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Joe Kellman, a titan of the Chicago business and

philanthropic communities, died peacefully on Thursday,

January 7, 2010, at his home in Texas.  He passed away on his

90th birthday surrounded by his family. Upon retirement in 2001,

he and his wife LouAnne moved to Southern California, where

they were residing at the time of his death.

Joe Kellman was born on January 7, 1920, and grew in the

North Lawndale community of Chicago. In the 9th grade, Joe

had to drop out of school to work in his father’s glass shop.

After his father’s death, he and his brother Morrie assumed

ownership of the business. When they dissolved their

partnership in 1950, Joe took over two small retail glass shops

and grew them into The Globe Group, the nation’s largest

privately owned auto glass replacement company.  In 1999, Joe

sold the company to Belron International.

Joe’s achievements in business were rivaled only by his

charitable endeavors. He vowed never to forget his early

beginnings and pledged to serve youth and their families in

North Lawndale.  His interest in boxing led him to open the

Archie Moore Gym in 1961 at 1512 South Pulaski as an after-

school boxing club for boys.  Shortly after opening the gym,

Joe realized that sports alone could not change a young person’s

life.

In the mid 1960s, Joe, with the help of long-time friend Buddy

Hackett, transitioned the gym into the Better Boys Foundation

(BBF).  Toda y, BBF serves some 800 boys and girls each year

through licensed child welfare services, innovative out-of-

school time programs, and college scholarships.  Its operations

are housed in a 30,000 square foot, state-of-the-art facility

financed by the Joseph Kellman Family Foundation.  The new BBF Center opened in

2008 and represents Joe’s 50-year commitment to North Lawndale.

In 1988, Joe co-founded with Vernon Loucks, Jr., Chairman and CEO of Baxter

JOSEPH KELLMAN, 90; A LEGEND IN CHICAGO

BUSINESS AND CHICAGO PHILANTHROPY
International, and Fred Turner, Chairman and CEO of

McDonalds, the Corporate/Community Schools of America,

the country’s first corporate-sponsored school.  His intent

was to prove that the common business practices could be

applied to public schools to improve learning.  The Joseph

Kellman Corporate/Community School in North Lawndale is

now one of Chicago’s best performing.

Along with his successful business career, philanthropic

work, and advocacy efforts, Joe also bred racehorses and

promoted every major boxing event in the city of Chicago over

a 20-year period with friend and partner Ben Bentley.  His

premiere racehorse was Shecky Greene, an internationally

renowned sprinter that won the Eclipse Award as 1973 Sprint

Champion, the same year he ran in the Kentucky Derby and

set the pace for Secretariat in his record run.

Joe Kellman lived a long and fulfilling life that he shared

fully with his family and friends.  Joe was predeceased by his

daughter Celia (Cissy). He is survived by his wife LouAnne;

sons Jack and Richard Kellman; stepsons Bill and Bruce Suggs;

grandchildren Robert Saxner, Cindy DeMaio, Allison Cantrell,

Colette, Jake, Olivia, and Stephanie Kellman, and Suzannah

and Kye Suggs; and great-grandchildren Jaclyn, Dylan, and

Brooke DeMaio, and Owen and Maeve Saxner.

Joe Kellman will be remembered always as a man of

exceptional integrity who was committed to equity of

opportunity for all people.

A public visitation will be held Thursday, January 14, 2010,

at the Better Boys Foundation, 1512 South Pulaski Road in

Chicago.  Valet parking will be provided.  A private burial service

has also been planned.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that contributions be made to the Better Boys

Foundation, 1512 South Pulaski Road, Chicago, IL, 60623.

Joe Kellman

AT THE FLICKS
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Haiti Hit by Worst earthquake in 150 years

A photo released by Red Cross International shows an aerial view of people wandering around collapsed houses and
buildings in Port-au-Prince

W ith estimates that as many as

three million people may be affected

and over 45,000 feared dead by the

catastrophic earthquake which hit Haiti

Tuesday, the American Red Cross is

releasing an additional $9 million for

earthquake relief, bringing its total

commitment so far to $10 million to

support relief efforts in Haiti.

Priority needs in Haiti are food,

water, temporary shelter, medical

services and emotional support.

Thousands of  volunteers are aiding

their fellow Haitians. Disaster

management specialists are scheduled

to arrive today from the United States,

Peru and Mexico to join local Red

Cross staff already on the ground in

the disaster zone.

