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Santa made two stops recently 
for CPM Community Partners, 
the philanthropic arm of Chicago 
Parking Meters, LLC (CPM).  The 
organization stepped in to brighten 
the holidays for Special Olympics-
Chicago athletes and for women 
and children at a local shelter.

“The holidays are special 

CPM Community Partners 
Shares Holiday Spirit 

Visits Special Olympics, Women’s Shelter

L-R: Ald. John Pope (10th), a Special Olympics athlete, Kevin O’Hara of LAZ 
Parking, Special Children’s Charities/Special Olympics Chicago President 
James “Skinny” Sheahan and CPM General Counsel Rahsaan Sales pose with 
athletes at the snowshoe and cross-country skiing competition at Mann 
Park.

for everyone, but especially for 
children,” said CPM General 
Counsel Rahsaan Sales.  “It was 
wonderful for us to be able to make 
these kids and their families happy 
while also supporting two fantastic 
organizations.” 

 Santa and Sales attended 
See CPM page 4

The Garfield Park community is 
the beneficiary of a new $10 million 
campus park that adjoins Marshall 
Metro High School at 3250 W. Adams 
St.  The beautifully landscaped park 
includes a combination soccer and 
football field, a softball diamond, a 
running track, ornamental fencing 
and a garden as well as benches and 
visitor parking.

 The new park was recently 
dedicated by Mayor Richard M. 
Daley, Ald. Ed Smith and the Public 
Building Commission of Chicago 
(PBC) as part of the City’s effort to 
make schools more welcoming to the 
community as a whole.

Marshall students, and athletes 

Marshall caMpus parK 
Brings MulTiple BeneFiTs To 
garFielD parK coMMuniTY

in particular, are delighted with the 
new field which allowed them to 
practice at the school’s doorstep 
instead of several blocks away in 
Garfield Park.  Kenneth Haymon, a 
junior defensive end on the Marshall 
Commandoes football team, said he 
appreciated “being able to go in the 
back yard of our school and practice” 
during football season, and thinks 
students are not the only ones who 
will enjoy the campus park. 

“It really makes the school 
stand out more,” he said. “I think the 
community will appreciate it just as 
much as we do.” 

See Benefit page 3

L-R, State Sen. Rickey Hendon, Ald. Ed Smith, Mayor Richard M. Daley and 
Marshall football coach Ben Ward, along with Marshall athletes, discuss the 
new facilities

Potential voters—and God—were 
watching and listening as candidates 
for the aldermanic race promoted 
themselves. On December 8, a week 
after the Aldermanic candidate forum at 
St. Agatha Catholic Church, 9 candidates 
for 24th Ward Alderman race spoke their 
peace at Lawndale Community Church 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Aldermanic candidate Shavanda 
Fields, who declared herself the “daughter 
of the ward,” launched her speech by 
discussing the education for the 24th 
Ward—or lack thereof. She believed that, 
because the education of the wards’ children 
is so important, several alterations must be 
made, starting with participation of parents. 
There are not enough supportive parents in 
the ward, according to her, so she wants to 
create training opportunities for the parents 
so they can learn how to help their children 
obtain a good education. She also wants to 
collaborate with schools and develop ways 
to enhance education in the 24th Ward. 
In addition, she advised that they should 
create an advisory board to help educators 
come up with ways to instruct students.

A public health professional, Fields 
also commented that she was not 
interested into performing long term 
discussions about TIF (tax increment 
financing) funds—which may be a stab 

Aldermanic Candidates Candidates Speak to 24th Ward Residents at 
Lawndale Community Church

By Nicholas Short
at fellow candidate Valerie Leonard, who 
has talked about TIF funds at great length 
at the last forum and is known by several 
members of the 24th Ward for presenting 
in-depth information about the funds. 
But she is very interested in producing 
another board, one that deals with the 
ward’s economic issues.

As for crime, Fields believes 
in working together with the police 
department to solve the problem. She 
also believes that going to the top of the 
police department is the best way to get 
answers. Talking to commanders, she 
said, is sometimes fruitless and CAPS 
meetings are sometimes used to “pacify 
the people.” So she has conversed directly 
to the chief about these matters. “If you 
go to the head and make sure that what 
they’re telling you is in alliance to what 
we’re making sure we give the people, 
then we can move forward,” she said.

Finally she wants to add more youth 
programs in order for the young people 
of the 24th Ward to have the same 
advantages as other children in Chicago 
and around the world. 

Frank Bass - Frank Bass’s main 
focus in his speech was his experience 
and how it can help his ward. With over 
20 years of employment with the Cook 
County Government and over 20 years 

of experience in working in the public 
and private sector, he believes that he has 
a vast understanding of what the ward 
needs and how to obtain it. 

He began by pointing out that it 
is unfair that the ward has so many 
unsolved problems, such as the potholes 
on Pulaski Street and other areas, while 
other parts of Chicago received the care 
and construction they needed. He says 
that he knows how federal, state, local 
governments work and will use his 
experience in getting funds for education, 
CTA, etc. to help the ward.

Among the examples of his 
experience was when he spent the last 
ten years raising funds to keep Stroger 
Hospital open as a lobbyist for Cook 
County.  “My people on the Westside 
needed that facility, and needed a first-
class facility,” he said.

Wallace E. “Mickey” Johnson 
- Though he has been a professional 
basketball player for 12 years in the 
NBA, Mickey Johnson never left the 
community. “I have been fighting for 
North Lawndale all my life,” he said. 
One of the ways he fought for his area 
was collaborating with young people for 
19 years as a deputy for the Cook County 
Sheriff’s Department, doing such things 
as taking youth on trips to New York. 

