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For 24 years, they have helped 
individuals become entrepreneurs 
and made great ideas a reality. And 
the people of Goodcity, a non-
profit organization that works with 
groups and individuals to help the 
create programs, shows no signs 

GoodCity Team (from left to right) Director of Development Dr. Ileen E. Kelly, Chief Financial Officer 
Deidra Bates, President Mike Ivers, program directo Larry Dixon and assistant to president Shirley 
Jossell

non-PRoFit oRGAnizAtion helPs otheR oRGAnizAtions helP themselves 
Nicholas Short

of stopping.
“We focus on the least, the last, 

and the lost,” said Mike T. Ivers, 
the organization’s president. Ivers, 
who became the second president 
in May 2001, said the organization 
is all about “connecting leaders, 

changing lives, [and] transforming 
communities.” More specifically, 
Goodcity provides counseling, 
workshops, training and 
professional development, and 
fiscal guidance to groups and 
individuals that want to start a 

program. “They literally walk into 
our office and say ‘hey, I got this 
idea.’ And then we try to make it 
real,” he said.

But the organization doesn’t 
achieve your dream for you. “One 
of the challenges for us,” said Ivers, 
“is people walking in and [saying] 
‘hey I got this great idea. Write it 
for me.’” It’s not that simple. And 
Goodcity is not an organization 
that gives other organizations 
funding to help them start their 
programs. “We partner with 
them,” explained Chief Financial 
Officer Deirdre Bates. “Someone 
comes up with the vision, and it’s 
our organization’s job to help you 
accomplish the vision and your 
goal, so we become a co-partner 
but all of these organizations are 
founded by someone else.”

Though based in North 
Lawndale—5049 W. Harrison—
Goodcity assisted in establishing 
programs in Rogers Park, 
Roseland, and several other areas 
in Chicago. “We’re all over the 
city,” said Ivers. Of course the 
organization has major programs 
in its own neighborhood as well. 
It is currently working with six 
programs in North Lawndale. 

“We’re very happy to be based 
right here in North Lawndale. And 
in addition to starting non-profits 
and being a non-profit incubator, 
we also now are being contracted 
to build the capacity of existing 
programs.” 

One of these programs, the 
new communities program, was 
established by the Lawndale 
Christian Development 
Corporation and Local Initiative 
Support Corporation to support 
comprehensive community 
development in 16 Chicago 
neighborhoods. Goodcity 
also helped the Young Men’s 
Educational Network (YMEN), a 
group the nurture at-risk youth in 
North Lawndale (the group started 
with $7,000 and one staff member. 
Currently, it has a $500,000 budget 
and 12 staff members.). Other 
North Lawndale programs include 
Food Desert Action, Interfaith 
Youth Core, and Gethsemane 
Holistic Services.

But whether they are making 
waves their area or providing 
guidance for other areas in the 
city, Goodcity stays committed to 
their work.  Each of its 5 members 

Westsider, One of Nations Top Wrestlers
Todd Thomas

Jahwon Akui is one of the 
nations best wrestler

See Goodcity page 3

St. Rita junior Jawhon Akui 
is having a breakout year as a 
wrestler and as a running back. 
He won the IHSA state wrestling 
championship at 171 pounds, and 
in football he rushed for 1,829 
yards and 30 touchdowns. He’s 
standing on the verge of true 
superstardom, even though he only 
stands five-foot-five.

Akui is a gifted athlete, and 
has been for a long time. He’s 
been a nationally ranked wrestler 
since middle school and he was 
an excellent running back in Pop 
Warner football. He grew up, and 
still lives in the Austin community 
near Oak Park  and he decided early 
on to use his athletic gifts to help 
him reach his goals in life, which 
include going to a good college, 
and hopefully a professional sports 
career.

Choosing a high school was 
an important decision for Akui, 
and he decided to attend St. Rita, 
a Catholic school on the south 
side with a tremendous sports 
reputation. He felt that succeeding 
in the highly-regarded Chicago 
Catholic Blue conference would 

earn him the respect he needed 
to draw the attention of college 
scouts.

“I was a smaller back at five-
foot-five. If I wanted to be the 
best and get recruited by the 
top schools I had to go to a big 
name school who plays the best 
competition in the state. I felt like 
coming to St.Rita would give me 
a great opportunity to improve my 
talents,” Akui said.

