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Just like about everybody 
else in Chicago and around the 
country, lifetime West Side native 
Candris Singleton is concerned 
about the hardships facing those 
on the margins of the current sour 
economy here. So three years 
ago, the feisty female became the 
driving force behind the founding 
of Lending Hands Universal, an 
East Garfield Park non-profit 
organization focused on mitigating 
the ravaging impact of housing 
foreclosures and criminal records 
on the community she has called 
home all of her for nearly 40 
years.

Established in 2007, Lending 
Hands Universal presently operates 
from a single office at 2909 W. 
Wilcox as Singleton, the executive 
director and dreadlocked-framed 
face of the enterprise, pursues 
a vision of a home-help, family 
mentoring and ex-offender 
services organization that employs 
a network of warehouses and 
workers on the West Side and 
around the city.

“We have some people in 
place to execute our mission 
right now,” said Singleton during 
a recent lunch interview. “And 
we have been networking with 
other organizations to create 
relationships that will enable us 

helPinG hAnds universAl strives to rePAir, sAve homes, fAmilies
trAvles r. lAne

to extend our services once we get 
firmly established.”

Lending Hand Universal 
currently confines its activities 
to efforts related to the Chicago 
Economic Recovery Repair 
(CERR) program, offering 
charitable home repair services 
to the elderly and low income 
homeowners. The group seeks to 
stem the disproportionately severe 
tide of foreclosures among these 
demographics on the West Side by 
helping its clients maintain their 
properties in an acceptable state 
of repair and by referring them to 
assistance with the legal aspects of 
their predicaments.

Additionally, the organization 
works to assist North Lawndale 
children of ex-offenders by 
providing them and their parents 
with mentoring and other support 
services aimed at steering them 
beyond the conditions that 
perpetuate their problems.

“We’re trying to uplift the 
community by improving property 
values and creating pride within 
our neighborhoods,” said Singleton 
whose motivations primarily spring 
from her own family’s experience 
with foreclosure. Her mother was 
lured into an untenable mortgage 
by an unscrupulous broker and 
eventually lost her home to 

foreclosure seven years ago.
“That experience inspired me 

to try and do something,” added 
Singleton.

A 1986 graduate of Orr 
Academy, Singleton in joined in 
her quest to alleviate the blights 
of boarded homes and broken 
families on the West Side and 
beyond by Lending Hands deputy 
director Shteeya Blanchard and 
technology manager Brian Lewis, 
a 2003 graduate of Orr. Blanchard 
matriculated from Carl Schruz in 
1998.

Sue Liddell, a daycare operator, 
licensed nail technician and respite 
care provider to DCFS, serves as 
the president of Lending Hands 
Universal.

“I was all for it when Candris 
approached me about it,” said 
Liddell. “Because so many senior 
programs have been cut these days. 
And a lot of the elderly are losing 
their homes because inability to 
pay or do repairs on them.

“And we need to get jobs for 
our young men to get them off the 
streets.”

And while they may not yet be 
the Fantastic Four, the quartet of 
West Side do-gooders are confident 
the diverse array of specific skills 
they bring to the effort to rescue 
their community from the blight 

and morass of poverty and neglect 
will eventually bear fruit.

U.S. Congressman Danny Davis 
(D-7th), the Bethany Advocate 
Health Foundation and Illinois Sen. 
Rickey Hendon (D-5th) are eyed as 
potential allies in Lending Hands 
Universal’s quest for funding.  The 
group also has relationships with 
St. Leonard to train construction 
workers and Ashanti House to 
help with substance abuse rehab 

services.
“For me, (Lending Hands) is 

about more than just a building 
and social services program,” said 
Singleton. “It’s a spiritual calling 
driven by my passion for seniors 
and for kids.

“I want to keep as many of them 
as I can from becoming victims 
in my community and anywhere 
else.”

Handy Helpers: Lending Hand Universal officer (l-r) Brian 
Lewis, Sue Liddell, Candris Singleton and Shteeya Blanchard 
met at a West Side eatery recently.

LANE CHANGE: Relieved Maxon Murderers Caught 
Family Mourns for Perpertrators

A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE - the1tlane@yahoo.com

Barbara Maxon’s home, a 
modest brick two-flat on the West 
Side sitting between a Chicago 
Fire Department fire station 
and a Chicago Public Schools 
elementary school, is very tidy 
and neat inside. It is softly lit 
and surprisingly quiet despite 
the distinct intermingling sounds 
of different television programs 
on TV sets from different rooms 
creating a background to our 
conversation in Maxon’s second 
floor apartment last week.

We were talking shortly 
after Ms. Maxon had received 
news from Area Four Homicide 
detectives that they had made an 
arrest and were bringing charges 
in the killing of her 15-year-old 
grandson, Nathaniel, who was 
gunned last month down steps 
from the family’s W. West End 
Avenue home.

Evidencing the constant 
symmetry that time provides to 
each of our daily lives, the family 
learned that persons suspected of 

his murder had been arrested and 
charged on a warm, bright and 
sunny day.

That moment of closure 
contrasted sharply with the bitter 
cold, wind swept mid-morning 
of Feb. 25th when their odyssey 
of uncertainty that began with 
his murder in front of their home 
when the 15-year-old was shot 
by another teenager in an all too 
familiar scenario on the West Side 
of Chicago.

But their journey of heartbreak 
did not follow the usual path of 
apathy and neglect that insidiously 
infect most murder cases here 
when it involves black boys 
killing other black boys in black 
neighborhoods.

Maxon’s West Garfield Park 
family rejoiced in relief and 
gratitude Mar. 18th when they 
learned a suspect had been arrested 
and charged with Nathaniel’s 
murder just outside his West West 
End Avenue home.

Following an intensive effort 

that involved an unusual level 
of cooperation from the family 
and community, Chicago Area 
Four police charged 17-year-old 
Anthony Thomas as an adult last 
Thursday (Mar. 18) for his role 
in the shooting. Eighteen-year-
old William Nellem has also been 
charged, according to police. 
A third suspect, who has been 
identified as the actual shooter, 
is already incarcerated at Cook 
County Jail on an unrelated charge. 
A fourth person of interest to police 
in the case remains at large.

Investigators believe Nate’s 
death was the consequence of a 
robbery that followed a quarrel 
after a dice game.

