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The Taste of North Lawndale 
returned on Saturday, August 7, 
and the people of North Lawndale 
continued the event’s tradition of 
providing resources, exchanging 
laughter, and enjoying food and 
music.

Volunteers and supporters 
jump started the event, which has 
continued with the help of Isaac 
Lewis, Jr., publisher and founding 
CEO of the NLCN. New to the 
event was a peace march that 
proceeded throughout the streets 
of North Lawndale 16th street, 
Central Park and Ogden Ave.

Protesters roamed the sidewalks 
while screaming out chants like 
“Stop the shooting! Stop the 
killing!” and “Up with hope! 
Down with dope!” as bystanders 
watched. A few gazers smiled 
and gave praise to the protesters, 
which consisted of children and 
adults carrying red flags and signs 
that begged everyone to stop the 
violence in their neighborhoods.

The protestors landed at 
Douglas Park, where the event 
took place. They witnessed a stage 
that was set with instruments and 
chairs sitting in front of it. Urban 
Sound Studio (USS) constructed 
the stage and also provided 
entertainment for the event. USS 
director Tim Williams managed 

TasTe of NorTh LawNdaLe INforms, feeds, & eNTerTaINs 
NorTh LawNdaLe resIdeNTs oNce agaIN

Nicholas Short

the sound system and provided 
background music while people 
bounced from booth to booth, 
buying products and food from 
venders. The entire event took 
place within Douglas Park’s race 
track where participants enjoyed 
the beautiful weather of the day.

Miss Prissy and actor Rickey 
Williams served as emcees for 
the event, introducing performers 
and ensuring that the crowd 
stayed pumped.  Cook County 
Health & Hospitals System, Urban 
Art Retreat, North Lawndale 
Employment Network, and 
Dwyane Wade’s Chicago Has 
Talent Showcase were among the 
venders and organizations that set 
up booths for the Taste. 

One vender, Carol Williams, 
is the owner of Divine Scents, a 
company that sells various body 
care products—soaps, lotions, 
fragrances, etc.—that are made 
from natural bases. She started her 
business about a month ago, but 
she did not hesitate to be a part of 
the event. Carol believed that the 
Taste is a good opportunity for not 
only herself, but for the people of 
North Lawndale as well. “I think 
it’s a good thing to have something 
in our own neighborhood,” she 
said. “We should support each 
other and get to know what 

we have going on in our own 
neighborhood.” Divine Scents 
also included Tanisha Williams, 
Carol’s daughter and marketing 
manager, and Carol’s son Antonio 
Williams who was in charge of 
production and distribution—and 
also attended the event.

Aside from venders, there 
were also 24th Ward Aldermanic 
candidates at the event: Chauncey 
Stroud and Valerie Leonard. Both 
Stroud and Leonard constructed 
a booth and cruised throughout 
the area, talking to everyone they 
meet and attempting to persuade 
participants to vote for them. 
Another sign at the Taste that the 
2010 Election was just around the 
corner was a voter registration 
booth that allowed attendees to 
register to vote. 

Adults and young people of 
different races and backgrounds 
appeared at the event, chowing 
down on hot dogs and grilled 
chicken or cheering on such 
performers as rapper/singer Lady 
Shay and the hip-hop group 
Hot Track Millionaires. Other 
appearances included Chuck 
Spruell, a 1954 Golden Gloves 
champion.

The events had financial help 
from Second Federal Bank, the 
Steans Family Foundation, Chicago 

Community Loan Fund, North 
Lawndale Employment Network, 
Better Boys Foundation, Cermak 
Auto Auction, Congressman Danny 
K. Davis, Safeway Constructon 
Duwell Fish co. and SuperNick’s.

Many supporters of the event 
helped by in-kind donations and 
barter agreements. This included 
the Chicago Park who waived the  
park at the request of 24th Ward 
Ald. Sharon Dixon, Food donations 
by Scott Petersen whose products 
include a variety of smoked and 
polish sausages, old fashioned 
deli meats and Chicago-style hot 
dogs, S. Rosen, and Supreme Juice 
Co. a case of chicken of was also 
provided by Ald. Dixon. Several 
donations were secured with the 
help of Larry Nelson of the 24th 
Ward Democratic Organization.

