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Declaring herself as “the missing political peace” 
in her campaign fliers, Vetress Boyce, one of the 
exploring candidates for Alderman in the 24th ward, a 
45 year old mother of 3, wants to use her leadership, 
management, financing and entrepreneurial expertise 
to regentrify the 24th Ward. But not only does she want 
the struggling people of her ward to receive a slice of 
the city’s finances which she boldly states is 6 billion 
dollars,  she wants to give the 24th Ward their own 
recipe on how to get it.  In order to do this she states, 
“YOU MUST HAVE A PLAN and a track record to 
prove your ability you speak of, talk is cheap”.

“I’m targeting City Council committees to assure 
I sit on those that will help my community the fastest.  
I’ll prepare the people of my Ward to sit on several 
of the 150 Boards and Commissions that the Mayor 
appoints so we’re in front of the decision making for 
procurement contracts to minority contractors and city 
jobs.  I’m not only focusing on the City’s budget and 
contracts, but planning to go after the state funding and 
contracts as well.  My thinking is never in a box, my 
vision goes as far as my imagination and experience 
will take me”, she says. 

A former Vice President at Colovos Company, 
Boyce, is not only business savvy domestically, she 
also has relationships in Foreign countries.  She knows 
how foreign trade and the foreign dollar can help her 
community compete from an entrepreneurship level. 

Boyce feels that the key to helping the West Side 
climb out of poverty, unemployment, poor educational systems, crime, drugs 
and having improved health care facilities is having an Alderman that fully 
understands the quality of life issue.  She states “the people of the 24th Ward 
must be represented Socially, Economically and Politically in order to put 
an effective Economic Development plan in place.  The key to doing this is 
having the ability to build relationships on all levels, not tearing them down.  
But most importantly an Alderman should remain reachable and approachable 
to the people. An Alderman’s office should be accessible to the people five 
days a week.

When asked about the areas infrastructure, she says, “We have to stop 

Vetress Boyce Exploring the Aldermanic Candidacy – 24th Ward
Nicholas Short

See Boyce page 4

depending on the annual menu funds of 1.3 
million to improve our area’s infrastructure.  
We have to put a 5 year plan in place to take 
advantage of the Capital Improvement Plan, 
that’s currently not happening”.

She has grown weary of the hardship that her 
ward has dealt with for so long.  When elected, 
she vows to focus only on her responsibilities 
and her people.  She’s speaks strongly of 
empowering the people with skills that can help 
them succeed.  She plans to promote, educate 
and bring forth more minority businesses 
in the 24th Ward that consists of residents.  
“So many businesses open annually in our 
community and we reap none of the benefits 
financially.  This must change” she says.  She 
plans an attack on poverty which in turn will 
secure the future of our children.  “With a good 
foundation, our children will have a better life”.  
I cannot stand and do nothing about our babies 
being murdered in the streets daily.

Before starting her quest for the Aldermanic 
Candidate seat, she worked for 23 years 
at Colovos Company. She began as the 
receptionist and a data entry clerk during the 
early 1980s and worked her way up to the Vice 
President position a decade later. While serving 
as Vice President, she managed $30 to $40 
million in sales annually. She also worked as 

a real estate developer—one of the first African-American female real estate 
developers in Brownsville, Illinois—and a real estate agent after earning her 
real estate license at the Coldwell Bank School of Real Estate.

Boyce also graduated from John Marshall High School, The First Business 
School and attended Chicago State University all in Chicago, IL. Her dedication 
and extreme hard work is the source for her accomplishments. “I have climbed 
the corporate ladder based on extremely strong leadership values, commitment, 
dependability, credibility, and my hard work,” she said”.

Boyce says “instead of being born with a silver spoon in my mouth, it felt 

Well over a thousand clergymen, 
dignitaries, relatives, friends and 
customers visited and filled the 
pews at the home going service 
for Edna L. Stewart on Sat. June 
19 at United Baptist Church, 4242 
W. Roosevelt Rd. Rev. August L. 
Minor officiated.

