that Chicago is 10 years behind 
Illinois and Illinois is ranked 46 
out of the 50 states in education 
in America. She said that her 
“spiritual conviction” convinced 
her to run for the position. After 
she got her orders from God, she 
said, she decided run.  She did 
not want to offend those in the 
audience who do not share the 
same religious beliefs as her, but 
she had to be herself. “What you 
see is what you get,” she said.

Leonard also urges the crowd 
to work together with her to help 
save their community. “It’s not 
going to be easy work because, 
when you look at where we got 
to start from, it’s not even like 
we’re starting at ground zero. 
We’re starting at ground negative 
something. It’s almost like a 
bottomless pit. I don’t even know 
how far it goes. But I’m willing to 
get dirty and find out what we can 
do.” She also encouraged them to 
share their ideas with her in order 
to help her make a change.

People involved in the 
event, including Green, urged 
the audience to help Leonard’s 
campaign gain more strength. 
“We want this campaign to be an 
infectious one.”

People who want to volunteer 
or make donations for Leonard’s 
campaign can call (773) 521-3137.

Save That Penny 
for a Sunny Day
When Gymshoes 
Aren’t Enough
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Valerie Leonard (in red suit), announcing her candidacy for the 24th Ward 
Aldermanic seat in February 11th at Murphy-Hill Gallery at 3333 W. Arthington

Attendees and supporters listening to Valerie Leonard announcement to run for 
24th Ward Aldermanic seat.

The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of 
America (UBC) pre apprentice 
carpentry students at the Paul 
Simon Chicago Job Corps 
Center signed up students and 
staff for the quarterly American 
Red Cross Blood Drive.    
The carpentry students 
sponsored the blood drive 
in honor of Mr. Glen 
Schwerdtmann of the UBC 
who has been diagnosed with 
leukemia.  Mr. Schwerdtmann 
was a former UBC National 
Job Corps instructor.   The 
carpentry students did a great 
job in signing up students and 
staff.  Some of the students were 
a little scared at first, but the 
carpentry students encouraged 
their peers to give blood for 
a worthy cause.  The blood 
drive takes place in our center 
gymnasium to give all staff 
and students an opportunity to 
participate.    It was a successful 
event with over 100 students 

Carpenters at the Paul Simon Chicago Job Corps Center 
Sponsor the American Red Cross Blood Drive

participating with 34 usable 
pints.  

For more information on 
Management & Training 
Corporation please visit www.
mtctrains.com.

For more information on the 
National Job Corps Association 
please visit www.njcaweb.org.

For more information contact: 

Beth Allen – Business & 
Community Liaison – (773) 
890-3131 or allen.beth@
jobcorps.org

Mr. Glen Schwerdtmann
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
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readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
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Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: September 16, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN THE 
NORTH LAWNDALE 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOR RATES CALL
312-492-9090
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Attract More 
Customers 
or Clients!

Advertise in 
the North 
Lawndale 

Community 
Newspaper!
FOR MORE 
INFO CALL 
312/492-9090 

or Visit 
1211 S. Western, 

Suite 203.

What’s that I hear, sitting next to a 
young lady, and no I wasn’t ear hustling. 

Trust me, her voice carried as if she 
speaking through a megaphone. She smiled, 
and said,” Gurl, I got my link, and my 
Section 8 came through, I’m living lovely”.

Later on that week, I logged on to 
Facebook, and what do I read” My section 8 
was just approved in Kansas!  The question 
that comes to mind “Is there some hidden 
treasure or luxury in poverty?  Since when 
did living off the government become the 
“In” thing? 

In the words of Minister Charles Capps, 
“You may be poor, but don’t be proud of it! 
If you choose to get out of poverty, you must 
learn to let go of it and whatever advantage 
you think it provides for you”.

I’ve seen the fashionistas, ballers and I 
use these terms strictly as euphemisms for 
people trying to keeping up with “Joneses”. 
Not understanding their value or worth to 
create wealth they deserve. I am not putting 
down those who receive support, so let’s be 
clear. What I long to see are those who use 
governmental support to build as a catalyst 
to fuel them to desire more than the crumbs 
the government hand out.