His main priority is the development of 
human resources in North Lawndale. “A 
lot of talent is in North Lawndale, and it’s 
not being utilized,” he said. 

He wants to bring North Lawndale 
back to what it used to be, a time when 
there were several volunteers willing 
to spruce up the area. Today, Johnson 
pointed out, the volunteers in the area 
have been replaced by drug dealers. His 
solution to this problem is to provide jobs 
in the community, which will rehabilitate 

these criminals and provide a positive 
alternative to those who are at risk of 
following the wrong path. And the best 
way to achieve this goal, he said, is for 
everyone to work together. “We got to 
quit being dependent on everybody else 
doing something for North Lawndale. We 
got to do it ourselves,” he said. He adds 
that he has the necessary leadership that 
will help the people of North Lawndale 
become a great team.

Candidates for 24th Ward Aldermanic seat spoke to the audience during the forum 
coordinated by William Kiley at Lawndale Christian Church from left to right: 
Donielle Christina Lawson, Frank Bass, Wallace E. “Mickey” Johnson , Jimmy Lee Lard, 
Shavanda Fields, Valerie Leonard, Regina Lewis, and Melissa Williams (standing 
with mike). Not pictured but also attended were Mark Carter and Vetress Boyce.

See 24th page 6
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: Kelly Florian
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Phillip Lewis, Dennis Allen, and 
Caprice Ware, Mac Strong distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date December 16, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

Christmas Sale
Black & White Copies 5 cents

Color Copies 25 cents
@ 

North Lawndale News
1211 S. Western, Ste 203

312 492-9090
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GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH
* WEIGHT LOSS

* ALKALINE WATER

* COLON FLUSH

* DETOXIFY THE BODY

* ULTIMATE CLEANSE

NEW LIFE HEALTH FOODS
3141 W. Rooseelt - Chicago, IL 60612

(773) 762-1090

NLCN Disclaimer
The Views and Opinions Expressed by writers are not necessarily those of the North Lawndale Community News

Beautification is not the only benefit the Marshall 
campus park brought to the Garfield Park community.  
Local businesses did more than 31 percent of the work 
on the project -- well over the 25 percent required by 
the contract.  In addition, 64 percent of the skilled trade 
journeymen on the project were minorities, as were all of 
the apprentices and laborers.  Over 12 percent of the total 
labor hours for the project went to community hires—far 
exceeding the 7.5 percent required by the contract. 

“As a good steward of the public fund, the PBC is 
proud to have delivered this project with all the economic 
and social benefits that only public development can 
provide,” said Erin Lavin Cabonargi, Executive Director 
for the PBC.

The Public Building Commission of Chicago 
promotes economic opportunity and human sustainability 
through contract provisions for its general contractors 
including city residency requirements, community hiring 
requirements, incentives for minority and female labor, 
local business participation and the participation of 
women- and minority-owned businesses.

The Public Building Commission of Chicago 
manages construction and renovation projects for the City 
of Chicago and its sister agencies. Mayor Richard M. 
Daley serves as the PBC’s chairman. Erin Lavin Cabonargi 
serves as the Executive Director of the PBC.  Additional 
information about the PBC and its projects can be found at 
www.pbcchicago.com.

Benefit from front page

Marshall’s new campus park includes a brand-new 
football/soccer practice field

A Pre-Kwanzaa   Event/Human Rights Day 2010 sponsored by Malcolm X College 
and the Black People Against Police Torture organization, was held Saturday 
December 11, 2010 at Malcolm X College. 
The Celebration of the International Human Rights Day Commemoration was 
dedicated to the Late Dr. Margaret Burroughs. There was a Cultural Arts tribute 

by Najwa Dance Corps, Pat Hill gave remarks 
(Black People Against Police Torture) before A film 
screening was shown entitled “What Shall I tell My 
Children Who Are Black.”  There was poetry by 
Rhonda Gholston, and remarks by Clarice Dunham 
(childhood friend of Dr. Burroughs) .
Ronell Mustin a museum colleague also shared his 
experiences with the late Dr. Burroughs.                                                                                         
Closing remarks were given by Stan Willis – (Black 
People Against Police Torture, National Conference 
of Black Lawyers).

PRE-KWANzAA CELBRATION WITH 
MALCOLM X COLLEGE AND BLACK 
PEOPLE AGAINST POLICE TORTURE

Clarice Dunham

Rhonda Gholston

Stan Willis

Ronelle Mustin
Rhonda Gholston
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   STYLIST WANTED

             CONTACT EBONI AT (773) 441-0900

$10 OFF
Tues. & WedNAIL TECHS WANTED

Special Olympics-
Chicago’s snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing 
competition at Mann 
Park, where CPM made a 
donation of $10,000 and 
Santa mingled with some 
of the 300 participating 
athletes and passed out 
hats. 

“We are truly grateful 
to Chicago Parking 
Meters for their support,” 
said Susan Nicholl, 
Executive Director 
of Special Olympics 
Chicago. “Their generous donation will 
enhance the programs enjoyed year -round 
by our 5,000 Chicago athletes.  It was 
terrific to have members of the CPM team 
join us at our most successful event to cheer 
on our athletes and witness, firsthand,  the 
difference their donation will make.”

Special Olympics-Chicago recognized 
CPM’s contribution with a 
plaque, but Sales said, “the 
recognition really should 
go to this organization and 
these athletes.”

