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NLCP Baseball Team Dedicates Season To Melvin Choice
Todd Thomas

Danny K. Davis demonstrates the final stages of bowel
movement during the paly Poop Happens.

Teachers from Dvoral Academy (l-r) Carrene Beverly
Bass(8th), Steven Space(LSC), Toni Minter (7th) and
Cherise Stanford (6th)

Kids enjoying the Earth Revealed Exhibit - Bangs,
Flashes and Fire show.
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North Lawndale College Prep baseball has dedicated
their season to Melvin Choice, one of the three students who
lost their lives in the tragic boating accident that took place
on a student retreat in November.  Choice was an outstanding
ballplayer for the team and as a three-year player, the junior
was poised to be the leader of the team.

“This is gonna be my team,” Choice told Head Coach
Brandon Lenore, before the season started.

And he surely would have been an integral part of the
team. Lenore points out that Choice played outfield, third
base, and pitched, in addition to being one of the best hitters
on the team. However, it was his enthusiasm and personality
that most impressed his coach.

“Melvin was our leader. He gave so much to our team,
not just with athletic ability but with his spirit,” said Lenore.
“He made the incoming freshmen feel welcome - he made a
difference. His whole spirit and everything about him made
a difference.”

The young Phoenix ballclub is made up of almost all
sophomores and freshmen, playing at the varsity level. They
have one senior, backcatcher Lawrence Skinner, who is a
major contributor. But the other senior, basketball standout
Jonathan Mills won’t continue to play as he begins to prepare
himself for the academic and athletic rigors that soon await

NLCP BASEBALL TEAM DEDICATES SEASON TO MELVIN CHOICE
Todd Thomas

NLCP Phoenix baseball holding the jersey of Melvin Choice.See NLCP page 7

Chicago is one of four finalist
cities competing to host the 2016
Olympic Games. If Chicago is
chosen, the Olympic Games would
be held from July 22 to August 7,
2016, with the Paralympics held
between August 12 and August 28,
2016. Other cities that are being
considered include Madrid, Spain;
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and Tokyo,
Japan. The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) will make the
final selection on October 2, 2009,
in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Chicago’s bid plan is unique in
that it depends upon the use of
existing facilities such as the United
Center, Soldier Field and
McCormick Place. The plan also
emphasizes the use of Chicago Park
District parks, including
Washington Park, Burnham Park,
Lincoln Park, Douglas Park and

2016 Olympics in Chicago: THE WEST SIDE STORY
Valerie F. Leonard

Grant Park to host sporting events.
Celebration locations include
Lincoln Park, Grant Park, Douglas
Park and the Midway Plaissance
(University of Chicago).  You may
download the Chicago 2016 Bid
Book at http://
www.chicago2016.org/our-plan/
bid-book.aspx to review the entire
plan.

Chicago 2016 has
commissioned an independent study
to quantify the economic effects the
Olympics and Paralympic Games
would have upon on the State of
Illinois and the City of Chicago. The
results indicate that the Olympic
Games would generate $22.5 billion
of incremental economic activity in
the State of Illinois between 2011
and 2021. This includes $4.8 billion
in planning and construction costs,
and $17.7 billion in capital

expenditures, operating expenses
and incremental visitor
expenditures. This translates into
approximately $2 billion per year
over 11 fiscal years. Of this amount,
$13.7 billion would be spent in the
City of Chicago. (The current State
operating budget is around $53
billion and the current City
operating budget is around $5
billion). It is not clear how much of
the $4.8 billion construction costs
could be potentially be
supplemented by TIF funds and
other public subsidies. The study
also indicates that the Olympics will
create 315,000 “job-years” (the
equivalent of one full year of work
for 315,000 people or
approximately 28,000 people per
year on average) between 2011 and
2021. You may download the full

See 2016 page 5
Rendering: Proposed Douglas Park Olympic BMX Track. Source: Chicago 2016
Olympic Bid Book

Thanks to Ben Montgomery of
Congressman Danny K Davis’
office who has to be one of the best
organizers that I have ever come in

DO YOU REMEMBER THE TIMES: A Day with Danny and Dvorak
Calvin C. Crayton

contact with North Lawndale
Community News was invited to
join Congressman Davis as he
joined students from Beasley

Magnet Academy, Dvorak
Technology Academy, Spencer
Math & Science Academy, and May
Elementary School as they toured

the Museum of Science and
Industry, Adler Planetarium and the

See   Dvorak page 7



THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS April 23 - April 29 , 2009Page 2

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Date:  May 21, 2008
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:  CALL
312.492.9090

Writers’ Meetings!!

Looking for life 
insurance? 

Eric J Lindsay Agency
3708 W Roosevelt Rd

Chicago, IL 60624-4228
(773) 638-1700

elindsay@amfam.com

 
Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Life Insurance Company 

  

Circulation Verification Council is a third party
agency that audits and verifies our circulation which is

currently at 15,000 issues per publication.
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weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to
help inform our community on resources, events, and issues
relevant to them and our neighboring communities. Our
community includes those who live, work, worship in, and/
or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive,
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our
community members.
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HEALTH & THE ECONOMY
One of the major issues of the recent presidential campaign

was health care. Health care costs have become an escalating
burden for employers and consumers alike. Research has
shown that total health spending is reduced when consumers
bear more responsibility for their health and the expenses
related to it. One of the best ways to increase life expectancy
while reducing disability is to encourage a culture of self-
care practices.