Now is the time to step out of the comfort 
zone, and go beyond what the government 
expects from you, which is to be complacent 
so you won’t ask for anything greater.

Perhaps building a business, or returning 
back to school which would be the one of 
the keys to unlock opportunities for you and 
your family. Taking action would definitely 
give the government a run for their money.

Ask the government will they give you 
Section 8 in Lincoln Park, Lakeshore East, 
well I will save you a call, the answer is “N

sAve thAt Penny For A sunny DAy: Is There Luxury In Link?
X’ernona Woods

O”!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
It is imperative that we all learn that you 

are running a major corporation, a leading 
business in the world, and that corporation 
and leading business is your life.

If you treat your life like a business 
shouldn’t you want to see a profit at the end 
of the year?

People aren’t prosperous, because of 
their choice of thoughts and actions that 
follow after the thought. If you receive 
the maximum or the minimum monetary 
benefit from the government take out ten 
percent and put it towards the Me, Myself 
and I Inc.

    X’ernona has received tremendous 
support from leading financial institutions 
and local small businesses: Ariel Capital 
Management, Marquette Bank, ING Direct, 
Bronzeville Signs and Printing, Potter 
Studios, and Black Pages as she pursues 
her passion to educate and inspire youth to 
create infinite possibilities.  X’ernona Woods 
has committed and dedicated her career to 
supporting economically challenged youth 
through her  State of Illinois State Librarian 
recommended financial literacy children’s 
book and workbook, “ Save That Penny 
For A Sunny Day”, coupled with powerful, 
innovative workshops. In 2007 she became a 
partner with Chicago Federal Reserve Money 
Smart Week where they reach thousands 
through community outreach educating 
Chicago land citizen’s youth the importance 
of budgeting finances and entrepreneurship 
and 2010 Advisory Council for National 
Youth Financial Literacy Coordinator Hip-
Hop Summit.

  X’ernona began her career as an 
educator and counselor for Mayor of Work 

Force and Development and Alternative 
Schools Network within under privilege 
communities for well over ten years. She has  
worked with the Shriver National Poverty 
Center of  Law, and serviced numerous 
schools after school organizations University 
of Chicago Excel Program, Mayo Elementary 
, “Save That Penny For A Sunny Day “was 
selected  for  Mayor Daley Spring Book 
Conference , Partner with Chicago Public 
Schools,   Presented workshops at Little Black 
Pearl,  “Save That Penny For A Sunny Day 
,columnist  for North Community Lawndale 
Newspaper. In addition, The Save Now vs. Pay 
Later contest sponsored by Marquette Bank of 
Evergreen Park where Chicago Public School 
students were afforded the opportunity to win 
monetary gift and open savings account to 
promote financial responsibility.

Since, Xernona has continued to stand 
in the forefront to further enrich the minds 
of youth, which afforded her the opportunity 
to be selected as a presenter for Global 
Association of Teachers of Economics 2009 
Annual Conference. 

Chicago native, X’ernona holds a 
degree in Pre-medical Biology from Dillard 
University. She currently conducts financial 
literacy workshops and seminars within 
the Chicago land area schools. X’ernona’s 
passion for educating youth has allowed her 
to continue lead a successful path to empower 
students to utilize their knowledge to become 
financially savvy for generation to come.

 For more information about this book and 
author, to schedule a speaking presentation, 
interview, or arrange a book signing with 
Xernona Woods please call at (773) 217-4895 
or xernona@gmail.com. 
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Glenn Beck and his Tea Party Redneck 
fest at the same place and on the 47th 
anniversary Saturday (Aug. 28) of Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s iconic “I have a Dream” 
speech appropriate and so very succinctly 
instructive to all Americans as our nation 
continues to struggle with the conditions 
created here in the 21st Century by 20th 
Century white men to herald the coming of 
the country’s first black president.

Despite all denials, the real message 
of that rally is that with a black face on 
government in the United States, white 
folk have the right—no, a patriotic duty--to 
oppose government until “God, honor and 
freedom” are restored as the principles of 
the nation’s existence. In other words, Beck 
and his bullies are not sleeping or dreaming. 
They are wide awake and demanding a 
return to the full-fledged hypocrisy and 
racism that founded this nation instead of 
the more subtle and politically correct kind 
that allowed Obama’s election in the first 
place.