And Akui has a nice skill set - 
he’s performed well in wrestling 
and football, and he works equally 
hard at both sports. Buts it’s the 
game of football that really gets 
him psyched up. Especially in 
prime-time clashes with Catholic 
League rivals.

“I just try to enjoy every minute 
of it. I try not to take a play off. 
I try to bring excitement to my 
fans and to my teammates. I like 
putting on a show and performing 
in front of big crowds,” Akui said. 
“When I’m out there for those 
four quarters it’s an unbelievable 
feeling.”

Of course the crowds aren’t as 
big in wrestling, but it still might 

be considered his best sport. 
He’s ranked as the No.1 
junior in the entire nation at 
160 pounds by the WUSA, 
and No. 2 in the state by 
Illinois Matmen.

“Wrestling is great,” 
Akui said. “I won a state 
championship this year 
and it was one of the best 
feelings in my life. “It’s 
incredible because it’s a 
one-on-one sport.”

But long practices and 
the weight control required for 
wrestling do take their toll as the 
season wears on.

“In wrestling there are no 
days off no matter how sore you 
are, and it’s tough losing weight. 
Training and staying in shape for 
wrestling is tougher than football,” 
Akui said.

The grind of practice, matches 
and games is tough on any level, 
but it’s a little tougher in the no-
nonsense Catholic league. There 
is a proud tradition of excellence, 
and every contest tests can test an 
athletes mettle. This high level of 

steady competition is what gives 
the Catholic League the edge over 
the Public League when it comes 
to football, says Akui .

“Public League teams have a 
lot of great athletes. It’s always a 
tough test to compete with the great 
athletes that the Public League 
has, but I think that maybe as far 
as work ethic and the all around 
preparation and competition - 
that’s what makes a difference,” 
Akui said. 

And coaches at St. Rita do 
expect a lot out of their athletes. 
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
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Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
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dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
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Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
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and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time 6:00pm

Date: April 15, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

Ebony Unlimited Service
An smc DistRibutoR

home & GARDen DecoR

locAl chARteR touRs

Ebonyunlimited.com - Web
Ebony3656@gmail.com - Email

ceo - John milleR

(773) 491-4136
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leaped beyond their job requirements. “We’re a five 
person office, so you tend to wear many different 
hats around here,” said Program Director Larry 
Dixon. They also do everything in their power to 
build valuable bonds with others. “We’re more than 
just a partner, we become your friend,” said Dixon.

Their determination led to solid results. In 
addition to the various programs that sprung up 
throughout Chicago, Goodcity earned such awards 
as the Technical Institute Award (2009) and the 
Shore Bank Faith-Based Community Impact Award 
(2007). Given their accomplishments and devotion, 
few might wonder how they manage to stay in 
business for more than two decades. “We have 
been in existence since 1986. Ninety percent of the 
programs we’ve started are still in existence. And 
we feel that’s a pretty good sign,” said Ivers.

Ivers, who served as a Catholic priest for 27 years 
before joining the organization, notes that Goodcity 
is a faith based organization, which is another reason 
for its success. Goodcity’s core values—Human 
Potential, Community Partnership, Sustainability, 
Accountability— are based on the Gospel message 
of Jesus Christ.

Goodcity’s previous success doesn’t mean that 
more assistance isn’t needed. “We need volunteers,” 
said Ivers. “We need people to help volunteer 
with the programs in different ways. We certainly 
need donors. We certainly are always looking for 
new potential board members. And we’re open to 
programs that are going to have a huge impact on 
the city.”

One of the organization’s up-and-coming events 
is the Spring Gala, where its members are presenting 
the Dr. William H. Leslie Urban Pastor Award and 
the AL Ward Angel Volunteer Award. Those who 
are interested in volunteering for Goodcity can call 
(773) 473-4790. For more information about the 
Gala, visit www.goodcitychicago.org/getinvolved/
gala.

Goodcity from front page

Practice is hard, and 
they also expect you to 
get the work done in the 
classroom. It’s not an easy 
road for a young man to 
travel, but Akui thinks the 
experience is preparing 
him to succeed at the nest 
level.

“Every one of my 
coaches gives me a 
chance to succeed,” said 
Akui. “ In football coach 
Kuska pushed me from 
day one, so I’ll have now 
excuses when I leave 
here. And coach Manzella 
(wrestling) taught me 
not to just depend on my 
abilities to get me through, 
and that you need a tough 
work ethic.”