The International Committee of the

Red Cross (ICRC) has a plane full of

mostly medical items on the way to

Haiti from Geneva. ICRC staff, including

engineers, a surgeon and family linking

specialists are expected to arrive in Port-

au-Prince this morning. Other partners

have deployed a mobile hospital,

medical teams, and 40 staff to help with

sheltering, providing water, sanitation,

and telecommunications.

ICRC is helping reconnect

separated families in Haiti through a

special web site which enables

people in Haiti and outside the

country to search for and register

the names of relatives missing since

the earthquake. In the first twenty-

four hours, more than 6,000 people

have been registered.

The best way to help is to make

a donation to the American Red

Cross International Response Fund

at redcross.org or by calling 1-800-

RED-CROSS. Donors can designate

their gifts to Haiti relief. Donations

to the International Response Fund

allows the American Red Cross to

respond to global emergencies and

disasters.

In addition, donors can text

“Haiti” to 90999 on their cell phone

to send a $10 donation to support

Red Cross relief efforts in Haiti. The

mobile giving effort raised more than

$3 million by Thursday morning, and

all money raised goes to support

Red Cross relief efforts in Haiti.
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Looking for life 
insurance? 

Eric J Lindsay Agency
3708 W Roosevelt Rd

Chicago, IL 60624-4228
(773) 638-1700

elindsay@amfam.com

 
Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Life Insurance Company 

  

Circulation Verification Council is a third party

agency that audits and verifies our circulation which is

currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Where: 1211 S. W estern, Suite 203

Time: 6:00 p.m.

Date: Thursday January 21, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is W elcome!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:  CALL

312.492.9090

W riters’ Meetings!!

ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair

W ATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins

G rease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets

Hot W ater Tanks * Drains * Ejector

Sump  Pump * Low W ater Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning * Refrigeration

