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On Monday December 20, 2010 the 
members of several block clubs in the 
newly honored Historic K-town District 
held an open forum for all candidates 
in the running for ward’s Aldermanic 
position to be held on February 22, 2011 
election. Greater St. Paul Church located 
at 4236 W. Cermak Rd., where Rev 
Cynthia Johnson is the pastor was the 
common ground for all these potential 
candidates to address three questions 
proposed by the holders of the forum. 
Those questions were what this historic 

24TH WArD AlDErmAN ForUm AT GrEATEr ST. PAUl CHUrCH
By Glenn ragans

designation means to them, what they 
would do with it and what their vision for 
the 24th Ward in general was.

At the time of the invitation, there 
were 23 candidates. Ten accepted 
their invitation. The room was filled 
with voters that wanted to hear what 
candidates had to say about the future of 
North Lawndale.

Candidate Wilbert Cook, first to 
take the podium explained some of 
the programs that he was a part of, like 
the nonprofit organization, A Hand 

Up Recovery Homes, where he is the 
CEO. He is also a minister at Carey 
Tercentenary Church at 1448 S. Homan 
Ave. and he works for the Cook County 
Assessors Office.

Candidate Melissa Williams 
expressed how she provided legal 
knowledge to programs like the ex-
offender program and expungement of 
criminal records in Illinois.

Valerie Leonard spoke about having 
worked in key financial positions and 
work that was done in bringing TIF dollars 

back into the community. Also working 
with UIC and the steans foundation.

Julius Anderson spoke about his 
career as a teacher and principal, and 
what it took to manage all the different 
people that were part of his job. The 
youth programs, and Men for a Better 
Lawndale, the group he founded has 
made a difference in lives of the youth 
that became involved with them.

Frank Bass spoke on all the 
ways he has helped with street light 
outages, property taxes, potholes, street 

resurfacing, his job as lobbyist for Cook 
County and City hall relationships that 
help with getting things done.

Regina Lewis Spoke about things 
she’s involved with now, the Ashanti 
House and Diamond in the Rough 
Mentoring program were some of her 
highlights.

Wallace “Mickey” Johnson believes 
that he’s the best candidate because he 
wants to work with all the candidates to 
improve the whole community. He also 
expressed anger with the connection that 
Mr. Anderson had with Ernie Jenkins, 
during his stint on the board of the local 
Sears YMCA in the past.

Donielle Lawson talked about her 
family and her dream to live in North 
Lawndale. She talked about her job as a 
teacher and challenge to buy property in 
the K-town area.

Shavonda Fields a motivational 
speaker with a flare, pointed out some 
key points on a poster that displayed her 
campaign literature.  Pointed out her 
work with Mt. Sinai Medical Center and 
educational  background.

Roger L. Washington spoke about 
being a police officer and he is a pastor of 
a church.

Questions were asked of the 
candidates at the end of the ten minute 

See Forum page 5

24th Ward Residents listen as candidates speak seeking their vote for Alderman

24th Ward Aldermanic Candidates -Donielle Lawson, Wilbert Cook, Shavonda 
Fields, Cynthia Brandon-(4000 W. Cullerton Block Club President), Melissa Williams, 
Tawanna Calvin (Moderator), Wallace (Mickey) Johnson, Valerie Leonard, Roger L. 
Washington, Paul Norrington-4200 W 21st Place Block Club President), Regina Lewis 
and Frank Bass.

Congressman. Danny K. Davis

Three Top African-American mayoral Candidates
Discuss Important Issues with WVoN’s Cliff Kelley

By Nicholas Short
Three of the leading African-American candidates in the 

Chicago mayoral race, according to WVON’s poll, spoke 
to talk radio DJ Cliff Kelly and confronted issues that were 
plaguing the city of Chicago. Congressman Danny Davis, 
Senator James Meeks and Ambassador Carol Mosley Braun 
conversed with Kelley on WVON 1690 AM, on December 15.

Meeks and Braun met with Kelly in person, while 
Davis spoke with them over the phone. (Davis, who was in 
Washington, D.C. on business, had to sign off later in the 
conversation.)  Among the topics that were discussed were:

Fixing the City’s Higher Education System
Davis thinks that a professional educator is needed to run 

the city’s colleges. He said he was “amazed” by some of the 
cuts in funding—or the elimination—of educational programs 
such as nursing. He was upset that people who partake in 
nursing do not receive the education they need, especially 
considering that there is a high demand for nurses in the job 
market. “I don’t know why people go to be trained, to develop 
skills, to learn and know what to do and then not have the 
opportunity to do it. I think it is not the best utilization of our 
man power, woman power, or the system that we put our 
money into,” he said.

