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It may not seem like it to some 
of the residents in North Lawndale, 
but the power of God can be found 
within their neighborhood. One 
place where people can look is on 
1840 S. Kedzie Avenue., where 
Douglas Park Baptist Church is 
located. Rev. Daryl L. McDonald 
and his fellow members urge 
people to give their church a 
chance.

During his most recent 
sermon, on August 15, McDonald 
loudly preached to the audience 
about the importance of giving 
one’s self completely—not just 
on certain occasions—to God.  
And as he spoke to the audience, 
a camera crew recorded his 
words and his every movement. 
(The church’s services appear on 
CATV, Comcast Channel 36.)  His 
audience also followed his actions, 
listening closely to the point he is 
trying to make and cheering in 
agreement when he talks about the 
responsibilities that all Christians 
must follow.

His sermon, involving the 
famous Bible story of Cain and 
Able, confronts an issue that 
plaques many Christian churches: 
jealousy. His booming voice 
echoed through the auditorium and 

douGlas Park BaPtist ChurCh has MuCh to offer 
Nicholas Short

poured into the audience’s ears as 
he spoke about church members 
who pout about their fellow 
Christians receiving more blessings 
than them. He fearlessly points out 
their wrongdoings without concern 
about the guilty party he is talking 
about. He talks squarely to the 
cheering audience, saying to those 
he may have offended, “I had to 
make you mad.”

John Ellis, Chairman of the 
Deacon Board, is proud to have 
McDonald as a pastor. “He has 
been really good to this church,” 
he said. Ellis, who became a 
member of the church in 1982, 
also feels that the church needs 
more members, especially young 
members. He recalled a time (a 
few decades ago) when there were 
not as many outside activities and 
advances in technology that pulled 
people away from church. But 
today, he said, people are flocking 
to several other alternatives. The 
people who do attend church, 
however, are “spiritually satisfied” 
thanks to the pastor, he said. 

Douglas Park Baptist Church 
establishes an atmosphere that 
makes people feel welcome. Its 
programs for the service, for 
instance, began by providing an 

inviting introduction:
“This is our Father’s house; 

please feel at home as you share 
in this worship experience. It is 
my prayer that the warmth of 
Christian Fellowship and genuine 
friendliness will encourage and 
strengthen you along the way.

If you are out of the church, 
out of Christ or simply looking for 
a place where you can be nurtured 
and nourished in the word, please 
consider our church as that place 
for you.

When the invitation to 
Christian Discipleship is extended, 
you may come by LETTER, 
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE  
or as a CANDIATE FOR 
BAPTISM. And as always, you 
are Welcome to ‘The Park’ ‘Where 
there is Friendship, Fellowship 
and Faith.’”

Gussie M. Thompson, a proud 
member of the church since it was 
organized in 1952, helped make the 
church what it is today. “So many 
said that it wouldn’t be so, but we 
proved them wrong. It was so,” 
she said. Back then, she and her 
colleagues did whatever they had 
to do to help the help the church 
grow. “Every Saturday, we would 
be up cooking, selling dinners, 

and delivering dinners.” The best 
part about the church for her was 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
they “built this church from the 
ground.”

But Thompson believes that 
today the church as lost its “drawing 
power,” or its ability to pull in 
members of the church. Cheryl 

Outreach event to provide 
qualified, at-risk homeowners 
free loan-modification 
assistance. The sixth and final 
2010 Fix Your Mortgage event is 
October 16.

CHICAGO (Aug. 11, 2010) – 
Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Chicago, Inc. (NHS), the City 
of Chicago and Attorneys’ Title 
Guaranty Fund, Inc. (ATG) are co-
sponsoring a fifth, free “Fix Your 
Mortgage (FYM) foreclosure-
prevention event. This will be 
the first event on Chicago’s far 
North Side. The goal is to help 
qualified homeowners at risk 
of foreclosure to modify their 
loans, keep their homes and 
lower their payments.  

The event will take place from 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., on Saturday, 
Aug. 21, at Northside College 
Prep High School 5501 N. Kedzie 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60625. Doors 
will close at 12:30 p.m. or when 
1,000 attendees have been 
registered.

