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It may not be the golden 
rule, but “It’s better to give than 
to receive” is a maxim that is 
professed fairly often, especially 
around this time of the year. 

On December 23 at Saint 
Anthony Hospital, children in 
the Rauner Family YMCA’s 
pre-school program as well as 
Specialists Anthony Garcia and 
Marco Franco of the Illinois 
Army National Guard’s 1244th 
Transportation Company in North 

Toys Given to North Lawndale and Little Village Children
Saint Anthony Hospital invited more than 50 families who participated

Riverside gave out toys and gifts 
to children from Little Village and 
North Lawndale.

When Garcia heard that Staff 
Sergeant Whitley of the 1244th 
had donated 150 toys to be given 
away, he contacted city hospitals 
to get the toys to children before 
Christmas. In less than 48 hours, 
Saint Anthony, located at 2875 
W. 19th Street, invited more than 
50 families who participate in 
its Community Wellness, Parish 

Nurse, and Senior Wellness 
programs to come to the hospital.

 Up in the hospital’s eighth 
floor conference room, turned into 
a makeshift North Pole workshop, 
Garcia and Franco, along with 
Major Deborah Ulloa, LSW, 
from the Army Reserve’s 330th 
Medical Brigade at Fort Sheridan, 
distributed the toys to girls and 
boys, up to the age of nine. Moms 
received cuddly stuffed animals 
for their toddlers. 

Later, Garcia, Franco, and 
Ulloa handed out the rest of the 
toys to the young patients in the 
hospital’s pediatrics unit.

At almost the same time, 
“Jingle Bells,” “Feliz Navidad,” 
and “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas,” sung by children 
from the child care program at the 
Rauner Family YMCA, were being 
broadcast live from the chapel, 
twinkling with Christmas lights, to 
patient rooms over the hospital’s 

in-house video system. 
After their concert, the 

children, who had been learning at 
the Y about the meaning of giving, 
went up to the pediatrics unit and 
gave the patients there gifts that 
they themselves had chosen.

Garcia said he appreciated the 
partnership with Saint Anthony. 
Likewise, Saint Anthony was 
grateful for another opportunity 
to help out families in its 
community.

letter to the 
editor
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In the Line of Christmas Giving to Children

Creative Salon hosted its annul christmas giveaway to children. Creative 
Scott, Derek Brown, and Leland Harmon sponsored toys given to over 
100 youth in photo along with other sponsors through an annual toy and 
clothing drive ( See more photos page 7)

Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele and George Daniel’s of George’s 
Music Room at first stop giving  toys at Sankofa Safe Child Initiatives Sankofa 
House at 4041 W. Roosevelt Rd. pictured with some of the youth with toys 
and Exec.Director Annetta Wilson. ( See more photos page 7)

Samantha Bates (red top, gold hair) of Road To Righteousness Foundation 
with volunteers during their annual Christmas  gift giveaway to children.   
Ages  up to 13 years old received gifts. Donations were provided by Road To 
Righteousness, Toys for Tots and World Vision. ( See more photos page 7)

Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele and George Daniel’s of George’s Music 
Room at 2nd stop of toy giving at Stroger Hospital pictured with patient Erica. 
Many of the toys were donated by friends of George Daniels of come to his birthday 
party annually where guests bring a gift for children. ( See more photos page 7)
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
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Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
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cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
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Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date January 20, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

Christmas Sale
Black & White Copies 5 cents

Color Copies 25 cents
@ 

North Lawndale News
1211 S. Western, Ste 203

312 492-9090
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NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH
* WEIGHT LOSS

* ALKALINE WATER

* COLON FLUSH

* DETOXIFY THE BODY

* ULTIMATE CLEANSE

NEW LIFE HEALTH FOODS
3141 W. Rooseelt - Chicago, IL 60612

(773) 762-1090

It’s Better Than A Sweater

At this moment, we have a unique opportunity in Illinois to put the best 
interests of students and the teaching profession first. Leadership in both houses 
of the Illinois General Assembly have identified a small handful of critical issues 
to address in the early January session. The state’s budget crisis and performance-
based school reforms top that list.

The debate about performance-based education reforms has been going on for 
years.  Now is the time—and opportunity—for definitive action that puts students 
first. 

