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Below is an excerpt from Presi-
dent Obama’s speech in memory 
of Dr. Martin Luther King at Ver-
mont Avenue Baptist Church on 
Sunday January 17th.
.....We gather here, on a Sabbath, 
during a time of profound diffi-
culty for our nation and for our 
world.  In such a time, it soothes 
the soul to seek out the Divine in 
a spirit of prayer; to seek solace 
among a community of believ-
ers.  But we are not here just to 
ask the Lord for His blessing.  
We aren’t here just to interpret 
His Scripture.  We’re also here to 
call on the memory of one of His 
noble servants, the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Now, it’s fitting that we do so 
here, within the four walls of 
Vermont Avenue Baptist Church 
-- here, in a church that rose like 
the phoenix from the ashes of the 
civil war; here in a church formed 
by freed slaves, whose founding 
pastor had worn the union blue; 
here in a church from whose 
pews congregants set out for 
marches and from whom choir 
anthems of freedom were heard; 
from whose sanctuary King him-
self would sermonize from time 
to time. 
One of those times was Thurs-
day, December 6, 1956...... On 

Thursday, Decem-
ber 6, 1956.  And 
before Dr. King 
had pointed us to 
the mountaintop, 
before he told us 
about his dream 
in front of the Lin-
coln Memorial, 
King came here, 
as a 27-year-old preacher, to speak 
on what he called “The Challenge 
of a New Age.”  “The Challenge of 
a New Age.”  It was a period of tri-
umph, but also uncertainty, for Dr. 
King and his followers -- because 
just weeks earlier, the Supreme 
Court had ordered the desegrega-
tion of Montgomery’s buses, a 
hard-wrought, hard-fought vic-
tory that would put an end to the 
381-day historic boycott down in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
And yet, as Dr. King rose to take 
that pulpit, the future still seemed 
daunting.  It wasn’t clear what 
would come next for the movement 
that Dr. King led.  It wasn’t clear 
how we were going to reach the 
Promised Land.  Because segrega-
tion was still rife; lynchings still a 
fact.  Yes, the Supreme Court had 
ruled not only on the Montgomery 
buses, but also on Brown v. Board 
of Education.  And yet that ruling 
was defied throughout the South  -

- by schools and by states; they ig-
nored it with impunity.  And here 
in the nation’s capital, the federal 
government had yet to fully align 
itself with the laws on its books 
and the ideals of its founding.  
So it’s not hard for us, then, to 
imagine that moment.  We can 
imagine folks coming to this 
church, happy about the boycott 
being over.  We can also imagine 
them, though, coming here con-
cerned about their future, some-
times second-guessing strategy, 
maybe fighting off some creeping 
doubts, perhaps despairing about 
whether the movement in which 
they had placed so many of their 

hopes -- a movement in which 
they believed so deeply -- could 
actually deliver on its promise. 
So here we are, more than half a 
century later, once again facing 
the challenges of a new age.  Here 
we are, once more marching to-
ward an unknown future, what I 
call the Joshua generation to their 
Moses generation -- the great in-
heritors of progress paid for with 
sweat and blood, and sometimes 
life itself.....
You can access the rest of the this 
speech at http://www.whitehouse.
gov/the-press-office/remarks-
president-remembrance-dr-mar-
tin-luther-king-jr.

Obama Speaks on Dr. King

President Obama speaking to audience at Vermont Avenue Baptist Church  

Dr. Martin Luther 

of the North Lawndale College 
Preparatory Charter High School.
Samuel Scott was the Official 
Time Keeper  and Andriana Mc-
Neal, 11th Grade Collins Acad-

The Collins Academy BMORE 
History Team recently 
sponsored a Candidates’ 
forum featuring the races for 
Lieutenant Governor and State 
Representative for  the 9th 
Legislative District at the school.  
Two of the 11 candidates for 
Lieutenant Governor attended, 
while 3 of the six candidates 
for State Representative 
participated. The role call was 
as follows:

The BMORE, Collins Academy 
History Team comprised of stu-
dents Andriana McNeal, Tyreshia 
Sanders, Genea Scott.  Col-
lins Academy Student Council 
comprised of students Dajanae 
Jamison, Porche Gilliam, Mar-
cus Warner Andre Harris Britney 
Cooley, Jerad Strong, Carlos San-
doval, and Sam Scott. Engineering 
Staff. Student Leadership Council 
Advisors, Safety and Security in 
attendance included Mr. Smith, 
Ms. Caine, Ms. McLoyd, Mrs. 
Palmer-Pratt and Mr. John Horan 

 Lieutenant Governor’s Race 
State Representative, 9th 
Legislative District Race

emy welcomed the audience 
of about 100 persons. Tyreshia 
Sanders (10th Grade)  and Japone 
Johnson (11th Grade), provided 

Collins Academy BMORE History Team Expects More, 
Presents A GREAT DEBATE 2010

Abu Bakr Nurruddin

Collins Academy students posed for photo op before asking serious 
questions of candidates

See Debate Page 4
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale 

Community News
Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: February 18, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!
Everyone is Welcome!

