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CONGRESSMAN GUTIERREZ AND IMMIGRATION REFORMERS

DISCUSS NEW HOUSE BILL
James Glover

Luis Gutierrez
See Bill page 7

On Tuesday Morning,
Congressman Luis Gutierrez (D-
IL) along with other immigration
reform leaders participated in a
conference call to explain what’s
new with the bi-partisan House
bill for comprehensive
immigration reform.

 “We are doing this in order to
make sure that everyone is clear
about what we’re doing,” said
Gutierrez “The community,
immigrant or not, needs to be
informed.”

Under the plan, workers can
apply for a work visa that lasts
three years. During the course of
the final year they can reapply to
stay another three years.
Sometime during the six year
period, workers and their families

will have to take necessary steps to
become US Citizens. Also during
this time, people that entered
illegally will have to pay a $2,000
fine (which covers the entire family,
regardless of family size) but will
be issued a green card which serves
as an ID. There will also be major
steps taken to assure immigrants
that the ID’s they will be given are
secure and cannot be copied or
resold.

It will also allow them to travel
back and forth without fear of re-
entering the US and being deported.
That allows them to go and see their
families back home or take a much
needed vacation. It also allows them
to meet a requirement, which is that
all documented workers must leave
the United States at least once and

re-enter legally. Gutierrez
says “This gives us a chance
to have the system cleaned
up in regards to immigrant
travel, which is necessary to
avoid any problems or have
accidental deportations. No
matter, if it’s a one day trip
to meet requirements or a
full blown 3 week vacation,
everyone must do this.”
There are exceptions to this
rule, including seniors 65
and older, single parents and
armed forces members or
their parents.

Other major points of the
conversation included how
US boarders will be

Chicago HIV Risk Reduction
Partnership for Youth (CHRRPY)
and Connect to Protect® (C2P)
Chicago, two HIV education and
prevention initiatives focusing on
adolescents and young adults age
12-24 years, kicked off its Mobile
HIV Testing Van today at North
Lawndale College Prep High
School, 1615 S. Christiana Avenue,
in Chicago’s Lawndale community.
The ribbon cutting ceremony was
attended by local politicians, health
care providers, community leaders
and high school students.

“Young people are making
significant contributions to the
number of newly diagnosed persons
with HTV in this country,” stated
Dr. Lisa M. Henry-Reid, Principal
Investigator for Connect to

MOBILE HIV TESTING VAN VISITS NLCP
Youth Advocacy Groups Launch Van at North Lawndale College Prep to Provide HIV Education, Testing and

Counseling to Adolescents and Young Adults, One of the Fastest Growing HTV-Infected Populations Worldwide

Protect® Chicago and Chair,
Division of Adolescent Medicine at
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of
Cook County.

“Despite decreases in AIDS
incidence among the general
population, HIV/AIDS cases
continue to rise among teenagers,”
Dr. Henry-Reid continued. “During
the years 2001-2005, youth
accounted for more than 1,400 cases
of HIV and more than 250 cases of
AIDS diagnoses. This is a pattern
that left unchecked portends
disaster for our future.”

HIV is now the seventh leading
cause of death for those age 13-24
years. Most HIV infected
adolescents and young adults are
exposed to the virus through sexual

See Testing page 8

Gov. Rod Blagojevich
Wednesday proposed new rules to
the Illinois Predatory Lending
Database Pilot Program, a state law
requiring counseling for potential
home buyers in predominantly
minority Chicago neighborhoods.
The governor’s proposal came two
months after he suspended the law
following the publication of an
NLCN investigative report that
exposed the program’s
discriminatory effects.

The new rules designate the
pilot area, originally 10 ZIP codes
on the city’s Southwest Side, to be
all of Cook County. Community
leaders argued that the program, in

HOUSE BILL 4050 GETS MAKE OVER
GOVERNOR PROPOSES NEW RULES FOR PREDATORY LENDING DATABASE PROGRAM

Ben Protess

its original form, targeted black and
Hispanic homebuyers, while
ignoring predominantly Caucasian
neighborhoods, where predatory
lending is common.

“The original rules raised
enough red flags that it made sense
to take a step back and make sure
we are not inadvertently hurting the
communities where predatory
lending has been most prevalent,”
Blagojevich said in a statement. 

Blagojevich said the new rules
will scrutinize lenders rather than
homebuyers.

Under the original program, also
known as House Bill 4050, if a
borrower’s credit score was 620 or

less, he had to attend credit
counseling before obtaining a
mortgage.

The new rules require
counseling for first time
homebuyers and homeowners who
are refinancing their homes,
regardless of their credit history, if
the loan they are considering has
certain high-risk indicators.

“[Credit requirements] did not
lead to an effective program. The
new rules put the emphasis on
lenders and predatory loans rather
than consumers and their credit
histories,” Blagojevich spokesman
Gerardo Cardenas said.

See Lending page 10Gov. Rod Blagojevich

LET’S ROLL:  Cutting the ribbon to launch the Adolescent Health Van that will
travel throughout communities to provide HIV risk reduction and prevention
education, testing and counseling to adolescents and young adults age 12-24 years
are (from left):  Regina A. Jordan, M.Ed., Program Director, Adolescent Health
Care Programs, Chicago Department of Public Health; Lisa Henry-Reid, MD,
Principal Investigator, Connect to Protect® Chicago, and Chair, Division of
Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine at Stroger Hospital of Cook County; Robert
Karpinski, Ph.D., Principal, North Lawndale College Prep High School; Darryl
Washington, Project Director, Chicago HIV Risk Reduction Partnership for Youth
(CHRRPY); and Zephyr Beason, Project Director, Connect to Protect® Chicago. 
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Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Date: April 19, 2007
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
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The primary focus for SHS/ NLCN during 2007 will
be People and Education. Our history of people is great.
People have strived to create progress in our community,
raised their families, created businesses, triumphed over
adversaries, and worked in the community. All year long
NLCN will  focus on  articles related to people and
education throughout our newspaper, weblog, and
website that serves the Westside of Chicago.

Acquiring a greater knowledge of each other through
wisdom and a genuine feeling of caring for each other
in our micro-local community areas and homes will
improve the connection we should have between each
other. Using our God given resources which are himself
and each other will create an environment that will
provide a climate of positive growth. Confidence in each
other and  assuming this responsibility will overcome
our fear in valuing this vulnerable process because
loving and caring about others does open us up to
dissapointment. But the strong overcome fear and the
dissapointments that may happen. We just have to be
wise as change agents of the people divide. We must
really care about each other.

Education with wisdom can reduce and minimize
high rates of unemployment and underemployment,
produce healthier citizens, and reduce the dependency
on traditional welfare. The West Side is changing, we
have to make it in favor of everyone, equitably.

Throughout the year, we will connect you with
resources and residents working in these areas. NLCN
will continue to provide news and information on issues
and events that are relevant to our readers, as well as
touch on the focus of our previous years. By becoming
an educated wise people, knowing, loving and caring
about each other more, we can more participate and
benefit in making our communities model
neighborhoods. We hope by reading this community
newspaper,  you will  become or remain inspired to
keep moving foward to a better life.
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24TH WARD ALDERMAN CHANDLER PICKS UP SUPPORT
Former Aldermanic challenger, Don Patterson, pledges support and assistance in runoff

24th Ward Alderman Chandler Don Patterson

Alderman Michael D. Chandler (D-24th
Ward) has added a former challenger from the
February 27th election to his list of supporters
for the next round of the 2007 campaign.

Don Patterson, who ran a spirited
campaign and garnered more than 10 percent
of the vote yesterday, has pledged to support
Alderman Michael D. Chandler in the runoff
election in April.

“We start the next round of this campaign
with even more determination and support to
continue fighting for the people of the 24th
Ward,” says Alderman Chandler. His list of
endorsers include the largest and most respected
organizations in the city, including the Chicago
Tribune, the Chicago Sun-Times, Congressman
Danny K. Davis, ACORN, and labor leaders
like the CFL, SEIU and the Teamsters.

“We ran an energetic and positive
campaign,” says Don Patterson, but now it’s
time to put that behind us and do what’s best
for the people of the 24th Ward. “There is no

doubt in my mind that Alderman Michael D.
Chandler is the best individual to continue
moving the 24th Ward forward.”

Alderman Chandler has continuously
fought to bring economic development,
increased job opportunities and more
affordable housing to the 24th Ward. His
efforts have attracted the likes of  Starbucks
and a new branch of the National City Bank
to the 24th Ward.

