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Sharon Dixon discusses community concerns with Doretha Penn of the North
Lawndale Greening Committee during Operation Clean July 13
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ADVOCATES RALLY FOR CHARTER PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING
Mary Moran

Chicago parents, teachers and
other advocates for public schools
rallied outside the James R.
Thompson Center on Thursday,
urging Governor Rod Blagojevich
and state lawmakers to address a
growing crisis in Illinois public
schools.

Charter public schools have
established a strong track record of
overall success in the decade since
Illinois began offering parents the
option of sending their children to

Charter schools.
Since that time, Chicago’s

charter schools have produced
higher scores on statewide test in
basic skills, higher attendance rates,
higher graduation rates, and a 76
percent college admissions rate,
accordin to the Office of New
Schools, CPS, 2005 report. Despite
that record, Illinois has the fewest
charter schools of any large state,
creating a waiting list of over
10,000 children hoping to attend

one and turning the
“chance for choice” into an
illusion for most families.
Charter schools are public
schools, without entrance
exams, and currently serve
a student body that is 75
percent low-income, 29
percent Latino and 65
percent African American.

Advocates blame
governor Blagojevich and
lawmakers for failing to
fund a $3.4 million grant
program that helps local
non-profit organizations
launch new charter
schools. Two schools
affected by the lack of
grant funding are Erie

Elementary charter school in
Humboldt Park and ACE Technical
Charter High School in Washington
Park.

Erie opened in 2005 and expects
to serve 160 K-3 graders this year.
ACE Tech was founded in 2004 to
prepare Chicago high school
students to immediately enter good-
paying jobs in the technical field. It
expects an enrollment of 550
students this year.  Both schools can
benefit from grant money. There are
currently 35 total schools that
qualify for State start-up Funding.

The Chicago Math and Science

Academy charter school is located
in the 49th Ward. Alderman Joe
Moore spoke about the great
success of the academy. “I had the
privilege of attending the eight
grade graduation and I was so
impressed with the quality and
intellectual curiosity exhibited by
the students who graduated that day.
The Chicago Math and Science
Academy has provided the children
and families in my neighborhood a
quality education, and a sense of
hope. That is why  I stand here today
with other advocates urging the
governor and other state legislators
to restore funding to ensure other
communities the same educational
opportunities.”

Illinois law authorizes the
Illinois State Board of Education
(ISBE) to provide grants of up to
$250 per pupil for up to five years
to newly created charter schools in
Illinois, but with more than 10,000
kids across Illinois on waiting lists
to get into a charter public school,
ISBE has recommended restoring
funding for this line item, which has
been left unfunded in recent years.

“Now is the time for lawmakers
in our state and the governor to
follow the advice of  ISBE  and
restore the $3.4 million start up fund
that is recognized and mandated in

Alderman Manny Flores along with other participants at the Charter Public School
Press Conference

See Charter page 4

On Friday, July 13, Alderman
Sharon Dixon addressed the
community during an Operation
Clean event on Springfield and
Roosevelt. The mini-conference
was held to inform the community
of the neighborhood cleanup
process.

“We have a tough path ahead
of us,” said Alderman Dixon, “But
I am sure we are all equipped and

Alderman Dixon
Holds Operation Clean

James Glover

Rev. Jesse Jackson, founder of
the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, held
a summit meeting last Friday in
response to the newly installed
Tiahrt Amendment, prohibiting the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF)
from publishing reports that trace
the flow of firearms nationally.

The Amendment, which is
supported by the National Rifle

REV. JESSE JACKSON HOLDS

SUMMIT MEETING CALLING

FOR STRICTER GUN CONTROL
Megan Sieberg

Rev. Jessie Jackson and Dr. Gary Slutkin speaking at a press conference

Association (NRA), further
complicates the process of tracking
criminal weapons use, and allows
more freedom of distribution to
low-volume gun dealers.

Rev. Jackson is one of many gun
control advocates outraged by the
amendment.  He referred to the
current Administration as being
“gang banged,” and concurred with

See Control page 10

ready for it. It’s important that we
make this neighborhood the
beautiful place it was and can be
again.”

Alderman Dixon’s office has
been holding these events for the
past few weeks in an effort to
stress the importance of a clean
and orderly community.
Addressing the complaints that

See Clean page 11
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Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Date:  August 16, 2007
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
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The primary focus for SHS/ NLCN during 2007 will be
People and Education. Our history of people is great. People
have strived to create progress in our community, raised
their families, created businesses, triumphed over
adversaries, and worked in the community. All year long
NLCN will  focus on  articles related to people and education
throughout our newspaper, weblog, and website that serves
the Westside of Chicago.

Acquiring a greater knowledge of each other through
wisdom and a genuine feeling of caring for each other in
our micro-local community areas and homes will improve
the connection we should have between each other. Using
our God given resources which are himself and each other
will create an environment that will provide a climate of
positive growth. Confidence in each other and  assuming
this responsibility will overcome our fear in valuing this
vulnerable process because loving and caring about others
does open us up to dissapointment. But the strong overcome
fear and the dissapointments that may happen. We just have
to be wise as change agents of the people divide. We must
really care about each other.

Education with wisdom can reduce and minimize high
rates of unemployment and underemployment, produce
healthier citizens, and reduce the dependency on traditional
welfare. The West Side is changing, we have to make it in
favor of everyone, equitably.

Throughout the year, we will connect you with resources
and residents working in these areas. NLCN will continue
to provide news and information on issues and events that
are relevant to our readers, as well as touch on the focus of
our previous years. By becoming an educated wise people,
knowing, loving and caring about each other more, we can
more participate and benefit in making our communities
model neighborhoods. We hope by reading this community
newspaper,  you will  become or remain inspired to keep
moving foward to a better life overcoming wisely, adversity.
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   Now that summer time is here men and
especially women are looking for ways to protect
their skin from sunburn and other harmful
elements.

“Jazzy, sexy and cool” is how Dr. Rene Earles
said many of his patients want to look this time
of year. Dr. Earles, a Chicago-based
dermatologist, adds that while the sun is a
welcomed site during the summer, it can also be
dangerous.

“The secret is to practice restraint,” he said.
“The sun is extraordinarily powerful. It brings
happiness in our life and can equally cause
damage to the skin and potentially skin cancer.”

To avoid sunburn or harming your skin
complexion, Earles recommends the following to
minimize any summer damage:

*Do what you can immediately to clear up
acne, yeast and fungus infections, hair problems,
and eczema.

*Minimize dark spots with hydroquinone
products. They help smooth and fade
discolorations and even out your skin

*Exfoliation products and dermabrasion are
also useful, but use with caution to avoid skin
irritation.

*Drink plenty of water.  In the summer, pores
are open and lose water that causes dehydration.
Flush and heal the body by drinking more H20.

*Moisturize, moisturize, and moisturize day
and night to keep skin supple.

*Limit time in the sun, especially if you are
on medications, particularly those for heart
disease and diabetes. Some of these and other
medications react to the sun.

*Use a sunscreen or sun block if you are
sensitive to sunburn.

Unlike the winter when people wear lots of
clothing to protect the skin from frost bite, when
it’s warm people tend to wear as less clothing as

ENJOYING SUMMERTIME

WITHOUT GETTING

BURNED
 Wendell Hutson

See Skin page 11

Last week, on July 11, Mount Sinai
Hospital held its second-annual Emergency
Response Fair, educating people on the
necessary tactics for getting out of a situation
in the event of a emergency..

“This event is designed to help people get
more accustomed to these real life situations
that sometimes unfortunately occur” said Rob
Hummrickhouse, head of the event. “There
is not enough education on how to save lives
and how to survive in the toughest of
situations.”

Many topics were covered, including how
to pack food in case of an emergency, how to
safely move pets in case of evacuation and,
also, how to improve and maintain good
mental health.

“You also have to make sure to pack items
such as can goods, packaged box cereals and
wrapped, individual items such as candy bars,
fruit snacks and blocked cheese. Personal
items like liquid soap, tampons for the
women, and health aid kits are a must,” said
Patricia Clack, Mount Sinai Employee and
Emergency Response Tactician. “Also, toys
for any youngsters is a good idea, as an
already scared child may feel more
comfortable and be easier to handle during
an emergency if a favorite toy or blanket is
accessible.”

After Hurricane Katrina, during which
many pets were injured, Mount Sinai wanted
to make sure that people knew how to
properly transport their pets in case of an
emergency. “Many pets are like part of a
persons family so we wanted to make sure
that people follow simple guidelines as well

Mount Sinai Hospital Hosts Emergency Response Fair
James Glover

as be aware of things that pet owners always
need to have on hand,” said Felicia Daniels,
medical personnel at Mt. Sinai. “Such items
to include are a cage that the animal can be
transported in, food, of course, and any
medication that your animal may require.”

In addition to talking about emergency
response, David Wilson from the Department
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health, was on
hand to discuss the importance of mental
health. “You want to make sure to always
remove yourself from high pressure
situations, as well as make sure to lower the
caffeine in your diet.”

The following are ways, as provided by
the Mt. Sinai medical team, to prevent such
emergency situations, as well as make sure
things are in order:

* Meet with your family members and
discuss the dangers of possible emergency
events including fire, severe weather,
hazardous spills, and terrorism.

* Discuss how you and your family will
respond to each possible emergency. Know
how to contact all family members at all times.
Think 24/7 and 365.

