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Grade school students 
spent Saturday, November 20, 
with their fathers at Washington 
Irving Elementary School and 
participated in the usual activities 
that young urban people enjoy, 
such as playing video games and 
board games, shooting hoops, 
and…horseback riding? They were 
a part of the school’s first annual 
Father and Son Summit.

They arrived at 749 S. Oakley 
Blvd., where the school is located, 
to take pleasure in everything 
that Principal Valeria Newell 
and her volunteers had to offer. 
And what they had to offer were 
activities that were designed to 
give fathers and sons a chance 

 FATHErS AND SoNS 
BoND AT IrvING ElEmENTAry 

Nicholas Short

to spend quality time with each 
other. These activities—including 
game consoles, horseback 
riding lessons and motivational 
speakers—introduced a positive 
alternative for students that ranged 
from grades pre-K-8. The staff 
felt that this alternative is vital to 
the students who, like all youth in 
North Lawndale, are threatened by 
the risk of interacting with street 
gangs, drug dealers, and other 
dangerous elements in the area.

Registration for the fathers 
and sons was from 9 a.m.-10 
a.m. at the school’s gymnasium, 
and afterwards they were guided 
by staff members to the school’s 

See Bond page 4

Hundreds of well wishers, 
family, co-workers and friends 
filled the Lawndale community 
Church at 3827 W. Ogden Avenue 
on Friday, Dec. 3, 2010 to pay 
their final respects to a Lawndale 
“Hero”, Bobby Joe Butler. 

Butler had come to the aid of a 
26-year-old woman who was being 

SAyING FArEWEll To A lAWNDAlE “HEro”
BoBBy JoE BUTlEr “B.J.”

report. Butler saw what was going 
on, came up to the robber, tried to 
stop him, and was shot, according 
to the report.

The robber ran away. The 
woman was unharmed, according 
to police.

The robber was described as a 
black man with a dark complexion, 
about 5 feet 6 inches to 5 feet 8 
inches tall and weighing between 
165 and 175 pounds, according to 
the report. He was wearing a black 
pullover sweater and dark pants.

Chicago fire paramedics took 
Butler to Mount Sinai Hospital 
from the 1800 block of South 
Drake Avenue, a few blocks from 
the Millard Avenue address, Fire 
Department spokesman Larry 
Langford said.

Bobby had experienced many 
challenges and setbacks in his life 
which included incarceration, but 
had been turning his life around 
in a very positive direction. 
Upon his untimely death, Bobby, 

robbed at gunpoint in the 2100 
block of South Millard Avenue, 
according to Chicago Police News 
Affairs Officer Daniel O’Brien. A 
Fire Department spokesman said 
Butler was taken to the hospital 
from the 1800 block of South 

affectionately nick-named “B.J.” 
had his own apartment, was 
working two jobs and attending 
Lawndale Community Church.  

The Home Going Celebration 
in honor of this Heroic Samaritan 
who died “Loving God and Loving 
People”, was so very special.  As 
usual, Pastor Wayne Gordon and 
Pastor Joe, The LCC and Hope 
House Choirs and Pastor Darryl 
Saffore helped the family to 
celebrate Bobby’s life royally and 
bring meaning to the life that he 
lived. 

Departing this life as a “hero”, 
Bobby leaves to cherish his 
memories:  his mother, Katie Mae 
Butler; 2 sons, Terrance (Elizabeth) 
and Shandre; 2 daughters, Lakila 
and Amonica; 1 sister, Shirley 
Butler (Billy); and 4 brothers, Marvin 
(Penny) of Michigan, Vincent, 
Jerome (Kathy) and Jeffrey (Mirra); 
grandchildren and a host of nieces,    
nephews, cousins and friends.

Drake Avenue.
The woman had walked from 

a nearby “L” stop to her car and 
was about to get in when she was 
confronted by a man about 25 to 
30 years old who threatened her 
with a gun, according to a police 

Bobbie Joe Butler

Family of Bobbie Joe Butler

Fathers and sons playing board games together at Washington Irving Elementary 
School 

The tax cut proposal recently 
presented to the Congress will 
help many Americans  who need 
help, but it does not help many 
more, including some of those 
most in need - families who cannot 
find work, who face losing their 
homes.  In the face of a current 
unemployment rate of 9.8% and 
an expected rate over 8 percent for 
the next  few years, an estimated 
100,000 Illinoisans exhausting 
the maximum 99 weeks of 
unemployment assistance in 2010 
(two million nation wide), and 
record levels of food insecurity 
and foreclosures, I share the 
anger of my constituents that the 
Republican Leadership is holding 
critical assistance to struggling 
Americans ransom for hundreds 
of billions of dollars of tax cuts for 
the wealthiest 2% of Americans 
who have been receiving the lion’s 
share of the tax cuts over the last 
decade.  