As the legislature prepares to address the myriad fiscal challenges facing 
the state, it’s important to remember that taxpayer money should not be spent 
on a broken education system, and therefore any revenue enhancement measures 
should be tied to and predicated on serious education reform that helps to fix 
our broken system.  Precious taxpayer dollars—our dollars—should be invested 
only in school systems that are proving they can enhance the learning experience 
and quality of education for their students. It’s imperative we build a system that 
demonstrates it can effectively and consistently prepare students for graduation 
and beyond, and in order to do so we need real change. 

One item being discussed as part of the Performance Counts education 
legislation this winter ties teacher retention and advancement to performance 
– and I could not agree more. In nearly every profession, it’s performance, not 
simple longevity, that matters.  Generally, in most industries, job performance is 
reviewed annually and excellent performance is recognized and rewarded. There 
is no job security based solely on the length of time you’ve worked somewhere. 
In the teaching profession, however, some teachers can be rewarded with tenure 
after working only four years in a district.  How does this make sense?  How does 
this measure classroom performance? 

The Performance Counts legislative package is not an attempt to take away 
teachers’ rights. The vast majority of teachers make a huge positive impact in the 
lives of children both inside the classroom and out in the community. This merely 
seeks to guarantee that all students in every part of our state have equal access to 
excellent teaching throughout their school careers.  That is only just, and it only 
makes good common sense.

That’s why I support putting teacher and school performance first.  I hope 
Illinois legislators make this their first priority in January.

Rev. Reginald E. Bachus
Pastor
Friendship Baptist Church
5200 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60644
friendship_baptist_church_chgo@yahoo.com
773-227-8478
www.fbcchicago.org

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
The Need for Serious Education Reform in Illinois

After the last General Election during 
November, 2010 the North Lawndale 
Community News (NLCN) decided to ask 
a few typical grassroots community readers 
the question: 

“What in your opinion was the reason 
the Democratic Party lost its majority 
vote in the House of Representatives in 
Washington, D.C.?” 

Herein are some of the responses that 
were given:

“…Because the Democratic Party 
has not been true to its campaign 
promises…”

“…Produce jobs (this) will show 
persons that the Democratic Party is 
trying…”

“…If the Democratic Party gets me 
a job, I’ll do whatever it takes to keep 
it…”

“…Something more has to be done for 
people with (criminal) backgrounds…”

“…The Democratic Party is not 
about (Grassroots) people…”

“…What is the Democratic Party 
doing for the working poor?”

“…We need to have Rallies, stand up 
for what we want.  Other ethnic groups 
get what they want for their community. 
Do we as Black People get what we want? 
No!

“…I didn’t see what would benefit 
me in this election…”

“…A lot of votes came from 
Republican who thought they voted for 
change and they didn’t get it, so, they just 

VOICES OF THE COMMUNITY
Abu Bakr Nurruddin

went back to the Republican Party…”
“…President Obama power to change 

things is limited…”
“…People are unhappy about 

jobs…”
“…Democrats didn’t get their 

message out…”
“…We are not coming out of this 

recession fast enough…”
“…Not enough Democrats voted…”
“…Democrats were too 

comfortable…”
“…Unemployment has people 

baffled…”
“…the Republican Party outspent the 

Democratic party this last election…”
NLCN phoned some political leaders 

offices and this is what was said:
Danny K. Davis-U.S. House of 

Representatives, 7th Congressional 
District. Ira Cohen suggested that the NLCN 
phone the White House which we did. The 
President was out of the country.

KIMBERLY LIGHTFORD, 
ILLINOIS STATE SENATE, DISTRICT 4. 

NLCN spoke extensively with Senator 
Lightford for over an hour here are some of 
her very sobering comments, they were:

“…Persons wanted him to and 
believed he could fix the problems he 
inherited in a short period of time…”

“…Persons don’t realize how much 
time it takes to get legislation passed…”

“Persons have forgotten that the 
Republicans had two consecutive terms 

and look at what they did…”
“…When President Clinton left 

office there was an economic surplus and 
persons had jobs…”

“…There’s a process that has to be 
considered here, it takes time to change 
anything...”

