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Welcome Back: Manager Patricia 
Raybon awaits customers Tuesday 
at Raybon Citgo Gas & Convenience 
Store.

Cooking with gas: The pumps are again primed at Raybon Citgo Gas & 
Convenience Store at the corner of Roosevelt Road and Kostner Avenue on the 
West Side.

After spending last month 
near our nation’s capital visiting 
my sister and brother-in-law in 
Temple Hills, MD, I can now 
understand why Mr. Obama’s hair 
is much grayer now than it was 
when he assumed the presidency. 
This place is full of gray-haired 
officials making a living of making 
all of us turn gray with worry.

And I am going to confess:  
During my time there, the 
president wasn’t the only one 
going gray in the Beltway. I have 
noticeably grown a bit grayer since 
my trip there too. Because like the 
president, Congress gave me hell 
as Republicans and Blue Dog (Lap 
Dog) Democrats played politics 
with extending unemployment 
benefits for more than 2.5 million 
jobless workers, including me.

Anyway, I was present on 
Capitol Hill when they did finally 
pass the bill extending benefits 
(until November of course), and 
I am glad to return to this space 
bearing a story of another triumph 
over the sometimes oppressive 
bureaucracy of government.

Unlike the U.S. economy, 
which tanked about the same time 

LANE CHANGE: RaYbon PumPs PRimed foR business 
afTeR PRevailing in fighT WiTh ciTY

A Commentary by BY TRAVLES R. LANE - the1tlane@yahoo.com

a faulty diesel tank forced West 
Side business landmark Raybon 
Citgo Gas & Convenience Store to 
lose the revenue of its petroleum 
sales. It has bounced back and now 
has plenty of gas to go.

After being summarily shut 
down by city fire inspectors 
nearly two years ago, the store 
at the corner of South Kostner 
Avenue and Roosevelt Road began 
pumping gas again in a grand 
opening Aug, 10.

“We’re back!” Manager 
Patricia Raybon exclaimed 
Tuesday (Aug. 24) during my visit 
to the business that has dominated 
the North Lawndale corner spot 
for more than half century and has 
survived challenges including the 
1968 riots that set the West Side 
ablaze after the assassination of 
Martin Luther King Jr. The store 
has also weathered the 1973 Oil 
Embargo, the Hurricane Katrina 
price spike, and the historic 
economic crisis gripping Chicago 
and the rest of the nation today.

Patricia Raybon is the 
daughter of Lee Raybon, a West 
Side entrepreneurial pioneer who 
opened the gas station/convenience 

store as a Standard Oil franchisee in 
1960. Mr. Raybon, who steadfastly 
rebuffs the spotlight of publicity, is 
nevertheless a local black business 
titan who, since migrating to the 
Windy City from a small hamlet 
in southern Mississippi five 
decades ago, has built a family-
owned business empire that 
nearly occupies a whole block and 

includes an auto repair/body shop 
and an auto parts store, owned by 
his son, Tony Raybon.

Now in his 80’s, Mr. Raybon 
managed to buy out his Standard 
Oil contract in the mid 1980’s. 
And although a huge Citgo banner 
now rings the five gasoline/diesel 
islands and the lone K-1 kerosene 
pump that form its oasis, Raybon 

Citgo Gas & Convenience remains 
solely owned and independently 
operated by the Raybon family.

“We have indeed been very 
successful here,” Patricia Raybon 
said of the former “purple gas 
station” that once bore the 
lavender hue that was the favorite 
color of her late mother, Ms. Anne 

See Pumps page 7

There is good news for people 
who do not have a car and do not 
trust public transportation: they 
can use L & P Delivery Services to 
reach their destination.

L & P Delivery Services, 
located in 4013 West 5th Avenue, 
may sound like a company that 
is similar to UPS or FedEx, but 
it is actually a cab company that 
delivers people to their desired 
locations. The owner of the 
company, William Hill, said that 
the company’s drivers will take 

L & P Delivery Services Will Take You Where You Want to Go 
Nicholas Short

their customers “anywhere.” L 
& P Delivery Services’s drivers 
handle customers that a cab 
company usually receives: they 
accept customers who are heading 
for church, traveling to work, etc. 
But unlike regular cab companies, 
said Hill, L & P Delivery Services 
provides service in African-
American neighborhoods. 

Hill may have some 
understanding about how people 
in the west side of Chicago receive 
little attention from mainstream 

cab services since he was raised in 
the Westside of Chicago—though 
he was born in Mississippi. He 
started the company with his 
cousin Jonny Preston 18 years 
ago on the corner of 16th Street 
and Pulaski. Soon, Preston passed 
away, but Hill’s other family 
members, including his daughter 
and his grandkids, help him keep 
the business going. 