The Chicago far North Side 
neighborhoods of Rogers Park, 
Edison Park and Jefferson 
Park had among the highest 
increases in foreclosures in the 
city in the first half of 2010, 
compared to 2009 – 71, 69.2 
and 65 percent, respectively. 

(Woodstock Institute <http://
www.woodstockinst.org/>; .)

“These most recent figures 
reinforce the strong need 
for foreclosure-prevention 
assistance in Chicago’s North 
Side neighborhoods,” said Ellen 
Sahli, first deputy commissioner, 
Chicago Department of 
Community Development. “We 
strongly advise that homeowners 
in this area, and throughout the 
City of Chicago, attend and make 
use of the free loan modification 
assistance available at the final 
two Fix Your Mortgage events 
this year.” 

Lakeview homeowner Maryel 
Oliffe’s story illustrates how 
a loan modification via HAMP 
(Home Affordable Modification 
Program) gave someone a second 
chance. When Oliffe’s father 
became ill, she needed to work 
fewer hours at her job to take 
care of him. With less income, 
she became concerned about 
falling behind on her mortgage. 
She eventually lost her job and 
fell into debt. Although she did 
find a new job (homeowners 
must have income to obtain a 
modification), it paid barely 
above minimum wage. 

Soon after, Oliffe approached 
her bank directly about 

Lang, Thompson’s daughter, feels 
the same way. Lang added that, in 
the past, Christians would talk to 
people in the streets and showed 
them that church has a lot to offer. 
She declared that the reason so 
many churches today have lost their 
power is because they hide within 

getting a loan modification. 
She was granted a trial 
modification. However, due 
to miscommunication from 
her lender, she was denied a 
permanent modification. She 
then became five months behind 
on her mortgage. Next, Oliffe 
went to NHS, and with her 
housing counselor, reapplied for 
a loan modification. Her second 
attempt was successful. 

“Getting this loan modification 
has enabled me to pay my 
mortgage and pay off debt,” Oliffe 
explains. “I’m glad that I stuck 
with the process and reapplied. 

I absolutely recommend these 
services to other homeowners. It 
obviously made a huge difference 
in my life.” 

At the Fix Your Mortgage 
events, volunteer real estate 
attorneys, City of Chicago staff, 
NHS staff and other HUD-
certified counselors (including 
those speaking Spanish and 
Polish) review homeowners’ 
paperwork to determine if they 
qualify for assistance under 
the “Homeowner Affordability 
and Stability Plan” – known as 

Chicago’s Far North Side Fix Your Mortgage Event Happens August 21; 

Douglas Park Church, located at 1838-42 S. Kedzie

See Mortgage page 3

See Church page 7

Greystones along 3400 block of Lexington
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis, Phillip Lewis 
Dominique Mack, and Denzelle Gresham distributed 
weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: September 16, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN THE 
NORTH LAWNDALE 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOR RATES CALL
312-492-9090
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THE  BACK-UP PLAN (*)  A dreadfully 
lame romantic comedy that isn’t very funny 
in its offering of usual twists and comedic 
mishaps and misunderstandings. Jennifer 
Lopez plays Zoe, a pet boutique owner who 
feels her biological clock is ticking.  

 Even though he’s never found love and 
marriage probably because of her business 
obligations. Zoe decides to be artificially 
inseminated through an anonymous sperm 
donor; leaving the doctor’s officer with 
glowing anticipation for her impending 
pregnancy.

 Still, Zoe becomes a later bloomer to 
love from a New York street dispute over a 
cab with Stan (Alex O’Loughlin), a harmless 
cheese maker that Zoe falls in love with. Yet 
she becomes overly paranoia thinking the 
worse of Stan, when he has reservations 
when he learns Zoe is pregnant with twins. 
That he shares with Anthony Anderson as 
playground dad.

Since Lopez’s character doesn’t follow 
a chronological order as dictated in this 
script. The end result is still the same with 
Stan still popping the matrimony question 
after all Zoe has put him through that is so 
anticlimactic and boring to watch. PG-13; 
CBS Films; Sony Pictures Home Video     

THE SQUARE (***)  An ingenious 
little Coen brother-styled thriller from 
movie stuntman turned filmmaker Nash 
Edgerton about ordinary people who become 
entangled through infidelity, money and 
murder This Australian made box office hit 
hopefully will get the home video attention, 
it didn’t get enough of during its brief art 
house theatrical run stateside here.