Installation & Repair W ork

For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

 North Lawndale Community News

W inner of the

2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News

W inner of the

7 th Congressional District 2004

Education Champion Award

Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis &

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

~~~~~~~~~~~~ The North Lawndale Community News is now published

weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to

help inform our community on resources, events, and issues

relevant to them and our neighboring communities. Our

community includes those who live, work, worship in, and/

or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive,

productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our

community members.

Board of Directors

Frank Bass, Chairman          Dennis Deer, Director

Marlo Kemp, Treasurer          Creative Scott, Director

Carolyn Lewis, Secretary          Marlone Finley, Director

Vivian Lewis, Director                             Norman Baldwin, Director

Betty Mason, Director           Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard

Advisory Board:

Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura

W ashington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

Consulting Editors and W riters:

W ilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel,

Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita W are, W arren Polk, David

Schultz, Reggie Lewis,  Angelic Jones, Mary Moran, Clemolyn

(Pennie) Brinson, Priscilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, Kabuika

Kamunga, Sophia Karalexis, X’ernona W oods,  Zaki  A.

Muhammad, Ben Protess, Demetrius Porter, David Tenario, S.

Mike Cook,  David Schultz, & Marlone Finley

Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.

Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita W are

IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen

Staff Accountant:

Communications Manager:

Resource Project Director: John Moore

Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel

Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes

Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen

Technical Assistant:

W ebsite Consultant: Lamont Simmons

Photography: Community members and writers

Strategic Door to Door Distribution (W eekly)

Community Y outh

Circulation: 15,000 copies

Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis and Johnny Ray

Lewis, Dominique Mack, distributed weekly over 28 0

dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout North

and South Lawndale, East and W est Garfield, Humboldt Park,

Austin, Pilsen and the Near W est Communities.

W eekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 months.

$35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 for 2

years

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the

dedicated work and support of the community, and made

possible with grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The

John D. and Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank

Foundation The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C.

Rosenthal), The Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S.

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), J-

Lab Institute, AfterSchool Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The

Illinois State Board of Education (State Senator Rickey

Hendon), State of Illinois Depart of Commerce and

Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate Rep. Art Turner,

The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the National Black

Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany Fund, and

contributions from our community, advertisers, and readers.

The North Lawndale Community News was started with a

grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative now

known as the Small Grants Human Development Corporation,

and the Steans Family Foundation.

North Lawndale Community News
1211 South W estern Avenue, Suite 203

Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162

W ebsite: w w w.nlcn.org

For Advertisement Rates
and all other inquiries contact us at:

NLCN

2010 FOCUS

THE NORTH LAWNDALE
COMMUNITY NEWS

YOUTH & REFLECTION

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has

completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when

we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed,

supported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research,

and/or completed our workshops. W e have helped many and

many have helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in

October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community Newsletter,

a focus was established. First, we thanked God for making

the newsletter possible. W e stated that confidence in the

good of the people was the motivating force behind it. Many

resources and events are available to us and our neigboring

communities and the role of this newspaper is to provide you

with that information. Since then, the newsletter has become

a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and organizational size.

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”.

Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state

of the family in our community. W e focused on providing

helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore

vitality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic W ellness”. Our hope

was that everyone in our community join us as we moved in

the direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work,

recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeavors

worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a

community, we are dominated by results of low educational

levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environment,

and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we pushed

forward to improve life in our community on many levels and

by many people from within the community, as well as

concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused

on helping our community acquire a better quality of life

through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth

