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REAL MEN = REAL FATHERS

On Tuesday, May 25, 2010 on a 
non-windy 80 degree sunny day the 
North Lawndale Community News 
(NLCN) sat down and held a man- 
to-man conversation with a real man 
in our community, Reverend Walter 
Amir Jones, Jr.  Now some might be 
smiling to themselves and saying-“I 
didn’t know that he was a Minister”!  
Curious? Good! “Now let’s get down 

to business with Reverend Jones who 
I am accustomed to calling:”Walt” no 
disrespect intended. 

On Saturday, June 5, 2010, 
“Walt”, Founder and Executive 
Director of Fathers Who Care, will 
be hosting their 10th Annual Expo 
for Today’s Man from 9:00A-3:00P,  
at Malcolm X College 1900 WEST 
VAN BUREN, the theme of this 

Expo is entitled, “Fathers United to 
Empower Our Families – Where Do 
We Go From Here…  This is going 
to be a “Must Attend Event” for Real 
Men of Purpose and Substance, in 
collaboration with Congressman 
Danny K. Davis, Senator Kimberly 
A. Lightford and Senator Rickey 
Hendon, just to name a few.  This 
event will feature the kind of men 
who know and understand that: “Iron 
Sharpens Iron.”  If you’re this kind of 
man, then, this is your kind of event. 

FATHERS WHO CARE is a 
not-for-profit community-based 
organization that is Father and 
Family friendly and was borne out 
of Congressman Danny K. Davis’ 
Fathers, Families and Public Policy 
Task Force many years ago.

Fathers Who Care focus is to 
educate and empower low-income 
fathers and their families in the 
areas of: Responsible Fatherhood 
Involvement, Healthy Relationships, 
Re-Entry Opportunities, Men’s 
Health and Wellness Activities, 
Community Empowerment and 
Social Justice. 

When Walt was asked where 
do we go from here, he simply 
responded: “Real Men must attend so 
that they can become Rejuvenated, 
Revitalized, and Spiritually Uplifted, 
into their roles as Leaders in their 
Families and Communities. This 
event is simply about empowering 
men that are fathers and mentoring 
future leaders. 

Walt is a native of Chicago, 
Illinois who grew-up on the west side, 
whereby, he watched and experienced 
some of the issues and concerns he is 
now assisting other men.   

Rev. Jones is very honored and 
proud to be standing on the shoulders 
of worthy and community minded 
men of integrity like his Pastor, Dr. 
Marshall E. Hatch, one of his mentors 
Congressman Danny K. Davis and of 
course the memory and spirit of his 
Father the Late Walter Jones. 

Walt said that this conference is 
not going to be another political rah-
rah just because the Fathers Who Care 
organization has maybe the eyes and 
ears of both President Barak Obama 
and Governor Pat Quinn, but because 

it is the “Right Thing To Do”…   
God Willing we will see an 

auditorium of nothing but “Real Men 
and their Families” on Saturday, June 
5, 2010 at Malcolm X College.

Everything offered through 
Fathers Who Care, will be Free to 
the Public, Free Health Screening, 
Breakfast and Lunch, Celebrity 
Entertainment, T’ Shirts and other 
collectables.

Walter Jones Jr. and his son

10th Annual Expo

For their tireless efforts towards 
helping the African-American 
community, eight of the city’s 
most dedicated community leaders 
received awards for the Chicago 
Westside Branch NAACP’s 
Annual Freedom Fund Banquet 
“Bold Dreams: Big Victories” on 
Saturday, May 15.

After being welcomed by West 
Side Branch President Karl Arthur 
Brinson, attendees of the event 
watched and applauded as each 
honoree received an award for his 
or her impeccable achievements. 
Fox Chicago co-anchor Dawn 
Hasbrouck and radio and TV 
producer Art Porter served as 
emcees for the event, which was 
held at the Best Western Chicago 
Hillside, 4400 Frontage Road, 
Hillside, IL 60162.

NAACP Awards Community Leaders for Their Achievements
Nicholas Short

Brinson was very happy with 
the event. It was satisfying for 
him to have people from the west 
side of Chicago—and other areas 
in the city—to come together “to 
celebrate and to recognize people 
who done some great things in our 
neighborhood, who started some 
great things in our community, and 
who achieved some great things in 
our community.”