The event ended with Tim 
Williams and USS musicians 
playing music as the sky became 
slightly darker. Rickey Williams, 
who introduced the final act, hyped 
up the crowd before the musicians 
began playing various songs. 
Afterwards, everyone packed up, 
said their goodbyes, and left.

When he is not serving as 
emcee for the Taste—this year was 
his sixth time hosting the event— 
Rickey serves as a double for blues 
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Mindset of 

Going Back to 
School is Cool
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CeaseFire supports Taste of North Lawndale 
participants, and community residents in 
Peace March and Prayer

Taste of North Lawndale Audience taking photos 
and enjoying entertainment

Taste of North Lawndale mothers and children 
having a fun day with the weather being sunny 
and warm

Kim George (blue t-shirt) of ABD/CYC Youth 
Center

North Lawndale Employment Network  at booth 
for its homegrown honey and honey-based 
products

Time Williams (on drums) wth the urban Sounds  
was the final entertainment for the day of the 
Taste of Lawndale

See Taste page 4
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, David Schultz, 
Reggie Lewis,  Mary Moran, Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Pris-
cilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, David Tenario, Smalley Mike Cook,  
David Schultz,  Travles Lane, Talley, & Valerie Leonard
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis, Phillip Lewis 
Dominique Mack, and Denzelle Gresham distributed 
weekly over 280 dropsites, and over 340,685 potential 
readers throughout North and South Lawndale, East and 
West Garfield, Humboldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near 
West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Much has happened since October of 1999 when we first 
published the North Lawndale Community News more than 
eleven years ago. Many have contributed, supported, vol-
unteered, written, taken photos, done research, and/or com-
pleted our workshops. We have helped many and many have 
helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then it has become 
a newspaper, larger in newsprint layout and organizational 
size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: August 19, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN THE 
NORTH LAWNDALE 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOR RATES CALL
312-492-9090



August	12	-	August	18,	2010									The	North	Lawndale	Community	News						 Page	�

There is more to Family Focus Lawndale than Caribbean-
themed fundraisers. NLCN conducted a report on its “Caribbean 
Breezes” fundraiser on June 27. Though many found the event 
fun and entertaining, its main purpose was to generate money 
for its programs. And those programs help Family Focus 
remained focus on its goal: to mold little kids, teenagers and 
their parents into well educated, well developed individuals.

The Lawndale division of Family Focus, an organization 
that provides programs and workshops that grant constructive 
activities for Chicago’s youth and guidance for parents, 
constantly develops methods that offer programs that the 
people of North Lawndale, both young and old, can use. Among 
these programs are tutoring and homework help sessions 
for grammar school children, job readiness training and job 
referrals for teenagers, and support and education groups on 
foster parenting for adults.

Family Focus Lawndale recently completed on of their 
programs. It was a summer camp program, where local 
children received such activities as arts and crafts. At the end 
of the program, the summer camp kids entertained family and 
friends with hip-hop performances during the End of Year 
Summer Camp Performance on Wednesday, August 4, 5 - 7 
p.m., at Homan Square Chicago Park District Gym (3559 W. 
Arthington St.).

Each of the events honors Family Focus’s Premises 
and Principles of Family Support, which are goals that the 
organization strives to uphold. One of the Premises of Family 
Support, according to the Family Focus website, is that the 
“primary responsibility for the development and well-being of 
children lies within the family, and all segments of society must 
support families as they rear their children.” The first of the 
Principles of Family Support encourages Family Focus staff and 
families to “work together in relationships based on equality and 
respect.” 

The website also reveals that 14,000 people are actively 
enrolled in family support services while 16,000 people 
receive emergency support/referrals each year. Sixty 
percent of participants are under the age of 18, 41% of 
participants are African American, and 55% of participants 
are Hispanic. Also, the majority of the participants—over 

Family Focus Gives Children, Parents 
the Support They Deserve

Nicholas Short
70%—live below the federal poverty line.

Sherneron Hilliard, who has been the Lawndale 
Center Director for two years, takes a great deal of pride 
in what she does. “We are educating our kids and we’re 
keeping them off the streets,” she said. Hilliard wants 
more people to be aware of Family Focus Lawndale 
and what it can do for them. “We have a lot of resources 
that we are able to offer,” she said.