Self care is personal health maintenance. It is the care
taken by individuals towards their own health and well being.
Self care includes the actions individuals take in their role as
care givers for their children, their families, and others to
stay fit and to maintain good physical, mental, and spiritual
health.

Extreme self care means making choices and decisions that
honor our soul in everyday living. It means feeding ourselves
whole foods, moving our bodies every day, balancing silence
with activity, and surrounding ourselves with supportive, like-
minded people who are committed to improving or restoring
health and uplifting the quality of their lives as well.

More than 75% of people surveyed in the United Kingdom
said if they had guidance or support from a professional or
peer they would feel far more confident about taking care of
their own health.  Research shows that supporting self care
can improve health outcomes and increase patient satisfaction.
Our intention is to support individuals, families, institutions,
and communities in their efforts to practice extreme self care.
During 2009, the North Lawndale Community News focuses
on cost-effective ways you can improve your health by
practicing self care.

The Economy has made itself the number one issue with
gas prices reaching almost $5.00 per gallon and having a
domino effect on everything else sold, except housing stock
which experienced a terrible decline with the high rate of
foreclosures. The Chicago metropolitan area reported 5,821
new foreclosure filings in December, a foreclosure rate of
one new foreclosure filing for every 499 households — more
than twice the national average. That brought the area’s fourth
quarter foreclosure total to 16,949 and its 2006 foreclosure
total to 57,706, according to Realty Trac.

Even transportation on the CTA went on the rise with one day
passes increasing by seventy-five cents and monthly passess
increased by $10.00 from $75.00 to $85.00. Those are just a
few of the increases.

The North Lawndale Community News this year is
expanding on last years financial focus to give attention to its
broader parent the economy. Saving and making smarter
shopping decisions will help stop us losing through wasteful
choices. Finding new ways to increase our income is a necessity
for many in an area where gentrifrication is not going to stop.

One of the hardest things to change is behavior. Modifying
behavior seems to be easy when it comes to pain.  Social pain
lack of money has to be extreme for many to change. 2009
should be different for many and of course many will continue
toward economic mistakes and financial ruin.

But in today’s information society there is no excuse for not
making smart choices. Financial literacy alone is not enough. Look
what happened to Lehman Brothers and what’s happening to many
other financial institutions let alone individuals, families. and small
businesses.

Solutions come to the internet, books, economic experts,
financial counselors and experts, the media and your economical
neighbors.

The North Lawndale Community News will tap into resources
and share them with you, our reader. So to help you improve your
health and your economy keep reading The North Lawndale
News. We say yours because some may not modiy their behavior,
except when the pain comes and still some won’t change.. Your
imput is also welcome  If you have some information that is
beneficial please submit it. Let’s make smarter health and
economic moves for life in 2009.

Support
Strategic Human Services

and
The North Lawndale
Community News

Send Your Donation to:
Strategic Human Services

1211 S. Western , Suite 203
Chicago, Illinois 60608

312 492-9090 or
Donate using our website: www.nlcn.org
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Governor Pat Quinn recently released his
proposed capital improvement plan for fiscal
2010 to address Illinois’ need for a large-scale
public works program.   With a theme of Illinois
Jobs Now!, the $26.5 billion plan will leverage
federal Stimulus funds to help jump-start the
economy and support the creation or retention
of 340,000 Illinois jobs.  This is what Governor
Quinn describes as the first critical step on the
state’s road to economic recovery. The proposed
allocation of the capital budget is summarized
below:

Note:  Dollar figures represent millions.  For

process.  The Governor and his staff are to be
commended for their ability to assemble such a
plan in a relatively short time frame within the
current political and economic environment.  I
appreciate the fact that the Speaker of the House
and members of the Illinois Legislature are
making this a priority.

I agree wholeheartedly that the State of
Illinois needs a capital improvement plan that is
designed to put people to work—quick, fast and
in a hurry.  However, I am equally—if not more—
concerned with the implementation of the capital
plan being coupled with comprehensive outreach

among our students; limited opportunities for
African American children to attend schools that
adequately prepare them for living wage jobs after
graduating from high school; African Americans’
limited access to the trade unions; need for greater
transparency in the State’s procurement and hiring
processes; and the need for more effective
advocacy on the part of African American elected
officials, business leaders and members of the
nonprofit sector.

I recommend that the capital improvement
plan include funding to conduct a comprehensive
study, work plan and compliance plan to ensure
that African Americans are proportionately
represented in state employment, contracts and
access to union jobs.  A great model may be found
by looking at the Hispanic Employment Plan of
2006, which was enacted by an Executive Order
from former Governor Blagojevich
(www.state.il .us/cms/download/pdfs/
HispanicPlan2006.pdf).  This model lays out
hiring goals to ensure that Hispanic residents
are adequately represented on the State’s payroll,
and that persons whose jobs require the ability
to speak English and Spanish are adequately
compensated for that knowledge.    A copy of the
2007 report may be downloaded at
www.state. i l .us/cms/download/pdfs/
HispanicPlan2007.pdf.