For More Information Call
312-492-9090

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, Warren Polk, 
David Schultz, Reggie Lewis,  Angelic Jones, Mary Moran, 
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Priscilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, 
Kabuika Kamunga, Sophia Karalexis, X’ernona Woods,  Zaki  A. 
Muhammad, Ben Protess, Demetrius Porter, David Tenario, S. 
Mike Cook,  David Schultz, & Marlone Finley
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis and Johnny Ray 
Lewis, Dominique Mack, distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.
When the North Lawndale Community News began in Oc-
tober of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 
In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.
In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a com-
munity, we are dominated by results of low educational lev-
els, high unemployment, a hostile economic environment, 
and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we pushed 
forward to improve life in our community on many levels 
and by many people from within the community, as well as 
concerned people from outside the community.
In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.
In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.
In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.
In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.
In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.
In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.
In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on our 
previous years of focus, as we progress to a better quality 
of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District
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Chicago Citizens for Neighbor-
hood Stabilization delivered a 
letter last week requesting the 
City Council to hold a public 
hearing to provide a status re-
port of Chicago’s $211 million 
Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP). The ad hoc 
group consists of rank and file 
citizens and community groups 
from around the City. 
About a year ago, the City of 
Chicago received $55 million 
in HUD Neighborhood Stabili-
zation funds with the expecta-
tion of leveraging an additional 
$58 million in private financ-
ing. The proceeds were to be 
used to purchase 425 aban-
doned foreclosed properties 
for rental and for sale housing 
in 25 neighborhoods most heavily impacted by the 
mortgage foreclosure crisis. An additional 100 di-
lapidated properties were to be purchased for demo-
lition with the resulting vacant lots to be land banked 
and sold to developers and not for profit developers 
to build new homes. While HUD guidelines provide 
that essentially all NSP funds be committed within 
18 months, public records indicate that 12 proper-
ties have been acquired as of December 31, 2009. 
HUD announced on January 14, 2010 that Chicago 
will get an additional $98 million in Recovery fund-
ing to continue the program in the upcoming year. 
Mortgage foreclosure crisis takes its toll on the 1500 
block of Harding. 
“It’s pretty discouraging to know that over $211 
million has been set aside from HUD and local 
foundations, and we look around, and can’t see any 
changes”, said Valerie Leonard, one of the group’s 
members. “We hope this program is not another 
bank bailout disguised as an affordable housing pro-
gram.” The NSP program is designed to purchase 
REO’s (“real estate owned properties”) in which the 
properties have been foreclosed on and have been 
taken back by the mortgage lender or trustee. 
The group hopes that the hearing will shed light on 
the City’s progress to date and identify ways the 
program may be improved. The following individu-
als and organizations have signed on in support of 
the letter:  
Guadelupe Avery Avila, 22nd Ward 
Adjoa Barbara J. Baker, Midwest Region Rep., 
N’COBRA, Co chairperson Chicago Chapter, 
National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in 
America, N’COBRA, Citywide 
Edgar Bibbs 
Judith L. Blank, CFRE, 42nd Ward 
Leroy Bowers, 4th Ward 
Ms. Willie Mae Bowling, President, United Block 
Club Council, 24th Ward 
Cynthia L. Bowman 3rd Ward resident; activist in 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 20th Wards 
Bronzeville Area Residents’ and Commerce Coun-
cil, 2nd Ward, 3rd Ward, 4th Ward 
Roxanne L. Brown, 4th Ward 
William N. Burch, 15th Ward 
El Techno Colibrí, NFP, 22nd Ward, 25th Ward 
JoAnn Burl, Founder & CEO Jeanette’s Joy Com-
munity Services, Roseland, 9th Ward, 34th Ward 
Chicago Westside Branch NAACP, 2nd Ward, 22nd 
Ward, 24th Ward, 27th Ward, 28th Ward, 
29th Ward, 37th Ward 
Ron Carter, Chairman, Black Wall Street-Chicago, 
Citywide 
Arness Dancy, Pres/CEO, Englewood Black Cham-
ber of Commerce, Inc., 3rd Ward, 6th Ward, 
15th Ward,16th Ward, 17th Ward, 20th Ward 
James Dean, Executive Director, Autumnus, Inc. 
42nd Ward; 4th Ward resident 
Sel Dunlap, 24th Ward 

The $211 Million Question: What’s the Status of 
the City’s Neighborhood Stabilization Program? 

By Valerie F. Leonard

Photo by David E. Jackson

See Stabilization Page 9
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From Sistah To Sister
Don’t Forget About Us: Helping the youth deal with major world disasters through education

See Sistah page 6

7.0 is the number that was given 
to the magnitude of disaster, death, and 
destruction on Tuesday 01-12-2010 in Porte 
De Prince Hiati. A Shift of the earth, which 
caused a major earthquake has amounted 
to babies crying, men and women dying, 
in the rubble of the dark and dusty earth-
--with the potential number of over 100 
thousand people losing their lives. Young 
children watch the devastating events 
broadcasted on television, nationally and 
internationally as all television programs 
have been interrupted with “Breaking 
News.” Children all over the world are 
asking their parents; “What has happened?” 
“What has gone wrong?” and “How could 
something of the sort happen?” The images 
that parade the television taunt children, 
with the possibility of grime memories and 
night mares that haunt the child if there has 
not been proper preparation put in place 
in order to help the child understand the 
works of “Mother Nature.” Whether it be 
an earthquake, hurricane, school shooting, 
or death of a family member or friend, 
according to medical studies, help is needed 
in order to get a child through the horrifying 
emotions of any traumatic situation. But 
how does a parent, teacher, community 
leader, or government officials educate the 
youth about natural disasters, or any type of 
trauma that we may all someday fall victim 
to. How does one explain the results without 
hiding the truth which may one day come to 
visit all of humanity?

According to Dr. Charles Sophy 
Medical Director for the Los Angeles 
County Department of Children and Family 
Services, it is very important for the child 
to be guided through traumatic situations 
because it is this type of modeling that will 
lay the foundation in order that they may cope 
now and throughout their lives. In order to 
help children cope, the National Institute of 
Mental Health and several other government 
agencies have joined forces so that the right 

help is put in place for the child in need. 
(see http://ezinearticles.com/?Mommy-
Whats-A-Hurricane?--Helping-Your-Child-
Cope-with-Natural-Disaster&id=65197) 
In addition to the effort, the American 
Psychological Association (APA) is offering 
free resources on managing the stress that 
may be caused by the traumatic aftermath of 
the Haiti earthquake.

Most tragedy victims experience post 
traumatic stress disorder which causes its 
victim to have mental problems due to the 
memory of trauma that has occurred in their 
lives. (see http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/
index.aspx) One of the major effects that 
trauma has on a child is that they begin to 
lose trust in adults and fear that the trauma 
that has effected there lives will soon 
come again. Some children begin to cling 
to their parents and become immobile. 
In an article called “Helping Children 
and Adolescents Cope with Violence and 
Disaster” contributed by the The National 
Institute of Mental Health, the earlier the 
intervention, the better the results of the 
child who is experiencing the trauma. 
(seehttp://www.thefreelibrary.com/HELPIN
G+CHILDREN+AND+ADOLESCENTS+
COPE+WITH+VIOLENCE+AND+DISA
STERS-a059163046) When children deal 
with trauma such as shootings in schools, 
war, hurricanes, earthquakes or any other 
type of natural disaster, the healing process 
is one that must begin with a professional 
who is able to help the child cope with life 
in general in order that they may succeed 
environmentally and academically.

Haitian native and spokes person for 
Concerned Haitian-Americans of Illinois 
(CHAI) Shantel Nelson breaks down in 
tears as she explains “One of the hardest 
questions to answer is how will children 
receive the help that they need to deal with 
the earthquake in Haiti---because there is 
no help like this in Haiti.” Although there 
is some help in America through state and 

federal agencies, that may be able to help 
Haitian American children in the United 
states---where dire help is needed there is no 
help. The staff of CHAI are looking forward 
to helping in any effort that they can to 
bridge the gap. CHAI is an organization 
that has been around for 19 years based 
in the United States and Haiti. CHAI is 
responsible for having schools built in Haiti 
for the academic success of those who were 
not receiving an education, and as well has 
built two clinics to help those is desperate 
need of medical help. Currently the staff of 
CHAI and other non-for-profit organizations 
in the Chicago area are coming together to 
try to find ways that are most helpful to 
contribute to the rescue of their native land 
and it’s people. (see http://www.chai-haiti.
org/) Chicago has a very large community 
of Haitian people---as Chicago was founded 
by a Haitian native by the name of Jean 
Baptiste DuSable in In 1774. (see www.
haitianinternet.com/index.php/113)

While the covers of magazines and 
news papers are full of pictures with bruised 
small children that have been hurt very badly 
in the earthquake, the wondering minds of 
children outside of Haiti just want to know if 
something like this will ever happen to them 
and exactly what happened in Haiti. Marc 
Anthony Senat’ administrator of CHAI puts 
it quite simple, he says “God saved the souls 
that were wary and left the souls behind on 
earth of those who need to bridge the gap for 
unity.” Still the Chicago local staff of CHAI 
haven’t heard a word from the staff, doctors, 
or children from the CHAI schools or clinics 
in Haiti due to communication problems--
--the phone lines and computers are down 
in Haiti. However because CHAI’s location 
is in the Cap Haitian area Shantel Nelson 
says that she feels really positive about the 
results because the Cap Haitian area did not 
receive as much damage as the Porte De 
Prince area.