Right now, business for 
the company is slow. For the 
company, business is usually 

slow during the summer. The 
explanation, according to Hill, is 
that several people usually want 
to take advantage of the warm, 
sunny weather that the season 
normally offers and go for a walk 
or use CTA buses and trains for 
their traveling needs. Hill’s crew 
receives more attention during the 
winter, since most people do not 
want to deal with icy winds and 
patches of freezing, wet snow.

Aside from avoiding harsh 
winter weather, people also choose 
the company for safety reasons. 
Some of Hill’s customers contact 
his company because the area in 
which they live—or work or go 
to school—is too dangerous for 
them to use public transportation 
or walk to their destination. Some 
parents, for instance, ask the 
company’s drivers to drive their 
kids to school to keep them from 
traveling to school by themselves. 
Among these dangerous areas is 
Chicago’s west side. “It’s so rough 
out here,” said Hill.

Hill and his team have 
attempted to inform people about 
their services in various ways. One 
method was going door-to-door to 

See LP page 7

Owner of L & P Livery William Hill
Entrance to L & P Livery 
located 4013 W. 5th Avenue
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Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68
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The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: September 16, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN THE 
NORTH LAWNDALE 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOR RATES CALL
312-492-9090
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 I begin this ninth installment in the 
Marriage and Relationships series by sharing 
with you Proverbs 14:1, which says, Every 
wise woman buildeth her house: but the 
foolish plucketh it down with her hands.

Ephesians 5:25-27 says, Husbands, 
love your wives, even as Christ also loved 
the church, and gave Himself for it; That 
He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the Word, That He 
might present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. 

Adherence to these scriptures fool 
proofs marriages from emotional abuse, 
which is unholy. 

With so many marriages being under 
attack of the enemy, Satan, the Lord (as I’ve 
mentioned earlier in this series) has placed 
it in my heart to minister on marriages and 
relationships — and I’ve called on a longtime 
friend and powerful prophetess, Pastor Bre 
Eaton of Houston, to share wisdom in this 
column on building strong marriages and 
relationships in the Lord.

“The word of God teaches us that one of 
the smallest things that also has the capacity 
to destroy lives is the human tongue, and 
what we say or don’t say with it can either 
build up or tear down others,” says Pastor 
Bre, an intercessor and associate pastor at 
God’s Guiding Light Christian Center in 
southeast Houston.

The tongue can be extremely destructive, 
causing much damage to the other person 
(James 3:5-8).  Words can cause much 
damage to a marriage.  

“Words can knock down a person’s 
inner man, their self-esteem and self-worth. 
They feel broken down physically as well.  
Emotional scars and the bruises do not go 
away easily,” Pastor Bre says.  

Married couples have to be very careful 
of what comes out of their mouths. If 
husbands and wives say that they truly love 
one another; then why do we see husbands 
and wives attacking one another through 

adheRence To scRiPTuRes fool PRoofs maRRiages fRom abuse
Donald Lee

vicious and degrading words?  
“It’s summed up in one word and it is 

called selfishness,” Pastor Bre says. “I’m 
amazed at the level of disrespect we see in 
today’s marriages.  When you have a spouse 
who is totally self-absorbed, it causes them 
to take it out on the other spouse through 
emotional abuse.  

“I’ve seen husbands and wives engage 
in ‘heated arguments’ to the point where 
they have literally driven the other spouse 
out of the marital relationship,” she says.  

Women, you have to be careful not to 
tear down your spouses through humiliating 
and disrespectful words.  

“I understand that there a lot of husbands 
who are physically and emotional abusing 
their wives; however, there are also a lot of 
women who are tearing down their spouses, 
instead of building them up as a man of God 
(Proverbs 14:1),” Pastor Bre says.  

“If you are calling your ‘honey-pooh’ 
worthless, then he’s going to feel like you 
don’t have his best interest at heart. I’m 
amazed at women with good husbands and 
they feel like they have to control or abuse 
their husbands publicly,” the woman of God 
says. “Are you kidding me?  Good Christian 
women are looking for good men who know 
how to treat their wives and vice-versa.  

 “My heart goes out to marriages that 
are under emotional abuse, because I know 
the damage it can leave on the spouse,” 
Pastor Bre says.  

Emotional abuse is an “equal opportunity 
destroyer” in marriages.  Emotional abuse 
doesn’t just occur in marriages in which 
husbands or wives are unsaved.  Many 
couples whose marriages are plagued by 
abuse are in the church and they serve as 
leaders (deacons, pastors, etc). 

It has become an epidemic in the 
church.  It is the driving factor that creates 
an oppressive-depressive, controlling 
climate that makes the husband or the wife 
feel worthless.  

 “As a formerly married person, I’ve 
witnessed first hand how marriages can 

go from teamwork and partnership to 
manipulation and control through one 
spouse’s selfish ways,” Pastor Bre says.  

“Because of insecurities, feelings of 
inadequacy, and distorted traditions and 
beliefs, the controlling or manipulative 
spouse feels he or she must control his wife 
or her husband or risk losing them,” Pastor 
Bre explains.  

