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Just short of a week before 
the 2010 Primary Election, North 
Lawndale Preparatory Carter 
High School became a political 
battleground for candidates, 
journalists, and the people of Cook 
County.

The North Lawndale Pastors’ 
Alliance and the Independent 
Black Media of Chicago 
spontaneously put together a 
candidates forum that provided 
voters and African-American 
journalists an opportunity to ask 
the questions no one else has—or 
afraid to—ask.  The forum was 
divided into two segments: one 
segment was for the candidates 
for Illinois State Representative, 
9th Legislative District, and 
the other was for Cook County 
Commissioner, 2nd District.

Poor weather conditions,  
the spontaneity of the event 
prevented some of the candidates 
from coming to the event.  The 
candidates who did show up were 
three of the democratic nominees 
for Illinois State Representative, 
9th Legislative District: Bruce 
Jackson, Dorothy Walton and 
Jerry L. Patton.  Two of the 
democrat candidates for Cook 
County Commissioner, 2nd 
District Frank Bass and incumbent 
Commissioner Robert Steele, 
were also at the school to promote 
their campaign and to answer 
everyone’s questions.

Though not everyone received 
an opportunity to ask their 
questions, the audience was 
treated to a passionate Q and A 
where the candidates presented 
fierce responses to biting questions 
from both the creators of the event 
and the panel of journalists from 
various areas of Black media. 

Both groups of candidates 
received five in-depth questions 
about such topics as education, the 
economy, and the rehabilitation 
of prisoners.  The coordinators of 
the event, included Community 
Development Consultant Valerie 
F. Leonard, Isaac Lewis, Jr., 
Publisher of the North Lawndale 
Community Newspaper,  and Rev. 
John Harrell of New Evergreen 
Outreach Ministries. Moderator 

North Lawndale Pastors’ Alliance and Independent Black 
Media of Chicago Host Candidate’s Forum at NLCP

By Nicholas Short
Mark Allen presented each 
question which was shown on a 
gigantic screen for everyone in the 
audience. 

The questions came with 
statistics addressing the state 
of North Lawndale, Chicago, 
and Illinois to inform both the 
audience and the candidates about 
the current situations that have yet 
to be resolved. They  included: “In 
2008, only 2 of North Lawndale 
elementary schools performed as 
well or better than city averages, 
with 53% of its students meeting 
State Standards. The average 
Chicago Public elementary school 
had 65% of its students meeting 
or exceeding academic standards,  
compared to 79% for the State of 
Illinois.  Illinois ranks 46 out of 
50 states with respect to academic 
standards.”

A blend for thunderous cheers 
and raucous moans of disbelief 
were heard in the small crowd 
as each candidate presented their 
solutions for each question that was 
thrown at them.  The moderator 
was constantly forced to quiet the 
crowd down as fiery responses 
from the audience erupted in 
response to the answers. 

Thomas Harris (from XND), 
Jean E. Moore (from the CAN-
TV show “A New Beginning”) 
and Leon N. Loving (from the 
CAN-TV show “A My Guest 
Ain’t Guessing”) made up the 
panel of journalists that followed 
the general questions.  All of them 
were members of the Independent 
Black Media of Chicago, an 
African-American Media group 
whose main goal is to inform and 
enlighten the Black community.  
The journalists asked the 
candidates about such topics as the 
brutal, unfair treatment of juvenile 
offenders. And each member of 
the panel, fed up with the current 
situation of North Lawndale 
and Chicago, ensured that the 
candidates did not talk their way 
out of providing the answers.

The debate ended with Leonard 
and the other creators of the event 
addressing their thanks to everyone 
who participated in the event and a 
closing prayer.

Frank Bass candidate for 2nd District Cook County Commissioner answering a question 
while incumbent Commissioner Robert Steele awaits the next question. They were the only 
candidates for commissioner that attended the forum.

Candidates for State Representative for the 9th District debating at Collins High School  The 
same three candidates were the only ones who also attended the debate at North Lawndale 
College Prep. They included (r-l) Jerry L. Patton, Dorothy L. Walton, and Bruce L. Jackson

Nicole Howard, Principal of the Christiana Campus of North Lawndale College has a 15-
year career teaching students, mostly on the West Side. After receiving National Board 
Certification and helping to open two schools she came to NLCP  in 2007, teaching 
math. She was soon appointed to chair of the math department in 2008. In 2009, she was 
appointed acting principal and now has she worked her way up to principal. Through 
Ms. Howard the candidates forum was permitted to be hosted at the school’s auditorium 
location. Students, staff and even Ms. Howard herself gave technical assistance in helping 
to set up the powerpoint display for Ms. Valerie Leonard.

Valerie Leonard, Community Development Consultant giving a powerpoint presentation of 
responsibilities and committees for offices of State Rep and Cook County Commissioner.

Pastor David M. Pope of Brotherly Love Church came to the forum to hear the candidates. 
Pastor Pope is also working with area churches to raise funds for Haiti. For more information 
or to join the cause contact them at 773 599-6083. 
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale 

Community News
Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: February 18, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!
Everyone is Welcome!

