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Who preaches to the preachers? 
This year, during the American 
Clergy Leadership Conference 
(ACLC), United Federation 
of Churches prayer breakfast, 
the Honorable Minister Louis 
Farrakhan was responsible for 
providing some of America’s 
spiritual leaders a sermon that 

Farrakhan Speaks at ACLC Prayer Breakfast
Nicholas Short

advocated to them to better 
teach the word of God to others. 
Standing in front of a crowd 
of pastors and supporters, he 
preached the importance of tearing 
down all racial and social barriers 
and follow in God footsteps.

The crowd praised Farrakhan 
as he addressed issues that affected 

himself, the religious community 
and the rest of the world. They 
willingly listened as he reminded 
them to not let the teachings 
of today’s society overpower 
the teachings of God. Cries of 
agreement and praise were heard 
as he spoke. Sometimes his voice 
roared as he moved behind the 
podium, shaking the plants that 
were placed behind him.

At Harambee House Banquet 
Hall, 11901 S. Loomis St., on April 
24, where the event was hosted, 
the ACLC presented him as the 
speaker for their Monthly Pastor’s 
Prayer Breakfast, attempting to 
give them spiritual food to go with 
their earthly food. But he is not a 
“guest” speaker to them. Before 
Farrakhan began to speak, Pastor 
T. L. Barrett, Chairman of the 
Founding Committee for ACLC-
USA, said “Minister Farrakhan 
is not a guest. He is our brother. 
He is our family.” Barrett told the 
crowd about a song he wrote about 

30 years ago and sung a few of the 
lyrics:

Oh what a day this has been. 
Oh what a day this has been.
I have had a chance to be 

somebody’s friend.
Oh what a day this has been.  
He sung those words to explain 

why they love him: because “he’s 
everybody’s friend.” 

Others also welcomed the 
audience and provided a unity 
prayer from four selected pastors 
in honor of the event. Among the 
pastors who offered a few words 
was Rev. David Rendel, District 
Chairman of ACLC-Midwest; 
Bishop Ki Hoon Kim, Special 
Advisor for ACLC-USA; and 
Dr. Michael Jenkins, National 
Chairman of ACLC-USA.  
Attendees also listened to a solo 
by a young supporter, Ms. Brooke 
Joilynn Person from the Voices of 
Unity Youth Choir.

Afterwards Farrakhan tackled, 
among other problems, the lack 

of religion in public schools. He 
pointed out the poor state that 
public schools are in and declared 
that the world of God should be 
used in addition to other teachings 
within the schools. He said, “Every 
church, every synagogue, every 
temple must begin to look at the 
destructive harvest of our children 
that are dying in public schools 
under educational teachings that 
deny the right of the child to 
acknowledge him who created 
the heavens and the earth. If you 
cannot acknowledge God by whom 
all knowledge has come, then what 
kind of school do you have?”

He also addressed issues that 
have been following him for 
decades. In response to those who 
accuse him of bigotry towards 
other races and religions, he said 
that his teachings were not about 
hate, but about confronting those 
who committed sins against God 
and humanity. “Some do not 

See ACLC page 4

One of the brightest stars 
to shine in North Lawndale 
in recent years has been that 
of Father Larry Dowling, 
pastor of St. Agatha’s Catholic 
Church located at 3147 Douglas 
Boulevard.

Originally born and raised 
in downstate Peru, Fr. Dowling 
joined St. Agatha’s in October, 
2007, following his formal 
education which includes 
an undergraduate degree 
(concentrations in Math and 
Physics) from Eastern Illinois 
University, and his master’s 
from the University of St. 
Mary of the Lake, also with 
emphasis in math and physics.  
Fr. Dowling also received his 
Doctorate of Ministry (D.Min) 

Few people in this world are fortunate 
enough to dream of goals in their 
childhood and then actually grow up to 
realize their dreams unfold in real life.  
Mary Ellen Caron, Commissioner of 
the Department of Family and Support 
Services (DFSS), City of Chicago, is one 
of those people who, for the most part, 
have seen her childhood dreams come 
true.