“…Republicans are in charge of 
the jobs (nationally), they are the large 
corporate owners …who don’t want to 
raise the minimum wage…”

“…There has been Stimulus Package 
monies spent …even though it didn’t get 
to all of who it was meant for…”

…President Obama has sent money 
to Illinois…none of this is talked about...
it’s not fair…”

“…Racism still plays its part…”
“…We can expect a Gridlock in 

federal government…”
“…President Obama has sent money 

to save Schoolteachers jobs…nothing is 
said about that…”

“…President Obama stopped a huge 
financial catastrophe…brought on by 
the Republicans…nothing is said about 
that…”

“…President Obama bailed out 
the Banking Industry no one has asked 
whether or not they were doing their 
jobs…”

“…Our government structure is 
designed to be a difficult process…we are 
not a monarchy…”

“..I’ve worked since 1999 to put a halt 
to Pay Day Loans Ripoffs and abuse…it 

took until 2005 to become law…I’m not 
going to sit around and let our community 
be financially abused…”

“…Downstate (black) Democrats are 
brainwashed to accept and go along with 
the established Vested Interest and Status 
Quo…”

“…The question ought to be asked: Is 
the U.S. Constitution really working for 
the betterment of Black People...look at 
its historical background…it’s a question 
of Power and Powerlessness…”

“…From the perspective of some 
ethnic groups, there ain’t nothing that 
President Obama gone do is going to be 
right…”

“…He has made a lot of 
appointments…”

“…We have to remember that 
numerically we are outnumbered in this 
country…”

“…the majority populations continue 
to come together to keep minorities such 
as ours down…”

“…We have to effectively and 
efficiently utilize our human and civil 
rights…”

“…We need to make sure we follow 
thru on building upon-NO CHILD LEFT 
BEHIND (NCLB) legislation…”

“…There is still a need that Black 
People need to make educationally and 
financially speaking…”

~  $ 2  O F F  C A R  WA S H  W i t h  T h i s  A d  ~ 
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   STYLIST WANTED

             CONTACT EBONI AT (773) 441-0900

$10 OFF
Tues. & WedNAIL TECHS WANTED

Youth Leaders from the Chicago Area Project (CAP)/Youth As Resources’ Youth 
Leader Program are pictured with Starbuck’s Manager Ryan Dobbertin during 
a holiday party at CAP’s offices at 55 E. Jackson. Dobbertin stated that he was 
motivated to contribute to the party because he personally works with a lot of kids and 
likes to what he can to help out. The youth leaders contacted all the companies that 
made contributions to the event including: Panda Express, Starbuck’s, Dominick’s, 
Avon, All Seasons, Chicken Planet, Dunkin Donuts, Jewel’s, Plymouth Restaurant, 
The Avenue, Quiznos, Aldi and Corner Bakery. “The teens were responsible for 
contacting all the donors,” stated CAP Program Director Kathleen Mosely. “It’s part 
of their leadership training.”

Youth Leaders from the Mid-Austin 
Steering Committee were among those 
who attended the Chicago Area Project 
(CAP)/Youth As Resources Youth Leaders 
Holiday Party at the CAP offices, 55 E. 
Jackson in Chicago. The collage in the 
background features all the donors who 
made the party possible: Panda Express, 
Starbuck’s, Dominick’s, Avon, All Seasons, 
Chicken Planet, Dunkin Donuts, Jewel’s, 
Plymouth Restaurant, The Avenue, 
Quiznos, Aldi and Corner Bakery. “The 
teens were responsible for contacting 
all the donors,” stated CAP Program 
Director Kathleen Mosely. “It’s part of 
their leadership training.” Pictured (front 
(l-r): Vanessa Lewis, 16, Janeisha Clark, 
15, and Michelle Boens, 15. Pictured 
(back, l-r): Byuan Johnson, 10, Karlyn 
Boens, 13, and Jerred Castleberry, 15.

Youth Leaders from the Chicago Area Project (CAP)/Youth As Resources’ Youth Leader Program are 
pictured with Ken Chan and the rest of his Panda Express team during a holiday party at CAP’s offices at 
55 E. Jackson. Chan stated that Panda Express donated to the event through its Panda Care Program, an 
outreach program that gives back to the community. The youth leaders contacted all the companies that 
made contributions to the event including: Panda Express, Starbuck’s, Dominick’s, Avon, All Seasons, 
Chicken Planet, Dunkin Donuts, Jewel’s, Plymouth Restaurant, The Avenue, Quiznos, Aldi and Corner 
Bakery. “The teens were responsible for contacting all the donors,” stated CAP Program Director Kathleen 
Mosely. “It’s part of their leadership training.”

caps  holiday party 
a success Mark Carter

Instead of standing in front of the audience to 
speak his mind during the aldermanic forum, Mark 
Carter spoke to the crowd from the crowd during the 
question and answer portion of the forum. “I like to sit 
in the crowd amongst the people and hear everything 
that’s going on,” he said.

