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Underprivileged people and 
organizations in Chicago have 
their own version of Home 
Depot. World Vision, a Christian 
humanitarian organization 
dedicated to confronting the causes 
of poverty and injustice throughout 
the world, gives these unfortunate 
groups the opportunity to construct 
or renovate their buildings—and 
their lives.

Using donations from its 
partners, The World Vision 
Storehouse serves individuals 
with low-income and various 
organizations with school and 

World Vision Provides Home Improvement Parts 
to People Who Need it Most

Nicholas Short 

office supplies, medical supplies 
and health care items, and building 
materials. 

Located on 5001 West Harrison 
Street, the storehouse offers 
supplies for impoverished people. 
And the supplies are always new 
and in great shape, said Michael 
Smart, General Manager of 
the storehouse. The donations, 
passed to the store by partners 
like HD Supply, are unused and 
efficient. “The products are very 
dependable,” Smart said.

The storehouse’s customers, 
consisting of such members as 

homeowners and church groups, 
can obtain such goods as home 
improvement parts, hygiene 
products, and book bags for 
children.  And with new supplies 
coming in once or twice a week, 
according to Smart, customers 
have a chance to get what they 
need to conduct essential repairs 
for their homes and churches. 

But, seeing at how a typical day 
for the storehouse staff consists of 
about 75 to 100 members walking 
around the store looking for parts, 
the store might not always have 
the right supplies for them right 
away. “We do try to give them 
some kind of explanation of when 
the product might be coming in if 
we will get it at all,” said Smart. 
Staff members sometimes have 
to assure customers that, if they 
don’t have it now, it is possible 
that one of their donors might 
donate somewhere down the line 
in a week—or maybe a month. (In 
addition to the people that come in 
the store daily 250 organizations 
come in every other month.)

World Vision does what it 
can to provide as much help to 
the less fortunate as possible. Its 

website (worldvisionusprograms.
org) states the objectives of the 
storehouse:

•	Provide 26,000 children and 
15,0000 adults with essential 
supplies through World Vision’s 
Storehouse

•	Provide 560 faith-based and 
other community organizations 
with supplies to help families in 
need. Provide 1,800 teachers at 
90 schools with school supplies, 
educational materials, and 
incentives to

•	Promote a better learning 
environment for 45,000 students 
in need.

•	Provide 5,300 children and 
2,600 adults with improved 
housing through donated building 
materials. Ensure the Storehouse 
has pre-positioned disaster 
response materials available.

The website even tells a story 
about what the storehouse can do 
for others. It involved Alexander 
Graham Bell Elementary School, 
a K-8 school in Chicago who once 
had a problem—one of the boys’ 
bathrooms has not had a sink for 
12 years:

See Vision page 5

cOncerns InvOlvInG spreAdInG tHe WOrd 
AbOut publIc events rAIsed durInG 

cApItAl budGet publIc HeArInG 
Nicholas Short

Members of the City of Chicago were 
not planning to conduct a question and 
answer portion of the public hearings so 
early. But since only one person stepped 
up to the podium at the 10th District 
Police Station to speak her mind about 
the city’s capital budget, they did so 
anyway.

The hearing, held on April 27, was the 
first in a series of hearings organized by 
the City of Chicago involving the 2010-
2014 Capital Improvement Program—a 
five-year plan that addresses the city’s 
neighborhood infrastructure needs. The 
series of hearings were created to give 
the people of Chicago an opportunity 
to give their opinions and suggestions 
about the budget to city officials. They 
had a chance confront the officials on 
such issues as lighting, street resurfacing, 
and city facilities. 

No one but Valerie Leonard, however, 
stood in front of the small crowd 
of attendees to present her input. A 
consultant for a non-profit organization 
and a member of the Lawndale Alliance, 

Leonard addressed such issues as the lack of 
job opportunities for the people of North 
Lawndale. She revealed data—from the 
U.S. Census Bureau—that stated that the 
unemployment rate in the area was around 
25% in 2005 and has most likely reached 
40%-50% today. 

City officials made up for the lack of 
people testifying by providing answers to 
any inquiries that the audience, several of 
which were neighborhood residents, may 
have. Director of Capital Projects Beth 
O’Reilly, the moderator of the hearing, 
answered as many inquiries as possible with 
assistance from representatives from such 
departments as transportation, water, and 
the Public Building Commission. Attendees 
asked questions involved concerns about 
construction projects, city policies, and other 
issues. 

One topic that was constantly brought up 
by people in the audience was the effort made 
by the City of Chicago to inform its people 
about the hearings. Some of them commented 
that they did not receive information about 

See Hearing page 5

Midwest TIF Gets a 
$32 Million Raise

Valerie F. Leonard

The City Council approved an 
ordinance on April 14, 2010 to increase 
the redevelopment budget for the 
Midwest TIF district from $100,500,000 
to $132,865,000.  This represents a 32% 
increase from the district’s original 
budget.  The City of Chicago’s Projected 
TIF Balances Report 2009-2011 indicates 
that the Midwest TIF is projected to have 
a cash deficit of                  -$6,842,003 
at the end of 2010 if every project on 
the schedule is implememented, and 
projected 2010 incremental tax revenues 
of $13,000,000 materialize.  The projected 
deficit is expected to grow to -$7,213,492 
by the end of 2011.

While the total budget for the Midwest 
TIF was increased 32%, the line items that 
received the greatest percentage increases 
include Day Care (95%), Financing/
Interest Subsidy (95%) and Relocation 
Expenses (56%).  The Relocation Expenses 
line covers the City’s costs for relocating 
businesses and residents displaced by the 
implementation of the TIF.

The $32 million raise for the Midwest 
TIF comes at a time when the City is 

See TIF page 7
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The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
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readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
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now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.

When the North Lawndale Community News began in 
October of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 

In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.

In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.

In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a 
community, we are dominated by results of low educational 
levels, high unemployment, a hostile economic environ-
ment, and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we 
pushed forward to improve life in our community on many 
levels and by many people from within the community, as 
well as concerned people from outside the community.

In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.

In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.

In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.

In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.

In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.

In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.

In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on 
our previous years of focus, as we progress to a better qual-
ity of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale Community News

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time 6:00pm

Date: May 20, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
For More Information Call

312-492-9090

ADVERTISE IN 
THE NORTH 
LAWNDALE 

COMMUNITY 
NEWS FOR 

RATES CALL
312-492-9090



April	29	-	May	5,	2010									The	North	Lawndale	Community	News						 Page	�

I recall many years ago, during my two 
tours as a United States Marine, that one 
of my platoon sergeant’s most repeated 
statements was something about crap 
flowing downhill. A general decides, and 
a private kills or dies.

Thus, is it in America in general and 
in black America particularly. Violence 
is the crap that has flowed downhill all 
over this country since its founding. 
Violence continues to flow today, and as 
back then, black folks are at the bottom. 
Thus, it should surprise no one that our 
communities are awash in the sewage of 
violence that claims the lives of so many 
of our young.

And while we scratch our collective 
heads bald trying to conjure up solutions 
to the problem, we neglect this important 
fact in that effort.

So let’s get this straight: The violence in 
black America that has people calling for 
the National Guard in Chicago is simply 
the fruit of the seeds of violence that are at 
the root of what America is about. 