In the meantime, the country’s first 
black says nary a word and relies on his 
mantra that he represents all Americans in 
defense of a constitution that has never fully 
represented every American. And truthfully, 
is there anything more preposterous or 
incongruous in America than a black man 
defending the “principles” of the founding 
fathers and their racist, sexist and elitist 
constitution that established this land of death 
and deception that continues to bear fruit 
from the seeds of hate, division, conflict and 
corruption that were sown in the ratification 
of that flawed and compromised document 
by men who professed a devotion to liberty 
while enslaving other men?  Al Sharpton 
and the rest of the civil rights opportunist 
who decried Beck and the Rednecks need 
look no further than the nearest mirror to see 

lAne chAnGe: WiDe AWAke Beck-PAlin croWD Dismisses DreAms
A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE -the1tlane@yahoo.com

the black folks they are truly representing 
in claiming some special place in the 
pantheon of American progress for King or 
his speech.

Only sleeping men or inattentive ones 
dream. Black folk do not have time for 
dreams or daydreams. Just look around a 
typical black community and you will see 
there is too damn much work to do to spend 
time dreaming of the day when Washington, 
D.C. will really give a damn about the 
plagues of drugs, violence and indecency 
that is destroying black life in every corner 
of this rich white man’s republic.

When in hell are we going to stop 
consuming the milk of some dream that 
finds us primarily in the same debilitating 
fix as a community as we were in when all 
this damned dreaming began? When are we 
going to realize that in America, dreaming 
will not put bread on the table or open the 
gates of power to you. 

Dreaming will only get you left farther 
and farther behind in a race run by the 
fully awake. If black people are to be fully 
engaged in the grueling task for survival 
that is black life in Glenn Beck’s and Sarah 
Palin’s America, they had better wake up 
from all this crap about pursuing a dream 
that served only to enrich the self-serving 
opportunists who reap the good life as 
the black community they profess to lead 
wallow in ghettos of death and despair. We 
can no longer afford King’s vaporous dream 
or the culture of dependence that it has 
shackled us to.

The culture of dependence, which is 
the culmination of efforts by the profitable 
civil rights establishment that reached its 
zenith with King and his dream, preys on 
black people’s sense of entitlement based in 
the historical debt of slavery incurred by the 
nation upon its founding and even after the 

Civil War. “They (the white people) owe us!” 
these civil rights pimps in silk suits and ties 
shout to millions of poor blacks struggling 
with the deadly realization of King’s dream. 
A daily reality that choks their frail hopes 
and aspirations for simply survival in 
neighborhoods plagued by the drugs and 
gangs that are the symptoms of a culture that 
eschews education and adult preparation for 
productive activity in a capitalist society for 
reliance on some vaporous daydream that 
with enough black folks in power, we will 
somehow “get ours” without working our 
butts off for it.

 This is the culture the Jesse Jacksons, 
Al Sharptons and other moguls of the civil 
rights industry have nurtured among us 
upon the rotting carcass of King’s legacy. So 
thoroughly have these hustlers hustled us to 
the benefit of no one but themselves, black 
people have replaced the United States as 
their own worst enemy in this country. 
The culture of dependence has so retarded 
black progress in America, that even with 
a black man now in the White House, the 
only benefit we get is a chance to “recommit 
to and reclaim the dream” as the nightmare 
of black suffering continues unabated in 
dysfunctional schools that do not teach, 
overcrowded jails that target dropouts, 
churches that prey on suffering and leaders 
who do not lead as they lap the nectar of 
personal fame and gain.

In other words, we have become 
thoroughly Americanized to pursue 
individual goals for progress even while 
remain under collective assault by historical 
structural and systematic forces in the 
United States that continue to erode our 
ability to survive as a community. And while 
our black president hides behind the White 
House curtain from any issue touching upon 
race, the Glenn Becks and Sarah Palins of 

the nation gathered outside his home to 
shout loud and clear, “America is made to 
ruled by white people, and we want our 
White House back!”