Though she still aches with the 
pain of her family’s untimely loss, 
Ms. Maxon was greatly relieved 
that Nate’s memory was now 
closer to receiving justice.

“I’m very excited they have 
someone for it. Now, I can get 
some peace,” she said as we spoke 
in the living room of the home 

where a sidewalk memorial to her 
slain grandson was moved farther 
back into the yard after his funeral. 
“And I know Nate is at peace now, 
too.

“All I could do was cry when the 
See Mourns page 3

Pondering loss: Barbara Maxon 
(standing) and daughter Cheryl 
White after learning killers of 
grandson and nephew were in 
police custody.
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
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The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time 6:00pm

Date: April 15, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

Ebony Unlimited Service
An smc distributor

home & GArden decor

locAl chArter tours

Ebonyunlimited.com - Web
Ebony3656@gmail.com - Email

ceo - John miller

(773) 491-4136
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detective called to tell me they had charged someone. 
I had been looking out my window everyday saying 
‘Why?’ I was questioning God why this happened to 
my child.”

Gloria Maxon, an aunt, who was with her mother 
when news of the arrests arrived, thanked police as 
well as the witnesses—neighbors-- who came forward 
and defied the so-called “code of silence” of the 
streets that police say typically prevails and thwarts 
their crime-solving efforts in black communities 
beset by the kinds of crimes that claimed her young 
nephew.

However, that sometimes self-defeating 
assumption did not prevail in this case. 

“Nothing but God caused those people to do 
the right thing,” Gloria Maxon said. “And I am so 
grateful for that. I hope it helps to send a message to 
everybody in this community and communities like 
it. You have to get involved. We all have to.

“I thank God for our neighbors. I also want to 
praise the police for the work they did. They did not 
let it rest.”

While saying her family, which includes Nate’s 
nine surviving siblings, are very grateful to the 
apparent relatively quick resolution to the question of 
who murdered him, Cheryl White, another aunt and 
Barbara Maxon’s oldest daughter added there can be 
little comfort found in the senseless manner in which 
he perished.

“While I am somewhat glad someone is in custody, 
there really is no good to come from what happened,” 
said White, who’s the mother of a 16-year-old son 
of her own. “Because the families of the people, the 
boys who killed Nate are also suffering. And no one 
should have to go through something like this.

“We have got find a better way for our children 
to live.”

The exasperation in her voice was palpable as 
White sat and sighed as her mother stood beside her 
and nodded in agreement.

And when I walked from their white trimmed, 
red brick building back across the street to my own 
home after talking to the women, I couldn’t agree 
with them more about the need for a better life for 
our young black boys than the kind that took away 
Nate-- the same kind many of his young neighbors in 
black hoodies and sagging trousers will also lose their 
lives to on the corners of Karlov, Keeler, Maypole, 
Washington and most of the other West Side streets 
that these young men call their job sites.

And as they shout out, “Blows!,” “Red tape!,” 
“Blue Bag!,” and all the other nomenclatures of the 
wares they are peddling, none seem to consider the 
day when their own families will be mourning, too.

Mourns from front page

Now that Mayor Daley did what was in 
his best political interest in appointing 
State Representative Deborah Graham, 
78th District, as 29th Ward alderman, it is 
appropriate that when the committeemen and 
committeewoman select her replacement in 
a fair and transparent manner.  
The list of citizens who applied for the 29th 
Ward alderman was impressive.  A solid 
pool of applicants who applied brought 
a history of toiling hard in improving the 
Austin community.  We need a progressive 
person who can serve the diversity of the 78th 
District.  The district stretches from 5400 
Chicago Ave. in Chicago to Stone Park.   
The pool of potential state representative 
replacements is equally impressive.  Two 
individuals who merit serious consideration 
are Austin resident Phyllis Logan and Oak 
Park resident Ade Onayemi.  Both are 
business professionals with an impressive 
resume of community service in both the 
Austin and Oak Park communities.  
Phyllis Logan is currently a member of 
VOCMA, a faith based organization which 
fights for affordable housing.  She is an 
active member in both the NAACP and 
the Austin African American Business 

APPoint the next stAte rePresentAtive in A fAir And oPen Process
Networking Association (AAABNA).  She 
is the chairperson of West Side Branch of 
the NAACP Housing Committee.  She is 
a real estate developer.  Her specialty is 
building affordable quality homes.  
Ms. Logan uses her experience in real estate 
to fight for fairness in the housing sector.  
She is one of the leaders in Chicago fighting 
for the creation of affordable housing.  She 
led the NAACP in an organizing effort with 
other citywide housing organizations to 
bring public attention to the deficiencies 
in the City of Chicago “Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program (NSP).  NSP is a city 
administered program in which Chicago 
received federal funds to purchase and 
rehabilitate foreclosed properties for resale 
to low to moderate income families.  She 
also served as mortgage crises liaison for 
Congressman Danny K. Davis, 7th District.  
She assisted families through the mortgage 
modification process. 
She served on the committee which 
brought about the construction of the new 

Westinghouse High School building.  She 
currently serves as a board member at the 
Austin Business and Entrepreneurship 
Academy High School (ABEA) at the 
Austin Campus.
Ade Onayemi, a 25 year resident of Oak 
Park, is a licensed architect and President 
of Urban Resource, Inc., an architectural 
firm located in the Austin community.  He 
is an adjunct instructor of Construction 
Technology at Triton Community College 
in River Grove, IL.  
His civic engagement includes volunteering 
as the Vice-Chairman of ED-RED an 
Illinois education advocacy organization 
representing over 300,000 children in 
elementary and high school districts.  He 
currently serves as the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors for AAABNA.  He is an 
active member of the Westside Ministers’ 
Coalition Education Committee.
Mr. Onayemi is a former member and past 
President of Board of Education in Oak 
Park Elementary School District #97 which 

is responsible for policy and leadership for 
the public elementary school system in Oak 
Park, Illinois.  He oversaw an annual budget 
of $62 million which served approximately 
5,000 children.  Mr. Onayemi, through 
efficient management, brought new and 
innovative programs to the schools he 
served.
Mr. Onayemi uses his experience as former 
Oak Park school board president to serve 
as the Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors 
of ABEA High School located inside the 
Austin Campus.  
Both Phyllis Logan and Ade Onayemi bring 
diverse experiences as business people and 
civic leaders to merit strong consideration to 
be appointed to the now vacant 78th District 
State Representative seat. 
The Austin and Oak Park communities 
deserve a fair and transparent process so 
that we may have the best person appointed 
and not have any more backroom deals.  
Please email me at austin_youth@sbcglobal.
net if you agree.  
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It was the first time the Black youth 
of North Lawndale witnessed a Black 
History parade that marched through their 
neighborhood.  The parade, which started 
at 16th and Kedzie, spread joy and pride 
throughout the area on February 27th, near 
the end of Black History Month.  Students 
from Penn Elementary School—and other 
schools as well—marched with their 
parents alongside the parade while singing 
and cheering. Everyone was filled with 
happiness and a sharper awareness of their 
history.