One of Family Focus Lawndale’s most recent 
projects involves a partnership with Henry Ford 
Academy: Power House High, which a “green school” 
according to 21st Century Program Manager Lorenzo 
O’Bryant. A “green school” is a school that runs through 
methods that help the environment, and Family Focus 
plans use that school to promote “green” ideas within 
the community using internet broadcasting. “We have 
some ‘green’ concepts coming up that we are excited 
about this year,” said O’Bryant. He enjoys introducing 
new ideas to neighborhood children.

Family Focus Lawndale is located on 3517 W. 
Arthington St. in Chicago, Illinois. Its phone number is 
(773) 722-5057, its fax number is (773) 722-5160 and its 
e-mail address is lawndale@family-focus.org. Those who 
are interested in helping Family Focus through donations 
and volunteer work can also go to the organization’s 
website, which provides “10 reasons to give.” Here are 
five of those reasons:

1. Anyone can participate in Family Focus 
programs, regardless of ability to pay.

2. Family Focus has developed hundreds of 
programs over 30 years to adapt to the growing and 
changing needs of families in metropolitan Chicago.

3. Family Focus centers are in the heart of their 
communities and are staffed by community members.

4. Family Focus provides services beyond centers, 
reaching families where they are, through outreach and 
home visits.

5. Staff work with families in relationships of 
equality and respect, building on the strengths of each 
family and family member

NeW TrAiNiNg PrOgrAM 
iN CriSiS

Dear North Lawndale Community News readers:

      My name is rich Brown Founder/CeO of Trendsetters 
Institute of Custom Sewn Products. We are a not-for-profit 
training provider attempting to replenish the labor markets 
in the sewn products industry. We offer classes in custom 
tailoring, fashion design, garment embellishments, and soon 
custom drapery and upholstery. These classes provide hands on 
training, taught by industry professionals, in a climate controlled, 
secure environment, using state of the art equipment, while 
following industry standards and guidelines. Our classes are 
offered to Honorably Discharged Veterans, Dislocated Workers, 
Disadvantaged Youth, and job seeking adults. We are located at 
1211 S Western Ave. Suite 201 Chicago il 60608. Contact us at: 
(312) 243-8255.
   Since our arrival during April, 2010 we’ve had over 500 inquires 
pertaining to class enrollment. These potential students all have 
one common issue: “how to pay for the classes”. We realize that 
the economy at present is in disarray, however our programs 
also offer job placements which will help stimulate the economy 
while possibly revitalizing our illinois workforce. We in an 
effort to help facilitate tuition funding have partnered with a 
number of organizations, submitted grants, and certification 
applications. We realize this process takes time, and i assure you 
we are patient. However, these delays are creating hardships 
for potential students, employers, and community residents. At 
this time, our task is to locate funding or financial aid for these 
students, so that we can train them and accommodate potential 
employers with a skilled labor force: Homegrown. Home taught, 
and home employed. Our training program is one year, and career 
employment is life long. Any assistance pertaining in this matter 
would be greatly appreciated. At your earliest convenience i 
would like to request an appointment to discuss this matter. 
At this time, we are requesting appointments with any and all 
interested community leaders. i.e. Aldermen, Congressmen, 
Clergy, Business Owners, etc.         
Sincerely,

richard Brown/
Founder/CeO
Trendsetters Fashion institute 

 
Trendsetters Fashion Institute  

1211 South Western – Suite 201 Chicago, IL  60608                                 (312) 243-8287 

Richard Brown, Founder/Owner 
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CHICAGO – AUGUST 10, 2010 – 
Power 92’s DJ Jamal Smallz continues to 
show his dedication to his city by remaining 
positively active in the Chicago community. 
During the year, Smallz travels to different 
high schools to talk to students about the 
importance of school and how his job 
as a successful DJ requires an extensive 
education. Working together with Dime 
Child Foundation’s CEO Warnita Taylor, 
Jamal has helped achieve over $2 million in 
funding for support of Dime Child’s Upward 
Bound, Mentoring Dimes, & College prep 
programs. To continue to promote this 
message, Smallz will march with Dime 
Child in the 81st Annual Bud Billiken Back 
to School Parade this Saturday, August 14, 
2010. 