This increased business has had a positive
impact on the number of available local jobs.
Increasing affordable housing has also been
a priority for Alderman Chandler throughout
his service to the 24th Ward.

His support of the New Homes Initiative
resulted in many more families being able to
purchase a home. Renters also enjoy more
affordable housing units due to his efforts,
and senior citizens can secure subsidized
housing at the Roosevelt Towers among other
locations.
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How would you like to write a story
and get it on the front page of the

North Lawndale Community News?
Find out how by calling us at

312/492-9090.

Lauded poet Nikki Giovanni takes a different
route in “On My Journey Now: Looking at
African-American History through the
Spirituals.”  Giovanni explores the transition from
Africa through slavery and into the present
through song, a new look at the writer who is
known for her prize-winning poetry.  More
importantly, “On My Journey Now” identifies
the humanization and homogenization of the
African-American experience through song.

“On My Journey Now” is a labor of love for
Giovanni.  Giovanni developed a love of
spirituals while attending three different churches
as a child.  Those songs in Black churches from
Catholic to Baptist have been affectionately
known as Negro spirituals for years.  As they
seeped more into African-American culture they
have become common songs sang by choirs and
updated by popular Gospel singers who sell CD’s
to a population of people that don’t recognize
the history of the song in the levity of pop tempo.

Giovanni talks about the journey through
Africa that slaveholders made to pick up Africans
and enslave them.  “The slavers went to Africa to
get the Africans and make them slaves.  These
were free people.  These were people with their
own cultures, their own families, their own
relationships, their own ways of doing things,
their own food-stuffs, their own clothes, their own
everything, and they were ripped from their own
homelands.  Overpowered.” (Page 3)  As the
slaves are being removed from their home, the
animals follow behind the packs eating the slaves
left behind and killed because they can not keep
up.  At the shores, slaves are rowed out to ships
and the voyage away from home begins.  Humans
are demeaned as they are laid on top one another
suffering in each other’s urine and excrement.
Those brave enough jump into the water and are
shot and killed or eaten by sharks as they swim
home.  Very few survive.

Giovanni tracks the ship as the beginning of
the spiritual.  It is where a collective moan begins
from Africans who speak a different language
but all share the language of oppression.
Giovanni punctuates a familiar story of slavery
with song, emphasizing where she believes the
songs arise from a common struggle.

On the auction block naked slaves are viewed
and sold to plantations.  The spirituals continue
on the plantation.  “Sunup to sundown, picking
that cotton; Sunup to sundown, work for the
master; Sunup to sundown, chains and shackles;
no more auction block for me.” (Page 13) The
spirituals gain a message as slaves develop plans

Tracking the
Journey: Poet Nikki

Giovanni Follows
the Development of

Negro Spirituals
Angelic Jones

See Giovanni page 11

If you are worried about yesterday you
are in trouble because I am not I was. If
you are worried about tomorrow you are
in trouble because I am not I will be. But if
you harden not your heart and obey my
voice right now today then you will be
alright because I AM!

I remember reading the above words
on a poster years ago and thinking to myself
then how true they are. At a time when
everyone seems to have their own doctrines
and each church has their own covenant and
everyone is talking about what they have
done or what they are going to do and how
we take for granted each precious moment
we trade off for a yesterday or a tomorrow.

2 Corinthians 6:1 states: We then as
workers together with him, beseech you
also that ye receive not the grace of God in
vain. Once I wake up, get up, and am in my
right mind I know I have received three
blessings right off the top, because
somebody didn’t wake up somebody woke
and couldn’t get up and somebody woke
up crazy.

I realize it is not hard for me to see what
God has done for me lately but what gets
your attention is to come to the realization

that it is not hard for God or me to see what
have I done for him lately. I wonder
sometimes how many of us give consideration
to our words thoughts and actions and ask
ourselves if what we are doing is for God? I
am not talking about church folks who serve
God not according to his instructions but
according to how they want to, Hosea 8vs 12
states I wrote for them the many things of my
law, but they regarded them as something
alien(NIV).You see it is a blessing to realize
that we are not as smart as God and not add
to his word or take away from it.

But most important as I today reach the
age of 49 and realize how many people in my
life that have went to sleep I understand that
each moment is an opportunity to please God
and try to get it right. Ezekiel
33vs18@19statesWhen the righteous turneth
from his righteousness and committeth
iniquity he shall even die therby vs 19 But if
the wicked turn from his wickedness and do
that which is lawful and right, he shall live
thereby.(so much for once saved always
saved)

 We are always in a spiritual battle and at
any given moment we have a choice as to
whether we will obey or not its just that

simple.
The problem comes when we start to

compromise his word. We can do wrong
so long that we think wrong is right, or we
can do right and get the big- head and the
devil will slip right in for example;Matthew
16vs 16-19And Simon Peter answered and
said Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God vs17And Jesus answered and
said unto him Blessed art Thou, Simon Bar-
jo’na; for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee but my father which is in
heaven.

If you read on down you will see how
quickly Satan can enter in for in vs 23 But
he turned to Peter and said, Get thee behind
me, Satan for thou art an offense unto me;
for thou savorest not the things that be of
God, but those that be of men.

 At any moment we are either gathering
or scattering (Luke 11vs23) But the one
thing we can do is The Next Right Thing.
Remember IF You Don’t Read The Book
You Lose The Lesson WORD UP!!

Calvin Crayton is community resident
and writer on spiritual matters. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

As we continue to explore behavior in our
community, where do we focus from here?
Let’s look at the most difficult job in the
community; being a parent, being mom and
dad.  Being parents, I imagine is the most
difficult job in the world.  And depending on
where you live, your education level, and your

THE I-H SYNDROME
Julius Goodman

Word UP: WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR ME LATELY
Calvin C. Crayton

income, being a parent can be the most
thankless or most rewarding job in the world.

     According to Webster’s Dictionary the
word parent is defined as somebody’s mother,
father, or legal guardian.  This is a very broad
definition because if you are the legal
guardian of your grandmother this does not
make you her parent.  Looking deeper into
this idea of parenting, I begin my research

with the question “How do you
know you have parents?”
James, a 25-year old college
student said, “I know I have
parents because my mom and
dad told me they are my
parents.”

     What James is really
saying is that my mom and dad
took responsibility for my
development from childhood
to adulthood.  All legal
documents concerning children
list moms and dads as parents.
Parents teach, discipline and
sacrifice for their children. But
being a mom or a dad does not
make you parents.  There are
many self help books for
parenting.  There are no set
rules for parenting. Each
situation is completely
different.

     If you are blessed
enough to be born to a man and
woman who have been taught
from childhood how to be
responsible for other people
that is the beginning of learned
behavior that leads to parenting.
Parents have to be there for their
children in the beginning and
remain even when their children
crossover into adulthood.

     Now when you get to the situation
where you can’t seem to communicate with
your child you have help, you cannot quit.

 Usually that’s when you let your parents
(grandfathers and grandmothers) step in to
assist in the positive development of the child.
And yet a lot of us do not allow grand parents
to interfere in the development of our
children.  This is the time when someone from
the community is needed to help.

     All parents are teachers regardless of
their education level but all teachers are not
parents although, theoretically they should be.
When your child is in school the teachers must
also be parents.  If you are not in direct
communication with your child’s teacher you
can be sure you are not being a complete
parent.

     Okay school is not enough, where do
you go?  I suggest you take your child to
church.  Better yet I insist that you demand
that your child be affiliated with some church.
Church is where your child can learn to be
responsible for themselves and somebody
else. The average child between the age of
12 and 16 will tell their parents they should
be able to make up their own mind about
going to church. 90 percent of the time the
child will not want to be in church.  Parents
should avoid agreeing with a child in this
situation.  When you as a parent know this
decision left alone to a child now will greatly
affect their behavior in the future.  Going to
church is practice around other children,
teachers and parents.  There are no perfect
churches like there are no perfect parents;
however, working together, parents and
teachers can make a difference.

Julius Goodman is poet and motivational
speaker.  He is also a graduate from National
Louis University with a degree in Behavioral
Science. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.
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* The lessons you don’t teach are the ones
kids remember most.

My early classroom teaching experience
was interrupted in 1991 in order for me to
accept the position as Program Director in
the Center for Urban Education at DePaul
University. The School Partnerships Program,
as it’s called, was a school improvement
program aimed at twenty Chicago public
elementary schools that were two to three
years below the national norm (or average)
based upon standardized test such as IOWA
and ISAT. The focus in the early stage would
evolve into what educators today call the
African American or racial achievement
“gap.”