While most Haitian Americans wait 
patiently for a response from close friends, 
family members, and colleagues’. Ludovic 
Comeau, economist and adminstrator for 
Haiti’s Opportunity for Primary Education 
(HOPE) here in Chicago says that he hasn’t 
heard much, but was fortunate to hear from 
his uncle who said that he made it through 
the earthquake, but unfortunately his wife 
didn’t. The last time that Mr. Comeau spoke 
with his uncle’s wife was just recently, over 
the Christmas holiday. The organization that 
Mr. Comeau is administrator for, HOPE has 
two schools in Haiti. Haiti’s Opportunity 
for Primary Education, educates children 
starting at the age of three in order to prepare 
them at an early age so that they can have a 
sense of education before entering the first 
grade. HOPE the second school in Haiti 
called Haiti’s Opportunity for Progress and 
Education, reaches out to children 12 years of 
age and older. Mr. Comeau has a background 
in helping to uplift his country by way of 
having schools built, but admits that he does 
not make the decisions as to how to help 
children cope with the traumatic effects of 
any type of disaster. However he does say 
that because children are more vulnerable 
than adults it would be wise to have experts 
to design programs that will help children to 
get through any type of catastrophe.

With all of the help and resources that 
are being sent over to Haiti, will the United 
States help in assisting the youth with their 
need of dealing with the trauma, or will they 
be left to cope on their own? And how will the 
agencies in the United States bond together 
to help the children of the United States deal 
with the images of the aftermath-----the 
earthquake in Haiti, the war in Iraq, and the 
war on the streets of our own city, Chicago 
between the youth? How do they cope, is it 
time to include this subject into the everyday 
curriculum in order to help the youth 
succeed academically or is it appropriate to 
move on without the proper help? Trauma is 

a Power Point presentation with an over-
view of the duties and responsibilities of the 
Lieutenant Governor.  Dionandre Cox, 11th 
Grade introduced Ms. Valerie F. Leonard, 
the moderator for the Candidate’s panel.

A student panel asked the Candidates a se-
ries of “Yes” or “No” questions to give the 
audience a “gut” feel for the positions on hot 
button issues. Some of the questions posed 
to the candidates are listed below. 
student panel asked the Candidates a series 
of “Yes” or “No” questions to give the au-
dience a “gut” feel for the positions on hot 
button issues. Some of the questions posed 
to the candidates are listed below.
Ms. Leonard then took the candidates 
through a process of framing the issues on 
the State level and describing their impact at 

Debate from front page

State Senator Rickey R. Hendon running for the office 
office of Lt. Governor of Illinois, pictured with sister 
Chibita

Thomas Michael Castillo running for the offcie office 
of Lieutenant Governor with supporter

See Debate page 5
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She has been fighting for her clients 
in the courtroom for 17 years. Now Deidra 
Baumann may have a chance to fight for 
justice from behind the bench instead of 
in front of it. Baumann, a lawyer who has 
tackled various cases, is running for circuit 
court judge for Cook County in the up-
and-coming 2010 election.

Though there are several honorable 
judges in Cook County, in her opinion, 
she still feels that the justice system in 
the area needs an overhaul. “I was tired 
of complaining about the quality of the 
judiciary,” Baumann explained as she sat 
next to her campaign manager, Papi Perez. 
“We need good judges. We need honest 
judges. We need fair judges,” she said.

What makes Baumann the ideal 
judge, according to her, are the skills 
and expertise she gained while battling 
a variety of cases. She pointed out her 
years of experience as she shouldered the 
responsibility of both trial and appellate 
work. “I know the law,” she said. In 
addition to her accomplishments inside the 
courtroom, she also completes a great deal 
of legal research and writing.

But whether she is pleading her 
clients’ case to a jury or swimming 
through legal documents to spot the right 
information, she keeps the well-being of 
her clients and the people of Cook County 
in mind. To her, that is very important. “I 
have honesty [and] integrity,” she said. 
“I care about people. I have devoted my 
practice to present the people.” 

She started out by handling criminal 
cases, but she also provided valuable 
service for various individuals in during 
personal injury cases, civil rights cases, 

DEIDRA BAUMANN WANTS YOUR VOTE
Nicholas Short

Deidra Baumann
and more. She and her partner were the 
first attorneys in the city to file a compliant 
against Burr Oaks Cemetery last year. 
The cemetery made headlines in several 
newspapers, news radio segments, and 
television news broadcasts after authorities 
discovered that Burr Oak workers were 
allegedly reselling used burial plots. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, 4 
workers were charged with dumping human 
remains on a vacant lot in order to resell 
the graves. This caused great distress to the 
relatives of more than 7,000 people buried 
in the cemetery, who where frightened that 
the graves of their loved ones are among 
those that have been violated.  Baumann 

helped some of those relatives achieve 
relief one week after the event occurred, 
but her crusade to help the families of 
those who were buried at the cemetery is 
still ongoing. “We will continue to be at 
the forefront of that litigation,” she said. 

Though some might consider the 
Burr Oak case to one of her high-profile 
cases, she believes all of her cases are 
important. To her, all her cases are high-
profile cases. She has taken on cases 
involving racial profiling, Chicago Public 
Schools teachers who faced termination, 
and other cases that are not always 
presented in the newspapers. She refuses 
to be one of those legal professionals 
who only care about popular cases and 
only provide attention to a select few. She 
strongly believes that that everyone should 
be “treated with equal dignity before the 
law and receive equal justice.”

She knows that being a judge with 
be a significant change from serving as 
a lawyer. “It’s a learning process,” she 
explained, believing that the transition 
will not be completely smooth.  But she 
realizes the responsibilities involved 
in being a circuit court judge and 
confidently embraces them. “My job is 
to serve the citizens of Cook County in 
whatever capacity the chief judge deems 
appropriate,” she said.