* Draw a floor plan of your home. If
possible, mark two escape routes from each
room.

*  Select two places to meet: a spot outside
your home for an emergency such as fire, and
a place away from your neighborhood in case
you cannot return home (a real possibility
during the day when most adults are at work
and children are at school).

* Identify an out-of-town friend or relative
as your “emergency family check-in contact”
for everyone to call if the family gets
separated. Make sure all family members
have the correct phone number. It is often
easier to call out-of-town during an
emergency than within the affected area.

* Post emergency contact numbers near
all telephones. Include local police, fire and

health departments, poison control, your
children’s schools, doctors, child/senior care
providers and insurance agents.

* Have your family learn basic safety and
first aid measures.

* Keep family records in a waterproof and
fireproof safe.

* Have emergency supplies on hand.
* Teach adults how to turn off the water,

gas and electricity at main switches. If, for
any reason, you do turn off natural gas service
to your home, call your natural gas utility to
restore service. DO NOT attempt to restore
gas service yourself.

Mt. Sinai plans on holding this event every
year, hoping it can inform the public about
safety and emergency response.

NLCN will continue providing medical
news and helpful safety information in the
coming weeks.
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EDUCATION & TRAINING

Taste of North Lawndale August 18th   312/492-9090

July 18 Black Facts

our state law,” said Elizabeth Evans,
Executive Director of Illinois charter schools.
“Illinois should also follow the lead of other
states in the country and lift the cap. We need
1,000 charter schools not 34.”

Jessica Obey and Esoterica Braxton are
from Houston Texas, and both attend charter
schools. They are here in Chicago for the
summer doing community service work in the
KIPP Ascend Charter School located in the
24th Ward and North Lawndale.

 “I started out in public school and then
went into a charter school. I feel the charter
schools are more structured and   prepare you
better for college,” Obey said. Braxton who
has been in a charter school since elementary
school agrees with Obey. “I feel the
expectations are set higher, I wasn’t thinking
about college at first but I am now,” she said.

Victoria Kofman, who has a doctorate in
education, is an advocate of charter schools.

She has gone into suburban areas
talking with residents, who feel there
is a need for a charter school in their
area. Kofman decided on Round
Lake, but without funding the school
is just a dream. “I have taught in
Schools in Chicago and the suburbs
so I know the need to have more
charter public schools,” she said.

Charter public school opponents
have adopted a “politics-as-usual
approach and blocked efforts to
reform a decade-old law which limits
how many charter public schools may operate
in Illinois and even restricts which region of
the state they can serve. The 1995 law makes
Illinois charter public school cap the most
restrictive in the nation.

Elizabeth Evans closed the meeting by
stating that it is time to stop under funding
the future of our children in Illinois. “We need
to pay what is due and invest in all public
schools fairly and at a level that will make

Illinois a competitive success in the 21st

century,” she said.
Mary Moran is a writer for NLCN. Mary

is a veteran of the U. S. Army  and journalism
graduate from Columbia College in Chicago.
To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

Charter from front page

Periana Wilson, graduate of Kipp Ascend Charter
School, speaks at the Charter School Press
Conference

Back to School
Picnic Jam

It’s that time of year when we honor
Diane Spence at the annual “Back-to-

School”  Picnic Jam.  The event is
scheduled for Saturday,  August 11, 2007,
11 am – 7 pm in Garfield Park at Jackson

and Independence Blvd.
Enjoy local bands, musicians, singers,

dancers, free food, games, and a host of
local business and vendors sharing

information.  Be prepared to cheer a grea
softball team, The Fighting Fifth,

coached, by Senator Rickey “Hollywood”
Hendon. In order to make this event a
success we need your help.  We are

looking for in-kind donations for “Book
Bag Kits”, financial contributions and

volunteer’s.  If you would like to make a
donation or volunteer your time or have
any questions Please contact Dr. Earnest
Thomas, Picnic Chairperson, at 773-470-

7948. All vendors can call Mr. Roger
Chandler for table and booth information

at (312) 296-2899.  All are welcome.

Save the Date

On July 14, 250 students from grammar
school and high school were honored for their
hard work throughout the strenuous school
year. They received recognition from the
community.

“We want to show that the community
cares too,” says Rishona Taylor, co-organizer
of the celebration.

The celebration, which was held at the
East Garfield Park Conservatory, honored
students on the A and B honor roll.

Elane Granger, an assistant principal at
Providence St. Mel, also played a major role
in organizing the celebration.  It was
“fantastic,” she said. “Something our
community needs to do.”

Several acts performed throughout the
five hour event. The acts included rap artists,
singers and dancers who performed between
two separate award ceremonies.  The
grammar school students were honored in the
morning and the High school students were
honored in the afternoon.

The celebration was well received by
members of the community. “It’s good to
recognize students in the community. For the
community to speak on [their] behalf is a great

GARFIELD PARK HONORS ELEMENTARY AND HIGH

SCHOOL STUDENTS THAT EXCEL IN ACADEMICS
Will Brown

* On this date in
1918, Nelson Mandela
was born in Transkei
(South Africa). He is
one of the most
influencial leaders of
our time.

* On this date in
1753, Lemuel Hayes was the first Black
minister to serve for a White congregation.
He also escaped from his slaveholder in
Framingham, Massachusetts.

* On this date in 1863, the Fifty-Fourth
Massachusetts Colored Regiment launched its
assault on Fort Wagner, South Carolina.

* On this date in 1863, Sgt. William H.
Carney won Congressional Medal of Honor
for his bravery in the charge and became the
first Black soldier to receive the coveted
award.

* On this date in 1863, Fifty-fourth
Massachusetts Volunteer, regiment composed
of free Blacks of North, made famous charge
on Fort Wagner in the Charleston, S.C.,
harbor.

High School Students honored for their excellent academin perfromance in school See Academics page 7

The Chicago Chapter of MAD DADS (Men Against
Destruction-Defending Against Drugs and Social Disorder)
is an organization of men who are fed up with the senseless
violence and murders of inner-city youth.

They meet the first and third Saturdays of each month
at 6110 W. North Avenue to “strategize ways to impact the
community, collectively, denouncing gangs,” said Nathaniel
Howard, president.

MAD DADS was started in Omaha, Nebraska in 1989
out of the pain and suffering of African-American men
losing their children to killings in their own communities.
The not-for-profit has grown into 60-plus chapters
throughout the US with the Chicago chapter being the only
chapter in Illinois. Howard said he would like to see more
branches in Chicago specifically in Lawndale, Rogers Park
and Englewood because it is making a difference.

“Young men are approaching us asking us ways to better
themselves and ways that they can get involved in what we
do,” said Howard. “They’re looking for hope.”

“It’s about the approach you use, and they’ll respect
you. For instance, first thing I would ask is, do you have a
family? Do you have children,” said Howard

MAD DADS is set on saving the children by presenting

MAD DADS - Men Concerned About the
Youth of Their Communities

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

to them a different kind of role model than the kind they
might see on the streets of their neighborhoods.

“The visible presence of “real men” is what MAD
DADS is all about,” said Howard. “The two elements
missing are God and real men. And I know if we put those
two elements back in their respective places, we would not
have the problems that we’re seeing out here today.”

Some of the things MAD DADS do to show the kids in
the neighborhood a different way of life, include exposing
them to different opportunities outside their communities.

“We take them out to the Gary/Chicago Airport where
the Tuskegee Airmen and their organization take these
young folks up and expose them to aviation in the air,” said
Howard. “They fly every child that we bring out. And that’s
an experience the kids talk about for a long time.”

MAD DADS also takes them whitewater rafting in
Indiana. “You know, our children aren’t exposed to those
type of water sports. We have done this for several years,”
he said. “MAD DADS wants to broaden their horizons by
exposing them to different things, spiritually, culturally and
career-wise, and this is what we have done over the years.
And we’re going to continue doing that.”  They will be

See DADS page 7
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TO YOUR HEALTH & SPIRITUAL LIFE

I am one of seven Youth Health
Ambassadors. The program is about living
according to the five pillars of health: healthy
body, healthy society, healthy finances,
healthy relationships, and healthy mind. It
teaches young people how to be role models
of healthy living in the North Lawndale
community.

As health ambassadors, we are preparing
to take our health and wellness message to
our peers and younger children. We are
learning how to use the O.W.N.E.R.S.
acronym to talk to others about living a
healthy life. The letters in the acronym stand
for the first letters in the words oxygen, water,
nutrition, energy, rest and relaxation, and
success. They are all the things we need to
live.

For example, without oxygen you cannot

Youth Health Ambassador Program
Demetrius Hiley

breathe. Water transports nutrients, waste
products, hormones, and disease fighting
cells. You need the nutrients in foods like
cabbage, broccoli, collards, peaches, grapes,
strawberries, and other fruits and vegetables
to live longer. If you don’t have enough
energy, you cannot walk, play, lift, drive or
run. If you don’t get rest you will wake up
tired and un-energized.

During the past few weeks, we have
worked in four of North Lawndale’s many
gardens.  Ms. Velma Johnson taught us how
to weed and cut stems. As a team, we learned
about many plants and vegetables.