Adding to Davis’s comments about nursing, Meeks said 
he spoke with a woman who was involved in City Colleges 
and she talked to him about a nursing program that was not 
accredited. She told him that the reason what the nursing 
program was cut was because it contained students that were 
in a program that was “not leading them anywhere.”  Ninety-
three percent of all of students who enter City Colleges end 
up doing remedial work, he said. The city, he concluded, need 
to ensure that the people who enter college are able to handle 
college work.

Adding to Meek’s comment about preparing students 
for college, Braun said that students in lower grades need a 
great deal of attention. “Early childhood education is where 
you really have to start with all of this. You have to start at the 
lower grades so the children learn how to write and decipher 
when their brains are most active,” she said. Going back to 

the college issue, she said that the problem is 
that the colleges are “super high schools” with a 
curriculum that is not at the college level.  

Balancing the City’s Budget
Braun started the discussion by saying that 

the city can balance the budget within its current 
resources and that no further taxes or fees need to 
be raised. “The middle class working people in 
Chicago have been taxed enough and I believe 
we have to live within our means,” she said. She 
explained further by saying that previous deals, 
such as the parking meter deal, must be undone. 
Better organization among the city’s bureaus 
and agencies can also improve the budget. The 
city suffers from too many duplications and 
replications of functions in the bureaucracy. She 
proposes that crunching down, streamlining 
and modernizing the responsibilities–while 
not necessary firing anyone—will lead to 
improvements. She adds that the first priority is 
to create more businesses in Chicago, which will 
create more jobs in Chicago.

But Davis believes that, even with 
improvements in the city’s current resources, 

there will still be “revenue shortfalls.” That is 
why he suggests that a casino should be added to 
Chicago. Although he is not a fan of gaming, he 
feels that new revenue is needed to help the budget. 
“We many have to turn to it,” he said. He wants 
to first make sure that that the casino being built 
will be used in the city’s interest. He also suggests 
that adding more “green technology” to the city’s 
publicly-owned buildings will help create jobs and 
reserve energy. 

Meeks said that Chicago should ask the 
Illinois general assembly to raise the level of the 
city’s local government distributive fund. Right 
now, when people pay income taxes, every 
local unit of government, receives 10% in local 
government distributive funds, he said. Chicago, 
he added, should receive more because it is 78% of 
Illinois’s economic engine. “Our local government 
distributive fund should not be the same as 
Waukegan,” he said. He already talked to general 
assembly members about raising it to 13% to add 
almost $200 million to Chicago’s budget. He 
also wants to regulate the city’s corporate budget 

Carol Mosley-Braun Senator (Rev.) James T. Meeks

See Mayoral page 5
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roD oUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn lewis, Secretary           marlone Finley, Director
Vivian lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: larry leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEo & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications manager:
resource Project Director: John Moore
marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly mail Subscription rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, Il 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s meetings!!
The North lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date January 20, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For more Information Call

312-492-9090

Christmas Sale
Black & White Copies 5 cents

Color Copies 25 cents
@ 

North lawndale News
1211 S. Western, Ste 203

312 492-9090
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GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH
* WEIGHT LOSS

* ALKALINE WATER

* COLON FLUSH

* DETOXIFY THE BODY

* ULTIMATE CLEANSE

NEW LIFE HEALTH FOODS
3141 W. Rooseelt - Chicago, IL 60612

(773) 762-1090

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

Valerie Leonard, Aldermanic candidate 
for the 24th Ward, announced her 
education agenda at a town hall meeting 
on December 7 at the Carey Tercentenary 
AME Church in North Lawndale. 

Ms. Leonard summarized key issues 
in Chicago Public Schools and expressed 
concern regarding the high dropout rates 
among students in the local schools. 
“Only 38% of the students from the 24th 
Ward graduate high school”, Ms. Leonard 
said. “One of the main reasons students 
give for dropping out is the fact that they 
don’t find the curriculum to be relevant. 
Employers don’t seem to be too happy 
with the curriculum either.” 