A 37-year-old activist, Carter spent five years 
of his life as a prisoner in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections, and was not afraid to admit it. He confessed 
his time in jail to connect with the audience, saying that 
80% of the North Lawndale community is just like him: 
an ex-offender. But he wants to change that percentage, 
especially for the sake of the community’s children. “It 
is criminal for a system to be set up where most of your 
children go to the penitentiary, when they should be 
going to college,” he said.

To further appeal to the crowd, he discussed various 
issues that the 24th Ward is currently facing. One issue is 
that the ward, he said, has more developments waiting 

Due to the lack of room in the NLCN’s article “Aldermanic Candidates, Mayoral Candidates Speak to 24th 
Ward Residents at Lawndale Community Church” (located in the December 12-18 issue), this article 
features another aldermanic candidate, Mark Carter, who also spent a few minutes talking with the 
audience.

to happen than probably anywhere else in Chicago. 
The areas have more TIF funds than any community, 
yet only some of it is used to improve the area.

He also discussed the crime in area, stating 
that one area that does not get enough attention is 
the violence that police inflict on the young people in 

See Carter page 7

Aldermanic Candidate Mark Carter at Aldermanic Forum 
hosted at Lawndale Community Church
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DRIVERS NEEDED (North)
Over 25 with Drivers Licensed

Call (773) 457-9067 or (773) 457-9980

PRESTIGE CUTS
5800 W. Division

HAIRSTYLISTS 
WANTED

Call Thea At
(773) 457-9980

At Lawndale Community Church, two candidates 
and a representative of a candidate had ten minutes each 
to pitch their reasons as to why people should vote for 
them. After the aldermanic candidates said their peace 
during the December 8 candidates forum, the audience 
was also introduced to mayoral candidates and asked 
them a few questions.

Fredrick K. White, John Hu and a representative of 
Congressmen Danny Davis each spoke to the crowd for 
the event, which began at 6:30 p.m.—a half-an-hour after 
the aldermanic candidates ended their segment.

 FREDRICK K. WHITE 
A city worker for 25 years, White has worked in 

various areas of Chicago. Therefore, he said, that he 
knows what goes on in the city. And he wants to stop 
it. He said that, if elected, he will cut city officials’ 
salaries—including his own—by 30%. Want to stop city 
officials from prospering while others in the area are not. 
(Audience members clapped in approval of White’s idea) 
Unemployment, for instance, is much higher than people 
are led to believe (the percentage is 40%, according to 
White’s website, www.fredrick-k-white.com).

For education, he introduced a new concept: a new 
school schedule that provides education for students 
in the daytime and the night time (7am-2:45pm, 3-
10:45pm). He wants students to have more time to focus 
of their studies. Right now, he said, CPS students are 
merely memorizing their information instead of learning 
it. He wants to create a school system that asks students 
to go beyond memorizing facts and provides a more in-
depth education. 

More officers coming out than coming into White, 
who lives in Humboldt Park—the “Murder Capital of the 
City” according to him—said that more police officers 
are need to solve the crime problem that dwells within 
the city. He said there are more police officers are retiring 
from the police department than there are people who 
join the department. He wants to add more officers to the 
police department, and one of the ways that he will do so 
is to conduct a lateral transfer of officers, where the city 
brings in officers from other cities.

DANNY DAVIS
Davis had an important engagement in Washington, 

so he was not able to attend the event. Ira Cohen, Davis’s 
press secretary, showed up and served as his representative. 
Cohen, who has worked with the Congressman for 
more than 30 years, said that he knows him very well. 
Believing that Davis’s record speaks for itself, he felt 
that listing Davis’s achievements is unnecessary. Instead, 
Cohen offered to answer any questions the audience may 
have.

One audience member asked, why Davis wants 
to be mayor when so many people still need him as a 
congressman. “He needs to stay were he’s at,” he said. 
Several other audience members, clapped in agreement. 
Cohen replied by saying that the city needs a mayor that 
understands Chicago and a desire to make things work 
within Chicago “Being mayor of Chicago is a kind of a 
special job. If requires, in general, a very detail knowledge 
of the city to make it work for all its people,” he said. 
He adds that Davis has been an alderman in Chicago for 
11 years and Cook County commissioner for six years. 
Cohen said that Davis knows every activist in the city, 
knows thousands and thousands of people in the city, and 
is familiar with every department of this city.