And believe me, these people are 
not wasting their time dreaming. They 
are working in lockstep unity to reclaim 
the America of Washington, Jefferson 
and Reagan. And since Palin has made 
her millions selling white reactionary 
propaganda, she and the millions she 
represent don’t give a damn about poor 
black children who cannot read or write or 
think their way beyond the poverty of their 
circumstances. Hell, they know there are 
millions of poor white children suffering 
the same maladies. And like poor blacks, 
Hispanics or any other of the groups of 
“others” outside the comfort of capitalist 
exploitation, they too, are expendable in the 
crusade to “take our country back!”

That was no religious call to God 
and Christian virtues we witnessed at that 
historical place on that date last weekend. 
Brother, that was white people’s declaration 
of political war on Obama and blacks in 
particular and every other minority group in 
the United States generally. 

The crowd was wide awake and 
attentive to their marching orders to take 
King’s dream and toss it out with the 
president. That they get to launch their 
crusade from the same spot that gave blacks 
so much hope generations ago makes their 
triumphant trumpeting of their intolerance 
all the more sweet. Not that that would really 
matter to black civil rights leaders, though. 
They held their own rally in D.C., in their 
efforts to continue fleecing a somnolent 
black community still suffering the terrible 
daily nightmares of a dream we should have 
awaken from decades ago. 

*

FREE

The North Lawndale Employment 
Network (NLEN) is pleased to present the 
premiere of a groundbreaking documentary 
titled Vanishing of the Bees at the Garfield 
Park Conservatory, 300 N. Central Park 
Avenue, on Wednesday, September 15, 2010 
from 6:00 to 8:45 p.m.  This educational, 
fundraising event will benefit the work of 
North Lawndale’s wholly owned subsidiary 
Sweet Beginnings LLC.  Sponsored by the 
Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance, the 
evening includes a reception with light hors 
d’oeuvres, a pre-film panel discussion, the 
documentary screening, and a post-film 
Q&A. Tickets are $35 per person. 

The documentary addresses the mysteries 
of the increasing disappearance of honeybees, 
a vital species in the global ecosystem.  
Known as Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), 
this phenomenon has created a crisis for 
beekeepers around the world in an industry 
responsible for producing apples, broccoli, 
watermelon, onions, cherries, almonds, and 
hundreds of other fruits and vegetables.  
As healthy beehives seemingly disappear 
overnight without a trace, the $15 billion 
dollar annual beekeeping industry remains in 
jeopardy. 

The discussion panel will include John 
Hansen, Sweet Beginnings beekeeper and 
past president of the Illinois State Beekeepers 
Association, and Julio Tuma, beekeeper for 
the Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance.  
Deborah Crable, Chicago radio and television 
personality, will moderate the panel. 

Vanishing of the Bees follows two 
commercial beekeepers as they strive to 
keep their bees healthy and fulfill pollination 
contracts around the country.  Filming across 
the U.S., in Europe, Australia, and Asia, 

the documentary examines the alarming 
disappearance of honeybees and the greater 
meaning it holds about the relationship 
between mankind and Earth.  Scientists and 
organic beekeepers also offer theories on the 
issue. 

As manufacturers of chemical-free urban 
honey, Sweet Beginnings is a social enterprise 
business that provides opportunities for 
formerly incarcerated men and women to 
establish a work history, learn productive 
work habits, and gain marketable skills as 
a stepping-stone to further employment and 
career advancement.  Employees at Sweet 
Beginnings cultivate bees in apiaries located 
in North Lawndale and market urban honey 
and honey-infused bath and body products 
that are sold under the Beeline® label at 10 
Chicago area Whole Foods Markets, several 
specialty boutiques, including Mark Shale on 
the Magnificent Mile, farmers markets, local 
fairs, and online at www.beelinestore.com 
The Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance, 
a non-profit organization, values the goals 
of sustainability, which include ecological 
responsibility; social equity and economic 
vitality; the fundamental connection of plants 
to human life and the health of the community; 
the power of community participation 
and organizational partnerships; audience 
engagement and innovative programming.  
The Alliance is proud to be a sponsor of 
this significant event in partnership with the 
North Lawndale Employment Network.  For 
information on Garfield Park Conservatory’s 
beekeeping classes, please visit www.
garfieldparkconservatory.org 

For movie ticket information, please call 
773-638-7060              773-638-7060       or visit 
http://vanishingbees.eventbrite.com. 