For More Information Call
312-492-9090

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, Warren Polk, 
David Schultz, Reggie Lewis,  Angelic Jones, Mary Moran, 
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Priscilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, 
Kabuika Kamunga, Sophia Karalexis, X’ernona Woods,  Zaki  A. 
Muhammad, Ben Protess, Demetrius Porter, David Tenario, S. 
Mike Cook,  David Schultz, & Marlone Finley
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis and Johnny Ray 
Lewis, Dominique Mack, distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.
When the North Lawndale Community News began in Oc-
tober of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 
In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.
In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a com-
munity, we are dominated by results of low educational lev-
els, high unemployment, a hostile economic environment, 
and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we pushed 
forward to improve life in our community on many levels 
and by many people from within the community, as well as 
concerned people from outside the community.
In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.
In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.
In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.
In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.
In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.
In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.
In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on our 
previous years of focus, as we progress to a better quality 
of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District
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“Let Freedom Ring!” These are words 
that were so passionately expressed by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and a world that was 
ready for change during the August 28, 1963 
freedom march speech in Washington D.C. 
What do the youth know and understand 
about this dream? How are the school 
systems teaching the youth about the dream? 
And what are the results of what has been 

taught about the dream? Perhaps if the youth fully understood 
the significance of the dream, there would not be so much hate, 
crime, and murder amongst the youth across our nation today.

A world of segregation into integration is where we stand 
as a country and world--still divided. Unbalanced in justice, 
education, and ethics. The history of African Americans divided 
from history in a whole, leaving the children to look in to the 
history books to ask the question why? Isn’t history, history----so 
why separate the two--”Black History” from history in a whole? 
How will the dream be fulfilled with a void, a lie, whitewash? 
The watering down of the true facts of history. The separation of 
equal education. Where suburban children are taught in state of 
the art facilities, urban and inner city children receive “Hand me 
downs” or nothing at all. How will the dream be fulfilled when 
children celebrate Dr. King’s birthday with only acknowledging 
“A Day Out Of School” ignorantly not understanding the dream? 
“Although we have come so far still there is much work to do,” are 
the words spoken by young anonymous successful entrepreneur 
in an interview on Chicago city streets.

As the world begins to move forward towards an equal 
and balanced world, our youth are somewhat left behind because 
there is a shortage of information that is being distributed in the 
history books in schools nation wide, the youth are not being 
taught the full truths about history. Although some parents do 
teach their children at home about “The Dream” and the history 
of African Americans, still a very large number of American 
children don’t understand what major contribution Dr. King and 
many Africans/African Americans have contributed to society-
--the many contributions that has paved the way to science, 
medicine, sports, modern technology, the corporate world, 
education, etc. And with there only being one month dedicated 
to reviewing or understanding the history of “Black Folks” some 
would even call such an indication of history a mockery, simply 

From SiStah to SiSter:  the SigniFicance oF 
FulFilling “the Dream” through eDucation

because black history should be a celebration of history in a 
whole, not just an acknowledgment based on one month of 
the year. Not only should we reflect on the past of Africans/
African Americans through out the year but as well further 
become pursuant in teaching children of every race the full 
history of Africans/African Americans so that there is a better 
understanding of the rights of equality. In the words of Maya 
Angelou in an interview with Henry Louis Gates Jr. “Heritage 
is so complex that we have to consider ourselves global and 
no human being could be more human than another.”  (See 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/aalives/index.html) Maya Angelou’s 
birthday is April 4th, the same day and month that Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. was assassinated.

The history of Africans/African Americans should be 
a reflection of history in a whole in order that the world may 
continuously work on ways to fulfill “The Dream.” The major 
part of the dream that has been disconnected from the youth in 
schools, their communities and in many homes has caused a 
major downfall in society resulting in crime infested inner cities 
across our nation with youth who don’t have a clue as to where 
they come from and where they are going. Making children 
bitter and confused about diversity and coming together in 
unity.

Some of the most conventional ways that children 
can be taught about black history would be through parents, 
teachers and community resources. Parental family lineage/root 
searches which consist of DNA and genealogy information 
gives a thorough connection to the roots of the child, (see http://
www.theroot.com/id/44162) showing children scrap books of 
ancestors, reading old folk tale books, showing movies about 
the history of slavery and how the ancestors of Africans/African 
Americans fought for freedom in order to allow the youth to 
understand the significance of education. Teachers could show 
movies in class, take field trips to African cultural museums, 
create lesson plans that contain information about the many 
contributions and history of Africans/African Americans in 
correspondents to the history that is being taught in the history 
books in schools nation wide, not just during black history month 
but through out the year. Another option would be to simple ask 
for a revision of history books in order that the books may be 
a reflection of history in a whole and not cut out most of the 

See Sistah page 11
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Punch 137
Endorsed By: 

•  A solid endorsement goes to Judge Tom Hogan, 
  who has been on the bench since 1997 and is a 
  leader in the Circuit Court's Law Division. 
  His written opinions are said to be first-rate, 
  a key for a successful appellate judge.

•• Chicago Federation of Labor Illinois State AFL-CIO 
  IVI-IPO 

Endorsed by the Chicago Sun-Times
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With less than a week before 
the Primary election on February 
2, 2010, Dorothy Walton is a 
Democrat seeking your support 
for the position of 9th District 
Representative for the Illinois State 

Dorothy Walton StanDing uP For What 
matterS moSt

First I would like to state Word Up is a 
bible based column. If you are offended by my 
human error I humbly apologize however if you 
are offended by The Word of God (The Bible) 
take it up with him. But I must warn you he won’t 
Change. Malachi 3:6 states I am The Lord Thy God 
I Change Not.  You don’t have to have a Phd. to 
interpret I change Not. 