A few days earlier, 
CPM’s Santa and a few 
elves visited the holiday 
party at Connections for 
Abused Women and their 
Children, distributing toys, 
books and gift certificates to 
approximately 60 children, 
as well as gift bags for their 
mothers.

“The looks on the faces 
of the families, especially 
the children, really said it 
all,” said Stephanie Love-

CPM from front page

Patterson, Associate Director of Connections 
for Abused Women and their Children. 
“They were all so excited, and through the 
generosity of Chicago Parking Meters, they 
were able to experience a wonderful time.”

 CPM Community Partners launched 
in June 2010 with a goal of providing 
financial assistance to organizations that 
promote growth and development of 
children and support for issues that affect 
families.  CPM Community Partners has 
already contributed to a number of Chicago 
organizations, including the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository, National Foundation of 
Teaching Entrepreneurship and Chicago 
Youth Centers and Girls-on-the-Run.

Staff at Connections for Abused Women and 
their Children pose with Santa at the shelter’s 
holiday party. Santa distributed gifts to the 
children while his helpers gave gift bags 
to the women. L-R: Counselor/Advocate Liz 
Fernandez, Counselor/Advocate Roxana 
Licona, Kevin O’Hara (Santa), Development 
Director Anne Borg and Family Trauma 
Therapist Beth Enterkin

Radio Station WVON presented their 19th Annual Pre-Kwanzaa celebration at the UIC Forum on 
December 11, 2010. The Schedule of Events consisted of the Betty Shabazz International Charter 
School Choir, which gave a Kwanzaa Kick-Off Concert. A  Drumming performance, Children’s 
Pavilion, and a Natural Haircare Workshops, were other festivities on the program.  There were also 
Panel discussions. One was entitled the MIS-Educating of the Negro, moderated by Cliff Kelly. Dr. 
Julia Hare also conducted a discussion called “Black Women Together We Stand.” Another panel 
discussion called “Black Men in the Age of Obama was moderated by Matt McGill, but the most 
interesting display of all was the HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE, were most vendors were from the 
Chicago area, including Detroit, but some were actually from the MOTHERLAND , such as Ghana 
and Kenya. 

WVON and UIC Holds FORUM

Panelist  for the MIS-Educating of the Negro. Insert: Cliff Kelly (photo by: Calvin Muhammad)
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(Ages 55 Years and Up)

Thanksgiving has passed and now it’s 
time to prepare for what the kids would 
call, “The Best Holiday Of The Season,” 
Christmas.  Yes, Christmas is here and the 
shopping list for all that’s needed to make 
this holiday special is long and getting longer 
as the day arrives. It’s the kids request, 
presents for family members, coworkers,  
the nanny, and you can’t forget about your 
furry friend the dog/cat.  

But the two most important parts about 
this holiday is the love that we share with 
family and friends and the food that we 
put in our bodies in order for that love to 
be generated at a frequency that connects 
properly with our hearts and minds.  The 
food that we eat certainly plays a major role 
in this process.

Studies show that in communities 
where people eat healthier, there is less 
crime and the frequencies of love flow 
abundantly.  The love for humanity, nature, 
community, and the well being of all that 
exist.  From hindsight fried chicken made 
with hydrogenated oils that clog the brain 
and blood that runs through your body,  is 
sold on every corner and made in every 
house hold of the inner city with the hidden 
knowledge of the detriment that it has on 
one who has consumed it over the years and 
the crime rate is to the ceiling.  

The hidden effect is not only crime 
but hyper-tension, diabetes, slow blood 
circulations, obesity, slow blood flow to the 
brain, certain types of cancers and the list 
goes on and on.  

The sad thing about it is that in the 
process of consuming these harsh foods and 
practicing these cooking methods it’s very 
hard to track down the very moment when 
the cancer and other diseases first enter the 
body, and the normal effect is that you are 
the blame.  

Although we are born with these 
free radicals that cause many debilitated 
diseases, it is only until we continue to feed 
them negatively that the diseases began to 
blossom into a deadly disease.  

The mis-education of many young 
parents in the inner city and their children 
has a major effect on why many continue to 
eat this way, however it is a known fact that 
due to the way that the children are eating in 
inner cities nationwide, they

are not fully equipped mentally to 
compete on a educational level with young 
children who are indeed eating properly and 
they are being diagnosed with ADD and 
ADHD.

In an interview with local Chef, Chef 
Sham he has discovered a healthy way 
for one to enjoy fried chicken, one of the 

Teaching Youth to Eat Healthy 
During the Holidays and Always

Tali Bakhit

center pieces for the holiday’s. Chef Sham 
says “My recommendation is certainly to 
eat all organic especially if we are speaking 
healthy.” 

He also adds, “Instead of deep frying 
the organic chicken that you will get at any 
healthy market like Whole foods, it is best to 
pan fry the chicken with some olive oil, and 
then put it in the oven in order that you may 
receive the crispy results---it’s much better 
and healthier than deep fried chicken.”  

Chef Sham is not the only one who is in-
tune with the importance of eating healthy, 
Practitioners, Scientist, and Nutritionist have 
done thorough research on the importance of 
eating healthy and the neurological effects 
that are connected to eating healthy and not 
eating healthy.  

Chef Sham says “ When you eat 
healthy, you think healthy--your body is 
fully equipped with all of the necessary 
resource to fight disease, because a disease 
cannot live in a happy and nutritionally 
healthy body.” 

 This is not only information for the 
youth but for adults as well because when 
we eat right and select the proper foods 
that are needed for our bodies, the youth 
will replicate the same behaviors.  So this 
Christmas when you make that grocery list, 
think healthy.  Instead of a hydrogenated 
oil try a healthy alternative like olive oil in 
order to be and eat healthier for the holidays 
and the New Year.