When black folk understand that simple 
truth, it should be just as simply deduced 
by them that if we are to reduce or even 
remove violence as a primary element of 
our community, we must first collectively 
excise the characteristics of Americanism 
programmed into our culture by a nation 
that readily relies on violence as a primary 
tool of the ways and means it employs to 
achieve its goals.

 In other words, black people 
cannot afford to emulate the culture and 
mores of a society that exist at it present 
state of dominance only because our 
nation’s history has proven it to be better 
at creating and delivering violence than 
any other state on the planet. The United 
States remains the world’s superpower 
only because we have the best and most 
weapons, and we have shown throughout 
our history no qualms about using them, 
for good reason or not.

We also dwell in a country that despite 
its lofty name, systematically divides its 
people along a host of artificial boundaries 
in order to foster the climate of conflict 
and contention necessary in a capitalist 
culture to nurture corporate growth and 
create business markets for a consumer 
economy that thrives only on the treadmill 
of a win-loss dichotomy.

Where there should simply be united 
American citizens, we have blacks, whites, 
Jews, Christians, Catholics Protestants, 
Baptists and Methodists, Southerners and 
Northerners. We are further stratified as 
generation this and generation that and 
our families are diversified as the young, 
the old, male, female, and each division 
represents a market target.

Simply put, we are at the mercy of the 
capitalists and until we hold those who 
capitalize on the violence we live with 
ultimately responsible for its presence 
in our neighborhoods, we will continue 
to have meetings and marches as these 
things, too, become more profitable 
market opportunities.

So the beast of violence we truly battle 
in black communities throughout Chicago 
and all over America is ourselves. 

Because having suffered the worst of 

LANE CHANGE: If We  
Assume Our Responsibility, We 
Will Have Solution to Violence

A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE - the1tlane@yahoo.com

our country’s documented violent rampage 
through its history and ours, black folk 
still struggle in an absurd effort to fully 
embrace violent American values as an 
answer to our own legitimate fears and 
desires for security and prosperity. And 
paradoxically, we used nonviolence as 
our tool to gain full entrance into the most 
violent culture on Earth. Then we wonder 
why we are killing each other in our daily 
quest of the American Dream and the “get 
mine” mentality that accompanies that 
fictional pursuit.

And the same black civil rights hustlers 
who have personally prospered since the 
marching and sitting-in days of the 60’s, 
are now the same self-serving political 
leaders and “concerned” black “elite” who 
are these days are finally saying we should 
do more to solve our own problems within 
our communities and we should expect 
less of government and accept more of the 
responsibility for fixing our communities 
ourselves. 

Still, they simultaneously tout their 
ability to deliver “needed resources” to us 
in a shameful effort to retain our trust and 
confidence in their failed leadership.

They now fully realize that in our quest 
to emulate the majority culture that has 
done us such profound historical violence, 
we have abandoned our black children 
as the embodiment and future of our 
hopes and aspirations for a better black 
experience in America. 

Instead, in our pursuit of the 
materialism that makes America America, 
our children have become little more than 
expenses to us or display confirmations 
of our consumption ability rather than the 
precious spiritual assets black parents saw 
them as in the midst of our people’s overt 
suffering all over this country a scant few 
decades ago.

And in relegating them to alienated 
objects instead of cherishing them as 
the gifts to a better day they should be, 
we devalued our youth and permitted 
the neglect and exploitation of them by 
embarking on a culture of selfish gain 
that confine black children to the perverse 
and overwhelming fear and insecurity at 
the bottom of the bottom in this violence-
flooded city and country.

Just beneath black men.
Believe me, our black leaders know 

this. They know we lost our way from 
God’s grace when we gained our 
deliverance only to embrace the ways 
of our oppressors. They know our only 
real hope for a better black America lies 
beyond the real values of greed, violence 
and hypocrisy that created America.

What they should also know is that 
responsibility is a fearsome beast that is 
very easily tamed as long as it remains 
with and is attended to by its rightful 
owner. And as long as we blame or look 
to others for the causes and solutions to 
the violence of our communities that is 
simply the expression product of who we 
wish to be, we will to be consumed by the 
beast, killing and blaming each other in a 
land where avoiding real responsibility is 
an acceptable tool of success.
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COUNSELING
Gangs-Drugs-Addiction

Come See Pastor Grant
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4209 Cermak Rd-(847) 201-8107

Space for Rent-(630) 234-3634
Sanctuary-Banquet Hall-Nursery

Daycare-Camp 

the event until the day before the event took place. City 
officials assured the attendees that the city did mail 
notices to its residents and posted advertisements in 
such newspapers as the Chicago Sun-Times. 

“I was disappointed with the turnout. I thought the 
turnout was extremely low,” said Leonard, who noticed 
that about 10 to 15 residents showed up. She mentioned 
that there was a “glitch” in the mail system, which kept 
some people from receiving information about the 
hearing. One of her neighbors, she said, did not receive 
information about the hearing until a week after the 
hearing was held.

Though she enjoyed the hearing, Leonard believes 
that the city could do a better job in informing its 
residents about the hearings. The city, she said, uses 
the same method in getting the word out about public 
hearings: send public notices and put ads in such 
publications as the Sun-Times and the Chicago Tribune. 
She believes that they should do more. 

They must go down to the communities, especially 
minority neighborhoods who do not read the Tribune or 
the Sun-Times. Better ads in the newspaper would also 
help. “If you are going to do an ad, I think it needs to 
be an advertisement like a Macy’s would do, towards 
the front of the newspaper versus the legal section,” she 
said.

Leonard also wishes that more people of Chicago 
do more than read newspapers to stay informed on city 
issues. People should also go on online or to public 
libraries to study city documents and data.  

She explains that the information that the city presents 
to its residents may sometimes steer more towards the 
city’s interests. “Sometimes the city interests and the 
interests of local residents may conflict,” she said. For 
those who are not able to comprehend that information, 
she advises them to “read them over and over again” 
and ask people who may understand for help.

Other hearings were held on April 29 at the Woodson 
Regional Library, May 4 at the Southwest Regional 
Center, and May 6 at the 16th District Police Station. 
A draft of the Capital Improvement Program can be 
reviewed online at www.cityofchicago.org/budget. A 
printed copy of the draft is also available at the City 
Clerk’s Office.

Hearing from front page
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grappling with ways to fund $25.4 billion in 
pension liabilities. As it stands, the City only 
has 43 cents  in the bank for every dollar 
they could owe in retirement benefits for its 
employees. The Commission to Strengthen 
Chicago’s Pension Funds released a report 
on April 30, 2010 indicating that the City 
would have to increase its current pension 
contribution by $710,000,000 per year 
and gain an average return of 8% per year 
over the next 50 years to bring the funded 
pension liability to 90%. Unfortunately, the 
City doesn’t have 50 years and will probably 
raise property taxes to offset some of the  
shortfall.  This will come on the heels of a 
record property tax increase in 2009—with 
communities  like North Lawndale and West 
Garfield Park bearing the brunt.  The City 
closed a $550 million deficit and avoided 
property tax increases for 2010 with service 
cuts, layoffs, furloughs and proceeds from 
the sale of parking meters.

The new Midwest TIF budget provides a 
40% increase in the Job Training, Training 
and Welfare to Work line, from $5,000,000 
to $7,000,000.  It should be noted that 
Midwest TIF reports indicate that funds 
from the Midwest TIF have been allocated 
for job training over the years.  However, 
the City has not produced any evidence that 
North Lawndale residents have been hired 
or received any job training as a result of the 
TIF program.  