North Lawndale Employment Network and 
Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance 

Presents Vanishing of the Bees Documentary 
Fundraiser
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Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. LAwndale Avenue

773-257-0497

Looking for 2-6 year olds
WE HELP WITH POTTY TRAINING

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. Lawndale
Chicago, IL 60623

Open 6am - 6pm
(73) 257-0497

CALL TODAY!

Urban Art Retreat - Beginning Sept. 8 through 
February 2011, UAR offers after school program 
at 1957 S. Spaulding Ave. From 3-5:15 p.m.  
Volunteers will provide a snack, help children 
with their homework, offer a reading program, 
and an art class. Parents or guardians need to 
complete a form so their children can participate. 
Registration is Saturday, Sept. 4 between 11-
2 p.m.  or call for an appt. Teachers will walk 
children home who live within 2 blocks of UAR.  
Contact UAR - sophiebella@sbcglobal.net, 773-
542-9126 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting.

For help with your electricity or
gas Bill

contact 312 492-9090
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HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER WITH A NEW APARTMENT!!!

UNIT BUILDING      UNIT ADDRESS    UNIT SIZE

GOING THE DISTANCE (**1/2) You 
can’t have a romantic comedy without two 
people who within themselves have personal 
conflicts with love and work. “Going the 
Distance” offers a bicoastal comedy premise 
with some mental malfunction with   Justin 
Long as Garrett, a record label employee who 
seems to always get into relationship that he 
doesn’t fully commit to.

As apparent for Garrett’s inability to 
understand the signals of his latest girlfriend 
who abruptly dumps him for not knowing to 
get her a gift. When she’s verbally tells him 
not to buy her any gifts. 

Not realizing she meant the opposite. 
(C’mon, is that the best you could do, to show 
how women keep men off balance?).

Drew Barrymore plays Erin, an intern 
reporter working for the summer at the New 
York Sentinel trying to gain a regular staff 
position there.

Two unlikely people who happen to 
meet by chance over a Pac Man arcade game 
inside a crowded bar. Naturally, their initial 
encounter is awkward. Yet the two instantly 
hit it off. Because Erin isn’t easily offended 
by Garrett’s lack of tact for video game ethic. 
So they eventually wind up in bed together 
on the same day Garrett was earlier dumped.

But there is a problem lurking on the 
horizon of this blossoming relationship. 
Erin will be returning back to Stanford to 
finish her term. And as much as they enjoy 
each other despite the interference of their 
friends and co-workers, played respectfully 
as Erin’s overly protective older sister, 
Corrine (Christina Applegate) and Garrett’s 
loudmouth pals, Dan and Box (Charlie Day 
and Jason  Sudeikis). Still, in his own Garrett 
has this commitment issue that won’t allow 
him to move to be closer to her.

As typical in romantic comedies; a strain 
develops and an incident occurs that breaks 
up the couple long enough for the predictable 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

resolution that comes from Garrett who 
naturally realizes how much he does love Erin 
to change from what he’s been. Therefore, 
coming to terms that Garrett “can” commit.   
When Erin receives an invitation to check out 
a new rock band that Garrett happens to be 
their road manager

 “Going The Distance” doesn’t fully live 
up to its title where it counts, but manage 
to hold its own through some very funny 
dialogue that begins to evaporate before the 
film’s climax..  While being smart enough 
not to rely on sight gags, slapstick ort sexual 
innuendos. 

This already makes this film better 
than most romantic comedy of this genre. 
But “Going the Distance” is a cute comedy 
that almost succeeds with descent screen 
chemistry between Barrymore and Long that 
still can’t overcome some flaws in the script 
and direction that lead into a predetermined 
conclusion that we come to expect. 