Therefore if someone tells you that God 
changed or either Jesus changed everything either 
God is lying or that someone who says he changed 
is lying and since Titus 1:2 states God cannot lie 
who do you suppose is lying? 2nd Timothy 4:3-
4 states, For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine, but according to their 
own desires, because they have itching ears, they 
will heap up for themselves teachers; (Have you 
ever noticed how many people are ordained these 
days?  

The problem is they are ordained by men (and 
not by God) and they will turn their ears away from 
the truth (God) and be turned away to fables. Easter 
Bunnies, Santa, cupid and so on and so forth. What 
is astonishing is that so many of us that claim to 
be Christians go out of our way to prove the Bible 
wrong. Instead of the Bible being our standard we 
go out of our way to prove the bible wrong in order 
to keep the traditions of men.

 First, we must decide whether we believe 
the bible is truth and then decide how we are to 
apply it. John 17vs17 states sanctify (separate)them 
through thy truth: Thy Word Is Truth. 2nd Timothy 
3vs16 states All scripture (that means Old and New 
testaments) is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine(do the doctrines(what we are 
being taught)  line up with God’s word or are we 
simply following man) for reproof, for correction 
(Are we showing people what the bible says or do 
we follow lies in order to receive the praises of 
man)f or instructions in righteousness. 

Mark 12vs 24 Jesus spoke on how we err 
not knowing the scriptures (truth). The reason 
The Lord told Joshua to meditate day and night in 
the word was so he could know God’s ways but 
rather than read his word we let someone read 1-2 
verses and proceed to tell us what they think. So 
we willingly follow lies and serve God the way 
we want instead of the way he says only to one 
day hear I never knew you. Why would we risk 
salvation to follow doctrines that we have to ignore 
what the bible teaches. Because God’s word does 
not make us popular among the masses especially 
the churches?

We willing deny God’s rules of Love (The 
Commandments) we willingly choose to deny the 
truth because we Love mommy and daddy and 
pastor more than God’s word which tells us not to 
add anything nor take anything because our pride 
convinces us that Gods truth is too simple so we 
need the devil and his pride so that we can be so 
confused that we actually believe that we can get 
three days and three nights from Friday night to 
early Sunday morning. 

Once we build our lives based upon lies most 
of us would rather die than accept the truth.Isaiah 
28 vs 15 states Because ye have said We have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell are we 
at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall 
pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have 
made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we 
hid  ourselves. Those with ears to hear let them hear. 
That’s The Truth. Remember if you don’t read the 
book. You Lose The Lesson, Word Up!!!!!

 P.S. Do we ever notice that the more wiser 
people searched the scriptures daily to see if Paul 
was telling the truth? They don’t just ask mommy 
or daddy or Pastor but they searched the scriptures.  
Maybe that is why they were are considered wiser.

Word Up: 
Can We Handle 
The TRUTH?

Calvin Crayton

General Assembly.
Dorothy Walton previously ran in 

2008 for 9th District State Representative 
and received over 40% of the vote against 
the 30-year incumbent and now that the 
incumbent is seeking higher office the seat 
is currently vacant.

As a result of the 2008 election, 
Dorothy obtained name recognition and 
because of that we believe Dorothy has 
a chance to become the next Illinois State 
Representative of the 9th District.  We need 
your vote on February 2, 2010.

Time and time again Dorothy has 
exhibited courage and leadership skills—
the same courage and leadership desperately 
needed in the 9th District.  She is a long time 
resident of the 9th district with over 25 years 
of experience as a Realtor, a Youth/Family 
Advocate, and a Community Activist. 
Dorothy believes in standing up for what 

matters the most—the well-being of the 
residents, economic development, jobs, 
and educational opportunities for the 9th 
district.  

   Since Dorothy announced her 
Candidacy, her campaign has gained 
tremendous ground. She is endorsed by:

• US Congressman of the 7th 
District, Danny K. Davis

•  IL Senator of the 5th District, 
Rickey R. Hendon

•  IL Senator of the 4th District, 
Kimberly Lightford

• Chicago Alderman of the 28th 
Ward, Ed Smith

• Chicago Alderman of the 2nd 
Ward, Robert Fioretti
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Corrections

In our January 21-
28 issue   there 
was a mispelling 
of the name of 
Deidra Baumann. 
Her name listed 
as Deidre Bowen 
in our last issue 
should have been 
Deidra Baumann.

A correction in 
January 21-28  issue 
on the response of 
Senator Rickey 
R. Hendon for the  
Collins High School 
debate. The question 
stating ‘Do you 
support a womens 
right to an abortion. 
Senator Hendon’s 
response should be 
yes. He does support 
a woman’s right to 
an abortion.