creation.

In 2005, it was Technolog y, Business Development, and

Employment. W e chose to include a strong focus on

providing information and articles on resources in those areas

because there was a growing unemployment rate in North

Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are

among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health,

Education, and W elfare. Health is essential to a good life.

Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness especially

in an economy driven society. W elfare is unavoidable in

showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People and

Education. Our history of people is great. People have strived

to create progress in our community, raised their families,

created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, and worked

in the community. All year long NLCN focused on articles

related to people and education throughout our newspaper,

weblog, and website that serves the W estside of Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services

and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was

the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technolog y. There are

many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighboring

c ommunities. Anyone of them are the most important to any

individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH &

THE EC ON O M Y. One of the major issues of the recent

presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs have

become an escalating burden for employers and consumers

alike. Research has shown that total health spending is

reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for their

health and the expenses related to it. One of the best ways to

increase life expectancy while reducing disability is to

encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on our

previous years of focus, as we progress to a better quality of life.
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North Lawndale residents should be

concerned about HB0063 and SB0043, which

amend the Prevailing W age Act to include in the

definition of “public works” projects located in

Empowerment Zones and TIFS. The Illinois

Prevailing W age Act requires contractors and

subcontractors to pay laborers, workers and

mechanics employed on “public works” projects

in Illinois no less than the general prevailing rate

of wages for similar work in the county where the

work is performed. As it stands, the Act includes

all publicly funded construction projects for

schools, roads, transportation, sports facilities,

airports, renewable fuels (any work done on state

property or with state funds). The bills have been

introduced, and are currently in the Rules

Committees of the Illinois House and Senate

Chambers.

Senate Sponsors

Sen. James F. Clayborne, Jr. - Iris Y . Martinez

- Martin A. Sandoval - Jacqueline Y . Collins -

State Legislature Poised to Designate TIFs and

Empowerment Zones as Public W orks

Projects: Good for the Unions, Not So Good for

North Lawndale
Valerie F. Leonard

parties to amend these bills to protect the interests

of low-moderate African Americans who live in

Empowerment Zones and TIF districts.  Ideally,

they should consider alternatives that include a

comprehensive study that  identifies key issues

and outlines strategies to address them;

development of a work plan and compliance plan

to ensure that African Americans are

proportionately represented in employment and

contracting on Public W orks Projects; creation

of critical pathways to access to union jobs; plan

for comprehensive community outreach; and

language for community benefits.  There should

be mechanisms put in place for monitoring at the

State level as well.

If you have other suggestions as to how

these bills should be modified to better serve

North Lawndale, do not hesitate to let them know.

Michael Noland, Ira I. Silverstein, Kwame Raoul, Linda

Holmes, Emil Jones, III and Donne E. Trotter

House Sponsors

Rep. John A. Fritchey - Jay C. Hoffman and Jack D.

Franks

While I support the idea of union labor and living wages,

I am concerned that the bills, in their current form, do not

provide adequate protections for African Americans living

and doing business in Chicago’s TIF districts and

Empowerment Zones.

1. There seems to be a conflict between TIF program

goals and objectives regarding employment of local

residents and legislation regarding compensation for

construction workers. The stated goals of a number of TIF

redevelopment plans is to increase employment

opportunities for the people who live in the impacted

communities.  However, current and proposed legislation

favors unionized labor on public works projects. If HB0063

and SB0043 are passed in their current form, our government

will have effectively cancelled out one of the few tools

available to encourage the hiring of African Americans on

construction projects.

2.  African American construction workers and laborers

are less likely to be union members, but more likely to live in

an Empowerment Zone or a TIF. Unless there is serious

intervention, African Americans who live in TIF districts or

Empowerment Zones will be on the “outside looking in” in

their own communities, using their own tax dollars.

3. Local community-based developers often lack

capacity to effectively compete in the market place.

Requiring prevailing wages for TIF funded projects could

raise even more barriers to emerging community-based

developers who cannot afford to pay union wages.

4. The 7 TIFs that impact the North Lawndale

community have a combined job training budget of over

$23 million.  While there is evidence that job training

programs have been funded through the City of Chicago’s

TIFs, neither the audited statements, or TIF overviews

provide data as to what the training programs are, how

many jobs were created, or whether any local residents

were hired. W e don’t need anymore special designations

without accountability. If the State is going to include TIFs

and Empowerment Zones in the definition of “public works”,

the State should require monitoring of local hiring, and

reporting of the results on a public website.

5. While some of North Lawndale’s TIF-funded projects