There is so much more she wants to 
do for Cook County’s legal system, and 
becoming a judge gives her a chance to 
do more good for the county’s residents. 
“I want to continue serving the citizens of 
Cook County,” she said.  If the people of 
Cook County are interested in voting for 
Deidra Baumann, her ballot number is 
152.

the local community level.  The candidates 
engaged in lively debate, which revealed a 
significant knowledge of the issues, and al-
lowed the audience to see stark differences 
in the views of the two Democrats.  The es-
sence of some of the candidates’ responses 
are listed below.  
•   The Lieutenant Governor serves as chair-
man of the Illinois Main Street Advisory 
Council, which is used to restore historic 
down towns in small cities and rural areas. 
What types of initiatives would you use to 
bring jobs and resident owned businesses to 
urban communities like North Lawndale?
Mr. Castillo:  “We need to focus on new 
technologies and green jobs to jumpstart the 
economy.”  He also indicated that he has a 
full plan outlined on his website.
Senator Hendon: “We need to not only look 
at Main Street, but look at the “Side Streets”.  
Senator Hendon indicated that he would 
continue to focus on initiatives like the ones 
he’s currently working on, including bring-
ing a branch of Chicago State University 
to the West Side to provide training in con-
struction and technology for local residents.   
•   As Lieutenant Governor of the State of 
Illinois, you will head the Broadband De-
ployment Council, which is responsible for 
ensuring that communities have access to 
high speed internet service.  
What strategies will you use to make sure 
that North Lawndale businesses, students 
and residents have access to broadband in-
ternet service?
Mr. Castillo: “I would make sure that com-
puters are put in public buildings to provide 
access”.  He also  indicated that it was unre-
alistic to expect that every household would 
have access, even though that was a lofty 
goal.
Senator Hendon: “Every household should 

Debate from page 4

Collins student (purple shirt) and three of the candidates for State Rep of the 9th district of Illinois, from let to 
right: Jerry L. Patton, Dorothy L. Walton, and Bruce L. Jackson.

Collins male students, part of a special group to working to improve the outcomes of african american males 

See Debate page 8
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To Marvin Gray, it’s all about integrity and 
respect. A Hyde Park resident and Chicago native, 
he started out as a criminal lawyer and soon became 
involved in civil law, trying cases for both the 
defendant and the prosecution.  He is used to fighting 
for both sides and wants to continue doing so as a 
judge of the Cook County Circuit Court (Ronald 
Riley Vacancy). 

Gray wants establish more honor and 
impartiality in the county’s court system.  And he 
believes that his 37 years of experience as a lawyer, 
combined with his devotion to the law, will help 
make that happen.  “In the 37 years, I have noticed a 
lot of changes in the legal system, and I’m confident 
that some of the problems that I have noticed during 
that period of time, I can correct because of my 
insights [that have been] developed during that 
period of time,” he said.

Among these changes is that today’s legal 
system is much larger, meaning that there are more 
crowed dockets and more litigants then there used 
to be.  The extra pounds added to the county’s legal 
system, said Gray, have made judges “less patient, 
less understanding, and less empathetic with the 
litigants and the lawyers who come before them.” 

Gray also believes that people involved in the 
legal process are less compassionate towards each 
other and have become more strident. The lack of 
heart in the county’s legal system is an enormous 
red flag for him. “There needs to be a calming 
influence.” he said. “And, of course, the time I’ve 
been in the system has taught me that winning 
and losing, while important, is not as important as 
everybody understanding that is it important that 
they get a good airing of their cases in court and 
that they’re treated with respect by the presiding 
judge.”

His main agenda is to develop such a calming 
atmosphere for lawyers and litigants. He vows that 
everyone from both sides of the courtroom—the 
prosecution and the defense—will receive the same 
plateful of fairness and obtain the same treatment, 
which will help the legal system gain a better 
reputation. “A lot of folk think that the legal system 
is much like a sporting event,” he said. These days, 
he said, too many lawyers and litigants care about 
tackling their opponent and leaving behind their 
values to score the winning goal.  That is why he 
believes that more fairness should be added to every 
legal situation. “Neither party loses,” he said, “if the 
judge empathies with both sides of the case. The 
judge’s job is to understand the merits of both sides 
of case.” 

The lack of fairness creates bad results for the 
people of the county, who rely on their court system 
and need it to gain justice, according to Gray. On 
several occasions, they go to court for justice and 
the outcome is disappointing. “The result comes 
out and they wonder ‘What happened? Why did the 
judge rule that way he ruled? Am I certain that he 
understood what I was saying?’ And that kind of 
feeling is not good for a litigant to have because it 
breeds disrespect for the system,” he said.  He wants 
the system to steer itself towards fairness.

His desire to make positive changes within 
the system encouraged him to campaign for the 
position. “My notion as to running was resulted 
from my feeling that I can make a difference from 
the bench based on the experiences I’ve gained as a 
lawyer,” he said. 

Voters can punch Ballot 188 to vote for Marvin 
Gray. They can also visit his website, marvingray.
com, for more information.

marvin Gray wants 
to add empathy to 

the Courtroom
Nicholas Short

Marvin Gray

Michael Jackson’s THIS IS IT (****)  The musical 
documentary compiled from rehearsal and behind the scenes 
footage of the massive London concert extravaganza that might 
have been before his untimely death. Looking frail, Jackson is 
raw  yet passionate in his “comfort zone as well as viewing the 
process for staging a massive concert.

Clearly, Jackson is very much the “hands-on” artist-
performer always striving for perfection. A fitting epitaph, “This 
Is It” calumniates  his musical vision into a theatrical spectacle 
that consists of many performance highlights  and a couple of 
new music video interpretations for :”Smooth Criminal” with 
Michael being  green screened alongside  Hollywood screen 
legends, Edward G. Robinson, Humphrey Bogart and Rita 
Hayworth, and a new 3D graveyard sequence for “Thriller”.

Fascinating and impressive, there is no denying the multi-
talents of this gifted performer and the appreciation and passion 
to stress the lasting power of music in performance and in life, 
The insight of this filmed legacy makes This Is It” a worthwhile 
keepsake.

PG; 111min. Sony Pictures Home Video; Available: 
Jan. 26

SURROGATES (***) As surprisingly effective  futuristic 
mystery thriller with a psychological edge, in which robotic 
clones living splintered lives with their human counterpart that 
initially decline criminal aciutivity and other social ills..

Bruce Willis heads an impressive cast portraying a 

golden haired FBI agent and his partner (Radha Mitchell) 
are summons to investigate the murder of a  college student 
outside a night club whose human life mysterious ends 
when his clone his dies that also happens to be the son of the 
reclusive inventor of the  robotic clones (James Cromwell. 
Ving Rhames co-star as a Rasta messiah-like prophet who 
might be involved in this conspiracy that plunges Willis’ 
character trying to figure out who or what is guilty but  who 
can he trust during his investigation that leads to a thrilling 
climax.