Hosting the Power 92.3 float along with 
Jamal Smallz will be superstar recording 
artist Jeremiah performing his hit single “I 
Like”. Riding from 39th and King Drive and 
ending in Washington Park on Chicago’s 
South Side, Smallz will DJ on the Power 

92.3 parade float. To encourage students 
to go back to school and get involved with 
programs that will aide them in seeking their 
highest level of  potential, Smallz will be 
surrounded by participating students from 
Dime Child Foundation.  

Dime Child Foundation is a non-profit 
group that provides educational resources 
and services to youth to help ensure them 
hope for a promising future. The program 
marching with Jamal Smallz and Power 92 
include the Dime Child Media group which is 
comprised of the WDCR Dime Child Radio 
and Dime Child 10 Magazine, DCX. Aimed 
at youth ages 13 to 21 participating students 
produce, program, and operate an Internet 
radio station completely on their own. 
DCX Magazine is a program producing a 
professional magazine focused on providing 
information on music, celebrities, fashion, 
lifestyles and entertainment through feature 
stories, opinion columns, and more. Students 
across Chicago are anticipating the annual 
Bud Billiken Parade and this year Jamal 
Smallz will be there encouraging students 
across Chicago to prepare themselves for 
school while promoting success with Dime 
Child Foundation.

About Dime Child
The acronym D.I.M.E. stands for 

demanding intelligence through mentoring 
and education. Through programs that 
emphasize the importance of education, 
mentoring, leadership, social and moral 
values. Dime Child is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit 
organization founded April 12, 2001

CHICAGO’S OWN POWER 92.3 
DJ JAMAL SMALLZ AT THE 81ST 

ANNUAL BUD BILLIKEN PARADE

Lewis and the other individuals involved in 
forming the Taste because the event gives 
young men and women in the community an 
opportunity to come together have fun without 
any bloodshed. This year, Williams said, the 
youth were filled with good cheer and he liked 
it. “They all acted like family,” he said. 

legend B.B. King. He has stepped in for 
King during many commercials and movies. 
He is also the first African-American man to 
pilot the Good Year Blimp.

Rickey “tremendously” enjoyed the 
event. One good thing about the Taste’s was 
the performers, who were very polite and 
respectful, according to him. He also admired 

Hot Trakk Millionaires performing

Taste from front page

El D performing

J Mic performing Ace Boog performing

Juicy performing

Brenda Taylor and Crew performing

See page 7
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As you may recall, the Lawndale Alliance 
and North Lawndale Community News held 
the annual Community Awareness Series 
in June.  If you weren’t able to make the 
meetings, you will have other opportunities 
to catch up. The meetings will air on CAN 
TV as follows:

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 
SERIES

Sunday, August 15, 9:00 am, CAN TV 
Channel 21-Education Town Hall

Thursday, August 19th, 8:30 am, CAN 
TV Channel 19-Education Town Hall

Sunday, August 22, 9:00 am, CAN TV 
Channel 21-NSP Town Hall

Wednesday, August 25th, 12:00 pm, 
CAN TV Channel 21-Education Town Hall

Sunday, August 29, 9:00 am, CAN TV 
Channel 21 -TIF Town Hall

MY GUESS AIN’T GUESSING 
SHOW:

Saturday, August 21, 1:35 pm, CAN TV 
Channel 19

Saturday, August 28, 12:00 
noon, CAN TV Channel 19 
 
You may also download handouts from 
the meetings at http://lawndalealliance.
blogspot.com

Encore: 
Catch the Lawndale 

Alliance and  
North Lawndale 

Community News 
on CAN TV:

The summer is 
simmering down 
while the autumn air 
is working it’s way in 
and children nation 
wide are preparing 

themselves for one of the most important 
days of the year, the first day of school. 
After a long summers vacation, this could 
be quite a task for many children, so how 
does one, (The Parents) prepare themselves 
and their children for such a time as this? 
How do parents nation wide inspired their 
children to keep the positive mindset of 
“Going Back To School Is Cool?”