We are learning how to prepare healthy
meals and how to sustain ourselves by getting
involved in urban agriculture. On Saturday,
July 7, Mr. Fred Mitchell taught us how to
cook smothered cabbage, roasted chicken

breast, and Stovetop cornbread patties. The
cabbage was cut up, rinsed, and seasoned with
green peppers, onions, Himalayan salt,
pepper, and other seasonings. The chicken
breast was sliced, soaked in water, seasoned,
and roasted in a pot with a small amount of
peanut oil. Last, but not least, the homemade
cornbread was made with Aunt Jemima
cornmeal, Himalayan salt, pepper, eggs, and
milk. Then we cooked it on a skillet like hot
cakes.

On July 9, we had a good experience with
the honey bees at the Fillmore Apiary. This
beehive farm is located on Fillmore between
Central Park and Independence. We learned
that the honey is natural and the beekeepers
do not use any pesticides or herbicides. We
also got to taste the healthy honey.

On Wednesday, July 11, the ambassadors

were on Dr. Israel’s “Open Your Mind to
Healthy Living” internet radio talk show.  We
had a good time talking about our Youth
Health Ambassador program. Listening to this
show is a good way to learn about your health.

Since the program began, I have learned
to live a healthier life. I don’t eat as much
junk food as I used to. I exercise more often.
I sleep more. I have more energy. I drink clean
and purified water. I also know that the air I
breathe is unhealthy, but  that I can make it
better by using plants in my house.

Thanks to the Center for Health
Promotion and Enhancement, Dr. Israel, and
everyone who made this program possible,
my life and my mind are healthier.

Demetrius Hiley is a Youth Health
Ambassador and resident of North Lawndale.

Often on our journey, we see people who
seem to be dead (living in sin so deep that
they think wrong is right and right is wrong).
In Deuteronomy 30:19, Moses set before the
people life and death blessings and curses.
Obedience to God is life and disobedience
to God is death.  The choice is clearly ours.
Even though The Father loves us so much
that he gave us the answer, he won’t make
us take it.

Hebrews 5:9 states that, being made
perfect, He became the author of eternal
salvation to all those who obey. Somehow,
in these perilous times, dead men walking
have convinced people that all they have to
do is open their mouths and claim Jesus as
their personal savior and they will be saved.

WORD UP:   Why Seek Ye The Living Amongst The Dead?
Calvin Crayton

It doesn’t matter what they do or how they
live.  In Luke 6:46-49 Jesus states:

And why call ye me Lord, Lord and do
not the things which I say. Whosoever cometh
to me and heareth my sayings and doeth them.
I will show you unto whom he is like; He is
like a man which built a house and digged
deep and laid the foundation on a rock and
when the flood arose, the stream beat
vehemently upon that house and could not
shake it for it was founded upon a rock. But
he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man
without a foundation built an house upon the
earth ; against which the stream did beat
vehemently, and immediately it fell and the
ruin of that house was great.

It is easy to go along with the status quo,

in which there are no rules.  We believe that
if it feels right, it is right.  We don’t take into
consideration that we don’t have to feel right
to do right.  One would have to be brain dead
to believe that Jesus felt like going to the
cross.  He went so that we could have life.
We never consider that it was the way he lived
that qualified him to go to the cross. You see,
it was his living sacrifice that made the cross
possible.  That is why we, who claim to be
followers of Christ, must ask ourselves, are
we following his walk, which is the only
example of belief and trust in him or are we
letting dead men lead us because we love
them more than life?

Jesus is The Truth, The Way and The Life.
When we allow ourselves to become

conditioned to darkness, light hurts our eyes.
Rather than letting our eyes adjust to the
light, we close our eyes or turn the light off
because we have become comfortable in
darkness.  We choose to be around people
who like darkness and, before long, we think
death is life. Yet, everyday we have a chance
to repent.  We have a God who can make dry
bones live again and Red Seas part.  Let’s
come back to life by acknowledging Him in
all our ways, one moment at a time.
Remember, if you don’t read the Book, You
Lose The Lesson. Word Up!!

Calvin Crayton is community resident
and writer on spiritual matters. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

“And the Lord God took the man, and put
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the
man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden, thou
mayest freely eat. But of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die,’ ” Genesis 2:15-17 tells us.

Genesis 3:1 says, “Now the serpent was
more subtil (subtle) than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And he said
unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, ‘Ye shall
not eat of every tree of the garden’? ”

In the third verse, part of Eve’s response
to the serpent was, “But of the fruit of the
garden, God hath said, ‘Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.’ ”

This dialogue between Eve and the
serpent never should have taken place. And
had she stayed away from that which was
forbidden — the tree of knowledge of good
and evil — she would not have been placed
in a position to be deceived — or to use her
word, “beguiled” — by the devil.

Someone may ask the question: Why was
she carrying on a conversation with the devil,
or the serpent, in the first place? Great
question.

James 1:14-15 gives us an explanation:
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed.

In other words, the serpent, the devil, was
able to entice her through her curiosity. And
he was subtle in his calculated approach. 

The Bible says, “the serpent (snake) was
more subtil (subtle) than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made.” One
definition of “subtle,” as Webster’s Dictionary
says, is that which is “delicately suggestive;
not grossly obvious; not open or direct;

It Is Important To Be Able To Discern
When The Devil Speaks To You

Donald Lee

crafty; sly; not easily detected (as in a “subtle”
poison).

By the way, isn’t it interesting that the
devil would use (as his instrument to bait man
into separating himself from God) the serpent,
which “was more subtle than any beast of the
field which the Lord God made”? For Satan,
himself, is “delicately suggestive; not grossly
obvious; not open or direct; crafty; sly; not
easily detected.” Satan, himself, is a “subtle
poison.”

Because of this fact, this kind of teaching
— discerning when the devil is speaking to
you — is extremely important. Being able to
discern this — or identify the devil’s voice
regardless of whom or what he chooses to
operate through — is literally a matter of life
and death.

Though Eve made a big mistake by
carrying on dialogue with the serpent, thus
positioning herself to be played by the devil,
her biggest mistake was being at the very
place (the tree) God forbade.

At some point, she reasoned within herself
that even though she couldn’t eat of the fruit
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
she could at least stand up to it, or be around
it, or be in its vicinity. She reasoned that if
she couldn’t eat of its fruit, she could at least
handle being in its proximity, being just close
enough to it without so much as “touching”
it.

But what she (and her husband, too)
found out the hard way was that anything one
lusts for or covets in his (or her) heart, he (or
she) will have. And whatever (or whomever)
he (or she) will have will ultimately produce
death (James 1:14-15; Matthew 5:28).

The devil already knows and thoroughly
See Discern page 10
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Sponsored with a grant from the Steans Family Foundation  through their North
Lawndale Community Neighborhood Grants Program

Luther Head Returns to Manley
Todd Thomas

  Luther Head and his Young Fans at Manley

Taste of North Lawndale
August 18th   312/492-9090
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Congratulations AL MOOROC BARBER Shop July Business of the Month

AL MOOROC owner Maurquette EL Bey

North Lawndale Community News and
Harris Bank are proud to honor AL
MOOROC Barber Shop located 3042 W.
Roosevelt Rd., as North Lawndale’s Small
Business of the Month for July.

Maurquette El Bey, 35, an insightful
young man who after four years living in
Atlanta, Ga., has returned back to his roots to
serve this community.

Al Mooroc has been opened for the past
month and walking into the bright storefront
shop the first thing you notice is the Moroccan
flag draped across a red wall.  Pictures of
Marcus Garvey and Noble Drew Ali hangs
proudly bringing a sense of pride and purpose
of African-American heritage to this
culturally decorated shop.

El Bey (Master Barber), and his employee
Carl King (C.K.) are busy working their craft
and while the shop is still a work in progress,
it beckons you to enter for a better peek.  Ask
the questions what does Al Mooroc means
and El Bey a follower of the Moorish Science
Temple of America will graciously answer.

“When you through the history you’ll
understand that El Morocco is a sacred, or
secret name of America…it is actually a
masculine way of saying America,” he said.

This is more than your typical barbershop
here you’ll hear more than the latest updates
on sports, politics and neighborhood gossip
– history is a hot topic.

This young entrepreneur has bigger plans

for the North Lawndale community and
helping others, especially the children are his
top priority.

“What I plan on doing is to put forth
toward the young children something to look
forward too…  I have some programs, and

things of that nature that I want to establish
and get into effect in the community.” He said.
“My whole thing is to apply myself into this
community and do more than cutting hair.”

To read the full version of this article see
the North Lawndale Community News July
11, 2007 issue.

Luther Head returned to his old stomping
grounds at Manley High School last week
to deliver his basketball wisdom to the
neighborhood youth at his first summer
basketball camp. Head currently plays guard
for the NBA’s Houston Rockets.  Before
that, he was a star at the University of
Illinois.

Head likes to see youth in the area
playing basketball.  He thinks athletics is a
way for kids to spend time constructively.

“When kids start getting back into
basketball they’ll be doing positive things,
rather than turning their life towards
negative things,” Head says. “That’s what it
did for me and I feel like it can work for
other kids … it don’t stop with me.”

This is the first year of the camp and
Head has plans to keep coming back each
summer. The camp lasted one week and next
year he hopes it can run longer.

“This year is really like a test. I’m
looking to do it every year, but I might want
to do it for several more days to give kids
more time to be out there playing ball,” says
Head.

The camp gave basketball-loving kids a

chance to learn the game from one of the
best players to come out of the area in years.