A number of TIF-funded projects in the 
Midwest TIF have or will receive HUD 
funding.  HUD Section 3 requires developers 
receiving HUD funding to make their best 
efforts to hire low income residents within 
the impacted communities.  Unfortunately, 
the City’s TIF reports don’t track the number 
of low income residents hired through TIF 
funds that are leveraged with HUD funds.  

If ever there was a time for the City to 
use TIF funds for job training for North 
Lawndale residents, the time is  now. North 
Lawndale’s unemployment rate was 11% 
in 2000 (US Census Bureau), while the 
unemployment rate for the country was 
4.5% (US Dept. of Labor).  The  national 
unemployment rate was 10.2% on March 31, 
2010 (US Dept. of Labor). If the relationship 
between  the national unemployment rate 
and North Lawndale’s employment rate is 
the same as it was in 2000, I would estimate 
that our unemployment rate is approaching 
30%. Struggling schools, high dropout 
rates and a slow economy indicate that the 
unemployment picture will only get worse 
for our community if we don’t take action.

The Midwest TIF redevelopment budget 
does not include any funds for local business 
improvements from the Small Business 
Improvement Fund (SBIF), or funds for 
residents to improve their properties through 
the Neighborhood Improvement Fund 
(NIF).  However, the City makes routine 
deductions from the TIF for these expenses.  
In 2006, the City used $750,000 from the 
Midwest TIF for the $2,250,000 Midwest 
SBIF program and $2,250,000 for the 
$6,750,000 Midwest NIF program.  Taking 
into account the SBIF and NIF programs, 
the true expenditures for the Midwest TIF 
budget are significantly higher than the 
costs outlined in the $132,865,000 budget. 
In order to find the true costs, one would 
need to review the annual TIF financial 
reports for every year going back to 2000, 
when the TIF was created.

These are but a few examples of your 
public dollars at work.  I encourage you to 
visit the City’s website to review the TIF 
reports and redevelopment plans for further 
information.

TIF from front 
page 

Fun and Easy assembly 
work now available.

Wilbert Davis
300 S. Damen Ave. 

Apt. 208
Chicago, IL 60612

(773)
563-0875

WORK-AT-HOME
JOBS AVAILABLE!

More teens are finding it fun to grow fresh fruits 
and vegetables on rooftops, in backyards and vacant 
lots throughout Cook County.  CEDA plans to 
harvest that energy and mobilize a youth movement 
to encourage even more teens and young adults to 
grow local foods as a way to combat childhood 
obesity and lead healthier lives. 

Today, CEDA announced the launch of “My 
Backyard Garden: Keepin’ it Fresh,” a public 
awareness campaign driven by a youth essay 
competition to help educate and encourage more 
teens to participate in urban agriculture. Winners 
of the essay competition will help break ground 
for a new backyard garden that will harvest 
fresh produce for local residents. CEDA enlisted 
the support of The Gary Comer Youth Center, 
True Star Foundation, and Master Gardener 
Mike Nowak, host of the Mike Nowak Show on 
Chicago’s Progressive Talk radio, to collaborate on 
My Backyard Garden.

“CEDA has always advocated the belief that 
healthy living begins with consuming nutritious 
foods,” says CEDA President and CEO Robert L. 
Wharton. “We currently provide food vouchers 
to many of our WIC families to use toward the 
purchase of fresh fruits and vegetables. As an 
organization, we feel strongly about getting teens 
and young adults involved with urban farming so 
they too can eat and live healthy.”

“This might be the most important social 
movement of the 21st Century,” says Mike Nowak. 
“What could be more important to kids than 
learning how to feed themselves properly? People 
all over the country are taking their food security 

into their own hands. This campaign is about as 
grassroots—or ‘lemongrass roots’--as you can 
get.”

The Gary Comer Youth Center, which produces 
more than 1000 pounds of fresh vegetables annually 
atop their rooftop garden, have successfully 
developed programs that give youth hands-on 
experience cultivating everything from mustard 
greens to heirloom tomatoes. More than 85 teens 
are participating this year in the Gary Comer Youth 
Center’s Green Teen program. The focus of the 
program is for teens ages 13 – 18 to explore green 
careers.

“The youth are participating in all aspects of 
growing a wide variety of produce from seed to 
table through the center’s rooftop garden and three 
new community gardens,” says Marjorie Hess, 
garden manager at GCYC. “The Green Teens also 
learn how to prepare healthy meals in the center’s 
culinary program.” 

Many of Illinois’ urban, suburban, and rural 
communities lack nearby access to fresh, healthy 
foods. Residents living in underserved communities 
are commonly faced with limited food choices. Food 
choices that include diets high in calories with fats 
and simple sugars and lower intakes of fruits and 
vegetables are directly linked to obesity.  Illinois 
has the 10th highest percentage of overweight 
youths ages 10-17 in the country, at 34.9 percent, 
according to the most recent data available by the 
National Survey of Children’s Health. 

“Growing food and preparing healthy meals is 
one way to actively involve youth to combat the 

CEDA Launches “My Backyard 
Garden: Keepin’ it Fresh” 

Campaign Aims to Increase Youth Involvement in Urban Farming
The Gary Comer Youth Center, True Star Foundation and WCPT Radio’s Mike 

Nowak Join CEDA to address childhood obesity, healthier living

lIttle vIllAGe receIves An upGrAde, 
cOurtesy Of cIty yeAr, cOmcAst 

cAble, And severAl vOlunteers
Nicholas Short

Hundreds of volunteers were scattered 
throughout the Little Village area on Saturday, 
April 24, to give it a long overdue makeover in 
honor of two special days—held on the same day— 
Global Service Youth Day and Comcast Cares 
Day. Both days share the same purpose: bringing 
people together to make their communities a better 
place to live. 

Volunteers of all ages showed up with buckets 
of paint and cleaning supplies, wearing jeans and 
t-shirts to help in such places as Josefa Ortiz de 
Dominguez Elementary School spruce up shabby 
areas. The school, with its walls, outdoor benches, 
and trash bins covered in graffiti, welcomed 
volunteers from various organizations. 

The volunteers at the school was a small 
portion of the volunteers—a total of about 800 
volunteers—who participated in both events, 
which are both annual community rejuvenation 
campaigns that celebrates the importance of 
helping other communities. Both days were a 
sample of what Comcast and City Year, who work 
together on a year-long basis, do for Chicago’s 
neglected communities. 

Community service organizations and 
companies such as Chevy partnered with Comcast 
Cable and City Year—a non-profit organization 
that gives young people of all backgrounds  
valuable leadership skills by having them serve as 
tutors, mentors, and role models for students—to 
help South Lawndale (a.k.a Little Village) clean 
itself up. Alderman Ricardo Muñoz was among 
the people who showed up to lend their support. 
He greeted the crowd of volunteers and the 
gymnasium of the school with a “Buenos Diaz” as 
they sat in their seats.

Speaking to the crowd about the importance 
of helping others, Muñoz, alderman of the 22nd 
Ward, gave them an example of what happens 
when people in their neighborhood work together. 
“When I graduated from grammar school in 
1979,” he said, “my 8th-grade math class was in 
a hallway. When I became the alderman in 1993, 
that 8th-grade math class was still in a hallway.” 
As a result he and several teachers, activists and 
people from the neighborhood banded together to 
make a change. The combine efforts led to several 
improvements in the neighborhood.