I share the profound 
disappointment of my President 
and Democratic colleagues at 
the priorities of the Republican 
Leadership reflected in this deal 
- the position that the economic 
crisis justifies two years of 
assistance for the wealthy but only 
one year for those struggling with 
unemployment for less than 99 
weeks and nothing for those with 
the misfortune of having exhausted 
their federal unemployment 

Cong. Danny K. Davis 
on Tax Cut Proposal

benefits at a time when there are 
five unemployed workers for 
every job that comes available; the 
position that 6,600 estates worth 
over $3.5 million need $25 billion 
in tax relief but that we could not 
find only $2.5 billion - for TANF 
Emergency funds that created 
26,000 jobs in Illinois alone; the 
position that we can add $125 
billion to our deficit to lower the 
tax rate on income above $250,000 
but that federal workers pay is 
frozen and the poorest Americans, 
disproportionately children, get 
no additional aid to pay for food, 
shelter or heat.

My parents instilled in me the 
moral compass to aid those who 
have the least.  I remain resolute 
in my belief that the mantle of 
responsibility for caring for the poor 

See Hero page 7

See Davis page 7

Congressman Danny K. Davis
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The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
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Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

residents of the 7th Congressional District
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For more Information Call

312-492-9090

Christmas Sale
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Color Copies 25 cents
@ 

North lawndale News
1211 S. Western, Ste 203

312 492-9090
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Let just say this straight up.  I am sure 
that if I were in the shoes the family of Ontario 
Billups are wearing right now, I would 
certainly want a whole lot better explanation 
for his recent death than some antiseptic 
police statement that a female officer shot 
the unarmed man to death after he allegedly 
made an “aggressive movement.”  Just what 
the heck is that?

The 30-year-old South Side brother was 
killed around 8:30 last Saturday night (Dec. 
4) after being surrounded by Chicago Police 
investigating an alleged drug deal on the 8100 
block of S. Ashland involving the South Side 
brother. A formerly convicted drug dealer and 
attempted murderer, he is reported to have 
been seated in the passenger side of a suspected 
vehicle when Gresham District tactical officers 
responded and ordered him from the car. He 
was shot as he exited the vehicle.

Reading of his death at an online local 
newspaper site this past week after hearing 
of it on local TV newscasts, I was reminded 
my own experience of having multiple CPD 
weapons trained on me one hot Windy City 
night on the West Side.  It was 1995, and I 
was visiting here from North Carolina to 
attend a relative’s funeral. And after the rough 
treatment and threats of harm I received 
during that encounter, I was simply glad to  
not require anymore than the return of my 
pocket knife when all the cops surrounding 
me with drawn pistols realized I was not the 
suspect they had just been chasing moments 
ago.

They had taken the knife when I 
informed them I had it with my hands high 
over my head. “There is a knife in my right 
back pocket. It is not there because I am 
involved in or looking for any trouble.  I am 

from North Carolina, and we carry our knives 
down there as a tool,” I remember saying in a 
loud calm voice.”  I felt the need to pre-empt 
any perceived threat by me in them.

Commenting on its size, they gave me the 
knife back when they received confirmation 
I was not their man, nor was my nephew, 
who’d also been thrown to the ground in the 
incident and roughed up worse than I.

And speaking of North Carolina, I 
can also recall a hot, summer night there, 
standing bareback in only my under shorts 
with my hands held high underneath a 
porch light, in the pistol sights of nearly a 
dozen military policemen looking for a rape 
suspect.  A young Marine living with my 
wife and son in base housing at the time, I 
was again released when it was realized I was 
not the culprit.  And I thanked God that time 
too, that I didn’t sneeze, or that none of the 
mosquitoes buzzing the porch light decided to 
sample fresh blood while I was staring down 
gun muzzles.  In other words, I was grateful 
to not have to have my own possible death 
explained by such generic terms as “made 
an aggressive move,” and “officer feared for 
life” that would have actually only meant that 
I had reflexively slapped at a biting insect 
before the bullets struck. Like Martin Luther 
King Jr., I was also glad I hadn’t sneezed that 
night.