Akui is using his raw 
talent and acquired work 
ethic to keep moving 
forward as a student/
athlete, and not fall victim to the pitfalls that have 
derailed so many in the Austin community

“A lot of people make bad decisions that can 
affect the rest of their life. I feel like I’ve got to be 
smart and keep myself around the people who’ve 
helped me get to where I’m at. I’ve got to be humble 
and keep my mind on one goal and I’ll do anything 
to get to it,” Akui said 

“When I walk around the community I think 
about how it can always be worse. I feel blessed and 
I try to make the right decisions, but I’m far from 
perfect,” he said. “I just want to take advantage of 
all the opportunities I have here at St. Rita and the 
athletic ability God has given me.”

“Being self motivated is the main thing. I’m self 
motivated to be an NFL football player - that’s what 
I dream about.”

Akui from front 
page
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AFTER. LIFE (**1/2) Most of us already 
have an eerie preconceive notion about funeral 
directors that seems to be well embodied  in this 
psychological thriller through the solemn yet 
philosophical performance from Liam Neeson 
who plays Eliot Deacon, a small town funeral 
home director with what hew claims is a gift to 
communicate with the dead who think they are 
still alive.

This might makes us wonder are people fully 
dead by their appearance. Are they still alive 
on the inside? Or are they helped through the 
medical injections administrated by the director‘s 
preparations prior to the funeral and burial to 
reach their “final” transition.

In other words, is dead really dead? Or are 
we helped toward death when we are still faintly 
alive?

“After. Life” is a creepy little movie that 
plays upon these and other thoughts and strange 
possibilities. 

In an unstable relationship that both young 
couple could be at fault. The emphasis seems 
to fall more on Anna (Christina Ricci) as a 
schoolteacher who seems cold and distance in 
bed to finding themselves in arguments away 

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

from the bed with her possible fiancé. Paul 
(Justin Long), a tax consultant who struggles 
with clients to be practical with their refunds

Soon after, Anna (Christina Ricci) is killed 
in a car accident after becoming upset over an 
argument with Paul (Justin Long) who has just 
been promoted to the Chicago office. 

On the operating room inside the basement 
of the funeral home. Oddly enough, Anna is 
fighting harder to be alive in her death than she 
was in her life. Only the funeral director, Eliot 
Deacon (Liam Neeson) can hear her and see her 
movements trying to find a way to escape.

Deacon offers some insightful dialogue (and 
some accidental humor in his comments) that 
moves the story line. When Deacon tells Anna 
she is like all the other dead people who have 
power over the living.  It’s because Anna refuses 
to rest in her death. She shouts for Paul who 
faintly hears a voice and later thinks it was her 
trying to phone him.

The film also has a fifth wheel in the presence 
of one of Anna’s  students, Jack Coleman 
(Chandler Cantebury), a precocious 11yr old 
whose infatuated by his teacher – in life and death 
and seems to have glimpses of the same “gift”  

that  Deacon takes interest to be 
his mentor into the funeral biz.

’After.Life” settles into a 
battle of wills and wit with Anna 
trying to escape to prove she is 
alive or be seen moving beyond 
the funeral director‘s knowledge 
who smoothly confines her 
attempts from his funeral 
procedure and philosophy 
toward the dead.

 But when the child sees his 
former teacher in the image of 
a store mannequin that he gets 
slapped for telling Paul he saw 
her that gets him mistaken that 
she’s still alive somehow. When he visits the 
school and her classroom to pack up her things. 

 And earlier after being denied to the view 
the unprepared body by the funeral director, 
Paul wanders over to the police station inside the 
impound area to sit behind the wrecked car.

However, when Paul attends the funeral 
service to view Anna’s open casket and kisses her. 
Paul thinks he notices a slight facial movement 
that makes him go after the director whom he 

feels knows something.
The same notion of a more sinister plot is felt 

by the moviegoer, when a cop visits the funeral 
home to view his brother’s body. While talking 
with the director about improving his facial 
smile; the cop might have noticed a slight head 
movement from Anna on the operating table 
across the room

 Without tipping off the film’s apt ending; the 
film leads into a race against time for Paul driving 
to the cemetery and who literally goes after the 

Tina Fey and Steve Carrell in Date Night

See Flicks page 7

woman he loves (and gasping for air!) who never knew 
the love she had in life that she finally gets in death.