After listening to Muñoz and other supporters 
like Robert Castaneda, executive director of Beyond 
the Ball, the large group of helpers divided into 
teams and went to different sections of the school. 

Several groups were found throughout 
the school’s hallways, giving the walls 
a new paint job. Others stood outside, 
scrubbing graffiti off the schools brick 
walls. Volunteers also walked around 
the campus with trash bags, picking up 
bits of trash off the ground.

Meanwhile, at small plots in Little 
Village areas, volunteers construct 
public green spaces for Enlace’s 
Pocket Parks program. Enlace, an 
organization dedicated to making 
a positive difference in the lives of 
the residents of the Little Village 
Community by fostering a physically 
safe and healthy environment, used 
volunteers to build planter boxes (or 
clusters), construct furniture, laid 
mulch, and cleaned trash.

But the cleanup of Little Village is 
far from over. City Year’s purpose was to provide 
a starting point for organizations like Beyond 
the Ball, an organization whose main goal is to 
empower youth through sports and other programs. 
Castaneda said, “This is one day and it’s one day of 
cleaning and painting. But for the people who live 
in the neighborhood, this is the beginning.”

Both Comcast and City Year take pride in 
their efforts to support Chicago communities. 
Joe Higgins, Senior Manager of Public Affairs 
of Comcast, said that Comcast strongly believes 
in giving back to the people.  “We feel that it’s 
necessary to improve our communities where are 
employees and our customers live and work,” he 
said. Jacob Pactor, Civic Engagement Manager of 
City Year, considers his organization’s efforts to be 
a “win-win” for everyone. “It’s a win for the 17-to-
24-year-olds who give a year of their life to service 
and something that they are passionate about and 
become better people [and] better leaders. 

It’s a win for the city of Chicago because they 
get 125 young people who are dedicated and 
passionate about making their city a better place. 
And it’s a win for Chicago Public School students 
because they get 125 ‘near peer’ role models who 
make a daily difference in their lives.” City Year 
Core Member Irini Gaglos, who helped organize 
the activities, believes that helping others “shows 
the kind of respect that kind of opens the community 
up.” She adds that it is important for people in the 
community to “have each other’s back.”

See Garden page 11
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The book signing of “SPARKS of 
Lyrical Truths IGNITING” was Saturday 
May 1, 2010 at St. Luke C.O.G.I.C.  Bettie 
Grady was on hand to sign her new creation 
…In the beginning…God…created the 
heavens and the earth!   

Well… in the beginning, God knew 
that Bettie Grady would establish her 
beginning…of the creation of the works 
of: ‘SPARKS OF LYRICAL TRUTHS 
IGNITING’! (This Book contains 176 
Gospel Lyrics for Singing!) It is truly a 
God Inspired Work! And God gets all of 
the glory! She is still in awe, of how God 
used her, in this work! This writing is her 
first published work: A Total of Seven 
Collections, which began in September, of 
the Year 2008. Subsequently, God spoke to 
Bettie, and gave her the peace she needed, 
to finish this particular writing, (a few days 
under the span of a year.)  

“It is such a high honor, to have been 
chosen by my Heavenly Father, the Lord 
Jesus, to carry out this, my assignment, 
for His glory, and for the enlargement of 
the Kingdom of God,” she exclaims. This 

Sparks Igniting at the Book Signing

assignment is 
what she loves 
doing! She 
wonders, why 
did not it happen any sooner. Well, for one 
thing, it wasn’t her season to be blessed, in 
this manner. She had not matured enough, 
in Christ. And…God knew, that she would 
not have been ready, to be, the best steward 
for handling His riches. Yes! She would 
not have been the best conduit of God’s 
unlimited resources…that are available…
to His children.

You see, Bettie  loves…jewelry…nice 
clothes and shoes…fine dining…traveling 
five stars, with a plus…riding in nice cars…
hanging out on the ‘Magnificent Mile’ in 
Chicago…being pampered in nice spas…
shopping, shopping, and shopping. She 
love…living the abundant life!

Now I just want to know from you, did 
I miss anything wonderful?  If so, then I 
like that too!

Of course, much of that luxurious 
lifestyle took place during my twenty-three 
years of working on my ‘good job’, (as a 

property manager) in which, the Lord…
opened that door for me, also. As Jesus 
increased in wisdom…in favor with God 
and man, I too increased…being favored 
(with my good job) by God and man. 
HALLELUJAH TO JESUS!

‘SPARKS OF LYRICAL TRUTHS 
IGNITING’

Prior to the year of 1995, the Lord spoke 
through an Elder, to speak the prophetic 
words, (as she was in the prayer line) that she 
was going to be an entrepreneur. The Lord 
did not give him, or her, anything further, as 
to what she would be going forth to do. Well 

guess what? I believed the prophetic word 
of God! I embraced it! I prayed on it…
through the years…while on her good job. 
She would say, “Lord…thank you for  my 
promotion…off of this good job, unto my 
own.” I’m telling you…she prayed…that 
prayer of thanksgiving, through the years…
Her promotion, became reality when her 
good job ended in 2004. Yes, it did! A “new 
song” was born in her spirit!

Along-side of the above prophecy…
her Pastor, Bishop James C. Austin, Sr. 
the Jurisdictional Prelate of 5th Illinois 
Jurisdiction – East, of the Church of God 
in Christ, also had prophesied, many, many, 
many years ago, that the Lord was going 
to ‘raise up, people from among us (his 
congregation, that is) to bless us’! She 
got the message then! …And she got the 
message now! – GLORY TO JESUS! – I’m 
raised up, to “Be” a blessing! –  Lord use 
me!   

I have to hang here just a little bit…as 
I talk about the Originator, the Creator and 
the Maker of ‘SPARKS OF LYRICAL 
TRUTHS INITING’ He is my Lord…
my Savior…my Master…my King…
my Protector…He is my Father…my 
Daddy… my Papa…the love of my life…
He is my Everything… who Provides for 
me…and Hears me Always! This! Is the 
Same Jesus…who Died for my sins and 
the sins, of the whole world!  

www.bettiegrady.com
w w w .

SparksOfLyricalTruthsIgniting.com 
 p.s. The book can be purchased 

directly at www.Amazon.com  (there’s a 
link from her website)

For direct large book orders of ten 
(10) or more (made through Bettie Grady)  
please email the request, via her website.

At the GENEVA SCOTT OUTREACH 
SERVICES (GSOS)  on Saturday, May 1, 
2010 at the Annual Cancer Research Benefit 
Event at Mercy Hospital. Mrs. Geneva Scott 
(the founder) invited Bettie Grady(top left) 
to come to the event to get exposure for her 
book. 

Darryln Kelly
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“Last year, the school 90-year-old 
building, it’s no surprise that bathroom sinks 
are missing, ceiling tiles are moldy, and walls 
are starting to crumble. The biggest problem 
though is that the school doesn’t have the 
budget to make the repairs. So the 915 
students have simply become accustomed 
to these failings. Enter Gary Dehne, the 
new engineer at Bell School. ‘My goal is to 
make every bathroom, my kids would feel 
comfortable,’ he said. While working at his 
last school, Gary discovered the Storehouse 
and now secures products like paint, toilets, 
sinks, faucets, and even coat hooks, to make 
Bell School a clean, safe environment for 
the students.”