A correction in 
January 21-28  issue 
on the response of 
Dorothy Walton for 
the  Collins High 
School debate. The 
question stating 
should gays be 
allowed to marry 
and/or joined in civil 
union. Ms. Walton’s  
answer should no 
to gay marriage and 
yes to civil unions.
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For Additional Information Call Pastror Grant at 

(847) 201-8107

35 Openings(Wed) 30 Openings(Thurs)
35 Openings(Wed) STARTING FEBRUARY

10:30am- 2:30pm EVERYONE WELCOMED
FREE REFRESHMENTS

ROSE OF SHARON M.B. CHURCH
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

LAWNDALE AREA RESIDENTS

There’s a new kind of Pastor in North 
Lawndale, her name is Pastor Sharon Grant.  
She has been called to the low-low and 
the very-low-low income residents of our 
community.  If you have had it really, really 
hard and want to graduate from the school 
of hard knocks then Pastor Sharon Grant is 
right for you. 

Herself, a graduate of the streets and 
all that with from a life situation of gang 
banging, drinking and drugging and being 
almost beat to death by our enemy Satan.  
Pastor Sharon Grant wants  to help  build a 
new community, this writer having looked 
into her eyes, and felt her caring spirit she 
earned three (4) stars **** for sincerity.

In her informative brochure Pastor 
Grant says…”I grew-up on the West Side of 
Chicago.  “Street gangs and drugs took over 
and seemed to run the neighborhood”…

…”almost everyone I grew-up with is 
either dead, in jail, or is mentally ill”…

Pastor Sharon Grant understands the 
moral dilemma facing our teenagers, that 
they have a choice:…”You can make $5,000 
a week selling drugs easily, so why would 
you want to work for $7.00 an hour”?...

Some of her objectives 
are: 

• Work with group 
homes in the neighborhood

• Conduct workshops
• Be a Motivational 

Speaker
• Continue to work with 

the City of Elgin’s’-Mental 
Health Unit

• Speaking at 
Correctional Facilities in 
Chicago

• Help put families back 
together

• Complete her remaining 
course requirements for 
a Bachelors’ Degree in 
Ministerial Studies

Regenerating New Life at Rose of Sharon M.B. Church
Abu Nurruddin

Pastor Grants’ specialty is in using 
versatile methods that enable persons to 
grow mentally stronger and spiritually 
wholesome. 

  In 1999 Pastor Grant founded the Grant 
Foundation in order to help women in need.  
She also has a cleaning service that will 
provide employment for women. 

This is when she began her motivational 
speaking that has helped so many persons 
over the years.  Pastor Sharon Grant has 
received numerous awards that mean a lot 
to her, especially the: Hunger Fighter Award 
from the Chicago Anti-hunger Federation 
and the Bet Entrepreneur of the Year award 
from the Small Business Benefit Association 
(SBBA).  She is currently a member off the 
Extraordinary women Ministries and a big 
supporter for: Feed the Children.

In Pastor Grants brochure she states 
these Key Points-Read slowly

1. You must kill your old way of thinking.  
That’s what got you in a lot of trouble.  You 
must not think one way but know that your 
way is not always right.

2. You can change, but it is going to take 
some effort and some work.  It did not take 
overnight to get in the position you are in 
..so it will take a while for you to get well. 

3.We are limited a human beings but 
there is help so feel free to ask for help.  E-
mail me or call me personally.  I will see 
to your need being met.  You can also write 
to me.  I know how it is to be in need of 
help and there is no one there to help.  Allow 
me to come into your world and help you.  
We are here to help one another, you alone 
cannot do it… Life is not to something to 
be sad, unhappy, or filled with anxiety…
Remember, we all have made mistakes, it’s 
okay.  That is something called life so stop 
blaming yourself for everything that has 
gone wrong in your life.

Here are just a few methods that Pastor 
Grant recommends to get you on your way 
to improving your life for the rest of your 
life:

• Remove yourself from negative 

speaking people
• Stop struggling for nothing
• Respect yourself
• Start taking time out for yourself
• It’s ok to start over
Pastor Grant advises us that by you 

using these few methods they will help you 
to soar to new heights in your life.  Now 
just imagine how far you can go with her 
lifesaving workshops?  Pastor Grant’s 
workshops have helped the elderly, married 
couples, widows, teens and single persons, 
those saddled with addictions and mental 
health problems.  Pastor Sharon Grant said:

If you are in need of our life saving 
workshops feel free to contact us at the: 

Rose of Sharon M.B. Church
4209 W. Cermak Road
Chicago, IL. 60623
1-847-801-8107 (office)
1-630-234-3634 (cell)
e-mail: sharongrantsharongrant@yahoo.

