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Voters cast their ballots at Bethune Elementary.

Blagojevich shakes hands after victory
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Just like that, nearly eight months
of vicious campaigning was over. At

BLAGOJEVICH COASTS TO VICTORY
Ben Protess  (Tegan Jones also contributed to this report)

Sons Warehouse on Chicago’s North
Side where his father worked for over
30 years.

“I think it’s fair to say I’m all
shook up,” Blagojevich said.

“I want the people of Illinois to
know you ain’t seen nothin’ yet.”

The crowd chanted “four more
years” as Blagojevich, who was
joined onstage by his wife, Patricia,
and his two young daughters, Amy
and Anne, thanked the people of
Illinois for giving him a “unique
opportunity.”

The governor also thanked
Topinka for her “graciousness” and
said “she loves the state of Illinois.”

Roughly 150 of Topinka’s
supporters gathered in the Grand
Ballroom of the Swissotel on E.
Wacker Drive Tuesday night, in
hopes of celebrating their candidate’s
campaign victory. Instead, small

See Victory page 14

North Lawndale residents lined up
at Bethune Elementary to cast their
votes. Most of the voters were
motivated to come out and vote
because of discontent with the way the
government has been run by the
Republicans.

“Republicans have taken over
everything and the Democrats need to
take back the house. If the Democrats
take it back everything will be back in
order,” said Larry Collins.  As election
night progressed the Democrats
announced win after win, proving that
discontent was prevalent not just in
North Lawndale, but across the
country as well.  “It’s time for the

DISCONTENTMENT THE REASON FOR VOTERS COMING TO

POLLS AT BETHUNE ELEMENTARY
Sophia Karalexis

Republicans to go; they have done
enough,” said Raven Darles.

Discontent can be tied to many
different issues our country is currently
facing, one such obvious issue being
the war in Iraq.

“It’s time for our guys to come
home,” said Darles.

 On the ballot there was a
referendum asking voters whether the
United States should withdraw from
Iraq.  The results were unanimous as a
large percentage voted yes.

While some voted because of
discontent, there were also many people
who voted because of their sense of

See Polls page 10

7:01 p.m. Tuesday the Associated
Press declared Incumbent Democrat

Rod Blagojevich the winner of
Illinois’ Gubernatorial election.

Blagojevich emerged victorious
from the most contentious Illinois
gubernatorial campaign in recent
memory.

Overcoming a shroud of
corruption allegations, Blagojevich
swept to a landslide victory over
Republican challenger Judy Baar
Topinka, claiming just more than half
the vote.

With about 70 percent of
precincts reporting, Blagojevich had
50 percent of the vote. Topinka, the
current State Treasurer, had 40
percent. Green Party candidate Rich
Whitney received 10 percent of the
vote, enough to get his Party on the
ballot in Illinois in 2010.

Blagojevich proclaimed victory
about 10 p.m. Tuesday night. The
Governor addressed about 500
supporters gathered at A. Finkl and

By 11 p.m. Tuesday, both
candidates were holding out for
victory in the race for Cook County

“COOK COUNTY BOARD PRESIDENT RACE IS ALLNIGHTER”
Laura Onstot

Democratic challengers.
As the Democrats added seats

in the U.S. House of
Representatives, Mark Rzepkowski
of Park Ridge, a self-declared
fanatical Republican, pursed his lips
and shook his head. “I sure hope it’s
gonna stay at three,” Rzepkowski
said.

But not everyone in the room
was a Democrat.

North Side resident Tom
Gunderson came with photos of his
wife and Barak Obama at a Chinese
New Year celebration. Gunderson
said he identifies as a Democrat, but
was inspired by Peraica and started
campaigning.

“I get involved sometimes if
there’s a candidate that’s really

See County page 8
Cook County  President Candidate Tony
Peraica

Board President.
The Peraica campaign

advertised its final stop on
the fifth floor of the Hotel
Intercontinental as a “victory
party.”

Chicago crooner Tony
Ocean sang Sinatra covers
and other lounge favorites.
He was followed by Choice
Collection Band, a reggae
infused jazz combo.

But as election results
began flowing in from the
Eastern seaboard, no one was
dancing. The Grand ‘Ole

Party faithful gathered around
flatscreens throughout the ballroom
to watch the returns. Shortly after 7
p.m., three Republican senate
incumbents had fallen to

Cook County President Candidate Todd
Stroger
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Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Date: November 16, 2006 &
December 21, 2006

Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
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The North Lawndale Community News is now published
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to help
inform our community on resources, events, and issues
relevant to them and our neighboring communities. Our
community includes those who live, work, worship in, and/
or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive,
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our
community members.
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The primary focus for SHS/ NLCN during 2006 is Health,
Education, and Welfare. Health is essential to a good life.
Education is necessary for the pursuit of happiness,  especially
in an economic driven society. Welfare is unavoidable in
showing man’s humanity (love) toward man. All year long
NLCN will  focus on  articles related to health, education
and our welfare throughout our newspaper, weblog, and
website that serves the Westside of Chicago.