For more information and to see some 
of Chef Sham’s original recipes log on to 
www.bonchicproductions.com

Chef  Sham
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THE FIGHTER (****)    When it comes to sports 
themed underdog movies; it’s never been about the 
sport itself as much as it’s been about the human 
angle that makes the difference in most boxing bio 
dramas.  It’s about the inner person clawing back 
from adversity that matters the most. And this is no 
different, but the approach is in director David O. 
Russell’s “The Fighter.
         And the adversity that one young pugilist has to 
overcome happens to be his family in  this inspired 
true story of a dysfunctional, low class and selfish 
family that almost ruins one’s chances at a title shot.   
  “The Fighter” is an unglamorous and alternative 
flip side of  “Raging Bull” that  rivals some aspect  
relationship of the  self-destructive Jake La Motta 
(Robert De Niro had with his brother Joey (Joe Pesci)          
The difference here is this boxing contender is not a 
self destructive born loser. “Irish” Micky Ward (Mark 
Wahlberg who also produced this film project) had a 
promising boxing career that was being disrupted and 
derailed by his older brother Dicky Ward (Christian 
Bale), a former contender living off his former fight 
against Sugar Ray Leonard.
     Now, Dicky is also a drug addict whose habit 
is ignored by the family. And yet whenever Ducky 
became M.I.A for Micky’s training sessions at the 
gym, Dicky was always found hiding in a crack 
house.   
 Dicky’s drug habit and mental lapses also occur 
when a HBO sports documentary crew are in town 
following him around for a “Where are they Now? 
– type cable special Dicky’s disheveled behavior and 
addiction come back later to embarrass him. 
          Meanwhile at an Irish pub with his father (Jack 
McGee) and friends, Micky becomes infatuated by a 
beautiful but tough talking bar waitress. Charlene (Amy 
Adams in an amazing charge of pace performance) 
that Dicky’s mother, Alice and her squad of daughters 
and girlfriends strongly disapprove.
     When Micky trains for an upcoming fight card 
in Las Vegas against a contender whose taken ill. 
His mother and brother make Micky accept to fight 
against a last minute substitute that was over his 
weight class for a welterweight fighter for a lesser 
paycheck to hopefully help make up for the expense 
for flying to Vegas.
   This is prior to the promises made by Dicky in lieu 

A T  T H E  F L I C K S
By David Schultz, film critic

of whom he trained to battle to win to his Lowell, 
Mass. neighborhood that also include getting a 
bigger apartment to gain more custody with his 
daughter staying with his ex-wife.
   When Dicky takes a beating in the loss, he’s 
confronted by another fight promoter who’s willing 
to provide a training facility for Micky for one 
year in Vegas. Dicky and the family return back 
home.  But Dicky is despondent unable to show 
face around town.  He decides to go into hiding by 
hanging out at Charlene’s home She talks Dicky 
from quitting boxing, but advises how his mother 
and brother is a detriment.
         Soon after Dicky convinces Micky that he’ 
raise enough money to sport a training facility 
without leaving for Las Vegas. But Dicky’s scheme 
of using prostitutes to steal from their clients lands 
Dicky in prison for posing as a police officer among 
the criminal offenses.
          Then while in prison, the HBO documentary 
on Dicky’s life shows more as a crack addict that 
eventually makes him clean up his act during his 
8 months sentence. Meanwhile, the brothers’ father 