And that was just the first half of the 
event.

The second half was waiting for them at 
the end of the parade. The end was at Penn 
Elementary School, located on 1616 S. 
Avers Ave. Nearly everyone walked inside 
the school to enjoy performances that were 
designed to both entertain and enlighten 
children and adults alike.

The 1st Annual North Lawndale Black 
History Parade and Assembly were created 
by The Brothers and Sisters of the Formally 

Black History Parade and Assembly Makes History While Teaching History
Nicholas Short

Incarcerated (BSFI) and several other 
groups to give African-Americans in the 
North Lawndale area something they rarely 
get to see: An event in their neighborhood 
that was just for them.  

BSFI President Derek Brown and group 
member Marilyn Gooch, who were among 
the people that launched the event, felt that 
no one ever recognize black history in the 
North Lawndale area. They thought about 
how Chicago featured parades for Mexican 
pride, Puerto Rican pride, and Saint Patrick’s 
Day, but the African American community 
in North Lawndale did not have a parade 
that celebrated their history. So this year, 
they banded with Penn Elementary School, 
Chicago Area Project and several other 
groups to form the event.

Though there were not any floats—there 
was not enough time—the parade did 
feature the Penn School Band, several other 
schools (including Anton Dvorak School) 
with banners, and a couple of cars with 
stereos playing one of Martin Luther King’s 
speeches. “It was all a must see because if 

you didn’t see it, you missed a whole lot,” 
said Brown. It was cold that afternoon but 
the children at the event had so much fun 
that they didn’t seem to care. “They forgot it 
was cold out there because they had a ball. I 
had a ball just watching them,” said Brown.

At the assembly, the same crowd of about 
200 people who participated in the parade 
watched performances from such groups 
as African Explosion, a team of African 
dancers that performed while informing the 
audience about different African cultures. 
They taught the audience such lessons as 
how African drums are made and how to 
say “hello” in different African languages 
like Swahili. “It was a really wonderful 
experience,” said Gooch. 

Another performance, a 2010 Census 
play held by students from Penn School and 
a few other schools, taught lessons about the 
2010 Census that even Brown did not know. 
He considered the play to very helpful in 
informing people that those who do not 
participate in the census may prevent money 
from being forwarded to their communities. 

“The kids did an excellent performance,” he 
said.

Brown and Gooch took much pride in 
what they accomplished. They were happy 
that they help start an event that the North 
Lawndale community can cherish for years 
to come. “It was nice for it to be the first 
time ever done,” said Gooch. 

 “The thing with the kids over here in 
North Lawndale area…their parents grew up 
here. Their grandparents grew up here. And 
this is the first time anything like this has 
been done, so those kids are actually going 
to be a part of history ‘cause in ten years 
when it’s really big and we have big floats 
and everything, they can say they were the 
ones that first started that,” said Gooch.

Next year, the event will be even more 
successful, according to Brown and Gooch. 
“You know how when it’s your first time 
doing something, the next time is better? 
So we know that we have to plan for it in 
advance,” said Gooch. They “definitely” 
will include floats and many other features.

They vow to continue to do what they can 
for North Lawndale and its youth. “We work 
for our community with our community to 
help change and better the community,” said 
Gooch.

The fibroid saga usually begins something 
like this:  A woman typically between the ages 
of 35 and 54 is diagnosed with fibroids, which 
are benign tumors of the uterus.  She is told 
that unless the growths are causing severe pain 
or heavy bleeding, no treatment or procedure 
is necessary at that time.  In other words, “If 
they’re not bothering you, then you don’t 
bother them.”

A few months go by, or in some cases a few 
years, and surprise!  The fibroids can no longer 
be ignored.  Suddenly there’s the menstrual 
cycle that starts way too soon, runs like a 
faucet without the shut-off valve, and cramps 
like there’s no tomorrow.

Then comes the bloating, the depression, 
confusion about what’s happening, back pain, 
front pain, headaches, frequent urination and 
infrequent sex.  The fibroids have “arrived.”

The Options
Next, the annual pelvic examination is 

scheduled, never mind that it hasn’t been a year 
since the previous visit to the gynecologist, 
but there are now complications that must be 
dealt with.  The first line of defense is usually 
a prescription for birth control pills to stop 
the bleeding.  This works initially but after 
the first pack or two the bleeding comes back, 
along with its sister symptoms of cramps and 
bloating.

The sufferer considers a couple of other 
scenarios briefly mentioned during the office 
visit – ablation, a procedure that may stop the 
bleeding, but does nothing for the fibroids 
and renders a woman infertile; and hormone 
therapy that stops the symptoms as long as the 
patient takes the pills, but usually leads to early 
menopause.

The second visit to the gynecologist yields 
the inevitable.  The “H” word.  The doctor 
recommends a hysterectomy, which is the 
removal the uterus.  Some also will discuss 
myomectomy, an invasive surgery that 
involves the removal of the fibroids only, with 
a good chance that the fibroids will grow back, 
but clearly hysterectomies are faves among 
gynies. 

In fact, more than 600,000 hysterectomies 
are performed in this country every year, 90 
percent of them for fibroids.  A hysterectomy is 
oftentimes the most serious surgery a woman 
will have in her lifetime.  And because African-
American women are four times more likely to 
have fibroids than their Caucasian counterparts 
(85 percent of African-American women will 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
WOMEN AND 

FIBROIDS

See Fibroids page 8
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It can’t be easy squeezing 
8th Centuries worth of Muslim 
American history into a movie. 
Cramming so many important 
facts and so many crucial 
moments sounds difficult. But 
the Muslim American Veterans 
Association (MAVA) presented 
an inspiring history lesson that 
any Muslim American can be 
proud of—and non-Muslims 
can learn from. “8 Centuries of Muslims in 
America,” a documentary that was produced by 
Muslim News Magazine, explored the evolution 
of Islam in America.  Providing an eye-catching 
mix of vintage film footage, video clips and 
pictures, it gives an entertaining illustration of the 
changes and tribulations Muslims went through 
in America.

