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Steven Wright is proud of his father and 
his idea—the Front Brake Light—and he 
understands the safety benefit of a forward 
facing brake light and is encouraging others 
to believe in the product as well.

But Wright was not always a fan of the 
Front Brake Light, a forward-facing warning 
light that is attached to the front windshield 
of a motor vehicle and is designed to prevent 
accidents. His father received the inspiration 
for the front brake light after being in an auto 
accident around the year 2000. After the 

accident, in which his car was rear-ended by 
another car, he realized that if the car that hit 
him was equipped with a front brake light, 
the accident could’ve been avoided. 

He soon shared his new idea with his 
son. Steven, who was 15 years old at the 
time, did not think much of the idea at first. 
Today, looking back at that moment, Steven 
does not remember why he did not believe in 
his father’s brainchild. “Sometimes 15-year-
olds don’t have any idea about anything,” he 
said.

After a few years went by, Steven 
eventually realized that the Front Brake 
Light was an innovative and useful 
invention. “About four years ago, a light 
bulb blew up in my head and I thought ‘that’s 
not such a bad idea,’” he said. He decided to 
research the concept and develop a working 
prototype. Serving as the front man for the 
idea, he also initiated promotional tactics 
in support of the Front Brake Light. For 
guidance and support, he went to—among 
others—Secretary of State Jesse White. 
“He’s been advising me for almost two 
years now on the project,” he said. He has 
also been in communication with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
Harpo Studios and many others.

For additional assistance, he became a 
part of the SYNC Technology Center, a start-
up tech incubator in the West Loop. “With 
that incubator, they’re helping me meet 
people and make connections. And ideally, 
the whole purpose of the organization is to 

council me on my business and make it a 
pundit,” he said. So far, he has been involved 
with them for about three months.

Another method that Steven uses to 
spread the word about his product is www.
frontbrakelight.com, the website for the 
Front Brake Light. The website features a 
promotional video, documented proof of 
appearances in the press, and a section that 
defines the brake light and why do people 
need it.  According to the website, the 
warning light, which is also connected to 

the vehicle brake electrical system, serves 
as a forward facing light that informs other 
motorists of the intention of the motorist in 
oncoming driving situations. The point of 
the light is to greatly lower the likelihood of 
a vehicle being in an automobile accident.

Wright realized that thousands of 
vehicles are being added to the road every 
day, which leads to constant increases in 
chances that an accident will occur. Roads, 
he believes, are the most dangerous place in 
America and that the actions of one driver 
(or more) can immensely affect others using 
the same roadway. Lights and mirrors are 
the only line of defense against potentially 
hazardous accidents. He further explains 
the usefulness of the Front Brake Light by 
providing two scenarios: 

Scenario #1: A driver in the left-hand turn 
lane, preparing to make a left-hand turn. 

Wright’s explanation: “If he had a front 
brake light in his vehicle, oncoming traffic 
would have a better idea of what the driver 
intends to do,” he said.

Scenario #2: A car in front of you 
suddenly stops, which forces you to stop.

Wright’s explanation: “Your front brake 
light will let them know that you are alert in 
braking.”

The cost of a front brake light starts 
at $29.95 with a deluxe model at $69.95. 
Installation cost will range from $50 to $70 
dollars.

You can visit www.frontbrakelight.com 
for more information about the Front Brake 
Light. 

Steven Wright Display of front brake light

froNt Brake light – the Next revolUtioN iN aUtomotive safetY
Nicholas Short

With the city elections heading 
down Chicago’s path, a “Meet the 
Candidate Forum” for the 2011 
24th Ward aldermanic race was 
held on Wednesday, November 
17 at St. Agatha Catholic Church, 
five days before the final date of 
candidate filings for the candidate 
nomination papers which took 
place Monday, November 22nd.  

Residents of the 24th Ward 
sat and listened to 10 of the 11 
candidates which had already 
filed. Each of them explained why 
he or she was the right choice.

Starting at 6 p.m., the forum 
offered each candidate 10 minutes 
to state his or her case. The church, 
located on 3147 W. Douglas, 
housed many potential voters 
from the 24th Ward who wanted 
to get to know their candidates. In 
alphabetical order, the candidates 
took turns stepping up to the 
crowd and briefly provided their 
history, listed their qualifications, 
and expressed their vision for the 
ward. 