Among the many dignitaries 
present, were Congressman Danny 
K. Davis, Congressman Bobby 
Rush and Cook County Circuit 
Clerk, Dorothy Brown.

The service was exceptional 
and fitting for this Queen.  

Marguerite Banks, Edna’s daughter 
followed her mother’s wishes to 
the letter. There were far too many 
to open the floor to all, but I would 
guess that all had a story to share 
about Edna.

I was one of Edna’s waitresses 
over 40 years ago. She was like a 
mother to us and trained us on the 
floor in front of all the customers.  
She would say, “Take him some 
water, give her a menu, keep a 
towel over your arm, never go to a 
table empty handed, and stay busy 
doing something.”

Edna and her father, Samuel 
Mitchell (deceased) tried to give 

Saying Goodbye And Remembering Edna L. Stewart Of Edna’s Restaurant
Sandrel Scott

everyone who sought employment 
an opportunity.  I remember 
working for Edna’s at The Taste 
Of Chicago for three consecutive 
years in the early 90’s.  This is 
when the world discovered Edna’s 
Soul Food Restaurant.  We had 
to sing a song while working to 

attract customers.
“We got short ribs, corn bread, 

collard greens and candied yams”
In the 1960’s Edna served 

Martin Luther King, Jr. and many 
Civil Rights workers. Her business 
survived the “Riots” of the 60’s.  
Her doors have always been 

open for community and political 
meetings and functions.

Edna was generous and would 
help anyone.  A true Pioneer 
has passed this way. Rest in 
Peace EDNA L.  STEWART, June 
6, 1938 -  June 11, 2010.

Edna left to cherish her an 

adopted mom, Virginia Singleton, 
her loving children: Melvin 
Mitchell, Elroy (Vonda) Smith, and 
Marguerite Banks, siblings: Alex 
Mitchell (deceased), Alice (Ron) 
McCommon, Horoble Judge Judy 
I. Mitchell-Davis (retired), Samuel 

See Edna page 6

Edna L. Stewart
Edna L. Stewart pictured at Edna’s restaurant
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis, Phillip Lewis 
Dominique Mack, and Denzelle Gresham distributed 
weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: Ju1y 16, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN THE 
NORTH LAWNDALE 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOR RATES CALL
312-492-9090
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Family Focus Lawndale’s “Caribbean 
Breezes” fundraiser did not go exactly as 
planned. The event, which was a celebration 
with live reggae music, Jamaican cuisine, 
and an island-themed atmosphere, was 
slowed down by strenuous weather and a 
power outage. But the obstacles did not 
break the fundraiser’s Caribbean sprit.

Friday, June 18, was a cloudy, dreary 
day with rough winds and buckets of rain 
water poured on Chicagoans. The weather 
was usually not what a person imagines 
when dreaming of an island paradise.  
The Lawndale chapter of Family Focus, a 
35-year-old non-profit organization that 
promotes the well-being of children from 
birth by supporting and strengthening their 
families, still continued to host the event. 
At the Homan Square Community Center, 
its supporters set up tables and chairs made 
of bamboo, white umbrellas, and colorful 

Power Outage Didn’t Stop Family Focus’ Caribbean Fundraiser
Nicholas Short

island flowers and plants.
Guests of the event, with their flashy 

beach ensembles, did not let the weather 
discourage them either. Loud chatter filled 
the center’s front lobby, where the event was 
held, and grew louder and louder as more 
guests showed up. Family Focus Lawndale 
staff members scampered through the lobby 
to assist the guests, asking them what they 
want to drink and ensuring that everything 
is okay. But even though the party seemed 
to be erupting, the weather caused two more 
problems: the center’s power went out and 
DJ Chris “Cool As Ice,” who was supposed 
to provide music for the event, could not 
make it.