A key component to Leonard’s 
agenda is her call for the development of a 24th 
Ward Master Educational Facilities Planning Task 
Force to contribute to any discussions regarding 
facilities and curriculum decisions impacting 
schools in the 24th Ward. She said curricula for 
elementary feeder schools should be aligned with 
related high schools and high schools should align 
their curricula with colleges and even employers. 
Members of the task force would come from 
24th Ward communities, Chicago Public Schools, 
the Chicago Teachers Union, nonprofits and the 
business community. 

Other agenda issues for Leonard include 
focusing more on collaboration and partnerships 
between CPS and the community, including the 
opening of more Community Schools in the 24th 
Ward to provide more afterschool options for 
students and as well as services for the entire 
community. Those services could include adult 
learning opportunities and job training. 

Following a discussion of juvenile justice and 
an overview of public benefits and wraparound 
services available in Chicago Public Schools, 
Leonard said she would push for reduction in the 
criminalization of black students and increased 
parental involvement at the school level. 

Some audience participants noted that 
Balanced and Restorative Justice, part of Leonard’s 
agenda, is part of the CPS Student Code of 
Conduct, so schools do not need to take a quick 
draw approach to student discipline, i.e., calling 
the police first rather than seeking alternative 
resolutions to in-school offenses. Leonard echoed 
their recommendation for alternative solutions 
to court intervention, such as school-based peer 
juries, peace circles, and anger management 
programs and even parenting classes. 

Gatanya Arnic, a policy analyst, indicated that 
the Illinois Department of Human Services has 
three offices in the 24th Ward/Lawndale area. 
She stated that over 80,000 adults in Illinois who 
are eligible for benefits like TANF, Link Cards 
and medical benefits don’t take advantage of 
the benefits. It is often due to misinformation 
on eligibility and lack of awareness of what is 
available. This leaves the families in a lurch, and 
the State misses out on matching funds. 

Leonard called for greater coordination 
in promotion and delivery of services at the 
community level. As Alderman, she said she would 
push for improved planning and collaboration that 
prepares the 24th Ward to seek federal funds for 
education and wraparound services. 

The town hall meeting was the first in a series of 
five meetings planned to allow 24th Ward residents 
to discuss their concerns about community issues 
and to get to know the candidate who is running 
against a potential field of 19 candidates. Other 
meetings and their topics are Jobs, Economic 
Development and Technology on December 28, 
2010; Health and Public Safety on January 11, 
2011; Housing on January 25; and City Finances 
and the Budget on February 8. All meetings will 
be held at 6:00 p.m., at Carey Tercentenary AME 
Church located at 1448 South Homan Avenue. 
She can also be viewed on CAN-TV Channel 21 
on Wednesday Dec. 29th at 5:00pm on “Moving 
Forward with Sheila Frazier”.

Aldermanic Candidate Valerie F. leonard 
Calls for 24th Ward master Education 

Task Force 

Valerie Leonard

It’s Better Than A Sweater
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On Friday, December 24, 2010 at 6:00 
pm the New Mount Pilgrim Church located 
at 4301 W. Washington Blvd. will be 
hosting its “CALLING ALL CHILDREN” 
Christmas program conducted under the 
able leadership of Rev. Walter E. Jones, 
Sr. who is the Executive Director of 
FATHERS WHO CARE, INC. will be 
joining with FATHERS WHO CARE 
and MOTHERS WHO CARE, whose 
focus on this particular evening will be 
to give away warm caps, scarves and 
gloves with Fruit Baskets going to Men 
and Women with children who may be at 
this writing in Nursing Homes; Homeless, 
Transitional, or Residential Shelters. This 
is the first part of Fathers Who Cares-
Winter Session. 

This event is FREE to ALL persons 
who have children. Leadership for this 
program is being coordinated and led 
by men and women who are themselves 
150-200% percent below the poverty 
level. These are African American men 
and women coming together and  joining 
with others in an effort and spirit who 
want to give-back to their and/or our 
west side communities that in a lot cases 
have nurtured and raised them to be the 
successful persons they are today. 

African American men and women 
who simply care about other African 
American men and women, regardless 
of their present financial situation even 

though in a lot of cases having limited financial resources themselves.
Working in collaboration with Santa Claus-Fathers Who Care & 

Mothers Care includes the cast of Santa’s helpers composed of the helping 
hands of the: May Community Academy, Cong. Danny K. Davis, Sen. 
Kimberly A. Lightford, Larry Williams/State Farm Insurance, New Mt. 
Pilgrim Church, Just Love Foundation, Toys For Tots, Chicago Bulls, Atty. 
Jeffrey Leving and the IL. Dept. of Aging which should guarantee a joyous 
Christmas for everyone near and dear. This event is being presented to let 
the community know how much we care.