Now, I am pretty sure that with all the 
snowing going on that evening no mosquito 
bit Billups. But I have no idea what CPD 
is talking about when they say he made an 
“aggressive movement” while getting out 
of a car surrounded by cops.  And all us 
brothers on the South Side, West Side and 
all over this city need to know what the hell 
that movement is, especially if it is going be 

considered hostile enough to make a trained, 
professional police officer “fear for [their] 
life” and shoot us down in the street.

And we need to know now rather than 
later. Just as quickly as it took the authorities 
and news media to inform us that the unarmed, 
dead black man was also a convicted felon, 
as if that is something new in Chicago. And 
as if that is all the justification the person who 
shot him needed in taking his life.

I am sure Billups’ family, who have my 
heartfelt condolences, would like a better 
explanation, too.  For all any of us know, he 
could have simply slipped on the pavement.

Still, this tragedy harkens me back to the 
advice I constantly remind my 11-year-old of, 
and the lesson I incessantly drummed into his 
three, now adult brothers:  Stay away from 
any involvement with the police.  Period.

Because the very best thing a brother can 
do to avoid getting shot by the police is to 
stay out of their sights.

The current in-justice system prevailing 
in this country has already systematically 
deprived many us of our citizenship rights by 
arbitrarily targeting us with frivolous felony 
convictions that disenfranchise 
us and deny us a voice.  And 
it seems that in this case as in 
many others, those criminal 
records are also being used 
to justify our unwarranted 
harassment even unto death by 
any nervous officer who has no 
business in a police uniform 
or pointing a loaded gun at 
anyone, let alone an unarmed 
black man.

 Just saying.

lANE CHANGE: Stay out of Sights of 
law Is Best Policy for Brothers

A Commentary by Travles r. lane - The1tlane@yahoo.com
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and struggling is our collective responsibility 
as a people and as a government.  Some of my 
constituents who would benefit most from this 
deal tell me daily that they do not need this 
windfall; they would prefer to forego a little 
help get our economy back on track as quickly 
as possible.   

This agreement does include critical aid 
for middle- and low-income workers that will 
provide real help for those in Chicago, Illinois, 
and the nation.  In my District, the 2007 tax 
figures reveal that the Earned Income Tax 
Credit and the Child Tax Credit provided 
approximately 72,000 families with $171 
million and almost 40,000 families $39 million 
in assistance, respectively.  The 13-month 
extension promises to help approximately 
330,000 Illinoisans from losing their benefits.  

These policies are necessary but not 
sufficient to end our economic crisis.  This 
proposal fails to provide aid to the states 
and localities to save jobs; it creates no jobs 
programs; and it avoids fixing the higher 
education tax credit to help community college 
students.  Tax breaks for the affluent are the 
least efficient way to create jobs, with less than 
one dollar of return for every dollar invested.  
Further, inflating our deficit to lower the tax 
rates for the wealthiest 2% of taxpayers will 
ensure that we cannot take additional steps 
in the future to ameliorate the effects of this 
economic crisis, thereby condemning America 
to protracted economic hardship and millions 
of Americans to poverty. 

Davis from front page
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(Ages 55 Years and Up)

“Working people throughout Chicago are 
confronting a severe crisis. Like workers around 
the country and around the world, we are living 
through the deepest and longest economic 
depression since the 1930s. And there is no end 
in sight,” said John Hawkins, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Mayor outside City Hall after 
filing as a write-in candidate.

“The only party offering a real solution to 
the crisis in this election is the Socialist Workers 
Party. We tell working people the truth:

• that the crisis is the product of the natural 
and unavoidable workings of the capitalist 
system;

• that the only way out of this crisis and 
future even more severe crises is to replace that 
system with socialism;

• and, that to do that working people must 
organize a mass revolutionary movement to 
take political power and replace the rule of the 

Socialist Workers File Write-in Candidate For mayor
capitalist class with our own class rule.”

“Many of my opponents in this election 
refuse to say what they stand for. Those that 
do make clear through their proposals that the 
living standards, wages, working conditions, and 
quality of life of Chicago’s working class are not 
their priorities. Nor is the education of working 
class children and youth.

“My Democratic and Republican opponents 
try to convince us that there is a limited pool 
of money in the budget. But there is more than 
enough wealth in Chicago -- wealth we workers 
have created -- to provide for what working 
people need. 

“They also try to convince us that the 
spending priorities they are proposing are in the 
interests of all Chicagoans. But that’s not true 
either. Their priorities are in the interests of the 
class they seek to represent and defend – the 
capitalist class; and not in the interests of our 

class – the working class.
“At the same time that they are all proposing 

cuts in education and city services  -- which 
would mean layoffs and pay cuts for teachers and 
city workers -- they say nothing about the 20% 
of the city budget that goes to service the debt, 
and dare to propose increasing the 39% that goes 
for cops.