Commissioner Caron, who has a 
PhD (major in Educational Leadership 
& Policy) from Loyola University, has 
always wanted to work in the educational 
field since she was a child.  “I love 
working with children,” Caron said, 
“it’s been a life long dream to work with 
children and become a teacher and I’ve 
been fortunate to be able to do both.”

In January, 2009, Caron was named by 
Mayor Richard Daley, as commissioner 
of the newly formed Department of 
Family and Support Services, which is 
composed of several other former human 
service departments including Children 
and Youth Services, the Mayor’s Office 
of Work Force Development, and Senior 
Services.  As head of one of the largest 
departments in the City of Chicago, 
Caron oversees a $500 million dollar 
annual budget as DFSS works to provide 
a continuum of support for Chicago’s 
most vulnerable residents from birth 
through their senior years.  

Under Caron’s guidance DFSS offers 
services to victims of domestic violence, 
the homeless, the unemployed, senior 
citizens and ex-felons.  “We have some of 

Someone You Should Know: 
Commissioner Mary 

Ellen Caron
David Tenorio

the most dedicated and caring employees 
in our department and my hope for 
the future is that our clients, families, 
individuals and agencies, will understand 
our mission and help us achieve the goal 
of helping those, especially the most 
vulnerable, reach their potential”, Caron 
said.  “It’s my goal to let the public know 
that we are here and working to serve 
them in any way we can.”

Commissioner Caron works out of the 
DFSS administrative offices on Chicago 
Avenue just east of Ashland Avenue, but 
the department itself has many satellite 
offices located throughout the City 

See Caron page 3

Mary Ellen Caron

Someone You ShouLd 
know: father dowLing of 

St. agatha ChurCh
David Tenorio

from St. Mary’s of the Lake.
At first glance one might 

wonder what a downstate 
Caucasian priest has in common 
with one of the most poverty 
stricken; major minority 
neighborhoods of Chicago, but 
since Fr. Dowling’s arrival, things 
have taken a turn for the better for 
parishioners of St. Agatha’s.

Because of economic problems 
within this community, and 
in particular this parish, in the 
past, there was a lot of anger 
in the community when I first 
arrived her,” Fr. Dowling said.  
“Initially the parish members, and 
community residents themselves, 
were reluctant to come back to the 

See Dowling page 4

on Video
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Father Dowling, pastor of St. Agatha Catholic Church

The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan at ACLC’s monthly prayer breakfast
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News
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The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time 6:00pm

Date: May 20, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN 
THE NORTH 
LAWNDALE 

COMMUNITY 
NEWS FOR 

RATES CALL
312-492-9090
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Fun and Easy assembly 
work now available.

Please send a stamped 
s e l f - a d d r e s s e d 

envelope to 

Wilbert Davis
300 S. Damen Ave. Apt. 208

Chicago, IL 60612

 or call 
(773) 563-0875

WORK-AT-HOME
JOBS AVAILABLE!

Choir members and congregants of Bethel Lutheran Church celebrate as part of the church’s Rachel’s Day observance May 1. More than 70 people participated 
in a rally in front of the church that followed a performance by the West Side’s own Exodus Drum Corps. Photo by Travles R. Lane

RENOUNCING VIOLENCE

that residents are urged to visit if they are having 
individual, familial or youth problems. 

The largest of these centers is the Human 
Services Center at 10 S. Kedzie which is open and 
staffed 24 hours a day providing shelter, food and 
clothing to those in need.  DFSS also has five other 
satellite centers scattered throughout the City and a 
plethora of senior citizen site locations as well.

Thanks to her talents and foresight, Dr. Caron 
has laid down a rather successful track record 
toward becoming the current DFSS commissioner.  
Caron first became employed as a teacher with 
CPS in 1980, then three years later became 
principal of St. Thomas Aquinas school where she 
stayed for five years.  In 1989, after determining 
there was a need, Dr. Caron opened up and served 
as founding principal of the Frances Xavier Warde 
School in downtown Chicago, starting initially 
with an enrollment of 35 students which increased 
to over six hundred students at two campus a few 
years later.  