Head’s best season was his junior year
at Manley when he was All-City and was
selected as the MVP of the Blue-West
Division. That year, he averaged 20 points,
eight assists and seven rebounds per game.
He continued to play well his senior season
and eventually signed to play for the
University of Illinois.

In college, Head was a stalwart defender
and a streaky scorer, who could bury the
three-pointer. His senior year he was second
team All-American and helped lead Illinois
to their first ever NCAA title game, which
they lost to the Kansas Jayhawks.  He was
then the 24th pick in the first round of the
2005 NBA draft.

Head has put together two, relatively
productive, seasons as he continues to learn
the game at the highest level.  As a rookie
he averaged 8.8 points and 2.7 assists. He
kept the same pace during his second year.
His most impressive statistic in 2007 was
his .441 three-point shooting average, which
was fourth in the league. Head’s basketball

See Luther page 8
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thing,” said Debra Simpson, whose niece
Jemia Simpson was recognized.

“It’s a good thing to keep encouraging,”
says Raynettie Partee, mother of Deborah
Otis. Although the event was a success, there
are still plans to make the celebration even
greater.  Future plans include “awards for

adult learners that continue with GED
courses,” says Taylor, as well as the “hosting
of an academic bowl and academic
roundtable,” says Granger.

Will Brown is a North Lawndale resident.
To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

Elementary school kids that were honored at the event

Academics from page 4

GOYA’S GHOST (**)  “Goya’s Ghosts” is
an uneven, yet sometimes interesting period drama
set during the Spanish Inquisition. At the outset in
1792, Madrid; the board members of the Holy
Office of the Inquisition are upset over the drawn
description of themselves as demonic interpretation
from artist Fracquis Goya (Stellan Skarsgard) who
was considered the greatest painter in Spain.

The Inquisitor General (Michael Lonsdale)
who feels a course of action to preserve their

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

religious order should be taken, until board member,
Brother Lorenzo (Javier Bardem) calmly intervenes
and argues that their current religious stanza should
instead reverse back more to the “old ways of fearing
God”. And against the council’s belief and objection
that Goya’s artistic work promotes Satanism.

Lorenzo visits Goya at his studio home, where
Goya prepares to do a massive portrait of King
Carlos IV’s (Randy Quaid in a role that he only
physically resembles his girt for his royal wealth)
slightly pudgy faced Queen on a large horse; who
later is not too flattered by the self portrait. In a
carefully worded conversation, Lorenzo

commissioned a self portrait done by the artist.
Oddly enough the film shifts ahead fifteen years,

The Inquisition has been brought down by Napoleon,
somehow Lorenzo returns back in religious and
politic power who jailed several of the Holy Order
members including the aging General (Michael
Lonsdale) while freeing those accused the order
imprisoned. This includes a slightly senile worn out
Ines who seeks out Goya’s help who has since gone
deaf. Ines reveals she gave birth to a daughter that
was instantly taken away, who is now a beautiful
adult living off the streets.

Then history steps in again when news of the
British troops joining up with the Spanish army that
helps somehow put the Holy Order council back in
power but are unable to renounce Lorenzo to convert,
and a tragic ending in which the mother and daughter
are close, but never met. Such Ines was distracted by
a melee tavern with the guard that Ines’ real daughter
run out abandoning a new baby that Ines thinks is
hers at birth.

“Goya’s Ghosts” is an interesting film for its
performance, but a bit of a mess by its story. Even
though, the basic drama comes through. In which
Goya tries to find Ines to right the wrong and it’s
blending of historic events along the story and
characters’ course that makes for an uneven fit to
watch. R; 117min. A Samuel Goldwyn Films release
– Presented at selected theaters

HAIRSPRAY (**1/2) One could almost argue
that John Waters’ “Hairspray’ has something it shares
in common with Mel Brooks’ The Producers”. Each
started out as outlandish yet commercially successful
movies that went to the Broadway stage as a musical
and transformed back  now to almost a full circle as
a movie musical.

The end result for this musical version of

director- choreographer Adam Shankman’s
“Hairspray” may be more antiseptic; if you remove
the equation of Waters’ shock/schlock penchant for
being amoral and sexually twisted within the vision
of the story in his 1988 movie that was his only and
most successful mainstream effort.

What remains is the essence and energy of
Waters’ nostalgic satire about one teenage girl’s
quest to pursuit her dream over her weight and her
love for “race music” that led to the integration of
Blacks being allowed to dance with Whites on a
popular teen dance show in Baltimore in the 1960’s.

Newcomer Nikki Blonsky may have been
inspired by what Chicagoan Jennifer Hudson
accomplished in her first ever movie, “Dreamgirls”;
as she tries to belt out and rump shakes a formidable
performance as the plus size heroine, Tracy
Turnblad who endures school life, just to rush home
with her best friend, Penny Pinkleton (Amanda
Bynes) to dance and dream of being one of the TV
dancers on the Corny Collins show that showcases
well groomed, all white teens dancing to the latest
hit records. Hogging the camera time is “princessy
and blonde” Amber (Britney Snow) whose

See Flicks page 10

Natalie Portman and Javier Bardem in Goya's
Ghosts

taking the kids to a Sox game and to Great
America in August.

“A lot of organizations have initiated
activities that MAD DADS started,” said
Howard, such as overnight camp-ins that
MAD DADS used to do on Friday nights.
“When you expose a kid to something like
this, that’s one kid off the street,” said
Howard.  “Saving his life and possibly saving
him from taking someone else’s life.”

The Chicago chapter is also involved in
the 15th district peer jury system where youth
who have committed minor offenses carry out
their peer jury sentence through MAD DADS.

There are only 12 committed men actively
participating and coming to the meetings
according to Howard.  “They give 10,000
excuses why they can’t come. It’s not about
your ability or inability, but your availability,”
he said. “Just come to the meetings.  The
apathy is at an all-time low. It’s sad that we’re
the victims and the perpetrators.”

Howard holds the state and local
governments accountable also, saying there
should be a budget where any child that wants
to get involved in something during the
summer, can. “If they do that, then that’s one

child that won’t be out here with nothing on
his mind.”

Howard lost his middle son in 1996 to
street violence and said he wonders how the
government can justify the mass production
of deadly weapons such as scopes and oozies,
which the only purposes of these weapons are
for gang warfare. “If you can’t regulate or
control the guns, you can stop making the
ammunition so that they can’t use the guns,”
said Howard.

MAD DADS Chicago has a book club for
men, which has existed for two years.
Howard said it is slow moving, but it, too,
will continue. They are currently reading The
Pursuit of Happiness by Chris Gardner. Other
books they have read and discussed in the past
include Death of Innocence by Mamie Till-
Mobely, Succeeding Against the Odds by
John Johnson, Forced Into Glory: Abraham
Lincoln’s White Dream by Lerone, Jr. Bennett,
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry,
and a book based on Bill Cosby’s
controversial statements about black youth,
titled Enough: The Phony Leaders, Dead-
End Movements, and Culture of Failure That
Are Undermining Black America—and What
We Can Do About It by Juan Williams. The
book club meets the second and fourth

Sundays of each month from 2-4 PM.
DADS is not government funded. They

have received a few grants for certain events
for the kids, but they pay their own rent and
expenses from their own pockets, and Howard
said they will continue to do that also until
they get some kind of funding from elsewhere.
The Chicago group of MAD DADS started
in 1996 but officially became a chapter in June

Academics from page 4

of 1997.  “This is not our organization, it is
God’s organization, and it will continue on,”
said Howard.

For more information call 773-637-3237
or attend a meeting.

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson is a poet and
writer for NLCN and Residents Journal. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

(L) Nathaniel Howard, president of MADDADS Chicago and members

Everybody reading this article we need a
moment of silence for something very special,
now, open your eyes and say Happy Birthday
to me!

Speaking of setting my B-day off with a
bang, Remy Ma shot her friend of 15 years
and babysitter Saturday and is being charged
with attempted murder, assault and criminal
possession of a weapon. Remy and her friend
Makeda Barnes-Joseph allegedly got into it
over $2000 and Remy shot her twice in the
torso. Remy got into her Cadillac Escalade,
while her friend yelled out “am I going to die,”
and pulled off. She crashed just a few blocks

What It Iz In The Biz
Marquita Ware (Lucas Spicer contributed to this article)

away and fled into a pizza bar.
Barnes-Joseph was taken to Saint
Vincent’s Hospital and is in stable
condition. Remy turned herself in
to authorities and posted a
$250,000 bond. As she was
leaving the jailhouse she cursed
at the cameras telling them to get
the cameras out of her
&^%$#@$ face! Apparently, this
is not the first time she has been
involved in violence. She bashed
a girls face in when she was in a
foster home at the age of 17 and
she put a gun to a man’s head and

pulled the trigger but the bullet missed him.
Dang Remy Ma I didn’t know you got down
like that!

After his Viewers Choice win at the BET
Awards looks like Lil Wayne is the people’s
favorite. So he is getting awarded with his
very own reality show.  Weezy is hunting for
the next big thing on a new online reality
show, “Making the Next Hit! With Lil
Wayne.” The New Orleans rap star will be
combing the country for new producers,
models, singers, rappers and comedians on
the show, which begins holding auditions in
August. “Making the Next Hit!” will be
hosted by MC Busy Bee and Pit, the producer
behind the Shop Boyz’ hit “Party Like a

Remy Ma and her friend Makeda, her SUV she
crashed and the pizza bar she fled to

See Biz page 10
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Economic Development

prowess has earned him a million dollar
salary, but he says he still reflects on college.