For example, a spouse enters a marriage 
with a truck load of baggage that is expressed 
through belittling the other spouse through 
intimidation, put-downs, criticisms, or 
verbal abuse, which then causes shame or 
humiliation to the other spouse.  

Husbands have been called to love their 
wives as Christ loves the church, and gave 
himself for it (Ephesians 5:25).  

“And, yes, wives, we haven’t forgotten 
about you,” Pastor Bre says. “The word of 
God says submit yourselves unto your own 
husband as unto the Lord.  For the husband 
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the 
head of the church:  and He is savior of the 
body (Ephesians 5:22-23).  Don’t allow 
your marriage to get on the ‘express train’ 
to divorce court.” 

If you are going through a storm in 
your marriage, please seek Word-based 
counseling. Even if your spouse refuses to 
attend counseling with you, go alone. Your 
prayers will be answered through wise 
counsel. 

Pastor Donald Lee may be reached 
for comment or prayer at (225) 773-2248 
or pastordonjlee@yahoo.com. Pastor 
Bre may be reached at (832) 228-5790 or 
kingdomprayers4am@yahoo.com. Join 
them seven days a week for intercessory 
prayer at 4 a.m., 9 p.m. and 10:15 p.m. at 
toll-free (712) 432-3100 (conference code: 
340101). Also, call this toll-free number 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays and hear a 
Word as Pastor Lee dialogues with callers 
on “Holla At Me For An Hour,” which is 
designed to offer spiritual yet practical 
applications for good success in everyday 
living.
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Bombs explode in the heat of war, the 
passion to kill and destroy is vivid. We see it 
on television, on the internet and in our news 
papers everyday. Soldiers dying, mothers crying-
--due to the lost of their loved ones thousands of 
miles away, fighting in a war on “Terror.” Where 
America the beautiful is suffering from a war of 
terror, in her own backyard, in which her own 
keepers haven’t been able to solve thus far, so 
how do we solve someone else’s problems? Our 
school systems are in a shamble, young inner 
city youth are robbing, killing and destroying 
each other right on school property. Young girls 
prostituting themselves to the highest bidder, 
teacher or not. Children fall prey, to “The 
Leadership.” And no one is paying close enough 
attention to see what direction the predator is 
coming from before he has already violated his 
prey. The domino effect of one negative behavior 
causing complete chaos to a community, city, 
nation and world. Negative behaviors that swarm 
the inner cities of major cities nation wide with 
young girls being promiscuous, young boys carry 
around guns, children under age using profanity 
and innocent young kids being caught in the 
cross fire. Just today, while walking down the 

The Re-evaluation: Who is Teaching our Youth?
Tali Bahkit

street, I, myself heard a young girl that had to be 
no more than seven years old address her older 
brother with the words “Hell Yeah,” without any 
respect for self or myself, her elder. The effect 
of children being taught improperly--by child 
molesters, pimps, part-time exotic dancers, drug 
dealers and prostitutes, teaching the children 
“The Life,” is what they call it. Re-assuring the 
youth that they will take care of them by means 
of the wrong way and educating them with 
the wrong types of education. Street life, gang 
banging, drug slanging and sleeping with the 
teacher is what’s being made the alternative for 
good grades. The world observes the results of 
what is happening in the school systems nation 
wide everyday. “I don’t know why these children 
are so god da%$ hateful?” Are the words that 
come from the mouth of a teacher at a West side 
inner city school in Chicago, while she smokes a 
cigarette outside of the school and continues to 
use derogatory language conversing with another 
administrator from the same school. Why? The 
reason why is because children are like sponges 
and they learn from the adults who teach them. 
So how do we save the children from being 
subjected to such behaviors? A re-evaluation of 

“Who’s teaching the youth” many say would be 
appropriate, in order to replace those who are 
teaching “Inappropriate Lessons,” with teachers 
who are capable of teaching the youth in the right 
way. Or should society continue to let the children 
suffer from the misconducts of unworthy people 
who are in leadership positions. (See http://www.
sun-sentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/sfl-
hialeah-teacher-sex-bn052309,0,3110200.story)

Does anybody care anymore about the well 
being of the youth? Have they been forgotten? 
The endless sex scandals and misbehaviors of 
the leadership in charge of teaching the youth, 
has caused a major uproar in cities nation 
wide. Although all reports are not being made 
by administrators, those that have caught the 
eye of the media have caused a shock wave of 
disgust throughout our nation. The unbelievable 
reports of children being sexed by their teachers, 
manipulated by their teachers and downright 
violated by their teachers due to the ulterior 
motives put in place by those who are hired to 
teach and protect the well being of the youth. 
Children are being blackmailed, stuck in a grid, 
a trap of irresponsible teachers with their own 
agenda. Keeping out all who may see through 

the faulty web of deception which has entrapped 
the youth. A system design so the youth could 
fail. http://http://www.nypost.com/p/news/
regional/yeshiva_teach_busted_on_kid_porn_
qwt8wydgkw46mbHBl3wZOO

