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U.S. Senator - Candidate (D)
Alexander ‘’Alexi’’ Giannoulias
120,662  votes    35.67%

Governor – Candidate (D)
Pat Quinn
185,283 votes    54.57%

Lt Governor - Candidate (D) 
Scott Lee Cohen (resigned)
68,597 votes    22.11%

County Bd. Commissioner 2nd 
Dist.-  Robert B. Steele
15,755 votes  56.72%

Attorney General - Candidate (D) 
Lisa Madigan
306,641 votes  100%

Secretary of State - Candidate (D) 
Jesse White
316,867 votes 100%

State Comptroller - Candidate (D)
David E. Miller  
160,951 votes  50.92%

Treasurer -  Candidate (D)
Robin Kelly    
180,087  votes 59.72%

Rep. In Congress, 7th - Dist
Danny K. Davis  Candidate (D)
38,030   votes  66.12%

Dem State Central C-Man 7th 
Danny K. Davis (D)
27,585  votes  80.46%

Dem State Central C-Woman 7th
Darlena Williams-Burnett (D)
27,585  votes  55.26%

Rep. In Gen. Assembly, 8th (D)
La Shawn K. Ford Candidate
6,724 votes  100%

Rep. In Gen. Assembly, 9th (D)
Arthur Turner Candidate
4,552 votes  43.66%

Rep. In Gen. Assembly, 10th
Annazette R. Collins Candidate (D)
3,523  votes 35.27%

Water Reclamation Commissioner
Michael A. Alvarez (D)
98,665 votes 13.75%

Water Reclamation Commissioner
Barbara McGowan (D)
111,685 votes 15.57%

Water Reclamation Commissioner
Mariyana T. Spyropoulos  (D) 
111,685 votes 13.90%

President Cook County Board  
Comm. - Toni Preckwinkle (D) 
157,686 votes  45.99%

County Treasurer (D)
Maria Pappas
289,058 votes  100%

County Clerk (D)
David D. Orr
293,183 votes  100%

County Assessor (D)
Joseph Berrios
119935 votes 38.21%

Sheriff
Thomas J. Dart
226,320 votes 73.09%

Chicago Democrat Voters Choice

Low voter turnout was the 
norm across the state in the 

primary election. But in the city of 
Chicago out of a total of 1,444,277 
registered voters only 356,761 
demoncrats, 34,576 Republicans 

and 1,571 Green candidate voters 
cast their ballots for a total of 
392,908 total votes in Chicago, 
according to the Chicago Board 
of Election Commissioners. The 
percentage equals 27.2 percent 

of the total registerer voters in 
Chicago. Why the other registered 
voters  chose not to vote could be 
for a number of reasons. Inclimate 
weather definite may be one the 
reasons for a percentage of the 
voters not coming out. Weather 
maybe a factor in future primaries 
now that the Illinois primary, usualy 
held in March, has been moved up 
to February. The accommodation 
was made for the presidential 
race in 2009 for voters to choose 
a candidate before the nomination 
was already decided.
Some voters have expressed 
dischantment with the negative 
truths uncovered on many 

politicians in Illinois as well as 
across the nation.
The latest being Scott Lee Cohen 
who won the nomination for Lt. 
Governor. After voters had cast their 
voter several truths and allegations 
came out in mainstream media. 
Was any of this information known 
before election day? Why was it 
released only after the election?
Anyway, there are some clean 
political leaders out there. Let us 
pray that they remain clean cut and 
temptation free in their life and 
careers. It is what so many of us 
voters need to regain confidence 
in and to build a new image for 
polititians.
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ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning *  Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work
For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

Writer’s Meetings!!
The North Lawndale 

Community News
Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203

Time 6:00pm
Date: February 18, 2010

Free Training in Community Journalism!
Everyone is Welcome!

For More Information Call
312-492-9090

The	North	Lawndale	
Community	News

The North Lawndale Community News is now published 
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to 
help inform our community on resources, events, and is-
sues relevant to them and our neighboring communities. 
Our community includes those who live, work, worship in, 
and/or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive, 
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our 
community members. 
Board of Directors
Frank Bass, Chairman           Dennis Deer, Director   
Marlo Kemp, Treasurer            Creative Scott, Director
Carolyn Lewis, Secretary           Marlone Finley, Director
Vivian Lewis, Director                    Norman Baldwin, Director    
Betty Mason, Director    Dr. Betty J. Allen Green, Director 

Former Founding Board of Director: Larry Leonard
Advisory Board: 
Cong. Danny K. Davis, Rev. Randall Harris, Fred Mitchell, Laura Wash-
ington, Susan Munro, Marta Foster,  Margaret Davis, Larry Leonard

        Consulting Editors and Writers:
Wilbert Cook, Bill Goosby, Fred Mitchell, Dr. Shemuel Israel, 
Tamiko Bowie, Danita Bowie, Marquita Ware, Warren Polk, 
David Schultz, Reggie Lewis,  Angelic Jones, Mary Moran, 
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson, Priscilla Lucas, Todd Thomas, 
Kabuika Kamunga, Sophia Karalexis, X’ernona Woods,  Zaki  A. 
Muhammad, Ben Protess, Demetrius Porter, David Tenario, S. 
Mike Cook,  David Schultz, & Marlone Finley
Founding CEO & Publisher: Isaac Lewis, Jr.
Production/Layout Coordinator: Marquita Ware
IT (Information Technology) Manager: Ronnie Allen
Staff Accountant: 
Communications Manager:
Resource Project Director: John Moore
Marketing  Consultant: Dr. Shemuel Israel
Advertising Manager: Andre Stokes
Advertising Consultant: Jim Allen
Technical Assistant:  
Website Consultant: Lamont Simmons
Photography: Community members and writers
Strategic Door to Door Distribution (Weekly) 
Community Youth
Circulation: 15,000 copies
Drop Site Distribution:  Reginald Lewis and Johnny Ray 
Lewis, Dominique Mack, distributed weekly over 280 
dropsites, and over 340,685 potential readers throughout 
North and South Lawndale, East and West Garfield, Hum-
boldt Park, Austin, Pilsen and the Near West Communities. 
Weekly Mail Subscription Rates:   $20.00 for 3 
months. $35.00 for 6 months  $60.00 for 1 year $110 
for 2 years