A great resource for the implementation of a
comparable plan for African Americans is Ms.
Jeri Blakely.  Ms. Blakely is a retired EEO officer
from one of the State agencies, and continues to
advocate for equal opportunities for women and
minority contractors.

I would also recommend that the State
appropriate funds for the planning and
construction of a new Washburn Trade School
on the West Side of Chicago—preferably in
North Lawndale, Austin or Garfield Park.  The
State should take the lead in assembling a public
private partnership comprised of representatives
from the University of Illinois and other State

Agencies, Chicago City Colleges, Chicago Public
Schools, local trade unions, businesses and
community-based organizations to develop plans,
conduct community outreach and build the
school. The curriculum should include courses
in green technology, manufacturing, technology,
in addition to the traditional construction trades.

Finally, I recommend that the appropriations
bill include language for community benefits,
including provisions for transparency, local hiring
and targets for contracts awarded to African
Americans.  A good example is the Chicago 2016
Community Benefits Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) that was developed in the
event that Chicago is successful in its bid to host
the 2016 Olympics.  There are provisions to
include publicly-funded contracts in a database
that may be accessed on the Internet.  Chicago
2016 also seeks to award 40% of Olympics
contracts to minorities, women, people with
disabilities and veterans.  The State of Illinois
will provide oversight of the contracting process
and provide quarterly reports of progress towards
the economic development goals and objectives
of Chicago 2016.

It is my sincerest hope that the Governor can
implement a capital plan that is responsive to
the need to create jobs now, and provides for
capacity building over the long term. A copy of
the capital budget may be downloaded at
www.budget.il l inois.gov/documents/
FY2010CapitalBudget.pdf.

The Governor’s proposal will take effect July
1, 2009, subject to approval by the Illinois House
and Senate.  I encourage you to read the capital
budget, as well as the operating budget for
yourself.  If there are things that you would like
to see changed, please do not hesitate to call or
write your state representative, state senator or
the Governor.  Reading and analyzing the State’s
operating and capital budgets would also make a
civic engagement project for students, churches
and community based organizations.

Making Illinois Jobs Now! Work for Us
Valerie F. Leonard

Illinois Jobs Now! Capital Plan by Component 

  Unit of Government/Program Providing Funds 

Purpose State Federal Local 
(City/County)  

Stimulus Total 

Multiyear Road Program  $     1,898   $ 
7,499  

 $  
725  

--   $        10,122 

Road and Bridge Programs   
3,000  

--  --    
936  

             3,936  

Education   
2,546  

--    
1,600  

  
25  

             4,171  

Environmental/Energy/Technolog   
506  

  
1,023  

  
50  

  
375  

             1,954  

Transportation   
1,520  

  
3,020  

--    
564  

             5,104  

State Facilities   
251  

  
15  

--  --                   266  

Economic Development   
875  

--  --    
97  

                 972  

Total  $   10,596   $     11,557   $          2,375   $       1,997   $        26,525  

 

example, $1,898 million for the Multiyear Road
Program translates into $1,898,000,000 ($1.8
billion).  Another example is $506 million
($506,000,000) allocated for Environmental/
Energy/Technology.

After reviewing the plan I found it to be
practical, comprehensive and aggressive in its
attempt to touch every major quality of life sector.
The document is easy to read and provides
excellent guides for those of us who are not
familiar with the budgeting and appropriations

and capacity building in the African American
community.  While our country’s economic crisis
has wreaked havoc on all segments of our society,
African Americans continue to absorb a
disproportionate share of the pain.  African
American contractors and employees are
underrepresented with respect to state
construction contracts and jobs.

This condition is compounded by a number
of factors, including the need to reinforce
principles of self-determination and responsibility

Source:  Illinois Jobs Now! 2010 Capital Plan
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April 13th, the Revered Jesse Jackson, Sr.
spoke on student affordability with University
of Chicago Vice President of Civic
Engagement, Ann Marie Lipinski at the Max
Palevsky Cinema in Hyde Park. The civil
rights activist is lobbying for lower interest
rates on federal student loans.  He argued, “It
seems to me that if banks can get zero to one
percent money, students should be able to get
zero to one percent money.”

Jackson’s campaign for lower student
interest rates is apropos considering the state
of the student loan market. The US
Department of Education recently reported
that the default rate on loans will be the
highest ever at 6.9% for the year 2007.  That’s
up from 4.6% 2005.  According to the College
Board, a non-profit examination board,
students borrowed $19 billion in private
student loans for 2007-2008 school year.
After accounting for inflation, that is six times
more than ten years before. Students are facing

Jesse Jackson Stands Up for
Student Affordability

Krista Christophe

steep monthly loan payments coupled with
interest rates. Interest rates for subsidized
Stafford loans for undergraduate students
are now 6%. PLUS Loans (designed for
parents) are 8.5%.