A construction manager , Raymond Yale 
stuck in a loveless marriage finds a comrade 
in arms with an illicit affair with Carla also 
trapped in a dissatisfied marriage to Mickey 
whom she becomes suspicious  Carla 

uncovers a hidden duffle bag of money 
Mickey tries to hide in the ceiling.

Knowing what Mickey will do once he 
discovers the money is missing; Carla plots 
to leave her husband for Raymond who 
reluctantly agrees to hire a hit man to whack 
her husband. 

But things begin to take a different turn 
and become complicated when Raymond 
phones to cancel the hit that the hit-man’s 
girlfriend doesn’t pass on the message. As 
Raymond tries to do the job himself, by first 
burglarizing the house that is noticed by a 
motorcyclist who is accidentally killed by 
Raymond and buried on the construction 
site.

An intricate and clever thriller that 
doesn’t always make itself apparent in the 
direction the film and characters are going. 
Along with director Edgerton’s macabre 
sense of humor to utilizes his stuntman skills 
for some blunt force violence for his edgy, 
dark humor. “The Square” is wicked fun. R; 
101min. Sony Pictures Home Video

Coming Soon to Home Video:  Jaden 
Smith and Jackie Chan take the scenic route 
in their remake of “The Karate Kid” due out 
Oct. 5 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and reviewed by David Schultz

Jennifer Lopez and Alex O’Loughlin in 
The Back Up Plan

“Making Home Affordable.”  (http://
www.makinghomeaffordable .gov 
<http://www.makinghomeaffordable.
gov/>; ). If so, a loan modification 
application is prepared and submitted 
to the loan servicer THAT DAY via the 
Internet. 

More than 398,021 families 
have already received permanent 
modifications through HAMP since the 
program’s inception in May 2009.  

“These events have played a crucial 
role in providing free and much needed 
loan modification assistance,” stated 
Ed Jacob, executive director of NHS of 
Chicago. “We’ve helped several thousand 
people through these events this year.” 

“ATG’s large network of volunteer real 
estate attorneys are here to help,” stated 
Peter Birnbaum <http://www.atgf.com/
AboutATG/ATGInTheNews/FactSheet/
ExecutiveBiographyPeterBirnbaum/
tabid/746/Default.aspx>; , president 
and CEO of ATG. “We are dedicated 
to providing free legal assistance for 
Chicago’s distressed homeowners at the 
Fix Your Mortgage events.” 

 For more information or to register, 
call NHS at 773.329.4185             
 773.329.4185       (English) or 773.329.
4181              773.329.4181       (Spanish). 
Pre-registration is encouraged.

Additional information can be found 
at the following Websites: 

City of Chicago: http://www.
cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dcd/
provdrs/afford_hous/svcs/fix_your_
mortgage.html 

NHS: http://www.nhschicago.org/
site/3C/category/fix_your_mortgage, or

ATG: http://www.atgf.com/
tabid/1158/Default.aspx. 

The final Fix Your Mortgage event 

in 2010 will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 16, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 
Westinghouse College Prep <http://
www.newwestinghouse.org> , 3223 W. 
Franklin Blvd.

Doors will close at 12:30 p.m. or when 
1,000 attendees have been registered.

Neighborhood Housing Services of 
Chicago, Inc.

A nonprofit organization established 
in 1975, Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Chicago, Inc. (NHS) is committed to 
offering Chicago residents affordable 
resources so that they can buy, maintain 
and sustain their homes. It partners with 
residents, block clubs, neighborhood 
organizations, financial institutions, the 
City of Chicago, insurance companies, 
corporations and foundations so that 
families can protect and preserve 
their single biggest investment—their 
homes. NHS is a charter member of the 
NeighborWorks® America network.  
Today, there are more than 230 network 
organizations working to revitalize 
communities with affordable mortgage 
financing and comprehensive homebuyer 
counseling.

 Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, 
Inc. through its nearly 4,000 member 
attorneys across Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Indiana, Attorneys’ Title Guaranty has 
presided over more than 2.5 million 
home closings and provided homebuyers 
with competitively priced title insurance 
since 1964. The only bar-related title 
insurance company based in Illinois, 
ATG has built a significant market 
share by providing excellent service at 
competitive prices.  It has a financial 
stability rating of “A Prime Unsurpassed” 
from the independent ratings bureau, 
Demotech.