He recalled that audience 
members were moved by the 
keynote speaker, Dr. Terry Mason, 
the host of WVON’s “A Doctor in 
the House” and the Cook County 
Health and Hospitals System’s 
chief medical officer. “He did an 
excellent job,” he said. Mason’s 
speech stressed the importance of 
a better education and encouraged 
the crowd to pay more attention to 

issues that matter.  “A lot of folks 
was happy with what they received 
from his speaking and overall he 
was great,” he said.
The honorees were:
Honorable Emma Mitts, 37th Ward 
Alderman and Committeeman
Award: Outstanding Statesman

Christopher Reed, Professor 
Emeritus, Roosevelt University
Award: Outstanding Educator

Learna Brewer-Baker,Educator
Heritage International Christian 
Church
Award:Outstanding Humanitarian

Melvin Bailey, Executive Director 
Black Male Empowerment
Award: Outstanding Entrepreneur

James Deanes, Senior Advisor
Chicago Public Schools
Award:Outstanding Community 
Activist

Valerie Leonard, Consultant
Award:Outstanding Community 
Developer

In addition, Professional Athlete 
Westside Recognition was awarded 
to Chicago Bears Running Back 
Garrett Wolfe and Indiana Pacers 
Point Guard Luther Head.

Leonard was honored. “It’s a 
great feeling,” she said. “Sometimes 
I feel like nobody cares about the 
issues that I care about. And it’s 
great to know that there are people 
who seem to care about the same 
issues and are willing to recognize 

See NAACP page 7

NAACP 2010 Honorees Previous Years NAACP Honorees 
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis, Phillip Lewis 
Dominique Mack, and Denzelle Gresham distributed 
weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: June 17, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090
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SEX AND THE CITY 2 (*1/2) The sequel to 
the popular HBO cable TV series is a ‘glam-fest” 
delight for the liberated yet conscientious minded 
women. Clearly, writer-director Michael Patrick 
King knows his femme fans well. But he’s got 
trouble with the rest of us, moviegoers.

After having the guys behaving badly in 
the first film, King creates the atmosphere that 
indulges a woman’s materialistic fantasy and 
lifestyle while taking the ladies through their 
personal dilemmas. Still in the process, the 
movie doesn’t recognize its own irony and how 
mostly unfunny it is.  This film has an amusing 
opening with how the four gal-pals dressed in 
1986 in contrast to the present. As the ladies 
receives an invitation to an extravagant and lame 
gay wedding of Stanford and Anthony (Willie 
Garson and Mario Cantone) with a show tune 
appearance by Liza Minnelli whose presence is 
not apparent or explained.

 I guess, by the look of the scene Minnelli is 
the preacher who later struts to singing  Beyonce’s 
hit’ All the Single Ladies” that is ridiculously 
awesome, but turns out to be the best this movie 
has to offer because the gals travel to the desert

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

Still what occurs at the wedding happens to 
begin the “trouble in paradise” between Carrie 
Bradshaw (Sarah Jessica Parker) and “Mr. Big” 
(Chris Noth) trying to get over the hurdles of 
their quirks and sameness within “terrible twos” 
in their marriage. 

 This begins a reoccurring ripple effect in 
Carrie and Mr. Big’s relationship that is more the 
film’s centerpiece compared to the second hand 
effects of Carrie’s friends’ personal concerns.

Charlotte (Kristen Davis) develops 
questionable concerns whether or not she can 
trust her husband, Harry (Evan Handler with 
their buxom Irish nanny who always encounters 
reaction from all males for her “assets” that 
started at the wedding.

 Miranda (Cynthia Nixon) is the under 
appreciated, workaholic lawyer for a law firm 
a  gender racist, dismissive boss who she finally 
quits after confronting the boss’ hand gesture 
during a board meeting.

 Meanwhile, Carrie needs to complete an 
article for Vogue magazine to help push her latest 
book, ironically on marriage and relationships. 

When she decides to return to her old 
apartment to complete the project for a few days. 
Mr. Big takes the notion that they might have 
separate getaway apartments to use two days a 
week, in which their absence for each other that 
could help make their hearts grow fonder and put 
the “spark” back in their marriage.(Which has 
been Carrie’s repeated concern!)