Jackson echoed the difficulty of
paying student loans with the example
of President Obama and First Lady
Michelle Obama. “[President Obama]
just finished paying all his student loans
two years ago.  They’re done because
of the book.  If not for the book, they
would be in the White House being
hounded by Sallie Mae.”

Although the discussion was centered on
college affordability, Jackson’s most poignant
moment during the discussion was his
recollection of Election Day 2008 in Grant
Park. Lipinski questioned Jackson on what
was going through his mind during his public
display of emotion. “It was the joy of the
moment,” Jackson explained, “and the
journey and the yearning for those who could
that couldn’t be there…President Obama ran
the last leg of a fifty-four year race. Medgar
Evers, Emmett Till…we were able to
democratize democracy and make democracy
more accessible to people.”

The Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, a non-
profit civil rights organization founded by
Jackson, provides scholarships to students
annually, but realized their $5,000 gifts did
little to combat the growing price of college
educations. The extreme costs to these
students spurred Jackson to pressure the
federal government to lower interest rates for
those paying back student loans. Rainbow/
PUSH has created www.reducetherate.org to
inform the public of their plan to increase
college affordability.

Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. contemplates a question
while sitting with moderator, University of Chicago
Vice President Ann Marie Lipinski  Photo by Eric
Guo.JPG

I reported on the fire on the 1600 block
of South Homan last week. As I finished
my story and emailed it to the paper, I felt
good about what I’d said to the community
and about the community. But, as fate would
have it, it was short lived. The morning of
April 12, at 3: 15 a.m., I was once again
disturbed by the sound of fire trucks and
emergency vehicles on my block. I couldn’t
believe it! The same
building that had
been firebombed a
few days before was
burning again. This
time as I stood out
front in amazement I
noticed that I’d
quoted the wrong
address in my article.
The address is
actually 1658 S.
Homan and this time the rear apartment on
the first floor was the target.

In my first article about this building I
attempted to make a statement that possibly
would lead to some serious thought about
the condition of our community. I also tried
to inform the community of the need to
watch those who would destroy not only
property, but lives as well. And, after the
reality that the same element which caused
the first fire felt comfortable enough to
bomb the building a second time, I am awed.
I spoke with Mr. R. Peterson who stated,
“It’s going to get worse before it gets better.
That’s why I’m moving in May”.

Mr. J. Brown agreed saying , It started
already as soon as it got warm
outside…”Still, I will appeal to those in the
community who want no part of the gang

and drug activity that now plagues us. I need
everyone on the 1600 South Homan block
to understand that the problems in our
community have not come from without. It
is not a virus that blew in on the north wind.
It is an internal problem that has been born
and reared in our households. The
organizations that threaten or community
does not live outside of our community.

Instead, they walk
out of our houses
and apartments
everyday. They live
with you and me on
a daily basis. They
are our loved ones,
our children, our
siblings, and in
some cases, our
parents. We can live
in denial until the

summer comes and bodies start dropping.
We can say that our child is a good child
and that he or she is not involved in
negativity. But are we really keeping tabs
on our children, or are we allowing the
streets to raise them.

I can’t condemn anyone or blame those
who are doing the best they can to eat. But I
will say that this cycle is destined to repeat
itself if we don’t fight for change. If we don’t
step in before this kind of behavior becomes
more of the norm, we will lose not just
property, but also our most valuable
resource; our children. It is important to
remember that the children that die are our
children, and the children that kill are our
children, and ultimately the children that go
to prison for killing our children are our
children.

North Lawndale Fire
FOLLOW-UP

Charles A. Davis

If we don’t step in before this
kind of behavior becomes more
of the norm, we will lose not just

property, but also our most
valuable resource; our children.

Shedd Aquarium on April 16, in order to highlight the need for increased Federal funding for science education.
What started out for me as a day in which I would be covering what I considered a routine story turned out to be a

trip down memory lane. I did not see a congressman on some political agenda but a man with a genuine passion for
children and the expansion of their minds even to the point where he actually did the final scene in Poop Happens a
play  which  demonstrated how the body breaks down food from start to finish it was the most educating example of the
body I have ever seen and the children retained every bit of info because they were included in the play, It is a must for
every parent child outing. Then the children were escorted to the earth revealed exhibit and saw how chemistry plays
a part in our lives in the show Bangs Flashes and Fire again the children were allowed active participation.

We departed the M. S. I. and headed toward Adler Planetarium I listened as numerous children spoke of how they
wanted to return and I could see in how much they were enjoying themselves and learning at the same time. At the
planetarium they were treated to a dazzling show called Cosmic Collisions which made the crowd feel as though they
were in outer space as scientific theory of how the moon was made was demonstrated.

As we walked from the planetarium to the Shedd  I watched 6th , 7th, and 8th graders that were carrying themselves
as young ladies and men and I realized that the teachers I was around Carrene Beverly-Bass 8th Grade, Toni Minter-7th

Grade, Cherise Stanford 6th Grade and Steven Space Community Rep for Local School Council were not only teachers
but were educators of life as they constantly reminded students of their hats and their clothes and at the same time
quizzing them on exhibits. and maintaining discipline.