But “After.Life” is not meant to be a love story; it’s 
about life over death. The movie raises a lot of moral 
questions to how much dead is being dead. Its might 
raise some thought. But like this film, it doesn’t change 
much of anything in the final outcome. Only a cinematic 
exercise to tease one’s mind on the possibilities

R; 106min. An Anchor Bay Film Release – Presented 
at selected theaters

DATE NIGHT (**1/2)
A quickie comedy that almost succeeds in its hilarity 

due in part because of the screen chemistry and the 
comedic ad lib skills of Steve Carrell and Tina Fey who 
help punch up the sagging areas of this script. While 
comic director Shawn levy (Night at the Museum”) 
manages to keep the proceedings from not overstaying 
its time.

 Steve Carrell and Tina Fey portrays Phil and Claire 
Foster, a bored, suburban married couple from New 
Jersey who stuck in a rut from their respective jobs at 
a tax consultant and realtor to their daily home routine 
with their kids along with their lack of sex in bed and 
their dinner out together that involves making fun of 
other patrons to amuse themselves the streak house.

All of this makes the couple too tired for sex in 
their bed. But Phil and Claire attend a neighbors’ house 
gathering where they individually hear the confessions 
from Haley and Brad Sullivan (Kristen Wiig and Mark 
Ruffalo) who announce their divorce.

Claire and Phil seek to rekindle their passion with 
a special night out in Manhattan at a trendy restaurant. 
But when they can’t get into the crowded ritzy eatery; 
in a moment of unusual spontaneity make this a special 
night. Phil and Claire get most than they bargained. 

When they assume the identity of another couple’s 
reservation that brings out the attention of two men 
(Common and Jimmi Simmons) who are working for 
a known mob figure (Ray Liotta) seeking to retrieve 
a stolen flash drive that includes some incriminating 
photos a crime crusading district attorney (William 
Fichtner) enjoying kinky sex at mobster’s private club.

Phil and Claire manage to escapes from the two men 
in a boat house in Central Park. But they manage to 
reach a nearby police station to report their nightmare to 
Detective Arroyo (Tarji P. Henson). Where they discover 
the same two men chasing them are really cops.

So they abruptly leave the station and the chase is 
on. First, the couple breaks into a business office to gain 
accent to the address of former realtor client, Holbrooke 
(Mark Wahlberg), a shirtless ex government, hi-tech 
specialist the couple keeps interrupting during his 
bedroom activity with a non-English sexpot. 

Through their escapades and encounter that avoids 
being a joke after joke incident  with punch lines like 
Neil Simon’s “The Out of Towners”, Phil is  trying to 
prove to himself and his wife that he can execute an idea 
or plan to its favorable conclusion that mainly leads into 
more mishaps until the finale.

Meanwhile, Phil and Claire track down the real couple 
whom they stole their fake name from the restaurant 
(“Tripplehorn” as in the actress Jean Tripplehorn, a 
running gag). Taste (James Franco) realizes what Phil 
and Claire has done jeopardizes their welfare. 

So Taste and his lady pack up and leave the flash drive 
with Phil and Claire who in turn, conjures a scheme with 
Holbrooke contacting the police. 

While Claire and Phil pose as a hooker and her pimp 

On Thursday, March 25, 2010 @ 
6:00P which was a cold, windy +20 degree 
day, the North Lawndale Community News 
(NLCN) attended a very, very interesting 
community information meeting which was 
held at the Mt. Sinai Hospital, California 
& Ogden Avenues in the hospital’s Glasser 
Auditorium. Whose stated agenda purpose 
was to inform community residents about 
Mt. Sinai proposed six year (2008-2014): 
Community Redevelopment Project; that was 
hosted by Ed Smith-Democratic Alderman 
and Committeeman of the 28th Ward.

Agenda items were:
• Introduction    
• Welcome         
• Opening           
• Health Care Project Overview
• Housing Development Overview  
• Questions
• Closing
Our meeting started at 6:00Pand was 

over at its scheduled time of: 8:00P.
Introduction was done by Mr. Jesse 

Green-Project Director-Sinai Health System 
which makes him chiefly responsible for the 
hospital projects which will involve rehab, 
modernization, and construction of existing 
facilities. 