From 2001 to 2004 Dr. Caron served as special 
assistant to the CEO of Chicago Public Schools and 
then was appointed commissioner of the Chicago 
Department of Children and Youth Services from 
2004 to 2009. 

Just recently, in an effort to reach out to 
Chicago’s most needy residents, Dr. Caron headed 
a group of DFSS employees who conducted a 
special outreach fair at the Gage Park field house on 
Chicago’s southside.  The first of several planned 
such events, Commissioner Caron was on hand to 
lend guidance, answer questions and provide actual 
hands on support to the first outreach occasion of 
this year.  The event was deemed highly successful 
as several hundred local residents attended the fair 
to learn first hand of the services available to the 
general public through the Department of Family 
and Support Services.  “It’s my goal to let the 
public know that we are here and that they will 
understand our mission and help us to help them 

served as commissioner of the Chicago 
Department of Children and Youth Services, 
now part of DFSS, which provided community-
based services that promoted the well-being and 
successful development of Chicago’s youngest 
residents, while strengthening families and their 
communities. 

Previously, Dr. Caron was a special assistant 
to the chief executive officer, Arne Duncan, of 
the Chicago Board of Education, where she 
leveraged her administrative background to 
improve Chicago’s public schools.  She opened 
new schools, closed poor-performing schools 
and acted as liaison for operations and oversight 
of professional-development schools.  Dr. Caron 
is the founding principal of the Frances Xavier 
Warde School, an elementary school with over 700 
students in downtown Chicago.

Caron from front page
achieve their potential, especially the most vulnerable 
of these clients,” Dr. Caron said. “I find that it’s better 
working together with the staff and public to achieve 
these goals and I believe we are on the right track to 
provide services to those needy residents who are in 
desperate need of help, especially during these tight 
financial times.”

Mary Ellen Caron’s Bio: Mary Ellen Caron, 
Ph.D., was named commissioner of the new Chicago 
Department of Family and Support Services in 
January of 2009 by Mayor Richard M. Daley.  The 
new Chicago Department of Family and Support 
Services (DFSS) is a consolidation of several of the 
City’s former human service departments and works 
to provide a continuum of support for Chicago’s 
vulnerable residents, beginning at birth through the 
senior years.

From 2004 until December of 2008, Caron 

NLCN 
CORRECTIONS

In our last issue, May 6-12, 2010 we ran 
the following pictures with an article title 
World Vision Provides Home Improvement 
Parts to People Who Need it Most (front 
page) and they should have ran with the story 
Little Village Receives Upgrade Courtesy 
of of City Year, Comcast Cable and Several 
Volunteers (page 5). We are sorry for any 
inconvience that we may have caused.

Rob Castanedam, executive director of 
Beyond the Ball, the organization that 
created “Our Little Village”.

Volunteers of “Our Little Village”.

Volunteers of “Our Little Village”.
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MAY RENTAL INFORMATION

COUNSELING
Gangs-Drugs-Addiction

Come See Pastor Grant
Sunday 4 pm-Troubled Teens

4209 Cermak Rd-(847) 201-8107

Space for Rent-(630) 234-3634
Sanctuary-Banquet Hall-Nursery

Daycare-Camp 

want the voice of correction,” he said. 
“And if I try to correct racist America, 
I’m anti American. If I try to correct 
Jews who violate the Torah, I’m anti-
Semitic. And if I try to correct the 
house of Jesus Christ that has gone 
off the path, he’s anti-Christian. Some 
of you have traveled with me all over 
the world. When I go to the Muslim 
world, I spanked them, I rebuked them, 
I correct them. I don’t care nothing 
about power, because I am acquainted 
with the real power.” 

He told the audience, which 
consisted of a mixture of representatives 
of several religions, that he was not 
speaking to them as a Muslim. He was 
also a Christian and a Jewish person 
as well. He explained that Muslims, 
Christians and Jews are all children 
who serve the same God. 