From Pam RogersTurner, 27 year old 
basketball coach at Centertown Elementary 
School in Warren county, Tennessee, who had 
sex with her 13 year old student (See http://
www.tabloidcolumn.com/pamela-rogers-turner.
html) to George Barber a cross country coach 
at Las Cruces High School in New Mexico 
who had sex with a student at his own home 
while his wife and child were in church. (See 
http://www.abqjournal.com/abqnews/index2.
php?option=com_content&do_pdf=1&id=2049) 
And let’s not forget about Margaret De Barricua, 
teacher at McClatchy High School in Sacramento 
California who had sex with one of her students 
in her car while her two year old son was in 
the back seat. (See http://teachertrash.blogspot.
com/2006_10_01_archive.html) These are only 
small examples of what the youth are suffering 
in school on the daily basis. (See http://http://
www.eastpeoriatimescourier.com/state_news/
x1758556573/Durand-residents-deal-with-
devastating-school-sex-scandal)

Afraid to speak up due to the consequences. 
Many school aged children suffer from the bottled 

up effects of depression due to being victims of these type 
of charades. But how is one to know if their child is dealing 
with such a situation? What about the many inner city youth 
who are stuck in a situation of not having a parent to detect 
the signs due to their parent/parents being on drugs, or 
never around--always at work? And what about the young 
inner city male who is entrapped with the ultimatum of 
selling drugs for a teacher in order to receive a high school 
diploma? These real life stories flood inner cities nation 
wide. (See http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20287370/)

Snitches get stitches is the name of the game. No one 
is allowed to tell, and if so perhaps they would become the 
victim of an accidental death, caught in the cross fire, a drive-
by or missing in action. How have things gotten so bad? 
Because no one is paying close enough attention, children 
are crying out to be saved. According to the national child 
abuse statistics 90% of child sexual abuse victims know 
their perpetrator in some way, and these children that are 
being abused are 25% more likely of becoming pregnant 
as a teen. Also children who have been sexually abused 
are 3.8 times more likely to develop drug addictions, 2.5 
times more likely develop alcohol abuse, 28% more likely 
to be arrested as an adult, and 30% more likely to commit 
a violent crime. These are all domino effects of what the 
youth become victim to due to the many issues that they 
are experiencing from being the victim/prey to those who 
are responsible for their well being and education. (see 
www.childhelpusa.org/resources/learning-center/statistics) 
This is why it is important to communicate with your 
child at all times because, children are suffering from a 
different type of sickness, which leaves the child isolated 
and depressed. Although there are many great teachers 
with good intentions it is important to wean out those who 
don’t. And in order to help the youth to recover from such 
behaviors so that they can succeed mentally, emotionally, 
physically and academically, there must be something done 
to stop the predator. If your child is suffering from sudden 
signs of depression, isolation or any other behaviors that 
are abnormal, please contact any of the organizations listed 
for help.

Warning signs that your child may be depressed or 
being sexually abused

    * withdrawal from family and friends
    * loss of interest in previously enjoyed activities
    * Suicidal thoughts or attempts
    * eating and/or sleeping habits change
    * Tearfulness or frequent crying
    * giving away cherished possessions
    * Irritability, anger, or hostility
    * preoccupation with the subject of death
    * Feelings of worthlessness and guilt
    * personal neglect
    * Difficulty concentrating
    * Fear or dislike of certain people or places
    * Seductive or “sexy” behavior towards adults or peers
    * Problems in school, poor grades
    * Advanced sexual knowledge for the child’s age
    * Regressed behavior, such as bedwetting
    * Eating disorders, eating very little or excessive 

eating
    * Hostility or aggressive behaviors
    * Drug or alcohol abuse
How To Help A Depressed or Sexually Abused Child
http://www.helpguide.org/mental/depression_teen.

htm
http://early-childhood-development.suite101.com/

article.cfm/child_molestation_prevention
http://http://health-psychology.suite101.com/article.

cfm/is_your_child_depressed
http://http://www.ehow.com/how_5276368_child-

being-sexually-abused.html

PURCHASE THESE TICKETS AT NORTH LAWNDALE NEWS  
1211 S. WESTERN, STE 203 312 492-9090
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Rev. Leonard Maart from Cape Town, South Africa shows youth 
from Chicago Area Project Affiliate Major Adams Community 
Committee (MACC the route his delegation took during their 
trip from South Africa to Chicago. Rev. Maart is pictured with 
(l-r): Delvin Holt, 10, Lavant Hunter, 9, and Kion Harris, 9. 
MACC staffer L.C. Matchem looks on. MACC is located at 1815 W. 
Monroe while their 125 N. Hoyne location undergoes a complete 
rehab.