William E. Kyle, an electrician 
and the owner of Abacus Electric, 

24th Ward Residents Meet 1st ten of 23 Total 
Aldermanic Candidates at St. Agatha Catholic Church

Nicholas Short

pulled together the forum to help 
24th Ward residents gain more 
information about the candidates. 
“Many of the constituents around 
the neighborhood were very 
much confused by the election 
and actually a lot them did not 

know any of the candidates that 
were running. So I started to 
think ‘a good citizen cannot make 
good choices if they have no 
information.’” 

One of the candidates arrived 
late to the forum and, as a result, 

was not allowed to speak. She also 
claimed that she did not find out 
about the forum until it was too late. 
But Kyle did not accommodate her 
request to speak. Kyle stated, “the 

See Alderman page 3
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Ten Aldermanic Candidates at St Agatha Church for meet the candidate forum coordinated by William E. Kyle, 
community resident/activist. From left to right: Wilbert Cook, former Alderman Michael Chandler, Jimmy Lee 
Lard,  Valerie F. Leonard, Wallace E. “Mickey” Johnson, Vetress Boyce, Melissa L. Williams, Patricia (Pat) Marshall, 
Shavonda Fields, and Regina  D. Lewis. Also in front of and to the left of Regina (in red) is William E. Kyle.
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
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Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
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Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
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Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
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Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
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Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis, Phillip Lewis 
Dominique Mack, and Denzelle Gresham distributed 
weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date December 16, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

Thanksgiving Day Sale
Black & White Copies 5 cents

Color Copies 25 cents
@ 

North Lawndale News
1211 S. Western, Ste 203

312 492-9090
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Chauncey Stroud, Candidate for 
Alderman of the 24th Ward, filed objections 
to all 22 of the other candidates for 
Alderman of the 24th Ward, including the 
incumbent, Sharon Dixon. The challenges 
were filed late Tuesday November 29th  
in the  afternoon, between 2:30 pm and 
5:00. November 30 was the last day to file 
objections. This move comes less than 24 
hours before candidates were expected to 
participate in a lottery for ballot position. 

The hearings for all objections will 
begin Monday, December 6, 2010, 69 
West Washington Street, Chicago, IL, in 
the Chicago Board of Elections 8th Floor 
Conference Room, the Board’s Lower 
Level Conference Room and the Building’s 
Lower Level Conference Room. The 
administrative hearings are open to the 
public. The list of challenges is available 

Chauncey Stroud Challenges 
Petition of Twenty other 24th Ward 

Candidates 

Chauncey Stroud

There are 23 Candidates running for 
Alderman in Chicago’s 24th Ward; it just 
goes to show that residents realize how 
much is at stake. On the cold evening of 
November 30, 2010, Aldermanic hopeful 
Chauncey Stroud was submitting motions to 
challenge the nominating petitions of all his 
opponents (every other Candidate running 
for Alderman in the 24th Ward), and non-
candidate Cindy Sanders has challenged 
most, in order to knock each Candidate off 
the 2011 ballot. 

That same night, five contenders: 
Vetress Boyce, ShaVonda Fields, Wallace 
“Mickey” Johnson, Regina Lewis, and 
Melissa L. Williams came together at 
the Lawndale Plaza McDonald’s for 
a “Candidates’ Circle.” All 24th Ward 
Aldermanic hopefuls were invited to attend 
by Operation 24 CommUnity Improvement 
Association.  (Letters were sent to each 
of them based upon the addresses they 
provided to the Chicago Board of Elections; 
Leonard, Cox, Lard and Cook reached out 
to express interest, but were unable to attend 
due to scheduling conflicts.)  

 In addition to the Candidates, 
Operation 24 invited “Circle Keepers” from 
the Community Justice for Youth Institute 
(CJYI) to facilitate the gathering.  Circles 
are often used by Restorative Justice 

practitioners to work with youth in 
Chicago Public Schools and the juvenile 
justice system as well as to address 
conflict, grief, to celebrate, and to facilitate 
discussions. The goal of this meeting, in 

particular, was to bring Candidates together 
to discuss the community, the campaign, 
and a plan for the Candidates to work 
together beyond the 2011 Elections to 
make improvements for the benefit of 24th 
Ward Residents.   Williams, who is the 
Coordinator of Operation 24, states that 
CJYI has often come to North Lawndale to 
keep Circles and so we felt it important to 
bring in a group that understands some of 
the dynamics in our community, but is not 
biased, to facilitate this session.  