As Program Director my task was to
conduct a series of interviews, on site

discussions, student hearings and
administrative briefings in order to come up
with each of the twenty participating schools
“community profile.”

With completed profiles in hand, some
schools were able to take a reflective look at
their strengths and weakness based upon the
research provided. Some schools used the
data wisely as a compass to point them in right
direction. Some abruptly discarded it into the
“circular file.”

I was particularly awe struck at the will,
determination and power of parents in the
Chicago Public Schools. This writer is a
product of that system a proud graduate of
John Marshall High School. I was happy to
empathize with the communities of my
upbringing. My research on the community
profiles left me with a ton of research and
statistics that I have categorized, organized
and energized into a new book which was
released for publication in December of 2006

T H E  P A R E N T  C O N N E C T I O N
Stanley G. Buford

You can’t be arrested for violating it, but
the New York City Council hopes a symbolic
resolution that prohibits saying the word
‘nigger’ in public, will cease, or at least
decrease, the word’s usage.

Last month the City Council unanimously
declared a moratorium that carries no penalty
but aims to expunge the racial slur- whether
directed toward blacks or used among blacks-
from youths’ vocabularies as well as hip hop
music and television. Many observers believe
the measure is not simply another empty
gesture that lacks the capacity to effectively
curtail usage of the dehumanizing epithet.

Of particular interest to observers of this
new resolution is how it will affect the current
state of Hip-Hop culture, which is known for

titled “Not All Teachers Are Parents, But All
parents Are Teachers! A colleague told me
after reading it, “this is a wake –up call for
parents and teachers of African American
students and a slap n the face to the racial
achievement gap.”

I hope you will agree. In the following
weeks I will offer effective, research based
information to assist parents that “want to
make a difference” using excerpts from my
book which debuted in the “Hot New
Releases,” on amazon.com based upon
projected sales. If you are a parent of a school
age child in Urban City America you will not
want to miss this column, It will guarantee to
inspire, encourage or convict based upon your
perception of the importance of public
education and a parents role and
responsibilities. I’ll ask you three questions
to get you started:

1) Do you balance praise and
condemnation of you child.

2) Have you discussed your child’s
academic status with his/her teacher outside
the twice a year mandated report card pick
ups?

3) Do you limit/discourage television
watching and supervise homework until it’s
completed?

If you are a parent or parent supporter that
finds these questions interesting stay tuned
for “The Parent Connection.”

Stanley G. Buford is a teacher/
entrepreneur and father of 2, Terrence and
Kathryn. He is a winner of the National
leadership award in business, Executive
Director of the From Boys To Men
Foundation, Inc; and former Co President
of the Oak Park based, African American
Parents for Purposeful Leadership in
Education(A.P.P.L.E) Stanley can be
contacted at: terkatinc1@aol.com. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

NeNeNeNeNew Yw Yw Yw Yw York City Symbolically Bans ‘N’ Work City Symbolically Bans ‘N’ Work City Symbolically Bans ‘N’ Work City Symbolically Bans ‘N’ Work City Symbolically Bans ‘N’ Worororororddddd
Mikal-Ace Ngubani

liberal usage of the slur in CD’s, videos and
movies. Rappers often address each other
with obscene terms as a means of expressing
fraternal brotherhood.

One high school student was heard
emphatically arguing for usage of the slur at
a local rally.

“It’s just a term of endearment to me. I
mean, I call everybody ‘nigger’: whites,
Latinos, Asians,” he said. “Everybody,
including all the young kids around me and
up to now, nobody gets all bent out of shape
about it. I think it’s mainly because most of
us today know that the ‘N’ word ain’t nothing
anymore … It’s a new day and doesn’t carry
the same negativity anymore, at least not to

us.”
Another gentleman stepped into the verbal

fray and said, “Hey brother, never in a million
years will you be able to desensitize a [word]
that has harmed and injured so many and
continues to do so today. You feel its okay to
call me, your spiritual brother, a ‘nigger,’
because you’ve been programmed to see it as
something hip. Why are we the only ones who
do that? No other ethnic group addresses each
other by an imposed racial slur except us.”

The New York City measure follows
similar resolutions last month by the New
York state assembly and state senate. Along
with New York, Mayor Ken Corley of
Brazoria, Texas, also submitted a proposal

that would criminalize use of the ‘N’ word.
His plan would make the offense equivalent
to a disturbing the peace offense, punishable
by a fine of up to $500.

Some contend that any such law
suppresses the right to freedom speech,
guaranteed by the First Amendment of the
United States Constitution.

The Constitution, they say, protects the
rights of its citizenry, even if it’s at the expense
of offending others.

Mikal-Ace Ngubani holds a Mass
Communications Degree from Columbia

College and is a freelance writer, street
poet, and non fictional essayist. To comment
on this article visit our web or log in at:
www.nlcn.org.
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Community People

ONE WOMAN’S CHANGE
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

Mary C. Johns, editor of the community
paper Residents’ Journal, is a testimony of
how a person can change their life if they want
to. Johns credits her change to being raised
in church. She is the mother of six children,
two of who are serving in the US military.

She is a God-fearing woman who takes
her religion seriously, but 46 year old Johns
hasn’t always been the positive role model
she is today.

Pittsburgh where he lived. He got her into Job
Corp where she obtained her GED, some
clerical and accounting skills and a little auto
mechanics knowledge. But she also became
pregnant and had her first child at 17.

She left Job Corp and came back to
Chicago where she obtained her first
apartment at eighteen. She managed to keep
her apartment for three years despite having
a drug and alcohol problem and despite
getting pregnant again.

“Not listening to the advice of my elders,
I had to learn the hard way,” she said. “I had
people to ask me, ‘what’s the matter with
you?’ They knew how I grew up. My mother
used to take us to church all the time. But
some children are just going to be rebellious
and unruly. That’s how I was,” she said.

For years she experimented with different
drugs, and messed around with different men
including a married landlord of one of the
buildings she lived in. One night when he saw
her coming up the stairs with a man she’d
just met, the landlord pulled a gun on them.

“I was high off some Wild Irish Rose,”
she said, “and I charged at him like a bull.”
She moved in with the new man and
eventually had two children with him while
continuing her drug and alcohol abuse.

Johns said with her mother raising her and
her nine siblings in church she knew she was
sinning and might die in her sins, but that
people have choices and she made wrong
choices.

By 1989 she was so fearful of dying in
her sins she decided enough is enough. She

Mary C. Johns, Editor of Residents’ Journal

“I was raised in a good Christian home,”
she said,” but I ran away from home at the
age of twelve because of my stepfather’s
sexual abuse.”  She lived in a drug house with
a man ten years older than she was. At fifteen
she spent a month in the Women’s House of
Corrections (they thought she was 18).

A drug and alcohol abuser by 16 and
caught up in the street life, Johns accepted
her biological father’s offer to come to

was having blackouts where she couldn’t
remember she had even been up and about.
“People started staying I was an alcoholic,”
she said. “Different accounts of people saying
the same things. My body started having a
mind of its own. My limbs would move at
will. My skin used to crawl.”

Johns said she went in her bedroom and
prayed and weaned herself off the alcohol and
drugs. It took three months, she said, to stop
using drugs and alcohol. No rehab. Just
determination and the fear of God. She also
stopped seeing the father of her last child
because she believed she was living in sin and
feared the Judgment Day.

She found out about public housing and
moved into one of the south side units. She
kept busy doing a lot of volunteer work for
CHA and her children’s’ preschool. In 1996
she started doing volunteer clerical work with
a neighborhood newspaper called Residents’
Journal.

Johns did such a good job for RJ with the
skills she obtained in Job Corp, that the editor,
Ethan Michaeli, decided she should be paid.
Being a quick learner and determined, Johns
learned the newspaper business quickly, so
quickly she became assistant editor within a
year. She was editor by 2000. She is currently
training to become the executive director of
the paper.  Most likely she will obtain her goal.