Preaching against the divisions 
within the Church, which included 
divisions among races and religious 
methods, he wanted everyone to work 
together and erase the conflict and 
corruption that exists within religion. 

He said, “In love, there is no race. In 
love, there is no biological identity. In 
love, there is no ethnicity. In love, there 
is not tribal separation. Love raises us 
above all that would divide us and keep 
us from the love of God. So the law 
is fine, but love transcends the law. So 
when the New Testament says ‘God 
is love’ he’s not talking about some 
emotional trivia. He’s talking about 
the force and power out of which this 
universe was created, it was created in 
love.”  

Smart Tips on How to Manage your 
Money Workshop

Thursday May 26th at 6:00pm
1211 S. Western, Suite 205

312 492-9090

ACLC from front page
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A recent conversation with my older 
brother, an itinerant preacher in my native 
Mississippi, recalled an episode during my 
childhood when I mischievously led one of 
my older sisters to walk into a ditch of cold, 
stinking water after she’d placed a bag over 
her head and essentially asked me to be her 
eyes.

Charles and I had a good laugh about 
that now infamous incident of my past 
as we discussed the unfunny idea of the 
faithful today being led astray by the false 
prophets of profit and purloining politicians 
who cast themselves as the spiritual and 
secular leaders of black America these days. 
As these demons and demagogues reap the 
mammon of their greed at the expense of a 
community starving for real direction, our 
neighborhoods continue to reap the bitter, 
20th Century harvests of fear, despair, drugs 
and death that their leadership has brought 
us to even as a new decade dawns on the 
21st Century.

During the conversation my brother told 
of how his preaching practices are upsetting 
the established pastors and other purveyors 
of the word down there in Bolivar County.

They don’t like his message of the 
independence of each person to commune 
with God without a middle man (preacher, 
priest, pope, etc.), his lack of insistence on 
doctrinal dogma and his refusal to make 
appeals for fees beyond the cost of getting 
to the church when he is invited.

“They get upset because I don’t treat my 
calling like a job; I don’t try to profit or help 
them profit more when I preach,” Charles 
said. “I ask them, ‘If I have to be paid, what 
is it I’m selling?’”

That’s a question more preachers should 
be asking themselves. More importantly, 
so should the people who’re paying them 
to live like kings while professing to be 
spreading the ministry of a man who lived 
like Jesus Christ.

Which brings us right down to the 
preachers-turned-civil rights-leaders-turned-
politicians among us. Those capitalizing 
black hustlers who claim their profits by 
promoting a collective blame-shame game 
in black and white America. They make us 
ashamed of our history of common heroism 
in America that has simply proven our ability 
to survive the worst man can do to man. That 
we are even here today is testament to that 
heroic capability.

Along with the collective black shame, 
our black leaders stirred in sympathetic and 
cynical white guilt to produce the poison 
of black dependence and manipulation that 
spawns the communities of apathy and 
violence in Chicago, Mississippi and all 
over the U.S.

Before I talked with Charles, I had read 

LANE CHANGE: Blame, 
Shame Game Must End For 
Real Black Progress to Begin

A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE - the1tlane@yahoo.com

in one of Chicago’s major dailies a pair of 
articles that fully illustrated how our so-
called leaders and opinion makers continue 
to seek capital in blame and shame.

One piece spoke of Jesse Jackson Sr. 
calling for “action” in the form of petitions 
and marches to combat violence here. Yet, 
while he’s marching and petitioning I wonder 
if Mr. Jackson ever feels any responsibility 
for “integrating” the value system among 
our people that fully invested them into the 
violent nature of their nation during those 
marches he and other led so long ago.

You see, before all this affirmative action 
and its “progress,” black people dealt with 
the lack of employment, lack of education, 
lack of training and lack of money in their 
communities. They did so by watching out 
for each other, raising children as a village, 
sharing scant resources and relying on their 
spiritual faith for a better day. We were 
oppressed but we were proud to not be our 
oppressors.