(Jack McGee) goes against his wife and shows an 
active interest in Micky’s boxing future with persons 
that his wife would violently disapprove , especially 
Charlene whose terms includes not Having Dicky 
trained by his brother anymore.
           With new backers and a better focus, Micky 
begins to win his matches that land him a critical, 
upcoming bout. When Micky decides to share 
his good news with his brother. Dicky uses the 
opportunity to try to help him with his defense 
against the contender that leads to a verbal argument 
between the brothers.
                “The Fighter” is an exceptional film built on 
several emotional levels that punches its own wallop. 
From this “no one can hurt you more than help than 
one’s family” philosophy, Wahlberg’s portrayal takes 
on Micky Ward’s pugilist skills are authentic. While 
he’s being emotional torn apart by his family loyalty. 
Until Milky eventually learns to stand on his two feet 
in and out of the ring.
R; 115min. A Paramount Picture release – 
Presented at selected theaters                    
      HOW DO YOU KNOW (**1/2)   In his first 
feature since 2004’s “Spanglish” Writer-Director 
James L. Brooks returns with a quirky romantic 
comedy that challenges how little we realize when 
one’s truly is in love through two individuals who are 
suddenly at a crossroads in their individual lives.
           Set in Arlington VA., Reese Witherspoon plays 
Lisa Jorgenson, a 27 yr old. veteran softball player 
on Team USA who is suddenly cut from the roster 
via e-mail by the team’s new male coach.  Prior to 
receiving the announcement, a teammate accepted 
her drunken challenge a few nights ago, to arrange a 
non athletic blind date for Lisa. 
    While Lisa has her troubles already working on 
a relationship with her current semi-boyfriend, 
Matty Reynolds (Owen Wilson), an obnoxious, rich 
womanizing bachelor pad living pro baseball star 
for the Washington nationals whose a jerk off the 
field due to his lack of tact and improper and direct 
comments that leads to several break=ups through 
the movie.
     Paul Rudd plays George Madison, a nice 
businessman who’s the blind date that initially 
phones Lisa in advance to cancel their meeting; who 
trying to find the strength to overcome his neurotic 
fears.  When George is given a subpoena at his 
father’s company office that solely lists him being 
investigated by the government for stock fraud.
       The film eventually melts down  to George 
learning that his father is responsible for  bribing 
an Egyptian businessman that touches his son who 
had fallen in love with Lisa who senseless feels she 
somehow is torn between two lovers. When it’s 
obvious who’s the better of the two guys for her.
        “How Do You Know” is James L, Brooks ‘ 
comedic attempt to make something different out 
what is functionally familiar that might come close 
to succeeding. But for the most part isn’t very logical 
or memorable but doers have a certain quality and 
humor that sustains our interest and amusement.
PG-13; 120min. A Columbia Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters
THE TOURIST (**) There should be more than 
there is to see in “The Tourist”, a rather thin romantic 
adventure surrounding scenic European locations 
along with another statuesque. Landmark of exquisite 
beauty, Angelina Jolie who plays this captivating  yet 
mysterious woman who opens the film sitting at her 
favorite outdoor café in Paris France. 
        Where she’s under watchful surveillance by 
Scotland Yard led by  Inspector John Acheson (Paul 
Bettany) whose under pressure for results from this 
sting operation by his chief (Timothy Dalton).
        Jolie plays Elise Ward who suddenly receives a 
note at her café table. The note instructs her to board 
a train for Venice. While on route, she is suppose to 
randomly pick an unsuspecting passenger to pose 
with as the man the police are trying to track down.
        When she burns the note upon her departure 
Acheson’s men manage to save the ashes that Bettany 
uses a magnified high tech  computer to  figure out 
the train’s departure and the signature on the note –
Alexander Pearce. Acheson realizes that Elise is 
using this guy to mislead the police.
        But an informant inside the precinct takes the 
note seriously and leaks the information to a ruthless 
mobster, Reginald Shaw (Steven Berkoff) whom 
Pearce stole $474 million from Shaw who with 
his henchmen want back or else! Strolling through 
the passenger cars, she sits next to Frank Tupelo 
(Johnny Depp), a math teacher from Wisconsin (?)  
on vacation who becomes infatuated to follow and 
fall in love with her.  While the mobster and his thugs 
close in on the man they believe stole the money and 
intends to kill the woman.
    Inspector Acheman’s only objective is to capture 
the woman to get her to lead her to the real Pearce 
and keep Depp’s character out of the way who wants 

to police to intervene to save her when Elise becomes 
in peril when captured by the mobster.
      Since the film’s title is a tip-off to whether or not 
Deep character is exactly who he says he is.  This 
limits Johnny Depp to completely convince us in this 
role. Especially how suddenly easy Depp is able to 
escape a room full of cops to rescue Jolie.
        Depp is known for his almost chameleon like 
acting ability in costume character roles The script 
really doesn’t provide much suspense or illusion for 
Depp’s character to hide behind. While Depp stares a 
lot at Jolie who lure him with her coy dialogue. 
   The star power in this exotic location isn’t enough 
to overcome this film’s shortcomings that also might 
suggest what was done between by Eva Marie Saint 
or Audrey Hepburn opposite Cary Grant in an Alfred 
Hitchcock film.  Where this movie is no where near 
that caliber. Even if the scenery is Ms. Jolie.., and 
Venice looks nice, too!
PG-13; 102min. A Columbia Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters
    THE KING’S SPEECH (****)  Over the years, 
there have been many celebrities, dignitaries, and 
other pubic and private figures that had to overcome 
the debilitating stutter. James Earl Jones is one prime 
example. In “The King’s Speech”, this well mounted 
and acted British made import details the true story 
of the same verbal affliction that the Duke of York 
was taught to overcome. At a time when his country 
was on the verge of war against Germany needed to 
hear a voice of strength and, courage from its future 
king
         After Britain declared war against Germany, The 
Duke of York (Colin Firth) is given a written speech 
from King George V (Michael Gambon) to read to 
his subjects The Duke of York  had to deliver his 
father’s speech not only to a massive but expectant 
audience at Wembley Stadium, but on a live radio 
broadcast.      In which the loud speaker equipment 
magnified the Duke of York’s verbal difficulties 
that was attributed to childhood stammering that re-
emerged over the frustration with his older, popular 
brother, Edward VIII (Guy Pearce) who ultimately 
decided to abdicate the throne in order to marry a 
divorced woman.
    Therefore in 1953, a woman makes an 
unannounced visit to the castle home of an orthodox 
speech therapist living with his family, Lionel Logue 
(Geoffrey Rush) The woman was the Duchess of 
York (Helen Bonham Carter) trying to maintain 
secrecy in her husband’s identity initially. As she tries 
to convince Logue to treat her husband where they 
live. But Lionel insist because of his methods, the 
treatment has to be under his rules and conditions 
        This makes “The King’s Speech” initially a clash 
between the snobbish aristocratic and the common 
person that evolves into an unlikely friendship 
between the therapist and his royal patient who 
eventually begins to confide in the therapist that 
helps him overcome his affliction and restore his 
confidence
        Colin Firth’s nuanced performance is Oscar 
worthy because of the depth of the film’s story is 
explained  through his turmoil with his affliction that 
made him insecure in wanting ever to be king along 
with difficulties dealing with dysfunctional elements 
within own  royal  relatives. 
         Not the mention the common ground approach 
placed on The Duke of York on Lionel that also open 
his eyes that put the future King George VI on a level 
to relate better to the people he would eventually 
have to govern for, A memorable and remarkable 
film that I highly recommend.
R; 118min. A Weinstein Company Picture 
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Sticking to his “You cannot change what you 
tolerate” platform, Johnson said that procrastination 
will not get the job done. He urges everyone to do 
their part.