These situation kind of drags the film on, 
until free spirited Samantha (Kim Cattrall) 
advocating staying young and youthful through 
pills and creams; receives a call from a former 
client, blonde and tan bleached in tropical oil, 
handsome actor, Smith (Jason Lewis) to be his 
escort to his NY premiere of his movie that was 
filmed in a desert locale. 

At the reception, Samantha meets with the 
film’s chief investor; a Middle East sheik who 
owns a lavish hotel in Abu Dhabi (actually filmed 
in Morocco) that he invites Samantha to an all 

expenses paid trip to do a feature story. Samantha 
agrees, only if she can invite her gal-pals to tag 
along for the exotic adventure. 

Where each comes to terms with their 
personal dilemmas. And yet, Carrie getting 
some additional help to resolve her differences. 
When she encounters old ex-flame. Aidan (John 
Corbett) to stir things up a bit. While Carrie 
chews on the state of affairs with her married life 
with Mr. Big.

Oh brother, some women don’t get it, 
even when they go it all. But these kind of 
shortcomings throughout the lengthy movie that 
are obviously ignored.  Sex and the City 2”: is 
a lavish, further indulgence for the ladies that is 
more than opening a decedent box of chocolates. 
Writer-roducer0director King indulges the 
audiences’ fantasies while doing some human 
themes with adequate results that help ground 
the movie somewhat while it entertains through 
its material extravagances.     

Clearly, “Sex and the City” has found its niche 
as a movie franchise that could mustard one more 
sequels before wearing out its welcome with its 
principle audience. But for those guys who end 
up taking their women to this movie as a favor 
or act of chivalry. Still, you need to be warned 
in advance, You will feel trapped and frustrated 
by the mindless going-on by these rapidly cougar 
aging white characters in peril.

R; 146min. A New Line Cinema 
Presentation Released through Warner Bros, 
Pictures - Presented at selected theaters 

PRINCE OF PERSIA: THE SANDS OF 
TIME (**)  Ironically, the second film release in 
the same week set in the desert but in a different 
time. “Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time” 
is the latest video game transformed into an 
Arabian action adventure movie. The film uses 
its dazzling computer generated special effects 
and video game –like action sequences to fatten 
up the story line that gets ahead of itself.

Essentially, the film is about sibling rivalry 
and the quest to find over protect a magical 

dagger with sand that can alter time by a few 
minutes. But first, the movie has to set up its 
history through a royal battle that is usually 
foretold by destiny.

Anyway, King Sharaman (Ronald Pickup) 
rules the country of Persia with his brother, 
Nizam (Sir Ben Kingsley). But the king doesn’t 
feel his family is completed enough with his 
natural born two sons, Tus (Richard Coyle) and 
Garsiv ((Toby Kebbell)

Until, the king observes in the market 
place the heroic deeds of a young boy, Dastan 
(Destiny, get it?) that he adopts that grows into 
Jake Gyllenhaal who still looks like a poor man’s 
Aladdin./ The king  along with his Persian army 
have been tricked to believed a holy city is 
somehow stealing weapons to their enemies.

With the king setting up his strategy for attack 
in army sector led first by the royal blood brothers, 
Tus and Garsiv. It’s Dastan (Jake Gyllenhaal) 
and his rogue army that invades first by storming 
the fortress. Where he meets the lovely yet wily 
Princess Tamina (Gemma Arterton) who’s been 
safe guarding the  beautiful dagger from falling into 
the wrong hands that Dastan takes during the raid.

Jake Gyllenhaal is adequately physical as an 
action hero, but the film would have been more 
interesting. and challenging. 

 If that lead role were given to Alfred Molina 
who is delightfully roguish (and closest we get to  
the similarity  of Johnny Depp’s character  in those 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” movies) with sparkle 
and humor in his shady role of Sheik Amar with 
his accurate knife throwing  black assistant, Seso 
(Steve Toussaint) who operates ostrich races 
equipped with a harem of concession dancing girls 
that Tamina becomes briefly imprisoned with, 
from a deal made between the Sheik and Dastan. 