Mortgage from front page
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C h i l d r e n 
nation wide 
are stuck with 
the unfortunate 
stigma’s of being 
“too young” or 
“too poor” and 
not being able to 
move forward with 

goals and aspirations due to the labels that 
have been given them by stagnated adults 
who force upon them their jaded mindsets 
of keeping their child behind due to that 
parent’s dreams never being fulfilled. As 
the years wither, the child begins to take 
on the mind set of not being able to fulfill 
his/her dreams because they have become 
conditioned by this mindset. The adult or 
adults in their lives without understanding 
continue to tell the child that they can’t do 
this and that they can’t do that with out 
fully understanding the psychological 
damage that they are conditioning the 
child to comprehend. Without knowing 
that the words that they speak are creating 
the world around that child. So how do we 
begin to build better generations of youth 
who believe in themselves without the 
lacking conditioned minds that have been 
given to them by negligent parents and 
adults who tell them “You can’t do that?” 
Studies show that the most important 
way of doing this is by re-directing and 
positively getting into the minds of the 
youth. 

We, the leaders and adults of society 
set the standards as it pertains the the 
future of our nation and world which sit in 
that lap of our youth. As we groom them 
to be the makers and shapers of society, 
we also help them to bridge the gaps by 
inspiring them to move forward with their 
dreams by setting goals to reach them. 
But one of the major set backs that the 
youth are up against on the daily basis 

Positively Getting Into The Minds Of The Youth 

are the complacent minds of adults who 
have never accomplished their dreams and 
begin to wear and tear on the minds of the 
youth by tearing their dreams down with 
words like “You can’t do that,” “You’re 
too young to do that” and “No one has ever 
done anything like that before, therefore it 
can’t be done.” Having the ability to travel 
and working with children nationally 
and internationally has given me the 
observations and hands on experience of 
seeing parents and other adults freeze an 
inspired child’s dreams, which becomes a 
negative domino effect on a house hold, 
community, city, nation and world. The 
negative conditioning of the child, will 
travel with him/her through out his/her life 
time haunting their dreams and aspirations 
never allowing them to be accomplished.

Many life coaches like Lisa Nichols, 
Michael Beckwith and Jack Canfield 
speak in detail about the power of thinking 
like a child in order to fly. So why would 
one try to defer a child’s dreams, when it 
is suggested that adults think like them in 
order to fulfill their dreams. With a great 
understanding of many adults doing such 
with out knowing or understanding their 
virtual dynamic of deferring a child’s 
dreams, the suggestive way of positively 
getting into a child’s mind is definitely one 
of the major ways of giving them the best 
that you have in order to help them succeed 
academically and as well in fulfilling their 
dreams. Below are several ways that you 
can help your child or student to succeed 
by getting into their minds.

Get into the child’s mind by:

1. Asking your child questions about 
their dreams and aspirations.

2. Observe their ambitions of mastering 
their skill and promote them in doing such

3. Make sure that your child 
understands.why he/she wants to succeed

Tali Bakhit

in what ever their dream or dreams 
may be and help them to and help them 
to positively and humbly set goals to 
fulfill their dreams

4. Surround them with children who 
are doing the same things and connect 
with their parents to see how their 
parents help their children succeed.

5. Remember a child is never to 
young to learn, teach them how to 
be strong and skilled by encouraging 
them and telling them that they can do 
anything that they put their minds.

6. Allow for you child to connect 
with adults who have succeeded 
professionally within the realm of 
professions or dream aspirations that 
your child has.

7. Never discourage your child from 
doing something positive that is based 
on their dreams that will contribute 
something positive to our world.

8. Be your child’s mentor and always 
remind them to keep the faith even when 
times get hard.

9. Remind your child to never give 
up and to believe in themselves.

10. Have your child READ so that 
they can get a better understanding of 
how to become skilled in their craft.

11. Never try to live your dream 
through your child

12. Never shut down your child’s 
dream because you want them to work 
on the dream that you have for them.

13. Connect your child with a life 
coach or be your child’s life coach to 
keep them uplifted.

14. Always make time for your 
child’s dreams and aspirations.

15. Know and understand your child’s 
needs at all times by communication 
and asking question, stay inside of your 
child’s mind

SMART TIPS 
ON HOW

 TO MANAGE 
YOUR 

MONEY 
WORKSHOP
THURSDAY 

AUGUST  
26TH AT 
6:00PM
1211 S. 