receive HUD funding, there is no evidence of compliance

with HUD Section 3, which provides that developers make

reasonable attempts to hire low-income workers and

resident-owned businesses in impacted communities.

These data are not captured in the City’s TIF reports.

The lack of transparency and accountability is

compounded by a number of factors, including the need to

reinforce principles of self-determination and personal

responsibility among our students; limited opportunities

for African American children to attend schools that

adequately prepare them for living wage jobs after

graduating from high school; African Americans’ limited

access to the trade unions; and the need for more effective

advocacy on the part of African American elected officials,

business leaders and members of the nonprofit sector.

Contact State Representative Arthur Turner ((773) 277-

4700) and Senator Hendon ((773) 265-8611) today.  Ask

them to reach out to their colleagues in the Rules Committee,

both chambers of the State Legislature and other interested

U.S. Representative Danny K. Davis is flanked by the four recipients of the 7th District’s Child
Advocate of the Year awards at Davis’ headquarters at 3333 W. Arthington St. last month honoring
their work of behalf of children in Chicago. From left to right are: Sankofa Safe Child Initiative
Executive Director Annetta Wilson; 3rd District Illinois Senator Mattie Hunter; 10th District Illinois
Representative Annazette Collins and One Family One Child Director Renetta Hunt. Photo by
Travles R. Lane

RECOGNIZING CHILDREN HELPERS
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WE WANT TO HELP 40 VETERANS

Children world wide

are forced to understand the

importance of education in

order to be accommodated

with great success. From elementary school,

middle school, to high school the preparation

period may seem strenuous to many children

but especially to those disadvantaged children

who are not receiving the help that they need to

move forward. Without the proper help that

they need from parents at home and with a

shortage of funds that would allow the proper

counseling and tutoring many children are stuck

to fin for themselves.

This is the reason why Eugene W olf of

“Better Life for Y outh” which is an organization

on the W est Side of Chicago has stood up and

taken the position as community leader amongst

the many organizations that are on the W est

Side of Chicago.

M r. W olf grew up in the Henry Horner

Projects on the W est Side of Chicago with a

dream to make a better way for disadvantaged

youth. Inspired by State Senator Rickey Hendon

whom he worked hand and hand with during the

political reign of the late Mayor Harold

W ashington, Mr. W olf always dreamed of being

a politician, however, after experiencing some of

the bad politics during Alderman W allace Davis’s

indictment, Mr. W olf decided that he would not

become a politician and took on the initiative to

move forward with his humanitarian cause by

way of helping - hands on.

 According to Mr. W olf who has a background

in Social work, the main goal is to allow young

children to understand that just because they

have been raised in “The Projects,” Chicago’s

low income housing or in any other situation

that has been identified as disadvantaged, this

should not define you a a person, because there

is a better way through education. Frank

Pitchford, Mr. W olf’s assistant follows up and

adds, “We come from the Projects but, this

From Sistah To Sister:  After School Really Matters
doesn’t mean that we can’t rise above statistics

and this is what we want to let the youth who

come from the same humble beginnings understand,

that life gets better, much better with education.”

M r. W olf is the Founder of ‘Better Life for

Y outh” and has been the Executive Director for the

last 13 years and all of the funding for the last four

years has come directly from Mr. W olf’s pockets

due to a lack of funding from the state, and Chicago

Area Projects has provided some help as well.

However, Mr. W olf has made a commitment to

himself and the community that a lack of funding

will never stop him from helping his community.

Although Mr. W olf comes from humble

beginning he was raised by both parents and

understands the importance of being raised by both

parents. In Mr. W olf’s 13 years of serving through

his organization he has found that 90% of the

children that he serves are without both parents

and feels that this may be one of the main

ingredients contributing to their lack of academic

success. However, Mr. W olf does mention that

the single mothers that have connected with his

organization are doing a great job at trying to make

a way for their children, which could be quite a

challenging task for a single parent in the inner city

of Chicago which is one of the major reasons why

organizations like “Better Life For Y outh” are

important according to Mr. W olf.

Better Life For Y outh has several different

departments that extend a helping hand to the youth

and the community at large. Where one department

entails an after school program that helps in the

mentoring and tutoring of children between the ages

of 6 and 13 from 2:45PM until 7:00PM another

department helps provide activities to students

between the ages of 14 and 18. Mr. W olf also

provides a service to teens who are in high school

that will allow for them to travel nation wide to

different Universities to do college tours.

Each year 15 to 20 students are enrolled into

Universities nation wide through this department

of “Better Life For Y outh.” On January 9th 2010

M r. W olf’s organization provided transportation,

food and chaperons for 34 students to visit

Monmouth College in

Monmouth Illinois in order

to to help the youth have a

better perspective about

secondary education and

the importance of getting a

secondary education. Mr.

W olf explains “To the child

that has all F’s we help, to

the gang banger on the

streets we help, to the child

that has been statistically

ostracized we help and even

to the child who is already

receiving the help that they

need at home we further

assist.....a “Better Life For Y outh” is what we