All Donations are Welcomed and Needed…
On Saturday, January 29, 2011, FATHERS WHO CARE will sponsor 

its 1st Health & Wellness Forum on 
Rev. Walter E. Jones, Sr. said: “We are going to utilize Holistic 

Temples that contain the Mental, Spiritual, and Physical. Financial, Legal, 
as well as Expungement Issues being addressed in order to achieve total 
person wellness...”

This Spring Fathers Who Care will be sponsoring its--Men’s 
I n t e r G e n e r a t i o n a l 
Program which will 
involve our Elders 
mentoring our youth. 

FATHERS WHO 
CARE “WEEKLY 
EMPOWERMENT 

GROUPS”
Every Tuesday, 

5:30pm-7:30pm, at 3333 
West Arthington St. 
Suite 105 (I)

For additional 
information contact:

 FATHERS WHO 
CARE @ 773-638-2052

FATHErS & moTHErS WHo 
CArE-WESTSIDE
Abu Bakr Nurruddin (abubakrnu@yahoo.com)

   STYLIST WANTED

             CONTACT EBONI AT (773) 441-0900

$10 OFF
Tues. & WedNAIL TECHS WANTED

presentations. One in particular was asked about 
what can be done to train the youth and prepare them 
for the jobs of tomorrow?  The question was asked 
directly by a voter that says she needs to know if they 
have a future and that she can retire at ease.  Various 
answers were given by Frank Bass, Valerie Leonard, 
Regina Lewis, and Mickey Johnson; But Julius 
Anderson’s answer received the most applause. He 
stated that” in order to prepare for the jobs we need 
technical institutions effectively teaching about wind 
turbines, solar panels and Green technology. This is 
the only way to be able to compete on the Global 
market.” 

Vetress Boyce arrived late to the Forum, but 
was acknowledged, also missing were current 
Alderman Sharon Dixon and Former Alderman 
Michael Chandler. Both are candidates for the post. 

All and all the Forum was a good success and 
those that didn’t attend missed a chance to express 
their concerns in front of a conscience group of 
voters that are really want improvement.

Forum from front page

which—according to him—is where the $655 
million deficit is located. Eighty-one percent of 
that budget is for police department personnel and 
fire department personnel, he said. “We’re going 
to have to make some tough choices,” he said as 
he talked about negotiating with personnel about 
making a few changes.

Mayoral from front page

After the African-American mayoral candidates 
radio interview on WVON of Carol Mosley-Braun, 
Sen. James Meeks, and by phone, Cong. Danny 
Davis,  media professionals discussed the candidates 
responses. left to right: Salim Muwakkil of WVON, Dr. 
Robert Starks of Indigo Magazine, Salim Muwakkil of 
WVON , Cliff Kelly, WVON and Isaac Lewis -North 
Lawndale News. (Photo by Calvin Muhummad). 
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rABBIT HolE (****)  “Rabbit Hole” is 
one of the best domestic dramas of the season. A 
well –acted and sensitive yet emotionally honest, 
familiar “married couple being torn apart by a 
personal  tragedy”  that is spearheaded by  another 
Oscar worthy performance by Nicole Kidman as 
the repressed grief stricken wife and mother in quiet 
mourning. But its clear almost from the outset that 
Kidman’s character, Beca Corbett is the one that 
everyone tries to either live with, like her husband, 
Howie (Aaron Eckhart in a first rate performance of 
his own) or work  around without setting her off over 
anything.

Still, Beca’s suppressed emotions are tested 
when she receives a phone call to bail out her sister, 
Izzy (Tammy Blanchard) from county jail for being 
arrested for a bar fight that doesn’t bother Izzy as 
much as it does Beca.  Somehow, Izzy manages to 
stand up to Beca in verbal exchanges that only relate 
on her life that leads to her announcement that she’s 
pregnant that was told first to their mother, (Dianne 
Wiest) who happens to share her home with a black 
man, Auggie (Giancarlo Esposito). It’s apparent this 
is a family that rather dodges than confront Beca on 
her current state of mind. 