R; 95min. A Warner Bros. Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters

TAKERS (**1/2) As caper movie goes, 
“Takers” is flashy and adequate entertainment 
for an urban heist action movie done with 
attitude and some substance. Driven more by 
superficial brisk pace, and reality-like jerky 
camerawork and tight editing that helps elevate 
a somewhat tedious movie with a glorified 
presence for this group of skilled criminals led 
by Gordon Jennings (Idris Elba), Jake Attica 
(Michael Ealy);, A.J. (Hayden Christensen), 
Scott (Johnathan Schaech and John (Paul 
Walker) who execute with clockwork precision; 
a daylight bank robbery for a cool $2 million.

Afterwards escaping by tricking a news 
crew out of their helicopter for their getaway 
vehicle; While leaving behind very little clues 
from a bank security video for a determined 
cop, Jack Welles (Matt Dillon) with the only 
hints from the deeply hooded criminals 
being a cocky hand gesture and a bulky 6ft 

body size that his veteran partner, Rick (Jay 
Hernandez) thinks is a dead end.

There is a bit of real life irony also in 
this picture that happens to be co-produced 
by two highly publicized, recently paroled 
rappers who also have pivotal roles and 
moments in this film. Tip “TI” Harris plays 
“Ghost”, the recent parolee trying to get back 
with his criminal posse.

After serving a five year stint in prison 
without snitching on his comrades; when 
injured and caught during one of their heist 
jobs. “Ghost” reunites with the fellows 
with plans for a bigger score in mind 0 that 
involves the Russian mob and taking $25 
million in a daylight armored truck robbery 
on downtown L.A. streets.

The strangest ( and disturbing)  reaction 
is in watching this movie with an audience 
is hearing the moans from women being 
express for Rhianna’s ex woman beater 
boyfriend, Chris Brown as Michael Ealy’s  
brother, Jesse whose a part of the crew that 
thinks “Ghost’s plan  is legal. 

While Jake doesn’t trust “Ghost”. And 

with good reason, since Jake is hooked up with 
Ghost’s ex girlfriend, Rachel Jensen (played 
in less than a cameo by Zoe Saldana)

Brown does put on a pretty good show 
in a running man sequence being chased by 
Jack’s cop partner, Rick (Jay Hernandez) 
from building roofs, to bouncing off cars and 
rolling onto oncoming traffic that is tighter and 
reminiscent of the same “free running” type 
chase sequence done on a broader scale in the 
2006 James Bond remake, “Casino Royale”.

While trying to track down whose behind 
an order for a large quantity of C4 explosives, 
Jack begins to piece together clues to the 
gang members’ identity. When while having 
weekend time with his daughter, the cop in 
his car tails an SUV with Elba and Walker 
after spotting the crew on the street that Jack 
fingers from Jesse’s familiar hand gesture in 
his departure.

But while the crew make their preparation 
and Jack continues to hunt for clues to their 
identity against a office  criticism Certain 

See Flicks page 7
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ThE	NoRTh	LawNdaLE	CommuNiTY	NEwS’

CLaSSiFiEd		maRKETPLaCE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. utilities included. Men 
Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR 
RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

Are You Looking for a quiet 6 rm, 3 
bdrm apt?  Dining rm, kitchen, hrdwd 
flrs, drug free, smoke free, close to public 
transp. and schools. Fenced & safe family 
building. 900/mo utilities not included. We 
are looking for you. 773-521-9456
SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four bdrm 
apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer and dryer 
hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 west, 1300 
south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-793-0726
NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

CHRISTIANA & 19TH Totally rehabbed 
two bdrm/one bath apt with laundry in the 
unit. One larger bdrm, one smaller bdrm: 
ideal for 3 people or fewer. All amenities 
plus super insulation and energy efficient 
appliances. $800+utilities & sec deposit. 
No smokers, no pets. (773) 620-4986

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated 
light fixtures. Available immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 welcomed

HELP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 
1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 
3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling 
Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets 
and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2Bedrooms Heat-incl. $800 a month 
1-month rent & 1month security Mr.or 
Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-287-
5779

character sub-plots emerge but fall 
flat and don’t fill out the entourage 
such as the  strained relationship 
between rivals Jake (Michael Ealy) 
and Ghost (Tip “T.I.” Harris) over 
Jake’s fiancée, his ex-love, Rachel 

The film’s strongest presence 
belongs to Idris Elba as Gordon who 
becomes weakened by his devotion 
to his drug addict sister (Marianne 
Jean Baptiste) who won’t complete 
her re-hab stint so they can head 
back to their country home together 
after the heist.