Luciana Hill a mother of four, speaks 
extensively about the strategy of suggestive 
reading and how important it is to have 
your child read, study and go beyond the 
grade level of suggestive reading in order 
to keep them in tune. Luciana feels that 
this is one of the most important lessons 
that she has learned in keeping her girls 
always in the mindset of “School is Cool.” 
Luciana says “After your child has finished 
the suggestive reading for their grade 
level, challenge them by having them read 
suggested books for the next grade level.” 
While studies find that the younger you 
start your child out reading, the more they 
want to read and bridge the gap between 
higher education and learning, it is up to 
the parent to keep their child on the right 
track and eventually the child feels that 
reading is an essential part of the child’s 
life. Children who read more want to learn 
more and seem to advance to higher levels 
in life. According to the National Center 

PreParINg Your chILd for The mINdseT of 
“goINg Back To schooL Is cooL”

Tali Bakhit
for Education Statistics (NCES), which is a 
division of the United States Department of 
Education, when parent involvement is low, 
the classroom mean average (reading score) 
is below the national average. However, 
when parent involvement is high, classrooms 
score points are above the national average. 
This is why Luciana finds that it is most 
important to keep her four girls on the right 
track, so that they are well prepared for what 
is yet to come.

Jermyia, the youngest of the four will 
be starting school on the 9th of August, at 
Victor Herbert elementary school which is 
a Chicago public school. This will be her 
first time attending public school ever, as 
she has attended private school all of her 
life. Luciana has already prepared Jermyia 
for the changes that she may encounter, as 
Chicago public school’s curriculum is quite 
different than private schools throughout 
the city. Jermyia, a 3rd grader seems ready 
and excited to go back to school. Jermyia 
says “I loves school and I am prepared and 
can’t wait to meet my new friends and tell 
them about my ant farm that I have put 
together over the summer.” Jemyia, loves 
to read, has 3 dogs and says that she will 
be a Veterinarian because she loves to take 
care of animals. All of these attributes play 
a major role in Luciana’s suggestive reading 
strategy. For more ways to inspire your 
child and keep them in the right mindset of 
“Going back to school is cool,”  

Log on to:
http://www.nea.org
http://www.oecdrccseoul.org/article/

benefits-of-reading-for-children-how-
reading-can-help-concentration/

http://www.cps.edu
http://www.succeedtoread.com/facts.

html
http://www.yourbabycanread.com

READING FACTS
1. According to the Organization for 

Economic Co-operation and Development 
children who read have a higher 
concentration level. 

2. According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics children who 
are read to at home enjoy a substantial 
advantage over children who are not read 
to at home. 

3. According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics at all ages, a higher 
percentage of white children had family 
members who read to them daily than did 
children of other races/ethnicities. 

4. Children who love to read stay in 
school

5. According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, students who 
reported watching three or fewer hours 
of television each day had higher average 
reading scores than students who reported 
watching more television.

6. According to the National Institute 
of Health studies show that at least 95% 
of even the poorest readers can learn to 
read at grade level if they are given proper 
instruction in sound-letter relationships.

7. Four year old children who 
were read one alphabet book per day 
significantly improved in their awareness 
of phonemes.

Inspire Your Child By Encouraging 
Them, To Read Today!
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HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER WITH A NEW APARTMENT!!!

UNIT BUILDING      UNIT ADDRESS    UNIT SIZE

EAT PRAY LOVE (***)   A married writer 
who is in personal agony and turmoil travels 
to Bali to seek out a mystic medicine man for 
a feature article. But instead, she uses the 
opportunity to ask him about her relationship and 
her future. 

Six months later, Liz Gilbert (Julia Roberts) 
attending a book signing party with her best friend 
and publisher Della Shiraz (Viola Davis);;Where 
Liz becomes momentarily annoyed by her 
husband, Stephen (Billy Crudup)  who can’t settle 
in on a career.  Liz overhears Stephen talking 
about moving from the auto biz to becoming a 
pastry chef.

Liz begins to feel the medicine man’s prophesy 
might be true. She might be in a shorter marriage 
that makes her “pray’ for an answer from God on 
what to do. Considering how neglectful Stephen 
is in their marriage; it should be a no-brainer. But 
true to the feelings over rationality, Liz is like 
most women tries to stay in a relationship long 
after it becomes apparent.

And eventually, Liz in bed with Stephen tells 
him she wants a divorce. But since Stephen took 
a course in law, deciding to represent himself. 
Stephen refuses to grant Liz a divorce even after 
she agrees to give him everything!