 “Prince of Persia” is a  movie that could have 
been better, if the writers weren’t so lazy in their 
execution  in revealing so much too soon, instead 
of making an adequate mystery thriller  sparked 
by some creative amusement that is not fully 
realized enough in the efforts here. 
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Accountability, as it pertains to the youth--at 
times is a hard word for the young ones to fathom. 
Especially because according to many young 
children in correspondence to the word accountability 
“We are just kids--I’m not old enough.” But does 
one have to be of a certain age in order to be held 
accountable for their actions as it pertains to their 
education, when they are being taught exactly what’s 
needed according to their age group? Community 
service when it entails keeping clean the community 
that they live in? Chores around the house, in order 
to help their parents to keep the house clean? Or what 
about the morals and values of being respectful at all 
times and earning their way through life?

Times have truly change, which has obviously 
set the standards for the youth. Toddlers carry cell 
phones, babies are using computers, 7 years olds are 
being praised to dance to songs that many may feel 
aren’t even morally fit for an adult to sing, (see http://
www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=6483349n or 
http://beatcrave.com/2010-05-14/7-year-old-single-
ladies-criticized-for-dancing-like-beyonce/ ) while 
respect is looked at as a scare tactic to keep the 
community isolated. Not only do the adults not want 
to be held accountable for the mess that our youth 
have inherited, but when the youth are confronted 
with what is proper and needed in many situations 
like community advocacy, respect for their elders, 
staying away from negative media (video games, 
vulgar music, vulgar music videos, television and 
keeping good grades in order to prepare themselves 
for the future many seem to come up with excuses 
that put them in a category of irresponsibility with 
a mind set that portrays, “It’s not my job to do this, 
I’m too young.”

As many parents try to buy love into the life of 
their children in order to make up for the lost time due 
to their busy schedules-- and teachers in the public 
school system continuing to “Pass Children” in order 
to get them out of their class rooms, many youth 
nation wide are without the understanding of the 
responsibility of accountability. Based on research their 

Accountability is the Key to 
the Youth Success

Tali Bakhit
are many organizations 
throughout the city and 
inner cities nation wide 
who strive to help put this 
key factor in place for our 
youth “Accountability” 
but with so many layers of 
misunderstanding to get through are the right people 
put in place in order to execute the the task correctly? 
If you are looking to shift your child’s mindset into 
accountability mode here are a list of ways to do so:

1. Accountability must first start at home, 
spending quality time with your child allows them to 
understand the importance of family time instead of 
buying their love.

2. Make sure that your child understands the 
importance of earning the rewards of life. Start off by 
rewarding them for earning good grades in school.

3. Give your child chores to do around the home 
and outside of the home and when the chores are 
done complete and correctly, reward them with an 
allowance.

4. Spend quality time with your child while they 
are doing chores in the neighborhood, for example 
(sweeping in the porch; cleaning the neighborhood 
park; raking up leaves; etc.)

5. Hold your child accountable by making them 
earn the right to brand new cell phones, appropriate 
video games and appropriate CD’s & DVD’s by 
spending the money that they have earned by way of 
good grades and chores.

6. Teach your child how to save money in order 
to buy their own miscellaneous goods.

7. Make sure your are in great communication 
with your child’s teacher so that you know that your 
child is not amongst the number of those who are 
being passed along in order to suit their teachers 
impatience to teach correctly.

8. Stay connected to the lessons that your child are 
getting in school and make sure that they are learning 

See Youth page 7
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HAPPY SPRING WITH A NEW APARTMENT!!!

MAY RENTAL INFORMATION

LANE CHANGE: Violent 
American Culture Has Best 
of Us Dying for the Worst

A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE
the1tlane@yahoo.com

While much has been made of the irony in the death of 
Chicago Police Officer Thomas Wortham IV because he 
survived two tours of duty in the war zone violence of Iraq and 
Afghanistan and yet died from a deadly brand of American 
violence in his own Chatham hometown.

The irony I see, however, peers a bit deeper and finds its 
focus in the fact that Officer Wortham, a lieutenant in the Army 
National Guard, participated in perpetuating the violence that 
claimed his life. Because the seeds of that violence, which is 
said to have “migrated” to Chatham from inner-city housing 
projects are actually of the same variety that spawned the 
current violence in Iraq—a willingness to kill other people for 
no good or just reason.