“Working people must stop relying on the 
twin capitalist parties to solve our problems. 
These parties always put the interests of the 
bankers, landowners, and industrialists first. We 
need a labor party, based on a fighting union 
movement, that puts workers’ interests first.

“I will use my campaign to advance this 
perspective and to help working people organize 
and fight to defend our class interests, and 
protect our class from the consequences of their 
economic crisis.

“Along those lines we will campaign for a 
shorter work week with no cut in pay to spread 
the available work, for a massive program of 
public works to build hospitals, schools, libraries, 

cafeteria. They received a continental 
breakfast, which consisted of muffins, 
Danishes, fruit and other non-meat breakfast 
items, at the cafeteria. The cafeteria was also a 
starting point for the group, who were divided 
into four teams: pre-K-2 graders became the 
 red team, 3-4 graders became the orange them, 
5-6 graders became the yellow team and 7-8 
graders became the blue team.  

After receiving a warm welcome and 
introduction by staff members, each team went 
to their first activities. Every team followed 
a slightly different schedule, but all of them 
received the same activities. These activities 
were located in four sections of the school: 

The cafeteria was where the video game 
systems were located. Two TVs—in addition 
to the television that has already been set 
up—were set up in the cafeteria, and each one 
obtained a game console. One TV set received 
a PlayStation and a few of its games, and the 
other received an Xbox 360 and some of its 
games. 

The gymnasium served young people 
interested in a chance to play basketball. With 
basketballs in their hands, they scattered to any 
hoop that was available and played with each 
other.

Room 204 had motivational speakers 
Brian Brown and Pastor Lonzo Harris, who 
encouraged kids and their fathers to be more 
open with each other. For instance, Brown, The 
owner of PRN Rehabilitative Services, spoke 
with them about issues that included everyday 
problems that elementary school students have 
to go through. Though it was difficult for the 
young people in the audience to speak up, the 
speaker was able provide a few nuggets of 
wisdom and conduct exercises with them to 
give them encouragement.

The teacher’s lounge was filled with iconic 
board games, including Monopoly and Candy 
Land. Those who entered the lounge partook in 
these games, most of which have been around 
since their fathers were children. Two volunteers 

were managing the area. One of them was the 
school’s 4th grade teacher, Nonilon Urgel, 
who joined the group to continue to make a 
difference in young people’s lives. “I want to 
be a mentor. My father meant a lot to me, so 
I kind of want to give back to children,” he 
said. Larry McCarter, the other volunteer, also 
wanted to be a mentor for children who need 
it. “I know what it’s like not to have a father,” 
he said. Though he has children of his own, 
McCarter wants to inspire other young people. 
“I’ll also be a father to other children as well,” 
he said.

The Multi-Purpose Room has “Etiquette 
and Dress for Success,” where young people 
learned the proper way to look and act when 
they are in public. 

Horseback riding lessons took place 
in the quad/courtyard. The Broken Arrow 
Horseback Riding Club, an African-American 
horseback riding group met with fathers and 
sons, and the sons took turns strolling around 
the field on a horse while members of Broken 
Arrow Horseback Riding Club guided 
them. Founded on January 15, 1989, the 
club celebrates the lifestyle of the American 
cowboy. 

The founding president of the club, known 
as Murdock, “The Man with No First Name,” 
felt that the Washington Irving Elementary 
School Father and Son Summit was a great 
way for the club to influence young people 
and would like to attend the event next year. “I 
don’t get a chance to interact with kids as much 
as I want to because of all different things that 
I’m doing,” he said. Therefore, the event helps 
him achieve one of the clubs goals, which is to 
offer young people a new outlet for education 
and recreation.

The event ended with everyone—fathers, 
sons, volunteers, and school staff members—
heading to the gym. An audience of dads and 
their children listened to closing remarks 
from Newell and staff members, who thanked 
everyone who participated in the event. There 
was also a raffle where those who entered 
won fabulous prizes and a step show that 
were performed by young children for the 
audience.

Bond from front page

roads, bridges and other needed infrastructure, 
for unconditional legalization of all immigrant 
workers, for an end to the cuts in education and 
social services, and restoration of what’s already 
been cut.