R; 88min. Touchstone Pictures Home Video; 
Available: Jan 28

THE BOYS ARE BACK (***)  There is nothing false 
or sentimental from the raw and emotional material based 
on Simon Carr’s 2001 memoirs set in Australia’s outback 
countryside that involves journalist –father who loses his wife 
due to a sudden Cancer stricken death, who must suddenly 
face being a better dad over his usual permissive parenting 
policy toward his  six year son. That only worsens when his 
teenage son from his first marriage arrives for an extended 
visit that makes Owens’s character confront the “father-son 
relationship with his elder son, An honest depiction done 
warm, creditable acting and sensitive yet firm direction.

PG-13; 103min. Miramax Home Video; Available: 
Jan. 26

ON VIDEO
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everywhere how do we 
help the children cope? 
If these are questions 
that you would like to 
have answered, in the 
effort to make change. 
Contact CPS and voice 
your opinion at http://
www.cps.edu or call 
(773) 553-1000.

If you are a 
parent and your child is having a problem 
with sleeping, or paying attention in school 
due to the effect of any traumatic situation 
that they have been faced with Dr. Charles 
Sophy Medical Director for the Los Angeles 
County Department of Children and Family 
Services suggest that you:

1) Acknowledge: Let your children 
know that you have concerns. Hiding 
information will make the child worry 
more.

2) Monitor: Be mindful of the amounts 
and types of media coverage in your home.

3) Reassure: Support your child in 
a manner that is age-appropriate, and be 
aware of behavioral changes.

Always ask for assistance when 
unsure of how to proceed.

Resource: (see http://ezinearticles.
com/?Mommy-Whats-A-Hurricane?--
Helping-Your-Child-Cope-with-Natural-
Disaster&id=65197

For more information on websites 
that will help your child deal with trauma 
whether you are a parent or teacher log on 
to:

Disaster Recovery: Children’s Needs 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/human/
disint.html

YALSA: Dealing with Tragedy & 
Terror http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/profdev/
dealingtragedy.htm

Coping with Disaster: Tips for Young 
Adults http://www.nmha.org/reassurance/
youngadults.cfm

NAEP: Disaster, Helping Children 
Cope http://www.naspcenter.org/safe_
schools/coping.html

AAP Offers Advice on Communicating 
with Children about Disasters http://www.
aap.org/advocacy/releases/disastercomm.
htm

Children, Stress and Natural Disasters 
(resources for educators) http://www.
ag.uiuc.edu/~disaster/teacher/teacher.html

National Institute of Mental Health 
http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/index.aspx.

If you would like to contact the staff 
of Concerned Haitian-Americans of Illinois 
(CHAI) contact Marc Anthony Sénat at 312-
545-6614 or Shantel Nelson at 312-802-
4444 or log on to http://www.chai-haiti.org/ 
to volunteer or make a donation.

For more information about Haiti’s 
Opportunity for Primary Education (HOPE) 
contact Ludovic Comeau at

773-263-8870 (HOPE’s) location in 
the united States is:

9240 E. Prairie Rd.
Evanston, IL 60203

Sistah from 
page 4

“Don’t Forget About Us.” The picture is a 
courtesy of CC.
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THE TOOTH FAIRY (**) 
Hollywood dusts off another script idea 
that reportedly was originally intended for 
Arnold Schwarzenegger who wisely decided 
on a career change.

As a harmless fantasy comedy, “The 
Tooth

Fairy” doesn’t have much comedic 
bite over its silliness. Just an energetic 
pacifier for the kids that fails to have enough 
“wisdom teeth” in its humor for adults 
beyond the sight gags. 

The whole scenario centers on 
Dwayne Johnson as an embittered, former 
pro hockey player, Derek Thompson whose 
pro hockey career was short circuited by a 
shoulder injury that sidelines him into the 
minors. 

Where Thompson is relegated to 
the team’s popular enforcer known for his 
aggressive defense on opponents who lose 
a tooth in battle that gives Thompson the 
nickname, ‘the tooth fairy”. Until an arrogant 
and cocky young hockey player considered 
the future of the hockey franchise makes a 
big splash at Thompson’s expense 

Thompson’s contempt and frustration 
begins to show through, when he discourages 
an aspiring fan –kid’s hockey dream and 
later debunks his girlfriend Carla’s (Ashley 
Judd) youngest of two kids, Tess who 
believes in tooth fairies. When the money 
for the child’s tooth Thompson borrows to 
cover a card game bet, is briefly missing 
from underneath the child’s pillow. The 
child is almost shattered when the mother 
steps in to keep Derek from saying “there is 
no such thing as a ‘tooth fairy’.

Later that night in his bed Thompson 
receives a summons for “Dissemination of 
Disbelief” that transport him to a tooth fairy 
waiting station to meet the Queen of tooth 
fairies (Julie Andrews) who sentences him 
for being a “dream killer” to a two week duty 

as a tooth fairy given random assignments 
and being supervised by a nerdy caseworker, 
Tracy (Stephen Merchant) whose never 
gotten his wings (I guess, Clarence from 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” wasn’t available!)       

After a white haired Billy Crystal 
briefly appears as an essential tooth fairy 
equivalent to James bond’s late gadget 
wiz, Q; providing Derek with varied Fairy 
accessories to help him be invisible, shrink, 
use amnesia dust to make people forget what 
they’ve seen, scare cats away, etc 

While usually at an inconvenient time, 
Derek is given assignments to sneak into 
homes to steal the child’s tooth in exchange 
for money.

Along with the initial mishaps that 
occur because Thompson’s heart isn’t in 
what he’s doing because he doesn’t believe. 
Thompson not only has to struggle with the 
hot shot hockey star taking his spotlight. But 
Derek is trying to win back Carla by trying 
to break down the barrier with her older son, 
Randy (Ryan Sheckler) in need of support 
toward his guitar playing in the upcoming 
school talent show

Of course, it feels longer than the 
film’s brisk 90 minutes, for Thompson to 
get the point when he encourages Tracy 
to pursuit his wings, makes Tess see that 
fairies do exist. But the overall moral point 
involves the importance of imagination that 
helps develop a person.

But even a slew of five credited 
screenwriters can’t develop enough 
imagination of its own to fully sustain this 
fluff piece of amusement. PG; 88min. A 20th 
Century Fox Pictures Release – Presented 
at selected theaters

EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES
(***) “Extraordinary Measures” 

builds itself on true –life premise that is 
every parent’s nightmare. Brendan Fraser 
plays a successful marketing executive, John 
Crowley who’s forced to leave his lucrative 
job, insurance, etc. to find a cure for his two 
of his three children stricken with Pompe 
disease. A form of muscular dystrophy that 
involves interior enlargements due to a lack 
of a certain kind of enzyme. 

In the opening scene; John arrives 
late to celebrate his wheelchair-bound, 8 yr 

old daughter, Megan’s birthday party. But 
the next day, the child suffers a medical 
emergency that lands her in the hospital. 
Where doctors proclaim there is nothing left 
they can do and they (the parents) might as 
well enjoy the time they have left with their 
children. 