But now that the good reverend and his 
ilk have built fine homes and good lifestyles 
upon all that righteous agitation for equality, 
black folk still don’t have jobs, adequate 
education, housing or money. But we do 
have other lacks after all this progress—we 
now also lack for decency, or a care for the 
sanctity of black life. And we have replaced 
white folks as our own worse oppressors.

Another African American columnist, 
who claimed a great-great grandfather who 
was a slave in Alabama, in that same issue, 
lamented his son having to learn cotton-
picking songs as a part of an elementary 
school program. As if there is something 
shameful or offensive about little black 
children knowing historical slave work 
songs. Well, we’d probably all be better be 
off and more secure in who we are if we 
taught our children those cotton-picking 
songs rather than being peeved by them 
learning them. If those songs were good 
enough for the black people our forebears 
were, they are good enough for us as their 
black descendents today.

After all, it is OUR history, too.
 However, it is up to YOU, each black 

parent, whether or not your children are 
proud or ashamed of that fact.

Listen, this is the 21st Century. The same 
old manipulations of black shame and white 
blame or black blame and white shame 
won’t work for us no more. It never has, and 
it never will.

But as my mother retorted to my sister 
when she complained about my leading her 
into that ditch when we got home: “You are 
the fool responsible for letting someone else 
tell you which way to go when you’ve got 
two good eyes of your own.

“Now, get on out of here!”
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ROBIN HOOD (***) There are always 
circumstances leading into the story before 
the fames and reputation of a legendary figure. 
Director Ridley Scott’s re-visionary remake is 
more about the man before Sherwood Forest. 
But “Robin Hood” goes several steps further 
by re-imaging other key characters.

The film opens at the turn of the century 
entering the 12th century with Marion (Cate 
Blanchett), is not portrayed as an aristocratic 
royal blood, but as a spunky outspoken 
progressive farmer over seeing her blind 
father’s (Max Von Sydow) 5,000 acre of land.

While Robin is Robin Longstride (Russell 
Crowe), whose still the most skillful among the 
archers and a bit of a war strategist traveling 
as part of the soldier traveling in combat 
with King Richard (Danny Huston) and his 
confidant, Walter Loxley.  

But this is King Richard’s Crusade that isn’t 
anything but heroic and noble along with the 
public revered image of the English monarch  
whose been plundering his way back home.

In fact, after a shell game brawl, Richard 
strikes upon Robin’s honest integrity to speak 
feely about his activities. But when Richard 
“can’t handle the truth” about his behavior 

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

during a massacre; Robin and a few of the 
other archers are openly imprisoned,  

Where Robin convinces the other archers 
he intends to go his separate ways upon their 
release. And among those that join him is 
Little John (Kevin Durand) and Will Scarlet 
(Scott Grimes)

But when the archers are kept imprisoned 
during the next battle, this turns out to be a 
costly mistake for King Richard who is killed 
in battle by a common peasant teen atop the 
castle. Even though Richard’s demise is not 
yet widely known.

Meanwhile, after a motherly scolding by 
the Queen toward her son’s philandering with 
women in bed and to act more responsibly 
considering the. Prince John (Oscar Isaac) 
takes over the throne, kicks out of his position 
by the removal of a ring from William Marshall 
(William Hurt) who later sides with Robin; 

Afterwards. Prince John gives the ring 
over to Godfrey (played with the usual sinister 
scowl by Mark Strong) to carry out the heavy 
taxation law on his people.

This opportunity under Godfrey’s 
ruthlessness would lead to having the 
Englishmen fighting with each other that are 

intended to eventually bring over to their shore, 
the threat of King Phillip of France taking over 
England who’s in league with Prince John.

.Meanwhile, Robin and his men comes 
across a massacre where Robin confiscates the 
king’s crown and promises a dying Loxley to 
return the sword he stolen from his father back 
to him that eventually leads him to realize 
Loxley was the husband to Marion whom 
Robin falls in love with and has to rescue in a 
battle with Godfrey.