For Advertisement Rates 
and all other inquiries contact us at:
North Lawndale Community News

1211 South Western Avenue, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60608

Phone:  312/492-9090 Fax: 312/492-7162 
Website: www.nlcn.org

The North Lawndale Community News is funded by the dedicat-
ed work and support of the community, and made possible with 
grants from The Steans Family Foundation,The John D. and 
Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Harris Bank Foundation 

The Leo S. Guthman Family Fund ( Lynne C. Rosenthal), The 
Soderquist Family Foundation, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), J-Lab Institute, AfterSchool 

Matters , SBC (now AT&T), The Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (State Senator Rickey Hendon), State of Illinois Depart 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.DCEO through Sate 
Rep. Art Turner, The McCormick Tribune Foundation, the 

National Black Caucus of States Institute, Advocate Bethany 
Fund, and contributions from our community, advertisers, and 

readers. The North Lawndale Community News was started 
with a grant from the North Lawndale Small Grants Initiative 

now known as the Small Grants Human Development Corpora-
tion, and the Steans Family Foundation.

Circulation Verification Council is a third party 
agency that audits and verifies our circulation 

which is currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

The North Lawndale Community News has ten years has 
completed. Much has happened since October of 1999 when 
we put out our first newsletter. Many have contributed, sup-
ported, volunteered, written, taken photos, done research, 
and/or completed our workshops. We have helped many and 
many have helped us.
When the North Lawndale Community News began in Oc-
tober of 1999 as the North Lawndale Community News-
letter, a focus was established. First, we thanked God for 
making the newsletter possible. We stated that confidence 
in the good of the people was the motivating force behind 
it. Many resources and events are available to us and our 
neigboring communities and the role of this newspaper is to 
provide you with that information. Since then, the newslet-
ter has become a newspaper, larger in newsprint size and 
organizational size. 
In 2001, our focus targeted the “Revival of the Family”. 
Many of us were then and are now concerned about the state 
of the family in our community. We focused on providing 
helpful and useful suggestions to strengthen and restore vi-
tality to the family unit.
In 2002, we targeted “Wholistic Wellness”. Our hope was 
that everyone in our community join us as we moved in the 
direction of creating a balanced life in which family, work, 
recreation, community participation, and spiritual endeav-
ors worked together in harmony.
In 2003, we targeted “Education and Training”.  As a com-
munity, we are dominated by results of low educational lev-
els, high unemployment, a hostile economic environment, 
and unbearable crime and murder statistics. Still, we pushed 
forward to improve life in our community on many levels 
and by many people from within the community, as well as 
concerned people from outside the community.
In 2004, the North Lawndale Community News focused 
on helping our community acquire a better quality of life 
through higher levels of reading and responsible wealth cre-
ation.
In 2005, it was Technology, Business Development, and 
Employment. We chose to include a strong focus on pro-
viding information and articles on resources in those areas 
because there was a growing unemployment rate in North 
Lawndale and some of its neighboring communities that are 
among the highest of all the 77 Chicago communities.
In 2006, the primary focus for SHS/ NCLN was Health, 
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life. 
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness espe-
cially in an economy driven society. Welfare is unavoidable 
in showing man’s humanity (love) toward man.
In 2007, the primary focus for SHS/ NLCN was People 
and Education. Our history of people is great. People have 
strived to create progress in our community, raised their 
families, created businesses, triumphed over adversaries, 
and worked in the community. All year long NLCN focused 
on articles related to people and education throughout our 
newspaper, weblog, and website that serves the Westside of 
Chicago.
In 2008, the primary focus for Strategic Human Services 
and the North Lawndale Community News during 2008 was 
the Church, Financial Literacy, and Technology. There are 
many problems that face North Lawndale and its neighbor-
ing communities. Anyone of them are the most important to 
any individual when it is his, her, or their biggest battle.
In 2009, the primary focus for SHS/NLCN was HEALTH 
& THE ECONOMY. One of the major issues of the recent 
presidential campaign was health care. Health care costs 
have become an escalating burden for employers and con-
sumers alike. Research has shown that total health spend-
ing is reduced when consumers bear more responsibility for 
their health and the expenses related to it. One of the best 
ways to increase life expectancy while reducing disability is 
to encourage a culture of selfcare practices.
In 2010, our primary focus will be to live and reflect on our 
previous years of focus, as we progress to a better quality 
of life.

NLCN	
2010	Focus
Youth	&	Reflection

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the 2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News 
Winner of the  7th Congressional District 2004     

Education Champion Award
Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis & 

Residents of the 7th Congressional District
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A close relative of mine died at the 
beginning of this year. I think this was 
the eighth relative in as many years. 
Many of them were much older than I 
but now the young ones are dying. So 
much stress, so much of it unnecessary 
and from sources outside of the family.

A young male relative committed 
suicide last year, a soldier. My nephew 
died of liver cancer, alcohol related. 
I didn’t know he was ill. I hadn’t seen 
him for several years and no one knew 
of the cancer until Christmas. He didn’t 
want anyone to know. 

I cried bitter tears for him. He was a 
beautiful baby. But in his coffin he was 
a husk. I cried for him because so much 
was lost. He at first was very helpful 
to the family, the tinker, the jack of all 
trades and our gardener. But as time 
went by he was destroyed as most young 
black men on Chicago’s Westside.