com

EDGE OF DARKNESS (**1/2)  It’s safe to assume 
that in several years, Mel Gibson has had more than his 
share of public and private controversy. From his violent 
biblical take in “The Passion of the Christ”, to anti-
Semitic comments, to an infamous mug shot for a run-in 
with the law, to his expensive marital affair and divorce 
that probably explains his self imposed seven year screen 
absence.
          Now, Gibson returns as Thomas Craven, a Boston 
detective and single parent who seems to sense something is 
bothering his grown daughter, Emma (Bojana Novakovic) 
who just arrived for a visit. But before she can say what’s 
on her mind, she begins vomiting with a nose bleed. 
          And then. When the father prepares to take his 
daughter to the hospital. Thomas witnesses his daughter 
being gunned down from a shotgun blast by one of two 
hooded assassins outside.
         Soon after. The police believe the shooting was meant 

for their fellow officer, not the daughter was the intended 
target. But Gibson’s character begins to interiorize his 
psychological anguish while his anger and survival/ 
revenge mold bubbles underneath as he did in “Ransom” 
and “Signs” that sometimes weighs down the entire film 
as much as it creates audience apathy for his character’s 
tragic dilemma. 
           As the bereaving detective, Thomas gets a clue that 
begins his own investigation into Emma’s doings through 
her cell phone records that begins his search and disclosure 
with his daughter’s nervous new boyfriend. David Burnham 
(Shawn Roberts) who also seems to contradict the father’s 
loyalty to his daughter in later years. Against Thomas’ 
frequent solitary moments where he hears the voice and 
sees the vision of his daughter’s childhood with him.
           Eventually, Thomas is led to Northmoor, a government 
funded, private security cooperation where Emma, an MTI 
grad worked in scientific research as a “glorified intern”. 
While the massive facility is headed by the authoritative 
corporate boss, Jack Bennett (Danny Huston).
            Thomas meets with Bennett during his inquiry 
on what his daughter did for the company. Where Bennett 
seem to be aloof looking down from his sprawling hillside 
facility that symbolizes how detach from reality Bennett 
is. When he asks the cop “how does it feel?” over the 
detective’s personal loss.
            Enter Darius Jedburgh (Ray Winstone). A government 
operative “fixer” who seems to allow Thomas to conduct 
his investigation, as long as it doesn’t get too close to the 
“truth” that concerns a corporation making foreign nuclear 
weapons on U.S. soil. 

AT	ThE	FLiCks
David Schultz

See Flicks page 10
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Church Space Available
Banquet Hall Space Available

Groups - Weddings - Churches

(847) 201-8107
Pastor Grant

LOOKING FOR A JOB OR A NEW CAREER?
8 Week Insurance Training Course.

FREE training get your state approved 
Insurance License.

Make up to $35,000 first year.  Marketing, Sales, State 
Laws,  General Knowledge  about the Insurance Profes-

sion.  Must be at least at least 18 years of age, and serious 
minded.  Limited seats. Must register ASAP.  Classes held 
2 days a week at Home of Life Church,  4650 W. Madison 

Avenue..Daycare available. 
Classes start  Tuesday, February 23, 2010  

For more Information Call:773—557-9482 or773-287-3032

A Hand up recovery home is one of the best kept secrets on Chicago’s west side. 
A Hand up Recovery home is a living facility located in North Lawndale which provides 
a supportive, confidential, alcohol and drug free living environment for men recovering 
from alcoholism and drug addiction while providing a clean comfortable and less expensive 
cooperative living arrangement. 

A hand Up officially opened its’ doors for service Jan 8 2005 and in March of the same 
year was accepted as part of a new Illinois Department of Human Services program called 
Access to Recovery(ATR) and received their first client December 2005. A hand Up has 
been supported by Congressman Danny Davis from it’s inception.  During the Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s holidays Mr. Cook kept his doors open twenty-four hours not only to guest 
but to anyone seeking to abstain from the use of drugs and alcohol during the time when the 
use of mind altering substances were being highly promoted everywhere. 

Not only were their speakers from A.A. and N.A. speaking throughout the two events 
Mr. Cook also provided plenty of food and non alcoholic beverages. A hand Up offers 
anyone, any color, with the desire to stop using, a step in the right direction.

 WilBert cook oFFerS 
SuBStance aBuSerS anD ex 

oFFenDerS a hanD uP!
calvin crayton

A Hand up is not a respecter of persons and gives 
everyone the opportunity to develop clear cut goals if they 
have the initiative. 

There are computer classes and numerous opportunities 
for people who are willing to help themselves. Mr. Cook an 
ordained minister with over 16 years of sobriety himself 
offers in-house meetings, recovery counseling, and spiritual 
counseling, recognizing that the devil does not care if you go 
to hell high or sober. Every other Saturday, Guests of A hand 
up can be found serving the community breakfast at Carey 
Tercentenary A.M.E. Church 1448 S. Homan. During a time 
when people and communities are falling by the wayside 
Wilbert Cook offers hope and A Hand Up. 

Anyone interested in more information about or 
seeking help for substance abuse or ex offender programs 
or would like to make donations be it financial, food or 
men’s clothing please call 773-638-5283 or visit www.
ahanduprecoveryhomes.org