South African Delegation members (center, l-r) Rev. 
Leonard Maart, United Presbyterian Church, Mpho Molaoa, 
Malibongwe Women Development and Beatrice Truter, A.N.C. 
Womens League/Maart Education Trust, are pictured with 
representatives from Chicago Area Project and the Major Adams 
Community Committee (MACC) and with young members of the 
MACC Drum and Bugle Corp. The delegation was visiting Chicago 
Area Project in order to get tips on community development that 
they can take back to Cape Town.

Members of a South African delegation visited Chicago Area 
Project’s Career Development Training & Employment Services 
(CDTES) facility, 605 S. Albany, on August 12, 2010. The group 
was in Chicago to get tips on community development from CAP 
that they can take back to Cape Town, South Africa. Pictured 
(l-r): Laurel Taylor Dudley, CAP Resource/Operations Analyst, 
Edith Crigler, CAP Senior Associate Executive Director, Rev. 
Leonard Maart, United Presbyterian Church, Beatrice Truter, 
A.N.C. Womens League/Maart Education Trust, Mpho Molaoa, 
Malibongwe Women Development, and Genevas Peterson-
Castleberry, CDTES Program Director.

Members of a South African delegation visited Chicago Area 
Project’s Career Development Training & Employment Services

THE LAST EXORCISM (**1/2) 
The first half involves the set-up before 
it gets creepy, “The Last Exorcism” 
involves the daily routine and skepticism 
of a second generation Barton Rouge, 
Louisiana white Baptist preacher, Rev. 
Cotton Marcus (Patrick Fabian) who 
allows a two person film crew, Iris (Iris 
Bahr) and her unseen cameraman, Daniel 
to follow and film him—documentary 
style with the point of view from the jerky 
camera movements to stress plausibility.

An admitted “performer” in the 
pulpit who uses cheap theatrics to get 
God’s word across to his congregation; 
Rev, Marcus openly admits to mock what 
he does for a living. 

He gives an on- the-spot example 
by fabricating a thought, a grilled cheese 
sandwich as a religious metaphor that” 
tricks” his congregation into jubilant 
praise to the ridiculous comment.

Even though Rev. Marcus believes 
in God; he does not believe in demons 
that are mentioned in a locked-up ancient 
book kept at his father’s church.  Rev. 
Marcus goes one step further by stating he 
doesn’t have much stock in services doing 
exorcism on people. 

He feels their claims are just in their 
minds. And only will be believed after the 
pastor performs the ritual, thinking the 
demonic forces have been finally extracted 

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

from their loved one and their home.
Still, Rev. Marcus accepts a request 

for his presences through a farmer’s urgent 
letter outside of New Orleans with Iris and 
the cameramen invited along. 

Upon their arrival, they have a hostile 
encounter with backwoods son; Celeb 
(Caleb Landry Jones) who warns not hurt 
his sister. 

Soon after Marcus meets a friendlier 
greeting from subdued farmer, Louis 
Sweetzer (Louis Herthum), an alcoholic and 
recent widow.

Through several amusing moments in 
which  Rev. Marcus shows off  the “tricks 
of his trade” in confessing the art behind 
possession to stage an elaborate production 
in the bedroom of the sheltered  daughter, 
Nell (Ashley Bell) who is believed  by her 
father,  Louis to be a host to a demon that is 
using her to slaughter the  livestock.

Marcus tries to suggest a psychiatrist to 
examine her first, but Louis refuses to believe 
anything but his daughter is possessed

So after the ritual is done and the 
pastor claims to have banished the demon 
from Nell’s body.  A grateful Louis pays 
Rev. Marcus handsomely for his time and 
service. 

Later Marcus and the film crew settle 
into a motel for the night. When they are 
awakened by Nell who wanders in a trance 
to his door;  

Marcus takes the girl to the hospital and 
phones her father who later claims she’s still 
possessed. When they all return to the farm, 
Louis shows Marcus a blood shed dress and 
a slaughtered stable horse.

From Nell’s strange behavior in her 
bedroom, the creepy and the weird begin 
to ooze its way into the film’s second half.  
When Celeb receives a severe facial injury 
from a knife that supposedly Nell did.

Still, before being taken to the hospital, 
Celeb slips Marcus a note to not let his father 
stay in the house alone with Nell. 

But while the father is at the hospital 
with his son; Marcus hears a taped phone 
message from the hospital that revealed 
from their medical treatment that Nell is 
discovered pregnant. Leaving Rev. Marcus 
to think that the father might have raped his 
daughter.

“The Last Exorcism” is a nifty, 
little psychological horror film done in 
a documentary style that continues a 
cinematic trend first started with “The 
Blair Witch Project” to such recent films 
as “Cloverfield” and last year’s entries, 
“Paranormal Activity” (in which the sequel 
might lost a little from its October release 
due to this film getting a jump in its territory 
now.). Even the Oscar nominated “District 
9’ uses the same technique for its apartheid 
themed sci-fi thriller.            