My Beloved Nephew 
Died This Year

Antoinette Toliver

His first offense was 
caused by drugs planted at 
his feet. We didn’t believe 
him but of course we found 
out later this was a common 
practice. So now no high 
school diploma and a record 
no decent job now, just 
minimum wage and several 
stints in jail.

I don’t think that after 
reaching his teens he knew 
any sustained happiness and 
I think that was why I cried 
the most for him.

So much promise lost.
Why?
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She’s a rapper, an R&B singer, a 
producer, a song writer, and a mother.  “I 
do a little bit of everything,” says Lady 
Shay, a music artist who has been doing 
what she loves—performing music— since 
she was 17.  And she is going to do what 
she can to continue to be the artist that does 
everything.

When she was a child, Shaynae 
Davis—Lady Shay’s “government name,” 
according to her— began singing at her 
church.  But it wasn’t until she was 16 years 
old that she started her experiments in the 
music studio.  After receiving much praise 
and encouragement from her peers, she 
decided to make music her life.  Soon, she 
started recording music with help from The 
Faculty, a music production company.  She 
has so far recorded two untitled albums.

Born and raised in Chicago, she has 
performed at several local events, including 
The Taste of Lawndale, and has won a few 
talent shows.  She also spent 9 years in 
Omaha, Nebraska, performing at various 
fundraisers and local television programs 
(She performed 2 shows a month.).  While 
living and performing in Omaha, she noticed 
that many of the locals carried around 
a negativity that kept performers from 

succeeding.  “They don’t 
root for each other over 
there,” she said.  “There’s 
so much talent out there, but 
people would never know 
because they’re all sitting 
around [and] basically 
hating on each other.”

After returning to 
Chicago in June 2009, she 
decided to steer herself 
in a different direction. 
She chose to promote and 
encourage local artists by 
creating a music showcase 

in Chicago. “I have a lot of people around 
me [who] have talent that I would like to 
showcase;” she said (She is planning to open 
the showcase in the spring of this year.).  
However, since she has been away from 
Chicago for so long, she feels as if she has 
to start over.   “I’m kind of like a stranger,” 
she said with a laugh.  During her career, 
she drags around the burden of dealing with 
people in the industry who does not show 
the same dedication as her.  “It gets stressful 
sometimes,” she said.  “Some people are 
not as serious as you are.”  But all of her 
fear and anxiety melts away when she is on 
the stage.  “A complete rush” erupts inside 
of her when she performs.  “When I am on 
stage, I’m kind of giving a part of myself to 
them,” she said.

A piece of herself also leaps into 
her writing. “I only write about things 
that I feel about deeply,” she said.  While 
avoiding lyrics about the “bling bling” and 
other material things, she writes songs that 
connect to the listener’s soul. “I’m into the 
type of music you can really listen to and 
vibe to and relate to,” She said. 

But though she adores music, she is 
not into the celebrity life.  “I don’t want to 
become a Michael [Jackson].  I don’t want 

to be a ‘super super star.’  I just really want 
to be able to just do what I enjoy.  I love to 
sing,” she said.  Her desire is to share a part 
of herself to the world through music and 
not be trampled by a thousand fans every 
time she opens her door.

Her 3 daughters are her inspiration.  
She said that she received most of her 
strength and fortitude from them.  And she 
understands that there are other aspiring 
artists who need inspiration.  She hopes to 
inspire those people by giving them a word 
of advice: “Stay true to yourself.”  Anyone 
who decides to be a part of the music 

Lady Shay, A Player in the Music Business
Nicholas Short

Lady Shay business, she said, should not let anyone 
change them.  Otherwise, fans will no 
longer respond to them.  “They want you,” 
she said.  “They don’t want what somebody 
made you up to be.”

Lady Shay’s next project is the Tony 
Delisle play “What’s the 411?” The play, 
which will appear this Spring, consists of 
several skits designed to promote AIDS 
awareness.  She is also working on her third 
album, Gemini.  More information about 
Lady Shay can be found on exploretalent.
com.

CapaCity Building BloCks, inC. Honors tHe CHiCago area projeCt For years oF 
serviCe and investing in loCal Businesses  Keith Freeman and Brandy Carpenter share 
a light moment after receiving a Certificate of Appreciation from Capacity Building Blocks on 
behalf of the Chicago Area Project (CAP). Mr. Freeman is a Senior Job Developer with the Career 
Development, Training and Employment Services (CDTES), and Ms. Carpenter is the program’s 
Administrator. CDTES is based in North Lawndale, at 605 South Albany. For further information 
about the CDTES program, contact Mr. Freeman at (312) 588-3870.  The Chicago Area Project 
(CAP) is a private, not-for-profit organization with a distinguished history and demonstrable track 
record of over sixty years of work in delinquency prevention and service in disadvantaged urban 
neighborhoods. The original mission of CAP has not changed since its inception: To work toward the 
prevention and eradication of juvenile delinquency through the development and support of affiliated 
local community self-help efforts, in communities where the need is greatest. For more information 
about the Chicago Area Project, visit www.chicagoareaproject.org, or call 312.663.3574.