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson is a poet and
writer for NLCN and Residents Journal. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

What it Iz!
Rumor has it that Raphael Saadiq (Toni

Tony Tone) and Joss Stone(new artist) are
dating. Saadiq is 40 years and Stone is 19.
They posed nude for her album cover and
he is also in her latest video “Tell Me Bout
It”. Stone says that the nude photo is not to
be taken sexually but artistically. Stone
says, “It’s a picture that everybody kind of
looks at sexually, but it isn’t. He is from
Oakland, I’m from Devon, England, he is
40 and I am 19, he is American, I’m
English. It’s like two completely different
people. It says something and I wanted it
to say something, otherwise there’s no point
in doing it. First of all she never answered
the question if they are dating or what. She
is beating around the bush and making
herself look guilty.

Kanye West and Jennifer Hudson
visited H.L. Richards High Monday to help
students celebrate renovations to the
school’s gym and a scholarship program
presented by Miami Heat guard Dwayne

What It Iz In The Biz
Marquita Ware

Wade. Wade not present at the event
but joined in the celebration via
satellite. All three of the celebrities
are natives of Chicago and
understand the meaning of giving
back. “It’s important to me to give
back to the communities I grew up
in,” explained Wade via a statement.
“I’ve received a lot of opportunities
in my life, and I’m grateful for T-
Mobile Sidekick’s help in making my
dream of giving back to Richards
High a reality.” Even though this
school is in Oak Lawn and not
Chicago the love and support is still
appreciated.

Yeaah Boi! Deelishis has just
announced her newest

accomplishment. She has a new line of jeans
called D-cut Jeans.  This is what she says, “
You guys know that for awhile now I have
wanted to start my own line of jeans. Well
this Spring, my dream will become a reality!
As we speak, my new jean line is in
production and almost ready for the world to
see! Every woman, no matter what size or
shape, has a hard time finding jeans that will
mold to the shape of her naturally beautiful
body. My new line of Deelishis Jeans
promises to do just that: fit you like a glove
to show everyone the beautiful woman that
you already are! Coming this spring to an
exclusive boutique near you, Deelishis Jeans!

QUICKIES:
R&B singer Marques Houston is dating

Kim Kardashian, the girl who has the sex tape
with Ray J.  LOL! (laugh out loud). I wonder
when their tapes are gonna’ surface.

Every since Fantasia has joined the
production of the Color Purple, there sales
have been boosted by two-million dollars. I
love this girl she is a true American Idol.

Naomi Campbell headed off for a day of
community service Monday. Not only was she

wearing a Chanel hat, coat and watch but also
Chanel stilettos. She switched into work boots
before starting her 8am shift at the New York
Sanitation Department warehouse where she
will be working all week as part of her
sentence for throwing her cellphone at her
maid.

www.concreteloop.com
If you have any questions for me about

celebrity gossip or news, just call 312-492-
9090 or write to KETA, 1211 S. Western,
Chicago, IL 60608 or visit our weblog and I
will feature my answer in the next column. If
you want to know about one of your friends
and nem’ I can tell you that too. JUST
KIDDING. Also check out our weblog at
www.nlcn.org. You can post questions for me,
other writers and anything/anyone else you
want to talk about.

  Joss Stone’s artistic album photo

Jennifer Hudson and Kanye West

Naomi Campbell ready for community service

Marquita Ware is the Production/
Layout Coordinator for the North
Lawndale Community News. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at
www.nlcn.org
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Barbers at LaCurtis
Barber Shop pictured

left to right are
cosmetologist  Curtis
and barbers Derrick
D.,  Kevin and Jerry

Community People

North Lawndale Community News and
Harris Bank are proud to honor La Curtis
Barber & Beauty Salon at 3953 West
Roosevelt Road, as North Lawndale’s Small
Business of the Month for March.

This shop changed hands in 1987 when
the previous owner Lavert Woods passed and
his family sold the business to Curtis Spear
who was born and raised in the North
Lawndale community.

Spear started cutting hair at this location
in 1981 when he rented a chair at “Woods

Barber Shop.” A
fashion designer, as
well as a hair stylist,
Spear owned several
other businesses in
the community before
buying Woods Barber
Shop, and renaming it

La Curtis Barber & Beauty Salon.
This place of business has been a prime

staple in the community and Spear’s and his
fellow workers have served several
generations. Although, he has sold the shop
to current owner Eddie Duncan, it continues
to bears his name.  There you can find Spear
along with four barbers and one stylist
working from start to finish daily.

“We been here for a long time and
everybody knows about this shop,” he said
confidently about the good reputation “La
Curtis” has established in North Lawndale.

Bill from front page

Congratulations LACURTIS BARBER AND
BEAUTY SALON March Business of the

Month

From left to right Dr. Eric Whitaker, Director, IL Department of Public Health, Aalia Kwaaji,Sinai staff
member, Alan Channing, CEO, Sinai Health

Dr. Eric E. Whitaker, Illinois Dept. of
Public Health Director on Wednesday,
February 28, announced the first Ticket for
the Cure community grants, to help raise
awareness about breast cancer, and to provide
education and other supportive services for
breast cancer victims and their families.
During a press conference at Chicago’s
Mount Sinai Hospital, State officials will
award the grants to 41 Chicago and suburban

State Announces Ticket For The Cure
Proceeds Awarded To Community

Organizations To Fight Breast Cancer

institutions and organizations.
In 2005, Gov. Blagojevich signed a law

initiated by state Senate President Emil Jones
(D-Chicago) and state Senator Mattie Hunter
(D-Chicago) to create the Ticket for the Cure.
Launched in January 2006, Ticket for the Cure
is the nation’s first lottery ticket dedicated to
helping fund breast cancer early detection,
education, research, and patient services
throughout the state.

See page 10

patrolled using better technology or ‘smart
technology.’  “By using this technology we
can better manage the situation on whose
getting into the country.” Gutierrez states.
“I think that we would surpress a lot of
fears the American public has if we
monitored all the movement on the boarder
in regards to immigrants.”

While there still are many fears
regarding immigration amongst the people,
recent polls are showing Americans as
having a more understanding view towards
immigrants looking to come to the United
States. According to a recent poll
conducted by Angela Kelly, Deputy
Director of National Immigration Forum,
59 percent of Americans polled said that
they have no problems with immigrants
working or receiving benefits as long as
they are documented and take proper steps
towards eventual citizenship. “The public
is beginning to understand that we just

can’t deport everyone nor do we need to.
Truth is immigrants are a vital part of
community growth as well as the economy.
What we all agree on however is that certain
steps need to be taken in order to make sure
that those who are here, are here for positive
reasons.”

This means monitoring who comes into
the country. As documented workers, they will
have to do routine check in and follow-ups
on their progress in the U.S.  Providing pay
stubs and progress reports to local
immigration authorities. “I think that by doing
this we can monitor things that the public fears
like crime and gang activity,” said Kelley

Other provisions within this bill are in
place to protect the workers and their families.
Cristina Lopez, Executive Director of the
Center for Community Change and head of
FIRM (Fair Immigration Reform Movement),
said “While it is important to factor in the
American public view, documented workers
need to be protected. Their families need to
know that they won’t be subject to
exploitation from the companies they work

for nor the local government.”
To ensure this, there are plans within the

bill to make sure that documented workers
receive the same pay as everyone else, as well
as the same medical and pension coverage
(the pension coverage under the assumption
the worker becomes a legal citizen.).

There is some fear that White House
interference will slow down the process.
Sandip Roy, editor of New American Media,
the group responsible for the teleconference
said “The President and his people are talking
to senate people and the insiders initial
readings are that it isn’t to make sure that this
bill is supported. It would certainly appear
the White House is attempting to derail us.”

Gutierrez however is positive that
everything will eventually be supported. He
points to the recent election as evidence
saying “The Latino and Asian communities
in particular, if you look at the election
breakdown, voted for new leadership who
will get things done on immigration. I would
hope that opposition to this bill wouldn’t be
viewed as payback and honestly, I highly

doubt that would happen,” Ms. Narasaki
said.  “This is a bi-partisan bill, put together
by people who are on opposite sides of the
fence but work towards a common goal.”

The Immigration bill, which is to be
introduced on Thursday, March 22 will go
through the senate first, due to quicker
processing of the bill according to Ms.
Kelley and will be brought to the House’s
attention after congress returns sometime
in July. Ms. Lopez adds however that
during the time this bill will be in
legislation, there will be other ways for
people, illegal immigrants and US Citizens,
to get involved. “Wed. March 28 and Thurs
March 29 will be National Call in Day.
Callers will be patched into their local
congressman or woman and have the
chance to express their concern and desire
to get this bill passed.”