Which naturally John is unable to 
accept. After spending late nights reading 
articles about promising research on 
this debilitating disease by an eccentric 
Dr. Robert Stonehill (Harrison Ford), a 
compromise of several real life doctors 
that were part of the research team that is 
dramatic license to move the story along.

After suffering a miscommunication 
by phone, John sudden bolts from the 
hospital, leaving his wife (Keri Russell) 
briefly in the lurch. John travels to the 
University of Nebraska to track down Dr. 
Stonehill at a local bar. 

John discusses his plight with the 
doctor who needs outside funding to fully 
continue his research. This leads to John  
to pretend to head up a Pompe Disease 
Foundation that  aggress to raise a half 
million to fund Dr. Stonehill’s theory and 
research.

After quitting his job and beginning 
a slew of fundraiser to raise the money, 
Dr. Stonehill arrives at the couple’s home 
and receives a check for $91G’s. Stonehill 
admits learning more about John Crowley 
through the internet. Yet, the eccentric 
doctor decides to team up with the Crowleys 
because he feels John will fight harder than 
any real foundation. Because of his personal 
investment of his children’s’ lives are 
involved.

But then the film shifts into a battle of 
wills between John Crowley and Dr., 

AT THE FLICKS
 David H. Schultz, film critic

See Flicks page 11

have a computer”, and the State should pro-
vide funding to make that a priority.
•   If you were elected Lieutenant Governor 
of the State of Illinois, what issues would 
you champion, and why? 
Each candidate indicated that they would 
make employment their number one prior-
ity.  Mr. Castillo  emphasized green jobs in 
deconstruction (taking the parts of existing 
buildings and re-using them in the rehabili-
tation process), while Senator Hendon em-
phasized jobs in construction.
The audience was also given an opportunity 
to ask their own questions as follows:
“What about safety in the public 
schools…”?
“What about the raising of taxes…”?
“What about issues affecting school clos-

ings…”?
“Why not have elected school boards”…?
There was a 10 minute break in the program 
within which candidates from other races 
were allowed to greet the audience and meet 
and greet their neighbors.  Cook County 
Commission Robert Steele gave remarks 
from the stage, and asked for the audience’s 
support in the upcoming election. 
Rovonna Baldwin, an 11th grader introduced 
the candidates for State Representative in 
the 9th Legislative District race, including 
Bruce Jackson, Dorothy Walton and Jerry 
L. Patton.  Students provided a Power Point 
presentation of the roles and requirements 
for the office of State Representative and 
introduced Ms. Arlene Jones, the modera-
tor for the panel. A student panel prepared 
a series of “yes”/”no” questions as follows 
(summarized list)

Debate from page 5
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North Lawndale residents should 
be concerned about HB0063 and SB0043, 
which amend the Prevailing Wage Act to 
include in the definition of “public works” 
projects located in Empowerment Zones 
and TIFS. The Illinois Prevailing Wage Act 
requires contractors and subcontractors to pay 
laborers, workers and mechanics employed 
on “public works” projects in Illinois no less 
than the general prevailing rate of wages for 
similar work in the county where the work 
is performed. As it stands, the Act includes 
all publicly funded construction projects for 
schools, roads, transportation, sports facilities, 
airports, renewable fuels (any work done on 
state property or with state funds). The bills 
have been introduced, and are currently in the 
Rules Committees of the Illinois House and 
Senate Chambers.

Senate Sponsors Sen. James F. 
Clayborne, Jr. - Iris Y. Martinez - Martin A. 
Sandoval - Jacqueline Y. Collins - Michael 
Noland, Ira I. Silverstein, Kwame Raoul, 
Linda Holmes, Emil Jones, III and Donne E. 
Trotter

House Sponsors Rep. John A. Fritchey 
- Jay C. Hoffman and Jack D. Franks

While I support the idea of union labor 
and living wages, I am concerned that the 
bills, in their current form, do not provide 
adequate protections for African Americans 
living and doing business in Chicago’s TIF 
districts and Empowerment Zones.  

1. There seems to be a conflict 
between TIF program goals and objectives 
regarding employment of local residents 
and legislation regarding compensation for 
construction workers. The stated goals of 
a number of TIF redevelopment plans is to 
increase employment opportunities for the 
people who live in the impacted communities.  
However, current and proposed legislation 

favors unionized labor on public works 
projects. If HB0063 and SB0043 are passed 
in their current form, our government will 
have effectively cancelled out one of the few 
tools available to encourage the hiring of 
African Americans on construction projects.

2. African American construction 
workers and laborers are less likely to be 
union members, but more likely to live in an 
Empowerment Zone or a TIF. Unless there 
is serious intervention, African Americans 
who live in TIF districts or Empowerment 
Zones will be on the “outside looking in” in 
their own communities, using their own tax 
dollars.

3. Local community-based developers 
often lack capacity to effectively compete in 
the market place. Requiring prevailing wages 
for TIF funded projects could raise even 
more barriers to emerging community-based 
developers who cannot afford to pay union 
wages.

4. The 7 TIFs that impact the North 
Lawndale community have a combined 
job training budget of over $23 million.  
While there is evidence that job training 
programs have been funded through the 
City of Chicago’s TIFs, neither the audited 
statements, or TIF overviews provide data 
as to what the training programs are, how 
many jobs were created, or whether any local 
residents were hired. We don’t need anymore 
special designations without accountability. 
If the State is going to include TIFs and 
Empowerment Zones in the definition of 
“public works”, the State should require 
monitoring of local hiring, and reporting of 
the results on a public website. 

5. While some of North Lawndale’s 
TIF-funded projects receive HUD funding, 
there is no evidence of compliance with HUD 
Section 3, which provides that developers 

make reasonable attempts to hire low-income 
workers and resident-owned businesses in 
impacted communities.  These data are not 
captured in the City’s TIF reports.

The lack of transparency and 
accountability is compounded by a number 
of factors, including the need to reinforce 
principles of self-determination and personal 
responsibility among our students; limited 
opportunities for African American children 
to attend schools that adequately prepare 
them for living wage jobs after graduating 
from high school; African Americans’ limited 
access to the trade unions; and the need 
for more effective advocacy on the part of 
African American elected officials, business 
leaders and members of the nonprofit sector.

Contact State Representative Arthur 
Turner ((773) 277-4700) and Senator Hendon 
((773) 265-8611) today.  Ask them to reach out 
to their colleagues in the Rules Committee, 
both chambers of the State Legislature and 
other interested parties to amend these bills to 
protect the interests of low-moderate African 
Americans who live in Empowerment Zones 
and TIF districts.  Ideally, they should consider 
alternatives that include a comprehensive 
study that  identifies key issues and outlines 
strategies to address them; development of 
a work plan and compliance plan to ensure 
that African Americans are proportionately 
represented in employment and contracting 
on Public Works Projects; creation of critical 
pathways to access to union jobs; plan for 
comprehensive community outreach; and 
language for community benefits.  There 
should be mechanisms put in place for 
monitoring at the State level as well.  