At this time I have to give a shot out to Ben Montgomery and his coworkers because everything moved along with
precision. At the Shedd the kids were able to interact with a Boa up close and personal. As I watched Congressman
Davis interact with these children and share their learning experience I thought to myself that the Federal Government
would have to have Brain Cramps not to increase funding for these vital institutions but however parents spending an
afternoon with your children at these Institutions as Congressman Davis did is priceless.

Dvorak from front page
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I was visiting my grandmother last summer
on a Saturday in July when my youngest
daughter ran in excitedly to tell me that a ‘March
Against Violence’ parade led by ’Youth On The
Move’ leader Isaiah Brandon had just ended at
a park. She told me to find the letter I had written
against violence and she ran to give it to the
very young and community-wise Mr. Brandon.
He then suggested I read my own letter aloud
to the somewhat medium crowd of people that
gathered in the park to commune with each other
and barbecue after the march. 

I was handed a bullhorn and I began to speak
as Mr. Brandon held my letter up for me to read.
When I was I through, I could see out of the
corner of my eye that a woman was slowly and
carefully making her way towards me. She faced
me, held her hand out to shake my hand and
said, “Hi, I heard your speech. My name is
Germaine and my son was murdered a few years
ago. My [son’s] name is Kenny.”

I did not think I could ever become
immediately emotional the way I had that
Saturday afternoon to a complete stranger. My
chest heaved a little, as I tried not to cry. I told
her I was sorry she lost her son and that I felt
bad. She was still holding my hand and told me
not to feel bad. I could not help it, looking
directly into a face not hiding pain; this mom of
a son killed by gun violence. Her face seemed
permanently sorrowed. She had dried tear stains
on her right cheek and beneath her wide eyes
which were ready to tear up again.

Miss Germaine began to tell me how her
life became fractured. She spoke about how she
could have opened her eyes more and paid
closer attention to her belated son Kenny. (I‘m
sure she did the best she could.) As painful as
his death was for her and her family, she was
not going to wear a ‘rest in peace’ shirt with her
son’s face on it.

Personally, I feel certain others, are not
wearing those R. I. P. t-shirts in the right spirit;

He Is Not Coming Home
Prose by Robbin F. Jefferson

See Coming  page 7

It just seems to glorify the results of vengeful
tag team shootings and it also screams “who’s
next?” At that very moment, I wondered about
her painful life. Was she living? As if she read
my mind, she went on to speak about how she
was getting back on track with herself and her
family. After listening to her, I realized
Germaine’s son Kenny did not die in vain.
Kenny has a cousin (Miss Germaine’s nephew)
who lives his life to the fullest in light of the
fact that Kenny did not get to.  Her nephew lives
as productively as possible, trying out for every
sport to keep busy - and the most sweetest of
all: supporting his aunt in just about every march
and event against violence, possible. Amen.   

Before I could leave, Miss Germaine
pointed out a woman whose son was also killed
by gun violence and she called the woman over
to me. She was very young. From a distance,
the woman looked like a child herself.

Just like Miss Germaine before her, she held
out her hand to shake my hand and introduced
herself. The woman said softly, but bluntly, “Hi,
my name is Shavonne and my son Shaun was
shot eighteen times to his death over a girl.” I
gave her a hug. Wow. How did I simply take for
granted that anyone involved in the ‘March
Against Violence’ actually lost a loved one to
violence? Duh! I was just grateful for the little
time I gave in support of the brokenhearted
parents and families.  

Miss Shavonne’s story is one of total
frustration. Shaun was murdered by a

‘Gross Lack Of Justice’. Period. Reportedly,
the killer of Shaun had already murdered five
to six people. (This is what happens mostly in
all “da hoods” where no one speaks up or
“snitch” until it happens to their family.  Then it
is no longer called snitching, but doing the right
thing. These practices enable criminals to break
us disable and break us down. Silence is

study from http://www.chicago2016.org/
Portals/0/Press_Releases/Chicago 2016
Economic Impact Analysis.PDF

A number of groups and individual
citizens have argued against Chicago hosting
the Olympics for a variety of reasons,
including the following: the potential of
Olympic venues to permanently destroy the
character of some of Chicago’s landmark
parks; the potential to effectively displace
low-moderate income African American
residents; the notion that Chicago and
Illinois would be better off investing money
in schools, roads and bridges; and the fact
that neither Chicago or the State is in a
financial position to provide financial
guarantees in the event Chicago 2016 cannot
finance the entire costs of the Olympics.

While there are a number of compelling
reasons for and against Chicago hosting the
Olympics, the purpose of this article is to
share Chicago 2016’s plans for the West
Side, based upon information found in their
bid book. I encourage you to read as much
as you can about the Olympics and speak
with elected officials, members of Chicago
2016 and the Chicago 2016 Community
Advisory Committee so you may make
informed judgments.