CJYI’s presence also means that 
our Candidates are being exposed to this 
important method of communication, one 
that is supposed to be practiced in Chicago 
Public Schools for our youth as an alternative 
to court involvement, and one that we hope 
to utilize in our community.

 Williams also says that she purposely 
left her name off of the correspondence to 
the other Candidates in order to promote 
the true purpose of the organization: which 
is to bring together all members of the 24th 
Ward CommUnity, including this group of 
Candidates, to improve the quality of life for 
its residents.  

“By the end of the night, each of us 
could see that Operation 24 is about all of us: 
our residents and community stakeholders; 
rather than any particular Candidate.  If we 
can establish relationships, as the leaders we 
each claim to be, we can strike a mighty blow 
against the ills that plague our community—
while only one of us can win, none of us can 
do the job alone.  

Our residents deserve a better 24th Ward, 
and elected officials are called to be public 
servants who yield to the will of the people, 
not our own interests: residents want to see 
us coming up with solutions, not playing 
political games.  

I commend the Candidates who are 
taking time out of their busy campaign 
schedules to do this (without an audience of 
voters or media presence). I was honored to 
sit in Circle with them and hope all other 
Candidates are able to join us so that we 
can begin to work together to bring about 
the change our community so desperately 
needs.”

 Boyce, Fields, Johnson, Lewis, and 
Williams are making plans to meet again.  
All other 24th Ward Aldermanic Candidates 
who would like to participate are encouraged 
to contact Operation 24 at 773-960-9269  or 
chgo_op24@gmail.com.
Contacts:
Vetress Boyce 773-257-7354
ShaVonda Fields 773-703-9935
Regina Lewis 773-710-6830
Wallace E. “Mickey” Johnson 773-722-
8076
Melissa L. Williams 773-620-4456
Operation 24 773-960-9269

“It’s Never the Wrong Time 2 Do 
the Right Thing 4 Our CommUNITY.” 
Operation 24 began in 2010 and is a 
Community Improvement Association 
designed to partner with individual residents, 
organizations, block clubs, churches, 
businesses, and our supporters seeking 
to motivate our residents and improve the 
neighborhoods that make up Chicago’s 24th 
Ward.  

Op24 has begun to work on a number of 
issues that concern our residents and hosts 
events/activities around our commUNITY 
on the 24th of each month. 

Not “Politics as Usual” for 24 in 2011
job of alderman is just too important 
and you just can’t have people coming 
in anytime they want to.” The day after 
the event, one person, also upset about 
receiving information about the forum 
on such short notice, posted a fiery 
comment on the website of EveryBlock, 
a group that filters an assortment of local 
news by location so people in such cities 
as Chicago can monitor the activities on 
their block, their neighborhood and all 
over their city. A person with the screen 
name “Concerned Citizen,” wrote, “This 
is one of things that disturbs me most 
about Chicago politics and specifically 
politics in the 24th ward. One tends to 
find out about things at the last minute 
or even worse after events have taken 
place. 

Great example is the fact I was sent 
the information below on Wednesday, 
November 17th, the day the event 
was taking place. Who can just drop 
everything to attend something on the 
same day? Even worse, I was working 
downstate this week until Wednesday 
evening. Had I known about this I 
might have been able to jump through 
a few hoops to get back in town a little 
earlier to get to the event. Why oh why 
can’t there be better and more advance 
planning on things like this? This is just 
so frustrating.”

“If I knew how to wave a magic 
wand, we would do that, but there is no 
way that we can do that,” Kyle said in 
response to the complaints. “You’re not 
going to please everybody.”

Here is the contact information for 

See page 7

Alderman from  front 
page

online at the Chicago Board of Elections 
website at http://www.chicagoelections.
com/dm/general/document_3207.pdf

ST. Timothy House of Prayer
3440 W. Grenshaw Avenue

Chicago, IL 60624
Come One ... Come All

And Share In Our Pre-Christmas Luncheon
****

Table of Blessings
****

This event consists of sharing a free home cooked traditional Turkey Dinner, along 
with the opportunity to apply for the CEDA/LIHEA Energy Assistance Program. 