Della tries to help Liz forget her legal hassles 

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

for a nigh by attending 
an experimental stage 
play. Where Liz becomes 
infatuated by the 
enlightened actor, David 
Piccolo (James Franco), 
that she terms “a yoga 
fan from Yonkers” 
who introduces her to 
Hinduism. 

But eventually Liz is 
left with that same empty 
feeling with David, 
deciding to break off and 
out of their relationship. 
Just as Stephen agrees to 
sign the divorce papers. 

Liz decides to begin a globe-trotting trip to find 
herself, beginning in Italy. 

Where she’s befriended by Sophia, a Swedish 
woman who offers her tutor to help Liz to learn 
to speak Italian that leads to a trip to Naples for 
pizza. 

Then Liz meets some barber shop customers 
whose views of Americans are that they know 
entertainment, but not pleasure. They help Liz 
learn how to express herself like an Italian.  
While she learns the importance of willing to 
indulge without the guilt.

Throughout this movie, there is some 
revealing and thoughtful life lessons expressed 
that Roberts’ characters that later admits to being 
teachers that she absorbed what they taught 
her. It’s true enough that we all can learn from 
everybody something. But it’s how it relates to 
our need or self esteem.

Also through the process, there are some 
noteworthy performances led by Julia Roberts 
who delivers her most compelling performance 
in years. She has to step back from Chi native 
Richard Jenkins who delivers an acting clinic in 
his brief role as the Texan she meets during her 
meditation that helps Liz help to “learn to forgive 
herself”. When Richard re-accounts a near tragic 

accident to his son.
Still each encounter becomes a test when 

she meets Felipe (Javier Bardem) whom she 
succumbs to having sex after years of inactivity 
that later causes a bladder injection. 

She returns back to Bali and commits a e-
mail campaign to her acquaintances and friends 
to donate money that helps a poor woman and 
her child get to have built their first home that 
offers a spiritual lesson to Liz who learns to help 
yourself; you must help someone in need.

But Liz is also running from the impending 
relationship with Felipe who honestly  has fallen 
in love with her that she’s afraid to let her go 
with.

There have been many movies depicting 
men and women in search for answers to their 
life propose or fulfillment. But “Eat, Pray Love” 
wants us to understand that most encounters we 
have in life with other people are teachers we can 
learn something from.

Director Ryan Murphy (who created TV’s 
Nip n’ Tuck” and now “Glee”) and co-writer (and 
actress) Jennifer Salt) offer the screen adaptation 
to book as a stimulate to the mind and spirit that 
one needs to recognize and embrace to find one’s 
inner peace within one’s life.

Through its lengthy odyssey and scenic 
photography and beauty that emphasis the 
mission most can’t afford to do that we have 
to feel through Roberts’ character, a scenic 
wonder herself.  Out of the summer season out 
women oriented films, “Eat, Pray Love” does an 
honorable job over such extragavanza yet weak 
offerings as “Sex and The City 2”. This film is 
one example of enlightenment and empowerment 
that is worthy of your time and interest while 
retaining the book’s messages and spirit.

PG-13; 142min. A Columbia Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters

SCOTT PILGRIM VERSUS THE WORLD
(**)  Based on a graphic novel, “Scott 

Pilgrim Versus The World” has been resigned 
by director Edgar Wright best known for such 

movie genre spoofs like “Shaun of the Dead” and 
“Hot Fuzz”; who now genre bents a little far for 
the average moviegoers while serving the young 
geek crowd..

Even though Wright owes a visual nod 
to director Robert Rodriguez for adapting the 
comic book look and words flashing around 
the live action that was recently done in “Sin 
City”. While Wright brings in the influence if 
video game arcade action set to spoofing teenage 
romantic comedies. 

Still notwithstanding this film’s visual 
creativity, “Scott Pilgrim” is more technically 
sounded than its script. 

Michael Cera plays the title role, a 22 yr old 
jobless charmer who performs in a local rock 
band, Sex Bob-omb trying to find gigs that land 
them a record label deal.