Numerous participants attended a screening 
of “8 Centuries” at ICE Theatre, 210 W. 87th St., 
on March 18. Every moviegoer was greeted by 
members of MAVA, who set up a ticket area 
in the theatre’s main area. Attendees bought 
their tickets, took pamphlets that provided 
information about Islam and browsed through 
such merchandise as paintings of Imam W. Deen 
Mohammad. 

The enormous crowd of participants sat as the 
movie started at the beginning of the Muslim-
American culture, explaining how Muslims 
traveled from Africa to the West—long before 
Christopher Columbus arrived at America.  From 
that point, the movie, with help from narrator 
and producer Lou Muqaddin, established a clear, 
riveting report of the growth of Islam in America.  
Explaining hundreds of years perfectly, the 
movie only focused on crucial moments that 
greatly influence its viewers. 

 Muslim and non-Muslims viewers can’t 
help but be inspired when they are watching a 
clip of Malcolm X as he preached about how 

Blacks in Africa were once 
kings and queens and excelled 
in art and education, only to be 
turned into a group people being 
bullied by a handful of white 
Americans. Sounds of approval 
and admiration were heard from 
the audience during the moment 
when a young Louis Farrakhan 
explained what Islam has done for 

him.  While the camera performed an extreme 
close-up on him, Farrakhan, with a huge smile, 
explains that Islam’s essence can be found on in 
everything he says and does.

The series of old photos and captivating 
footage pulls you into the history of American 
Muslims showing the trials and triumphs of the 
Muslims people. 

Although the organization that provides aid 
and support for an all veterans—not just for 
Muslim veterans—MAVA, which began in 1997, 
wanted to help the American Muslim community 
by informing other Americans about the roles 
Muslims have played throughout American 
history. Taalibbin Shabazz, the treasurer for 
MAVA and one of the founders of the Chicago 
division of the organization, said “there’s a long 
history of Muslims participating in America.” 
He states that Muslims, for instance, have fought 
in every war in American History.

Shabazz was very satisfied with the movie, 
saying that it was “pretty good.”  He hopes that 
the movie will help people denounce the negative 
stereotypes that have been weighing down 
Muslims for quite some time.  The movie, he 
wishes, will make those who watch it realize that 
“Muslims are not werewolves.”  “We believe in 
God like everybody else believes in God. We are 
not out here biting people or devouring people,” 
he adds. People who want to find out more about 
MAVA can go to www.mavapost2.com or call 
(708) 829-2994.

A History of Muslim Americans 
Beautifully Presented In MAVA Film

Nicholas Short

Hip huggers, cleavage, 
pants sagging down to the 
knees and belly buttons seem 

to be the most popular happening trends as 
it pertains to the images shown on the most 
popular television shows that our youth are 
engaged in on the everyday basis. But has 
anyone taken the time to evaluate the age 
group of those who so famously wear this 
type of attire and the effect that it has on the 
mindsets of the youth who are wearing the 
sexually explicit attire? Well according to 
Cory a 16 year old who attends a far South 
side school in Chicago in which he prefers 
not to mention says “Seeing a girl with her 
cleavage out puts me in the mood for sexually 
relations.” Cory is being raised in a house 
hold with a mother, a father and two sisters 
and adds “I believe when girls dress in a way 
that shows off their body parts, they have low 
self esteem but it does grab my attention.” 
“My parents won’t allow my two younger 
sisters to dress that way and even if they did, I 
don’t think that they would want to dress that 
way.”

Promiscuity doesn’t deem wrong in the 
contemporary world that we live in especially 
as the media constantly promotes the moto 
of “Sex Sells,” continuously pressuring 
the youth to “Get down or not be found,” 
into fame and fortune. From the cartoon 
characters to the “Supposedly” youth oriented 
sitcoms we see a wide variety of cleavage, 
hip huggers, thungs and pants hanging down 
to the knees of the young men and women 
who are wearing them. It’s as if the young 
men only feel worthy if they criminalize 
themselves and the young women feel that 
the only way that they will fit in is if they are 
promiscuous and showing every sacred part 
of their bodies that they can. But why are the 
youth so promiscuous and with out care of 

 What Type of Messages are the Youth 
Receiving from the Mass Media?

how they present themselves as young men 
and women? Tonnetta a 15 year old young 
lady on the far South side of Chicago says 
“It’s nothing wrong with showing off what 
you got, if you got it flaunt it.” “Me and my 
mom wear the same clothes, she don’t say 
nothing about the way I dress, we dress the 
same way.” Tonnetta is being raised in a 
single family home by her grandmother. Her 
mother is a single mother, who just got out 
of a drug rehab and has been diagnosed with 
HIV two years ago. Tonnetta says “My mom 
is 30 years old but I don’t live with her, I live 
with my grand-mom, my grand-mom is the 
one who complains about the way I dress, 
probably because she old and she can’t wear 
it herself, she just jealous.”

Could you imagine the mindset? A child 
feels that her grandmother is jealous of her 
because she is looking out for the well being 
of the child. This is the effect that much of 
the media has on the mindsets of the youth. 
But how is one to re-direct a child who feels 
that education is not important but she or 
he can get through life by way of sexing 
and thugging? How are we to change the 
new pattern of babies having babies, teen 
HIV cases, irresponsible sexual relations of 
the youth and the criminalizing mindsets of 
young males in inner cities nation wide? Are 

Tali Bhakit

See Media page 9
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HOT TUB TIME MACHINE (**)  
The apparent object for this ridiculously 
silly comedy fantasy here seems to make 
something meaningful for its hapless 
characters brought on by its borrowed 
“Back to the Future” premise that switches a 
DeLorean to a hot tub as a human transporter 
along with their exploits into raunchy, male 
bonding humor.

When Lou (Rob Cordday), alcoholic, 
fun seeker is hospitalized for accidentally 
committing suicide. The incident rallies 
the attention of his friends who have been 
ignoring his cell phone calls and each other 
over their unfulfilled lives.