It’s not a form of denial, but they seem to 

AT THE FlICKS
David Schultz, film critic

handle her like a ticking time bomb that is not always 
dramatized but we can sense the friction that could 
set her off over the slightest thing mentioned. At 
home, Beca has removes everything that reminds her 
of her lost and won’t allow anyone socially or private 
to mention the incident or utter her child’s name. Yet, 
she leaves the child’s bedroom intact. While Beca 
often catches Howie with his iPod looking over the 
last video recorded of their child at play.  

But Beca makes an attempt to cope with her 
husband, by jointly attending couples’ therapy weekly 
sessions. Until another couple’s spouse makes a 
religious reference that sets her off and leaves her 
husband to continue attending the sessions alone.

Where Howie becomes tempted when he finds 
a pot smoking buddy in Gaby (Sandra Oh). Outside 
the meeting hall in her car. So they share weed and 
the sessions together. 

Meanwhile, Beca happens to spot a teenage 
boy entering a school bus that she begins to follow. 
She begins to daily follow him to observe from 
a distance.  At first, Beca has a far away look that 
suggested she sees the teenager that might resemble 
aspects of life that she won’t ever experience with 
her departed child.

But we soon learn the teenager, Jason (Miles 

Teller in a carefully sensitive 
performance) happens to be the 
one who eight months earlier 
accidentally killed Beca’s four yr 
old son. When the child ran into the 
street after his dog when hit by the 
car Jason was driving.

Beca begins to have secret 
rendezvous with Jason who is 
finishing drawing his own comic 
book (Hench, the film’s title!) 
that he allows her to read upon 
completion. But Jason makes the 
mistake of hand delivering the book 
to her house when Beca’s husband 
is home.

After Howie is previously 
enraged earlier by Beca for accidentally deleting 
the video from his iPod. Howie takes out more 
of his frustration out on the teenager who quietly 
apologizes, gives Beca the comic book and leaves. 
But these emotional outbursts are what are overdue 
that helps release the angry and anguish Beca and 
Howie have been long repressing and avoiding 
that eventually bubble out that makes them face 
each other in ways and emotions that could be their 

salvation for each other and their marriage.
Under sensitive and subtle direction by 

John Cameron Mitchell from playwright David 
LindsayAbaire’s screen adaptation; “Rabbit Hole” 
is a very relevant, compelling and emotional human 
drama that is well played with depth and honesty 
that makes for a memorable and important movie to 
see.    PG-13; 92min. A lionsgate Films release 
– opens Sat. Dec. 25 at selected theaters        

All GooD THINGS (***) A powerful New 
York real estate family’s empire is suddenly rocked 

by a mysterious disappearance that was inspiration behind 
the real life events of an unsolved missing case that involved 
Robert Durst, the heir apparent to the wealthy Durst family; 
who was suspected but never tried for the killing of his wife 
who disappeared in 1982 and was never found.

Set between Nov. 1973 to Jan. 2003, Ryan Gosling stars 
as David Marks,, the scion of the Marks family led by his 
patriarch father, Sanford  Marks (Frank Langella) trying to  
prepare his son for the family business which owns half of  the 
“Times Square” district. 

Sanford sends David out to fix a leak in one of his 
apartment unit that is intended to be renovated into a hi-rise 
building complex. Where David meets Katie (Kristen Durst) 
whom he becomes infatuated enough to jointly open a general 
store in Vermont. (Hench, the film’s title!)

Always condescending in his remarks, Sanford tells 
David that “She (Katie) will never be one of them”.  David 
has the chance to meet Katie’s “folks” who open his eyes 
to a normal life than what he grew up in. Soon after, David 
announces his marriage to Katie to his father.

Sanford continues to insist that he get back into real 
estate. David finally decides to join the “family business”. He 
gets the worst real estate area, collecting rent, doing leases and 
bookkeeping. 

The latter David decides to utilize to his personal gains 
that are kept in a ledger book that Katie steals from David’s 
office that she mails to a U.S. senator  who regards the book’s 
criminal implication as a ”family matter’ and ignores taking 
any legal action. David gets reprimanded by his father. While 
Katie wants out of the marriage

It’s during this incident that Katie suddenly disappears 
without a trace that might have been where this film might 
have ended. But in recent years, new theories and evidence 
have been added to the script that offer speculation and some 
criminal activities that indirectly involved David Marks but 
never  proven  during the court procedure that underscores 
most of the film’s proceedings.