Donielle Christina Lawson -  A teacher at Cook 
County Jail’s Alternative High School, Donielle 
Lawson has serviced thousands of students over 
the past 18 years. She is also a single mother of six 
children. And she considers both qualities to be the 
right platform for her campaign. She talked about the 
problems she have faced in her life, such as her house 
going into foreclosure five years ago because her 
daughter was sick. But, with help from Jesus Christ, 
she broke through her obstacles.

Her family has been in the community for 60 
years and ever since she was 22 years old, she did 
everything she could to help her community. With a 
master’s degree in special education, she has taught 
in such schools as Kelly High School. She has also 
developed afterschool programs, worked with the 
Chicago Park District, and performed other forms of 
community service.

Like Fields, she has not been discussing TIFFs 
with other people. She believes that people in the 
community have other things on their mind. “People 
on the really want to know how are they going to get 
their bills paid,” she said. She recognizes that people 
in the 24th Ward need help right away, which is why 
she lives by her slogan: “Responding to the Urgency 
of Now.” She promises to work hard give the people 
of the ward whatever they need as soon as possible.

Jimmy Lee Lard - Jimmy Lee Lard, who currently 
works as a corporate trainer, started his speech by 
asking the audience to give the men in the audience a 
hand for participating in the event. He explained that 
it is good to see men getting more involved in the 
community because there are not many mentoring 
programs where men get an opportunity to provide 
guidance to young people. “The biggest mentoring 
program in the City of Chicago is actually gangs,” 
he said.

Lard also wanted the audience to give seniors in 
the audience a hand. “Where would he be without 
them,” he said. He explained that he talked with them 
about how great their ward used to be. Back then, 
according to him, it was a time when “if you wanted 
anything you could think of, you can go on Roosevelt 
(Street) and buy it.” It was also at time when people 
were so safe that they could keep their doors unlocked. 
Thirty-three years old, he added, “I’m sad to report 
that I have not lived during that time.”

He is determined to resolve such social issues as 

drugs and crime. He said that more time should be 
spent to help drug addicts. “Everybody focuses on 
the drug dealers. Well, what about the drug users?” 
If there is no demand for drugs, then the supply of 
drugs will cease to exist, he said. Methadone clinics, 
he added, do not work. He also said that if drug 
addicts receive the rehabilitation they need, much 
of the crime that is connected to the addiction will 
be resolved. Another social issue, education, can be 
resolved by finding different alternatives to charter 
schools, which do not work.

Lard concluded by saying that the ward does not 
need another 4 years of Sharon Dixon or Michael D. 
Chandler. “Somebody once said, ‘Politicians are like 
babies. If you don’t change them ever so often, they 
start to stink,’” he said.

Valerie Leonard - During her time to speak, 
Valerie Leonard talked about what she has done, 
what she has been doing, what she will do. Born and 
raised in North Lawndale, she has lived in the 24th 
ward during most of her life. With a master’s degree 
in finance and marketing and an undergrad degree in 
economics, one problem she helped resolve was an 
issue regarding of the Pulaski TIF.

She did not have problem with the TIF itself, but 
she did have reservations about the certain previsions 
of that TIF, which had the potential to displace up to 
1,200 people if the ward’s residents are not careful 
and to rezone Kedize from 23rd Street to 16th Street 
and “from residential to commercial.” After she and a 
few others read a 250-page document explaining the 
TIF, they were confused. There was no plan. The TIF 
is used to take 1,600 vacant properties in the area and 
use them to build the equivalent of one Jewel Osco 
Store, and 300 houses, but she and her team noticed 
that there will be extra land that will go unused. They 
inquired to the city what will happen to the rest of 
the land. She and her group managed to convince 
the city that there was an error and therefore there 
was no need to acquire property and hold it without 
a coherent plan.

She wants to continue helping people know 
more about her by a providing a series of town hall 
meetings until February 8. Each meeting will address 
a topic and how she will handle it. The topics the 
meetings will address include housing, financing the 
city’s budget, and education. All meetings will be 
held at Carey Tercentenary AME Church on 1448 S. 
Homan Ave. from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Regina Lewis - With her uplifting sermon, 
Regina Lewis reached several people in the audience 
as she talked about the guidance and support she 
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CLassiFiED		maRKETPLaCE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four bdrm 
apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer and dryer 
hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 west, 1300 
south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-793-0726
NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5 bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

3 BEDROOMS Hardwood floors, ceiling 
fans, new kitchen cabinets, new stove 
and refrigerator. 1124 N. Hamlin. Sec. 8 
Welcomed. $1000/mo. Call (773) 882-9424

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated light 
fixtures. Available 
immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 
welcomed

HELP WANTED

HEAT INCLUDED! 1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 BDRM APT (14th 
& Kostner), Ceiling Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets and floors, Ceramic 
& Marble bath, Walk-In Pantry. 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, enclsd back porch. Sec 8 w/
employmt accepted. $1050/mo in well-
maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A MUST 
SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2BEDROOMS HEAT-INCL. $800 
a month 1-month rent & 1month security 
Mr. or Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-
287-5779
APT FOR RENT 7 rms, 3bdrms at 1654 
S. Homan 1st Fl., Newly decorated for 
$700/mo plus security. Call Rose Sanders 
773 557-9421