“I miss college,” Head says. “College
taught me a lot. When you go to college you
do things and you might make mistakes, but
you learn from them. I think that was the most
important thing in my life.”

Now that he has learned some tough
lessons of his own, he’s giving back
knowledge about the game to the youngsters.

“They’re forgetting about having fun and
just playing hard,” says Head. “They’re also
forgetting that whatever hard work you put
into your game you’re gonna get good things
to come out of it.”

Playing hard was also emphasized at this
year’s basketball camp, says Head.

“I think it turned out pretty good. The kids
played hard and I think they got something
out of it – that’s the important thing.”

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Luther from page 7

It is about time the racial slur, the N-
word, be finally put to rest. The National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) organized a
symbolic burial of the N-word, thus making
a move to erase it from the vocabulary.

This positive act should make African
Americans proud. On his website, a New
York City resident agrees with me.

“It was a word developed to justify
slavery and dehumanize people,” he said.
“And it should not be used, especially in
the manner young people are using it. You
can’t re-format a word that’s despicable.”

The American Heritage dictionary

All Hail the N-Word is Dead
Michael B. Miller

defines the N-word as a disparaging term used
for a black person.  If I am not mistaken that
word is a negative term for anyone; for any
socially, economically, or politically deprived
group of people.

I have always been against the N-word
that started out in slavery. It was and still is a
word that people use to degrade black people.
Racist white people have stopped using the
word publicly, but we, black people use the
word as a way of communicating with each
other. I don’t know how often I have heard
the expression ‘nigger please’ from black
people. We have brainwashed ourselves to use
the word more often than anyone else. We

use this word so freely that some of us forget
that it is a bad word.

“Today’s black artists have embraced the
word and use it almost as a term of
endearment,” said Todd Boyd, who is a
University of Southern California professor
of cinematic arts.

However, when we use the word, we are
being negative. ‘That nigger must be crazy,’
‘I am going to kick that nigger butt.’

Since the N-word funeral took place in
Detroit and not Chicago, will African
American Chicagoans continue to use the
N- word? I believe the burial applies to the
entire country. There should be a ceremony in

REVERSE MORTGAGES FOR SENIOR HOMEOWNERS
K L Gillespie

To help meet financial obligations and to
have more cash on hand, many seniors have
turned to reverse mortgages.  A reverse
mortgage is a loan that allows homeowners
62 and older to convert a portion of the equity
in their home into cash. The homeowner can
either receive the cash as a lump sum, regular
monthly payment, a line of credit, or a
combination of the three.

Unlike a traditional loan where payments
are made to a lender, in a reverse mortgage
the lender is actually making the payments to
you.  The borrower has no monthly payment
as long as they live in the property.  The full
amount of the loan, including interest, is
repaid when the last surviving homeowner
moves, sells the property, or passes away.

There are many reasons why a senior
would use a reverse mortgage.  According to
the Regional Reverse Program Manager,
Kristine Voyles, with Wells Fargo, one of the
biggest benefits is that it frees up cash that
homeowners don’t have access to, allowing
them to do many things they never thought
were possible.

“One of our biggest sayings is house rich,
cash poor, meaning that they have this huge
asset, but unless they do a reverse mortgage
they don’t have access to any of the money.
Everybody that I’ve helped has been thrilled,”
said Voyles.  Seniors can use the money for
anything and many have cashed in to pay for

home improvements, healthcare expenses,
their grandkids college education, and a
vacation.

The amount of funds one is eligible to
receive is primarily based on their age and
the value of their property.  The older you are
and the more valuable your property, the more
money you are eligible to receive.  One thing
to consider, however, is that you’re using up
the equity in your home which has
accumulated over the years. As a result,
borrowers are required to purchase mortgage
insurance so that they will never owe more
than the value of their home.

“This is what HUD requires to back the
loan and the purpose of that is so that if the
seniors ever outlive the value of their home
in the future, their heirs will not be responsible
for anything.  Their kids are not responsible,
and their estate is not responsible because they
have this mortgage insurance,” said Voyles.

Just like a traditional loan, there are costs
and fees associated with a reverse mortgage.
Some companies require you to pay an
application fee of around $300 while others
have chosen to waive this fee. There are also
the usual closing costs such as an origination
fee, credit report, appraisal, title fee, and
recording fees which can all be financed as
part of the loan amount so that no cash outlay
is required.

Several myths are associated with reverse

mortgages.   “One of the big myths is that the
bank is taking your house, and that’s not true.
The title is staying in their name, so they are
still responsible for taxes, insurance, and
routine maintenance of the property. Another
is that they are not safe. These loans are
backed and regulated by HUD.  They’ve put
in safety measures as far as the interest rate,
they make people do a counseling session to
make sure that nobody’s trying to scam them,
and they regulate everything, so they’re very
safe in that respect,” said Voyles.

Another myth is concerning their affect
on senior benefits. Voyles commented that
reverse mortgage proceeds are considered
equity, not income, so they do not affect
Social Security, Medicare, or any of the real
estate tax benefits seniors usually receive.

If you are considering a reverse mortgage,
ensure that you understand the product and
its costs before signing any papers.  HUD
offers several classes that will help you evaluate
your options to confirm you are making the right
selection and getting the best deal.

For more information on Wells Fargo’s
Reverse Mortgage Program, Kristine Voyles
can be reached at 309-335-0826.

Katherine Gillespie is NLCN’s Financial
Columnist.  She is a North Lawndale resident
and she has an MBA from the Illinois Institute
of Technology.  To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

every state though. Will it be a crime now to
use the N-word? It has always been bad for
white people to use the word.  Now, will black
people too suffer consequences for using the
word? I believe we can do more. There has to
be some type of law against using the N-word.

African-American magazines, Ebony
and Jet, banned the use of the N- word.
About 7 months ago, Radio Talk Show Host
Alfred Charles “Al” Sharpton Jr. encouraged
people, especially youth, to stop using the
N-word because of its implications in a hate
crime at Howard beach, Brooklyn last year:
a gang of white male teenagers brutally beat
three black male teenagers. While they
swung their bats, the white boys used racial
epithets, including the N- word.

Michael B. Miller is a North Lawndale
resident. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

If you grow up in bad community than
the chances of you actually make it out are
all ready against you. It’s like a rotation and
one generation teaches the next generation but
we need to stop it here, this generation, right
now.

Yeah some make it out and they do some
great things with there lives but a lot don’t
make it and they end up locked up or dead
and many of them will end up on drugs does
are the ones I think about the most because I
can’t picture one of my friends on drugs or
worse one of my family member.
In the year of 2007 you have a teenager that
goes to school died almost every other day is
that really what we won’t. If you live in bad
community and your try raise your kids you
are going to have to be real strict because now
days you don’t have to many kids that lead,
they follow and the ones they follow most of
the time are the ones that are doing wrong.
There are a lot of single parents out there and
can’t be there all the time and they have to

How The
Community You

Grow In Can
Determine The
Adult You’ll Be

Lavonte’Roache”

See Adult page 10
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Sports & Entertainment

Ballplayers are made in the summertime - Sonny
Parker

The Color Purple is equal in dramatic
resonance to the novel and the movie of the
same name. Playing at the splendid Cadillac
Palace Theater, the magnificent musical’s
orchestra begins with a rich overture to
introduce the two sisters, Celie and Nettie.

Raped by her father, Celie is pregnant for
the second time.  The father/grandfather
murders their first incest child and sold off
the second one. The perverted and sadistic
father beats Celie like a slave. An equally
perverted neighbor wants a wife to enslave
and has his eye on the younger Nettie,
considered the prettier one. The father won’t
part with Nettie – now having designs on her
– and convinces the suitor to take Celie
instead, describing her as hard working and
malleable. While Celie is led off to continue
a life of misery, Nettie escapes and sets out
on her own.   Thus the motif of savage men
and victimized women is established.

The marvelous song and dance sequences
serve as relief from the dire events; yet they
also bracket the horrors, making them more
poignant when they resume.

The town is whipped into frenzy by the
impending return of Shug Avery, a blues
singer who has magic powers over men.  One
such lover is Celie’s husband “Mister,” whose
devotion to Shug is complete.  Upon arrival,
she heads to their house and enthrones herself
as the queen of party time. Instead of resenting
her, Celie is fascinated by this untamed
woman and welcomes. Mister’s easygoing
son, Harpo, hooks up with Sofia, a woman of
confidence, charisma and with her own brand
of sex appeal.   Their courtship and budding
love is a welcome lightening of tone in the
play.

Mister hates Sofia’s independence but
Harpo stands his ground. He opens a
nightclub where Shug will perform. The club
is a place of joy and possibilities as opposed
to the oppression and slavery of Mister’s
farm.

The musical flows between dark and light,
buoyed up by marvelous orchestral support
plus the singing and dancing of the characters.
Spoken dialogue is at a minimum as the songs
carry the plot and character development.

The play adheres to the strange inversion
of the novel; Black men, and not the white
rulers, become the equivalent of the Ku Klux
Klan.  Only late in the play, do we see white
oppression when Sofia has an altercation with
the white mayor of the town while shopping.
Arrested and tortured in prison, she is released
to work in the home of the mayor.