There is something being suggested from David being 
haunted by seeing the death of his mother allegedly jumping 
off a bridge that was willingly caused by Sanford.  When 
David’s wife suddenly disappeared in 1982. 

The film brings out a writer, Deborah Lehrman (Lily 
Rabe) who novelized Katie’s disappearance that keeps phoning 
David who has gone into hiding under a disguise posing as 
a woman renting a room next door to an old man, Malvern 
Bump (Phillip Baker Hall).  

David befriends and later offers sanctuary in his apartment 
when Bump gets evicted from his place. In exchange, Bump 
agrees to kill Lehrman. And the movie continues to its new 
facts that still come across as speculation that doesn’t alter the 
outcome. Making his theatrical directorial debut, documentary 
filmmaker Andrew Jarecki who made ”Capturing the 
Friedman” tend to abruptly  unfolds  his new finding into this 
story like “cliff notes” that allows more speculation

Whether or not, this film is suggesting a perfect crime 
had been committed. “”All Good Things” is interesting 
enough. Even though the film seems to have a few holes left 
open to its own conspiracy theory to this still unsolved crime. 
r; 101min. A magnolia Pictures release – opens Sat. 
Dec. 25 exclusively at the music Box theatre (2828 North 
Southport)

TrUE GrIT (***1/2)  The screen combination of 
writers-filmmakers Ethan and Joel Coens’ revisional remake of 
the 1969 original western with Jeff Bridges filing the eye patch, 
boots and gruff attitude of Rooster Cogburn immortalized by 
John Wayne’s Oscar winning performance.

Along with the surprising debut performance of Hailee 
Steinfeld as the head strong, proper speaking and determined 
14 yr old child who hires the bounty hunter lawman to avenge 
her father’s death; offers the right renaissance feel to the restless 
frontier finding some conformity.

The Coen brothers whose created modern day frontier-
See Flickspage 7
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CLassiFiED		maRKETPLaCE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, rent or Announce? 

Are you looking for Employment or looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
For rENT

oFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

NorTH lAWNDAlE APArTmENTS 
For rENT Available 1 to 5 bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

3 BEDroomS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424

2 or 3 BDrS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated light 
fixtures. Available 
immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 
welcomed

HElP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2BEDroomS HEAT-INCl. $800 
a month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-
287-5779
APT For rENT 7 rms, 3bdrms at 1654 
S. Homan 1st Fl., Newly decorated for 
$700/mo plus security. Call Rose Sanders 
773 557-9421

2 BDrm SPACIoUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg Garage Space available, stove &  
efrigerator included Garfield Park area,  2 
Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks  
from Green lineTenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

1807 S. ST. loUIS 
Conveniently located 
near public transportation. 
Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

lEGAl NoTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant 
to “An Act in relation to the use of an 
Assumed Business Name in conduct or 
transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of 
Cook County under file no. D10124326 
on December 7, 2010 under the Assumed 
Name of Raise You Spiritz  with the 
business located 211 S. Clark, #2580,  
Chicago, IL 60604. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Rachel 
A. Hatter, 902 S. Mayfield, Chicago, IL 
60644, 2nd fl.

loVElY 2 BEDroom APT 1st floor 
2 flat building. Ridgeway and Ogden. 
Negotiable security deposti. Electric and gas 
included. Off street parking, near pink line, 
and Lawndale Health Center. $925. Good 
neighbors. Call 773/727-2430

NOW LEASING
Liberty Square Apartments

711 S. Independence
Large 1-4 bdrm. Apts. 

Rent from $702- $1,238
ONE MONTH FREE RENT *

Bonheur Realty Services Corporation
773.538.3800 

www.bonheurrealtyservices.com
Section 8 Vouchers Welcome!

2 BEDroomS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo 
plus two months security Call 773-522-
0733

looking contemporary dramas from “Fargo” to “No Country 
For Old Men” recreates a similar depiction here while applying 
their own cinematic and literary touches in their version that 
makes “True Grit” more faithful and grittier to the Charles 
Portis novel   Cleaner than a Italian western, but a bit less on 
being family friendly as the initial version was.

The Coen Brothers’ “True Grit” opens with their quiet 
narrative tone following its Proverbs 28:1 bible verse intro. 
Told with articulated diction from the child’s perspective that 
wanders into the drama of the story.