“We will also use my campaign to organize 
solidarity with workers in struggle throughout 
the state and the region, across the country, and 
around the world -- from the locked grain workers 
in Keokuk, Iowa to the locked out nuclear workers 
in Metropolis, to workers resisting austerity 
measures in Ireland, Greece and France.

“We will use my campaign to promote 
opposition to imperialist war – from the US wars 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan to preparations 
for widening the war in Yemen.

“We will join with fighters for social 
justice to defend abortion rights and oppose cop 
brutality. 

“And we will stand with those defending 
democratic rights and demand an end to FBI 
raids and harassment against antiwar and political 
activists and freedom for the Cuban Five.”
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Advisory Council for National Youth 
Financial Literacy Coordinator Hip Hop Summit 
-X’ernona Woods Encourages Youth to Save That 
Penny For A Sunny Day 

The time is “now,” to invest in educating 
youth about prosperity. According to Scarburrough 
Statistics 74% of youth are concern about their 
future, and 37 million Americans are living below 
the poverty level.  Financial literacy must be 
implemented within the curriculum of elementary 
schools. Let us deliver financial literacy to the 
door steps of the schools together.

We must embrace prosperity consciousness by 
investing in our “200 Banks, 200 Schools.  “Save 
That Penny For A Sunny Day” books and 
workbooks is a guide to this goal. Our books and 
workbooks educate youth about entrepreneurship, 
finances, and budgeting.  It also inspires and 
encourage prosperity for students and families. 

“Save That Penny For A Sunny Day”, is a  
book and workbook that educates youth about 
entrepreneurship,budgeting, and learning to 
create infinite possibilties. This is a book that 
introduces financial concepts and strategies and 
welcomes a new way of living financially sound by 
connecting prosperity for generations to come.  As 
a partner with the “Make A Wish Foundation,” 
a percentage of the proceeds will be donated to 
support turning dreams into reality.   

 
The goal is to have the “Save That Penny For A 
Sunny Day” book and workbooks delivered to 
youth and inspire a nation of youth to lead a  life 
of prosperity and service to all communities. 

In the areas of  finance and budgeting, 
“Save That Penny For A Sunny Day” serves as a 
catalyst for youth to accelerate their learning pace 
with improved thinking skills and an expanded 
repertoire of ideas and concepts. As young people 
learn from the monetary aspects and components 
emphasized in this literary effort, they increase 
their competitive edge and forge liaisons to future 
opportunities and growth and growth. 

“Unquestionably, Woods’ financial learning 
approach will foster viable work processes and 
sharing of fresh knowledge.”- Secretary of State 
and State Librarian, The Honorable Jesse White. 

“Thank you for teaching us about money, We 
learned alot!” -City Year.

“Thank you for recommending Ms. Woods. 
My fifth grade students enjoyed her.” Mrs. Travis, 
Chicago Public School Librarian

200 BANKS, 200 
SCHoolS 1 Save That 
Penny For A Sunny Day 
Prosperity movement!

lawndale Community Daycare 
Center

1800 S. lAwndale Avenue

looking for 2-6 year olds
WE HElP WITH PoTTy 

TrAINING
NoW ACCEPTING 

APPlICATIoNS
Final spaces going fast!
open 6am - 6pm
(773) 257-0497
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I lovE yoU, PHIllIP morrIS (***)        No, 
this isn’t a sequel to “Thank You for Smoking”. 
But “I Love You, Phillip Morris” turns out to be the 
ultimate bro-mance comedy so far. As well as the 
latest, unconventional comedy from writers/directors 
Glenn Ficarra and John Requa who a few years back 
literally put the holiday season on its ears with their 
2003 hit “Bad Santa”.
       Because of these writers’ cinematic reputation 
from their first cinematic collaboration; Ficarra 
and Requa’’s “I Love You, Phillip Morris” isn’t as 
cynical, crude or a foul mouthed assault. Still their 
the script does take a few risk that provides Jim 
Carrey and Ewan McGregor with their most daring 
performances based on the non-fiction book by Steve 
McVicker, a former Houston investigative reporter.
        As a child who was suddenly told that he was 
adopted by his suburban family. Steven Russell (Jim 
Carrey) still decides to be the best person he could 
be.  This includes getting married to a God-fearing 
wife (Leslie Mann); playing organ and singing in the 
church choir, and generally living a pure and descent 
life, free from any kind of wrong-doing 
          Still, Steve works as a Virginia Beach cop; 
who turns out to be only using his position to find the 
whereabouts of his natural mother that he wrongfully 
discovers her in-town location in a police file.
         But when Steve makes an unannounced  visit to 
her house to sees and talk to his mother with her new 
family looking onward inside, Steve gets no answers 
to why she dump him being the middle child; while 
she kept the other two children.
         So Steve abruptly decides to quit the force 
and move his family to Texas. Where he hides a little 
secret – he’s gay! A secret revealed when Steve leaves 
his lover, Jimmy’s (Rodrigo Santoro) apartment one 
night. 
        When a speeding cart runs through the intersection 
crashing into Steve’s car. Badly injured when he’s 
placed in the ambulance, Where Steve deliriously 
confesses being gay and its repercussions.
         Soon after Steven tells his wife and moves to 
Florida to assume his new life. Only to discover that 