WESTERN, 
SUITE 205

312 492-9090



August	19	-	August	25,	2010									The	North	Lawndale	Community	News						 Page	5



	 									The	North	Lawndale	Community	News						August	19	-	August	25,	2010Page	�

HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER WITH A NEW APARTMENT!!!

UNIT BUILDING      UNIT ADDRESS    UNIT SIZE

LOTTERY TICKET (**) Another 
overdue screen premise gets the inner city 
treatment from co-star and co-executive 
producer Ice Cube; “Lottery Ticket” tries 
but doesn’t have the right combination to 
work to moviegoers’ complete satisfaction 
from their box office purchase here.

 “Lottery Ticket” is an urban “fantasy”, 
right from the outset. The premise rubs up 
against the reality that rarely do you hear of 
lottery winners who live in the same “urban 
blight” area where they made their ticket 
purchases. 

Yet, this skeptic move occurs to Kevin 
Carson (Bow Wow); a level headed black 
teenager who loves designer gym shoes 
where works at Foot Locker in the ‘hood.  
Kevin also lives with his grandmother 
(Loretta Devine) who gave him some 
numbers inspired by a religious dream, to 
play on the lottery at the nearby liquor and 
food pantry.

Naturally, the neighborhood has its 
local bully and recent parolee that everyone 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

fears. Lorenzo (Gbenge 
Akinnagbe) who initially 
sets out to intimidate 
Kevin into giving him 
and his crew some 
expensive gym shoes 
without paying at his 
Foot Locker job. 

But Kevin’s geeky 
boss calls the police 
and Kevin tells the truth 
that later gets spread 
throughout the hood that 
he’s a “snitch” and still 
losses his job.

Kevin hangs with 
his best friend, (Brandon T. Jackson) who 
later gets his loyalty questioned and Stacie 
(Naturi Naughton), the wannabe girlfriend 
that Kevin doesn’t recognize until later. 
When Kevin seeks advice from that 
obviously proves she knows him better than 
he does himself.  

When the threesome share lunch over a 
Chinese meal; Later when Kevin plays his 
grandmother’s number. On a whim, Kevin 
decides to use the numbers from the fortune 
cookie that turn out to be the winning 
numbers for $370 million.

But now, Kevin is faced with a 
dilemma that is what this movie is about. 
In a theoretical situation, Kevin’s winning 
ticket occurs over the three day July 4th 
holiday weekend. Now only does he have 
the difficulty of trying to keep it a secret. 
Until the lottery office opens Tuesday that 
still leaks out that show how money changes 
people around him.

People on the bench that called a “snitch” 
want to be his bodyguard. Veterans  actors  
are  locked into  nowhere roles; David 

Keith plays the local loan 
shark who drops $100 G’s on 
Kevin to spurge on his inner 
circle with Terry Crews as his 
chauffeur and protector  who 
party with them  until he’s 
pun out in a fight.

While this movie makes 
the effort to cut down the 
jive talk and street characters’ 
chicanery; the script tries 
to project a common sense 
approach that gets a little 
preachy. This is not enough to 
sustain the film’s script that 
becomes more like a re-tread into a “Friday” 
type finale. 

When Kevin has to “man up” for a beat 
down” against Lorenzo who knock him out 
earlier to swap the wining ticket. Now. Kevin 
hopes to trick Lorenzo during a street fight 
by posing a fake ticket as the real winning 
ticket. The street showdown between Kevin 
and Lorenzo recalls the same climax when 
Ice Cube has to face up to D- Bone (“Tiny” 
Lister Jr.) in “Friday”. 

Only in this film, Ice Cube plays the 
old recluse thought to be a serial killer who 
turns out to be a former sparring partner to 
name fighters who never got his chance at a 
championship fight.  