The Chicago 2016 Olympic bid calls for
Chicago-based Olympic venues to take place
in 5  regions—Lincoln Park, the Douglas
Park District, Olympic Waterfront, Lake
Michigan Sports Complex, and the South
Shore Olympic Park (Washington Park).  For
the purposes of this article, I will focus on
the Douglas Park District, which consists of
Douglas Park, the United Center and UIC
Pavilion.

Indoor and outdoor cycling activities will
be held at Douglas Park.  The outdoor
cycling events will occur on an outdoor track
just north of Ogden Avenue and south of the

Field House.  The
temporary BMX Track
will hold 10,000 people
and cost $9.6 million to
construct. Development
of the temporary venue
will apparently require
replacing the existing golf
course with a lagoon, and
the use of land on the
northeast corner of Ogden
Avenue and Albany.
(Although the installation

of the lagoon would not be considered a
restoration, it should be
noted that Douglas
Park’s original
landscape included a
lagoon on the south side
of the Field House (Boat
House)). The indoor
cycling events will
occur in a new
velodrome to be
constructed between
Collins High School and
the northwest side of the
Field House.  An

outdoor swimming pool currently occupies
the site. The $37.1 million velodrome will be

a permanent fixture,
and could
accommodate up to
6,000 people.

The basketball
finals, gymnastics
events and handball
finals will be held at
the 21,700 seat
United Center
(Chicago Arena).
The cost of hosting
these events is $8.8
million, and
includes overlays

and equipment for all of the events.

 2016 from front page
The boxing events will be held at the

10,000 seat UIC Pavilion.  The $2.7 million
cost includes a temporary overlay to adapt
the facility to host boxing events.

Chicago 2016 and the Chicago Park
District will host a community planning
meeting at Douglas Park on Saturday, May
2, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon to
discuss permanent plans for the use of the
velodrome after the Olympics.  If you have
any questions, please contact Mr. Arnold L.
Randall, Director of Neighborhood Legacy,
Chicago 2016, at 312-784-6034, or
arandall@chicago2016.org

Other Resources
2016 Chicago Urban League Olympic

Study
If Chicago wins its bid to host the 2016

Olympic Games, what would the Games
mean economically for the African-
American community?

http://www.thechicagourbanleague.org/
723210105203618617/site/default.asp

Metropolitan Planning Council Olympic
Data Book

In coordination with the 2016 Fund for
Chicago Communities, during the summer
of 2008 MPC collected, analyzed and
mapped current data for communities that
stand to be the most affected if Chicago
were to host the Olympic Games in 2016.
MPC encourages these communities (which
include North Lawndale and East Garfield
Park) and other stakeholders to use this data
to evaluate and prioritize potential
community revitalization strategies and
investments.

h t tp : / /www.metroplanning.org /
articleDetail.asp?objectID=4812&keyword=olympics

No Games Chicago
No Games Chicago is a diverse group

of citizens who have come together to
oppose the Chicago bid for the 2016
Olympics. They are building a multi-issue
coalition.

http://nogames.wordpress.com/

Rendering:  Douglas Park Olympic Velodrome.
Source:  Chicago 2016 Olympic Bid Book

Rendering:  Chicago Arena Gymnastics Venue
(United Center). Source:  Chicago 2016 Olympic
Bid Book

Rendering:  Olympic boxing at the UIC Pavilion.
Source:  Chicago 2016 Olympic Bid Book
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EARTH (**1/2) “Earth” is an awesome
spectacle that is monumental in its scope. The
film comes from the same filmmaking team that
did the stunning documentary-series, “Planet
Earth.” The series seemed to cry out to be seen
on the big screen rather than television. Still, this
movie seems like a pamphlet compared to the
aforementioned miniseries.  It marks a genre
subsidiary labeled “Disney Nature.”

The combination of those two works is a
reunion of sorts that marks Disney’s official
cinematic return to those “true-life adventure”
nature films that the studio’s founder pioneered
during the 1950s and 60s.   Many of those films,
like the 1954 Oscar winning “The Vanishing
Prairie,” were in some ways ahead of their time.
The filmed indicated moments that reflected a
conscious concern for endangered species and
mankind’s influence on the environment.

This fact is pinpointed throughout the drama.
The scenery was emphasized by James Earl
Jones’ narration.  “Earth” is the series’ first foray
dealing animal inhabitants on the planet’s
surface. Next year, the filmmakers will take us
beneath to the undersea world.

The British film crew documents a year
around three species: polar bears, humpback
whales, and the African elephant. Climate change
affects their food supply and their existence.

The film begins in January at the Arctic
Circle with the emergence from a snowy
mountain slope; a mother polar bear and her two
month old cubs begin their journey for food.
Their father is already involved in a 2,000 mile
trek to the sea ice to find herds of seals for food
to take back to his family. His task becomes
difficult because of the melting ice glaciers.  In
April, life returns to the warming north, where
massive herds of caribous gallop along the
coastal waters. Hungry white wolves shadow
them for food.