AT THE FlICKS
David Schultz, film critic

being gay was more expensive than he could afford 
as a heterosexual.
         So Steven becomes a con artist that eventually 
lands in him a Texas prison. Where he meets, 
instantly shows” the ropes” to and falls in love with 
blonde haired, blue eyed inmate, Phillip Morris 
(Ewan McGregor)
          Through Phillip, Steven does the impossible not 
for himself. But its also clear for how many it ocurrs 
that Steven would have half the courage to do what 
he does illegal. If he weren’t so devoted to Phillip. 
This is not as uncommon as what a man does fort the 
love of a woman.  
           Even though, Steven proclaims his actions as 
fulfilling a promise to protect him always that leads to 
the slick and resourceful Steven adapts his con man 
abilities to get out of prison and assume a profession 
role posing as Phillip’s lawyer who maneuver and 
forges the paperwork that gets Phillip an early prison 

release.
          The two head for Florida with Steven living 
beyond his means to provide a comfortable life fore 
the both of them together.  Steven appears to have 
gone legitimate, getting a corporate job by managing 
to charm his way into being hired as a chief financial 
officer. At first, it appears the demands of  his job 
is cutting into his time with Phillip who tries to be 
understanding but is growing tired and  lonely. 
         While Steven actually not only balances the 
company’s income, but also gives himself 50% 
interest that he pockets in a separate bank account 
and begins to spend on expensive big ticket items 
such as “His and his” sports cars that turns a co-
worker into as whistler-blower.
         All of these incidents and more are staged 
in such a blunt force manner that is often bold and 
hilarious (without the lengthy and heavy expletive 
language from “Bad Santa”). The shock is in the 

homosexual relationship as played by Carrey and 
McGregor in that kind of leap of faith toward the 
story material that gives this comedy its creditable, 
humor and insight
         As referred in the film, the action that occurs is 
not only out of love, but it reflects Steven as a person 
who has lived his whole life as a lie and willing to do 
so for another 
         Not as an obsession with lying, but used as a 
means to keep his union with Phillip who finally has 
had enough. When Steven makes him an accomplice 
to his crimes that lands them both in prison again. 
Only there is a clever and elaborate twist when Steven 
learns he’s contracted AIDS that unexpectedly leads 
this movie on a high note that should be apparent 
because of Steven’s behavioral nature. But you might 
not see it coming until its too late.
         Of course, it’s understandable that a movie like 
this isn’t for everyone’s taste. But this is what makes 
“I Love You, Phillip Morris” such a shrewd and 
daring comedy that if you allow yourself to go deep 
into this film, you can relate to their feelings over their 
visual aspects of their same gender relationship.
r; 98min. A roadshow Attractions Picture 
release – Presented at selected theaters 
NIGHT CATCHES US (***1/2)  Writer-director 
Tanya Hamilton’s “Night Catches Us” delivers a 
very symbolic story that is indigenous to black urban 
life. While at the same time, focuses on a period of 
time that Hollywood hasn’t yet chronicled much in 
movies – the 70’s black power movement and its 
effects on those who locally took the philosophy 
of the Black Panthers party to heart and extremes. 
It was a time that briefly showed black unity in the 
hood before drugs took over.
         This urban drama is set in Philadelphia circa 1976 
when Jimmy Carter was campaigning for president 
by unifying the nation. (Sound familiar?). After four 
years away, Marcus Washington (Anthony Mackie) 
returns to his Philly neighborhood. 
         Marcus arrives in time for the funeral of his 
father. But Marcus also encounters conflict from his 

See Flicks page 7
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ThE	NoRTh	LawNDaLE	CommuNiTY	NEws’

CLassiFiED		maRKETPLaCE
Do you Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, rent or Announce? 