Adam (John Cusack who also co-
produced this comedy) is an insurance man 
whose occupation got in the way of his 
relationship that dumps him. Nick (Craig 
Robinson), an ex- aspiring soul singer 
who’s reduced to working a dog shop. And 
there’s Jacob (Clark Duke), a video obsessed 
reclusive nerd living in a basement.

So in an attempt for forego their personal 
miseries; Adam, Nick and Jacob decides to 
take Lou on a lost weekend to rekindle their 
good timers at a now rundown ski lodge 
resort that has a  hot tub in their suite that 
the control unit get damaged by their energy 
drink that somehow transports the guys back 
to 1986.. Where the resort hosted a Winterfest 
celebration for students on school break 
with a concert performance from rock group 
Poison. The guys are initially shocked by 
the colorful art deco of clothing and the era 
that was their youth. When they encounter 
brief appearances and riddled dialogue from 
Chevy Chase as the repairman in search of 
the part to fix the tub.

The guys realize how pivotal the year and 
the lodge was for each that they initially think 
they must duplicate what happened before in 
order to return back to the same unfulfilling 
presence. And with everyone else seeing the 
youthful version of themselves that the guys 
can only see in mirror reflections. 

Still, things don’t go as planned for each 
guy, including the odd presence of Jacob 
who wasn’t born yet, who meets his then 
free spirited- future mother, Kelly (Collette 
Woods) and later learns who his absentee 
father is. While Lou gets bullied and beaten 
by a couple of ski patrol geeks who break 
into the guys’ room to  discover their cell 
phone, computer and power drinks that 
makes them think the guys are Russian 
sympathizers. Adam botches reconciliation 
with a girl that still stabs him with a folk 
near his eye as before

While Lou  confronts Adam on what a 
lackluster friend he’s been and finally wins 
a moral victory over his bullies to get the 
energy drink  needed for the hot tub control 
unit to return  them back to the present Only 
Lou seems to realize he was no returning to 
the dull present and proves you can alter the 
past for himself and his friends to a more 
wealthier  conclusion that is fun to watch  
with how Lou takes credit for some hi-
tech innovations and Nick becomes a big 
time record producer who fears of his wife 
cheating on him are unfounded.

Sometimes, “Hot Tub Time Machine” is a 
funny to vulgar and  occasionally predictable 
comedy  that isn’t ashamed about where its 
borrows its movie inspiration from other 

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

films that  also reminded me of  
a 1984 beach party rip-off movie 
set at a  ski lodge , :”Hot Dog, The 
Movie”.

 Still, more important “Hot 
Tub” is sprinkled with the kind 
of humor usually reserved for 
the Farrelly Brothers movies like 
“There’s Something about Mary”. 
Even though, everything this 
movie works its script to achieve, 
doesn’t always connect, but at 
least the movie has its moments 
of hilarity that avoids being as 

dreadful as I initially anticipated
R; 100min. A United Artist Picture 

released through Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Pictures Distribution

= Presented at selected theaters
THE RUNAWAYS (***) This 

biographical musical drama about the 
formation and eventual break-up of the 
landmark all female teenage glam-punk 

rock band offers exceptional performances 
that helps breath some new life and insight 
into the usual tale of the rise and  fall amidst 
the “sex, drugs ands rock n’ roll”

 The film also captures the era and mood 
that was the late ‘70‘s into somewhat of a 
cautionary tale told straight forward about 
these girls that grew up too fast.  

And yet, at the same time, these girls 
fought against the stereotype notion 
that:”Girls don’t act like guys and don’t play 
electric guitar”

The movie opens under a familiar bias 
attitude that we sense the racism against 
gender, as if it were blacks trying to break 
through a white’s man’s world. For instance, 
15 yr. old Cherie Currie (Dakota Fanning) 
was heavily influenced by British rock star 
David Bowie. Enough to duplicate his Ziggy 
Stardust” alter ego.

With facial makeup while playing her 
guitar as she mouth the lyrics to one of his 
songs during a high school talent show. 
Cherie received boos and thrown paper 

at her during her performance. But she 
remains defiant as she flipped her finger to 
the audience when exiting the stage.

Later, Cherie wanders into a crowded 
“electric disco” club to meet and introduce 
herself to “spaced out” record producer 
Kim Fowley (Michael Shannon) to make 
her pitch to form what had never been done 
before-- a female rock band.

Kim becomes somewhat of a svengali 
–type who in turn introduces, Cherie to Joan 
Larkin aka Joan Jett (Kristen Stewart).From 
their meeting, the film makes its intersection 
between two women and their stories in 
one.  

 Essentially, this is the story of Joan Jett 
in her first group, (before she later formed 
Joan Jett and the Heartbreakers) and Cherie 
Currie who became the lead voice and 
image for the group and their initial hit, 
“Cherry Bomb”. In which the group became 
known as hard rockers on and off the stage 

See Flicks page 10
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Chicago police 
with the assist of a K-
9 unit apprehended a 
“career criminal” as he 
burglarized a school on 
the city’s Near North 
Side.

  Authorities 
identified the man as 
48-year-old Dennis E. 
Otis of the 2800 block 
of West Filmore. He 

has been charged with Felony Burglary and 
Possession of Burglary Tools.

Police reports indicate that on last 
Wednesday (March 17th) at approximately 
11:00 p.m., Near North District (18th) 
officers responded to a burglar alarm in the 
300 block of West Hill Street. Upon arrival, 
officers surveyed the building and observed 
a broken window in one of the classrooms 
at the schools. The officers also heard a loud 
banging sound coming from inside.

  After requesting additional officers to 
set up a perimeter around the building, K-

MARCH 22, 2010 POLICE ROUNDUP: Career criminal caught burglarizing school
Ferman Mentrell Beckless -beckless@yahoo.com  - recklessperspectives.blogspot.com

9 Unit officers used dogs to pick up the 
scent of Otis, who was found hiding inside a 
wooden box on the second floor.

  Otis had in his possession a flashlight 
and a hammer, among other items. The 
officers also discovered a shopping cart near 
the broken window. He was immediately 
placed into custody.

  The often-arrested Otis appeared in 
Central Bond Court last Friday. Word of his 
bond was not available as of late Monday.