If you have other suggestions as to how 
these bills should be modified to better serve 
North Lawndale, do not hesitate to let them 
know.

State Legislature Poised to Designate  TIFs and Empowerment Zones as 
Public Works Projects: Good for the Unions, Not So Good for North Lawndale

By Valerie F. Leonard

I guess no greater tribute can be 
given to the dream of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. than to have the celebration of his 
birthday holiday (Monday, Jan. 18) occur 
on the occasion an African American 
president marking the first anniversary 
of a black administration in a nation once 
wedded to white supremacy.

Still, had King lived to see the 
21st Century fruits of his 20th-Century 
aspirations for his people, I do not believe 
he would be pleased with the nightmares 
of black hopelessness and helplessness 
that his blood has purchased for his 
people more than a generation after his 
death.

I also would like to think he, too, 
would have also realized before now 
that the true responsibility of black 
people in America lie not in securing 
white America’s validation, but rather in 
exposing their country’s corrupt hypocrisy 
to the world from the perspective of 
our own historical and contemporary 
experiences here. His dream of a just 
America was never rooted in the reality 
of his time or American history. Perhaps 
it never will be.

Understand me, I concede there is 
no getting around the integration King 
died for; we have to live within the 
society in which our history is rooted. 
To that end, we too, must be able to 
successfully function productively in this 
land of our ancestors. We must educate 
our children and socialize them to aspire 

LANE CHANGE: Celebration of King Holiday Time for 
Being Black to Matter

A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE - the1tlane@yahoo.com
to success as defined by simply achieving 
an honest, productive life that contributes to 
his/her growth as a person and the growth of 
their community and family.

We once aspired to those values 
because our circumstances afforded us no 
other choices. But while we no longer are 
powerless against our circumstances, we 
have abandoned the principles and character 
that sustained the spiritual strength of our 
fore parents, enabling them to survive 
and eventually defeat their institutional 
oppression. And we do their legacy great 
dishonor today as we have allowed our own 
spirits to be conquered by despair in the 
attempt to define our success in terms of a 
defeated doctrine.

If White Supremacy is dead, why then 
are black people defining their progress in 
America by white standards?

Nearly a decade into the 20th Century, 
a great African American said there should 
be no such thing as a black millionaire as 
long as there is one black person in America 
who is in need.

 I remember the words of that 
brother because today in 2010, we, too, 
are experiencing the turn of a century that 
promises the stresses and strains of change. 
A new era cannot exist of itself if it roots 
remain in the time that has gone by.

 We should do better because we 
should know better.

And that truly is the challenge Black 
America must assume if its existence within 
the United States in the 21st Century is to 

truly progress beyond the guilt-tripping and 
self-victimization pathos of a time gone by.

Let’s be for real.
We have allowed the Jesse Jacksons 

and Al Sharptons and other civil rights 
hustlers of their ilk to victimize us far too 
long simply to support a multi-million dollar 
affirmative action/ civil rights industrys 
built upon good public relations for white 
guilt at the expense of real black self-
empowerment, the only truly effective form 
of empowerment any group needs to first 
achieve if it is to effectively venture into the 
arena of special interest politics as practiced 
in a land not given to giving anyone anything 
simply for goodness sake alone.

 We are the victims only of our own 
attempt to reject the genuine heroism of 
our Black History in an attempt to convey 
black progress as the eventual realization of 
a post-racial America. We fight for political 
correctness when the damage remains the 
same. We decry “offensive” words while 
excepting blatant injustice depending on 
who’s “getting paid.”

Is it not absurd that a people who have 
endured the denial of their humanity in the 
name of property and profit would someday 
tout property and profit as true and just 
prerequisites for their progress?!

As the Apostle Paul would say, “God 
forbid.”

This is how we have allowed ourselves 
and our children to be mesmerized by the 
Michael Jacksons, Michael Jordans , Bill 
Cosbys and Oprah Winfreys of the world 

who further reinforce our perceived 
inadequacies by touting their material 
successes as the simple product of 
“American Values”—thereby ascribing to 
common blacks who do not climb to such 
precipitous economic heights the tags of 
lazy, unfit and unwilling to conform to the 
hypocritical values of a society that has 
been perpetuating defeatism and despair 
among poor people since its history, 
especially poor black folks who have 
been systematically kept impoverished in 
spirit as well as in purse for more than 
four centuries. A few fortunate blacks 
“get theirs” and immediately, anyone 
who doesn’t get any simply isn’t worthy. 
White folks tell that lie every time they 
have the most guns. 

The recent Harry Reid (Obama 
as a “…light-skinned African American 
with no “Negro dialect...”) and Rod 
Blagoejvich (“I’m blacker than Obama”) 
incidents underscore the heart of 
hypocrisy that continues to supply the 
lifeblood of this country and its politically 
correct oppression of black folk.

And when a white man has the 
public audacity to call himself blacker 
than a black man, not only is it an 
indication that black folks and their 
experiences don’t really matter to white 
people, it also shows that somewhere 
along the way, it stopped mattering to 
black people either.

Gerald Frazier ,15th Ward 
Sandra Glenn, Executive Director, Preven-
tion Force Family Center, 24th Ward, 29th 
Ward, 
37th Ward 
Dorothy Goldsmith, 24th Ward 
Millie Goldsmith, 24th Ward 
The Grand Boulevard Federation, 2nd Ward, 
3rd Ward, 4th Ward 
Sharahn Graves, 4th Ward 
Demetrice Griffin, 29th Ward 
Rosalind Henderson Harris, 5th Ward 
Derrick Harris, President and CEO, North 
Lawndale LSC Federation, 2nd Ward, 22nd 
Ward, 
24th Ward, 27th Ward, 28th Ward 
Janice Hobson, Bradley Youth Center, 24th 
Ward 
Bobbie Johnson, President, Rosenwald 
Commons Land Trust, 3rd Ward 
Arlene Jones, Austin Weekly News, 37th 
Ward 
Rose Joshua, President, Chicago Southside 
NAACP, (All Southside Wards)  
Trudi Langendorf, 50th Ward 
Lawndale Alliance, 2nd Ward, 22nd Ward, 
24th Ward, 27th Ward, 28th Ward 
Minister Sylvia Jones 
Valerie F. Leonard, 24th Ward 
Susan P. Malone, Esq., 47th Ward 
Aviva Miriam Patt, 35th Ward 
Victoria Quero, 25th Ward 
Donna Ramey, 20th Ward 
R.A.T.E.S. Economic Development Group, 
LLC, 28th Ward 
Rickey L. Robertson, 5th Ward 
Janis Robinson, Park Manor Neighbor’s As-
sociation, 6th Ward 
Zina Simmons, 24th Ward 
Mahaley Somerville, 24th Ward 
Richard Townsell, 24th Ward 
Michael Trout, Executive Director, YMEN, 
24th Ward; Lawndale resident, 22nd Ward 
Dwayne Truss, 29th Ward 
Rev. Anibal Vega, CEO, The Center for 
Community Development Initiatives, 16th 

Stabilization from page 
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Church Space Available
Banquet Hall Space Available

Groups - Weddings - Churches

(847) 201-8107
Pastor Grant

LOOKING FOR A JOB OR A NEW 
CAREER?