Ice Cube’s character also tries to offer the 
film’s moral theme -- to make a difference 
in the hood by giving back. So eventually 
Cube’s hermit character steps in to settle the 
score for Kevin with Lorenzo that Cube had 
to do for himself in “Friday”.

Regardless of its somewhat honorable 
intentions, “Lottery Ticket” does not have 
enough of a winning hand. The urban 
comedy is just mildly amusing but average 
due to a weak script and direction that is 

predictable and indistinctive to watch.
PG-13; 99min. A Warner Bros. Pictures 

Release = Presented at selected theaters
NANNY MC PHEE RETURNS (***) 

Without a spoonful of sugar to make the 
medicine go down; The sequel to the 2005 
film based on the “Nanny Matilda“children’s 
books reprising the role of a hag faced, 
snaggled toothed nanny who coerces bad 
kids into morally better siblings through 
magic, Emma Thompson who also wrote 
the screen plays for both films is a more 
shrewder Mary Poppins who undertakes 
parental problems with a new family in 
turmoil during WWII.

Maggie Gyllenhaal  plays Isabel Green, a 
harried wife and mother  trying to keep from 
losing the run down, muddy and  manured 
Deep Valley farm. From a persistent brother-
in law, Phil (Rhys Ifans) trying to make her 
sign away the land that would help him 
cover a I.O.U debt to a female mobster who 
sent a pair a maniacal hit-woman. 

While her husband (a briefly seen Ewan 
See Flicks page 7

Bow Wow in Lotetry Ticket
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CLAssiFiEd		mARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan $350/month. utilities included. 
Men Preferred. (773) 557-9421

Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  Chicago, Il 60623. Individual 
offices from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, electric and heat 
included. Contact Eric 312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  office experience 45 words 
per minute,  typing test given, drug test, background check/no felons, 
salary nego., day time hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

Are You Looking for a quiet 6 rm, 3 
bdrm apt?  Dining rm, kitchen, hrdwd 
flrs, drug free, smoke free, close to public 
transp. and schools. Fenced & safe family 
building. 900/mo utilities not included. We 
are looking for you. 773-521-9456
SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four 
bdrm apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer 
and dryer hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 
west, 1300 south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-
793-0726
NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

CHRISTIANA & 19TH Totally rehabbed 
two bdrm/one bath apt with laundry in the 
unit. One larger bdrm, one smaller bdrm: 
ideal for 3 people or fewer. All amenities 
plus super insulation and energy efficient 
appliances. $800+utilities & sec deposit. 
No smokers, no pets. (773) 620-4986

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs 
,dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated 
light fixtures. Available immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 welcomed

McGregor) is off to war; Isabel is 
having her difficulties trying to 
control her feuding three kids. 

The family also becomes 
stuck with two spoiled and city-
bred cousins dumped by their 
preoccupied mother. Isabel also 
has the added responsibility in 
maintaining the inventory and 
order at a general store ill-managed 
for her by doddery Mrs. Docherty 
(Maggie Smith)

A voice in the wind utters the 
name that Isabel needs to straighten 
things out. Enter Nanny McPhee 
who quickly applies her magic in 
five moral lessons to help improve 
all the kids’ behavior. 

With each  magic applied to  
change their behavior, that makes 
the kids learn to stop fighting, to 
share nicely, to help each other, to 
be brave and above all, have faith; 
These changes also helps remove 
the disfigurement from  McPhee’s 
face.

But when Phil’s attempts to get 
rid of the six piglets (in a hilarious 
sendoff on Busby Berkeley’s 
musical number of an Esther 
Williams type synchronized 
swimming sequence) being sold 
to fix the tractor need to gather the 
harvest that would pay the farm’s 
overdue mortgage. Phil’s plans are 
altered by McPhee’s “magical” 
interference. 

Eventually, the film climaxes 
when Phil almost gets Isabel to 
sign the farm over to him, by faking 
a telegram announcing Isabel’s 
husband was killed in action.  

But the oldest son, Norman 

(Asa Butterfield) feels his father 
is still alive; and with help from 
cousin, Cyril (Eros Vlahos) to see 
his military important father, Lord 
Gray (Ralph Fiennes) at the war 
office.