But when the French cancel their invasion 
and Robin becomes the cheered hero over the 
inadequate Prince John whose jealousy and 
contempt makes Robin Hood into an outlaw, 
and the rest of the other story you already 
know.

Still everything from Brain Helgeland’s 
screenplay doesn’t fully come together leading 
into the familiar Sherwood Forest tale. But 
what director Ridley Scott has done is open up 
Robin’s pre-outlaw years into a paranoramatic 
epic adventure

Cate Blanchett steps out of her “comfort 
zone” from those usual refined and prestigious 

character roles into this re-imaged role of Marion 
without the “Maid” as a tough, independent 
woman that widens her acting scope here being 
defiant and intelligent as a feminist.

Russell Crowe puts some of his “Gladiator” 
persona into Robin before the “Hood” that 
makes him gallant with integrity as he is 
compassionate to the needs of his country and 
his own discovered through Marion

Director Ridley Scott’s “Robin Hood” 
deals with the beginning before the events that 
led into becoming a legend. But in the realm of 
movie remakes and revisions between the best 
in Errol Flynn and the worst in Kevin Costner 
in their respective versions

Scott’s “Robin Hood” wants to be viewed 
outside of the box from what we were 
expecting.  Even though this film is not an 
embarrassment. And it’s more straight forward 
and solemn than entertaining. There is still 
of a lot of pedigree involved here that help 
maintain our interest enough by its strength 
for authenticity and drama. R; 139min. A 
Universal Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters

LEGION (**)  When God loses his 
faith  in mankind. 

He unleashes a squad of angels on 
earth to bring on Armageddon. Paul 
Bettany plays the sympatric arch-angel 
who becomes involved with a group of 
strangers (Tyrese Gibson, Charles S. 
Dutton, Lucas Black and Dennis Quaid 
among them) at an isolated roadside, 
truck stop diner that has been designated 
the chosen battleground conflict between 
good versus evil for the salvation of the 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

human race.
There are a few good ideas flowing 

within this descent action-fantasy thriller 
that don’t come together well enough 
through the cinematic storytelling 
execution of veteran special effect s wizard, 
Scott Stewart making his directorial debut 
hat shows only his technical  skill shine 
through in a film that could have been 
reworked into better overall results for its 
audience. R; 100min. Sony Picture Home 
Video 

church or even continue to believe in 
their neighborhood,” he added.  “Our 
church did an awful lot of outreach, 
including door to door visiting, to let 
our neighbors know who we are and 
what we are trying to do.  Eventually, 
albeit slowly, parish members began 
returning to the church; and the healing 
process successfully took place.”

Indeed, since he joined St. 
Agatha’s, Fr. Dowling has initiated a 
myriad of family/community oriented 
programs designed not only to help 
neighborhood residents, but also to 
emphasize the strong relationship St. 
Agatha’s has within the community 
itself since having been first 
established in North Lawndale in 
1893.  “It has been my intent not only 
to move St. Agatha’s forward, but also 
to open up new avenues of thoughts 
and programs to move our community 
forward,” Fr. Dowling stated.

Most of the programs Fr. Dowling 
has initiated are more family oriented 
than anything else, such as the annual 
Christmas Basket affair which is 
perhaps the church’s most highly 
successful program.  This past 
Christmas, St. Agatha’s, which has 
over 400 registered families on parish 
rolls, passed out holiday food baskets 
to more than 600 needy families 
during the holidays.  Additionally, the 
church offers legal assistance through 
the efforts of attorneys of the Chicago 
Legal Clinic who come to the church 
twice a month to meet with and answer 
parishioner legal questions.  

The church also offers after school 

programs on Mondays and Fridays where children will 
spend half of their time studying and being tutored while 
the remaining time is spent doing things the kids like to do 
such as praise dancing, mentoring other children and other 
fun things.  Obviously the tutoring program has been making 
a successful mark at St. Agatha’s as the reading scores of 
children who participated in the program have gone from an 
average of 20% up to more than a 65% reading level.  