But overriding his musical quest, Scott is 
considered a lady killer who hasn’t had the best 
track record in relationships with women. In 
particular, recalling and being confronted  by 
Envy Adams (Brie Larson) whose the one that 
kicked his  heart’s ass 

Now Scott who shares an apartment with gay 
best friend, (Kieran Culkin) who’s also a tattler 
to h is criticizing sister, Stacey (Anne Kendrick) 
who object to her brother’s new  girlfriend, an 
underage, naïve and nerdy Japanese girl, Knives 
Chau  (Ellen Wong) from a Catholic high 
school.

Soon after, Scott gets invited to a house party 
where he discovers the girl of his dreams, the new 
girl in town, Ramona Flowers (Mary Elizabeth 
Winstead).  

But before Scott can ride off into the sunset 
with his true love; .Scott discovers Ramona has 
some personal baggage that confront him on  her 
behalf ---namely seven “evil exes” (boyfriends) 
that Scott must battle each in a video game arcade 
with unexplained martial arts skills like “Mortal 
Kombat” that somehow represents Scott’s fantasy 
ability in reality 

See Flicks page 7
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CLAssiFiEd		mARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!
FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 1654 S. Homan $350/month. utilities included. 
Men Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  Chicago, Il 60623. Individual 
offices from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, electric and heat 
included. Contact Eric 312-296-6551 to view.

HELP WANTED
A1 Garfield Extermination Must have  office experience 45 words 
per minute,  typing test given, drug test, background check/no felons, 
salary nego., day time hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield Ma-
jor at 773-638-8462

Are You Looking for a quiet 6 rm, 3 
bdrm apt?  Dining rm, kitchen, hrdwd 
flrs, drug free, smoke free, close to public 
transp. and schools. Fenced & safe family 
building. 900/mo utilities not included. We 
are looking for you. 773-521-9456
SECTION 8 WELCOME Available 
immediately, gut rehab, three and four 
bdrm apts for rent in lovely 3 flat. Washer 
and dryer hook-up, hrdwd floors. 3100 
west, 1300 south. Call Mr. Becker at 815-
793-0726
NORTH LAWNDALE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT Available 1 to 5bedrooms, 
Section 8 accepted. Beautifully rehabbed 
larger units in magnificent Greystones or 
Brownstones, Most w/granite countertops 
Call 773-257-0900or 312-965-6911

CHRISTIANA & 19TH Totally rehabbed 
two bdrm/one bath apt with laundry in the 
unit. One larger bdrm, one smaller bdrm: 
ideal for 3 people or fewer. All amenities 
plus super insulation and energy efficient 
appliances. $800+utilities & sec deposit. 
No smokers, no pets. (773) 620-4986

2 OR 3 BDRS APTS hardwood flrs 
,dishwasher, ceiling fans and updated 
light fixtures. Available immediately. Call 
773/814-6896. Sec. 8 welcomed

      Each  encounter registers high 
scores until Scott confront his ultimate 
challenge in Gideon Gordon Graves 
,a weasely “ex” played  by Jason 
Schwartzman who  happens to be a 
record executive who offers the choice 
for Scott to choose either  a recording 
pact for his band  or battle for the girl. 
Naturally, Scott chooses the latter that 
leads into an imaginitive and loud 
video game style showdown that goes 
on too long.

Frankly, “”Scott Pilgrim” is an 
annoying action romance spoof, 
because it acts out more than 
it explains. Not to mention the 
opportunities from co-writer- director 
Edgar Wright missed to satirize more 
mo vie genres within the film’s “teen 
love quest” premise that might have 
spread this movie’s appeal to wider 
audience, instead of just serving the 
young.

Scott’s challenge could have done 
against each boyfriend like an old 
Saturday afternoon movie serial that 
was homage in those “Indiana Jones” 
movies.  Movies are supposed to be a 
shared experience for all.     

Instead, this film is handicapped 
by its film’s character’s only obsession 
that might been that way in the late 
director John Hughes’ teen comedies of 
the late 1980’s.  But now this movie’s 
single minded approach tries to serve 
an audience that makes a video game 
out itself toward the today’s youth that 
more than likely wants to play than 
watch.  While it’s “game over” for the 
average moviegoer who see only style 
over substance.