CHICAGO AREA PROJECT AMERICORPS VISTA VOLUNTEERS BUILD CAPACITY TO 
ASSIST LOCAL ORGANIzATIONS  The Chicago Area Project Career Development Training 
Employment Services (CDTES) recently sponsored a class of AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteers to 
complete 12 hours of intensive training and professional development with Capacity Building Blocks, 
Inc. The interactive workshops covered such topics as creating tax-exempt nonprofit organizations; 
board recruitment and development; conducting asset based community needs assessments; 
program development and developing effective marketing and communications strategies. The 
VISTA Volunteers will share lessons learned with local community based organizations charged 
with increasing employment opportunities for disadvantaged persons. 
CDTES promotes economic independence and self-sufficiency for low-income individuals by 
indentifying and eliminating barriers and by providing services specifically designed to address 
their individual needs and concerns. This includes job readiness assessments and training, 
mentoring, counseling, job coaching and life skills. CDTES offers a number of educational services, 
including adult literacy, adult basic education (ABE), and general education development (GED). 
CDTES partners with Illinois Dept of Human Services and Illinois Department of Public Aid-Child 
Support Enforcement Division and Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) to provide 
other supportive services and benefits. For further information about the CDTES program, contact 
Mr. Keith Freeman, Senior Job Developer, at (312) 588-3870. 
Capacity Building BlocksTM is a 10-week workshop series for nonprofit leaders who are serious 
about maximizing community impact. The interactive workshops provide an in-depth organizational 
assessment, and balance of instruction, case studies and group activities designed to help you 
strengthen your organization’s infrastructure, and position it for long term sustainability. You may 
participate in the entire series, or selected modules. For further information, contact Valerie F. 
Leonard at 773-521-3137 or valeriefleonard@msn.com
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The Chicago Public League chess 
championships were held last week and 
Whitney Young took home the title in 8-
board, while Lane Tech placed first in 5-
board competition. Marshall didn’t do well 
in the standings, coming in ninth place, but 
they’re improving and the students on the 
team are learning a lot from their exposure 
to the game of chess.

Many prep sports and activities help 
in a students overall development, but 
proponents of chess believe it is unparalleled 
as far as improving the cognitive abilities 
that are crucial to academic achievement. 
The critical thinking and strategizing it 
takes to win on the chessboard helps many 
students improve in the classroom as well.

One prime example is at Marshall 
high school where students on the chess 
team generally perform at a much higher 
level than the general student body. 

“There is something in chess that 
helps them prepare better for their studies,” 
said Marshall chess coach Joseph Ocol. 
“Chess helps students develop their ability to 
analyze and develop critical thinking skills, 
and it improves focus and concentration.”

Joshua Williams, a Marshall senior 
, has a 3.2GPA and scored 22 on the ACT 
(eight points higher than the school average 
of 14.) He attributes his score, at least in part, 
to things he learned from playing chess.

“Chess helps you focus better in 
school. It gives you an edge, and you won’t 
have the problem of a short attention span 
because the point of the game is to think and 
focus,” Williams said.

Williams also thinks his peers would 
benefit if they took up the game of chess .

“I would recommend that other 
students play chess. Maybe if they would 
learn some of the tactics that we apply in 
chess to their schoolwork they would get 
better academically,”  he said.

High school sports manager Isaac 
Curtis hosted the city championships and 
he too is a firm believer that chess helps 
students academically, especially when it 
comes to taking tests.

“Chess players probably have the best 
GPA’s in school. Chess helps them nurture 
their ability to think and analyze, and they 
are able to transfer that to an ACT or SAT 
test,” Curtis said.

The game of chess is also a very 
competitive sport. Cognitive abilities are 
developed and grades might improve, 
but it’s still the spirit of competition and 
winning that motivates a chess player to 
keep playing.

I’m a competitor,” said Marshawn 
Richards, a Marshall Sophomore who also 
plays baseball and runs track. “It really 
drives me because I want to go above and 
beyond - I want to challenge myself.”

“A lot of people don’t look at chess 
as a sport because there’s no physicality to 
it,” said Curtis.”But the mental part is just as 
tough as the physical.”

Participating in chess at Marshall has 
also had a positive impact on graduation 
rates and attending college. Marshall has 
had a chess team for five years and all the 
members of the team have graduated high 
school and attended college. One former 
student, Meelun McCray,  even represented 
a high school contingent of chess players at 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

With so much success as a result of 
chess it looks as if the game might start to 
catch on ,and being the smart “nerdy” kind 
of student will be in vogue.

“I’m like a quote-unquote nerd,” said 
Marshall sophomore Raygene Brice. “Being 
a nerd isn’t bad because there are two sides 
to it. Chess helps you think outside of the 
box - it broadens the way you think about 
things. And it’s fun thinking about how you 
can one-up somebody.”

Marshall Chess 
Building Mind Power

Todd Thomas

FROM PARIS WITH LOVE (**) 
“From Paris with Love” is essentially 
and predictably, a spy movie mixed into 
an action –buddy movie.  Jonathan Rhys 
Meyers plays James Reese who wants 
more than working at the US embassy as 
a diplomat go-fer who secretly does some 
espionage favors for the CIA to consider 
himself as a possible field agent.

But if Meyers’ character is bored 
with the political scene; He doesn’t make 
it apparent  via his Cambridge education 
and worldly knowledge while handling the 
ambassador’s agenda  and returning home 
to his beautiful, fashion designer, next 
door neighbor- French fiancé  Caroline 
(Kasia Smutniak).

However, after some minor  spy 
chores, Reese who suddenly gets his big 
chance from a cell phone call assigning 
him to pick up and chaperone one of their 
top agents involved in a custom dispute 
over a six pack of power drinks used to 
conceal arts to his favorite gun.

Enter; a bald headed goatee bearded 
John Travolta as the fearless trigger 
happy, wise-cracking, operative maverick 
Charley Wax who purposely misleads 
Reese into a drug bust in a Cantonese 
restaurant that supposedly involves a 
personal vendetta on drug lords in a drug 
related death of a US government officer’s 
daughter 

But through several video game 
styled, shootout escapades, Reese learns 
the unorthodox yet effective agent’s 
mission involves busting a terrorist 
net plotting to disrupt a U.S. – African 
delegation reception that along the way 
Reese discovers he’s indirectly a part of.