Soon the weather shifted from strong 
winds and heavy rain to hot and sunny. 
But people were still patiently waiting for 
the power to come back on—the power 
company promised that the center will 

receive electricity again, but the power 
never came. Some planned aspects of the 
event, such as an awards ceremony, had to 
be cut out due to the lack of power.  And 
the lobby suffered from the sticky, hot 
atmosphere that arose because the center’s 
air conditioner lost power.  Despite it all, 
party guests continued to socialize and staff 
members continued to provide them with 
the best service possible. 

As day became night, guests were 
treated to rice and peas, cabbage, oxtails, 
banana fritters, and jerk chicken. Some even 
grooved to the sounds of Ifficial Reggae, a 
reggae band that provided live music with 
help from a borrowed generator. The event, 
which involved the Family Focus Lawndale 
team playing it by ear, morphed into a dark 
nightclub atmosphere with active club lights, 
blazing candles at each table, and people 
dancing to the band’s music. Staff members 

sold alcoholic drinks and provided bottled 
water—the bottles had the organization’s own 
label on them. A raffle was held later in the 
evening. Among the prizes that were given 
away were a 32-inch television, a portable 
DVD player, and several gift cards.

Family Focus Lawndale Center Director 
Sherneron Hilliard believed that, despite 
all of the misfortune, the event was a 
success and “people seemed to really enjoy 
themselves.” She and the staff received 
much praise from people who attended the 
event, saying that the organization “always 
host great fundraisers.” The fundraiser, she 
said, was to help the organization sustain 
its funding for its programs, which include 
afterschool programs, cooking classes, etc. 

For more information about Family 
Focus, go to www.family-focus.org or 
contact them at (312) 421-5200 or mail@
family.focus.org.

Family Focus Lawndale, Executive Director Sherneron Hilliard being interviewed by 
NLCN reporter Nicholas Short at their “Caribbean Breezes” theme fundraiser.

Fundraiser attendees and Family Focus Lawndale staff danced to the rhythms of the DJ and band 
after adjustments were made for the power outage caused by the tornadoe-like storm earlier.
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more like a hot fork.  Born and raised right here on the 
West Side by a single mom of six children struggling, 
made life difficult.  Not to mention being a teenage 
mom. However, in being spiritually sound and having 
a vision at an early age that developed into my adult 
life, I strived for what I didn’t see around me which was 
success. My determination, allowed me to succeed.  I 
stand as an example to all our children, single moms and 
residents that success is attainable no matter what your 
situation is”. She has been a West Side resident for 35 
years, so she knows how hard it is for people to survive 
in that area. 

She says the number one lacking resource in the 
community is money. Money can turn many keys but 
we have to position the people to know what to do 
with the resource once it’s available.  We must position 
ourselves to compete. Boyce explained how difficult 
life is for some families in the 24th Ward: State and city 
statistics say that the median income in the 24th Ward is 
$18,000. 

Her solution? She believes that two of biggest money-
making entities right now “whether we want to believe 
it or not” is real estate, construction and development 
along with Municipal Financing.  With 1200 vacant lots 
and abandoned buildings in the 24th Ward, it’s hurting 
the community and the City.  There is nothing reaped 
from vacant land.  No tax revenue and lack of a possible 
business or home. Roosevelt Road and16th Street should 
be covered with minority owned business versus land 
that’s been vacant since the Martin Luther King riot in 
1968. So she wants to construct a “powerhouse” Real 
Estate Development and Construction committee for 
minorities, which provides unemployed minorities 
with solid training and a more manageable income.  
Municipal Financing is key she says, there is a need 
for more minority participation in municipal financing 
vehicles (General Obligation Bonds and Revenue 
Bonds) .

“We need to get out of the belly of the beast,” she 
said. “We need to be able to provide food, clothing, and 
shelter for ourselves.” That is the only way, she said, 
minorities will be able to correspond with other races of 
people socially, politically, and economically.

But she knows that she cannot carry out her plan, 
or any other plan, without the people’s help. She has a 
plan to build a strong team around her while running 
for office and even more so upon becoming Alderman.  
“What’s important to me is to get the support of the 
people. If enough noise is made at that level, then other 
elected officials will take notice.