Welcome was done by Mr. Alan 
Channing-President & CEO, Sinai Health 
System

Opening was done by Alderman Ed 
Smith, Alderman 28th Ward Alderman & 
Committeeman

Health Care Project Overview was 
done by Jim Bicak and Jesse Green

Housing Development Overview was 
done by Peter Levavi, Brinshore Michaels 
Development

Questions
Closing was done by Alderman Ed 

Smith
Discussed were the following:
Planning for the Community 

Redevelopment Project at Mt. Sinai Hospital 
has been going on for the past two (2) years 
(2008-2010).  The Health Care project at 
Sinai will include a New Ambulatory (able to 
walk) Care Center facility, and, Renovation 
and Modernization to existing buildings. 
In the near future Mt. Sinai Hospital plans 
are to build a replacement hospital on the 
north side of Ogden.  However, this will 
require additional funding beyond what is 
currently available and, therefore, this is not 
part of the current project.   The Housing 
Development part of the project will include 
construction of new housing units in the 

MT. SINAI COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT Part 1

Abu Nurruddin 
community to be called the: PARK DOUGLAS 
DEVELOPMENT.  This development will have 
scheduled mixed income portions of:     New 
Construction that will include rental and for sale 
units; 1/3 will be public housing, 1/3 affordable, 
and the remaining 1/3 will be market rate. There 
will be also a Condominium part that will be on-
going for the next four (4) years (2010-2014) 
in an effort led by the Brinshore-Michaels 
Development partnership. Other partners are: 
Chicago Housing Authority (CHA), City of 
Chicago, and Sinai Health System.  There is a 
scheduled Movie Production Studio and live 
theatre for the surrounding area which is not part 
of the Community Redevelopment Project.

Visionaries for this project beyond a 
doubt are: Alan Channing, President/CEO 
Sinai Health System and Alderman Ed Smith-
28th Ward Alderman and Committeeman.

Mt. Sinai has a sentimental meaning to 
this writer as this was the hospital that both 
my oldest daughter ‘Angela’ in 1965 and my 
youngest grandson ‘Jeffrey’ in 2010 were both 
born at Mt. Sinai Hospital.

Mt. Sinai Hospital is 90 years old, which 
speaks to the hospitals commitment to the 
community and reason why a “new” Mt. Sinai 
is needed!

The cost of a new Ambulatory Care 
Center building and the modernization at the 
hospital will be over $240 million dollars.  
Mt. Sinai is willing to face up to the “major 
challenges” in front of itself concerning:

1. The Renovation of its present 
facilities, and

2.  At the same time have community 
participation from the beginning to the end 
of this project. The budget for the project is 
between $240-$250 million dollars. Currently 

the thinking is that about half of the 
budget will be needed for a new 
Ambulatory Care Center on the north 
side of Ogden, and the other half of the 
budget will be used on the south side 
of Ogden for construction of new in-
patient space and for modernization and 
renovation of the existing buildings.

Some of the major issues 
confronting Mt. Sinai and its Renovation 
Plans are: 

• Infrastructure Development,
• More private beds, and 
• More efficient health care 

facility usage. 
 Presently we do not know the 

number of jobs that will be generated 
by the construction work or the number 
of jobs that may be added at Sinai as a 
result of the project.  The project team 
at Mt. Sinai will be working on these 
issues over the next six (6) months as 
planning part of the work is finishing 
and the building design begins

Committed partners on board 
with these projects are: 

• MAYOR RICHARD M. 
DALEY

• ED SMITH, 28th 
WARD ALDERMAN and 
COMMITTEEMAN

• SINAI HEALTH SYSTEM
• BRINSHORE-MICHAEL S 

DEVELOPMENT 
• CITY of CHICAGO’S 

DEPARTMENT of PLANNING and 
COMMUNITY DEVLEOPMENT 

• CHICAGO HOUSING 
AUTHORITY
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Perhaps it is poetic justice that Easter Sunday 
(April 4) of 2010, which celebrates the Christian 
belief in the resurrection of Christ from the grave, 
may best be remembered as the day Christianity 
began its own burial beneath the sex scandal and 
corruption of the Roman Catholic Church.

For although the widening crisis of sex 
abusing priests and the church leaders who 
shielded them may seem like mere “petty 
gossip” to Cardinal Angelo Sodano and the 
other Catholic leaders who are trying to defend 
the indefensible in backing Pope Benedict XVI 
over abused children, believe me, there’s going 
to be hell to pay for their filthy arrogance and 
insolence. It is perfectly clear these men have 
absolutely no righteousness, piety or honor in 
them. These devils shame Jesus, God and all 
who have believed the lies they have been telling 
us for more than 2,000 years.