          And yet, through the course of the 
movie. Their initially tense encounters 
develop into mutual respect.  With Darius 
unlike Bennett understanding the cop’s 
loss and determination. When Darius has 
a doctor’s visit that discloses a terminal 
illness that makes him reflect on a life unlike 
Thomas that had someone to love.
           It seems a bit odd and ultimately 
makes Darius less of the henchman we 
anticipated hired by a national security 
coordinator bureaucrat working with 
Bennett who eventually assigns hired  hit 
men and contaminating his milk with poison 
that still doesn’t slow down enough or stop 
Thomas who has outfox  them but somehow 
never  thought his home would be tampered 
with.
             And yet, in his weaken state from being 
poison, Thomas still manages to  survive 
long enough to  see through his bribed cop 
buddy (Jay O. Sanders) and an attack by two 
hit man in his kitchen and invades Bennett’s 
mansion for their final showdown. 
            While Thomas finds his daughter’s 

ram shacked apartment where her computer 
is stolen and later receives a disk made by 
Emma in case of his death that verifies three 
other employees dispose for what they knew 
at the film’s beginning.
             Based on a British TV miniseries, “Edge 
of Darkness” offers a descent performance 
from Mel Gibson that makes this film 
tolerable for his inner emotions and outward 
determination that gets short circuited by 
the contradictive and convoluted nature that 
can’t be overcome by the script. 
             Along with director Martin Campbell 
who is keen on the violence. But Campbell 
does more of what he did in “Casino 
Royale”, allowing the James Bond card play 
sequence to run too long. Campbell does the 
same through the overwrought use of the 
dark mood and dialogue that tries for some 
kind of cloak and dagger effect that could 
been trimmed down numerous times here
R; 117min. A Warner Bros. Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters

Flicks from page 9

As President Barack Obama’s signature 
promise of real, meaningful national health care 
reform fades further into the twilight along with 
Todd Stroger’s chances of remaining president 
of Cook County, the dawning of Black History 
Month 2010 finds black folk in Chicago and 
nationwide scratching their heads trying to 
figure out just how much change in America 
looks just like the same old status quo.

 They are also realizing how much 
race really does matter in this town and in this 
country whenever a black man is purported to 
be in charge. 

Beginning with the primitive flier 
circulated by the so-called Soldiers for Stroger, 
in the County Board president race, continuing 
with Dan Hynes’ ad using the words of the late 
Harold Washington and continuing with the 
election of Republican Senator Scott Brown in 
Massachusetts, any pundit worth his salt would 
tell you the current political mood in America 
revolves around race. Or rather the reactionary 
emotions one should expect to surface in a white 
America dealing with the once unimaginable 
reality of a black president, even one as “light-
skinned” and truly un-black friendly as Barack 
Obama has proved to be.

That’s a good thing, because truth be 
told, we all need to recognize that nothing in 
this country will change for us until we black 
folk face ourselves and white people for what 
we truly are to each other in this country. As we 
mark the achievements of black Americans this 
month still in pursuit of Martin Luther King’s 
dream of a race-blind America, we should 
also be examining the content of the character 
of black folk –and white folk—if we hope to 
ever see that day King spoke of in these United 
States.

Whether such an examination is a good 
thing for black folk or not remains to be seen.

But what is crystal clear today is that 
much of the lamentations by blacks that Obama 

LANE CHANGE: Doing What the White 
People Do Blackens Content of Our Character

A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE  - the1tlane@yahoo.com
hasn’t done enough for a brother comes at the 
same time Chicago’s so-called Soldiers for 
Strogers distributes name-calling racist fliers 
in a desperate attempt to “unite” blacks while 
excusing the mess Stroger has made of his 
own leadership opportunity are two pieces of 
the same cloth. 

Simply put, the non-change we see with 
Obama and Stroger is simply the result of their 
being afflicted with that dreaded pox called 
“Do Like the White Folk Do Syndrome”—a 
disease that infects so-called black leaders 
here and nationwide as they seek to share in 
the power and privileges enjoyed by whites 
rather than working to change the dynamics 
of a system that still buys and sells people and 
anything else. We see the same symptoms in the 
troubles of Cook County Clerk and presidential 
candidate Dorothy Brown as well as in the 
machinations of U.S. Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. 
and disgraceful U.S. Senator Roland Burris in 
their quest of Obama’s former seat.

“DLWFD Syndrome is a very virulent 
and potent affliction and as old as Black 
History itself.  

However, the most damaging problem 
arising from this syndrome among African 
American leaders and the black community 
as a whole is that when we do “like they do,” 
we lose our claim to representing something 
different—or better. If diversity simply means 
different kinds of people doing the same old 
dirty thing, i.e., taking advantage of other 
people, what is the difference what color they 
are?

I don’t give a damn if a white man or 
a black man is hitting me upside the head; the 
only way either one can really help me is to 
stop.

When Obama enjoyed the overwhelming 
support of those citizens in this county that 

See Character page 11
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The	North	Lawndale	Community	News’

CLAssiFiED		MARkETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it 
Here In the North Lawndale Community News
Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

Don’s
Auto
Parts

Chicago     Westside HOMAN SQUARE 
APTS. WAITING LIST OPEN 2br $880-
3br$980 Tenant pays light &  gas. Section 
8 Welcome, Pick up application at 3607 W. 
Polk. Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 Sat 9:30-12:30 
pm 
Apartments for Rent 3 bdrms, newly 
renovated, carpeted, tenant pays utilities, 
3500 W. Douglas Blvd. 3 floors available, 
call Ms. Barnes at 773 521-4977.
APARTMENT FOR RENT 2118 S. Keeler 
Nwly Rehabbed 2 BR Apts. $700-750 mo + 
sec, Sec.8, utilities not incl. 312-925-3164
APARTMENT FOR RENT 1917 S. 
Christiana. Deluxe 2BR one BA apt. cute 
blk near police station & Pink Line Kedzie 
stop. Greystone 2-flat, quiet bldg. Gut re-
habbed in 2006. Newly painted, hdwd flrs, 
dishwasher, laundry in unit.  No smok-
ers, no pets, $900/mo 1-1/2 mos. sec. Call  
773/620-4986
1807 S. St. Louis.  Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units 
starting at $725 /+1 month security. Call 
(773)960-3817
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in 
nice quiet building. Hardwood floors. $750 
monthly. Ave. Westside location. Contact 
Mr. Johnson at 708 837-8684
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS 
in nice quiet building. 13th & Troy. $800 
monthly. No Credit Check. One  Month 
rent and One Month Security Upon Move-
In. Third Floor Apt. Call 773 522-3409 or 
773 419-3892 for a Showing.
APT FOR RENT1500 S. Hamlin Unit#2  
3bdrm 1bth LR/DRhdwd flrs . Call 630-
625-2812. CHAC aprvd
APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 
per month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-
1730