For more information, contact the 
storehouse at (773) 921-3900. Its store hours 
are Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Thursdays and Fridays, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m.; and Saturdays 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. (It is 
closed on Sundays and Mondays). World 
Vision’s hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Vision from front page

Rob Castanedam, Executive Director of Beyond the Ball, the organization that created 
“Our Little Village”.

After a week of watching us Christians 
who claim that the bible is the Word of God 
and nothing should be added or subtracted 
by man from his Word. As we worshipped  
the God of the rabbits and eggs, the God of 
fertility, and the SUNday God and then taught 
these lies to our children and totally omitted 
The Passover and the Feast of unleavened 
bread which just so happen to (as all of the 
Feasts of The Lord do) point to Christ.(John 
5vs39 states” Search the scriptures; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life; and “they 
are they which testify of me. Psalms 40vs 7 
Then said I, Lo, I come in the volume of the 
book it is written of me. Hebrews 10vs6-7 
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou 
hast had no pleasure Then said I, lo, I come( 
in the volume of the book it is written of me) 
to do thy will,O God. Here we have three 
scriptures that point out that the whole bible 
not old or new testament, but the whole bible  
speaks of Christ and yet we follow traditions 
of men that cannot be backed up by scriptures 
in fact in order for the traditions of man to 
be right we actually have to either throw the 
bible out or keep it closed(no wonder we 
spend more time shouting than reading.) 
and some of us are willing to stake not only 
our salvation but our children’s salvation 
on fairy tales( aka Easter, Ash Wednesday, 
Palm Sunday, Resurrections Sunday Good 
Friday)  which have absolutely nothing to do 
with the Christ of the bible. Lets Word Up 
Exodus 12 vs 5 Your Lamb shall be without 
blemish a male of the first year ye shall take 
it out from the sheep or the goats(John1vs29:
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him and saith, Behold the Lamb of God(not 
the Easter bunny of God ) which taketh away 
the sin of the world). Exodus 12vs6 And ye 
shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of 
the same month and the whole assembly of 
the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the 
evening.(Matthew27vs20 but the Chief priests 
and elders persuaded the multitude that they 
should ask Barabbbas. and destroy Jesus. We 
see the same thing is still happening today. The 
Reverends destroy the word of God (Jesus) 
by persuading the multitudes to believe in  
lying doctrines which are totally contrary 
to The Word of God(Christ)! 1st Corinthians 
5vs6-8 : Your glorifying is not good. Know 
ye not that a little leaven (sin) leaveneth 
the whole lump?Purge out therefore the old 
leaven(false gods and doctrines)that you 
may be a new lump as ye are unleavened For 
even Christ our PASSOVER(not our Easter, 
or resurrection Sunday,but our PASSOVER) 
is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the 
feast not with old leaven neither with the 
leaven of malice or wickedness; but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
Hosea 4vs1; Hear the word of the Lord, ye 
children of Israel (all who accept Christ) 
for The Lord has a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no 
truth, nor mercy, nor Knowledge of God in 
the land. Why is it that we choose to believe 
man over God’s Word.?  Read John 12vs39-
43 and Isaih30vs9-11  Paul warns us of these 
men 2nd Corinthians 11vs13-15 states For 
such are false apostles, deceitful workers 
transforming themselves into the apostles of 
Christ. And no marvel: for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light Therefore 
it is no great thing if his ministers also be 
transferred as the ministers of righteousness 
whose end shall be according to their works. 
Finally John 17 vs17 Sanctify them through 
thy truth Thy WORD IS TRUTH. If it is not 
in the book Don’t Look. Remember If you 
Don’t Read The Book You Lose The Lesson. 
Word Up!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!.

Word Up: Why 
Respect A Lie? 

Passover. Easter. Or 
Resurrection Sunday 
(Choose You This Day)

Calvin C. Crayton

On Wednesday, April 28, 2010 NLCN 
had an appointment with Rosa’s African hair 
Braiding Salon.  Rosa has been braiding hair 
since the age of 8 (eight) years old taught to 
her by her cousins, sisters, and mother. Rosa 
is from West Africa. 

The salon has 5 (five) Hair Braiders all 
from West Africa who Rosa say are the “best 
and fastest” professional Hair Braiders on 
our west side.  During NLCN’s conversation 
with Rosa we were informed that African 
Hair Braiding is ideal for women who are: 
Tired of wearing wigs. Want a more natural 
look. 

Gives a best-dressed look whether casual 
or formal. Wants their hair to grow without 
chemicals. Are Bald-Headed. Have damaged 
hair due to chemical usage. Damaged hair 
due to medication usage.

Rosa’s is open 7 (seven) days a week 
from: 8:00A-6:00P

Located at: 5602 W. Division St.
Telephone: 773-378-8685
Rosa has been at 5602W. Division Street 

for the past 5 (five) years in business braiding 
hair for the past 10 (ten) years. If Rosa is 
busy you can ask for: Emma or Tensia.

Some of Rosa’s prices are: 
SEWING WEAVE-$80
CAUCASIAN BRAIDS-$50 and up
DREADLOCK EXTENSIONS-$50 and 

up
KINKY TWIST-$150 and up
MICRO BRAIDS-$160 and up
CROCHETS-$80.  And much more.
MARTINA said: “It’s convenient. I don’t 

ROSA’S AFRICAN BRAIDING
THE BEST AND FASTEST ON THE WEST SIDE

Abu Bakr Nurruddin

have to worry about wasting 
a lot of time looking like 
myself. For me it’s a time 
saver…”

Lady X: …”I have a 
new baby and go to school, 
wearing African Braids is 
efficient and saves me a lot of 
time…”

SPRING HAS SPRUNG-
TIME TO GET THAT 
AFRICAN HAIR BRAID 
DONE!
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IRON MAN 2 (***) A little tarnish 
disrupts some of the pleasure over the 
original. But that is kind of expected since 
most of the same cast and crew are involved 
for this amiable sequel. With no secret 
identity angle to maintain as in most comic 
book heroes that are turned into superhero 
movie franchises. 

Weapons industrialist tycoon-playboy 
Tony Stark, gleefully personified by the 
exuberant performance of Robert Downey 
Jr. represents that school geek who grew up 
into this uber-nerd who controls the ultimate 

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

arsenal in his Iron 
Man suit that 
allows him to 
enter a place from 
his creation that 
no one can touch.  

At the same 
time, Stark lives 
hard against his 
failing glowing 
“palladium” in 
his chest that was 
keeping him alive 
that is now slowly 
killing him 

Still, Tony 
single-handedly 
provides peace 
in the world 
better apparently 
than the US 
g o v e r n m e n t s ’ 
armed forces. 
Which the 
latter concerns 
the Senate 
Armed Service 
C o m m i t t e e 
hearing led 
by a slick and 

scheming  Senator Stern (Garry Shandling)  
trying to  gain control of his arsenal creation  
for the government to disguise in a kick 
back scheme with rival  industrialist,. Justin 
Hammer (Sam Rockwell) desperate for his 
own warfare suit to secure a government 
contract.