Where: St. Timothy House of Prayer, 3440 W. Grenshaw Avenue
When: Friday December 10

Time: CEDA/LIHEAP Program 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM 
      Luncheon Program : 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Elder Larthes Sam, Pastor
Strategic Human Services - CEDA/Liheap Program



	 									The	North	Lawndale	Community	News						December	2	-	December	8,	2010Page	�

A tax increment financing district 
(TIF) is an economic development 
tool intended to spur neighborhood 
revitalization by providing funds to 
redevelop commercial, industrial and 
residential areas that (arguably) would 
not be developed otherwise.  They are 
financed by holding back a portion of 
local property taxes to cover such costs as 
planning, administration, construction, 
financing, child care and job training in 
the local TIF district. 

The purpose of this series is to 
examine the performance of every 
TIF that impacts North Lawndale; to 
explore strengths and weaknesses of the 
program, and how it may be improved.  

Your TIF Dollars at Work: The Roosevelt-Cicero TIF
Valerie F. Leonard

Most importantly, we hope that you 
will gain greater insights into how your 
TIF dollars are being used for the local 
community.  Any questions you have 
pertaining to this article may be directed 
to Valerie F. Leonard, 773-521-3137, or 
valeriefleonard@msn.com.

The focus of this article is the 
Roosevelt-Cicero TIF.  The following 
charts depict the boundaries, goals, 
objectives, project budget, financial 
performance and major projects 
implemented in the TIF from the time it 
was created until now. 

About the Author:
Valerie F. Leonard is a community 

development consultant and Co-

Founder of the Lawndale Alliance.  
Her consulting practice focuses upon 
strengthening nonprofit organizations 
and helping them secure federal 
funding. Ms. Leonard is also the author 
of The Time for TIF Reform is Now, the 
Lawndale Alliance’s report detailing the 
pros and cons of North Lawndale’s TIFs 
and how the program may be improved. 
The Lawndale Alliance is a group of 
residents that have come together to 

address a number of issues, including 
TIFs, education, the Olympics, mortgage 
foreclosure and the Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program.  The group is 
most noted for minimizing the potential 
for up to 1,200 residents to be displaced 
from their homes as a result of the 
implementation of the Ogden-Pulaski 
TIF.  For more information about 
the Lawndale Alliance, visit http://
lawndalealliance.blogspot.com.

~  $ 2  O F F  C A R  WA S H  W i t h  T h i s  A d  ~ 
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The end of the year is here, and some 
of the most celebrated holidays stringently 
grab the attention of the youth.  As the youth 
see the opportunity to recieve expensive 
gifts, parents are pulled into the “WEB” of 
deception, forgetting the real reason of the 
season.  Thanksgiving, Christmas, Kwaanza, 
Eid, and Hanukkah each are holiday’s 
(based on it’s evolutional meanings) to be 
celebrated with family and friends giving 
thanks, by way of caring and sharing and 
breaking bread together.  But do the youth 
understand the full significance of each 
holiday?  

Do they understand the meanings and 
why the gifts are given, or do they have more 
of a give me, give me, give me attitude? 
While advertisers continue to manipulate 
their brands based on festive songs and 
holiday dressings, the youth are more so 
drawn into the wrong understanding of 
what the holidays really mean, a lie and not 
the truth.  So how does one help the youth 
understand the real reason for the season?

Some parents give expensive gifts to 
make up for the time lost---not being able 
to spend and share with their children due 
to busy work schedules, while others who 
don’t have the money to spend on expensive 
gifts feel guilty about not being able to give 
material things---instead of understanding 
the signicance of the miracle of love and the 
beauty of being able to purely share it not 
only during the holidays, but everyday.  

Gifts of course are always nice, 
however, when gifts are the basis of whether 
you and your child’s holiday was good or 
bad, this becomes a problem and instills 
the wrong idea about the holidays into the 
youth.  And although history’s definition of 
many holidays truthful explained are based 
on paganism and malicious intent, modern 
times/new aged thinking have cleansed 
much of what was created and celebrated 
out of pure evil.  