Are you looking for Employment or looking to Hire? you Can Do it     
 Here In the North lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place your Classified Ad!For rENT

oFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

SECTIoN 8 WElComE Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four bdrm 
apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer and dryer 
hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 west, 1300 
south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-793-0726
NorTH lAWNDAlE APArTmENTS 
For rENT Available 1 to 5 bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

3 BEDroomS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424

2 or 3 BDrS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated light 
fixtures. Available 
immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 
welcomed

HElP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2Bedrooms Heat-incl. $800 a 
month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 
773-287-5779
aPt For rent 7 rms, 3bdrms at 1654 
S. Homan 1st Fl., Newly decorated for 
$700/mo plus security. Call Rose Sanders 
773 557-9421

2 BDrm SPACIoUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg Garage Space available, stove &  
efrigerator included Garfield Park area,  2 
Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks  
from Green lineTenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

1807 S. ST. loUIS 
Conveniently located 
near public transportation. 
Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

lEGAl NoTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant 
to “An Act in relation to the use of an 
Assumed Business Name in conduct or 
transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of 
Cook County under file no. D10124326 
on December 7, 2010 under the Assumed 
Name of Raise You Spiritz  with the 
business located 211 S. Clark, #2580,  
Chicago, IL 60604. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Rachel 
A. Hatter, 902 S. Mayfield, Chicago, IL 
60644, 2nd fl.

lovEly 2 BEDroom APT 1st floor 
2 flat building. Ridgeway and Ogden. 
Negotiable security deposti. Electric and gas 
included. Off street parking, near pink line, 
and Lawndale Health Center. $925. Good 
neighbors. Call 773/727-2430

orGANIST  
WANTED

Pentecostal Church located in North 
Lawndale area is interviewing for an 
experienced organist. The Chosen 
candidate would be responsible for 
Sunday services; 1st Friday Prayer 
and Deliverance Service, along with 
training the choir and the Praise and 
Worship team. If interested please 
call Elder Larthes Sams at (708) 450-
0518

Black Muslim brother who is preparing 
to sell their father’s house that the brother 
allows Marcus refuge to clean up, but not 
to fix up that becomes short term living 
out of his late father’s car.
      While all around Marcus, the ghetto 
environment hasn’t changed much during 
his absence.  19 yr old Jimmy hustles for 
cans for money when he’s arrested for 
trespassing on private property. Jimmy is 
the hot headed brother to Patricia (Kerry 
Washington) still wearing an Angela Davis- 
like puff-out afro who shares her house 
with an up and coming lawyer, Carey Ford 
(Ron Simons) who pays her bills. So she 
can support her community via the Black 
Panther Party influences; by providing 
meals to the area children. But her efforts 
can’t changed the deterioration of her 
neighborhood that she refuses to leave. 
      Eventually, Patricia offers shelter to 
Marcus who; like herself was a former 
Panther supporter. Only Marcus has been 
confronted and smeared as a snitch by 
former ally, DeWayne “Do-Right” Miller 
(Jamie Hector) who blames Marcus 
for the cops shooting O’Neill who was 
married to Patricia, Marcus’ former 
flame he still has feeling for; who now 
has an inquiring ten year old daughter, 
Iris (Jamara Griffin) who only wants to 
know the truth about her father. This later 
occurs at a time that might jeopardize 
Marcus’ intentions with Patricia. But later 
when alone in the dark is sealed with a 
kiss and an overnight embrace.    
           Working to the advance of the 
script without much questioning,  It 
still looks odd how Marcus is able to 
convince Patricia to recognize the trouble 
her brother makes that isn’t safe for her 
daughter to be around.
           Even more apparent when Jimmy 
wanders the streets until he had a run-in 
with Marcus over the propaganda versus 
the fact of the Panther party that makes 
Jimmy leave the house and get a gun to 
off a “pig” sitting in his patrol car.
            Naturally, this brings down the 
wrath of the police force led by detective 
Gordon (Wendell Pierce) who’s the man 