FOR RENT

Barbers Wanted – Westside 
Location. No rent 

Commission. For More 
Information Call

Mr. Jones at 773-889-9811

BARBERS 
WANTED

wanted to stop the politics of greed 
and fear that produced eight years of 
George Bush, all the current Brother-in-
Chief did was play the same old game 
of allowing politics, the politicians and 
corporate interests in Washington, D.C. 
to determine his direction. Instead of 
leading he ignored the fervent desire 
for change of the people (blacks, youths 
and independents) who rejected 20th 
Century dogma to vote for him as 
change agent in the 21st Century. In 
doing so he failed to lead and strike the 
iron of change while it was white hot 
and got lost in the accoutrements of 
power.

He has thus squandered the 
enormous political capital that rode 
him into office by doing the same 
thing his modern predecessors have 
done upon entering office—trying to 
govern in a manner to get re-elected 

rather than maximizing the impact of 
the term he has already been elected 
to. As the first black president, his first 
priority should have been discontinuing 
the practice of using a first term merely 
to campaign for a second.

That’s what the 43 white men 
before him did, and as we all can attest, 
we have a mess on our hands in this 
country today because of it. 

Putting a black face on the 
dirty way things have worked in this 
nation for more than 230 years, doesn’t 
change the ultimate result—black folk 
and other poor folk lose, again.

When we do what the white folks 
have done and continue to do to achieve 
and maintain power, we not only blacken 
the content of our character, but we give 
tacit approval to the lies, hypocrisy and 
violence that brought us here in chains 
centuries ago and keeps us imprisoned 
in violent communities of crime and 
death today. While our so-called 
leaders hobnob with the privileged and 
powerful, common black people are 
constantly told to be patient for that 
day when the content of our character 
surpasses the importance of the color 
of our skin in determining our place in 
these United States.

Blinded by their own greed and 
egos these leaders ignore the historical 
lesson that circumstances such as 
slavery, segregation, discrimination or 
integration didn’t and won’t change 
or create the God-given truth that men 
are not truly measured by material 
achievements or the lack there of. 

Human equality is defined not by 
our physical circumstances, but by 
our capacity to be human. And that 
alone also determines the content of 
our character.  

So rather than burning up all 
this energy in a misguided effort 
to be the “equals” of white folk 
(with holidays and festivals—like 
they have), black people should 
be working toward a much more 
desirable goal of creating a better 
current black experience to validate 
the Black History we celebrate—for 
the sake of black and white America. 
Because that is not only an easier 
thing to achieve, it is also a much 
loftier aspiration. 

Until we stop reaching down 
to rise up to the challenge of being 
black in America, we will continue to 
be pawns in this race-baiting game, 
whether it’s played by desperate, 
black Todd Stroger supporters or by 
the awakening of the growing white 
backlash to a black president that 
sent Scott Brown to the Senate.

Race does matter in this 
country today, and Lord knows how 
much it will matter this fall and in 
the 2012 presidential race. And 
until black folk quit pretending and 
allowing white people to pretend it 
doesn’t matter, real black progress in 
Chicago and the nation will always 
be inextricably tied to the whims 
and choices of white folk. What 
does that really say about the content 
of our character?

Character  from 
page 10
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greatest contributions of Africans/
African Americans.

In an interview with Henry 
Louis Gates Jr. in the series of 
“African American Lives 2” which 
entails a series of documentaries 
that unveil the truth behind the 
extraordinary legacy of “Black 
Folks” Chris Rock mentions that 
if he would have received the 
information that he knows today 
as a small child about his ancestors 
it would have taken away the 
inevitability of believing that he 
was never going to be anything in 
life. (See http://www.pbs.org/wnet/
aalives/index.html) PBS also has 
a segment on their website that 
gives lessons, and information for 
parents and teachers to enhance the 
educational background of the youth 
about the history of African/African 
American people.

The dream that Dr. King had, 
was built on the world working 
together in unity to create a balance 
of equality, freedom and justice for 
all, and without these freedoms our 
world suffers. Without allowing 
a child to fully understand their 
lineage is disconnecting them from 
who they really are and what they 
are to become. For if a child doesn’t 
understand fully his past how does 
he/she work to make the future better, 
a future of change, positive change in 
order to fulfill “The Dream?”