Annette Peters, one of Boyce’s supporters, has been 
her employee and closest friend for about 15 years. 
But that is not why she joined her campaign. “I’m not 
supporting her, first of all, because she’s my best friend” 
she said. “I believe in her vision. I know what type of 
relationships she can have with people. She has a lot 
of compassion for people.” Peters also supports Boyce 
for being a strong motivator: “In all the years that I’ve 
known her, she’s always pushed people to be better than 
what they were, to always reach for a higher level in life. 
She always creates leaders and not followers.”

Boyce can be reached via Facebook.  Those who are 
interested in supporting her or learning more about her 
can e-mail her at vetressboyce24thward@yahoo.com.

Boyce from front page 

S W I M M I N G  A G A I N S T  T H E  C U R R E N T
Shannon Walker

June 22nd, 2010 was an eventful day for the 
community of North Lawndale as Olympian 
swimmer; Cullen Jones made an appearance 
at Douglas Cultural Community Center at 
Douglas Park for the Make a Splash Program. 

The event was dedicated to educating 
minorities on how to swim after a series 
of tests conducted in 2008 and 2009 by 
The USA Swimming Foundation showed 
that an astonishing 70 percent of African 
Americansdid not know how to swim. 

Cullen Jones at Douglas park lets one of the 
children get a picture of him with her phone.

Cullen Jones demonstarting swim techniques to 
some of the children

With drowning being the second largest 
cause of death in America, Jones saw this as 
a serious issue to be touched on considering 
that he, himself nearly drowned as a child. 
With that, he along with the USA Swimming 
Foundation, an organization that was launched 
in 2004 dedicated to teaching people to swim, 
and Conoco Phillips, a prominent energy 
company who sponsors the foundation 
formed the Make a Splash program. 

The Children began arriving around 10:20 

a.m. and were all excited about the event that 
was to come, especially Qyana Lowery and 
Lakenya Chapman, two of the children that 
were attending the presentation, who were 
excited to go swimming afterwards. 

The presentation was opened up by 
Rowdy Gaines, a former Olympic Swimmer 
from 1984 who also showed his concern to 
the cause by saying, “We need to spread the 
message that all children need to learn how 
to swim”. 

He welcomed them all to the event, as 
the children played a trivia game with him. 
Jones gave his presentation at 10:45, as he 
told the children his story of his near death 
experience and of how his determination led 
him to become the swimmer he is today. Jones 
stated that his best encouragement came from 
his mother. “My mom told me you have to do 
it to the end. There is no stopping, there is 
no halving it. See it all the way to the end,” 
he said. 

This statement could very well help us 
understand that a parent’s encouragement 
could go a long way, especially since the 

major reason why so many minorities can’t 
swim is because of parental fear. 

The children eventually went outside 
to the pool area where a few of them were 
taught to swim by Jones, himself. 

Many other people attended the Make 
a Splash event, including Christopher 
LaBianco, the Chief Development Officer of 
USA Swimming, Edward Burke, the manager 
of corporate affairs at Conoco Phillips, Mel 
Stewart, another former Olympian swimmer 
from 1992, and Dave Marsh, Jones’s 
swimming coach who stated that he was 
very proud of Jones for his passion towards 
swimming. 

The event ended while leaving people with 
a reminder that swimming is an important 
skill to have in life. 

Jones, as well as the foundation, will 
continue their crusade in teaching the 
importance of learning to swim in hopes 
that one day, the fear that people hold of 
swimming will go away, allowing more and 
more generations to swim and causing the 
death percentage to decline.
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THE COMMUNITY AWARENESS SERIES

HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER WITH A NEW APARTMENT!!!