So, if we are ever to even approach the beginning of the 
solution to the violence that took the life of Officer Wortham 
and which defines the grim ethos of black life and death in 
Chicago and other American urban communities, let us honestly 
begin with the first step of recognizing that this violence is not 
a unique aberration. It didn’t just “move into Chatham” or any 
other “peaceful” neighborhood in America.

Rather it simply represents the lowest denominator of the 
virulently violent nature of an economic system that encourages 
the inherent violence of competition in symbolic as well as 
concrete terms—when necessary—throughout American life.

And this culture of conflict exists primarily just to maintain 
the mandate of profiteering corporate growth. It that kind of 
violence that has defined the American Way since Washington 
and Jefferson, through Lincoln and Roosevelt and up to Barack 
Obama. That defining element of U.S. national character, 
the use or the threat of violence as an acceptable initiation of 
policy, has and continues to run rampant in Washington, DC, 
on Chicago’s West and South sides and throughout the wider 
American culture.

And until we rightly stipulate that black urban culture is 
simply the fruit of the same 1789 seeds of violence that allowed 
this nation to build itself upon the back of slavery, sexism and a 
genocidal treatment of native Americans while simultaneously 
and erroneously touting its commitment to freedom and liberty, 
only then will we fully understand the task we truly face in 
trying to stanch the bleeding on the streets of neighborhoods 
like Chatham and North Lawndale in 2010.

Because the dying here is simply the maturation of a national 
cultural tree whose branches are rooted in a political system 
that has changed little since sanctioning a government that 
permitted slavery and the slaughter of America’s indigenous 
people. And the vines of that brand of political ethics are still 
rooted in the same national soil that permitted the 21st Century’s 
lone, unchallenged superpower to falsely accuse, attack and 
occupy helpless Iraq, indiscriminately killing tens of thousands 
in the process. We are still occupying, fighting and killing in 
Iraq, some six years after unequivocally discovering that the 
promoted premise of that aggression was indeed false.

When we are sincerely ready to approach violence on all its 
levels in our society, only then we will have sown the first seeds 
of even the context of truth that must encompass any serious 
discussion aimed at solving the dilemma.

  The violence that claimed Officer Wortham did not 
begin with the movement of thugs into Chatham any more than 
the violence in Iraq began with the threat of weapons of mass 
destruction. Every community in 

America exists upon the violence and conflict of an unjust 
See Violent page 7
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CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 per 
month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-1730
3 BDRM  Beautiful greystone bldg 1st fl 
apt., hardwood floors throughout. New 
enclosed back porch, section 8 welcomed. 
Appliances included. 773-814-6896. 
Available immediately

FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. utilities included. Men 
Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR 
RENTLEGAL NOTICES

Apts Available 4000 West, 1600 South,  
2-bdrm on 2nd floor, 1-bdrm on 3rd Floor, 
Large Rooms, Hardwood floors, Sec 8 
accepted.  773 521-5544 call up to 5:00pm 

1957 SOUTH SPAULDING. Room for 
rent in totally furnished residence for adult 
women.  $450/Month, includes utilities.
One month minimum. Non-smokers. Call 
773-542-9126 for an interview or e-mail 
sophiebella@sbcglobal.Net.

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An 
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed 
Business Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, that a 
certification was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of Cook County 
under file no. D10121737 on April 27, 2010 
under the Assumed Name of Best Prices 
Computers with the business located 17 
N. Cicero., Chicago, IL 60644. The true 
name and residence address of the owner is 
Clyde Payne, 2636 W. Haddon., Chicago, 
IL 60644. 

HELP WANTED
A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  office experience 45 words per minute,  typing 
test given, drug test, background check/no felons, salary nego., day time hours nego., need 
ASAP Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

Are You Looking for a quiet 6 rm, 3 
bdrm apt?  Dining rm, kitchen, hrdwd 
flrs, drug free, smoke free, close to public 
transp. and schools. Fenced & safe family 
building. 900/mo utilities not included. We 
are looking for you. 773-521-9456

and fully understand the lessons.
9. Make sure that your child is always 

respectful in response to your demands 
and always respectful to their elders and 
their neighbors as well.