When Charlie discovers Reese 
has been under surveillance through spy 
photos and his apartment bugged that 
naturally leads the film’s only suspect 
as well as Reese’s disbelief -- his fiancé, 
Caroline that he must confront.

As Charlie is in highway car chase 
with the Pakistan terrorist leader driving 
a bobby trap car intended to blow up the 
African delegation on route to the Embassy. 
But when Reese realizes Caroline is not in 
that car. But instead she’s in disguise with 
a bomb strapped to her body. 

Which by the way, some how gets 
through the embassy’s security system 
that soon after halts Reese entry, because 

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

of a single gun in his pants.
When Reese does confront Caroline in 

the crowded room of politic power brokers 
and dignitaries; Reese does so thinking he 
can talk to the woman he deeply loves that 
might have feels for him, But still is under 
the illusion that she must “do something that 
matters” that leads Reese with an ultimate 
espionage spy decision to make for love or 
country.

From Paris with Love” is a fairly 
skimpy movie that is kept alive by Travolta’s 
escapades leading an unsuspecting Meyers 
to get his baptism under fire through the film. 
Of course, Travolta’s high energy, eccentric 
performance is the right counter point to the 
seriousness of the proceedings that makes 
this film more elementary than plausible 
yet entertaining enough. R; 92nmin. A 
Lionsgate Film Release =- Presented at 
selected theaters

WHEN IN ROME (*1/2) A silly 
romantic comedy farce with Kirsten Bell as 
a workaholic curator assistant who seems to 
be the most unlucky person when it comes to 
finding love in her world. Where everybody 
can find their mate. While Beth (Kristen 
Bell) tries to her misery into her work at an 
art exhibition reception. 

When her boyfriend who recently 
dumps her arrives at the reception. What is 
thought to be a proposal turns out to be a 
thank you speech for her workaholic ethics 
that helped him better appreciate his next 
new love. While Beth’s kid sister announces 
her wedding engagement to an Italian man 
she only has known for two weeks, but plans 
to wed in Rome.

This happens to be where Beth’s boss 
(Anjelica Huston) sends her to prepare a 
client’s next exhibition that gives Beth the 
opportunity to attend her sister’s wedding. 
Where he disillusionment toward love 
and romance leads to some bumbling 
moments. Where she receives some minor 
assistance from the groom’s guest. Nick 
(Josh Duhamel) an ex- pro football player 
whose on-field notoriety was being stuck by 
lightning during a game; who oddly begins 
to be infatuated by her in the fountain (Talk 
about being touched in the head, eh?)

The film becomes more ridiculous 
from its basic premise when a drunken Beth 
wanders into the Fountain of Love. Where 
she takes five coins from the fountain, 
recently tossed by five empty-to-lovesick 

guys who includes a sketch artist (Will 
Arnett), a street magician (Jon Heder) and 
a sausage magnate (Danny DeVito) among 
them become romantically obsessed with 
Beth that is little more creepy than funny.

Later, Beth is informed by her 
now married, kid sister that the guys are 
under a spell that can only be broken. If 
she return each coin to its rightful owner. 
But one of those coins, that is exactly a 
poker chip. Beth thinks belongs to the guy 
she does love-- Nick (who oddly enough 
loves her. Even though, for the life of me, 
I can’t figure out why?),

But because she’s been so jaded by 
her past relationships. Beth has as much 
trouble allowing love to come easy. As we 
have trouble watching her escapades. 

While Beth encounters awkward, 
almost stalker-like encounters with the 
love struck wannabe Lotharios who each 
make individual self discoveries that some 
how they each credit to Beth for indirectly 
helping them each see their lives clearer.

Almost at the same time Beth won’t 
allow herself to admit her love toward 
Nick.  Until she thinks the poker chip is 
casting a spell over Nick as the coins have 
the other guys who‘ve been chasing after 
her.

Beth believes the love Nick feel 
is from the effect of the coin. Therefore 
because of the coin, Beth ignores her 
woman’s intuition, Therefore, here we 
have a woman complaining about no love 
in her life who wants to push away her 
only real chance at happiness she might 
have.  Because of the coin, it doesn’t make 
Nick’s love unjust and not real to Beth.

Love is already confusing and 
complex at times as it is—in real life. 
Without the insertion of a mystical angle. 
This makes this romantic comedy more 
ridiculous than cute. I guess no one here 
has ever heard that it’s better to have 
love than to never love at all. Clearly this 
movie is for the desperate at heart. PG-13; 
91min. A Touchstone Pictures Release 
– Presented at selected theaters 

Jonathan Rhys Meyers and John Travolta in From Paris with Love

Kirsten Bell and Josh Duhamel in Whne in 
Rome

SOUL POWER (**1/2) Sort of a com-
panion piece to the 2001 sports documentary 
“When We Were Kings” that detail the inner 
events and human drama leading up to the his-
toric boxing championship title bout in Zaire, 
1974 between Muhammad Ali  versus George 
Foreman. 

Documentary filmmaker Jeffrey Levy-
Hinte worked from 12 hours of rare footage that 
has never been shown since it was shot 34 years 
ago. “Soul Power” chronicles while reconstruct-
ing the famous three day concert festival six 
weeks earlier prior to the “Rumble in the Jungle” 

ON VIDEO
Conceived and Reviewed by David H. Schultz

epic fight.
          While promoter Don King was 

busy preparing for his “greatest fighting event”. 
Former 50’s R&B singer Lloyd Price team with 
record producer Stewart Levine to co-produce 
this landmark concert extravaganza built from 
the ground up” that achieved its own place in 
history not unlike “Woodstock”.