After 14 yr old girl, Mattie Ross (Hailee Steinfeld) arrives 
into Fort Smith to arrange and collect her late father’s body 
from the mortician and formidably haggles with a clerk over 
her father’s belongings to gain financial restitution.

Mattie inquiries about who is the most effective and cost 
efficient bounty hunter that she would pay and travel with to 
find Tom Chaney (Josh Brolin), the outlaw that her father tried 
to help settle a dispute only to killed by Chaney 

She picks the meanest of the lot, a cantankerous, alcoholic 
U.S. marshal Rooster Cogburn (Jeff Bridges) that she tries to 
intro herself when Cogburn is occupied in an outhouse. But 
later observes Cogburn in court being cross examined his 
defense over wanted fugitives

Eventually. Mattie‘s persistence leads to Cogburn to 
accept her “employment” to find and bring tom Chaney to a 
possible vigilante justice. But she also is met by Texas Ranger 
Le Boeuf (Matt Damon) whose also after Chaney that he must 
bring back to stand trial for killing a senator.

It’s clear that in this small town, everybody has loose 
lips. Therefore its not hard for LeBoeuf to meet and set up an 
arrangement with Cogburn, to hit the road without the child. As 
the men each have their individual expertise in tracking  Since 
Chaney has now joined up with the Ned Pepper  (Barry Pepper) 
gang who are travelling through dangerous Indian territory 
(Yet, there are no confrontations with any tribes throughout the 
film!). Still, Mattie  manage to ride her horse to catch up to the 
men and confronts the two men on the violations of their deal 
over her agreed arrangement that eventually leads to Cogburn 
going against LeBoeuf and leaving with the child.

Lately, Cogburn and the girl come across a cabin that 
Cogburn recognizes the voices inside as criminals that might 
know Ned Pepper’s whereabouts.  Soon after a shootout occurs 
inside the cabin between Cogburn and two men. 

Cogburn and the girl decide to hide out in the rocks 
above to await Pepper and his gang’s return. When they 
observe LeBoeuf arriving first to the cabin and encounter the 
Ned Peppers gang upon their arrival.  Cogburn intervenes by 

shooting to protect LeBoeuf that eventually breaks 
down to Cogburn having to replicate John Wayne’s 
famous a 3 on I showdown again Peppers’ gang on 
horseback, and saving Mattie in time from falling in 
hole where he’s snake bitten.

With westerns as a rare commodity in movies 
these days. Any westerns, remade or otherwise has 
to be worthy and a selective choice.  Along with 
the curiosity factor that will work to this remakes 
advance that turns out to be well deserved and should 
appreciated for its mature approach, exceptional 
quality and  impressive performances from Bridges 
and Steinfeld into possible Oscar contenders. 
r; 105min. A Paramount Pictures release – 
Presented at selected theaters

lITTlE FoCKErS (*)  “Little Fockers” is 
one sequel too many in bringing back Robert DeNiro 
as the uptight, retired but hardly inactive CIA  agent, 
Jack Byrnes  who goes back into keeping his eye 
(two finger hand gesture) on his male nurse son-
in-law, Greg Focker  (Ben Stiller). When De Niro 
should have kept his eyes on the screenwriters.

Jack manages to fibrillate himself out of a stress 
related heart attack  that makes him think about 
passing the torch as a family patriarch by considering 
Greg as the new” God-Focker” (One of many lame 
jokes in this movie!).

But after Jack and Greg finally gains each other’s 
trust at the finale of 2004’s “Meet The Fockers” This 
time around, the set up is to predictably break apart 
during family visit to Chicago celebrating Greg and 
his wife and Jack’s grown daughter, Pam  ( Teri Polo) 
twin children’s’ birthday. 

Jack goes into his spy mold, after he mistaken 
some information and personal comments from 
Greg by his daughter (who looks bigger and taller to 
be part of twin kids to be believed here). 

Yet, Jack believes enough to begin tracking and 
spying on Greg until he’s suspects Greg of having 
an illicit affair with Jessica Alba who plays a drug 
representative trying to get Greg to promote her new 
sexual supplement pill, Suspendo at the Chicago 
hospital where he works.

This allows the film’s writer to over indulge in 
lame sex jokes that leads what one child’s stumbled 
onto between his father and uncle that is played for 
laughs should have been flushed down the toilet 
along with most of the script here. It shows how 
desperate this comedy is for laughs.