Where many were sacrificed, 
bamboozled, and  completely taken for their 
goods, as time moves along the healing 
process is what has made each celebration 
one to be thankful for by celebrating with 
family and friends in love.  But this doesn’t 
leave reason for the truth to be whitewashed, 
however it does leave room for one to have 
a full understanding of the truth of each 
holiday, in order to understand why it is so 
important to celebrate with the gift of love 
based on the healing process. 

As said by the first president of 
the United States of America, George 
Washington “I shall not tell a lie, but may 
the truth set you free.” The truths behind the 
history of major world holidays, especially 
as they are celebrated amongst the majority 
of our nation should be told. For the real 
reason for all seasons is love----teaching our 
youth, the best things in life are free.

For more information about the history 
of holidays, log on to:

http://www.history.com/topics
http://billpetro.com/historyofholidays/
https://secure.history.com/?v=history_

subject_holidays&nvbar=Subject:Holidays
http://www.surfnetkids.com/games/

History_Games/
http:/ /www.infoplease.com/spot/

holidays.html
http://www.google.com/q=history+of

+American+Holidays&hl=en&prmd=n&tb
s=tl:1&tbo=u&ei=1hP3TOK5CMH38AbK
qs2sBw&sa=X&oi=timeline_result&ct=titl
e&resnum=13&ved=0CFgQ5wIwDA&fp=
333d07973d2caca6

Teaching The 
Youth The Real 

Reason For 
The Season

Tali Bahkit

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North 

Lawndale Community News

Known for its superior beneficial 
qualities towards protecting humans from 
harmful ultra-violet radiation, melanin is 
more than just nature’s sunscreen. 

“Melanin is the foundation for immunity. 
It is a free radical scavenger, aids digestion, 
antioxidant, bones, nerves, cellular and 
hormone functions,” states Naturopath 
doctor and lecturer, Llaila O. Africa in his 
book, “African holistic Health.” 

 In Melanin: The Chemical Key to 
Black Greatness, Volume 1, Senior Research 
Chemist Carol Barnes state: 

“The Black human is blessed by nature 
in that he or she is endowed with a highly 
functional chemical that regulates essential 
all bodily functions and activities. The 
Black human is distinguished from other 
human species in that he or she tends to 
have a higher number of organs and body 
systems that contain high concentrations of 
a chemical that is Black in color. 

This chemical is called Melanin and is 
responsible for manufacturing and sustaining 
life....It appears that “western scientists” 
are indeed interested in the Blackness of 
the Black human and have justified its 
importance by spending millions of dollars 
annually for its study. 

At the same time, the Black human 

MELANIN: BLACK HUMAN’S GIFT 
Crystal X Hale

is told and instructed that his Blackness is 
not important….Some people are afraid of 
Blackness and develop hypothesis to support 
their belief. This lie or fear is a continuation 
of the mental genocide that has hampered 
the Black human’s progress for over 2,000 
years or since the fall of the Black Egyptian 
civilization in 332 B.C.” 

Barnes continue his explanation of 
Melanin by expressing that Melanin (that 
gives Black skin its color and not Black skin) 
has a thermal resistance and can be exposed 
to 1225 degrees Farenheight while retaining 
close to 50% of its original properties. 

Melanin is also known for its conversion 
of light energy to sound energy and the 
reverse, its toughness, stability, and semi-
conductive properties. It is also present at 
the site of tissue regeneration, repair and 
infectious disease.

Importantly Barnes exclaims that toxic 
chemicals such as: caffeine, marijuana, 
cocaine and many others have a higher 
affinity for binding with, and are very 
similar to Melanin and the subunits of its 
make-up (tyrosine, melatonin, and other 
alkaloids), thus becoming more destructive 
in the Melanin-dominant individual. 

The similarities in chemical structure 
between Melanin and these chemicals 

cause toxic and addictive effects of the 
drugs to work faster in the body, cause a 
greater experience of ‘highs and low,’ and 
it remains in the Black person’s system for 
longer periods of time. 

This means that naturally the Black 
human has been given nature’s most 
beautiful gift in the highest concentrations, 
towards sustaining life; as deficiency and 
health problems are greater in White babies 
than Black babies (under natural non-
manipulated circumstances). However the 
old adage fits that; a man’s greatest strength 
is also his greatest weakness. 