Rev. Marcus soon realizes that he may 
have gotten into more than he expected 
from Nell in her possessed mold that only 
gets worse. While Iris and her cameraman 
begin to express concern for their lives in 
the house. 

Prior to the return of the father and the 
sudden reappearance of his son that now 
indicates a clearly unstable family that is 
realized too late. But clearly, the writer avoid 
this family from being the usual psychotic 
variety that brutalizes and/or cannibalizes 
their victims ala “The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre”, The Hills Have Eyes” and “The 
Crazies”

Even if the average blood thristy horror 
fan enjoys such over-the-top mayhem. 
“The Last Exorcism” is a smarter and more 
plausible film than those aforementioned 
films. Still, those seeking some kind of 
resolution to the chaos here; might be put 
off momentarily by this sensible yet abrupt 
ending.

Not to mention, taking half the film to 
set-up things, some eager viewers might feel 

“The Last Exorcism” does bring enough 
“bang for the buck”. 

         But you’ll be misjudging a movie 
that is still an adequate chiller that could be 
also somewhat viewed as a cautionary tale. 
For even Bible thumpers to be mindful and 
aware about “southern hospitality’ from 
what is an obviously disturbed family.

 R; 90min. A Lionsgate Film Release 
– Presented at selected theaters 

FLIPPED ( ***) Director Rob Reiner 
makes a sentimental journey out of an 
awkward approach to first love between a 
girl’s often overzealous crush that confuses 
a naïve boy that starts from her arrival to 
the neighborhood at second grade through 
junior high school. 

This familiar childhood scenario could 
have easily been more contemporary in a 
suburban community. But that might have 
taken the simplicity out of the film.  This 
also could have, broaden this movie that 
might have delved too much in areas that 
didn’t matter.

Instead, Reiner keeps “Flipped” focus 
as a little big movie that might feel close to 
the territory of his previous and far superior 
1986 film, “Stand by Me”. Because of 
Reiner’s “Americana” approach represents 
similar nostalgic innocence, visual 
atmosphere and narrative tone that move 
up a decade here into the early 1960’s. 
But beyond these slight hints; there is no 
comparison.

Based on Wendelin Van Draanen’s 
well received 2001 young adult novel; 
Part of a loving working class family that 
moved on the block.  Initially, Juli can’t 
seem to control her exuberance for Bryce 
because of his eyes. 

Where Juli Baker first meets Bryce 
Loski; it’s clear the two are meant for each 
other. But instead Bryce sees Juli as an 
annoyance that he strategically avoids for 
12 years while being “across-the street” 
neighbors.

But when the two children enter 
middle school, Juli’s school boy crush 
leads to some classroom embarrassments 
that are made a mockery of. While Bryce 
makes some wrong decision to ignore her, 
even though he begins to feel guilty. 

Still Bryce’s reactions toward Juli 
are based more by his judgmental upper 
class family led by the often insensitive 
comments of his father (Anthony 

See Flicks page 6

Ashley Bell as Nell in Liongate Film’s The Last Exorcism
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HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER WITH A NEW APARTMENT!!!

UNIT BUILDING      UNIT ADDRESS    UNIT SIZE

Edwards) who apparently insults others 
around him out of his own undisclosed 
“shortcomings”

And there’s the slight presence of peer 
pressure with Bryce trying to maintaining 
his “rep” with his friends giving their ill 
advice and opinion that accepts without 
question

It’s through these years, “Flipped” 
sets itself up through these kids’ alternative 
narrations and viewpoints along with 
their individual growth from some key 
incidents in the movie that makes each 
fall in and out of love with the other and 
vice versa that gives this charming movie 
its distinction and lighthearted humor, 
that are well played by these juvenile 
newcomers, Madeline Carroll and Callan 
McAuliffe.

Basically, Juli is more rounded and 
caring person than the eventual late 
bloomer, Bryce. Because in part, of their 
separate parental influences and home 
life over dinner. Compared to the abrupt 
and verbal abusive comments that Bryce 
witnesses from his embittered father

While, Juli’s painter-artist father 
(Aidan Quinn) has compassion and 
concern, but is smart enough to let 

his daughter find her own voice that 
begins from climbing an old tree for a 

breathtaking view of the scenic 
sky that later she rebels against 
being chopped down for a new 
home.  But Juli can’t get any 
support from Bryce to join her 
in her personal crusade and later 
develops a skill in backyard 
farming with chickens and giving 
eggs to neighbor that Bryce 
secretly discards because of an 
ill comment made by his father 
that also included criticizing 
their shabby front lawn.

By this time, Bryce’s parents 
are forced to allow grandfather Chet, 
played by John Mahoney in a wonderful 
performance that ultimately becomes the 
voice of logic and reason; that move in 
with the family.

Chet never interacted with his son’s 
family. Until he befriends Juli working 
on the lawn and begin to share intimate 
details about each other and their families 
this ultimately leads to Bryce’s mother 
(Rebecca DeMornay) to abrupt order 
his family that she has invited the Loski 
family over for dinner. 