Also on April 10, during congressional
recess, local driven groups from across the
US will be contacting congress as well as
holding visuals and prayers in an effort to
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Sports & Entertainment

Get Computer
skilled

Find out how
by calling us at
312/492-9090

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz. film critic

PRIDE (**1/2)  “Pride” is the kind of
movie inspired by a true story that should have
been made into a motion picture years before.
Even the grainy color and reddish-orange like
photography is a reference point to the era
that makes the film look familiar and old.

It follows that this is a movie that reminds
us of the past when racial injustice and
prejudice was more visible and blatant. The
film indicates how far we’ve come (as well
as the need to go further) since the mid-1960s.

The film begins with a swim team’s only
black member, Jimmy Ellis (Terrence
Howard), being denied participation in a
finals competition in North Carolina. The
incident leads to a melee and a confrontation
with police that lands Ellis with a criminal
record. The incident, and other acts of bigotry,
hampered Ellis into his adult life.

So Ellis ends up at an unemployment
office, where he’s given a job working in a

poverty stricken, rundown
neighborhood at the Marc
Foster Recreation Center
that the city had stopped
funding and were preparing
to demolish.

The facility is so badly in
need of repairs that the area
youth would rather shoot
basketball on its outside
court with a cantankerous
janitor (Bernie Mac) who
initially views Ellis as a city
stooge hired to prepare for
the facility’s permanent

closing.
Instead, Ellis quietly begins to clean up,

especially his most prized area: the pool. Then
one day, the city takes down the basketball
rim outside the facility leaving the small group
of teenagers with nothing to do, and
apparently nowhere to go but inside the
center.

Ellis invites them into the pool and begins
to teach them the fundamentals of swimming,
while improving their discipline and self-
esteem. This leads to predictable procedures
and formulaic situations we anticipate and
have seen before in other sports accented,
young-adult dramas.

Clearly, “Pride” offers Terrence Howard
(who is also the film’s co-executive producer)
the opportunity to have his chance at some
Sidney Poitier-like moments, however, these
moments are not capitalized on enough in the
script. Even when Howard shows his
emotional swings from frustration and rage
to determination, he doesn’t have enough of

that quiet dignity in his performance
to register through this real life
character.

Inasmuch as I encourage the film’s
intentions, and Howard’s talented
efforts that include a physical
performance, he still needs the kind
of projects that challenge him as much
as the physical aspect of this film did.

PG-13; 101min. A Lionsgate
Films Release – Presented at selected
theaters

BEYOND THE GATES (***)
“Beyond The Gates” doesn’t have the same
emotional depth and acting stability that was
achieved throughout “Hotel Rwanda,” and this
latest dramatization of the 1994 Rwanda
genocide tragedy  seems to have arrived a little
late.

Still, this movie registers its own distinction
by filming on the actual locations of the story.
Director Michael Caton-Jones builds the story
with reasonable and emotional results, even if
it does some what looks like idealistic whites
trying to save blacks from themselves as in
“Amazing Grace.”

The drama centered inside a rural military
base where a church and school is operated by
Father Christopher (John Hurt) who is recently
joined by a teacher, Joe Connor (Hugh Dancy)
who enjoys playfully educating his Rwandan
pupils at the Ecolo Technique College.

When the UN forces receive their order to
evacuate the area, they take only the whites
with them. Eventually the reality and
helplessness sets in on Joe, who can’t deliver
on his promise to Marie, who like all the Tutsis
are bound to be slaughtered by the extremists.

“Beyond The Gates” is a movie that has
its powerful and emotional moments to the
senseless of the violence and the attempted
extermination of an entire race. The violence
depicted is harsh but not excessive or
graphic. Still, the examples and statement
made here are not too far from what is shown
in “Hotel Rwanda” when people try to stand
up against social injustice and carnage.

R; 110min. An IFC Films release
Presented exclusively at Landmark Century
Cinema (2828 No. Clark St)

SHOOTER (**1/2) This film is a
routine action conspiracy adventure made
with some thought behind the cliché
moments and accidental humor. After such
a powerful Oscar nominated performance in
“The Departed”, Mark Wahlberg gets to be
intense and as a highly trained Marine Corps
sniper, Bob Lee Swagger, who is misled
during a peace mission in Ethiopia into
killing his best friend when they are deserted

See Flicks page 10

Terrance Howard and Bernie Mac in Pride

Mark Wahlberg in Shooter

intercourse and researchers estimate that
one third of the HTV infected adolescents
in this country don’t know they are infected.

CHRRP Y agreed to launch the van at
North Lawndale College Prep after
extensive research conducted by Connect
to Protect® Chicago that showed the North
and South Lawndale communities were
heavily impacted by HTV infection.
Additionally, the research showed a rising
number of young females with STDs, a
precursor for HIV infection.

After a brief Ribbon Cutting Ceremony,
North Lawndale College Prep students

Testing from front page boarded the van for confidential HIV
prevention and risk reduction education,
counseling and, if they desired, an HIV test.
“We incorporate a holistic approach to
education here at North Lawndale College
Prep where our mission is to prepare our
students to successfully graduate from
college,” says Principal Dr. Robert
Karpinski. “CHRRPY and Connect to
Protect ® serves this mission by giving us
an opportunity to focus on our students’
health.”

The Adolescent Mobile Van will be
present at North Lawndale College Prep
every other Wednesday, beginning April 4,
2007. Students and adolescents throughout

the community will
have the opportunity to
access the health
services available on
the van at no charge. At
other times, the van will
travel to other locations
where at risk
adolescents and young
adults congregate.

C2P Chicago is one
of 15 Connect to
Protect® sites in the
United States and
Puerto Rico. The
Chicago initiative is
coordinate through the
Division of Adolescent
and Young Adult
Medicine at John H.
Stroger, Jr. Hospital of
Cook County.
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MARCH 21
BLACK FACTS

James Baskett

Attract More CLIENTS or CUSTOMERS!
ADVERTISE in the

North Lawndale Communty News
FOR RATES: CALL 312.492.9090

The Honorable Richard Joseph Daley,
also known as “Da Mare,” died while serving
his fourth term as the Mayor of Chicago.  He
reigned over events including the street
rebellion after Dr. Martin Luther King’s
murder and the police department’s riot
against citizens during the Democrat Party
convention whose nominee, Hubert
Humphrey, lost to Richard Nixon.  The
playwright, Neil Giuntoli, likens Da Mare to
a “Gaelic chieftain, moody, mercurial, large,
gregarious, simple and devious.”

Giuntoli also portrays Daley, who issued
his infamous “shoot to kill and maim” order
to the police during the disturbances
following King’s assassination.
Superintendent of Police Jim Conlisk is
shown protesting this order and offering his
resignation, but Daley talked him into staying.

Daley inherited a machine that Mayor
Anton “Tony” Cermak built: a potent
coalition of Chicago’s tribes. This included
the “Silent Six,” Negro aldermen who
remained in office for turning out the vote

for Daley while ignoring and stifling the
aspirations of their Black constituents.

“American Pharaoh “was a term used to
describe Daley and he is given credit for
upgrading the fire & police departments and
for building new schools and park facilities.
He was an effective mediator between
business and labor. He controlled the Illinois
vote to the advantage of presidential
candidate John F. Kennedy.

On stage, Hizzoner delivers fascinating
portraits of his inner circle.  The lordly
lieutenant, Alderman Thomas Keane, (played
by Whit Spurgeon) controlled the most
important committees in city hall and was the
brains to Daley’s brawn.  His conviction for
corruption while in office was a major blow
to the Machine.  Jesse Jackson (played by
Varrick Douglas), newly arrived from South
Carolina, takes his letter of recommendation
to Daley but is indignant and declines  Da
Mare’s offer of a job as toll both collector on
the highway.

Mayoral aide Matt Danaher (played by

William Bullion) delivers a nuanced
performance as chief of staff to a volatile boss.
Earl Bush was the” know all the angles”
speechwriter and press secretary for Daley and
Gordon Gillespie brings him alive complete
with his wiles and survival skills. Stefan Brun’s
direction is very well paced and mobile, with
the actors leaving the stage at crucial moments
and addressing the audience head-up from the
aisle of the theater.   Prop THTR celebrates
their 25th anniversary with this spellbinding
world premiere

A jewel of Chicago theatre. Prop THTR
flourishes as the oldest, surviving off-loop,
non-equity company in town.  Hizzoner opened
March 2 and is booked for a long run..  The
theater is at 3502-4 N. Elston Ave., show times
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8 PM and
Sunday at 3 PM.  Tickets are $25 with student
and senior discounts available.  For tickets call
773/539-7838 or visit www.propthtr.org.