8 Week Insurance Training Course.
FREE training get your state approved 

Insurance License.
Make up to $35,000 first year.  Marketing, 

Sales, State Laws,  General Knowledge  about 
the Insurance Profession.  Must be at least 

at least 18 years of age, and serious minded.  
Limited seats. Must register ASAP.  Classes 
held 2 days a week at Home of Life Church,  

4650 W. Madison Avenue..Daycare available. 
Classes start  Tuesday, February 23, 2010  

For more Information Call:773—557-9482 
or773-287-3032

Ward, 
20th Ward 
Dorothy Walton, Community Activist, “The 
Fighting Fifth”, 2nd Ward, 24th Ward, 27th 
Ward, 28th Ward 
Rev. Stanley Watkins, Chief of Staff, Office 
of Rep. Bobby L. Rush; Wards: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 34 
WECAN, 5th Ward, 7th Ward, 20th Ward 
Rhoda Whitehorse, No Games Chicago, 
43rd Ward 
Dorothy Williams, 24th Ward 
Attorney Melissa Williams, 24th Ward 
Savannah Williams, 3rd Ward 
Woodlawn Development Collaborative, 5th 
Ward, 7th Ward, 20th Ward 
Gladys Woodson, United Block Club Coun-
cil 22nd Ward, 24th Ward 
Get Involved: Call Alderman Suarez, Chair-
man of the Committee on Housing & Real 
Estate, at 773-486-6488 to ask him to hold 
a public hearing to provide an update on 
the Neighborhood Stabilization Program. 
Call your alderman to ask him/her to call 
Alderman Suarez to host a City Council 
hearing on the matter. To add your name, or 
the name of your organization to the list of 
supporters, or to submit a letter of support, 
contact Valerie F. Leonard at 773-521-3137 
or valeriefleonard@msn.com.

Sistah from page 4

YOUR
AD

GOES
HERE
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The	North	Lawndale	Community	News’

CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it 
Here In the North Lawndale Community News
Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

Don’s
Auto
Parts

Chicago     Westside HOMAN SQUARE 
APTS. WAITING LIST OPEN 2br $880-
3br$980 Tenant pays light &  gas. Section 
8 Welcome, Pick up application at 3607 W. 
Polk. Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 Sat 9:30-12:30 
pm 
Apartments for Rent 3 bdrms, newly 
renovated, carpeted, tenant pays utilities, 
3500 W. Douglas Blvd. 3 floors available, 
call Ms. Barnes at 773 521-4977.
APARTMENT FOR RENT 2118 S. Keeler 
Nwly Rehabbed 2 BR Apts. $700-750 mo + 
sec, Sec.8, utilities not incl. 312-925-3164
APARTMENT FOR RENT 1917 S. 
Christiana. Deluxe 2BR one BA apt. cute 
blk near police station & Pink Line Kedzie 
stop. Greystone 2-flat, quiet bldg. Gut re-
habbed in 2006. Newly painted, hdwd flrs, 
dishwasher, laundry in unit.  No smok-
ers, no pets, $900/mo 1-1/2 mos. sec. Call  
773/620-4986
1807 S. St. Louis.  Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units 
starting at $725 /+1 month security. Call 
(773)960-3817
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in 
nice quiet building. Hardwood floors. $750 
monthly. Ave. Westside location. Contact 
Mr. Johnson at 708 837-8684
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS 
in nice quiet building. 13th & Troy. $800 
monthly. No Credit Check. One  Month 
rent and One Month Security Upon Move-
In. Third Floor Apt. Call 773 522-3409 or 
773 419-3892 for a Showing.
APT FOR RENT1500 S. Hamlin Unit#2  
3bdrm 1bth LR/DRhdwd flrs . Call 630-
625-2812. CHAC aprvd
APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 
per month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-
1730

FOR RENT

Barbers Wanted – Westside 
Location. No rent 

Commission. For More 
Information Call

Mr. Jones at 773-889-9811

BARBERS 
WANTED

THE TOOTH FAIRY 
(**) Hollywood dusts off another 
script idea that reportedly was 
originally intended for Arnold 
Schwarzenegger who wisely 
decided on a career change.

As a harmless fantasy 
comedy, “The Tooth

Fairy” doesn’t have much 
comedic bite over its silliness. Just 
an energetic pacifier for the kids 
that fails to have enough “wisdom 
teeth” in its humor for adults 
beyond the sight gags. 

The whole scenario centers 
on Dwayne Johnson as an 
embittered, former pro hockey 
player, Derek Thompson whose 
pro hockey career was short 
circuited by a shoulder injury that 
sidelines him into the minors. 

Where Thompson is 
relegated to the team’s popular 
enforcer known for his aggressive 
defense on opponents who lose a 
tooth in battle that gives Thompson 
the nickname, ‘the tooth fairy”. 
Until an arrogant and cocky 
young hockey player considered 
the future of the hockey franchise 
makes a big splash at Thompson’s 
expense 

Thompson’s contempt and 

Flicks from page 8 frustration begins to show through, 
when he discourages an aspiring 
fan –kid’s hockey dream and later 
debunks his girlfriend Carla’s 
(Ashley Judd) youngest of two 
kids, Tess who believes in tooth 
fairies. When the money for the 
child’s tooth Thompson borrows 
to cover a card game bet, is briefly 
missing from underneath the 
child’s pillow. The child is almost 
shattered when the mother steps in 
to keep Derek from saying “there 
is no such thing as a ‘tooth fairy’.

Later that night in his bed 
Thompson receives a summons 
for “Dissemination of Disbelief” 
that transport him to a tooth fairy 
waiting station to meet the Queen 
of tooth fairies (Julie Andrews) 
who sentences him for being a 
“dream killer” to a two week duty 
as a tooth fairy given random 
assignments and being supervised 
by a nerdy caseworker, Tracy 
(Stephen Merchant) whose never 
gotten his wings (I guess, Clarence 
from “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
wasn’t available!)       

After a white haired Billy 
Crystal briefly appears as an 
essential tooth fairy equivalent 
to James bond’s late gadget wiz, 
Q; providing Derek with varied 
Fairy accessories to help him be 
invisible, shrink, use amnesia dust 

YOUR  AD
GOES HERE
312 492-9090
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21��	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

77�-�22-0122