Fr. Dowling also hopes to offer parenting classes in the 
very near future to church members.  “We want to help 
parents who are under a lot of stress to find different ways of 
how to deal with this stress and maintain the family structure.  
We also hope to teach new parents the often intricate and 
delicate handling newborn children”, Fr. Dowling said.  
Beside the parenting class, Fr. Dowling also hopes to 
establish a weekend program for teenagers are St. Agatha’s.  
“We want to take our children off the streets and put them 
into a safe environment where they can learn, play and just 
come over and hang out in a comfortable, non-threatening 
and safe environment,” he added.

Although he is far from retirement age, Fr. Dowling hopes 
that he will not have to leave St. Agatha’s in the very near 
future.  “Most priests are assigned to parishes for six years, 
however, they can ask to be renewed for another six years, 
and longer, if they so wish”, Fr. Dowling said.  “I would 
love nothing more than to spend another six years more and 
possibly retire here at St. Agatha’s.  I love this church and I 
love this community,” he added, “the spiritual level of our 
parish members, as well as our neighbors, is much deeper 
than in any other community I have ever served with.”

Fr. Dowling invites all community members, Catholic and 
non-Catholic alike, to visit St. Agatha’s to see what programs 
they have to offer, to participate in any family activities, and 
hopefully to volunteer their services for anything that might 
be of interest.  

“We have many fine programs here that are aimed for 
the benefit of our families and residents and we can always 
use the volunteer services of anyone who is interested,” Fr. 
Dowling said.  “We welcome anyone and everyone to St. 
Agatha’s; no one is ever turned away from our doors.”

Russell Crowe

Dowling from front page
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CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 per 
month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-1730
3 BDRM  Beautiful greystone bldg 1st fl 
apt., hardwood floors throughout. New 
enclosed back porch, section 8 welcomed. 
Appliances included. 773-814-6896. 
Available immediately

FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 2006 S. Pulaski 
$350/month. utilities included. Men 
Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR 
RENT

LEGAL NOTICES

Accepting Children
from 6weeks - 12yrs of Age

Creative Curriculm

Arts & Crafts Classes

Apts Available 4000 West, 1600 South,  
2-bdrm on 2nd floor, 1-bdrm on 3rd Floor, 
Large Rooms, Hardwood floors, Sec 8 
accepted.  773 521-5544 call up to 5:00pm 

1957 SOUTH SPAULDING. Room for 
rent in totally furnished residence for adult 
women.  $450/Month, includes utilities.
One month minimum. Non-smokers. Call 
773-542-9126 for an interview or e-mail 
sophiebella@sbcglobal.Net.

A Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An 
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed 
Business Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, that a 
certification was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of Cook County 
under file no. D10121636 on April 19, 2010 
under the Assumed Name of Eccentric Trend 
Setters Hair Emporium with the business 
located 4372 W. Ogden, Ave., Chicago, IL 
60623. The true name and residence address 
of the owner is Stacy King, 4021 W. 21st 
St., 3rd Fl., Chicago, IL 60623. 

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An 
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed 
Business Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, that a 
certification was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of Cook County 
under file no. D10121737 on April 27, 2010 
under the Assumed Name of Best Prices 
Computers with the business located 17 
N. Cicero., Chicago, IL 60644. The true 
name and residence address of the owner is 
Clyde Payne, 2636 W. Haddon., Chicago, 
IL 60644. 

HARRIS BROTHER’S
APPLIANCE REPAIR

* Stoves * Refridgerators  *
* Washer * Dryer *

(773) 368-5457 
Ask for Chilly

HELP WANTED
A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  office experience 45 words per minute,  typing 
test given, drug test, background check/no felons, salary nego., day time hours nego., need 
ASAP Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

Smart Tips on How to Manage your 
Money Workshop

Thursday May 26th at 6:00pm
1211 S. Western, Suite 205

312 492-9090
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21��	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

��3-�22-0122
10