Armed robber nabbed by citizens
 A 25-year-old armed robbery suspect was 

taken into custody last Friday (19th0 with the 
aid of his victim and two good Samaritans 
who responded to the victim’s plea for help. 
The incident occurred in broad daylight in 
the 1900 block of South Michigan Avenue.

  The suspect was identified by Chicago 
police as Eddie Whiteside of the 1200 block 
of South Racine Avenue.

  Police reports indicate that officers 
responded to a call of a “man with a gun at 
1:45 p.m. Friday where they encountered 
Whiteside being detained by several 

witnesses. The officers later learned an 
unidentified female victim had allegedly 
been robbed at gunpoint Whiteside.

  After wresting the woman’s purse away, 
Whiteside subsequently fled southbound 
on Michigan, 
followed closely 
by the victim. 
Two unidentified 
witnesses, who 
heard the woman’s 
plea, joined the 
chase and were able 
to assist in holding 
Whiteside down 
until police arrived.

  An unidentified weapon and the woman’s 
purse were recovered at the scene. Bond for 
Whiteside was set at $450,000. He remained 
jailed as of late Monday with a court date set 
for March 26 in Branch 42.

Fatal shooting on West Chicago Ave.
  A 22-year-old shooting victim was 

pronounced dead on arrival at Mt. Sinai 
Hospital after sustaining multiple gunshot 

Diabetes is a fast growing epidemic and is 
ravaging Chicago’s Westside. According to data 
gathered by the Sinai Urban Health Institute 
(SUHI), North Lawndale has a diabetes rate that 
is 40% higher than the rate for Chicago. This rate 
appears to be increasing each year. About 1.5 out 
of 10 persons over the age of 18 in North Lawndale 
has diabetes. Nearly 95% of diagnosed diabetes 
cases are type 2, which is preventable. In poor 
communities like North Lawndale access to quality 
foods and a safe environment in which to exercise 
lead to obesity and a sedentary lifestyle. These are 
the most common causes of this form of diabetes.

“Eating the right thing and being able to make 
good lifestyle choices have been my biggest 
challenges with diabetes,” says Margaret Shepard. 
Mrs. Shepard, a Westside resident for 35 years, was 
first diagnosed with diabetes 26 years ago during a 
pregnancy. She tried to control her diabetes without 
medication when she was diagnosed, but eventually 
was placed on insulin and pills to help her control 
her glucose or “blood sugar.” “Having high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol doesn’t help,” says 
Mrs. Shepard, “Then you have to go outside the 
community to find quality food at a good price.” 

North Lawndale is considered a “food desert” 
community. This means that there is a big imbalance 
or “food security” gap between grocery stores that 
provide quality food and the number of fast food 
outlets that provide foods high in fat, calories and 
sugar. 

The Fight Against 
Diabetes in North 

Lawndale Block by 
Block
Joseph West

See Block page 9

wounds to the back and chest during 
an apparent gang-related dispute in the 
530 block of West Chicago Avenue late 
Thursday.

  Area 5 Homicide investigators are 
without an arrest in the shooting. A second 
unidentified victim was rushed to West 
Suburban Hospital where he was being 
treated for non life-threatening wounds and 
listed in stable condition.

  In an unrelated shooting, a 38-year-
old man leaving a party in the 3700 block 
of West Huron was shot and wounded by 
an unknown gunman early Saturday (20th) 
morning.

  The unidentified victim was rushed 
to John Stroger, Jr. Hospital where he was 
listed in stable condition. Area 4 Violent 
Crimes investigators were without an arrest 
or motive in that shooting.

MISSING
Chicago police and concerned families 

of a 47-year-old woman and a 16-year-old 
girl are on the lookout for the two missing 
individuals. The incidents are unrelated.

  Police identified the missing woman as 
Jerry Wallace. She was last seen in the around of 300 
block of North Elizabeth on last Thursday.

  The family of the woman told police the woman 
suffers from dementia and may not know her name. She 
is described as being 5’4” tall and weighing 140 pounds 
with brown eyes, black hair and is dark complexioned.

  Anyone with knowledge of her whereabouts are 
asked to contact Area 2 Special Victims Unit at (312) 
747-8274

  The missing teen was identified by police as 
Melissa “Barbie” Guitierrez. She was last seen in the 
5700 block of South Mozart wearing a black jacket 
with a white Camisole top underneath, blue jeans and 
red and white gym shoes.

  Melissa is known to frequent the areas of 5100 to 
5500 blocks of South Mozart. She is described as 5’8” 
tall and weighing 160 pounds. The Hispanic girl has 
brown eyes, brown hair and scars and marks on her left 
ankle.

  Anyone with knowledge of her whereabouts is 
asked to contact Area 1 Special Victims Unit, 312/747-
8385.
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Denise Camp a North Lawndale 
resident of nearly 29 years was diagnosed 
with diabetes during a routine doctor’s 
visit 7 years ago. “I met my husband at a 
McDonalds,” she says, “and ever since 
then it’s been grease city.” Both Mrs. Camp 
and her husband have diabetes and they 
are trying to lose weight and become more 
motivated to exercise and eat right. “It’s 
tough sometimes. You want to get the right 
things but you get into bad habits. I feel I 
could go walking around my neighborhood 
for exercise, but I have to work up the 
motivation. And the hardest challenge for 
us is making good food choices,” says Mrs. 
Camp. 

“Block by Block North Lawndale 
Diabetes Community Action” program is 
an important Sinai Health System initiative 
to combat diabetes in the community one 
block at a time. Block by Block builds on 
community strengths. The program employs 
community health educators to visit homes, 
coordinate cooking and exercise activities 
and support residents in making the fight 
against diabetes a neighborhood priority. 

Block by Block encourages everyone to 
know his or her diabetes status.  If you have 
diabetes take care of yourself. You can do 
this by eating more fruits and vegetables, 
checking your blood sugar regularly, seeing 

a doctor often and exercising 
frequently. Also, talk to 
your friends and neighbors 
about diabetes and work to 
make your community safer, 
improve access to quality 
foods and closer knit. Together 
we can win the fight against 
diabetes. 

Block from page 8

receive a diagnosis of fibroids), this select 
group of women is going under the knife 
at staggering proportions.