PG-13; 112min. A Universal 
Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters

Flicks from page 6

DEATH AT A FUNERAL
(*1/2)  Chris Rock makes a 

“Oreo cookie” out of this remake 
to director Frank Oz’s 2007 
British made farce that doesn’t 
fare much on the laughs, even 
over the stupid initial film. The 
so-called comedy provides an 
all-star employment for many 
black performers who deserve 
better that this film offer. 

Only the flavor and energy 
helps sustain this movie with 
attitude over hilarity involving 
a funeral gathering where the 
same uninvited guest in the 
initial film, Peter Dinklage 
reprising his role as the 
extortionist-lover trying to bulk 
$35G’S out of the family to 
keep secret their father was on 
the “down low”  

Chris Rock can’t do enough 
of his social quip in such 
restraining straight man role as 
the over burden yet responsible 
brother working solo in handling 
the funeral arrangements over 
his successful, womanizer older 
brother, Martin Lawrence who 
dodges the expense.

 While family friend Tracy 
Morgan can mustard the film’s 
biggest laugh from toilet humor 
(literally!) with Danny Glover. 
James Marsden gets to do Jim 
Carrey –like shtick being nude 
and drugged on the house roof. 

Not very funny even when 

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

raunchy as 
it is stupidly 
r i d i c u l o u s , 
this movie is 
almost DOA 
that could have 
used a closed 
casket on its 
script.

R; 92 min. 
Sony Pictures 
Home Video

THE LAST 
SONG

(**) Predictable bittersweet 
love story with Miley Cyrus 
trying to reshape her image 
(but not by much!) through this 
Nicolas Sparks screen adaptation 
from his book involving a 
rebellious daughter resentful 
over her parents divorce. 

       “Ronnie” Miller (MIley 
Cyrus) has also been accepted 
but undecided about attending 
Julliard music school. Where 
mother (Kelly Preston) brings 
her out to spend the summer 
with her estranged father 
(Greg Kinnear), now living in 
a Georgia beach house, a ex-
concert pianist working on a 
piece for a local church..    

Eventually, Ronnie meet s 
local hunk that helps fill the time 
until father and daughter begin 
to restore their relationship 
through the only common 
interest they have - music.  A 
familiar melody we’ve seen 
before and better.

PG: 107min. Touchstone 
Pictures Home Video’ Available: 
Aug. 17

TV on DVD:  Courtney Cox 
stars in “Cougar Town”: The 
Complete First Season arrives 
Aug. 17… America Ferreira in 
“Ugly Betty”: The Complete 
Fourth and Final Season due out 
Aug. 17

Taste from page 4

Crucial Click performing

Keyz - Host

Lady Shay and Big Mann performing

Reba performing

Pla Boy performing Urban Sounds band performing

Queen Alexis performing

Prince God performing

Madd Rythms performing
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iNTERsTATE
muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21�8	south	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122

3rd Annual Lawndale 5k Walk/Run
Saturday, September 18
Lawndale Christian Fitness Center
3860 W. Ogden Ave.
Chicago, IL 60623

5K ADULTS
$12 Pre-registration
$15 After September 11

5K YOUTH (6-17)
$8 Pre-registration
$10 After September 11
*Youth age 6-12 receive free Kids’ 
Dash entry with 5K registration.

8am Check-in
9am Start of 5K Walk/Run
10am Kids Dash (ages 3-12)
10:30am Awards Ceremony/Healthy Snacks

AWARDS
Awards will be presented to the top three male 
and female runners in each of these age groups:
6-14, 15-17, 18-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 
45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65+

with support from
these sponsors:

Walk your own pace or run hard. This is your 

opportunity to enjoy the boulevards of Lawndale. 

Join us for a day of fitness while promoting health 

and wellness in our community!

Questions? Call LCFC at 773.843.3219.

Pre-register by September 11 at Lawndale 
Christian Fitness Center to ensure we have a shirt 
in your size on the day of the event, or register 
online at www.lawndale.org.

KIDS’ DASH (ages 3-12)
$5

COURSE
MAP:

Presented by:

COST:

The best value 5K in Chicago!
CARA Emerging Race & USATF Certified
Chip timing
Technical shirts to the first 1,000 entrants
Showcases the North Lawndale 
neighborhood
Features neighborhood drumline and

         footwork artists

Lawndale Christian

Fitness Center

CARA
Emerging
Race
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