UNIT BUILDING      UNIT ADDRESS    UNIT SIZE
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W. Mitchell, Jr. (Loretta), grandchildren: 
U.S. Air Force SSgt. Brandon L. Banks 
(Vetta), Martese Mitchell (deceased), 
Marquis Mitchell, Bianca Banks, Colin, 
Carson and Kendall Smith, great grand 
children: Amijah Jordan, Kalia and Ahmad 
Banks, Elijah K. Morton, and Isiah Banks, 
god son Eric (Tasha) and special life-long 
daughter, friend and manager Lillie Joiner 
affectionately called Jeff, along with a host 
of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

Edna from front page

Family and  friends say goodbye to Edna

Edna’s son Melvin Mitchell and his sons Marquis, 
Melvin Jr. and Matthew

Sisters of Edna: Alice Commons and Judge 
Judy Mitchell-Davis with Rev. Paul Jakes

Ednas Brother: Melvin Mitchell

Ednas daughter: Margeurite Banks

GROWNUPS (**) “Grownups” has the 
chemistry but not enough of the potential 
in its script and characters to make the 
difference this movie should have had. 
The film is barely half the movie it could 
have been.  This is no not surprising when 
one consider the source behind it all. 

Co-written by its star Adam Sandler 
who mostly outlines this comedy around 
a brief story about a group of childhood 
buddies (with mostly unexplainably hot 
wives and one geriatric) who won the 
only elementary basketball championship 
at St, Mary’s (on a technical error) for 
their beloved coach.

In a slight send-up on “The Big 
Chill”; Thirty years later when the tragic 
news of Coach Buzzer‘s (Blake Clark) 
death arrives.  The team’s group leader, 
Lenny Feder (Adam Sandler) makes the 
arrangement to gather the teammates and 
friend for this somber occasion.. 

Lenny is now a successful Hollywood 
agent married to fashion designer, 
Roxanne (Salma Hayek) whose plans that 
interferes with her upcoming exhibition 
in Milan 

 At the same time, Lenny is trying 
to use this occasion to play down their 
“privileged life” to his soiled two sons, 
Lenny rents the late coach’s favorite 
lakeside lodge to host the funeral and 
provide a weekend getaway for his 
buddies and their families.

 Anyway, this becomes the centerpiece 
that turns the film into a summer camp 
of comedic folly and toilet humor that is 
what we take away more than the moral 
lessons that stems from the confessions 
and compromises within the lives of 
Lenny’s buddies that consist mostly of 
Adam’s ex-SNL mates.

Following his own cinematic flop with 
the remake of “Death of a Funeral” this 
past spring. Chris Rock remains struck in 
another character mode I, that makes him 
look like the funniest guy in movies that 
is not allowed to be. 

Rock plays an unemployed house 
husband with some weak one-liners. 
While being belittled by his pregnant yet 
employed wife, (Maya Rudolph). David 
Spade plays Marcus Higgins, the only 
bachelor in the group who thinks he’s still 
a ladies’ man.

The weirdest of the lot naturally goes 
to Rob Schneider who seems to be madly 
in love in lip lock mode to his third wife, a 
tolerable yet knowledgeable elderly wife. 
And becomes even weirder on the other 
guys when Rob’s two out of three hot 
daughters from his two previous marriages 

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

arrives to get to know their father.
 Kevin James, the only non SNL 

member who becomes the designated 
Chris Farley type pretending to be the co-
owner of a furniture company and doing 
most of the film’s physical sight gags.

 Generally, the appeal of the film is 
more in the chemistry between the guys 
that works better than their roles. 

Eventually, the film’s antics work 
their way in to the basket ball showdown 
rematch  against their team rival who still 
dispute the win, led by mall employee 
Colin Quinn  who makes the challenge 
with his teammates that includes Steve 
Buscemi and Tim Meadows.

 What occurs during the rematch 
and to Adam’s character offers a nice 
compromise from the usual predictable 
ending in these circumstances. Still, it’s 
not enough on how everyone else learns 
to come to terms with their lives. 

“Grownups” is a film that could have 
been more than it was, If only the writing 
were stronger and sharper and a more 
insightful and visionary filmmaker than  
Sandler’s constant stable of directors 
like Dennis Dugan  that keeps the entire 
production under Sandler’s apparent 
control without taking much risk.     