Another question came from the event’s host, 

North Lawndale Residents Listen to Mayoral 
Candidates’ Speeches

Nicholas Short

Kyle, who asked how Davis will handle budget deficit. 
In response, Cohen said, a change in the tax structure, 
with less emphasis on property taxes, is needed to make 
taxing more fair and balanced for the social classes in the 
city. Also, the congressman wants to introduce such ideas 
as a progressive tax and sales taxes on large financial 
transactions. (For more information, people can go to 
www.dannykdavis.com)

JOHN HU
Hu said he is not like the “career politicians” and 

“political insiders” that has lingered within Chicago’s 
govern for quite a while. As soon as the election is over, 
he further explained, it is business as usual. He said that 
has no ties with anyone in Chicago, so he does not owe a 
debt to anyone. Other politicians—he does not point out 
any Chicago politician specifically—tend to take care of 
the people he or she owes a debt to instead of taking care of 
the people. Before making each decision as mayor, he will 
ask himself “Does my decision help or hurt the people of 
Chicago.” In fact, his catalyst that inspired him to run was 
the parking meter lease deal. He believes that the deal was 
not in the public’s interest. The audience, who was against 
the deal, clapped for John’s comment.

According to him, the crime issue within the city 
involves its police department. He explained that Jody 
P. Weis, Superintendent of Police, is from the FBI and, 
therefore, makes decisions on issues in Chicago that he 
knows nothing about. Other departments in the city have 
that problem as well. He uses Chicago Public Schools 
President Rob Huberman as an example as well, saying that 
the city needs an educator to run CPS instead of a CEO. In 
order for problems to be solved, Hu said, public officials in 
Chicago must understand what the people in Chicago are 
going through.

He believes that he is a person who understands what 
Chicagoans need. As an example, he talked about his sister, 
who was a CPS Teacher for 9 years. He discovered from 
his sister that, in Chicago, a teacher has to be both a teacher 
and a social worker. He asked rhetorically how teachers 
can teach if they are forced to act like social works as well. 
To take pressure off teachers, 
he will put 2 social workers at 
every school. He also believes 
that parents should be more 
involved in the children’s 
education.

One of the issues he 
vows to take care of is the 
city budget issue. As a 
solution he plans to hire an 
auditor outside of Chicago to 
take care of the numbers. He 
fears that choosing someone 
within the city will led to 
the same corruption that is 
already plaguing residents. 
An impartial, highly qualified 
auditor from outside of the 
city will help prevent any 
wrongdoings. (For more 
information about his ideas, 
people can go to his website, 
citizenmayor.net) 

(L-r) Danny K. Davis, John Hu and Frederick K. White
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CASINO JACK (***) Casino Jack” offers 
a light hearted yet intricate cinematic 
overview into the true  life incidents that 
involved self styled, cynical Washington 
DC super-lobbyist, Jack Abramoff (Kevin 
Spacey) who along with his  heavy drinking, 
womanizer protégé, Michael Scanlon 
(Barry Pepper) who utilize their political 
connections, and gaming knowledge and 
influence to  swindle millions away from  
varied Indian owned  casino operations..
       Jack also brings into the fold, a bumbling 
and sleazy, ex-casino owner turned “quickie 
mattress” TV pitchman. Adam Kidan (well 
played by Jon Lovitz) whose personal 
and professional mistake ultimately leads 
to Abramoff being removed by minority 
leader, Tom DeLay (Spencer Garrett) and 
later sentenced to prison.       
      The plan begins with Jack Abramoff trying 
to create his own empire while being already 
in debt through establishing a consultant 
firm that could ease his financial woes, 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

Still, Jack goes against his wife, Pam (Kelly 
Preston) in purchasing a rundown mansion 
building to be converted into a charity 
operation for kids and getting ownership 
of a South Florida gambling casino boat 
operation owned by an uncooperative Greek 
businessman
       This began with Abramoff and Scanlon  
trying to woo the Chippewa tribe via Bernie 
Sprague (Graham Greene) whose the only 
council member that disapprove of their 
service and  fee after Jack and Michael  try 
to win Sprague with a plane trips, gifts, etc.
        But Jack manages to gain the council 
approval after he uses his political clout that 
gets Sprague’s job position eliminated who 
afterwards begins to hound Jack. Eventually, 
things begin to unravel  when Michael shares 
too much with his wife-to be who later 
betrays him, And Adam uses a  senior Mafia 
type ,played by the late Maury Chaykin in 
his last screen role) accompanied by his 
young henchman to do his bidding on the 
Greek businessman who  earlier assaulted 