That they would choose Easter Sunday to 
belittle and sacrifice the needs and concerns of 
little children on the altar of protecting the Pope 
has forever yoked a millstone around the neck of 
their church. And it would be better now if the 
church and the lot of them were cast into the sea 
of blasphemous irrelevance that was reserved 
for them all when the first so-called Christians 
thought enough of themselves to deign some 
men more holy to God than any other sinner.

The idea of a Pope has always been a lie 
and an affront to Christ’s teachings, and the sex 
abuse scandal has finally brought that lie out into 
the open.

And that the sordidness of the Cardinals’ 
rebuke to victims of the church’s pedophiles 
would happen on Christendom’s holiest 
day merely cements the significance of the 
monumental error these old men have made in 
thinking what they are doing could be in any way 
be justified by any law—God’s or man’s.

It is also apt symbolism that this fateful 
Easter--which effectively ends the delusion of 
holding any man holier than any other-- falls on 
the 42nd anniversary of the death of America’s 
great dreamer.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. lost his life 
believing he was leading blacks to a better day 
in this country. And like Christ, his followers 
who survived him merely used his martyrdom to 
build a lucrative lifestyles for themselves as they 
peddled the illusion of fighting the righteous 
fight for civil rights. Four decades later, even 
with a black man in the White House, black 
communities remain mired in a poverty of spirit 
that dwarfs their economic poverty. They, too, 
were sold a false hope for a better life that led 
only to good livings for the hustlers profiting off 
their own people’s misery.

I honestly cannot say exactly where I was 
in my small hometown of Shaw, Mississippi 
that Thursday on April 4, 1968, when I learned 
that Martin Luther King Jr. had been shot down 
in Memphis, Tenn., 104 miles to the North on 
Highway 61.

I probably didn’t officially learn of it until I 
went to school the next day. That’s because back 
then, a little black boy living in a small wooden 
house among a bevy of Bolivar County cotton 
fields in the heart of the Mississippi Delta didn’t 
spend much time contemplating the goings on 
in places that seemed in those days to be worlds 
away.

Anyway, I thought of my childhood during 
that April in ’68, this Easter because it coincided 
with the day of Dr. King’s death. A lot was lost 
by black people that day, but much more was lost 
in the four decades since.

Because the memory of King spurred the 
politics that produced the self-serving civil 
rights industry that led black people into the 
trap of dependency upon others to give us what 
we should properly have recognized as our 
own responsibility to achieve for ourselves. 
Dependency breeds apathy, fear and insecurity. 
Add laws, systems and policies that tracks 
black males to prison from the cradle as black 
leaders strive to appeal to “all Americans” while 
neglecting their own people’s real needs, and 

LANE CHANGE: Notion of an Infallible Pope, 
Like Post-racial America, a Dead Dream

A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE -the1tlane@yahoo.com

you have today’s black world of street gang violence, hopelessness and 
powerlessness.

Today, we are integrated. But we have nothing in our communities to 
be proud of to ourselves because we looked to others to provide us the 
pride and self-esteem as a people that we have yet to accord our own 
selves. 

We are a people without real voices.
Much like the little children who were abused by priests have been 

until this Easter. 
For no better case for their cause could have been made than the 

one Cardinal Sodano and his fellow abusers constructed by their 
sanctimonious defense of their rotten corruption on this most holy day to 
believers around the world.

With it they have revealed the true nature of the God they worship—a 
God of compassionless power and pitiful false piety.

And by the time the 2010 federal mid-term and 2012 presidential 
elections are done with, I do believe neither black nor white Americans 
will be able to hide behind the illusion of a post racial America any 
longer.

Perhaps, then we can all begin the real work toward the true realization 
of that day without hamstringing ourselves with the lies.
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Accepting Children
from 6weeks - 12yrs of Age

Creative Curriculm

Arts & Crafts Classes

noRth lAwnDAle 
insuRAnce AGency

Specialize in SR 22
northlawndaleinsurance@gmail.com

JAsmine R. linDsAy

AGent

woRk: 773-530-2624

Cell: 773-396-4380
Fax: 773-289-0747

    3708 W. Roosevelt
    2nd Fl Suite F
    Chicago, IL 60624

Help Your Local 
Newspaper

Vo l u n t e e e r s 
Needed

Call 
312-492-9090

For More
Information

M O V E -  I N 
S P E C I A L

ONE MONTH FREE RENT
Limited Time Offer

 