Tony’s refusal to share his technology 
with the Senate board and the media does 
not go unnoticed on Russian TV by a dying 
scientist father who tells his recently parole 
physicist son, Ivan (Mickey Rourke) that 
Tony should have been him. And soon after, 
Ivan goes into preparation to avenge his 
father’s death.

When Ivan travels to Monaco to confront 
Tony participates in the Grand Prix race in 
his own lethal suit shooting electric ropes 
that slice the race cars in half.

Even though Tony manages to survive 
the crash and electrical slicing to save 
his girl, Pepper Potts (Gwyneth Paltrow) 
and his bodyguard ( played by the film’s 
director, Chi-born actor Jon Favreau) who 
provide the red suitcase that unfolds in the 
Iron Man suit  that  helps Ivan get thrown 
briefly into jail.

When Ivan has helped to fake his death 
and escape prison. Then  he’s taken to an 
airplane hangar to meet his beneficiary, 
Justin Hammer who hires Ivan to essentially 
improve on what Stark always claim that no 
one would have the technology for twenty 
years

Then Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) 
pops into the mix by helping Tony realizes 
his ability will lead him to a find a heart 
replacement. While Fury also provides the 
background history and connection between 
Tony’s and Ivan’s fathers. 

Also Fury is also responsible for the  
double agent working as a new secretary, 
Natalie Rushman (Scarlett Johansson) 
to newly appointed CEO, Pepper Potts 
(Gwyneth Paltrow) who happens to be a 
lethal and athletic who is filing a summary 
report on Tony Stark whom Fury is trying to 
recruit in his legion of superheroes

While, Don Cheadle who replaced 
Terrence Howard in the role of Tony’s 
military buddy, Lt. Col. James “Rhodey” 
Rhodes that considered Tony has becomes 
too unstable hosting a party as a drunken 
Iron Man and battles him in Tony’s silver 
suit prototype that Rhodes eventually takes 
to the military. Only to learn how right Stark 
was all along.

But the film works its script, but 
not enough of its logic toward the final 
showdown with Rourke’s character after 
Tony realizes he doesn’t have to carry this 

burden alone. When Tony and Rhodes battle 
Ivan in their respective lethal power suits.

The familiarity of the original film makes 
its hard for most sequels to stand without 
being compared. But the motive behind 
“Iron Man 2” is moiré about connecting 
a movie series that ultimately lead to the 
purposed Avengers movie in the series’ 
movie spin-off future

Of course you’ve got to know your 
comic books before you understand what 
happens after  sitting through the movie’s 
lengthy end credits (So don’t leave the 
theater yet!). When an agent (Clark Gregg) 
phones in a superhero sighting to his boss, 
Nick Fury near a cater hole somewhere in 
New Mexico.

Even though the special effects don’t 
come off as clumsy as they did in the battle 
finale in the initial film. Or even incoherent 
and noisy like last summer’s disastrous 
Transformers 2: Revenge of the Fallen”. 

But “Iron Man 2” is adequate and 
entertaining enough because of Downey’s 
energetic and sarcastic performance that 
shows us a person more in tone to his work 
and play than the personal problems of his 
failing heart and estranged relationship with 
his late father. 

Even though, it’s not clarified enough in 
the script, “Iron Man 2” may have allowed 
Stark to save the world again. This time, 
Stark ultimately learns to compromise, 
accepting some help to show that “no 
person is an island”. But somehow, Tony’s 
resolution to understanding the legacy his 
father is left with a dent in the armor of this 
sequel.

“Iron Man 2” is like purchasing a used 
car that for the most part, that is tolerable 
because how its runs okay. But you know 
eventually you are going to inherit the 
previous owners’ maintenance problems

PG; 124 min. A Paramount Pictures 
Release – Presented at selected theaters  

Don Cheadle and Robert Downey Jr. in 
Paramounts Iron Man 2
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HOME OF LIFE TRAINING ACADEMY 
is having a four week insurance training course. If you 
are currently UNEMPLOYED, LOOKING TO CHANGE 
CAREERS, this is the job training course for you. The 
course is FREE; we will train you to get your state approved 
insurance license, and help those that pass the course get 
jobs in the field. A person can make at least $35,000 within 
the first year of employment. Training will begin MAY 18, 
2010 @ HOME OF LIFE M.B. CHURCH located 4650 W. 
Madison, Chicago, IL 60644. Class will be in the evenings 
from 6:00pm to 8:30pm two days a week. You must register 

in person, please contact us @ 773-287-3032.

A l t h o u g h 
times are 
changing the 

good values of life stay the same. 
With the murder rate amongst 
the youth being at a high, one 
would think that the values that 
were put in place from generation 
to generation have indeed 
changed. As young men across 
America relate to modern times 
by criminalizing themselves and 
many young teenage girls find that 
being promiscuous will get them 
anything that they want without 
earning the right---it has come to 
the attention of many, that the value 
system that was put in place many 
years ago, aren’t the same values 
that the youth of the contemporary 
world are being taught.

Some people place the blame on 
babies having babies, while others 
feel that the media is molding 
such a destructive mind set for 
the youth. While community 
leaders say that it takes a village 
to raise a child, simply if that is 
the case would you say that we 
all have a responsibility? Who 
is it that should take the blame 
for the ill manners of the youth 
today? Does it start at home, to be 
refined in school and positively 
re-directed in the community with 
the neighbors, business owners 
and community organizations? 
Or is all of the responsibility to 
be placed on the parents of each 
child? Instead of playing the blame 
game wouldn’t you say that we all 
have a responsibility?

 Let’s Get Back To The Basics For Academic Success
How would you feel if your 

neighbor watched and video taped 
your child being murdered by 
the hands of other young men/
neighbors in the community such 
as what happened to young 16 
year old Derrion Albert in the 
Fenger high school neighborhood 
right here in Chicago? Or what 
about the young teens who 
walk around spray painting on 
business store fronts, with out a 
care in the world as to how the 
business owner feels and how the 
community looks---would you say 
that this all stems from the effect 
of the youth feeling disconnected 
to the community in a whole? And 
let’s not forget about the young 
men and women playing hooky 
to hide from the responsibility of 
getting an education right there in 
your neighbors home, wouldn’t 
you as a parent want to know? 
While many look at the results of 
negative behaviors that the youth 
are dealing with on a physical, 
emotional and academic level, 
many have failed to look at the real 
cause of why the youth are under 
performing on all levels. While 
children nation wide are becoming 
more accustomed to the negative 
lyrics of music and the sexual & 
violent content of television and 
movies, these seem to be the only 
thoughts that flood the minds of 
the youth everyday based upon 
what they are subjected to.

According to many leaders around 
our country who are not only talking 
about the problems of our youth but 
as well assisting in the rescue, this 
very moment in time, right now is 

the time for absolute change, before 
things get any worst. In a survey 
that was conducted by staff of Bon-
Chic Productions, who’s motto is 
“Creating A New World Through 
Positive Media,” children between 
the ages of 7-18 feel that the media 
shapes their world. They want to be 
like the people on TV and the radio.