For more information on 
helping your child to understand the 
significance of Black History log on 

to
http://http://www.pbs.org/

wnet/aalives/index.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_

4750377_teach-black-culture.html
http://http://www.black-

collegian.com/african/archives/
notjust200.shtml

http://childparenting.about.
com/cs/holidays/a/blackhistory1.htm

h t t p : / / h t t p : / / w w w .
preschoolrainbow.org/black-history.
htm

http://www.pbs.org/parents/
special /art icle-blackhistory-
connectingkids.html

Books to read
W.E.B. Du Bois: The 

Souls Of Black Folk http://www.
knowledge rush . com/books /
soulb10.html

h t t p : / / h t t p : / / w w w .
blackbooksdirect.com/history3.html

http://http://www.goodreads.
com/shelf/show/black-history

http://www.educationworld.
com/a_books/books081.shtml

To make an inquiry about a 
revision of history books in Chicago 
Public Schools call 773-553-1000

or log on to http://http://www.
cps.edu/Schools/Pages/Schools.aspx

To Hear Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s “I Have A Dream” speech log 
on to 

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PbUtL_0vAJk

“Let Freedom Ring!”
For more of Tali Bakhit stories 

log on to
http://www.examiner.com/x-

23626-Chicago-Academic-Success-
Examiner

Sistah  from page 4

LEEWOLF SECURITY LTD. 
CORPORATION

773.226.4036 (24 Hours Service)
We Secure what is yours 

Construction, Industrial, Commercial & Retail
Store Protection, Patrol Car, Banks, Govern-
ment Facilities, Office Buildings, Hospitals

LEEWOLF CORPORATION STATE 
CERTIFIED STATE OF ILLINOIS



	 									The	North	Lawndale	Community	News						January	28	-	February	3,	2010Page	12

iNTERsTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21�8	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

��3-�22-0122

She has been fighting for her 
clients in the courtroom for 17 years. 
Now Deidra Baumann may have a 
chance to fight for justice from behind 
the bench instead of in front of it. 
Baumann, a lawyer who has tackled 
various cases, is running for circuit 
court judge for Cook County in the 
up-and-coming 2010 election.

Though there are several 
honorable judges in Cook County, 
in her opinion, she still feels that the 
justice system in the area needs an 
overhaul. “I was tired of complaining 
about the quality of the judiciary,” 
Baumann explained as she sat next 
to her campaign manager, Papi Perez. 
“We need good judges. We need 
honest judges. We need fair judges,” 
she said.

What makes Baumann the 
ideal judge, according to her, are 
the skills and expertise she gained 
while battling a variety of cases. She 
pointed out her years of experience 
as she shouldered the responsibility 
of both trial and appellate work. “I 
know the law,” she said. In addition 
to her accomplishments inside the 
courtroom, she also completes a great 
deal of legal research and writing.

But whether she is pleading her 
clients’ case to a jury or swimming 
through legal documents to spot the 
right information, she keeps the well-
being of her clients and the people of 
Cook County in mind. To her, that is 
very important. “I have honesty [and] 
integrity,” she said. “I care about 
people. I have devoted my practice to 
present the people.” 

She started out by handling 
criminal cases, but she also provided 
valuable service for various 
individuals in during personal injury 
cases, civil rights cases, and more. She 

DEIDRA BAUMANN WANTS YOUR VOTE
Nicholas Short

Deidra Baumann

and her partner were the first attorneys 
in the city to file a compliant against 
Burr Oaks Cemetery last year. The 
cemetery made headlines in several 
newspapers, news radio segments, 
and television news broadcasts after 
authorities discovered that Burr Oak 
workers were allegedly reselling used 
burial plots. 

According to the Chicago 
Tribune, 4 workers were charged with 
dumping human remains on a vacant 
lot in order to resell the graves. This 
caused great distress to the relatives 
of more than 7,000 people buried in 
the cemetery, who where frightened 
that the graves of their loved ones are 
among those that have been violated.  
Baumann helped some of those 
relatives achieve relief one week after 
the event occurred, but her crusade to 
help the families of those who were 
buried at the cemetery is still ongoing. 
“We will continue to be at the forefront 

of that litigation,” she said. 
Though some might 

consider the Burr Oak case to 
one of her high-profile cases, 
she believes all of her cases are 
important. To her, all her cases 
are high-profile cases. She 
has taken on cases involving 
racial profiling, Chicago Public 
Schools teachers who faced 
termination, and other cases that 
are not always presented in the 
newspapers. She refuses to be one 
of those legal professionals who 
only care about popular cases and 
only provide attention to a select 
few. She strongly believes that 
that everyone should be “treated 
with equal dignity before the law 
and receive equal justice.”

She knows that being a 
judge with be a significant change 
from serving as a lawyer. “It’s a 
learning process,” she explained, 
believing that the transition will 
not be completely smooth.  But 
she realizes the responsibilities 
involved in being a circuit court 
judge and confidently embraces 
them. “My job is to serve the 
citizens of Cook County in 
whatever capacity the chief judge 
deems appropriate,” she said.

There is so much more she 
wants to do for Cook County’s 
legal system, and becoming 
a judge gives her a chance to 
do more good for the county’s 
residents. “I want to continue 
serving the citizens of Cook 
County,” she said.  If you are in 
Cook County and want to vote 
for Deidra Baumann, her ballot 
number is 152.