The Black human has been and 
continues to be introduced to harmful drugs 
that have damaging effects to his body. At 
best the lack of addressing this issue is at 
the very least, willful neglect towards the 
importance of life. 

How do you find out what’s going on in your community? What would like you to tell the journalists who 
cover your neighborhood? What stories do you think are being missed? How can we do a better job? 
 
Join representatives from AustinTalks, the Austin Weekly News, the North Lawndale Community News 
and WVON for a free breakfast and conversation. Come with your questions and share your ideas! 
 
WHEN: Saturday, Dec. 4th from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
WHERE: Sankofa Cultural Arts & Business Center, 5820 W. Chicago Ave. 
QUESTIONS? E-mail austintalks.org@gmail.com or call 312-369-8900. 
 
This event is made possible with a grant from the Society of Professional Journalists and the support of 
the Chicago Headline Club. 
 

 

 

BLACK &WHITE COPIES - .07
COLOR COPIES - .35

BLACK &WHITE PRINTS - .07
COLOR PRINTS - .35

STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES
1211 S. WESTERN AVE.

CALL 312 492-9090
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BLACK SWAN (***1/2)   Following the 
box office and critical success of “The 
Wrestler” Director Darren Aronofsky takes 
a different look at another arena done as a 
psychological thriller that goers closed to 
the horror edge that is set in the competitive 
world of stage ballet in New York.
      Aronofsky takes a more metaphysical 
approach than straight operatic that lessen 
the spectacle aspect that is traded in for a 
macabre exterior here that is bold and daring 
amidst some strong performances. 
       Even though, “Black Swan” plays a little 
like a stylish Dario Argento horror movie 
with a hint of cinematic influence of David 
Cronenberg in Aronofskyt’s directorial 
approach  her his latest cinematic offering 
here. The film creates its own fascination 
whether or not one has a taste for ballet or 
not.
    Natalie Portman gives one of her most 
memorable and physical performances as 
Nina, the young ballerina who has no life 
other than what she aspires to perfect as 
programmed by her controlling mother, 
Erica (Barbara Hershey).
   Nina (Natalie Portman) is chosen  and 
influenced by the svengali-like French  
ballet maestro impresario, Thomas Leroy 
(Vincent Cassel) who pits her  competing 
for the coveted  Snow Queen role against 
Lily (Mila Kunis) by mastering not only the 
role of the Snow Queen, but takes on the 
additional role belonging to Lily that of  the 
Black Swan.
    In order to replace the outgoing Beth 
McIntyre in the latter role whose now 
considered the dying Queen for Lincoln 
Center’s upcoming re-imaged version of 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

“Swan Lake” 
   But this is also symbolically to the theme 
within the story to show the dark side that is 
in us all that gets taken to surreal heights of 
manipulation and bloody violence by Nina 
who becomes obsessed for the role; enough 
to endanger herself and her rival.  
      The cinematic brilliances along with 
some Oscar worthy performances that rises 
to the demands of being ballerina than actors 
in a  role that delivers strong impressions 
for this strange marriage between the classic 
and the macabre that  provides for a unique 
and mesmerizing movie experience.         
R; 108min. A Fox Searchlight Picture 
Release – Presented at selected theaters 