But this is changing – slowly.  The 
internet has become as sharp as a scalpel 
in offering information to patients about 
available procedures and techniques to 
treat almost anything.  And with just a little 
research, women everywhere are learning 
about the breakthrough procedure that is 
saving others from invasive surgeries.

More and more women are choosing 
Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE) 
as an alternative to hysterectomy or 
myomectomy.  The procedure is performed 
by an interventional radiologist and 
requires a mere one-night hospital stay. 

“Women should be made aware of all 
available options for treating their uterine 
fibroids,” says Dr. Robert Vogelzang 
of Northwestern Memorial Hospital 
in Chicago. “Hysterectomy is a major 
surgery — it’s not an easy procedure. So, 
it shouldn’t be the first treatment that is 
recommended to a patient after medical 
management.”

The Surgery
After the patient is sedated to eliminate 

discomfort (general anesthesia is not 
necessary), the doctor inserts a tiny 
catheter into the femoral artery and inserts 
microscopic particles into the arteries to 
restrict blood flow to the fibroids.  The 
fibroids die immediately then shrink in 
size over the next few weeks. 

The procedure treats the entire uterus, 
including fibroids that are small and not 
seen through imaging studies. There is 
no cutting, no scaring and no blood loss.  
Furthermore, because the procedure treats 
all of the arteries that feed fibroids, they 
do not grow back, as often happens with 
myomectomies.  

The patient is given a medicine drip 

to control post-surgery cramps, and is 
released from the hospital approximately 
24 hours following the procedure.  She 
also is equipped with prescriptions for pain 
management for the first few days as the 
fibroids begin to shrink.

The average recuperation time after the 
UFE procedure is about five days, compared 
to four to six weeks with a hysterectomy.

The Aftermath
On average, most women who have 

the UFE procedure experience a blissful 
four months of no menstrual bleeding at 
all.  Almost all patients who endured a 
near lifetime of cramps can also thank the 
procedure for much more pleasant periods.  

“For years I wouldn’t go anywhere 
without Ibuprofen in my purse just in case 
my cycle started because I knew that without 
it I could be doubled over in pain,” according 
to a Chicago woman who underwent the 
procedure in 2009.  “I haven’t taken a single 
pain killer since my UFE.”

Also, many women have had children 
following the UFE procedure, which is 
impossible after a hysterectomy.

Fibroids is yet another of those 
conditions that affects African Americans 
disproportionately.  But no one knows why.  
Genetics seem to play a part in whether or 
not a woman gets fibroids, but even that 
theory is inconclusive.

What is known is that there is a safer, 
viable alternative to major surgery for 
treating fibroids, and its popularity is 
growing.  Many patients are refusing to 
take the advice of their doctors to have 
surgery and are taking control of what 
they’re willing to put their bodies through to 
alleviate fibroids.  

To find out more about Uterine Fibroid 
Embolization, visit www.ask4ufe.com/
empoweredwomen.  Or call 1.866.401.6945 
to schedule a consultation with a doctor in 
your area who performs UFE.

Upcoming Events:
The following presentations on Uterine 

Fibroid Embolization by a doctor and 
patient advocate are being offered free to 
the general public:

Apostolic Church of God Hosts 
Discussion on 

Uterine Fibroid Embolization
Tue., March 30th, 6:30 pm to 8 pm
Apostolic Church of God,
6320 Dorchester Avenue
Chicago, IL
RSVP:  773.256.4137  
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Hosts a 

General Audience 
Presentation on Uterine Fibroid 

Embolization
Sat., April 10th, 10 am to noon
St. James AME Church,
9256 South Lafayette Avenue
Chicago, IL
RSVP:  312.588.3359
South Central Community Services, 

Inc. Offers Free
Discussion on UFE During 9th Annual 

Women Empowering Conference
Sat., April 10th, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Wyndham Lisle-Chicago Hotel,
3000 Warrenville Road
Lisle, IL
RSVP:  773.483.0900 x231

Fibroids from page 4
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with Cherie performing on stage in a corset 
and the rest of the band members dressed in 
skimpy outfits for their teasing concerts. 

But it’s the grueling life on the road 
with the excessive availability of drugs and 
alcohol that quickly sends Cherie hitting 
rock bottom that made her leave the group. 
It’s this implosion that also eventually leads 
to Cherie suffering a breakdown in a phone 
booth over a drink when she was still a 
minor.

This is almost an amazing story because 
they survive without overdosing And 
considering the open permissiveness of the 
era from drugs to relationships that makes 
“The Runaway”, bold and honest in its 
characters and their life depictions. 

Even though, this is not exactly a “warts 
and all-type of show biz biography movie. 
Because the script feels a little condensed 
for that, but it still comes close for its gritty 

reality.
Dakota Fanning in her first grown-up 

role emerges as a major actress to reckon 
with. Her performance details balance and 
insight as the “wild child” that was Cherie 
Currie without turning her life into a Greek 
tragedy.

Equally impressive is Kristen Stewart 
as the black haired, black eye lashed Joan 
Jett who struggles to hold herself and her 
first group amidst Cherie’s drug and alcohol 
dependency.  

While Michael Shannon who scored a 
best supporting Oscar nomination last year 
for “Revolutionary Road” gives a magnetic 
and eccentric performance as the svengali 
record producer, Kim Fowley who shaped 
the band’s blistering rock and roll sound that 
reshape the music industry in a once male 
dominated profession amidst their personal 
strife. 

R; 111min. An Apparition Pictures 
release – Presented at selected theaters

Flicks from page 6

we to sensor the television programs, are we 
to connect with the FCC in order to have them 
shut down the programming that is causing 
our communities to rot or continue to go 
deeper into a bottomless pit that will spawn 
havoc into our world as time goes on?

Concerned mother Barbara Reed on the 
North side of Chicago says “It’s time for 
change, a positive change.” “We have to go 
back to the times where it took a village to 
raise a child, we all have to look out for one 
another and do it together.” Barbara has a PhD 
in child psychology, is a stay at home mother 
and home schools her two young children 
Sears who is 7 years old and Neji who is 12 
years old. They have both been home schooled 
for the last 3 years. Neji use to go to the local 
public school, but Mr and Mrs. Reed pulled 
him out of traditional school when Neji came 
home one day talking about “Blasting anyone 
who crossed him.” Mrs. Reed said after my 
husband and I heard these words come out of 
my sons mouth we realized how much of an 
effect that Neji’s friends and the media had 
on our kids, so we decided to pull Neji from 
traditional schooling, sensor the television 
programs that he watches and the children 
that he be-friends. We make sure that we are 
acquainted with their parents and because of 
this we have seen a major change in Neji’s 
behavior.” But why is it that a parent has to 
go through such extremes to make sure that 
their child is receiving the right education and 
as well are not being exposed to the wrong 
things.