A great torment to Celie is never hearing
from her sister, Nettie.  Fortunately, the Blues
Singer Shug finds the letters from Nettie to
Celie that Mister had hidden.  Nettie has
become a missionary in Africa. Celie revels
in her sister’s letters, and this sets up a
powerful sequence in the musical.   The life
that Nettie describes in Africa comes alive
on the stage. The costumes are magnificent;
the dancing and pantomime are breathtaking.
Then suddenly the white colonizers attack and
destroy the village, with only Nettie and a few
others escaping. Back in America, Mister,
Celie and Shug make a very cozy threesome
as Shug makes it clear that she loves them
both.   Finally, Nettie makes her way back to
America.  This homecoming is the occasion
for an orgy of reconciliation and acceptance
with a finale that praises and thanks God.

The five, central characters are all well-

realized: Celie is played by Jeannette
Bayardelle; Shug Avery by Michelle
Williams; Rufus Bonds, Jr. as Mister; Stu
James as Harpo and Felicia P. Fields as Sofia,

The music director, Sheilah Walker,
executes the all-
e n c o m p a s s i n g
orchestration; Paul
Tazewell’s costumes
perfectly invoke the
era; Donald Byrd’s
choreography is
magnificent; the
lighting and sound
design – Brian
MacDevitt & Jon
Weston – are
appropriately both
subtle and supportive.
Gary Griffin’s
direction knits it all
together. Based on the
novel by Alice
Walker, the book is by
Marsha Norman, the
swinging music and
lyrics by Brenda
Russell, Allee Willis
and Stephen Bray.

The Color Purple
will play through
September 2 at the
Cadillac Palace
Theatre, on 151 W.
R a n d o l p h .
P e r f o r m a n c e
schedules are Tue -
7:30 PM; Wed - 2 &
7:30; Thu - 7:30; Fri

- 8 PM; Sat - 2 and 8PM; Sun -  2 PM.    Ticket
prices are $28 - $85;  (312) 902-1400.

Mike Cook is a North Lawndale resident
and NLCN’s theatre critic. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

THEATRE REVIEW:  THE COLOR PURPLE
Mike Cook

Sonny Parker has led a charmed life on
the basketball court. He started out playing
on the playgrounds of the west side, and then
went on to become a top-notch player at
Farragut High School. Parker’s hoop dream
did not end there.  He went on to have a six-
year NBA career with the Golden State
Warriors, from 1976 to 1982. His best season
was in 1979 when he averaged 15.2 points
and 5.6 rebounds per game. That season,
Parker also shot 50 percent from the field and,
defensively, had 144 steals.

Parker has run the Sony Parker Summer
Basketball League for 17 years.  For the last
five summers, games have been played in the
heart of North Lawndale at Homan Square
Gym.

“I could have gone across town and held
the league at a university in a different
neighborhood, but Lawndale is my

One-on-One With Sonny Parker
Todd Thomas

community. I grew up in this
community and we should never
forget where we come from,”
Parker said. “We want to keep the
league community-based on the
grassroots level.  I grew up at 19th

& Homan and I remember going to
SEARS shopping, so this is my
area.”

Playing basketball is a full time,
year-round endeavor.  There is
really no time off the court, whether
it’s on the professional, collegiate
or prep level. Parker looks at
summer basketball as a natural part
of a basketball player’s life cycle.

“Summer basketball is good
because it’s positive and it’s an
alternative to the streets. But it’s
really a good way of staying in
shape in the off season,” said
Parker. “Ballplayers are made in the

summertime, and we always say ‘there is no
off season.’”

The players in Parker’s league are all
college student-athletes.  They play exciting,
fast-paced games, but the contests don’t get
out of control.  Disciplined play is encouraged
and enforced by coaches and Parker, himself.
He stresses the concepts of team and defense;
things he thinks today’s players need to get
better and maximize their abilities.

“It all starts with the tone I set, and we
don’t do a lot of on-on-one too much. We play
team ball. Basketball is a team game, it’s not
like golf, or tennis, or bowling – it’s a team
game,” Parker said. He adds, “the kids today
are very athletic, and they’re very fast and
coordinated, but what’s missing are the simple
things – the fundamentals like layups, and free
throws, and things like that that aren’t
glorified. But we do want them to add their
own creativity with the fundamentals because

See Parker page 11

ZODIAC (****) Director David
Fincher’s intricate yet mesmerizing
dramatization into the events and search for
the identity of the still unsolved 1969 Bay Area
serial killings is given an unsensationalized
treatment compared to his previous thrillers,
“Seven” and “The Panic Room”.

Jake Gyllenhaal plays cartoonist, Robert
Graysmith who is the first breaks the killer’s
cipher code in the newspaper that begins an
obsession that lasts for years, working first
with a crime reporter, Paul Avery (Robert
Downey Jr.) until the reporter becomes
absorbed by his addictions and obsessions.

As the murders continue and the killer
taunts the press and cops, a murdered cab
driver is being investigated by police
inspector David Toschi (Mark Ruffalo).
While’s Graysmith whose obsession
includes research for the book this film is
based on, leads him to Toschi who offers
intermittent help that could lead to impending
danger for Graysmith. A riveting case history
before DNA was established.  Fincher creates
an absorbing and intelligent mystery thriller
well crafted by its superb cast. R; 156min.
Paramount Home video: Available: July 24

RENAISSANCE (**)  A futuristic
mystery thriller set to a Mickey Spillane
crime noir and the use of digital animation
drawn over live action and scenery for stark

black and white silhouette look resembling
“Sin City and “Waking Life”.

Prior to his James bond debut, Daniel
Craig plays the top cop of the 21st century
elite police force assigned to find and
protect a corporate scientists’ kidnapped
researcher (Romola Garai) that leads into
an adventurous odyssey of corporate
espionage,  organized crime and  generic
research. The film’s avant garde look is
more fascinating than how contrived its
story become. R; 82min. Miramax Home

video; Available: July 24
PERFUME: THE STORY OF A

MURDERER (***1/2) An underrated and
intriguing true story set in 18th century France
about Jean Baptiste Grenouille (Ben
Whitshaw), an orphan child with a unique
gift and obsession with scents and smells.
An outcast to other kids, Jean Baptiste
becomes too big to live at the orphanage. So
he’s sold as a slave worker, where he
encounters new smells beyond the Tannery;
and is employed and exploited by a French
perfumer (Dustin Hoffman) to create a new
line of fragrances until his death.

Then Jean Baptiste learns how to capture
the scent of all things and how to preserve
them. He becomes infatuated by a lovely
woman that doesn’t arouse him sexually, but
for her scent. Thus begins the basis of him
becoming a serial killer in France stalking
lovely woman for their body fragrance to
bottle and sell as the ‘ultimate fragrance’. A
fascinating movie that was originally
intended as a film project for the late director
Stanley Kubrick that “Run Lola Run”
director Tom Tykwer does a credible job. R;
140min. DreamWorks/Paramount Home
Video; Available: July 24

David Schultz is a film critic for NLCN
and other publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

ON VIDEO
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz
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one summit participant who proclaimed that
the “NRA is what we used to call the Ku Klux
Klan.”  Rev. Jackson emphasized that our
government is more concerned with stopping
gun flow in Iraq than it is with stopping gun
flow in the streets of Chicago.  During the
summit meeting he called for a
comprehensive strategy to fight gun violence
at home that will match the strategy
preventing gun violence overseas.

One such strategy was presented by Dr.
Gary Slutkin, who has been collaborating with
the Rainbow PUSH Coalition on a project to
bring “jobs in and guns out.”  His program,
called Ceasefire, promotes behavioral change
in individuals who are “in confusion” about
gun violence.  Through the program, ex-
convicts are hired to counsel young people
in poor Chicago communities in an attempt
to catalyze behavioral change.

Besides offering jobs to ex-convicts, who
would otherwise remain unemployed,
impoverished and in danger of repeating past
behavior, Ceasefire offers vulnerable youth
the opportunity to talk with knowledgeable
individuals about issues they face on the
streets.

“Everybody has to get involved in the
norm change,” said Dr. Slutkin.  “This
violence has no person’s name.  It has no
ethnic name.  This has no racial name.  This
has no organization’s name.  There is no ethic
group that has not suffered from it.”

Dr. Slutkin refers to gun violence in
Chicago as being an “epidemic.”  Like other
epidemics, such as TB, Typhoid and HIV/
AIDS, Dr. Slutkin suggests that gun violence

Control from front page

trust their kids aren’t doing anything wrong
but when you live in a neiborhood where
somebody doing something wrong on
every corner that’s all that they know
because that all they see.

Yeah the bad neiborhood have a few
people that make it out and do something
with there lives and I congratulate dose
people and wish that more people would
have followed there lead.

Instead we have just a few people that
I can think of that made it out of my
community I wish it was more, but it not
to many and I hope that are generation can
change that for the next generation because
we are the leaders of tomorrow and from
the way things look now we have a lot of
work to do because as of now if things keep
going the way that they are going there
wont be a tomorrow, we have the weight
of the world on our shoulders and it
crashing us because every body not lifting
just a hand full of us and we need help.

Now you have the kids that grow-up
in positive neighborhood the majority of
them grow up and do positive things with
there lives. Why because they were
surrounded by positive things like were
going to school and getting good grade is
cool.