In which several top American soul per-
formers on African soil to share and discover 
their roots through backstage and performance 
footage led by James Brown, The Spinners, Bill 
Withers , The Crusaders and B.B.King sharing 

the stage with Hugh Maskela, The Fania All 
Stars, Celia Cruz, and Big Black

Good restoration quality with some mem-
orable moments that includes Ali’s reflections on 
life in Zaire over the concrete jungle of  the U.S. 
and jokingly sparring in the ring with Philippe 
Soul Wynne of the Spinners. But we don’t feel 
enough of the scope and difficulty as much as we 
did the events leading to the Ali –Foreman fight, 
but it does serve  as a reference point to a differ-
ent place and time. PG-13; 93min. Sony Pictures 

See Video page 6
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May 17, 1954 during the Brown 
v. The Board Of Education court case, 
Supreme Court Justice Earl Warren ruled 
that segregation in the public school system 
is unconstitutional according to the 14th 
amendment. Therefore “There Will Be No 
More Segregation” amongst the public 
school systems in America. (See http://www.
archives.gov/education/lessons/brown-v-
board)

This decision was made based upon 
uniting young school boys and girls all 
around this country in order that they may 
receive an equal opportunity to be educated. 
However, with what has been exposed in our 
country is merely a mockery to the decision 
that was made as the school systems continue 

From Sistah To Sister: Diversity For Equality: Teaching the Youth Equally

to divide the youth with unequal education 
by means of segregating white schools, 
black schools, Asian schools and Latino 
schools all across American, which only 
adds to the injustice of segregation. Quietly, 
but vividly white schools receive the best 
teachers, best facilities, best books and the 
best funding while inner city public schools, 
which hold the majority of minority students 
continuously fall by the way side due to the 
imbalanced strategy that is currently being 
used in replacement of “Integration.”

http://www.catalyst-chicago.org/
notebook/index.php/entry/318/Illinois_
ranks_near_bottom_in_equal_education_
for_minorities)

Chicago is one of the most segregated 

cities in America, naming it’s neighborhood 
according to the ethnic background of the 
majority that resides. (See http://www.
blackchristiannews.com/news/2008/12/
chicago-named-americas-most-segregated-
city.html) There is Jew town, Ukrainian 
village, China town, etc. all in which are 
segregated based upon the race/ ethnicity of 
a people. So are the schools! The black kids 
go to school with the blacks, the white kids 
go to school with the whites, the Asian kids 
go to school with the Asians and the Latino 
kids go to school with the Latinos. Equally 
segregated by race, and unequally segregated 
by education. Together African American’s 
and Latino’s make up 92% of the population 
in Chicago public schools where only 8% 
of the children that go to Chicago public 
schools are white. If everyone would but just 
take a look at the numbers, it stands clear 
that something has gone wrong. (See http://
http://www.cityyear.org/chicago_ektid789.
aspx) The problem at hand is segregation--
the imbalanced results of failure has caused 
the Chicago Public School System and 
many school systems around the nation to 
deceive---which has become the tyranny of 
our nation leaving behind the legacy “Our 
Children Are The Future.” In an interview 
with David Schafer, acting Superintendent, 
and Chief of education and interpretation at 
the Brown v. Board of Education National 
Historic Site & Museum in Topeka Kansas, 
he makes clear that although the decision 
that was made in 1954’s Brown vs. The 
Board Of Education deemed that unequal 
education is unconstitutional, still there is a 
great need for equality in the public school 
systems nation wide by means of quality 
education, and equality of opportunity for 
African American teachers. This is why Mr. 
Schafer encourages all to visit the Brown v. 
Board of Education National Historic Site 

& Museum in Topeka 
Kansas, because it 
helps people to identify 
with the real story and 
as well helps our nation 
to understand the great 
need for equal education. (See http://http://
www.travelks.com/s/index.cfm?LID=3837) 
Perhaps because many aren’t educated 
about the results of Brown v.The Board 
Of Education, still the problem of unequal 
education stands before us, with Chicago 
being at the top of the list.

It was once said by a business man 
who met with former U.S. Secretary of 
Education William Bennett that “Chicago 
has the worst school system in our nation.” 
This was written in a report called “We Can 
Rescue Our Children” researched by Herbert 
J. Walberg, Michael J. Bakalis, Joseph L. 
Bast and Steven Baer. These devastating 
words were placed on record in 1987 and 
still, 22 years later we are forced to face this 
same reality. (See http://www.heartland.
org/books/PDFs/wecanrescue.pdf) How 
does a country claim justice, integration 
and equality when still the best of education 
is only given to a certain group of people? 
Where we have schools in the inner city of 
Chicago which calculate only 40% of the 
students as being scholastically in tune and 
the remaining 60% are statistically checked 
off as failures, something is indeed wrong. 
And still our nation provides high school 
diplomas to youth who can’t read on a 
high school or elementary school level. A 
re-evaluation of who is teaching the youth 
is mandatory. While Magnet Schools and 
Charter Schools have tried to integrate 
based on the race/ethnicity of the child, still 

See Diversity page 7

Tali Bakhit

For Additional Information Call Pastror Grant at 

(847) 201-8107

35 Openings(Wed) 30 Openings(Thurs)
35 Openings(Wed) STARTING FEBRUARY

10:30am- 2:30pm EVERYONE WELCOMED
FREE REFRESHMENTS

ROSE OF SHARON M.B. CHURCH
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

LAWNDALE AREA RESIDENTS

As the incident involving so-called 
American Christians trying to illegally 
steal some 30 Haitian children away from 
their earthquake-ravaged home—and in 
some cases, parents—continues to evolve, 
I was reminded of a time when I faced the 
prospect of losing my own son to the good 
“intentions” of strangers supposedly acting 
in the name of his “best interests.”