10. Keep grown folk business 
amongst the grown folks and keep 
children’s business amongst your child 
and his/her friends unless your child 
wants to communicate with you about 
the pressures of peer pressure. Therefore, 
you don’t have to worry about your child 
being disrespectful to their elders.

11. Always communicate with your 
child the importance of accountability.

For more information on Talibah 
Bakhit’s work for the youth and 
community log on to:

http://www.bonchicproductions.com
http://www.nlcn.org
http://www.talibakhit.myarbonne.com
Keeping a clean green outlook on life 

for the youth and community--Be apart of 
the solution, be accountable, by keeping 
our youth accountable.

Youth from page 5

economic competition that is promoted 
in the interests of the corporations 
that thrive on the violence of a culture 
dedicated to guns, bigotry, fanaticism 
and fear.

And when violence is no longer 
profitable on Wall Street, then and only 
then, will it begin to abate on the streets 
and alleyways of Chicago and all of 
urban America.

The brazen murder of this fine young 
man is simply the violence of American 
culture carried to its logical violent 
extreme at the margins of a society built 
upon what today is the greatest national 

willingness to use violence as a means 
to solve disagreements. It is the same 
violence American troops are visiting 
upon the innocents on the margins in 
faraway places.

That violence followed Officer 
Wortham home, however, and he could 
not escape its virulence in the land that 
asked him to visit it upon on others for 
reasons just as invalid as the reasons the 
thugs had for killing him.

Because this is American free 
enterprise capitalism in its rawest form. 
And with an attendant political culture 
devoted to its dictates, we get wars and 
hostile takeovers, market manipulations, 
booms and busts that lead to bailouts for 
robber baron bankers and environmental 

disasters. They are all the spawns of the 
violent techno-jungle climate created by 
the corporate beasts that profit from the 
dog-eat-dog morality it requires one to 
master in order to survive in an economic 
system that remain rooted in the primitive 
quest for survival.

Young black men like Paris 
McGee—one of Wortham’s accused 
killers—are also as much products of 
this programming as the graduates of the 
West Point Military Academy as each 
glorifies a readiness to do violence as the 
measure of the path they have chosen in 
their pursuits of  the American Dream. 

This violent brand of national culture 
is what Officer Wortham fought for and 
possibly killed for in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

It is what he died from in Chatham.
And until black people and Americans 

overall decide that we no longer wish 
to invest in this twisted culture that 
values death over life and profits from 
destruction, we will continue to lose 
our Officer Worthams, other fine young 
black men and little black children to the 
violence of these urban techno-jungles 

created and sustained by greed and 
wanton death.

And the ironies of the best of us 
giving their lives to sustain the worst 
of us all in this violent land will 
continue—at a profit, no less.

Just saying.

Violent from page 6

people who are doing the work 
and provide encouragement.” The 
award gave her the encouragement 
to continue her work.

She enjoyed the event very 
much. In addition to winning the 
award, she gained an opportunity 
to meet a lot of interesting people 
and reunite with people that she 
hasn’t seen in years: Sylvester 
Baker, who ran for Cook County 
Sheriff in 2010; Jeffery Leving, 
President Emeritus of the 
Fatherhood Educational Institute; 
Deidre Green, a member of the 
Lawndale Alliance; and several 

others. 
Leonard had helpful advice for 

those who were thinking about 
doing more for their community: 
“Just do it.” She wants people to 
do more than merely talk about 
making a change. “Sometimes 
I feel that there’s a significant 
level of apathy out there or there 
may be forces out there to try and 
undermine some of the work that 
gets done,” she added.  But what 
she learned through the support of 
colleagues like Dorothy Williams, 
Millie Goldsmith, and Joe Ann 
Bradley is that one must keep 
going no matter what. “It doesn’t 
matter how many people are out 
there. It just matters that the work 

is being done,” she said. 
For more information about 

the NAACP, people can log on to 
www.naacp.org.  They can also 
contact the Chicago Westside 
Branch, located at 140 North 

NAACP from front 
page

Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. LAwndale Avenue

773-257-0497

Looking for 2-6 year olds
WE HELP WITH POTTY TRAINING

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. Lawndale
Chicago, IL 60623

Open 6am - 6pm
(73) 257-0497

CALL TODAY!

Lamon, at (773)261-5890.
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21��	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

77�-�22-0122