that betrayed Marcus’ trust trying to 
protect O’Neill that led to his death. Now, 
Gordon forces Marcus to plant a gun in 
tavern where the organization resides; in 
order to frame “Do-Right” for the cop 
killing.  
   Instead, Marcus decides against the 
detective and gets rid of the gun and 
tells “Do-Right” of the plot. But Marcus 
manages to get off the hook with the 
detective; when the cops surround Jimmy 
hiding in some bushes as they open fired 
in unison without any retaliation from 
Jimmy. 
  As the portrait of a bleak future looms, 
decisions between Marcus who receives 
an out-of-town job offer and wants the 
determined Patricia to come with him. As 
she reconsider her option to stay for her 
community against the consequences that 
might affect her daughter.
    “Night Catches Us” emerges as a 
small but important and powerful social 
commentary along with its historic 
sufficiency that paints a portrait that 
reflects many communities during the 
Black Panther party era. 
   The film represents one of many stories 
to should be told that showed the inner 
city struggles and self pride under the 
party’s influence that made a difference 
that needs to be reborn today. 
         While there isn’t much fanfare in 
advance of this independently made film, 
“Night Catches Us” is worthy of your 
time and attention to check out sooner 
than later.
r; 88min. A magnolia Pictures 
release- 
Presented exclusively at I.C.E Chatham 
Cinemas (87th near Dan ryan
THE CHroNClES oF NArNIA: 
THE voyAGE oF THE DAWN 
TrEADEr  (***)
          In the latest screen adaptation from 
C.S. Lewis’s fantasy adventure books. 
“Voyage of the Dawn Treader”  sort of 
flirts with some aspects of a variation 
of Greek mythology and  seafaring 
pirate movies to pit Lucy and  Edmund 
Pevensie (Georgie Henley and  Skandar 
Keynes) living with relatives during 
England being at wart with Germany.
           While the brother and sister cope 

with their obnoxious, aristocratic minded 
cousin, Eustace Scrubb (Will Poulter) are 
suddenly flooded in the bedroom by an 
oil painting of an ancient ship at sea that 
makes Lucy think of the magical island 
of Narnia. They are transported to the sea 
waters. (Well, since the kid brother and 
sister have probably outgrown the closet 
in the previous films!)  They are rescued 
by Prince Caspian (Ben Barnes) and his 
crew on his sea vessel, the Dawn Treader.            
It’s an enjoyable reunion between Lucy 
and Edmund with Caspian, but the kids 
can’t figure why they were magically 
summoned for yet. Since Narnia has been 
at peace for three years.
      Still the kids become involved with 
Caspian whose on a quest searching 
for seven lost warriors each carrying 
an enchanted sword that might be 
collectively brought together enormous 
power to the evil forces behind the green 
mist and the Dark Island that could 
determine the fate of Narnia. As Caspian 
and the crew journey to reach the edge of 
the world where Aslan the lion (voiced 
again majestically by Liam Neeson) 
awaits.
    As the movie takes the crew through 
to encounter and battle through slave 
traders, a group of invisible one footed 
elves, along with various forms of 
temptation trying to turn Caspian and 
Edmund against each other.
          While the snobbish Eustace thinks 

R.I.P. Bobby Joe Butler (B.J.), 
June 17, 1955 - November 22, 
2010. 

An investigation is underway 
for the armed robber and anyone 
with information is encouraged to 
come forward. 

Hero from front page

Flicks from page 6

they are delusional when Luc and 
Edmund are referred to in royal terms, 
and an outspoken disbeliever to all 
things fairy tales being real. Until he’s 
later converted after he’s turned into a 
heroic, fire breathing dragon  battling a 
sea monster rip-off from “Clash of the 
Titans”. After Eustace tries to steal some 
gold artifacts in a sandy ditch.
    Even though, Eustace’s pompous brat 
attitude reminded me of the old “Lost in 
Space” TV character, the whiny villain, 
Dr. Smith (Jonathan Harris). Still, above 
the film’s veteran kid stars of this movie 
franchise, Will Pouter as Eustace Scrubb  
provides some of the movie’s better 
energy for his role and comic relief with 
the crew’s one of two non-human crew 
members, Reepicheep, a swashbuckling  
talking rat (voiced by Simon Plegg)
   Regardless of the 3D effect or not, the 
movie is better off without the influence 
since the depth isn’t always apparent 
to matter amidst the special effects 
wizardry. 
    “Dawn Treader” is entertaining enough 
as the latest “Narnia” entry that director 
Michael Apted makes serviceable like 
such genre films like “Jason and The 
Argonauts” and “The Seven Voyages of 
Sinbad”.  
          Even though its feels apparent by 
this time around that the franchise might 
be losing interest for its audience.
PG; 115min. A 20 Century Fox Pictures 
release- Presented at selected theaters 

noW leasinG
liberty square apartments

711 s. independence
large 1-4 bdrm. apts. 

rent from $702- $1,238
one montH Free rent *

Bonheur realty services corporation
773.538.3800 

www.bonheurrealtyservices.com
section 8 Vouchers Welcome!
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iNTERsTaTE
muffler	&	automotive	Repair

215�	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-522-0122