Mike Cook is a North Lawndale resident
and NLCN’s theatre critic. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

THEATRE REVIEW:  HIZZONER
Mike Cook

On the Chicago sports scene the Chicago
Bulls are hanging tough with a 39-29 record.
They’re playing well in spurts, but can’t
seem to maintain a high level of play for
extended periods. The lack of consistency
will doom them to playoff failure again if
they don’t find a solution. The inconsistency
can’t be blamed on Luol Deng. The third-
year forward averaged 21 points and eight
rebounds per game over the last month. He
was named the Bulls’ player of the month
for February and his 51 percent field goal
shooting should be the envy of the team.
Deng is the only starter to shoot over 48
percent from the field. Kirk Hinrich is
shooting just 44 percent and Ben Gordon
45 percent. With only 14 games left in the
regular season they have to get better in a
hurry. The eastern conference is still rather
anemic, however, and with luck they could
make it past the first round in this year’s
postseason.

In baseball, the Chicago Cubs are
worrying their fans to death even though it’s
just spring training. Former pitching aces
Kerry Wood and Mark Prior are struggling
again. Wood has been troubled by a strain
in his right triceps. He is listed as day-to-
day at this point and team officials say the
injury is only minor. Prior has struggled
mightily in his spring training appearances
and has been sent to the minors to work on
his continuing problems on the mound.

And in football, the Chicago Bears’ Tank
Johnson has been sentenced to a four-month
jail term. The troubled 25-year old defensive
tackle appeared in court recently with head
coach Lovie Smith and linebacker Brian
Urlacher there to support him. They testified
in his defense but could not sway the judge’s
decision. Johnson will probably only have
to serve 60 days and his status with the team
is still secure with Lovie Smith reiterating
that he is still part of the Bears’ family.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

CHICAGO
SPORTS

Todd Thomas

“I don’t want to butt in your training, but your trainer—he is racist.”
I stared back at the African-American man who just spoke to me; he has an office in the gym I recently

joined.
What do I say to such statement? Do I get rid of my white personal trainer and switch to a black one? Or

do I bury my head in the sand and ignore the whole thing?
A few minutes later, my trainer Dan, a Serbian-American bodybuilder, came over and coached me through

a killer leg workout.
People who handle racism with grace inspire me. I recently met a black South African, Thabo Johnson

(not his real name), who recounted his experience. Once on a flight out of London, he was sitting next to a
white lady in the economy class. Shortly after the plane took off, the lady called a flight attendant.

“I do not want to sit next to a black man,” she said loud enough for the surrounding passengers to hear. “I
would like you to find him another seat.”

Johnson was speechless. He had lived through apartheid, but did not expect such blatant racist statements
in the 21st century.

 “I’ll see what I can do,” the flight attendant managed to reply.
A few minutes later, the head flight attendant came over to assess the situation.  The woman passenger

insisted on getting Johnson moved.
“I think you should find a solution quickly before the situation explodes,” Johnson said to the flight

attendant. By now, he was fuming and was doing his best to keep his cool.
The flight attendant said they were still looking for a space and went to speak to the captain.
Shortly after, she returned and spoke directly to Johnson.
“Mr. Johnson, we have found a seat for you…”
Johnson’s heart sank. Why was he the one who had to move?
“… in business class,” said the flight attendant with a smile.

Handling Racism
Kabuika Kamunga

See Racism page 10

* On this date in 1947, James Baskett won
a Special Academy Award for his work on
Disney’s “Song of the South” animation film.
Baskett was the second African-American to
win an Oscar.

* On this date in 1960, the first lunch
counters were integrated in San Antonio,
Texas.

* On this date in 1965, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. led thousands of people on a 54-
mile march from Selma to Montgomery,
Alabama.

* On this date in 1960, 67 Blacks were
killed and 186 were wounded in a clash with
white police during the Sharpsville Massacre
in South Africa.
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How would you like to write a story
and get it on the front page of the
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312/492-9090

Get Computer skilled
Find out how by
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by the U.S. forces.
So naturally he quits the military and

relocates to a reclusive life in the snowy
wilderness of Wyoming to live as a
disgruntled redneck. The marksman is sought
out and lured back into service, however, by
the mysterious Colonel Isaac Johnson (Danny
Glover); who needs his skills and expertise
to prevent an assassination attempt on the U.S.
President in Philadelphia, who is set to award
the Medal of Honor to the Archbishop of
Ethiopia.

Instead, Swagger again finds himself
duped into another set-up made to look like
he shot the Archbishop instead of the
President.  Swagger barely manages to escape
when shot by an off duty cop hired by
Johnson.

Michael Pena, a talented Latino actor on
the rise from his distinctive performances in
“Crash” and “World Trade Center,” portrays
here a fresh FBI agent recruit, Nicholas
Memphis, who encounters the fleeing and
badly wounded Swagger being chased by
police.

“Shooter” is typical action fare with some
limited intelligence through Wahlberg’s
character that offers some differences that
may not matter over the physical action in

the tightly made movie from skilled film
director Antoine Fuqua who did “Training
Day’ and “King Arthur.” Fuqua serves this
movie well enough by keeping the action
moving and the dialogue smart.  But it is not
too complex to comprehend its conspiracy
theory of corruption in high places.

R; 128min. A Paramount Pictures Release
– Presented at selected theaters

THE LAST MIMZY (**1/2) The sort
of science fiction for kids that adults will
reasonably enjoy, “The Last Mimzy” draws
some parallels, but can’t achieve the same
level of charm and mystique of “E.T.” The
film covers the adventure of two ordinary
children, Noah and Emma Wilder (Chris
O’Neill and Rhiannon Leigh Wryn), who are
confronted with an extra-terrestrial problem

When they travel with their
parents (Timothy Hutton and
Joely Richardson) to their
Seattle beach house they
discover and retrieve a curious
black box from the seashore
waters. The box came from outer
space, from a dying alien
civilization in need of one
human item. However, they have
yet to receive any response
following decades of attempts.

Inside the box is the Mimzy, an emissary
who speaks in a strange language. The Mimzy
is befriended by Emma whose presence
conjures up the same kind of child-like love
and dedication as a young Drew Barrymore
did for her “E.T.”

The kids make use of their toys until one
day their curiosity leads to these items causing
a city-wide blackout that leads to the family
being tracked down by the FBI and Chicago
actor Michael Clarke Duncan.

The rabbit doll signals that time is running
out so the children make their escape to return
back to their home and prepare to send the
item back to space to rescue humanity from
pollution and disease.

 “The Last Mimzy” is, with all its
references and symbolism, a decent kids’
movie that isn’t special enough.   Still, it is an
admirable attempt from director Robert Shaye
who co-owns New Line Cinema. At least the
movie is straight forward enough that it
doesn’t talk down to its audience.

PG; 90min. A New Line Cinema Pictures
Release – Presented at selected theaters

Flicks from page 8 CHASING OCTOBER (***) An
entertaining yet bittersweet documentary told
through the exploits and humorous encounters
of Chicagoan  Matt Liston, a die-hard Cubs
fan motivated by a Harry Caray dream
claiming a World Series was in the Cubs’ near
future.  His obsession to make this dream into
a reality led to him dumping his job, sacrifice
an impending marriage to his live-in
girlfriend, and running up mounting credit
card debts that troubled his parents. All to
capture on film his “positive thinking’ crusade
to help get the Chicago Cubs into the World
Series.

The film follows a four-year span leading
into and through the unforgettable 2003
season, in which the ball team came the
closest to achieving their goal in 95 years.

It is quite an accomplished documentary
achieved by this determined yet energetic fan
who talks with Tribune CEO Dennis
Fitzsimmons, pitcher Kerry Wood, and
celebrity fans like Bernie Mac, Joe Mantegna
and Dennis Franz. He even sent pizzas to the
Pirates’ Kenny Lofton that might have led to
his trade to the Cubs.

Liston creates an entertaining yet
insightful documentary that seems to suggest
the joy in life is living for the quest by
celebrating the wait. Talk about your positive
spin! Not Rated:  98min.  An October
Entertainment Release –

Presented at Music Box Theatre, AMC
Cantera and AMC South Barrington

David Schultz is a film critic for NLCN
and other publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org

Chris O’Neil and Rhiannon Leigh Wryn in New Line
Cinema’s The Last Mimzy

The passengers cheered and applauded.
Johnson eagerly took his bag from the
overhead compartment and went to his
newly assigned seat where flight attendants
would proceed to spoil him with all sorts
of luxuries during the entire flight.