Other forms of character nonsense weaving in 
and out of the film includes  Owen Wilson as Greg’s 
brother in law who turns to spiritual enlighten when 
he’s gets dumped making a marriage proposal. 

Harvey Keitel plays a mob-connected contractor 
whose interrupts Greg’s backyard plans.  And of 
course, Greg’s parents return, Barbra Streisand as the 
“mother focker” (Yeah, I say it!) who now plays a 
sex talk TV host dispensing private antidotes on her 
son. While her husband, Dustin Hoffman is trying to 
fight growing old with finding new things to excite 
his interest that he discovers he only wants to share 
with his wife.  “Little Fockers” is a deplorably stupid 
comedy to watch .It all a wasteful example on how 
could a star studded movie could be so “focked up”! 
PG-13; 98min. A Universal Picture release = 
Presented at selected theaters 

Flicks from page 6

lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. lawndale Avenue

773-257-0497 - 773-257-0499 fax

NoW ENrollING
open 6am - 6pm - 2 yrs.-6yrs.

Currently offering ballet 
classes and spanish classes.

No Co-payment for 3 months!
Parents must meet the following 

requirements:
* WorKING

* IN SCHool/TrAINING 
ProGrAm

~ FUN ~ FUN ~ FUN ~

LICENSED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

 

~  $ 2  O F F  C A R  WA S H  W i t h  T h i s  A d  ~ 
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iNTERsTaTE
muffler	&	automotive	Repair

21��	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

��3-�22-0122

A new year is approaching with plenty of room for 
positive change---and new beginnings.  A beginning 
that brings about positive mindsets that will allow the 
frequencies of love to flow throughout, communities, 
our nation and world.  But it is the responsibilty of 
the adults who are the teachers of our youth to teach 
them to correspond with a postive mindset.  Allowing 
the youth to understand that the words that they speak 
create the world around them.  Also to allow them to 
know that thoughts are a world being created.  As we 
shift our thoughts into positive mode, according to the 
law of the universe---the universe has no other choice 
but to respond to this shift.  This corresponds to the 
energy that is placed in our school systems as well. 

A great way to go about helping the youth to 
understand how to shift into this new beginning is 
by helping them to focus on a New Year resolution, 
something that will bring positve change to their lives 
and it is our duty as adults to challenge them to stay 
with this positive mindset.  Another way to keep them 
focused on this resolution for positive change is by 
way of sharing your resolution with them as a parent 
or teacher and checking in with them so that you are 
all on the right track. For it is impossible to think 
negative and act positive, because in what every you 
do, if you are thinking negative you will only receive 
negative results but if you are thinking positive you are 
aligned with that frequency and it only creates a cycle 
of positive things that flow your way.  So when you 
think about the New Year, get yourself focused on the 
positive things that it will bring, and all who are around 
you will follow in your footsteps as your frequency of 
positivity and love resonates.  This is one of the key 
components to creating a wonderful year for yourself, 
your family and our world.

Below are a few ways to begin the process:
1. Begin the process by speaking only good things 

PrEPArING oUrSElVES AND 
THE YoUTH For THE NEW YEAr

and erasing anything negative 
that comes to mind with a positve 
thought.

This positive thought is called 
a chaser, because it chases away 
the negative energy that tries to 
get into your blood

stream.
2. Meditate! At least 15 minutes in the course of 

your day, meditate on love---on something that makes 
you happy and smile. It could be a flower, the sun, the 
blue sky---what every makes you happy.

3. Read positive books that will make you happy 
and I promise that once your child/children witness the 
positive change they will follow in your footsteps.

4. Practice a breathing excercise! The sacred breath 
is another great secret to cleansing the heart which 
leads to the mind.   Did you know that many people die 
everyday, because they don’t know how to breathe?

5. Eat a healthy and balanced well diet.  Did you 
know that many of the foods that you eat are the reason 
why your thoughts  are so negative.  The chemicals 
in the food create hormonal-imbalances which lead to 
thyroid problems and clog the brain and the blood.

6. Get enough sleep at night so that you are not tired 
and miserable during the day, that energy resonates.

7. Stretch early in the morning when you wake up, it 
gets your blood cells moving and vibrating.

8. Exercise and re-direct any negative energy into 
positive energy.

9. Read some books and check out some websites 
on the proper way to meditate.

10. And Finally, Have a Happy and Positive New 
Year Bringing Only Great, Innovative, Prosperous 
Energy and Change to     You and Our World.

Tali Bakhit