Adam with an ink pen in the face,
        The serious drama of political and 
financial corruption that leads into 
disclosure and murder is contempt by the 
film’s theatrical aura of Jack Abramoff 
who has a love for movies and  would do 
celebrity impressions and quote lines from 
movies that were done as a self proclaimed 
“icebreaker” during his everyday situations 
and meetings.,
        But what shouldn’t be overlooked under 
the late George Hicklelooper’s direction that 
paints a surreal world through Abramoff 
that represents a Republican view point 
toward people and life that somehow they 
think they are above. Even though these 
impressions are clarified or strong enough 
as it should have been. Considering what 
republicans have done within the last decade 
to this country
        For those interested in the inner workings 
of politics “Casino Jack” is a small but 
fascinating film with decent performances 
that suggests deeper problems than the 

individual chicanery of .such individuals 
who misuse their power for personal gains 
such as Jack Abramoff who often gives 
commentary and dialogue that offers an 
inside view of the political landscape.
        While in his own way, Abramoff is 
a racist by his comments toward Native 
Americans He also show contempt toward 
the demons he serves calling “Washington 
is Hollywood with ugly faces”.  “Casino 
Jack” is a film that shows a man caught up 
in his own paradox that also says a lot about 
how republicans think
R; 108 min. ATO Film release
 – Presented exclusively at the MUSIC 
BOX theater (2828 No. Southport Ave.) 

       It was a particularly serious year for movies. The 
bar was set higher on dramatic effort and content. While 
comedies left few moments to smile about. The moods 
of these dramas have a sense of irony that seems to 
capture the frustration and desperate nature of the times 
we are living in nowadays.
       The year in movies also was a major disappointment 
in the output and quality in minority oriented films. It 
always seems a previous year that gave us some progress 
with such films as “Precious”.   
       This year, black films tend to take two steps 
backwards with such films as Chris Rock’s black 
remake of the 2008 initially lame British comedy, 
“Death at a Funeral” or the mundane interracial family 
comedy, “Our Family Wedding”.
       2010 was a year to forget for black oriented 
films. While we remain hopeful yet optimistic that 
the minority actors, actresses, producers and directors 
will invest and take more of an active role. To step up 
their game to provide a wider spectrum of quality and 
quantity that is commercially and artistically profitable 
for all audiences to accept. 
      This will be the only way to break the cycle. gain 
and go against Hollywood’s acceptance that the number 
of minority themed movies will increase more than 
decrease. In the near future. Something to keep in mind, 
as you observes my choices in the best and worst in 
movies for 2010.
TEN BEST MOVIES OF 2010
1, THE SOCIAL NETWORK
2. INCEPTION
3. THE KING’S SPEECH
4. THE FIGHTER
5. BLACK SWAN
6. 127 HOURS
7. THE TILLMAN STORY
8. THE KIDS ARE ALL RIGHT
9.  INSIDE JOB
10. TOY STORY 3
Honorable Mentions:
“The Middle Men”, Cyrus”, “The Other Guys”, 
“Night Catches Us”, “Waiting for Superman”, 
“Girl with the Dragon Tattoo”, “Animal Kingdom”,”True 
Grit”,
“Tangled”, “Boxing Gym”  
TEN WORST MOVIES OF 2010
1. THE BACK UP PLAN
2. SEX AND THE CITY 2
3. DEATH AT A FUNERAL
4. A NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET
5. THE LAST ARIBENDER
6. BURLESQUE
7. WHEN IN ROME
8. LOTTERY TICKET
9. ROBIN HOOD
10. JONAH HEX
Honorable mentions:
“Yogi Bear”. “Little Fockers”, “Marmaduke”,”Cats and 
Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore”, “Due Date”
“I’m Still Here”, “Charlie St. Cloud”, “Cop Out”, The 
Switch”

Special Feature: THE 
BEST AND WORST IN 

MOVIES FOR 2010 
David Schultz, film critic
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ThE	NoRTh	LawNDaLE	CommuNiTY	NEws’

CLassiFiED		maRKETPLaCE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5 bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

3 BEDROOMS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated light 
fixtures. Available 
immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 
welcomed