They don’t have every person walking
down the street trying to get them to do
something bad like trying to get them to
do drugs or something. Yeah they have
there bad people to but not nearly as many
as a bad community and in that case the
good kids can help the bad kids get back
on the right track again because no kid is
born bad they just need good friends to
help them do better.

 I came up with this idea by going
through it myself as a kid I moved around
a lot and in that time I have been to a few
different neighborhood and depending on
the community that’s how all the kid acted
because they are trying to fit in but we can
stop this from happening now and just be
yourself.

Lavonte’ Roache’ is a resident on the
West Side. To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Adult from page 8

understands this. This is how Eve was
“beguiled” and how man ultimately was
separated from God. The reason Eve was at
the forbidden tree was because, in her heart,
she lusted for it.

   Even though (as weird as it may sound)
Eve might have never intended to eat the fruit
from the forbidden tree, Satan knew he had
her right where he wanted her (even if he had
to play the waiting game).

   The fact that Eve was at the forbidden
tree — the place God told her and Adam was
off limits — was the sign to the devil that she
was ripe for his picking.

   The fact that she engaged in
conversation with the serpent —through
which the devil operated — was (as we
Christians like to say) “confirmation” to the
devil that she’d do exactly what he wanted
her to do, initiate a rift between her and her
husband and God.

   So now the Lord (rhetorically) asks you
these questions (Genesis 3:11): “Have you
eaten of the tree I told you was off limits?”

   He asks: “Who told you that condoms
would offer you protection, when I have
forbidden sex outside of the marriage
covenant? Who can deliver you out of the

hand of the Lord?”
   “Who told you oral sex is not really

sex?” “Have you been talking to that man I
told you to stay away from?” “Who told you
that it was OK for you to just talk to him over
the phone or on e-mail or text messaging?”

   “Who told you that it was OK to talk to
that woman?” “Who told you that
homosexuality and lesbianism is OK?” “Who
told you that you all serve the same God, but
just in different ways?” “Who told you it was
OK to praise and worship Me while at the
same time look down on those you
misperceive to be less important than you?”

   “Who told you that you don’t need a
pastor or church home?” “Who told you that
you can do whatever is pleasing in your own
eyes, disrespecting My commandments, while
at the same time expecting to so much as see
My kingdom, much less enter into it?”

   These questions are the Lord’s warnings.
Don’t let Satan “beguile” you into eternal
damnation.

The Rev. Donald Lee is an associate
minister at All Faiths Christian Center and
Word of Faith Ministries in Baton Rouge, La.
To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org or Rev. Lee at:
donjlee@bellsouth.net or [225] 773-04004.
Web link: www.lynnmorrisonministries.org

Discern from page 5

exposure is pre-arranged being the daughter to
snobbish and viperous stage mother, Velma Van
Tussle (Michelle Pfeiffer) working closely with the
show’s sponsor (Paul Dooley).

Tracy is discouraged by her fashion challenged,
60 plus size mother, Edna (John Travolta in the role
originated by drag queen diva, Divine) and
encouraged by her father, Wilbur (Christopher
Walken) who operates a storefront novelty shop.

Queen Latifah in a highlight worthy moment
gives a compelling singing performance during the
march on “I Know Where I’ve Been’ that resonates
the only serious tone to the film. When Velma Van
Tussle pulls the plug on “Negro Day” and tries to
disrupt Tracy’s home life by trying to set up Tracy’s
father, Wilbur (Christopher Walken) to get caught
cheating with her by Edna.

Some of the offbeat casting here doesn’t always
succeed as it did in Waters’ movie version.  And the
movie feels too concern with its PG rating in certain
scenes. You could sense a guarded awareness from
the charming duet dance sequence between Travolta
and Walken. But I guess that’s the compromise made
to make a family friendly movie.  Travolta is a
delightful surprise playing it straight for the most
part as a woman; not as a man in drag as a woman
that takes the character to a creditable level.

However, director Adam Shankman’s
choreography skills have the energy, but not enough
of the authenticity in its detail. When it comes to the
black influence in dance that was prominent during
the 60’s  The Twist, The Watusi, The Jerk, the Mashed

can be reduced through scientific
intervention.  He begs the question “how is it
transmitted?  What behavior needs to be
changed?”  He maintains that “no one is born
with violence.  It is acquired.”  Through his
public health program, Dr. Slutkin hopes to
reverse the American culture of violence,
subsequently preventing its transmission from
one person to another.

Although behavior change is the basis of
most public health prevention strategies, Rev.
Jackson pointed out, during the summit
meeting, that stricter gun control is also
necessary in the fight against gun violence.
In reference to the U.S. strategy in Iraq, Rev.
Jackson continually stated that the current
administration is doing everything in its
power to prevent Iraqi citizens from owning
weapons, yet it is creating legislation that
makes it increasingly easier for citizens in the
U.S. to obtain guns without taking any
responsibility.

Fifty thousand people die each year as a
result of gun violence in America, and still
our government, in conjunction with the
NRA, continues to “supply the supply” of
weapons in circulation.

Perhaps, as Rev. Jackson indicated, the
government should be focused more on
distributing jobs to people in poor
communities and less focused on distributing
a nearly untraceable supply of guns to a
violent American public.

Megan Sieberg is a recent graduate of
Northwestern University.  She has a degree
in Communication Studies and is currently
the Communications Manager at the North
Lawndale Community News.

Potato, to name a few that are not apparent performed
by blacks in their choreographed moves. (Even
“Grease” had their dance influence represented)
Making all the dancing unitfied under Broadway
standards subsequently makes the minority
movements on par with the Whites which is an
oversight if you are represent in story and
background, an era prior to the acceptance of
integration over segregation.

Still, “Hairspray” is unpretentious in its
presentation in providing a rollicking good time.
Given the enthusiasm of its young cast, its functional
songs and MTV-style editing that keeps this movie
on par with its feel-good attitude, even through its
minor infractions. A joyous romp from beginning to
end. PG; 115min. A New Line Cinema Picture release
– presented at selected theaters

JOSHUA (**1/2) Even though it’s played
straight, “Joshua” is a stupid, little melodrama that
tries to sneak itself into a psychological thriller that
doesn’t deserve to be taken seriously by its audience.

As we are forced to watch this deterioration of
this seemingly perfect family after the birth of their
second child in less than three months. Due in part
to the parents’ lack of time and attention to their 9
year old  son, Joshua (Jacob Kogan), a precocious
child whose  neutral demeanor slowly transforms
into being more crafty than his age, and who is
obviously  threatened and jealous of the infant
intruder that he claims to be devoted to.

Strange things begin to happen within the family
when Joshua appears to accidentally shatters a
drinking glass on the floor that his mother. Abby
(Vera Farmiga) steps on the broken glass and badly
injures her foot. The injury causes Abby to walk on
crutches and she mysteriously becomes addicted to
pain pills. Abby is driven crazy during a terrifying
hide n’ seek game with Joshua and the baby comes
up missing from the building that sends her away to
the hospital..

Soon after, Joshua suggests a family outing in
the park, where Joshua shows off in public that leads
to a facial slap that ultimately leads to Bradley being
accused as the child abuser to his son from a child
psychiatrist that Bradley summons to evaluate and
talk with Joshua.

Even without three 6’s on his forehead, this
movie aims to create a perception that Joshua has a
streak of cleverness without the theatrical sinister
stare and mood music from “The Bad Seed” to “The
Omen” to point up his evil side. I’m sorry when a
kid this young acts a certain way. One needs to look
no further than what the parents allowed or didn’t
do. At least that’s the logical response if this were a
“Dr. Phil” segment. Even without the usual
commercial theatrics this movie stresses to avoid until
Bradley’s awareness becomes “too little, too late,
even for the viewer to accept. R; 107min. A Fox
Searchlight Pictures release

David Schultz is a film critic for NLCN and other
publications. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Flicks from page 7

Rockstar.” The show begins airing in January
on a new web channel, theNext.TV. The
nationwide search will visit 27 cities across
the country, including Atlanta, New Jersey,
Philadelphia, Washington, DC and Detroit.
The eventual winner may get signed to Cash
Money Records, who has the right of first
refusal. “This is our channel’s first show and
we’re using Lil Wayne’s popularity to create a
buzz,” Noel Rodriguez, one of the show’s
producers told Billboard.com, adding that the
show will finish in a star-studded bash in Miami.

QUICKIES:
Rapper/actress Queen Latifah has become

the new owner of a Fatburger franchise in
Miami, Florida. The restaurant will open later
this year in South Beach. 

Rumors suggest that Young Buck was
involved in an altercation with Fat Joe last night
(July 16), backstage at a concert in Chicago. A
source told sohh.com that police officers were
overheard saying a fight had broken out
backstage, which supposedly involved the two
rappers. The concert took place inside the
Allstate Arena. Also featured on the bill was
Fabolous, Lil Wayne and Young Jeezy.

Popular Atlanta-based blogger Sandra
Rose has her suspicions about Kelly
Rowland’s sudden collapse during a live
performance in Lagos, Nigeria. Rose writes,
“I smell a publicity stunt or maybe she just
wanted to get out of there because she had a
plane to catch. As a nurse, I’ve seen my share
of people collapsing and that was not a
collapse. That was more like a controlled
flop!” Call me Sandra girl and give me a job!

www.concreteloop.com www.bet.com
www.allhiphop.com

If you have any questions for me about
celebrity gossip or news, just call 312-492-
9090 or write to KETA, 1211 S. Western,
Chicago, IL 60608 and I will feature my
answer in the next column. If you want to
know about one of your friends and nem’ I
can tell you that too. JUST KIDDING. Also
check out our weblog at www.nlcn.org. You
can post questions for me, other writers and
anything/anyone else you want to talk about.