Major studies show that murder, 
violence, promiscuity and a lack 
of respect has been the direct 
results of what the youth are being 
exposed through modern media. 
Just recently in a conversation 
with a young women who grew 
up in the late 70’s early 80’s, she 
mentioned that one of her favorite 
programs as a young girl was the 
Brady Bunch. She remembers that 
the Brady Bunch’s lead characters 
as mother and father getting in 
bed together as being something 
major to the children of the 80’s, 
it was probably one of the most 
vivid forms of a women and man 
making out that was revealed to 
children during this time in media. 
She adds “Because of the level of 
respect that was shown through 
the media it helped shape the 
world around us and helped to re-
assure that the values and morals 
that mom and dad were teaching 
at home were right.” “I believe 
that the media today has taken the 
youth away from the basic moral 
of respect and values and is very 
confusing for the youth who don’t 
fully understand what is right and 
what is wrong.” This young lady 
wants to remain anonymous but 
is fine with anyone who reads this 
article to understanding that she has 

three PhD’s one in Education, one 
in Child Psychology and another 
in Economics and continues to 
pave the way to build a brighter 
future for the youth hands on and 
behind the scenes. As I sat in awe 
in an interview with this wise soul 
she gave me a list of ways that 
according to her studies would 
get the youth back on track and 
back to the basics. The list goes as 
follows:

1. Help your child to believe 
in their self by encouraging them, 
speaking positive to them and 
communication with them

2. Parental love is the key, 
however oneness with the presence 
of God in meditation and prayer.

3. Allow your child/a child to 
understand that the thoughts that 
they keep and the words that they 
speak create the world around 
them.

4. Explain to your child/a child 
the importance of morals and 
values. Whether we know it or 
not, many people have never grew 
up with the privilege of learning 
in their own homes morals and 
values.

5. Teach your child/a child the 
importance of setting goals

6. Shut down the television and 
video games in your home, set a 
time limit based on the amount of 
time that you feel is appropriate 
for your child to watch TV or 
play video games and monitor 
the programs that they can watch. 
According to the wise one who is 
giving me this information, her 
children are only allowed to watch 
television on the weekends.

7. Allow your child to 
understand the importance of 
reading and getting out to enjoy 
nature.

8. Each week spend family time 
out with the children, it doesn’t 
have to cost money, take them to 
the park, a museum, to the zoo, 
etc

9. Make sure that your child 
is involved in an extracurricular 
activity after school.

10. Make sure that your child 
has home work on the daily basis 
from school that will allow for their 
brains to always be stimulated.

11. Monitor the company that 
they keep and always meet the 
parents of your child’s friends.

12. Communicate with your 
neighbors, their teachers and the 
business owners in the community 
and allow your child to see you 
communicate with them out of 
respect

13. Reward your child when 
he/she has earned the right with 
good grades, well done chores and 
accomplishments

14. Always allow your child to 
know the importance of education 
and how it plays a major role in 
helping the world to became a 
better place

For more information on 
teaching the youth to move back 
to the basics log on to:

http://www.nccd-crc.org/nccd/
about/award-programs.html

h t t p : / / h t t p : / / w w w .
chicagoadventuretherapy.org/

http://http://www.gnmagazine.
org/issues/gn23/violence.htm

Tali Bakhit

In the Month of May we celebrate 
mothers.  Happy Mothers’ Day to all 
mothers.  The thing about women 
is, all women are mothers, whether 
they have actually given birth or not.  
All women have a natural nurturing 
instinct, a protective nature and as 
the vessels of life, women have 
deep compassion for life.  This was 
demonstrated on Wednesday April 
28, when women from all walks 
of life came to answer the call of 
the Deborah Movement.  Deborah 
is the name assumed by every 
woman who joins the movement as 
symbolic of Deborah of the book 
of Judges. So as each presenter had 
her say, she closed her comments 
with, “I am Deborah.’

This movement is an initiative 
of the Black Star Project, an 
organization that has always 
advocated for youth, education and 
peace.  After a 20-month old baby 
was shot in the head and killed on 
April 21, the women of the Black 
Star Project launched the Deborah 
Movement.

The Deborah Movement is 
styled after Deborah the Prophetess 
(Judges 4:8-9), who was a woman 
honored for winning great battles 
for the Lord that men would not 
fight.(Judges 8) Barak said to 
Deborah, “If you will go with me, 
I will go, but if you will not go with 
me, I will not go.”9) And Deborah 
said, “I will surely go with you.”

Women are being asked to sign-
up to walk safety patrols in the city 
and suburbs, mentor young women, 

I AM DEBORAH
Wanda Muhammad

teach young mothers, tutor youth, 
encourage their sons, brothers, 
husbands and boyfriends to stop 
killing each other, teach sports to 
girls, help calm the schools, support 
positive male groups in their efforts 
to eliminate violence and to pray 
for peace in our communities.

It turned out to be a great 
meeting.  It started with an all 
inclusive prayer and then a bell 
toll of each of the young lives lost 
to senseless gun violence in the 
past year. After a short session of 
discussion clarifying the purpose of 
the movement, the women present 
alone with the men who came in 
support, kept their commitment to 
take immediate action.  The first 
act was a walk from Black Star 
Headquarters at 3509 S. King Drive 
to Chicago Police Headquarters at 
3510 S Michigan to hand deliver 
a letter signed by the women and 
men, requesting a meeting with 
Police Superintendent Jody Weiss 
to dialog about the plans to bring 
the National Guard to Chicago.  
The letter requests a meeting before 
the deployment plan are finalized; 
because the Deborah Movements 
has some suggestions they would 
like considered first as the parents 
of the children most affected by 
the violence and residents of the 
neighborhoods most likely to 
receive the troops. There were 
some veterans present in the 
meeting, both male and female, 
who expressed their concerns about 
troops being brought in because as 

they stated themselves, the military 
is trained to kill.

The people who came to 
the meeting showed a sincere 
commitment to exert themselves 
to create a change for peace for 
our youth.  The members of the 
Deborah Movement have had 
enough.  Enough of our children 
and teenagers being killed, enough 
of our youth being incarcerated; 
enough of the ineffective policing; 
enough of the shocking stories of 
conditions in the schools; enough of 
the men who have not stepped up to 
defend and protect the community; 
and enough of not looking forward 
to warm summer months as it tends 
to bring even more violence.

This first meeting was a planning 
session and the introduction of ideas 
and strategies 
to be engaged 
over the coming 
months.  More 
women are 
invited and 
men who are 
willing to 
support are also 
encouraged to 
attend.  For now 
the meetings 
will be held on 
Wednesdays at 
6:30 pm to 8:30 
at the Black Star 
Project office 
(address above), 
h o w e v e r , 
plans are in 

the works for other meetings in 
various locations around the city and 
suburbs. The meetings will start and 
end on time. 

After the walk to the police 
station, the attendees shared their 
ideas for action and more ideas are 
welcomed.  For those who wish to 
submit an idea, it’s a good idea to 
write it out in detail along with the 
expected outcome and bring copies 
to share.  The Deborah Movement 
is not a sit and talk organization, 
it is an action movement where 
women will be waging war against 
the forces of evil that have taken 
over Chicago.  Men who are 
willing to support strong, positive, 
pro-active and courageous women 
are welcome.

The Deborah Movement is lead 

by council and women who want to 
assume a leadership role or introduce 
ideas for peace are encouraged 
to come. After attending my first 
Deborah Movement meeting, I 
was so inspired and encouraged, 
that I went home and wrote up my 
idea which I plan to present at the 
next meeting.  I Am Deborah. For 
more information on the Deborah 
Movement call Dorothy at Black 
Star Project @ 773-285-9600. 
Peace.