HELP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2BEDROOMS HEAT-INCL. $800 
a month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-
287-5779
APT FOR RENT 7 rms, 3bdrms at 1654 
S. Homan 1st Fl., Newly decorated for 
$700/mo plus security. Call Rose Sanders 
773 557-9421

2 BDRM SPACIOUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg Garage Space available, stove &  
efrigerator included Garfield Park area,  2 
Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks  
from Green lineTenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

1807 S. ST. LOUIS 
Conveniently located 
near public transportation. 
Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

LEGAL NOTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant 
to “An Act in relation to the use of an 
Assumed Business Name in conduct or 
transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of 
Cook County under file no. D10124326 
on December 7, 2010 under the Assumed 
Name of Raise You Spiritz  with the 
business located 211 S. Clark, #2580,  
Chicago, IL 60604. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Rachel 
A. Hatter, 902 S. Mayfield, Chicago, IL 
60644, 2nd fl.

LOVELY 2 BEDROOM APT 1st floor 
2 flat building. Ridgeway and Ogden. 
Negotiable security deposti. Electric and gas 
included. Off street parking, near pink line, 
and Lawndale Health Center. $925. Good 
neighbors. Call 773/727-2430
2 BEDROOMS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo 
plus two months security Call 773-522-
0733

Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. Lawndale Avenue

773-257-0497 - 773-257-0499 fax

NOW ENROLLING
Open 6am - 6pm - 2 yrs.-6yrs.

Currently offering ballet 
classes and spanish classes.

No Co-payment for 3 months!
Parents must meet the following 

requirements:
* WORKING

* IN SCHOOL/TRAINING 
PROGRAM

~ FUN ~ FUN ~ FUN ~

LICENSED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

 

CLEAN SPACIOUS THREE BDRM 
apartment-newly rehabbed, large living room 
and kitchen, with appliances, hardwood 
floors, tenant pays heat, forced-air. Contact 
773 838-8471 that area. We know about the gang 

violence and what is going on among 
them, he said, but we never hear what 
the Chicago police are doing. He adds 
that, for the last 9 years, 400 young 
men and women were killed by 
police. He wants to let the authorities 
know that “our children are not your 
targets, that our community is not 
your targets.”

While speak of another 
topic, education, He said, “Since 
2004, we’ve been fighting and 
resisting Renaissance 2010 being 
implemented in the city of Chicago,” 
he said. Renaissance 2010, a project 
that was created to improve CPS, 
has created much pain to CPS, its 
students and their parents. One 
example is the change in gun activity 
within the school: in 2005 there was 
a 1% recovery of guns in CPS, but in 
2006 when Renaissance 2010 was 
implemented, gun recovery went up 
200%.

To solve these problems, Carter 
wants establish an entrepreneurship 
in the 24th ward to help control 
their area. He said that other areas 
in Chicago, such as Chinatown and 
Greektown, does not have a high 
murder rate like North Lawndale 
does “because they control their 
dollars.” In order to stop the 
killings and stop the poverty, the 
North Lawndale has to turn into a 
“Blacktown,” an area where African 
Americans prosper financially. 

“Being alderman is not a friendly 
situation. People downtown play a 
whole different game than what the 
community plays,” he said. “They play 
to win, we play to play.” He said that 
he is tough enough to play the game 
and will make sure that the people in 
city hall save a piece of their budget 
for the 24th Ward.

Carter from page 4

 C. THERESA KEY      MANAGER

  (312) 806-0646
  c.theresa@comcast.net

LEGAL SERVICES

Need A Lawyer?               We Can Help!

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESSES!!!

* CONSULTATION
* LETTER & PHONE CALLS
* CONTRACT REVIEW
* EVICTIONS
* BANKRUPTCY
* DIVORCE
* WILL PREPARATION
* EXPUNGEMENT

CALL THERESA TODAY
(312) 806-0646

AS LOW AS $38.95

Newsence with another volunteer unnamed, preparing to pass 
out christmas gifts, along Creative Scott & Derek Brown.

Cook County Board President Toni Precwinkle shaking 
hands with John R. Morales, Cheif Financial Officer, after 
giving out christmas gifts in the emergency.

Youth at Road to Righteousness Fdn. enjoy playing before 
Christmas gifts, food and other program activities.