Moments of racism like that can take
us by surprise in the midst of our everyday
life or jolt us to a defensive guard.
However, we always have a choice in how
we react to these incidents. Do we let
racism ruin our life or do we find strength,
courage and faith to overcome it?

Back at the gym, I sprawled over a
bench with sweat dripping over my eyes;

Racism from page 9

At Safe Haven Community Skills Center,
Dr. Eurydice Moore is helping people to
empower both themselves, and the
community.

“We’re strong advocates of
entrepreneurship and fending for one’s self,”
Moore said. “The days of mom and pop jobs
have since past, and we feel that community
citizens really need to know how to start
businesses. Once a person knows how to do
for themselves, they in turn can really have a
profound impact on the community.”

Dr. Moore is a Minister and Bible Teacher
as well as the CEO of the Safe Haven
Community Skills Center, located in Garfield
Park. Since opening the center in 2004, she
has introduced grant research and writing and
community organizing techniques to the West

West Side Skills Center Offers Safe Haven for Workers, Businesses
James Glover

Side. “The main goal of Safe Haven was to
provide the opportunity to the unemployed
and underemployed. It isn’t all about degrees
as much as it is having skills that are
marketable,” she said.

The center offers career services for those
unsure of what they want to do, as well as
staff development for companies seeking
increased productivity. The staff development
program helps both start-up and established
businesses find ways to best utilize their
employees’ talents.

The Center also offers classes in grant
proposal writing, nonprofit management, faith
based counseling and financial literacy. The
workshops and seminars are usually taught
by leaders in education, faith based
organizations and community development.

“These programs benefit the everyday
worker as well as heads of organizations in
that they cover a broad scope [while] still
managing to fall under one central idea which
is career and job management.”

Safe Haven emphasizes the importance
of surviving in an overcrowded workplace.
Due to the high amount of college graduates
who find themselves out of work, Ms. Moore
finds it necessary to encourage self-
employment.

“There were times when you would finish
high school and college with the knowledge
that upon graduation there was a job waiting
for you. You’d work there for 30-40 years then
gracefully retire, but sadly that is no longer
the case,” Dr. Moore said. “Therefore, what
we are doing here is making it possible for

people to stand on their own and not depend
on corporate employment.”

Dr. Moore hopes that Safe Haven’s
programs will enable the community to help
itself. “We want people, especially the black
community, to start businesses and then pass
on the knowledge to someone else. We need
to remain together and keep our communities
thriving through [well] run operations.”

For more information on Safe Haven call
773-407-5372 or 773-426-0271.

James Glover is a North Lawndale
resident who does freelance writing for the
NLCN. He is also involved in Non For Profit
work and Community Organizing. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

my legs, shaking from the exercise regime.
I pondered on what the African-American
man told me about my trainer. I decided to
rely on my instincts. If a person’s vibes feel
right, I go with him no matter what his race
color.

“Do you believe in God?” my trainer
Dan asked me. “I think it was God who sent
you to this gym to work out with me.”

I smiled and made my next appointment
with him.

Kabuika Kamunga has a bachelor
degree in Chemistry and a master’s in
Journalism. She is Congolese and resides
in Chicago. She is currently doing an
internship in Johannesburg, South Africa.
To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

According to Cardenas, since the law was
suspended in January, the governor’s office
has sought input from community leaders and
legislators, including House Speaker Michael
Madigan (D-Chicago).  Madigan, chief
sponsor of the law, opposed the suspension,
thereby furthering the high level of tension
that exists between the governor and the
veteran speaker.

“We have consulted with the speaker and
his office throughout the process … he knew
about today’s announcement,” Cardenas said,
adding that so far “legislators have been
supportive of the proposal.”

It is not yet known whether the speaker
will endorse the new rules. Madigan
spokesman Steve Brown declined comment
because he was not familiar with the
governor’s proposal.

Rev. Al Sampson, member of the
Coalition to Rescind House Bill 4050, was
“cautiously optimistic” about the governor’s
plan, though he believes it is still seriously
flawed.

“There are two glaring problems. The
[credit counseling] fee still gets passed on to
the lenders through the mortgage,” Sampson
said, referring to the $300 a lender must pay
for a borrower to attend credit counseling.

Sampson also believes the counseling
sessions may subject consumers to further
exploitation, including identity theft through
the on-line predatory lending database. The
law requires the credit counselor to submit
the borrower’s social security number to the
database, while there are no assurances from

the state that the information cannot be hacked
into.

“It doesn’t speak to the database
question,” Sampson said. “Until the
government can ensure the protection of
social security numbers and other personal
information, they shouldn’t collect them.”

Sampson and other objectors can voice
their concerns, and even request a public
hearing, during a 45-day notice period, which
begins once the rules are filed with the
Secretary of State.

The initial implementation of House Bill
4050 created uncertainty for lenders and
homebuyers in the targeted communities.

A two-month-long NLCN investigation
revealed that the law pushed several mortgage
lenders out of the targeted ZIP codes, and that
consequently real estate sales in these areas
significantly dropped.

Sampson believes the program amounted
to redlining, a problem the new proposal
avoids by applying it to all of Cook County.

“I think it’s a first step towards taking the
economic exploit out of the industry that has
injured so many people,” Sampson said. “But
we’re only at second base, and the governor
has to get us home, so we can keep our
homes.”

Lending  from front page
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OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 3 individual offices with
month to month leases. $300 per month each. All utilities
included. 24 hour access.  3708 W Roosevelt Rd  Contact Eric
312 296 6551

OFFICE SPACE

LEGAL NOTICE
Due to budget cuts, The Cook County Bureau of Health Services will close eight
of the Ambulatory and Community Health Network’s clinics on April 7, 2007.
Patients may elect to transfer their care and their medical records to another
Ambulatory site by calling the center by phone or visiting in person during business
hours prior to April 7th.  For additional information regarding the closings call
the health center or (312) 864-0201.

Clinic closures

• • • • • Hayes Health Center of Cook County
4859 South Wabash, Chicago, Illinois 60615
(773) 268-4305

• • • • • Westside Health Center of Cook County
3410 West Van Buren, Chicago, Illinois 60624
(773) 265-2800

• • • • • Northside Health Center of Cook County (Thorek)
850 West Irving Park Road, Chicago, Illinois 60613
(773) 975-3262

• • • • • Austin/PATH Adolescent Health Center of Cook County
231 North Pine Street Rm. #133B, Chicago, Illinois 60644
(773) 854-3827

• • • • • Beethoven Child Health Center of Cook County
25 West 47th Street Rm. #133, Chicago, Illinois 60609, (773) 536-5700

• • • • • Bond Health Center of Cook County
7050 South May Street, Chicago, Illinois 60621, (773) 723-3766

• • • • • DuSable Adolescent Health Center of Cook County
4934 South Wabash Avenue Rm. #165, Chicago, Illinois 60615
(773) 548-3208

• • • • • Morton East Adolescent Health Center of Cook County
2423 South Austin Boulevard, Cicero, Illinois 60804, (708) 656-1130

Legal Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY given, pursuant to “An
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed
Business Name in the conduct or transaction of
Business in the State,” as amended, that a
certification was filed by the undersigned with
the County Clerk of Cook County, file no.
D07106396 on March  9, 2007. under the
Assumed Name of Maxamillion and Prostyle
Marketing & Promotions  with the place of
business located at 2101 E.Oak Park Ave.
Berwyn, IL  60402 The true name and residence
address of the owners are: Antwone L. Edwards
2101 E. Oak Park Ave. & Alex McNotty 455
Rebecca Ln. Bolingbrook, IL 60440

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE?
YOU CAN DO IT HERE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

ARE YOU OPINIONATED? ARE
YOU A GOOD WRITER? NLCN is
launching an editorial page later this
month. Please call Wilbert Bledsoe or
Ben Protess at 312-492-9090 if you are
interested in writing a letter to the editor.