  EAT, PRAY, LOVE (**1/2)  A bit 
overwrought and self serious adaptation 
to the bestseller under the direction of 
Ryan Murphy (TV creator of “Glee” and   
“Nip/Tuck”); Julia Roberts portrays an 
unfulfilled married writer who decides to 
follow the prophesy of a mystic medicine 
man in Bali to divorce her indecisive 
husband (Billy Crudup) and begin soul 
searching through a global odyssey and 
scenic locales to find and understand the 
three elements that help her live life and 
forgive her.
PG-13; 142min.  Sony Pictures Home 
Video
        THE SORCERER’S APPRENTICE 
(**1/2) Nicolas Cage stars in this elaborate 
CGI influence fantasy adventure that is 
meant as homage to the Mickey Mouse 
starred portion in “Fantasia” Cage plays 
the chief protégé assigned to protect 
Merlin’s most dangerous spell, “The 
Rising” from falling into the hands of evil 
apprentice, Morgan (Alice Krieg) who’s 
been imprisoned. 
     But  she also has chief evildoer, Maxim 
Horvath (Alfred Molina) chasing after 
Balthazar Blake (Cage)  who  operates an 
antique shop  and recognizes a bumbling 
ten yr old kid (Jake Cherry) as the “chosen 
one” who will save the world through the 
Dragon Ring that he must train.
PG; 108min. Walt Disney Home Video
       Disney’s THE SEARCH OF 
SANTA PAWS (**)The latest canine 
caper from the off-springs and direct-to-
video spinoff that started with “Air Bud” 
offers a seasonal pre-quel to last year’s 
”Santa Buddies”.  Santa (Richard Riehle) 
receives the sad the news of the passing 
of a N.Y. toy shop owner who sent Santa 
a gift in the form of a plush toy dog that is 
transformed into a talking dog, Paws who 
travels with Santa to New York. 
   Santa suffers an accident losing his 
memory and is robbed by a homeless 
man (Chris Coppola). and Inadvertently, 
the real Santa becomes a storefront Santa 
to the deceased toy store owner‘s son, 
a married LA accountant and his wife 
whose contractually forced to operate the 
toy shop business before he can sell it 
after Christmas. 
       There is also a new kid, Quinn that 
arrives at an orphanage whose owner 
doesn’t believe in Christmas who’s 
befriended by older girl, who eventually 
end up help Paws search the streets for 
the real Santa and the crystal ice necklace 
needed to restore Santa back to life.  A bit 
contrived but occasionally cute enough s 
for kids and dog lovers alike.
G; 96min. Walt Disney Home Video
   Disney’s A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
(***)  Jim Carrey plays Scrooge and 
multi- CGI roles in director Robert 
Zemeckis’ take on the Charles Dickens 
tale that is full of bright and scenic CGI 
animation and visual influences while 
staying faithful to the traditional moral 
story of brotherhood. Not a definitive 
revision on the classic Dickens tale, but 
handsomely mounted with occasional 
dark mood swings.

ON VIDEO
Compiled and reviewed by David Schultz

G; 96min. Walt Disney Home Video
FANTASIA (***1/2) FANTASIA 2000 
(**1/2) 4 Disc combo pack - 2 movie 
collection- Special Edition
   In an attempt to cross market and 
capitalize on the release of   Disney’s 
“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” that was 
inspired by one of the eight segments 
that Walt Disney boldly married classic 
music with animation that still holds up 
well in the 1940 original that the belated 
2000 sequel makes an ambitious effort to 
duplicates. Instead of applying enough of 
the new contemporary influences that only 
serve as a reminder to how original and 
imaginative brilliant the original version 
was.
G; Walt Disney Home Video
  WAKING SLEEPING BEAUTY 
(***1/2) 
THE BOYS the Sherman Brothers 
Story (**1/2)    
WALT AND EL GRUPO (**1/2)
         Each of the individual documentaries 
chronicles certain historic and personal 
aspects related to the studio, the creative 
forces and the man that was Walt Disney 
through the studio’s animation rebirth of 
the mid 1980’s that lasted a decade, that 
led into turmoil within the creative process 
between the old and new animators and 
the administrators. 
         A complimentary documentary fondly 
salutes; .but doesn’t explain well the riff 
betweens the successful songwriting duo/
brothers, Richard and Robert B. Sherman 
who composed many Disney hit tunes that 
were polar opposites in private life, 
   While the third documentary is a home 
movie compilation that focus on a 1941 
South American expedition led by Walt 
Disney and his animators researching 
for two animated projects in a country 
President Roosevelt was very over being 
influenced by fascism and the Nazis. 
   Each documentary feature offers 
priceless insight into the human conflicts, 
the collaborative successes, and the 
historical sufficient. Each offers a stroll 
down memory lane to a place and time 
that is represented by the finished product. 
But through its narrations and behind the 
scene footage gave us insight to what we 
didn’t know. 
Walt Disney Home Video
      Coming Soon to Home Video:  Idris 
Elba, Paul Walker Tip “T.I” Harris, 
Chris Brown gear up for the heist drama 
“Takers” due out Jan. 18….Milla Jovovich  
returns for “Resident Evil: Afterlife” 
arriving Dec. 28…Emma Stone scores in 
this  coming of age comedy homage to 
John Hughes films in “Easy A” due out 
Dec. 21 . 
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ThE	NoRTh	LawNDaLE	CommuNiTY	NEws’