And later at school, there is sort of 
a Sadie Hawkins day, called “Basket 
Boys” where girls bid on boys with picnic 
basket for a date, in which the realization 
and denied feelings finally take shape on 
Bryce toward  Juli who was expected to 
buy him, but  bought someone else.

       Each of these incidents is told twice 
from alternative viewpoints by the kids 
that briefly make the film repetitious and 
slow. But eventually this story’s pattern 
and direction grows on the audience that 
will enjoy “Flipped” for the little gem of 
a movie that it is, through its life lessons 
and nostagalic feel to the awkwardness of 
young love and first relationships. 

 PG; 90min. A Warner Bros. Pictures 
Release     

Flicks from page 5

HARRY BROWN (***)  Michael 
Caine gives one of his best performances 
in recent years in this British made 
melodrama as a recently widow living 
alone in a deteriorating neighborhood 
that is being overrun by drug dealers 
and, unruly and destructive gang of 
teenagers

Harry’s chess partner and best 
friend, Leonard (Liam Cunningham) 
is being tormented by these hooligans. 
When Harry, an ex-marine years ago 
receives word from a police detective 
(Emily Mortimer) that his friend was 
murdered. But the police are unable to 
prove their case.

And in between, Brown’s own 
assault in a stick-up attempt that makes 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

him snap. Harry prepares to go personal 
vigilante using the skills and memory 
recall of incidents from his military 
past for his killing spree to avenge the 
death of his friend. It’s not the “Death 
Wish” type of movie one might have 
expected.

But what follows has a little more 
credence and sensibility towards its 
finale than becoming the usual gratuitous 
and glorified violence mayhem

R; 103min.  Sony Pictures Home 
Video

TV on DVD:”Lost: The Complete 
Six and Final Season”, the enigmatic 
series about plane crash survivors that 
lost its luster since its first and best 
season. 

Michael Caine in Harry Brown

Madeline Carroll and Calan McAuliffe 
in wrner Bros. Flipped
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Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan 
$350/month. utilities included. Men 
Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR 
RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  
office experience 45 words per minute,  
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

Are You Looking for a quiet 6 rm, 3 
bdrm apt?  Dining rm, kitchen, hrdwd 
flrs, drug free, smoke free, close to public 
transp. and schools. Fenced & safe family 
building. 900/mo utilities not included. We 
are looking for you. 773-521-9456
SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four bdrm 
apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer and dryer 
hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 west, 1300 
south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-793-0726
NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

CHRISTIANA & 19TH Totally rehabbed 
two bdrm/one bath apt with laundry in the 
unit. One larger bdrm, one smaller bdrm: 
ideal for 3 people or fewer. All amenities 
plus super insulation and energy efficient 
appliances. $800+utilities & sec deposit. 
No smokers, no pets. (773) 620-4986

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs, 
dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated 
light fixtures. Available immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 welcomed

HELP WANTED

Raybon.
That the convenience store 

business has survived after inspectors 
closed its gas dispensing operations, 
is a testament to the loyalty of 
Raybon’s customers, Patricia Raybon 
said. And she expressed gratitude for 
their continued patronage by saying 
the store also has plans to return to 
offering lottery services in the future. 
For the moment, though, the entire 
family is elated to have a crucial 
element of their enterprises back 
up and running. The pumps operate 
24/7, and in a time when bulletproof 
glass often separate customers from 
proprietors and their products on the 
West Side, Raybon’s walk-in store 
still features an open-air counter and 
goods that customer can actually 
touch before purchasing. “Right 
now, we’re just glad to have the gas 
operations back,” Patricia Raybon 
said across the counter. “We love 
that we can get back to offering 
that service to our customers. “We 
are the last black-owned station in 
Chicago, and we want everyone to 
know we plan to remain here for a 
long time.”

Pumps from front page

local houses and stores to inform 
people about the company. 

They have also done 
promotions at baseball games 
and on the radio. Those who read 
the North Lawndale Community 
Newspaper probably have seen the 
company’s ad, which has appeared 
in various issues [The ad has two 
cars sitting next to the company’s 
name. It also carries a slogan (“We 
Go Anywhere”) and four available 
phone numbers for potential clients 

to use.]
Hill wants everyone who 

needs to hitch a ride to know that 
he and his 13 cabs are here for 
them. “We give quality service. 
We try to do our best to give out 
good service,” he said.

People who are interested 
in the services of L & P Delivery 
Services can contact them at (773) 
533-0147, (773) 533-0148, (773) 
533-0172, and (773) 533-9528.