One of several amazing “time lapse”
photography scenes captures the forestry leaves

changing their seasonal colors, as well as the growth
of rare plants and species in the tropics blending
around forty-two types of rare exotic birds in New
Guinea .

There are a few (but not enough for kids)
amusing scenes captured. The bird of paradise
house cleaning in his tree and offers an impressive
dance in hopes of luring a date and a group of spider
monkeys trying to wade through the water without
getting their arms wet.

The film then shifts to the African elephants
and their migration during the dry season. The
mother elephant tries to reach their goal of food
while trying to closely guards her infants from the
hungry lions who are forced to sit alongside them.

Though the narrator hardly mentions man’s
influence on the environment, the evidence is clear
through the  filmmakers’ amazing aerial pictorial
of the landscape from each global spot that shows
the deterioration of the surface and the challenges
for the wildlife that has disrupted their “cycle of
life.” Throughout the film, the filmmakers capture
amazing acts of nature through their violence
without graphically showing the blood. For
instance, there’s the slow motion footage of the
Great White Sharks devouring seals above the sea
waters in Antarctica.

Still, the script’s insipid dialogue (that was
originally done by Patrick Stewart) hasn’t been
upgraded and lacks emotional attitudes that could
allow certain vocal flexibility. This was achieved
by Morgan Freeman in his narration for “March of
the Penguins.” Those kinds of moments don’t
happen enough to elevate Jones’ true and tested
style.

This is the film’s biggest stumbling block and
it numbs the viewer’s mind rather than making them
aware of the breathtaking and immensely beautiful
movie amidst the harsh realities we all need to
should be concerned about. Delivered in sweeping
pageantry that makes full use of its advanced
technology and crisp and clear photography, “Earth”
never comes across as preachy.

G; 92min. A Walt Disney Pictures Release –
Presented at selected theaters

FIGHTING (*1/2)  “Fighting” is a weak action
movie that is so routinely familiar that the punches
that are supposde to pack a wallop are barely enough
to keep the film from being as mundane and
predicable as it is.

As some sort of man of mystery who’s a “big
lug” and can’t shake his past; Shawn MacArthur
(Channing Tatum) is a small town southern boy
who has arrived in New York with a desire “to make
lots of money.” However, it turns out his boxing
skills are better than his street hustling ability.

Shawn unknowingly tries to sell fake Harry
Potter books that yields him a love interest in a
club waitress, Zulay Valez (Zulay Henao), a single
parent living with her nosy grandmother. Shawn
also gets pinched for his cash by the street urchins
that are part of the small crew connected to Harvey
Boarden (Terrence Howard), a scam artist who
observes the potential in Shawn after the southern
kid beats down one of Harvey’s guys on the uptown
streets.

A key piece to
Shawn’s past
happens to confront
him in the form of a
professional fighter,
Evan Hailey (Brain
White) who turns
out to have a stormy
relationship from
being teammates on
Shawn’s father’s
wrestling team.  The
situation comes off
like the Smothers
Brothers’ trademark
routine of “Ma like
you best!”

It’s only a matter
of time before
Shawn and Evan

have their ultimate showdown in the film’s finale.
This also becomes Shawn’s big payday against
the man who was always his father’s favorite
pupil.

Co-writer/director Dito Montiel dwells
around the relationships between Shawn and his
con artist/agent, Harvey. Harvey could find
legitimate opportunities with Harvey but finds
himself in trouble with friends-turned-enemies,
Martinez (Luis Guzman) and Jack Dancing
(Roger Guenveur Smith). The two are eager to
steal or destroy Shawn to ruin Harvey’s legitimate
goals to escape the sleazy underworld fight game.

 “Fighting” is a movie that wants to be a
contender, but can’t make it through the “bush
league” by how weak it’s played out. Tatum’s
character has a few “Rocky” moments that don’t
come from his fights, but from his tender
moments with Zulay as his “Adrian.” His brawls
and relationship with Harvey come closer to the
Charles Bronson- James Coburn 1975 Walt Hill
film “Hard Times” than anything else.

PG-13; 104min. A Rogue Picture Release –

Presented at selected theaters

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT

OR LOOKING TO HIRE? YOU CAN DO IT HERE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

JOB FAIR for YOUTH!The Chicago Freedom School
will host a JOB FAIR for youth ages 14 - 18.Saturday,
April 18, 2009 Roosevelt University, 430 S. Michigan
Ave., Room 3209 a.m. - 1 p.m.Bring your resume and
be ready to interview.  This event is FREE and open to
youth ages 14 - 18.  RSVP at
rsvp@chicagofreedomschool.org or
312.435.1201Participating Organizations include: 
Radio Arte, Mikva Challenge, Conservation Corps,
American Friends Service Committee, and Chicago
Freedom School. Join Our Mailing List!Chicago
Freedom School719 S. State St.Chicago, Illinois 60605
312-435-1201

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to “An
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed Business Name
in the conduct or transaction of Business in the State,”
as amended, that a certification was filed by the
undersigned with the County Clerk of Cook County
under file no. DO9116992 on March 12, 2009 under
the Assumed Name of Bolton Consulting Group with
the business located at 910 W. Van Buren, Suite 115,
Chicago, IL 60607.  The true name and residence address
of the owner is Maryann Bolton, 707 S. Campbell,
Chicago, IL 60612.