TUTORING IN ALL
SUBJECTS Hands-Up
Ministries in conjunction with
Westside NAACP and Carey
Tercentenary Church DATE:
Every Saturday from January 13th

thru March 24th 2007 Time;
11am—1pm      Snacks Served
Ages; 2nd thru 8th grade Where:
Carey Tercentenary Church 1448
S Homan, Chicago, Ill Motto:
Let’s help our kids before it’s to
lateSpecial Thanks: State Rep
Arthur Turner, Walter Harris
Pastor Carey Tercentenary
Church, Vera Davis Chairman of
the Board Westside NAACP Phone:
Mr. Cook 773-522-7330 Leave
Message or Ms. Washington 312-953-
3324

HOUSE FOR RENT - 3 bdrm hse in Lawndale area hrdwd
flrs, 1 lrg master bdrm, full bsmt w/ forced air and heating.
Avail. 1/1/07 $1300 per month plus utilities Call Frank Cox at
708/204-3701

APARTMENT FOR RENT Excellent view across from
Douglas Park. 2 bdrm, heat included, ceiling fan, newly
decorated. Excellent public transportation. A must see apt! one
month rent plus sec. Deposit. Please call 773/762-2641

AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS
HOSTS A YOUNG WEST SIDE
ARTISTS SHOWCASE that features
teens from various local High Schools.
The teens will display their visual and
performance talents in an evening of
fun, art and talent at the showcase at
Garfield Park Conservatory on Friday,
March 30 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

NAJWA DANCE CORPS presents…
Urban Griot Warriors”  9th Annual
“Tell it Like it Is!” Poetry and Dance
Festival April 20, 2007
7:30 p.m. At  The Bruce K. Hayden
Center for the Performing Arts
Malcolm X College 1900 West Van
Buren. Advanced General Admission-
$17.00, General Admission at Door-
$20.00

SISTERSISTERSISTERSISTERSISTERS’ PLAS’ PLAS’ PLAS’ PLAS’ PLACECECECECE

A rA rA rA rA residence fesidence fesidence fesidence fesidence for adult wor adult wor adult wor adult wor adult womenomenomenomenomen
in trin trin trin trin transition in Northansition in Northansition in Northansition in Northansition in North

LLLLLaaaaawndalewndalewndalewndalewndale. Thr. Thr. Thr. Thr. Three comfee comfee comfee comfee comfortortortortortableableableableable,,,,,
colorful rcolorful rcolorful rcolorful rcolorful rooms in a second floorooms in a second floorooms in a second floorooms in a second floorooms in a second floor
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rrrrroom and kitoom and kitoom and kitoom and kitoom and kitchen. Near the Pink Linechen. Near the Pink Linechen. Near the Pink Linechen. Near the Pink Linechen. Near the Pink Line. No. No. No. No. No
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and rand rand rand rand referefereferefereferences rences rences rences rences requirequirequirequirequired. Ped. Ped. Ped. Ped. Per rer rer rer rer room $140/woom $140/woom $140/woom $140/woom $140/week,eek,eek,eek,eek,

$375/month. Call (773) 542-9$375/month. Call (773) 542-9$375/month. Call (773) 542-9$375/month. Call (773) 542-9$375/month. Call (773) 542-9126126126126126

of escape.  Giovanni explores the double meanings of the slave songs but also notes that overseers
ignored the slave signing so long as they worked.

This book travels the length of the developing African-American experience and encourages the
reader to experience the spirituals with full spirituals written at the back of the book.  Giovanni makes
her most poignant point when she speaks of visiting slave ports and German concentration camps.
She says that just as you can still smell the gas in the camps you can hear the moan of the slaves.

This release by Candlewick Press at a rate of $18.99 for the hardcover release makes a notable
inclusion in the works of an accomplished writer.  Giovanni has written more than two dozen books all
informed by the experiences of African American people.  She has been honored with NAACP Image
Awards for three of her poetry collections and currently serves as a professor at Virginia Tech in
Blackburg.

With a foreword by Dr. Arthur Jones, founder and artistic program director of the Spirituals Project,
“On My Journey Now” is an informed read with a pleasing, lyric quality that makes a great buy and a
great gift.

Angelic Jones is a freelance writer and book reviewer for NLCN. Angelic can be reached at
ajoneswrites4u@excite.com. To comment on this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Giovanni from page 4

Bill from page 3

THE POST OFFICE IS HIRING.  If  you
or someone you know might be interested,
have  call 1-866-999-8777. They should
follow the prompts and an application will
be sent to them. Or they can apply online at
http://www.usps.com/employment/
COMED IS  HIRING PT Customer Svc
Reps (CSR) starting at about $20.75 per
hour. email your resume to COMED
(Exelon) at
EEDHRWEST@exeloncorp.com , place the
title of the position you are applying for in
the subject line.

bring attention to immigration reforms.
Upon ending the teleconference, all the

speakers encouraged strong participation in
these events. “No matter who you are, where
you came from or where you stand on the
issues, you opinions really matter,” said
Congressman Gutierrez As representatives,
we are the voice of the people and more

than anything, we need the people to get things
accomplished.”

The number for National Call in Day is 1-
800-417-7666. For information or the visual
and prayer services, call 212-339-9331.

James Glover is a North Lawndale
resident who does freelance writing for the
NLCN. He is also involved in Non For Profit
work and Community Organizing. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

BOYS ASEBALL & GIRLS
SOFTBALL PRESENTS FAMILY
SKATE NIGHT Fleetwood Skating
Rink 7231 W. Archer (at Harlem)
Friday, April 6, 2207 4:30pm-7pm. All
are welcome. $12 per person $15 at the
door children under 7 FREE. For ticket
sales call 773/534-6900 x110 or 773/
386-2881
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99

The Simeon Wolverines won the class
AA state basketball title with an
impressive 77-54 victory over O’Fallon
at Carver Arena in Peoria.  The basketball
powerhouse has now won back-to-back
city and state championships, making
them the first Public League team to
accomplish that feat.

Simeon was ranked No. 1 in the
area and in the state since the
beginning of the season. They only lost
two games the entire season and they
soundly defeated all of their playoff
opponents by over 25 points a game.
Senior guard, Derrick Rose was the
catalyst for the team and the ‘player
of the year’ had an outstanding
tournament. He showed brilliant
basketball skills in all areas of the
game and his unselfish style of play
allowed the other Wolverines to
display their talent as well. Senior
forwards Tim Flowers and Kevin
Johnson were on fire and their offensive production was
boosted by Rose’s great play at point guard.

In the title game against O’Fallon, Flowers poured in 35
points, third most in title game history. He was unstoppable
in the paint and scored time and time again on easy layups
and putbacks. Johnson scored 20 points and had a few monster
dunks to bring the crowd to their feet and squelch the little
momentum O’Fallon was able to muster. Senior guard
Brandon Hall also hit some big shots for the Wolverines early
in the game. His three-point shots early on opened things up
for Simeon under the basket. Rose, on the other hand didn’t
shoot the ball well and made only one field goal but he dished
out eight assists and also had four steals.

It’s no surprise that Simeon won the state and city
championships. The team is loaded with experienced players
at every position. The toughest opponent they faced was

YEAR OF THE WOLVERINES
BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

Todd Thomas

probably St. Joseph, with Evan Turner
and Dimitri MCamey but they
dispatched of them without too much
trouble. Marshall, maybe a little
surprisingly, reached the semifinals for
the second consecutive year but they
were no match for Simeon losing, 56-
44. Both teams have talented players
and are well coached, but this was
simply the year of the Wolverines.
Marshall closed the season ranked No.
2 in the state and they should have
continued success next season with
sophomore Darius Smith and junior,
Ryan Hare returning. They both have
the basketball talent and now the
playoff experience to help Marshall
get over the hump and finally make it
past the semifinals in 2008.

The boy’s basketball final rankings
in the area: No. 1. Simeon (33-2), No.
2. Marshall (26-7), No. 3. Thornton
(25-7), No. 4. St. Joseph (25-5), No.

5. Stevenson (27-7). North Lawndale College Prep also made
it into the rankings, coming in at No. 22.

 Chicago area players who made the class AA All-State team:
Ryan Hare, 6-3 Junior, Marshall, Third Team
Mike Dunigan,  6-10 Junior, Farragut, Fourth Team
Derrick Rose, 6,3 Senior, Simeon, First Team
Tim Flowers, 6-5 Senior, Simeon, First Team
DeAndre Liggins, 6-6 Junior, Washington, Third Team
Michael Thompson, 5-10, Lincoln Park, Fourth Team
Class A All-State
Cordero Smith, 6-2 Senior, North Lawndale College Prep,

Second Team
Isaiah Evans, 6-5, Senior, Third Team
Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for NLCN and other

publications. To comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Simeon’ s Tim Flowers goes up for two of his 35
points