This could have improved the quality 
and level of the movie that would have 
provided more interest with the humor. 
But I guess Sandler  didn’t learn much  
about  risk and the human elements that 
he possibly experienced under comedy 
director Judd Apatow in last summer’s 
ambitious, “Funny People”. 

PG-13; 102min. A Columbia Pictures 
Release- presented at selected theaters

CYRUS (***1/2) “Cyrus” is the 
human obstacle to a budding. romantic 
relationship played by Jonah Hill, in his 
most serious role for a comedy.  Cyrus 
is a 21 yr old new age jazz-rock fusion 
musician/ son who still lives at home 
with his single mother who ultimately 
complicates the potential marital future of 
Chi- born John C. Reilly who plays John, 
a lonely desperate man who hasn’t been 
able to move on with his life since his 
wife, Jaime (Catherine Keener) divorced 
him seven years ago,

When Jaime stops by John’s house to 
announce that she’s getting married to 
another man. John doesn’t take the news 
too well. So Jaime decides to invite John 
to join herself and her fiancé, Tim (Matt 
Walsh) to a party, in hopes of breaking 
him out of shell.

See Flicks backpage

Chris Rock, David Spade, Kevin James, Rob Scneider and Adam Sandler in Grownups.
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CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 per 
month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-1730

FOR RENT
ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. utilities included. Men 
Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR 
RENT

Apts Available 4000 West, 1600 South,  
2-bdrm on 2nd floor, 1-bdrm on 3rd Floor, 
Large Rooms, Hardwood floors, Sec 8 
accepted.  773 521-5544 call up to 5:00pm 

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

HELP WANTED
A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  office experience 45 words per minute,  typing 
test given, drug test, background check/no felons, salary nego., day time hours nego., need 
ASAP Contact Garfield Major at 773-638-8462

Are You Looking for a quiet 6 rm, 3 
bdrm apt?  Dining rm, kitchen, hrdwd 
flrs, drug free, smoke free, close to public 
transp. and schools. Fenced & safe family 
building. 900/mo utilities not included. We 
are looking for you. 773-521-9456

NEW LIFE HEALTH FOODS
3141 W. Roosevelt

Chicago, IL
(773) 762-1090

TIRED OF BEING OVERWEIGHT? 

CHANGE YOUR LIFESTYLE!

WE CAN HELP!

SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four 
bdrm apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer 
and dryer hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 
west, 1300 south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-
793-0726

PUPPIES FOR SALE
14 WEEKS MALE & FEMALE 
ENGLISH BULLDOGS from a 
good home if interested contact 
benwhite4547@yahoo.com

Our company seeks employees for: BOOKKEEPER, PAYROLL/PAY RECEIVER. 
Attractive salary plus benefits, and takes little of your time. Requirements: -Should be 
a computer literate,must be efficient and dedicated. For more info, Contact our Recruit 
Dept. at mckay1180@gmail.com
URGENT POSITION OF A NANNY/HOUSEHELP above needed to take care of 
my 2 children and i will be willing to pay $650 per week,if interested, Email : kate_
household@yahoo.com

Our client requires a part-time Bookkeeper (1-2 days/week) to 
assist them with an ongoing temporary assignment. This position 

could become permanent for the right candidate. You will be 
responsible for Bookkeeping, Accounts Payable 

entering, setting up inventory, filing, organizing and some 
administrative duties. You must be able to thrive in a team 

environment and also work well alone.The successful 
candidate for this role will have excellent knowledge of Simply candidate for this role will have excellent knowledge of Simply 
Accounting.Strong written and oral communication is a must.
To be considered for this great opportunity please e-mail  

steven.erick79@yahoo.com
YOU WILL EARN UP TO $3000 MONTHLY.

If interested All applicants must be authorized to work in United States
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21��	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

��3-�22-0122

After a few bumbling encounters while getting drunk 
off of vodka and Red Bull; John meets his soul mate in 
Molly (Marisa Tomei) who helps the inebriated John liven 
the party into disco dancing that  later wind them up in bed 
at his place.