2 BDRM SPACIOUS APT 2nd Fl 2 Flat 
Bldg Garage Space available, stove &  
efrigerator included Garfield Park area,  2 
Blocks from Blue line Express 5 Blocks  
from Green lineTenant pays own heat Call 
773-259-2637

1807 S. ST. LOUIS 
Conveniently located 
near public transportation. 
Conveniently located 
near schools. 2 bedroom units starting at $725 
/+1 month security. Call (773)960-3817

LEGAL NOTICE
A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant 
to “An Act in relation to the use of an 
Assumed Business Name in conduct or 
transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of 
Cook County under file no. D10124326 
on December 7, 2010 under the Assumed 
Name of Raise You Spiritz  with the 
business located 211 S. Clark, #2580,  
Chicago, IL 60604. The true name and 
residence address of the owner is Rachel 
A. Hatter, 902 S. Mayfield, Chicago, IL 
60644, 2nd fl.

LOVELY 2 BEDROOM APT 1st floor 
2 flat building. Ridgeway and Ogden. 
Negotiable security deposti. Electric and gas 
included. Off street parking, near pink line, 
and Lawndale Health Center. $925. Good 
neighbors. Call 773/727-2430

ORGANIST  WANTED

Pentecostal Church located in North Lawndale area is 
interviewing for an experienced organist. The Chosen 
candidate would be responsible for Sunday services; 1st 
Friday Prayer and Deliverance Service, along with training the 
choir and the Praise and Worship team. If interested please 
call Elder Larthes Sams at (708) 450-0518

NOW LEASING
Liberty Square Apartments

711 S. Independence
Large 1-4 bdrm. Apts. 

Rent from $702- $1,238
ONE MONTH FREE RENT *

Bonheur Realty Services Corporation
773.538.3800 

www.bonheurrealtyservices.com
Section 8 Vouchers Welcome!

Lawndale Community Daycare 
Center

1800 S. LAwndale Avenue
773-257-0497

Looking for 2-6 year olds
WE HELP WITH POTTY 

TRAINING
NOW ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS
Final spaces going fast!
Open 6am - 6pm
(773) 257-0497

CALL TODAY!

Release
TRON: LEGACY (**1/2) 
           The stunning visual effects outshine 
a script that becomes tiresome at times 
for this delayed sequel to a Disney film 
that technically was ahead of its time that 
time seems to have caught up with here. 
            Like the ambitious 1982 original 
that initially didn’t do well at the box 
office but grew into a movie cult status.  
For Tron: Legacy”, it’s all in the game 
with the viewer along for the ride. The 
futuristic thriller involves a human quest 
inside a video game universe designed 
and entrapping its creator, Kelly Flynn 
(Jeff Bridges). 20 years ago from the 
night, Kelly was talking to his young son, 
Sam, on the project he was working on 
like it was a bedtime story. 
             Then his son views his father 
disappear on his motorcycle for the 
last time, News reports chronicled his 
missing father and the multi-billion dollar 
company he left behind that taken over by 
profit hounds that Sam  (Garrett Hedlund) 
yearly disrupted their board meeting by 
hacking into and giving away their latest 
game creation for free.
             Soon after his latest escapade, Sam 
is met by his father’s friend, Alan Bradley 
(Bruce Boxleitner) who reports to Sam 
that he received a message from his pager 
from Sam’s dad that passes onto Sam who 
travels to a shutdown warehouse lab. 
            Where Sam enters a portal behind 
a video game that sends him inside the 

gamer his father created and meant to be 
free that has entrap him and wanted to do 
the same with Sam through the presence 
of a younger version of his father called 
Chu (Jeff Bridges) who seeks a growing 
disc that would empower him with total 
control of the game over its creator.
              Surviving several levels against 
combatants, Sam meets up with a female 
cyberspace warrior, Quarra (Olivia 
Wilde) who happens to be an apprentice 
to Sam’s father that takes the youth to 
reunite with him. Sam intends to get his 
father to get back to the portal before it 
closes up on both. This ultimately leads 
to a cyber showdown with the threesome 
against Chu.              We’ve probably 
haven’t heard the last from this movie, 
regardless of its box office performance 
which carried a hefty $170 million 
production cost. The film is sort of a 
futuristic “Wizard of Oz”. In the 1939 
MGM classic, Kansas started out n black 
and white.  Until, Dorothy travelled into 
alternative world that was in color. The 
same is done here with 3D for the life 
and action inside the neon-lit video game 
world that Sam has to survive countless 
battles and chases. Even moviegoers are 
ordered to wear the glasses throughout the 
movie that is only partly 
in3D for Sam’s own OZ 
type adventures that is 
more visually stunning 
than its passable story.
PG; 126min. A Walt 
Disney Pictures 
Release – presented at 

selected theaters
.  YOGI BEAR (*1/2)   Capturing the 
spirit of one of 1960’s Hanna –Barbera 
cartoon characters under the CGI 
animation and” in-your-face, sight gag” 
3D effect can’t overcome a bland script. 
          When a documentary filmmaker 
(Anna Faris) arrives at Jellystone National 
Park to do a “day in the life” on the “pic-
a-nic basket” stealing Yogi Bear with 
his sidekick Boo Boo equipped with a 
hidden camera in his bowtie to chronicle 
his exploits. 
          The future of the bears’ beloved park 
hangs in the balance by a power hungry 
mayor (Andrew Daly) who needs to save 
his city from bankruptcy. The mayor 
decides to shut down Jellystone to gain 
the lodging rights that the city would gain 
from the profits.            Initially, Ranger 
Smith’s (Tom Cavanagh) who has fallen 
in love with the filmmaker; tries to thwart 
the Mayor’s plan.  This begins from the 
park being in the red. So Ranger Smith 
tries to raise $30G’s in one week to 
cover its debt with a centennial fireworks 
celebration that becomes accidentally 
derailed by Yogi performing on water 
skis that was encouraged by a jealous 
ranger assistant (T.J. Miller) who wants 