I went through 18 months of my 
life, six or seven judges, five court 
orders, countless court appearances and a 
lifetime of heartburn and heartache before 
convincing the state of North Carolina to 
release its custody of my then nearly two-
year-old son.

The state seized custody of him 

Lane chanGe: BeSt intereSt oF chiLdren 
reSideS with Parent(S) who Love theM

 
A Commentary BY TRAVLES R. LANE - the1tlane@yahoo.com

from his mother two months after his birth 
and spent 10 months delaying the paternity 
test I requested immediately afterward that 
eventually established my right to challenge 
their authority to keep him. Gaining custody 
of him was pure hell of an experience that 
no parent should have to endure.

It’s always that way when you are 
dealing with people who think God has 
granted them some special capacity to know 
what’s best for somebody else.

Anyway, Corey is 10 now and the 
happy joy of our little home on the West 
Side which is filled with the richness of the 
bond we share as a family of two.

 I briefly recount my experience here 
to put my two cents in about what these 

self-righteous, Bible perverting, arrogant 
American criminals assumed they were 
doing in snatching other folks’ kids away. 
Damn their good intentions! If indeed that 
is the true motive of their actions.

The poor of the world are not unfit 
to provide a wealth of love and care for 
their children simply because they lack 
material abundance. If you truly want to 
help destitute children, help their parents. 
When a poor child has loving parents who 
simply have not the means to provide 
basic care, if you really want to help, 
adopt the family.

That alone remains the best interest 
of any child.

Just a quick couple of comments 
before I go about the recent primary 
elections:  It seems state Senator Rickey 
Hendon got his man when he decided to 
take on his longtime political rival Art 
Turner in the Lieutenant Governor’s race. 
Hendon only polled 13.8 percent of the 
vote to Turner’s 22.3 percent. But had 
Hendon not entered the contest and those 
votes went instead to Turner, Turner, who 
finished second in the race, would have 
easily beat pawnbroker Scott Cohen, who 
won the Democratic primary with only 26 
percent of the ballots.

Also, congratulations to Cook 
County Presidential nominee Toni 
Precwinkle on her win Tuesday. If she 
wins in November, Chicago can then 
boast of having two light-skinned African 
American presidents. One who has no 
Negro dialect if he wants to and one who 
has no Negro dialect even if she wanted 
one. 

Classics Home Video; Available: Feb. 2
BLACK DYNAMITE (**)   Actor Mi-

chael Jai White initially invested his own money 
to make this movie this silly spoof on 70’s black-
exploitation movies that only achieves mod-
est room for amusement. White plays a macho 
minded ex-CUA agent and ladies man who set 
out to avenge his brother’s death against an array 
of kung fu masters, drug dealing pimps and the 
person behind it all –“The Man”

It’s lame stuff we’ve seen before and done 
funnier, even  with a cast of veteran comics like 
Arsenio Hall, Jimmie Walker and Tommy Da-
vidson who seem to spark little amusement from 
their improve type moments, But the cheapest 
shows through as much as the lack of wit and 
humor. RL 90 min. Sony Pictures Home Video; 
Available: Feb. 2

ZOMBIELAND (***)  With tongue 
firmly in cheek, this violent horror comedy od-
yssey where the ravenous undead are spreading 
from Washington D.C. across the country. Jesse 
Eisenberg plays the young, nerdy adult trying 
to reach Columbus Ohio. When he’s befriended 
by a snake skin jacket-wearing, kick-ass zombie 
slayer (Woody Harrelson) on route to Florida. 

Each thinking that the zombie plague 
hasn’t yet reach their state, When they begin a 
rocky relationship with two scheming sisters 
(Emma Stone and Abigail Breslin) who initially 
carjack them and eventually teams up on a cross 
country trek that lands them in a Hollywood 
mansion with a real live Bill Murray preparing to 
be a zombie and battle for survival at an amuse-
ment park plagued with hungry zombies.

There no subliminal them or message 
like in George Romero’s “Living Dead” series, 
“Zombieland” is a spirited and violent fun full of 
off beat humor, inside jokes and cheap referenc-
es to other movies that makes for an entertain-
ing appettizer.. R; 90min. Sony Pictures Home 
Video; Available: Feb. 2

 Also: Just in time to occupy the kids dur-
ing the Super Bowl: Disney’s “Air Bud: Golden 
Receiver -Special Edition arrives Feb.2…..From 
TV to Home Video:  “Army Wives”: The Com-
plete Third Season and “Gary Unmarried”: The 
Complete First Season, both arrives Feb. 

Video from page 5
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The	North	Lawndale	Community	News’

CLASSIFIED		MARKETPLACE
Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce? 

Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it     
 Here In the North Lawndale Community News

     Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

Don’s
Auto
Parts

Chicago     Westside HOMAN SQUARE 
APTS. WAITING LIST OPEN 2br $880-
3br$980 Tenant pays light &  gas. Section 
8 Welcome, Pick up application at 3607 W. 
Polk. Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 Sat 9:30-12:30 
pm 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 3 bdrms, 
newly renovated, carpeted, tenant pays util-
ities, 3500 W. Douglas Blvd. 3 floors avail-
able, call Ms. Barnes at 773 521-4977.
APARTMENT FOR RENT 2118 S. Keeler 
Nwly Rehabbed 2 BR Apts. $700-750 mo + 
sec, Sec.8, utilities not incl. 312-925-3164
APARTMENT FOR RENT 1917 S. 
Christiana. Deluxe 2BR one BA apt. cute 
blk near police station & Pink Line Kedzie 
stop. Greystone 2-flat, quiet bldg. Gut re-
habbed in 2006. Newly painted, hdwd flrs, 
dishwasher, laundry in unit.  No smok-
ers, no pets, $900/mo 1-1/2 mos. sec. Call  
773/620-4986
1807 S. ST. LOUIS.  Conveniently located 
near public transportation. Conveniently 
located near schools. 2 bedroom units 
starting at $725 /+1 month security. Call 
(773)960-3817
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in 
nice quiet building. Hardwood floors. $750 
monthly. Ave. Westside location. Contact 
Mr. Johnson at 708 837-8684
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS 
in nice quiet building. 13th & Troy. $800 
monthly. No Credit Check. One  Month 
rent and One Month Security Upon Move-
In. Third Floor Apt. Call 773 522-3409 or 
773 419-3892 for a Showing.
APT FOR RENT1500 S. Hamlin Unit#2  
3bdrm 1bth LR/DRhdwd flrs . Call 630-
625-2812. CHAC aprvd
APT FOR RENT 2 flat 3 bdrm 5900 W.est 
100 North. Appliances. Tenant pays $1095 
per month + 1 mo security. Call 708/539-
1730
ROOMS FOR RENT 2006 S. Pulaski 
$350/month. utilities included. Men Pre-
ferred. (773) 557-9421

FOR RENT

Barbers Wanted 
Westside Location. 

No rent 
Commission. For 
More Information 

Call
Mr. Jones at 

773-889-9811

BARBERS 
WANTED

LOOKING FOR A JOB OR A NEW CAREER?
8 Week Insurance Training Course.

FREE training get your state approved 
Insurance License.

Make up to $35,000 first year.  Marketing, Sales, State 
Laws,  General Knowledge  about the Insurance Profes-

sion.  Must be at least at least 18 years of age, and serious 
minded.  Limited seats. Must register ASAP.  Classes held 
2 days a week at Home of Life Church,  4650 W. Madison 

Avenue..Daycare available. 
Classes start  Tuesday, February 23, 2010  

For more Information Call:
773—557-9482 or773-287-3032

Become Smarter With Your Money
A FREE  Workshop

Attend a free workshop at  
1211 S Western Ave,  Suite 203, 

Chicago., IL 
Contact Veterans’ cause champion 

Virgil Mathis at 312-492-9090 
or by email at 

virgilmathis1@yahoo.com, 
or contact  Jim Hunt at

 224-422-0564 for details.

the criteria for getting into these 
schools leave behind the majority 
of inner city youth to fin for 
themselves in terms of a quality 
education. (See http://http://www.
publicschoolreview.com/school_
ov/school_id/23914 and http://
cbs2chicago.com/local/bradwell.
elementary.8th.2.1047246.html)

True diversity will never be 
given a chance if our youth are 
continuously segregated by race 
and education. From elementary 
school, middle school, high school 
and even on the college level, there 
are barriers put in place in order to 
keep “A Certain Group Of People” 
out. In remembering our ancestors, 
especial during the month of 

February which is “Black History 
Month,” the freedom struggle that 
was fought, still somewhat appears 
void. The modernized type of 
bondage and oppression which 
unfolds complicated to many inner 
city youth is blinding due to the 
many distractions of unhealthy 
foods in their neighborhoods 
blocking the mental, the mental 
block contributes to gang 
violence, the lack of integrity for a 
people leads to gangsta rap which 
contributes to the blinding of the 
importance of education and unity. 
The list goes on and on. But one of 
the most important factors in the 
imbalanced education system is the 
unqualified teachers that are being 
put in place who don’t have quality 

credentials to teach. All 
of the above are major 
contributions to a failed 
education system. Even 
with the Department 
of Educations recent 
proposal to change 
its Civil Rights Data 
Collection protocol there 
is still work to do. Getting 
the right people put in place to do 
the full job and not half of it would 
be a major means of getting the 
job done. The lack of diversity by 
way of unequal education is only 
one of the injustices that the world 
needs to take a look at in order 
to make change and as we take a 
closer look at these issues during 
the month of “Black History,” still 
we come to the conclusion that 
there is much work that needs to be 
done. What will your contribution 
be, as a positive resolution is well 
needed?

“The cost of liberty is less 
than the price of repression.”

Quoted by W.E.B. Dubois: 
(African American Scholar, 
Sociologist and Civil-Rights 
Leader,1868-1963)

For more information about 
the Brown v. Board of Education 
National Historic Site & Museum 
in Topeka Kansas log on to 
http://www.travelks.com/s/index.

cfm?LID=3837
For more information on 

Brown v. The Board Of Education 
log on to http://www.archives.gov/
education/lessons/brown-v-board/

For more information on 
Chicago Public Schools log on to 
http://www.cps.edu

For more on equal education 
log on to www.equaleducation.
org.za/ 

Tali Bakhit is a visionary 
journalist, writer, entrepreneur, and 
owner of her own company Bon-
chic Productions.  Born and raised 
in the inner city of Philadelphia, 
she knows the struggles that 
young African American sisters go 
through on the everyday basis.  As 
a writer for the the North Lawndale 
Community Newspaper, Tali has 
made a loyal commitment to give 
back to the Sisters and prove yes 
we can all get along and create a 
since of loyalty.  Peace & Light My 
sisters. 

Diversity from page 6

LEGAL NOTICE
A Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An 
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed 
Business Name in conduct or transaction of 
Business in the State,” as amended, that a 
certification was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of Cook County 
under file no. D10120598 on February 5, 
2010 under the Assumed Name of  Shades 
of Beauty with the business located 3940 
W. 21st St., 3rd Fl., Chicago, IL 60623. 
The true name and residence address of the 
owner is Seprina Redmond, 3940 W. 21st 
St., 3rd Fl., Chicago, IL 60623. 
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INTERSTATE
Muffler	&	Automotive	Repair

21��	South	Pulaski	
(corner	of	Cermak	&	Pulaski)

Chicago

���-�22-0122