Classified
Ads $20

LEGAL NOTICES

NEED A JOB?
You need SKILLS to enter today’s job market.
STRATEGIC HUMAN SERVICES IS HOLDING AN

ORIENTATION FOR ITS NEW CLASSES IN
WEBSITE DESIGN

ADVANCED WEBSITE DESIGN
ACCOUNTING/ADMINISTRATIVE

CLERK TRAINING
EXPORT/IMPORT SKILLS TRAINING
OR LEARN ABOUT PROGRAMS BY

OTHER TRAINING PROVIDERS
Come to our office and find out how you
can qualify for paid tuition through the

Mayor’s Office of Workforce
Development (MOWD) for job training

and job placement Assistance!

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
For more info call 312/492-9090

ANNOUNCEMENTS

  

 
Springfield Office: 
300 Capitol Building 

Springfield, IL   62706  

(217) 782-8116 

(217) 782-0888 FAX 

 

District Office: 
3849 W. Ogden Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60623  

(773) 277-4700 

(773) 277-4703 FAX 

  

 

  

District Office Hours: March 1, 2009 

Wednesday – Friday: 1p.m – 5p.m. 

Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 1p.m 

Monday and Tuesday – by appointments  

State Rep Art Turner
9th District

violence, people.
Anyway, Shaun, died exactly one

week before his twentieth birthday -
September 25. September 25 has a
particular significance to an
organization called M.O.M.S.
Mothers Of Murdered Sons. It is the
day they hold up in memory of their
beloved children.  

Miss Shavonne, Miss Germaine,
my daughter and I along with the rest
of the participants of the march joined
in prayer. We finished, disassembled,
and I said my goodbyes to those
women. They have no choice but to
be encouraged and live their lives
well, as they prayerfully can. As my
kid and I walked back towards my
grandmas’ home I thought about both
women remembering that at the
beginning of their son’s death people
surrounded them with lots of help. A
week or two later people dwindled
away. They both agreed life goes on
and people move on with or without
you and it just feels lonely at times.

Unfortunately, Miss Shavonne
and Miss Germaine are not alone in
this all too common horrible scenario.
What got my heart was our last
conversation. Miss Germaine
mentioned every time she hears a
noise or a key in the door, “It’s him.”
She has moved three times since
Kenny died and each time she has had
a set of keys made for him until she
remembers Kenny can’t use the keys.
“Kenny is not coming home”, she
said. Miss Shavonne lamented along
with her, “Nope, he is not coming
home.” They are not coming home.
As I’m walking away, I could still hear
Miss Germaine say softly to herself,
“Kenny is not coming home. He is
not coming home. He is not coming
home.” 

Coming from page 5

him on the collegiate level
in hoops.

The team is
inexperienced, and it
shows with their 1-9
record, but Lenore thinks
that this season will be
invaluable as far as
preparation for the future.

“Even though we’re young we still play a pretty
competitive schedule. We play some of the top teams in
the city. But it’s the exposure and experience they’ll get
in order to get better,” Lenore said.

“Normally all these guys would be playing at the
[freshman/sophomore] level. So by them playing varsity
now, by the time they’re seniors you can be looking at
baseball team to maybe win a city championship the same
way the basketball team did,” he said with a smile. “We
have some very talented players ... these guys are going
to be really good by their senior year.”

Building a quality baseball program isn’t a peace of
cake on the west side of town. Most of the athletes in the
area are drawn to basketball and football - they’re simply
more popular, and as a result, baseball gets the short end
of the stick when it comes to the funding of Park District
leagues and facilities, which are integral to developing
young ballplayers.

“We have a lot more youth programs tailored towards
basketball and football, so the park districts aren’t getting
the funding they need to keep the baseball diamonds and
fields manicured. A lot of times you’ll see coaches out at
the parks keeping them up themselves,” said Lenore.

Lenore stated the unkempt playing fields are one of
the impediments to kids wanting to play baseball.

“I believe kids would really get into it. But we need
funding to make these parks look presentable. The kids
want to go where you’re not just playing on dirt and
gravel.” Despite these obstacles Lenore does see a brighter
future for the game of baseball in the community. He
cites the Franklin Park League and the new Garfield Park
Little League as examples of what the game can
accomplish when given a chance to succeed.

“Baseball really hasn’t been a popular sport on the
west side,” said Lenore. “But that’s changing.”

But as a high school baseball Coach Lenore’s main
goal is to help his student/athletes get a good education
and build stronger character by way of sports participation.
In the eight years he’s been at the helm he notes that nine
of his players have gone to college, six of them on athletic
scholarships.

He offers this assessment of the program thus far:
“It’s not a big time success in regard to wins and losses
but the kids are learning. They’re getting exposure and
they’re going to college. I don’t care if we win a game if
my kids are learning to become better men and getting
opportunities to go to college.”

NLCP from
fron page
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