It takes Cyril to expose the 
neglect he feels towards his father 
and reveals he knows about his 
parents’ impending divorce that 
he uses to shame his father into 
verifying the telegram as a fake 
and that Norman’s father is really 
“missing in action”.  This leads to 
the boys rushing back in time to 
keep Phil from making Isabel sign 
over the farm. 

“Nanny McPhee Returns” 
is rollicking fun for the whole 
family that is another entertaining 
triumph, with some of the old 
fashion virtues in family oriented 
movies that we don’t see enough 
of these days that are updated by an 
inventive and sharply smart script 
and exuberant performances that 
makes the difference and provides 
the fun throughout the movie.

PG; 110min. A Universal 
Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters

THE EXPENDABLES (**)  
It should have been more fun and 
exciting than it was; but “The 
Expendables” is a movie that it 
is what it is. Bringing most of the 
over-the-hill-gang of action movies 
together for one movie. But co-
writer-director Sylvester Stallone’s 
macho driven, cynical action opus, 
“The Expendables’ seems more 
disposable as it is mildly amusing 
yet spent mercenary tale that is 
aided by brief decapitations and 
loud, fiery explosions to make up 
the difference.

The film could have easily 
been a throwback to those action 
adventure films like “The Great 
Escape”, “The Guns of Navarone”, 
“The Dirty Dozen”, “The 
Professionals” “The Magnificent 
Seven”, and even director Sam 
Peckinpah’s “Wild Bunch”.

Such a wealth of material could 
have built a descent B movie. 
Instead, the plot here, for what 

little there is, doesn’t matter much.  
From a church meeting in which 
Stallone and his crew are hired by 
deep CIA operatives (Bruce Willis 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
cameos) to infiltrate a South 
American island to depose a fascist 
ruler and his cocaine peddler.

It’s best of the good guys led 
by Stallone, Jason Statham., Jet Li, 
Randy Couture and Terry Crews 
with one seemingly defective 
member, Dolph Lungren versus 
the worst of the bad guys; an ex-
CIA agent (Eric Roberts) and his 
henchman (Steve Austin) who 
naturally control things over 
General Garza (David Zayas).

Stallone knows this is a suicide 
mission of the highest caliber. 
Yet Stallone along with Statham 
decides to fly into the country on 
a fact finding mission to consider 
the possibility. 

Where they naturally blow their 
cover, but are befriended by native 
informer Sandra (Gisette Itie) who 
refuses to escape with them.  

Even though this certainly seals 
her fate since she’s also Garza’s 
daughter that Roberts zero in on.

When Roberts tells the General 
that he must have her killed.  In an 
uncharacteristic move, the General 
refuses the order opting to strike 
a moral tone to show “family” 
is more important than being a 
dictator.       

And that’s enough for Stallone 
to gather his posse to indirectly 
carry out the mission in order to 
save the girl that inadvertently 
leads to cleaning up the country.

The film’s humor is weak to 
lightweight banter from inside 
jokes to jibes on each other’s 
screen persona like Jet Li being 
the “little guy” to Terry Crews 
has the biggest fun carrying the 
loudest artillery gun that can blow 
away a person into pieces or blow 
up a lookout nest in one shot.

Flicks from page 6 Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. LAwndale Avenue

773-257-0497

Looking for 2-6 year olds
WE HELP WITH POTTY TRAINING

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Lawndale Community Daycare Center
1800 S. Lawndale
Chicago, IL 60623

Open 6am - 6pm
(73) 257-0497

CALL TODAY!

the church instead of reaching out 
to the people. “When we first got 
started, Mom and [her colleagues] 
used to go door-to-door. When 
we had Baptist training or bible 
school, we would have parades in 
the streets, block it off and then 
have a little block party. They 
don’t do that anymore,” she said.

McDonald, who has been a 
part of the church since 1997, 
said that church reaches out to 
the youth by allowing them to 

“express themselves” and being 
more open-minded towards them. 
“You have the freedom to do 
whatever you want to do as long 
as it stays within the guidelines,” 
he said.

Morning Prayer starts at 9 
a.m. Then, Sunday school begins 
at 9:40. Morning Worship is at 11 
a.m., Baptist training Union at 
3.30 p.m. and the evening service 
is at 4:30 p.m.

Church from front page
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iNTERsTATE
muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

215�	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-522-0122

773 470-7948