AlbAny teRRAce APARtments

“QuAlity senioR livinG”
3030 w. 21st PlAce

chicAGo, il 60623
773-522-4298

Amenities Includes:
Completely Remodeled Units 

include Stove/Refrigerator

Affordable/Subsided Housing 
(Ages 62 yrs and up)

On Site Resident Service 
Coordinator

On Site Maintenance

Heat and A/C included

And Much More........
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The	North	Lawndale	Community	News’

CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

CHICAGO WESTSIDE HOMAN 
SQUARE APTS. WAITING LIST OPEN 
2br $880-3br$980 Tenant pays light &  gas. 
Section 8 Welcome, Pick up application at 
3607 W. Polk. Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 Sat 9:30-
12:30 pm 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 2118 S. 
Keeler Nwly Rehabbed 2 BR Apts. $700-
750 mo + sec, Sec.8, utilities not incl. 312-
925-3164
APARTMENT FOR RENT 1917 S. 
Christiana. Deluxe 2BR one BA apt. cute 
blk near police station & Pink Line Kedzie 
stop. Greystone 2-flat, quiet bldg. Gut 
rehabbed in 2006. Newly painted, hdwd 
flrs, dishwasher, laundry in unit.  No 
smokers, no pets, $850 + sec. + utilities. 
Call  773/620-4986
1807 S. ST. LOUIS.  Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units 
starting at $725 /+1 month security. Call 
(773)960-3817
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in 
nice quiet building. Hardwood floors. $750 
monthly. Ave. Westside location. Contact 
Mr. Johnson at 708 837-8684
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS 
in nice quiet building. 13th & Troy. $800 
monthly. No Credit Check. One  Month 
rent and One Month Security Upon Move-
In. Third Floor Apt. Call 773 522-3409 or 
773 419-3892 for a Showing.
APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 per 
month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-1730

FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 
2006 S. Pulaski $350/
month. utilities included. 
Men Preferred. (773) 
557-9421

ROOMS 
FOR 

RENT

Drawing & Painting PAID 
apprenticeships for Youth at URBAN 
ART RETREAT 1957 S. Spaulding 
Ave. corner of 21st begins March 15, 
2010. The art class series will be 3 
hours a day for 3 days a week for 10 
weeks. Call 773-542-9126 or email  
sophiabella@sbcglobal.netfor an 
interview during February. Program is 
funded by After School Matters.

PAID 
APPRENTICESHIPS

HELP WANTED
A1 Garfield Extermination Must have 
office experience 45 words per minute, 
typing test given, drug test, background 
check/no felons, salary nego., day time 
hours nego., need ASAP Contact Garfield 
Major at 773-638-8462

SECTION 8 WELCOME:  Available 
immediately, Gut Rehab,  Two and Four 
bedroom apartments for Rent in lovely 3 
flat. Washer and Dryer Hook-up, Hardwood 
Floors, balcony. 3100 West 1300 South Call 
Mr. Becker at  815-793-0726

HARRIS BROTHER’S
APPLIANCE REPAIR

* Stoves * Refridgerators  *
* Washer * Dryer *

(773) 368-5457 
Ask for Chilly

Apts Available 4000 West, 1600 South,  
2-bdrm on 2nd floor, 1-bdrm on 3rd Floor, 
Large Rooms, Hardwood floors, Sec 8 
accepted.  773 521-5544 call up to 5:00pm 

Graduating Class of Pope Elementary 
School 1976-1979
We Are Organizing a

FRIENDS FOR LIFE REUNION
Interetsed Parties Contact:

Eva Silas - silas3074@comcast.net
Katrina Bell - banirt@sbcglobal.net

or Rufus “Peanut” Pickensrufus8515@gmail.com
or call Eva at (773) 416-6507

who infiltrate the mobster’s private club when 
the couple submit to pole-dancing where the 
DA is holding court with a bevy of beauties 
that leads to the rooftop confrontation where 
the DA learns he’s being black mailed by those 
flash drive photos wanted  by the mobster..

 Of course, its typical far fetched 
Hollywood shenanigans, but it’s still funny 

Flicks from page 4 and fun to watch because of Carrell 
and Fey who put their comedic skills 
through a leap of faith for this story 
premise that they often improve on 
by their ad lib one liners and amusing 
repartee that makes this “date night” 
not memorable but entertaining fun. 

PG-12; 88min. A 20th Century 
Fox Pictures Release – Presented at 
selected theaters    

C l a s s i f i e d 
Ads
$20
Call 

312-492-9090
For More

Information
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21�8	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122
10