The worst and typical 
misleading character situation 
insertion is the presence of internal 
affairs agent, Lt. Carver (Steve 
Harris) who seems to be after 
Dillon’s character, But  predictably, 
it turns out that his partner, Jake is 
on the take who allows himself to 
be shot down for police honors  in 
that foot race with Brown

Some minor glitches occurs 
that result in John (Paul Walker) 
who improvises to make the heist 
work when the street explosion  
occurs too early to catch the 
armored truck. So John takes charge 
in action packed shootout to get the 
truck into the hole where the gang 
awaits in the sewer system to bag 
and steal the money.

“Takers” is decent enough 
entertainment even with its faults 
in its script. But not in its energy 
attitude. Yet the script doesn’t offer 
much insight technically or morally 
toward its characters as was done 
in director F. Gary Gray’s 1996 
femme heist movie, “Set It Off”. 

        Even if this movie’s action 
sequences reminds us other violent 
scenes such as the guys’ hotel 
shootout with the Russians caused 
by Ghost that recalls director Joe 
Carnahan’s 2006Tarrantino inspired 
violent fest, “Smoking Aces” to 
Quentin Tarrantino’s  script for 
director Tony Scott’s 1993’s “True 
Romance”

But director John Luessenhop 
does an admirable job appealing 
to the action crowd with an escape 
clause that might trigger a sequel 
for its passable, entertaining effort, 
as well as a crowd-pleaser for 
the video bootleggers before its 
initial home video release. PG-13; 
107min. A Screen Gems Picture 
Released Thru Columbia Pictures- 
Presented at selected theaters 

Flicks from page 6

Since when did a pair of 
Air Jordan’s make-up for the 
lack of responsibility of caring 
for your child. Last time I 
check being a parent requires 
the acknowledgement taking 
control over the active duties 
of having a child.

Medical, education, 
transportation, clothes, and 
let’s not forget those, but mom 
“I need this”, incidentals. 
Surely all add up to more than 
$450.00 per month.  Parents 
wouldn’t you agree?

Late night feedings, 
kissing countless boo- boo’s, 
homework, PTA meetings, 
school plays, and talent 
shows, sleepovers- the ones 
that drive you batty as they 
laugh, and keep up noise 
throughout the entire night. 
Real parents endure all of the 

above mention and more to put 
an unforgettable smile on their 
child’s smile.

Amazingly, you have 
“parents’,  just to remain 
politically correct we will call 
them parents, who actually 
believe that they are doing 
their part as they do the hokey- 
pokey parent dance in and out 
of your child’s life. Following 
up by a game of hide and seek 
where the non-custodial parent 
hides as you seek them out to 
have them to do right by their 
child.

It is when you deal with the 
ebb of flow of someone giving 
their minimum so that they lead 
the maximum lifestyle. It is time 
to ring the alarm to do right by 
your child and take charge of 
the situation by starting the 
child support process. Sidebar- 

it’s okay if you still love him, 
but clearly you love your 
children more. Right?

Life will soon have 
you to realize, that time can 
never be retrieved, and it 
is imperative to not waste 
another second on not 
pushing forward to allow 
your child to lead a lifestyle 
he or she deserves.  

Focus on what your 
child could have with the 
extra and release of pressure 
being lifted from your daily 
worries. You deserve it!  

For more information 
contact 1-800-447-4278 
–Child Support Illinois

Child Support Lawyer 
Flat Fee $90.00 630-839-
9776 

Please visit our website-
www.savethatpenny.net  

sAve thAt Penny For 
A sunny DAy: When 
Gym shoes Aren’t enouGh 

X’ernona Woods
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iNTERSTaTE
muffler	&	automotive	Repair

21�8	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122