o ffer.”

On March 25, 2010 “Better Life For Y outh”

will be giving another college tour for youth in the

Chicago area. The tour will entail visiting Howard

University, George Town University, Georg e

W ashington University, George Mason University,

and Galluedet University in W ashington DC,

Morgan State University in Baltimore Maryland,

Bowie State University in Bowie Maryland and

Hampton University in Hampton Virginia.

Each student will also do a White House tour

and sit down and have lunch with the President of

the United States——President Barack Obama.

M r. W olf says “I’m really excited about this year

in particular because we have five sponsors that

are going to be traveling with us on this trip in

order to see what we are offering the youth——

we are changing lives.” Each student is required to

maintain at least a C average, have great school

attendance, have an excellent behavior report and

as well come to all of the meetings that are required,

to prepare each student for each college tour.

For more information on college tours for your

child please contact Mr. Eugene W olf at 312-671-

1026.

If your would like to help sponsor a child for

this and future college tours please call Eugene

W olf at 312-671-1026 or mail your donation to:

Better Life for Y outh

Attn: Eugene Smith

4215 W . W estend

Chicago, Il 60624

M r. Eugene W olf would like to give special

thanks to the sponsors who have already given

for the cause, this includes State Senator Mattie

Hunter, Dr. George Smith, Chicago Area Project,

State Senator Rickey Hendon, State

Representative Anna Zette Collins, State

Representative Ester Golar, State

Representative Lashon Ford, Metropolitan

Baptist Church, New Life Church of God in

Christ and Bethel New Life Church.

To view this story on line please go to

w w w.nlcn.org or for more of Tali Bakhit’s stories

please log on to www.examiner.com/chicago and

look under the icon education.

Tali Bakhit is a visionary journalist, writer,

entrepreneur, and owner of her own company

Bon-chic Productions.  Born and raised in the

inner city of Philadelphia, she knows the struggles

that young African American sisters go through

on the everyday basis.  As a writer for the the

North Lawndale Community Newspaper, Tali

has made a loyal commitment to give back to

the Sisters and prove yes we can all get along

and create a since of loyalty.  Peace & Light My

sisters.

Tali Bakhit
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AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

THE BOOK OF ELI (***)   “The Book of

Eli” is another cinematic vision of a post-

apocalyptic environment odyssey journey that

sort of takes its viewers to “church” in the

process. Even though, many other similar

doomsday scenarios offer some religious

overtones within their story.

But they aren’t as obvious and simplistic in

their delivery as in this film. However, first-time

writer Gary Whitta’s script and the Hughes

brothers’ direction wisely avoids any preachy-

like implants and temptations on its audience

through the film’s lone, morally symbolic

protagonist.

Following the recent slew of doomsday

movies and close to W ill Smith’s I Am Legend”,

Denzel W ashington gets to play the part of the

strong and silent type. A man of few words, yet

full of varied fighting skills.

W ashington plays the title role of Eli,  A

“Mad Max”-type stranger and a  loner with a

gruff and dirty exterior and a hidden arsenal

kept under his long, dingy coat traveling across

the desolate landscape heading W est on a

mission.

But like most lone wolf characters,

W ashington possess a hidden attribute within

his soft spoken demeanor—his

intelligence as an educated man that

is suggested by the book he carries

and guards and reads at the end of

each day— the King James Version

of The Bible.

There is also a symbolic aura to

W ashington’s character that

suggests one is almost invincible

when shot but lives from near point

blank range while possessing the

Bible. Such subliminal moments

seem to suggest a Jesus Christ

complex that is within us. And that

our strength from not from

understanding HIS word, but

carrying it out.

A thought that occurs in W ashington’s

character to show his human frailty when he

briefly loses his focus while being pursuit

and maybe saddled with his own version of

Eve in Mila Kunis’ role of Solara.

An y w a y, after Eli slices through a band

of maundering cannibals trying hijack him

on foot; to witnessing a motorcycle gang

killing a couple for their belongings. Eli

wanders onto am active, nameless town

presided over its residents and criminal

inhabitants by self appointed ruler, Carnegie

(Gary Oldman) who just summons those

bikers to examine the slain couple’s

belongings and sorting through varied books

in search of one particular book.

Soon after, as the new stranger in town,

Eli is summons over to meet Carnegie who

later observed his fighting prowess in a bar

scene and offers him to stay over the night

to consider working for him that Eli has

already declined.

Carnegie enlists the blind bartender,

Claudia (Jennifer Beals) to deliver his meal,

but soon after resorts to offering her

daughter, Solara (Mila Kunis) for dessert to

Eli. If she returned early that would mean certain

abusive treatment toward her mother.

Eli offers to share his dinner for

conversation with Solara who happens to eye

the bible. So afterwards, it’s not long after that,

that the chase begins with Solara wanting to

escape her life by joining Eli in his west-ward

quest. While being pursuit by Carnegie, his

main henchman, Redridge (Ray Stevenson) and

their men that eventually leaves to a shootout

at an old couple’s homestead.

Even when Eli is finally shot in the stomach,

the wound becomes his cross to bear. While

still alive when Solara manages to escape

Carnegie’s henchman Redridge by causing their

vehicle to tumble and later drives back to retrieve

the wounded Eli.

From here, the film begins to develop its

own spirituality in W ashington’s character that

is also symbolic for us. In dramatizing the

sacrifices W ashington’s character ultimately

has to be make, not unlike Christ did for