Grandparent families with children receive Christmas 
dinner along with toys for youth at Sankofa House

We hope you 
had a blessed 

Christmas and 
Have a blessed 

New Year 
from all of us 
at Strategic 

Human 
Services 

and North 
Lawndale 

Community 
News
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EASY A (***)  Emma Stone gives a vibrant, star making turn as 
a high school student aiming to improve her social status; allows 
her identity to besmirched by a “little white lie” that mirrors her 
reading the 11th century novel, “The Scarlet Letter” and the book’s 
scarred heroine.  She makes use of her false adultery reputation by 
bartering for money and goods from male “losers” wanting her to 
claim to have had sex to help improve their image that nearly gets 
her ostracized from school.  While, the film’s energy and wit takes 
on a homage aura of those John Hughes’ 80’s teen coming of age 
comedies. PG-13; 90min Sony Pictures Home Video
SALT (***)  Angelina Jolie stars in this espionage action thriller that 
was originally intended for Tom Cruise. The rewritten script offers 
a strong showcase for Ms. Jolie who kicks but all over the place 
in this predominantly  action genre, male domain as this American 
undercover spy accused of a being a Russian sleeper cell agent to kill  
the Russian president on U.S. soil. PG-13; 100min. Sony Pictures 
Home Video
THE OTHER GUYS  (***1/2)   Will Ferrell and Mark Wahlberg 
star in this clever and hilarious spoof on 80’s cop buddy action 
movies refreshed as a bro-mance action comedy with Ferrell as the 
meek, ex-forensic analyst demoted to desk jockey filing reports. And 
Wahlberg as his high strung, trigger happy   cop partner who has 
fallen from grace. Both play second fiddle to the department’s two 
renegade “super cops” (Samuel L. Jackson and Dwayne Johnson 
who always create havoc and expense on the city in apprehending 
the bad guys.
   Until the super cops are killed during a freak accident that leaves 
a void that Wahlberg wants to fill to redeem his career. If he could 
only gets his milquetoast partner to act more aggressive when they 
stumble onto a Ponzi scheme by a wealthy Briton (Steve Coogan) 
trying to girt to the police pension fund to pay off a large debt for his 
consortium business. The surprise is in Wahlberg’s performance and 
the clever to off-center humor that makes this movie entertaining 
and clever than expected.    PG-13; 107min. Sony Pictures Home 
Video
RESIDENT EVIL: AFTERLIFE
(**)   Slick, slow-motion, acrobatic action sequence enhances the 
continuation of this futuristic apocalyptic adventure based on the 
hit video game. Hot and sexy Milla Janvovich returns as T-virus 
infected warrior, Alicia who loses her powers during a battler inside 
the Umbrella Corporation and its leader.
     Later, Alicia crash lands onto the zombie populated Hollywood.  
Where Alicia meets survivors who band together to search for 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

sanctuary at Acadia that turns out to be a trap with its own 
hideous secrets 
R; 98min Sony Pictures Home Video
STEP UP 3 (**)  Make dance, not war. Dazzling, acrobatic 
street dance choreography manages to keep this predictable 
story line moving to the music soundtrack’s groove. Arriving in 
New York to begin college, “Moose” and Camille get sidetrack 
in their studies when they met Luke, a hip hop filmmaker with 
a warehouse training ground for dancers who need to win the 
upcoming “World Jam” competition to keep Luke’s financially 
troubled building from falling into rival dance crew, House of 
Samurai. PG; 107min.  Touchstone Pictures Home Video
THE ULTIMATE GULLIVER COLLECTION (**1/2)   
Aiming to capitalize on the recent “Gulliver’s travels” with 
Jack Black, this animated package includes the full length 1939 
cartoon feature “Gulliver’s Travels” from animators Max and 
Dave Fleischer that should have got the restoration treatment 
As this animated feature can still holds its own to Disney’s 
landmark animated “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” with 
its rich animation Oscar nominated music score and songs. 
Bonus features includes a 1962 Japan animated “Gulliver’s 
travels Beyond the Moon”, but the Fleischer’s’ seven short 
cartoons featuring Gabby are more energetic and entertaining.
Not Rated; 213min. American Pop Classics Home Video  
Coming Soon to Home Video: The Oscar bound 
“The Social Network” arrives Jan 11…Woody Allen’s  
You’ll Meet A Tall Dark Stranger” arrives Feb. 15….Robert 
Duvall stars as a reclusive who fakes his death to see how 
others in town would react in “Get Low” due out Feb. 22 