CLassiFiED		maRKETPLaCE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four bdrm 
apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer and dryer 
hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 west, 1300 
south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-793-0726
NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5 bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

3 BEDROOMS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated light 
fixtures. Available 
immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 
welcomed

HELP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2Bedrooms Heat-incl. $800 a 
month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 
773-287-5779
aPt For rent 7 rms, 3bdrms at 1654 
S. Homan 1st Fl., Newly decorated for 
$700/mo plus security. Call Rose Sanders 
773 557-9421

2 BDRM SPACIOUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg Garage Space available, stove &  
efrigerator included Garfield Park area,  2 
Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks  
from Green lineTenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

1807 S. ST. LOUIS 
Conveniently located 
near public transportation. 
Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

LEGAL NOTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant 
to “An Act in relation to the use of an 
Assumed Business Name in conduct or 
transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of 
Cook County under file no. D10124057 
on November 8, 2010 under the Assumed 
Name of Keturah’s Trendy Fashions with 
the business located 2926 W. Fulton, 
Chicago, IL 60612, 2nd fl. The true name 
and residence address of the owner is 
Keturah Haynes, 2926 W. Fulton, Chicago, 
IL 60612, 2nd fl.

LOVELY 2 BEDROOM APT 1st floor 
2 flat building. Ridgeway and Ogden. 
Negotiable security deposti. Electric and gas 
included. Off street parking, near pink line, 
and Lawndale Health Center. $925. Good 
neighbors. Call 773/727-2430

*

(Ages 55 Years and Up)

each of the candidates who spoke at the forum:
VETRESS BOYCE 
4240 W. Roosevelt Rd.
(773) 257-7354
vetressboyce24thward@yahoo.com
www.vetressboyce.com
MICHAEL D. CHANDLER
621 S. Kedvale Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60624
michaeldchandler.myspace.com
(773) 603-1200
WILBERT E. COOK III 
4032 West Van Buren
Chicago, Illinois 60624
http://www.myspace.com/wilbertahandup
(773) 799-7126
SHAVONDA FIELDS
1412 South Karlov Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60623
(773) 703-9935
electshavonda2011@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Aldermanic-

Candidate-Shavonda-L-Fields/135764259805024
WALLACE E. “MICKEY” JOHNSON 
Friends for Wallace E. “Mickey” Johnson
P.O. Box 6748 
Chicago, Illinois 60680-6748
(773) 265-8552
wej4alderman24th@sbcglodal.net
johnsonfor24thward.com
JIMMY LEE LARD 
4216 West 16th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60623
www.jimmyleelard.com
(773) 257-7045
VALERIE F. LEONARD 
4111 West 21st Place
 Chicago, Illinois 60623 
(773) 521-3137
valeriefleonard@msn.com
http://vote4valerie.voterspace.com
http://vote4valerie.blogspot.com
REGINA D. LEWIS 
1238 S. Troy Street
Chicago Illinois 60623 
(773) 710-6830
PAT (PATRICIA) MARSHALL 
1215 S. Troy Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60623 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Who-is-Pat-

Marshall/153802444646120 
(773) 428-4857
MELISSA L. WILLIAMS 
717 South Kedzie Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60612
attmelwill@gmail.com
attymelwill.com
(773) 620-4456
Another forum, this time for both the aldermanic 

candidates and the mayoral candidates, will be held 
at Lawndale Community Church, 3827 W. Ogden 
Ave., on December 8. Aldermanic candidates will 
get to speak from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and the mayoral 
candidates will speak from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Alderman from  page 3

CLASSIFIED ADS $20ORGANIST  WANTED
Pentecostal Church located in North Lawndale area is 
interviewing for an experienced organist. The Chosen 
candidate would be responsible for Sunday services; 1st 
Friday Prayer and Deliverance Service, along with training the 
choir and the Praise and Worship team. If interested please 
call Elder Larthes Sams at (708) 450-0518
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iNTERsTaTE
muffler	&	automotive	Repair

21�8	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122