Wanda Muhammad is a free-
lance columnist and television 
producer of What’s On Your 
Mind and Shaping Young Minds 
TV shows which is celebrating 4 
years on air.   She can be reached 
for comments or questions at 
symtvshow@yahoo.com.
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The North Lawndale Community 
Newspaper is an informative and valuable 
resource which enlightens and informs 
the community as well as its residents. If 
you happen to reside in the Chicago area. 
please support them they are a not for 
profit newspaper that does its best to share 
knowledge and insight with its readers.

In doing so the North Lawndale 
Community News would like to welcome 
its new neighbor’s playwright and producer 
Mr. Donte Fain along with his executive 
producer Mr. Chris Willis. These two young 
men have been in business for well over 2 
years presenting the play “My Momma Be 
Trippin” written and directed by Mr. Donte 
Fain. 

Mr. fain is a young Man who obviously 
knew with all the bad news we see on TV 
and read in the newspaper it was time to 
bring some laughter to the hearts of North 
Lawndale. Being a native of Chicago, 
Himself and having been born by a mother 
he realized no matter where you live or what 
side of town you live on, we all have had 
or still have A “Mother” and with mother’s 
Day soon approaching us whether you’re 
with your mother or your mother has gone 
On to glory the fact still remains “she is 
or was your MOTHER. We cannot help or 
change who our parents are, we can do one 
or two things, love them or hate them and 
whatever decision you make it’s yours. 

The play is about African American 
mother’s from a male’s point of view 
preferably, Mr. Fain’s.  Although this is a play 
it’s very real, each mother on the face of the 
earth is different in her own way. Whether 
you feel your mother is right or wrong, good 
or bad, she’s still your mother. The play will 
depict some very small things but yet Very 
important things that mother’s trip on,( 

NEWS WE CAN USE: A PLAY TO SEE, GREAT FOR MOTHER’S DAY
“My Momma Be Trippin”

like) leaving the toilet seat up, leaving the 
toothpaste cap  off  the toothpaste, so on and 
so forth,  nevertheless we are all different in 
our own unique way. This is not your average 
play with scenes that make you cry, or Be so 
serious that you can’t crack a smile this play 
was designed with laughter in Mind. With 
our economy being the way it is, children 
growing up so fast that you Miss out on their 
childhood, so much negativity in the media, 
and violence on the Rampage people need 
to be able to Live, Love and Laugh. There 
should not always be a negative or down 
side to life, we should not have to only hear 
about the bad things In life but people need 
to know somewhere on God’s green earth 
somebody is trying to do something good. 
Regardless of what circumstances are or 
what the Statistics show. Somebody have to 
make the statistics out of a lie.

Mr. Faine and Mr. Willis both decided 
they needed a change so they moved their 
production From the Chicago Center for 
the Performing Arts which is just south of 
the loop they also had An overwhelming 
response to their first couple of productions.  
Let’s show these two brother’s we in the 
Lawndale community appreciate their 
talents and their determination to become 
successful African American men Who are 
doing something positive as opposed to 
something negative in the North Lawndale 
community. The play “ My Momma be 
Trippin will run from March thru May every 
Sunday at 6:00 p.m. at the New, “The  Club 
House, located at 2431 W. Roosevelt which 
is also ran by Mr. Faine and Mr. Willis. Mr. 
Willis says that the club house is not only a 
place for events, but a symbol of love, faith, 
and patience that is intended to inspire a 
disenfranchised community.  If you’d like 
more information please contact them at: 

(312) 479-8746 for show information,  room 
rental And rates.

As a playwright myself, I can assure you 
I’m no Tyler Perry and  finding the right 
people to play the right parts is  not always 
an easy job  neither is rehearsals, and a place 
to perform your production. But anything 
that you do and you enjoy what you do will 
make it just that much easier. So please 
come out and support these young men. 

One of Mr. Faine’s quotes is:  Until our 
black men develop a better means to measure 
themselves Value of the streets will always 
be the status quo, failure, violence, and self 
hate will prevail. One Mr. Willis quotes are:  
Success is measured by the intangible.

So, ladies all men are not dogs, and there 
is no truth to the statement good men are 

hard to find because these two brothers are 
doing something good in the hood -Which 
makes them good.  And I can attest to the 
fact that “My mama certainly be trippin. But 
I love her- love you Stella.

Donte Fain Chris Willis

Renita Walker
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The	North	Lawndale	Community	News’

CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 per 
month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-1730
3 BDRM  Beautiful greystone bldg 1st fl 
apt., hardwood floors throughout. New 
enclosed back porch, section 8 welcomed. 
Appliances included. 773-814-6896. 
Available immediately

FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT 2006 S. Pulaski 
$350/month. utilities included. Men 
Preferred. (773) 557-9421

ROOMS FOR 
RENT

LEGAL NOTICES

Accepting Children
from 6weeks - 12yrs of Age

Creative Curriculm

Arts & Crafts Classes

nOrtH lAWndAle 
InsurAnce AGency

Specialize in SR 22
northlawndaleinsurance@gmail.com

JAsmIne r. lIndsAy

AGent

WOrk: 773-530-2624

Cell: 773-396-4380
Fax: 773-289-0747

    3708 W. Roosevelt
    2nd Fl Suite F
    Chicago, IL 60624

Apts Available 4000 West, 1600 South,  
2-bdrm on 2nd floor, 1-bdrm on 3rd Floor, 
Large Rooms, Hardwood floors, Sec 8 
accepted.  773 521-5544 call up to 5:00pm 

1957 SOUTH SPAULDING. Room for 
rent in totally furnished residence for adult 
women.  $450/Month, includes utilities.
One month minimum. Non-smokers. Call 
773-542-9126 for an interview or e-mail 
sophiebella@sbcglobal.Net.

A Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An 
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed 
Business Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, that a 
certification was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of Cook County 
under file no. D10121636 on April 19, 2010 
under the Assumed Name of Eccentric Trend 
Setters Hair Emporium with the business 
located 4372 W. Ogden, Ave., Chicago, IL 
60623. The true name and residence address 
of the owner is Stacy King, 4021 W. 21st 
St., 3rd Fl., Chicago, IL 60623. 

OFFICE SPACE
Office spaces 3708 W Roosevelt Rd  
Chicago, Il 60623. Individual offices 
from $275 - $350 a month. 24 hour access, 
electric and heat included. Contact Eric 
312-296-6551 to view.

A Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An 
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed 
Business Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, that a 
certification was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of Cook County 
under file no. D10121737 on April 27, 2010 
under the Assumed Name of Best Prices 
Computers with the business located 17 
N. Cicero., Chicago, IL 60644. The true 
name and residence address of the owner is 
Clyde Payne, 2636 W. Haddon., Chicago, 
IL 60644. 

HARRIS BROTHER’S
APPLIANCE REPAIR

* Stoves * Refridgerators  *
* Washer * Dryer *

(773) 368-5457 
Ask for Chilly

Garden from page 7
growing trend of childhood obesity, 
added Hess.”

 “True Star Foundation is proud 
to partner with CEDA in an effort to 
get more youth interested in urban 

farming,” said executive director 
DeAnna McLeary. “As a youth-focused 
organization we’re closely connected to 
thousands of teens throughout the city 
and we like being on the forefront of 
initiatives like this that offer a creative 
approach to healthy living.”
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

215�	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-522-0122
10