But after sharing a blissful evening  together. John can’t 
get a straight answer behind Molly’s sudden “middle of the 
night” departures. So John decides to secretly follow her 
when she leaves in her car that he follows to her house in 
his car. Where the next morning, John happens to confront 
the reason--- Cyrus, Molly’s son whose outwardly  seems 
quite mature and understanding that only mask his secret, 
dysfunctional dependency.

 At a glance, Cyrus is an unassuming chubby 21 yr 
old musician who is really a manipulative socialopath 
whose already scheming against John by his false friendly 
demeanor that invites him inside to hear his music. 

And when Molly returns home, Cyrus shocks both 
adults by inviting John to dinner and an overnight stay 
there. But this leads to little strange incidents noticed by 
John from this unusual “mother-son” relationship (played 
straight without going broad for the humor) that includes 
Cyrus walking into the bathroom while Molly is taking a 
shower and then hearing them singing in the same room. 
And later john wanders and can’t find t the whereabouts of 
his missing gym shoes in their house. 

As the visits become semi-regular Cyrus begins 
suffering from periodic panic attacks to make Molly 
console him in John’s presence. In between these visits, 
John begins to vent his frustrations and concerns about 
this triangle relationship to his ex-wife, Jamie (Catherine 
Keener) who’s trying to prepare for her wedding day with 
her more than tolerable fiancé, Tim. (Matt Walsh) 

In this area, the film might compromise itself a little of 
its creditability by Walsh’s character’s civilized behavior 
that might be too patient to be believed over John’s 
countless interruptions to talk to his ex-wife

But writer-director Mark and Jay Duplass draws more 
to simplify not complicating the situation with such 
emotional twists that might alter the story.

Eventually, John’s suspicions are confirmed as John 

confronts Cyrus, but makes the wrong move in challenging 
him at his own “game” in competing for Molly’s attention. 
Then when Cyrus pulls a guilt trip” on his mother by 
moving out of the house. Cyrus asks his mother to pack his 
stuff, but instead, she asks John who happens to find his 
gym shoes in Cyrus’ closet.

As the charade is now out in the open between the men. 
Molly reminds blind to the obvious allowing  to be  clouded 
by her motherly instincts that Cyrus always counts on to 
get his way over John. John realizes he’s outmatched and 
breaks off the relationship with Molly that should satisfy 
Cyrus. Until Cyrus sees the after effects on how empty his 
mother feels.

While Both Cyrus and John have to confront each 
other and take responsibility for what each has done to the 
woman they love. “Cyrus” is one of those little big films 
that prove less is more for this astute human comedy that 
nearly appears to have written itself out of genuine humor, 
honesty and thoughtful insight into its characters.

Of course, the dynamics are slightly different when 
the child is that is a child’s age clings on to their mother 
whose own life is interrupted by the child’s presence and 
interference. Those situations have been comedicized 
enough in movies. Still, the problem doesn’t get any better 
when the child is a grown man. It just becomes more 
methodical employing child-like tricks and deception  as 
Jonas Hill’s character aptly does  rightly down to his wide 
eyed facial expression. 

“Cyrus” is a movie that allows Jonas Hill’ to shine in 
one of his best screen performances so far because of the 
range given in this straight ands serious role 

 As sort of this social romantic comedy drama, “Cyrus” 
is not an overtly ambitious film with its goals. The movie’s 
straight forward approach is done with subtle humor, 
insightful dialogue and balanced direction from its writer-
directors Jay and Mark Duplass who offer an entertaining yet 
enlightening look at love and relationships that avoids the 
farcical approach and  improvisional humor on exhibition 
here, the director keep the boundaries in check well within 
the realm of the characters and story

“Cyrus”: is a movie you might stumble across by chance 
that could turn out to be one of the summer season’s most 
pleasant surprises.

PG-13; 92min. A Fox Searchlight Pictures Release- 
Presented at elected theaters

Flicks from page 6