Marquita Ware is the Production/Layout
& Design Coordinator for the North
Lawndale Community News.

Biz from page 7
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HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS &
OFFICE SPACE

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE Individual
offices with month to month leases. $300
per month each. All utilities included. 24
hour access. 3708 W Roosevelt Rd. Contact
Eric 312 296 6551
APT FOR RENT 2 bdrms, original
hardwood floors, $900/month heat included.
4032 W. Van Buren. Call Wilbert Cook at
773\213-0802

ANNOUNCMENTS

HELP WANTED
FFFFFull or Pull or Pull or Pull or Pull or Part-timeart-timeart-timeart-timeart-time

AAAAA-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Companyyyyy
is looking fis looking fis looking fis looking fis looking for a good secror a good secror a good secror a good secror a good secretetetetetaryaryaryaryary

PrPrPrPrPreeeeevious ovious ovious ovious ovious office effice effice effice effice experiencexperiencexperiencexperiencexperience
Must be able tMust be able tMust be able tMust be able tMust be able to type 45wpmo type 45wpmo type 45wpmo type 45wpmo type 45wpm

Salary Negotiable - Subject tSalary Negotiable - Subject tSalary Negotiable - Subject tSalary Negotiable - Subject tSalary Negotiable - Subject to Drug To Drug To Drug To Drug To Drug Testestestestest
CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462

Garfield Major is  back on WVON 1690
SUNDAY NIGHTS
10pm - 12 midnight

with Cong. Danny K. Davis and Don Patterson

CHICAGO’S CITY PARK
DISTRICT ANNOUNCES
MOVIES IN THE PARKS where
more than 150 current and classic
movies will be shown in
neighborhood parks from June
through September.  Douglass
Park, located at 1401 S.
Sacramento Ave., will be showing
The Ant Bully on July 27, and
Charlottes Web on Aug 17.  The
Garfield Park Conservatory,
located at 300 N. Central Park
Ave., will be showing Casino
Royal on August 30, and The
Pursuit of Happyness on
September 6.  Franklin Park,
located at 4320 W. 15th St., will
be showing Happy Feet on
August 12.  For a complete
schedule of the Park movie dates
and times go to
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com.

JEWEL-OSCO HOSTS JAZZ
@ JEWEL on Saturday July 28
at 1220 S. Ashland. The event
provides the smooth sounds of
local Jazz artists, healthy, yet
flavorful cooking demonstrations, Sampling
of African American vendors, and one-on-
one Health screenings and advice. This event
is free and open to the public.

BUSINESS SEMINAR:
 Start your own business workshop.
Monday, July 23rd. Hosted by LBLDC
and LCDC. Conducted by SCORE. For
more information call LBLDC at 773
265-8500.

APT FOR RENT Section 8 welcome 1823
S. karlov, 3rd floor, 3 bdrms, 1.5 bathrooms,
heat and appliances included. Please contact
773\495-4400.

Wow Classifieds
ADs Only $10.00
Call 312 492-9090

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE?
YOU CAN DO IT HERE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

ARE YOU OPINIONATED? ARE
YOU A GOOD WRITER? NLCN is
launching an editorial page later this
month. Please call Wilbert Bledsoe at
312-492-9090 if you are interested in
writing a letter to the editor.

THE BETTER LIFE FOR YOUTH WILL HOST ITS ANNUAL TALENT SHOW on Friday August 31st

at 5th City, 3350 W. Jackson Blvd.
from 7 p.m.- until.  Group Needs
are: Singers Actors and Dancers.
For More information contact:
Eugene Wolf at  312/ 671-1026

many residents have had in regards
to littering and the conditions of the
streets, Alderman Dixon wants to
keep her promise of a better
community. “I have a lot of
responsibility and it’s a tough job but
the community put faith in me to do
this job and I plan on living up to their
faith in me,” said Alderman Dixon.

Also in attendance was 11th

District Commander James B.
Jackson, Reverend Howard Brown of
Grace and Glory Baptist Church,  and
from North Lawndale Greening
Committee, Doretha Penn.

“I’m a woman of action” said
Penn. “We want to see more and
more of events, but especially more
action. The squeaky wheel gets the
oil and I will speak up and we
certainly will be heard.”

The city was heavily involved
with appearances from 11th district
officers, the Department of Street
and Sanitation, who helped with the
trash cleanup and street restoration
at the event, the Department of
Buildings and Water Management,
and Animal Control.

Alderman Dixon’s office, also
stated that it hopes to do more of these
events in the future, with help from
the community. The Alderman’s
Office stresses the importance of
community interaction, stating that
they can’t do it alone and need help
from everyone. Rev. Brown, who
led the opening and closing prayer,
said, “I think this could be very
effective if we would do more of
this. We need more visibility of our
Alderman and police department.
We see them only when something
bad happens but we need them
around just to be interactive in the
community. By just being seen and
interacting with the people, it could

Clean from front page

lead to a more respected Police
Department as well as a more
respected political office.”

When asked about the event
and what’s going on with the
community, Dixon responded,
“The key to much of our concerns
in the community is strong
leadership. We just have to keep
plugging away. It’s not going to
happen overnight, I’m realistic in
saying that. It’s not a situation that
occurred overnight. Therefore it
won’t change overnight. But with
consistent hard work and
diligence we can make things
happen over the next four years.”

Many community residents
are happy with the job Alderman
Dixon is doing so far. Gregory
Washington, a North Lawndale
resident who attended the
Operation Clean event said, “It’s
about time we got some elected
leadership who is actually doing
what she said we planned on
doing. She isn’t just another get-
i n - o f f i c e - a n d - d o - n o t h i n g
Alderman. We can all appreciate
that. So far, so good I gotta say.”

NLCN will continue covering
the events and progress of Alderman
Dixon in the coming weeks.

James Glover is a North
Lawndale resident who does
freestyle writing for the NLCN. He
is also involved in Non For Profit
work and Community Organizing.
To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

sun, including premature aging and
diseases.”

Treating eczema
There have been population-

based studies conducted in England
and the U. S. that suggest an
increase in prevalence of atopic
dermatitis (eczema) among black
and Asian children.

For example, studies have
shown that of 570 million estimated
visits for skin conditions, 7.9
million were for atopic dermatitis.
The numbers of per capita visits for
atopic dermatitis among blacks and
Asian/Pacific Islanders were two-
fold and six-fold higher,
respectively, than among whites,
according to a recent study by
OxFord University. And the study
adds that statistics tend to parallel
in adults.

In children, atopic dermatitis
most commonly appears in the folds
of the arms and behind the knees,
neck, wrists, and ankles. Areas of
high perspiration are most often
affected, especially when combined
with form-fitting clothing. In older
children and adults, it can appear

anywhere.
Merriweather adds that affected

areas are red, scaly (flaky), and
often dry, but can be oozing if
severe. Over time, affected areas
can become thickened and
sometimes hardened from repeated
scratching. Severe itching is the
hallmark of eczema and the itching
can at times seem unbearable.

But the first step in treating
eczema is to keep the skin
moisturized appropriately to help
the skin heal, adds Earles.

“Most people with eczema
suffer from extremely dry skin and
skin can’t heal without the proper
moisture balance, he adds.

Earles recently started a new
skincare line product under his
name to treat acne and hair loss
problems and is sold at Walgreens.
For more information about the new
skincare product, log onto his Web
site at www.dr.-earles.com or call
312-225-7200. His Chicago office
is located at 2930 S. Michigan Ave.

Wendell Hutson is a Chicago-
based freelance writer. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at
www.nlcn.org.

Skin from page 3

4 GOD MINISTRIES WILL BE HOLDING ITS ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL BARBEQUE on the
4900 Block of Erie Street (4941 W. Erie).  School supplies will be given to children between the ages of 5 and
18, and food will be given away FREE of charge to all who attend.  There will also be LIVE entertainment.

THE ILLINOIS HUMANITIES COUNCIL IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FREE COLLEGE-
LEVEL CLASSES.  The Odyssey Project, an eight-month program for low-income students, will be offered
at Donoghue School on the South Side of Chicago and at the Howard Area Community Center on the North
Side of Chicago beginning in mid-September.  For more information about the Odyssey Project, or to request
an application for the South Side program, call Amy Thomas Elder at (312) 422-5585.  To request an application
for the North Side program call Catherine Zurybida at (773) 995-8411.

basketball is a creative sport.”
Parker has been around the

game of basketball for most of his
life.  He says that even when he
was in the NBA, sometimes the
game was “just another job, where
you have good days and bad
days.” But, he still loves to be
around the game that he’s played,
studied and respected for so many
years.

“It’s the love of the game – the
passion,” said Parker. “Growing
up I used to idolize a lot of the
older guys when I used to go to
the park and the playground. And
watching players like Oscar
Robertson, Jerry West, Wilt
Chamberlain, and Bill Russell,
just made me love the game early
on, and I still have the love and
the passion.”

Todd Thomas is a freelance
writer for NLCN and other
publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Parker from page 9
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99