to run the park sooner than later. 
        The only chance left to save the 
park comes from the rare discovery of a 
frog lipped turtle hiding in Yogi and Boo 
Boo’s cave that was thought to be extinct 
that could save the park that the mayor 
needs to make extinct. Not if Yogi and 
Boo Boo’s flying contraption can save 
the day.
         The script is very disjointedly within 
its subplots that set this movie into too 
many uneven directions in hopes of 
sustaining out interest.  While the adults 
can’t feel enough of the nostalgia here, 
the children that this film is intended for 
will probably become quickly restless 
and bored.
         Dan Aykroyd and an amplified Justin 
Timberlake provide good voice replicas 
of the cartoon characters. But the film 
isn’t funnier than an average comedy.  As 
this movie will even tired out young kids 
who might become bored by the antics 
and its feeble attempt at as weak morale 
message that makes “Yogi Bear” nearly a 
un-‘bear’-able excuse for a movie.
G; 83min. A Warner Bros. Pictures 
release – Presented at selected theaters 
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2 BEDROOMS 16th & Kedzie $800/mo 
plus two months security Call 773-522-
0733
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has given to children and ex-offenders. She is the founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of Ashunti Residential Management Systems, Inc. 
(ARMS), a locally renowned non-profit residential multi-social service 
agency. Ninety-eight percent of her clients are ex-offenders and she has 
an 85% success rate in helping them get their lives together. 

She fiercely spoke to the audience, saying that she believes that the 
youth in the area need to be guided with a firm hand. If a parent has 
serious issues with his or her child, they can bring them to her because 
those are the children she wants. She has helped 368 children with her 
Ashunti Diamonds in the Rough Mentoring Program.

She vows to take on any and all issues that that come her way 
without any fear holding her back. “You need an alderman that’s not 
scared,” she said. She believes in spreading the Lord’s word through 
her service to the North Lawndale community instead of only speaking 
within the church. “The community is my church,” she said.

Melissa Williams - Melissa Williams complimented the other 
candidates on stage for being devoted community leaders who are trying 
to improve their ward. She said that she and the other candidates have 
spent some time conversing with each other. And though there can only 
be one alderman, “that doesn’t mean that there can’t be a mighty force 
of community representatives and community leaders.” As the audience 
applauded her statement, she added that it was an honor to spend some 
time with them. She invited others to join their “circle” and share their 
points of few as well. Some, she said, refuse to join them. Alderman 
Sharon Dixon was one of those people. William said that this is proof 
that a change must be made in the 24th Ward. 

Williams is a public interest Attorney, which is a community attorney, 
she said. She has practiced law for the last 7 years, and during that time 
she founded the Wiley Resource Center, a legal support program which 
hosts a free legal clinic, the Youth & Law Project, and the Expungement, 
Sealing, Pardon/Clemency (ESP) Initiative in Lawndale. 

Using campaign flyers that one of her supporters passed to audience 
members, she spoke about her platform. She started at the bottom of the 
back of the flyer where it addresses the “accountability in the alderman’s 
office.” In that section, it states the need for more consistent and more 
productive community meetings. She believes that the community must 
interact with each other in order to prosper. Communication is important 
to her. One of the issues in the ward that need communication is crime. 
“We don’t trust the police, the police don’t trust us. We can’t keep living 
like this,” she said. She declares that the people must develop a partnership 
with the police department.

After the aldermanic candidates spoke, the audience received a 
chance ask the candidates questions. One question was made by Jerome 
Johnson, who asked who he can talk to about the cautionary tape 
around his house—he tried talking to the city to get answer, but came 
up with nothing. Leonard told him about EveryBlock, a website that 
people in Chicago and other cities can go to for information about their 
neighborhood. She encouraged others in the audience to do the same.

Vetress Boyce - Vetress Boyce was not able to show up until after the 
questions for the aldermanic candidates were answered. She attempted to 
make up for it with a booming voice and a bold first statement:  

“I’m actually one of the first candidates that came out of the 
race to announce that I was running back in 1999, and I label that as 
a candidate that came on board, ready to take on a challenge against 
the incumbent, one-on-one, without knowing that the mayor of 
Chicago was going to throw his hat into the race. So for all those that 
came after the fact or those that are coming now, I just asked that you 
be conscience about them and really, really pay attention and do your 
homework about every candidate that’s running.”

Boyce is a licensed real estate agent and has 24 years of 
experience as a vice president of operations at a multi-million dollar 
corporation. She said that she is one of the first African-American 
female developers to help start the condo market in Bronzeville. 
Using her experience, she wants to improve the ward’s situation by 
strengthening its economy. “Your economy is broken,” she bluntly 
told the audience. “Your economic structure in the 24th ward is 
weak. You have everybody running. You have teachers, you have 
principals, you have activists, you have all types of people running 
for alderman. But at the end of the day, once you get past all of 
that fluff, you still need an alderman, an alderman that is focused 
on generating what you need. You need industrial and commercial 
corridors that bring jobs.” 

She goes on by saying that the ward, despite what people say, is 
ready to succeed. “Your foundation is already built,” she said.

24th from page 6