mankind. But the film manages to retain its

dramatic edge. While the script seems to neatly

form itself out of several films, from “Mad Max”

to “The Power and The Passion” to “Fahrenheit

451”

There is a clever twist that shows even

when Carnegie finally gets the bible. He really

doesn’t. While Solara manage to drive Eli into

a town to meet with a research professor

(Malcolm McDowell in an unbilled cameo role)

whose re-cataloguing every aspect of mankind.

Maybe in the future, they’ll get things right

this time. I don’t want to tip off the ending. But

let’s just say W ashington is very instrumental

in this department.

Directors Allen and Albert Hughes, best

remembered for their memorable debut film,

“Menace II Society” and last directed “From

Hell” that starred Johnny Depp nine years ago,

fails to bring enough distinction within this

film. While the Hughes brothers’ haven’t lost

their cinematic gifts and deliver an adequate

effort, capturing the visual despair within the

desolate with W ashington doing his own

variation of those spaghetti W estern anti-hero

character

 “The Book of Elli” is not as intellectually

stimulating as it could have been. But there is

enough in its words and actions that makes

what occurs matter without turning into a

sermon or a revival session. R; 118min. A

W arner Bros, Pictures Release – Presented at

selected theaters

THE LOVELY  BONES (**1/2) In his first

directorial effort since completing the “Lord of

the Rings” trilogy, Peter Jackson attempts to

explore the hereafter through a murder case.

Based on Alice Sebold’s book, Jackson “The

Lovely Bones”. takes a simple of tale of a

murder investigation as told through the victim

temporarily stuck somewhere in purgatory,

A 14 yr. old Susie Salmon (Saoirse Roman)

from suburban Pennsylvania who becomes

infatuated by a new teen at school from

England, Ray that distracts her from sensing

or noticing the impending danger from her

peculiar next door neighbor, widower Georg e

Harvey (Stanley Tucci) who lives in seclusion

creating miniatures homes and their interior.

While he sketches out the whereabouts and

builds a device that is part of his plot to lure

his next victim.

Meanwhile, Susie has a romantic

confrontation with Ray at school, in which they

were to rendezvous later.  But instead, while

heading home from school by cutting through

the cornfields. Susie encounters Mr.Harvey

who lures her to be the first to check out his

underground clubhouse.

Naturally, this turns out to be a fatal mistake

that Susie thinks she’s escapes her attacker.

Only to realize differently, when she spots her

father, Jack (Mark W ahlberg) searching for her,

See Flicks page 6
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but he suddenly disappears in the mist.

Eventually, Susie realizes she’s a restless

spirit caught between  heaven and hell, living

in a brightly lit autumn cornfields with a gazebo

in the middle. And soon after Susie returns

home to  a darken house. Where Susie only

hears her parents discussing their missing

daughter upstairs with police detective, Len

Fineman (Michael Imperioli) . Susie then

realizes not only has she been murdered by

M r. Harvey, but her body has not been found

While from this point m there may be a

slight suggestive nod to “Ghost”. For the most

part, There is a realistic interpretation and

approach that shows what life after death might

be for the “dearly departed” before they move

on to heaven or hell.

There is a similar process on the remaining

family members who also can’t let go or mover

on in their lives; led by the father, Jack (Mark

W ahlberg) won’t let go, searching and seeking

the truth, While his wife, Abgail (Rachel W eisz)

feels tormented by her husband’s denial and

determination. And there’s the visiting

Grandma Lynn (Susan Sarandon) who is quite

eccentric and obnoxious with her crass

behavior and drinking habit.

But there is a clue that is found by the

father from the mountain of photos from Susie’s

birthday camera that helps the father zero in

on George Harvey who also senses the threat

and avoids the initial confrontation that leads

to Jack damaging Harvey’s front door.

 Detective Fineman tries to reason with the

father for the sake of his family. But what no

one knows is that George Harvey is working

on a blueprint to snare his next victim—Susie’s

slightly older sister, Lindsey (Rose McIver)

who picks up when her father is hospitalized

from an attack by a teenager protecting his

girl, while the father was in

pursuit of Harvey in the

cornfields.

And this is where the film

begins to bother me and loses

some of its creditability apart from

the hereafter visual influences.

Not to sound like a plot spoiler

that is close to the film’s climax.

When Lindsey breaks into

Harvey’s house where the

slightness sound can be heard

by George who is extremely astute.

Lindsey carefully finds under the bedroom

floor board. A diary that details his diagrams

and plot for his victim along with newspaper

clippings.  From the slight sound from the floor

board, Lindsey manages to open the upstairs

w ind ow, rolls to the ground and barely escapes

being chased by Harvey.

The odd moment in the picture that might

have some viewers talking back to the screen;

is when: Lindsay runs into her house and into

the kitchen Since there is the possibility that

Mr. Harvey could burst into the house after

her. Instead, Lindsey allows for a tender

reunion to occur between her mother and

bruised father. When she should be screaming

and emotional, instead of looking calmly at

Grandma Lynn (Susan Sarandon).

While  George flees his house and travels

to a dumping spot to dispose of an old safe

box that obviously contains the missing body

that is sensed by Lindsey’s psyche schoolmate,

Ruth (dressed in black, naturally!). But George

doesn’t get too far after this, as either fate or

the afterlife’s karma intervenes to assure

George gets what he deserves.

Director Peter Jackson tends to over

indulge this simple tale of human lost, love,

redemption and revenge through his elaborate

vision and carefully worded narration of Susie’s

after-life in limbo that proves the fantasy that