LP from front page

HEAT INCLUDED! 
1/2 OFF SEC. DEP. 
Completely updated 3 
BDRM APT, Ceiling 
Fans, Hrdwd Floors, 
New Kitchen cabinets 
and floors, Ceramic & 
Marble bath, Walk-In 
Pantry. 7 rooms, 3 bedrooms, enclsd back 
porch. Sec 8 w/employmt accepted. $1050/
mo in well-maintained 2Flat. Call Today-A 
MUST SEE!!!!! 773-988-0144
2-1/2Bedrooms Heat-incl. $800 a month 
1-month rent & 1month security Mr.or 
Ms. Hudson- 773-339-5684 or 773-287-
5779

The best basketball teams 
from 10 different Chicago 
neighborhoods competed 
in the fourth annual Hoops 
in the Hood Cross-City 
Tournament to not only 
showcase their athletic 
skills, but demonstrate how 
a positive competitive outlet 
for youth can promote healthy 
lifestyles, neighborhood 
safety and nonviolence.  
The tournament, which 
is sponsored by the 
Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation/Chicago (LISC/
Chicago) and State Farm 
Insurance Companies, 
brought together more than 
200 athletes ranging from 
ages 8 to 19 years old to 
Seward Park on Saturday.

 Congratulations to the 
winners:

• Major division (15 to 
19 years-old): East Garfield 
Park 

• Minor division (11 to 14 
years-old): Little Village 

• Pee-Wee division (8 to 10 
years old): North Lawndale 

 Former Bulls 
player Mickey Johnson 
congratulated the winners 
and handed out medals and 
trophies to the participants.

 Alderman Walter Burnett 
(27th) welcomed the athletes 
and community members to 
the tournament, all of whom 
showed up to rally behind 
LISC/Chicago’s mission to 
create safer neighborhoods.  
The teams hailed from 
Auburn Gresham, Back of 
the Yards, East Garfield Park, 
Englewood, Humboldt Park, 
Little Village, Near North 
Side, North Lawndale, Pilsen, 
and West Haven.

 “This is more than just 

basketball,” Burnett said to 
the crowd.  “It’s a positive 
competitive outlet for youth.”

 He praised the players’ 
dedication to teamwork, 
sportsmanship and 
nonviolence.

 The tournament was the 
culmination of organized 
neighborhood basketball 
leagues that played scheduled 
games throughout the 
summer.  Every week, athletes, 
parents and community 
members used the games to 
reclaim the streets of their 
neighborhood. Spectators 
grilled food, cheered on their 
teams and participated in arts 
and crafts.  This established 
sense of community is a key 
component of LISC/Chicago’s 
formula to reform struggling 
communities, increase 
public safety, and engender a 
healthy lifestyle.  

 “Programs like Hoops in 
the Hood bring communities 
together, which is important 
when many people worry 
about violence in our streets,” 
said Keri Blackwell, senior 
program officer for LISC/
Chicago. “There are plenty 
of young people in Chicago 
looking for safe and fun 
activities, but often they have 
to overcome large obstacles 
to participate in them.”

 LISC/Chicago’s 
partnership with the 
Chicago Police Department, 
community leaders and 
volunteers, and several 
participating neighborhood 
organizations, creates a 
solid foundation for these 
principles to flourish.

 “We’ve seen Hoops in 
the Hood consistently bring 

Hoops in the Hood 
Cross-City Tournament 
brings neighborhood 

teams together to stand 
against violence

communities together to take 
a stand against violence,” 
Blackwell said. “The positive 
message sent by these 
athletes strengthens not only 
the community, but the entire 
city, as well.”

 Hoops in the Hood is 
the keystone event of LISC/
Chicago’s Neighborhood 

Sports Chicago (NSC), a 
coalition of community 
organizations that use sports 
for youth engagement and 
community development.  
Other NSC-supported events 
and programs include: 
softball leagues the most 
appropriate support to meet 
local needs.

Pee-Wee division (8 to 10 years old): North Lawndale 

Double Encore:
Catch the Lawndale Alliance ad  North 
Lawndale Community News on CAN TV:
     As you may recall, the Lawndale Alliance and North Lawndale 
Community News held the annual Community Awareness Series 
in June.  A couple weeks ago, we shared with you air dates for the 
meetings on CAN TV.  We just got word of additional air dates. 
If you weren’t able to make the meetings, you will have other 
opportunities to catch up. The meetings will air on CAN TV as 
follows: 
Stimulus Package/Neighborhood Stabilization Program Town Hall
Wednesday, September 1st, 12:30 PM, Channel 21
TIF Town Hall  Sunday, August 29th, 9:00 AM, Channel 21
Friday, September 3rd, 8:00 AM, Channel 19. Thursday, 
September 9th, 12:00 PM, Channel 21.  My Guess Ain’t 
Guessing Show: turday, August 28, 12:00 noon, CAN TV 
Channel 19August 21, 1:35 pm, CAN TV 19
You may also download handouts from the meetings at http://
lawndalealliance.blogspot.com Contact Valerie F. Leonard at 773-
521-3137 or  valeriefleonard@msn.com
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iNTERSTATE
muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21��	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122

773 470-7948