In the 80’s the Brady Bunch’s mother 
and father getting in bed with one another 
was quite explicit, in the 90’s Anna Nichols’ 
train wreck of a show caused people to say 
“Uhhh, Ahhh” and wonder what the 21st 
century would bring us, currently it is the 
broken family with babies having babies, 
breast out, killing, dealing, criminalization 
and just plain old what ever. How have 
things gotten so horrifying and where do we 

go from here, how do we stop the cycle of 
open sexuality, promiscuity, criminalization, 
killing and dealing amongst a society of 
youth that are quickly dying with a major 
influence from media? To contact the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) log on 
to http://esupport.fcc.gov/complaints.htm or 
call toll-free at 1-888-CALL-FCC (1-888-
225-5322)

According to George Gerbner’s 
Cultivation Theory, watching television has 
a major long term effect on it’s viewer. The 
effect may come gradual and indirect but is 
certainly cumulative and significant. Is your 
child effected by the mean world syndrome 
or is he or she able to cope without any of 
the media’s life disturbing distractions? The 
village is the means to raising the children 
based upon morals and values. Let’s go back 
to the basics so that our children are raised to 
uplift the integrity of education.

For more information on George Gerbner’s 
Cultivation Theory log on to

http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/
issues/97may/gerbner.htm

h t t p : / / w w w . t c w . u t w e n t e . n l /
theorieenoverzicht/Theory%20clusters/
Mass%20Media/Cultivation_Theory.doc/
index.html

To contact the Federal Communications 
Commission log on to http://esupport.fcc.
gov/complaints.htm or call toll-free at 1-888-
CALL-FCC (1-888-225-5322)

To help your child stay away from media 
violence log on to http://www.pamv.net/

Let’s strive for a brighter and positive 
future in media!
Tali Bakhit is a visionary journalist, writer, 
entrepreneur, and owner of her own company 
Bon-chic Productions.  Born and raised in 
the inner city of Philadelphia, she knows 
the struggles that young African American 
sisters go through on the everyday basis.  As a 
writer for the the North Lawndale Community 
Newspaper, Tali has made a loyal commitment 
to give back to the Sisters and prove yes we 
can all get along and create a since of loyalty.  
Peace & Light My sisters.

Media from page 7
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The	North	Lawndale	Community	News’

CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

CHICAGO WESTSIDE HOMAN 
SQUARE APTS. WAITING LIST OPEN 
2br $880-3br$980 Tenant pays light &  gas. 
Section 8 Welcome, Pick up application at 
3607 W. Polk. Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 Sat 9:30-
12:30 pm 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 2118 S. 
Keeler Nwly Rehabbed 2 BR Apts. $700-
750 mo + sec, Sec.8, utilities not incl. 312-
925-3164
APARTMENT FOR RENT 1917 S. 
Christiana. Deluxe 2BR one BA apt. cute 
blk near police station & Pink Line Kedzie 
stop. Greystone 2-flat, quiet bldg. Gut 
rehabbed in 2006. Newly painted, hdwd 
flrs, dishwasher, laundry in unit.  No 
smokers, no pets, $850 + sec. + utilities. 
Call  773/620-4986
1807 S. ST. LOUIS.  Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units 
starting at $725 /+1 month security. Call 
(773)960-3817
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in 
nice quiet building. Hardwood floors. $750 
monthly. Ave. Westside location. Contact 
Mr. Johnson at 708 837-8684
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS 
in nice quiet building. 13th & Troy. $800 
monthly. No Credit Check. One  Month 
rent and One Month Security Upon Move-
In. Third Floor Apt. Call 773 522-3409 or 
773 419-3892 for a Showing.
APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 per 
month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-1730

FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 
2006 S. Pulaski $350/
month. utilities included. 
Men Preferred. (773) 
557-9421

ROOMS 
FOR 

RENT

Drawing & Painting PAID 
apprenticeships for Youth at URBAN 
ART RETREAT 1957 S. Spaulding 
Ave. corner of 21st begins March 15, 
2010. The art class series will be 3 
hours a day for 3 days a week for 10 
weeks. Call 773-542-9126 or email  
sophiabella@sbcglobal.netfor an 
interview during February. Program is 
funded by After School Matters.

PAID 
APPRENTICESHIPS

HELP WANTED
A1 Garfield Extermination Must have 
office experience 45 words per minute, 
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

SECTION 8 WELCOME:  Available 
immediately, Gut Rehab,  Two and Four 
bedroom apartments for Rent in lovely 3 
flat. Washer and Dryer Hook-up, Hardwood 
Floors, balcony. 3100 West 1300 South Call 
Mr. Becker at  815-793-0726

HARRIS BROTHER’S
APPLIANCE REPAIR

* Stoves * Refridgerators  *
* Washer * Dryer *

(773) 368-5457 
Ask for Chilly

north lAWndAle insurAnce AGency
Specialize in SR 22

northlawndaleinsurance@gmail.com

JAsmine r. lindsAy

AGent

Work: 773-530-2624

 Cell: 773-396-4380
 Fax: 773-289-0747

     3708 W. Roosevelt
     2nd Fl Suite F

Chicago, IL 60624

Apts Available 4000 West, 1600 South,  
2-bdrm on 2nd floor, 1-bdrm on 3rd Floor, 
Large Rooms, Hardwood floors, Sec 8 
accepted.  773 521-5544 call up to 5:00pm 

Advertise With the
North Lawndale 

Community News
Call 312/492-9090

Graduating Class of Pope Elementary School
1976-1979

We Are Organizing a
FRIENDS FOR LIFE REUNION

Interetsed Parties Contact:
Evas Silas - silas3074@comcast.net
Katrina Bell - banirt@sbcglobal.net

or Rufus “Peanut” Pickens - rufus8575@gmail.com
or call Eva at (773) 416-6507
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

215�	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

��3-522-0122