doesn’t fully interfere with the reality of the

circumstance. It provides a different kind of

movie that is adequate, but perhaps not as

fulfilling as we anticipated.

R; 135min. A DreamWorks Picture Released

through Paramount Pictures

-Presented at selected theaters

Flicks from page 5

HALLOWEEN II

(*1/2)  Rob Zombie’s

sequel to his re-

visional remake of the

1978 John Carpenter

horror cult classic is

a bloody and violent

take  on the “family

that (through kindred

spirits) stays

together, slays

together”, in this

unrated director’s

cut.

Naturally, wrongly believed to have

been killed in the first”Halloween”. Michael

Myers treks through his own “killing

fields” to arrive in Haddonfield by

Halloween for an unscheduled family

reunion with the lone survivor and sister,

Laura. She now living with the town sheriff’s

family, but isn’t fairing too well under his

medication.

While Dr. Loomis (Malcolm McDowell)

arrives in town to promote his book on the

masked killer with avert effect for profiting

o ff the killer’s victims Until Myers arrives

in town and motivated by the ghostly spirits

of his suicide mother and his kid brother to

break and kill the sheriff’s family. While

kidnapping Laura taken to a wooden shead

house where Dr. Loomis seeks to redeem

himself.

The film doesn’t fully gel together well

enough the first remake, but Zombie

manages to bring closure that should not

bred another sequel. R rated and unrated

versions; Sony Pictures Home Video

THE HURT LOCKER (****)  One of

the best films of 2009 that examines through

this essential and suspenseful character

driven American war drama set in Iraq,

about the effect of war as a drug through

an Oscar worthy breakthrough

performances from Jeremy Renner as Staff

Sgt W illiam James, an enthusiast for his line

of dangerous work:  disarming improvised

explosive devices in citizen villages. While

being watched and guarded by his assigned

army squadron led by a concerned sergeant

(Anthony Mackie) who feels he might get

them all killed.

But when he develops concern and

compassion for a village kid that brings him

to confront aspects of the war on foreign

soil that takes him out of his element. A

fascinating and daring film by director

Kathryn Bigelow who also not be over

looked for an Oscar.

R; 120min Summit Entertainment Home

Video

 Coming to Home Video: Dylan Walsh

and Sela Ward star in the thriller remake

of “The Stepfather” due out Feb.

9…”2012” hits March 2….Clive Owen in

“The Boys Are back” due Jan 26…Bruce

W illis in “Surrogates” due out Jan.

2 6 … Walt Disney’s animated classic

“Dumbo”: Platinum Edition arrives Feb.2,.

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

D
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Do Y ou Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce?

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? Y ou Can Do it Here In the

North Lawndale Community News

Call 312/492-9090 To Place Y our Classified Ad!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 3 bdrms, newly

renovated, carpeted, tenant pays utilities,

3500 W . Douglas Blvd. 3 floors available,

call Ms. Barnes at 773 521-4977.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 2118 S. Keeler

Nwly Rehabbed 2 BR Apts. $700-750 mo +

sec, Sec.8, utilities not incl. 312-925-3164

APARTMENT FOR RENT 1917 S.

Christiana. Deluxe 2BR one BA apt. cute blk

near police station &  Pink Line Kedzie stop.

Greystone 2-flat, quiet bldg. Gut rehabbed in

2006. Newly painted, hdwd flrs, dishwasher,

laundry in unit.  No smokers, no pets, $900/

mo 1-1/2 mos. sec. Call  773/620-4986

BARBERS W ANTED

BARBERS WANTED – W estside

Location. No rent Commission.

For More Information Call

M r. Jones at 773-889-9811

APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in

nice quiet building. 13th & Tr o y. $800

monthly. No Credit Check. One  Month

rent and One Month Security Upon Move-

In. Third Floor Apt. Call 773 522-3409 or

773 419-3892 for a Showing.

1807 S. ST. LOUIS.  Conveniently located

near public transportation. Conveniently

located near schools. 2 bedroom units starting

at $725 /+1 month security. Call (773)960-

3 8 1 7

APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in

nice quiet building. Hardwood floors. $750

monthly. Ave. W estside location. Contact

Mr. Johnson at 708 837-8684

APT FOR RENT1500 S. Hamlin Unit#2

3bdrm 1bth LR/DRhdwd flrs . Call 630-625-

2812. CHAC aprvd

January  15, 2010

CHICAGO     WESTSIDE HOMAN

SQUARE APTS. W AITING LIST

OPEN 2br $880-3br$980 Tenant pays

light &  gas. Section 8 W elcome, Pick up

application at 3607 W . Polk. Mon-Fri

9:30-4:30 Sat 9:30-12:30 pm

Become Smarter

W ith Y our Money

A FREE

W orkshop

Attend a free

workshop at

1211 S W estern

Ave,  Suite 203,

Chicago., IL

Contact Veterans’

cause champion

Virgil Mathis

at 312-492-9090

or by email at

virgilmathis1@yahoo.com,

or contact

Jim Hunt at

224-422-0564 for

details.

APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W .est

100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays

$1095 per month + 1 mo security. Call

708/539-1730

Don’s

Auto

Parts
4433 W . Grenshaw

Chicago, IL 60624

Office: 773 638-1554

JoinUs for the Breakfast of Champions in

Honor of Senator Riskey Hendon

Candidate for Lieutenant Governor

Saturday, January 23, 2010 9am-11am

Ednas Restaurant - 3175 W . Madison

Donation $100-$500

Hosted by Ministers Business Community

Pastor Leon Miller - 773-858-0397

Verdell Trice - 773-848-2682

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Breakfast Set this
Saturday for Rickey
Hendon
Join us for the Breakfast of

Champions in honor of Rickey

R. Hendon, Candidate for

Lieutenant Governor. Saturday,

January 23rd (9-11am) at Edna’s

Restaurant & Banquets 3175 W .

Madison Street, Donation

S100.00. Hosted by Ministers

Business Community Pastor

Leon Miller, 771 858-0397,

Verdell Trice 773 848-2692.

The Westside for
President Todd H.
Stroger
invite you to An Open House/
Rally Sunday, Janury 17, 2010
3:00-6:00 pm. Stroger for
President Westside office
2746 West Madison Street,
Chicago, IL. Parking is
available at Catfish Corner
(Across the street from offcie
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