There is a great disparity in the health statistics in a
majority of our community areas. This announcement of
newsprint is too small to go into great detail, but some
resources that can help improve our health can be found in
The Sinai Health System’s Improving Community Health
Survey: “The State of Black Health Care” published as a
supplement in a special edition of the Philadelphia Tribune
and  the Chicago Tribune in November 2005, and information
on the “Natural Cures” website www.naturalcures.com.
NLCN articles and links refer to other resources that will go
into greater detail on health, education and welfare. The
“Natural Cures,” an interesting  new resource leads to solutions
that have been overlooked by mainstream medicine and some
corporations,  perhaps because of greed or closed mindedness.

Education can reduce and minimize high rates of
unemployment and underemployment, produce healthier
citizens, and reduce the dependency on traditional welfare.
The West Side is changing, but not always in favor of the
less fortunate who have lived here for years.

Throughout the year, we will connect North Lawndale
residents with resources in their areas. NLCN will continue
to provide news and information on people, issues, and events
that are relevant to our readers, as well as touch on the focus
of our previous years. Becoming an intelligent people we
can also participate and benefit in making our community a
model neighborhood. We hope by reading this community
newspaper,  you will  become or remain inspired to keep
moving foward to a better life.
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Where:  Old Sears Tower Bldg.
3333 W. Arthington, 3rd Floor

Keynote Speaker will be State Representative Art Turner
Other guests Include: UPS, Symbol Job Training, Westside Health Authority, Greater West

Town Community Development Project, Noth Lawndale Employment Network, Family
Focus, Safer Foundation, Garfield Workforce Center, The Good Samaritan Project,
Philemon Project, Center for Employment Training, Healthy Families Chicago, Skill

Builders of the City of Chicago and Jack Clark Family Recovery

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 312/492-9090

Funded by a grant from the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity under Governor
Rod Blagojevich.  Sponsored by:  Strategic Human Services/North Lawndale Community News and

Lawndale Christian Development Corporation.

Congressman Danny Davis held his 7th
Congressional District Child Welfare Task
Force Meeting on October 23rd at his District
Office, 3333 W. Arthington.

Cong. Davis and other community leaders
assembled a multitude of instructional
resources on issues affecting children,
families, and communities.

Davis shared information about his 10
plus years experience in visiting shelters for
battered women and children.  Every year on
Christmas Eve, Cong. Davis and other
community leaders meet at the Third
Unitarian Church, 301 North Mayfield. Once
the group is assembled, they depart for the
shelters.

“After visiting the shelters, I become so
overjoyed that whatever happens on
Christmas doesn’t even amount to the things
that I would have experienced on Christmas
Eve,” Davis said.

He invited everyone at the meeting to join
him and the other volunteers on their mission
to visit shelters for battered women and
children.

Cong. DaCong. DaCong. DaCong. DaCong. Davis Hostvis Hostvis Hostvis Hostvis Hosts Child Ws Child Ws Child Ws Child Ws Child Welfelfelfelfelfararararare Te Te Te Te Task Fask Fask Fask Fask Forororororce Meetingce Meetingce Meetingce Meetingce Meeting
Latisha White

enforcement at all levels access to
information that will allow them to better
track the ex-offenders, information that in the
past has not always been shared.

Additionally, the Act will require the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to
conduct background checks on potential
foster parents. The information will be made
available to state child-protection services
and law enforcement agencies.

Solutions to child safety concerns such
as unemployment and homelessness were
also presented. Ken Broady, a representative
with Illinois Department of Children and
Family Services, shared information on the
Employment Incentive Program and the
Youth in College/ Vocational Training
Program.

The Employment Incentive Program
(EIP) is designed to provide financial and
supplemental services to help adolescents
gain marketable skills through on-the-job
work experience or job training programs.

The meeting also focused heavily on the dangers
of child sexual assault. Presenter Constance Miller, a
representative from the Department of Health and
Human Services, discussed the Adam Welsh Act.

Recently, public attention has been focused on
several tragic attacks in which young children have
been kidnapped, sexually assaulted and murdered by
convicted sex offenders. Under the Adam Welsh Act,
a national sex offender registry will give law

EIP workers are given $150 monthly stipends
for up to 12 months, a medical card, as well
as start up funding for work-related items such
as business clothing.

The Youth in College/Vocational Training
Program works just like the Employment
Incentive Program, but only for funding of
Community College Tuition. $444.85 awards
are provided each month for up to four years.
In addition, medical cards are provided to
Illinois students until participants become 21.

“There happens to be a lot of complaints
made by college students because they don’t
know about the different programs and
opportunities available,” Broady said.  “Many
don’t recognize it until they’ve aged out of
the system.”

Patricia Rivera, a Chicago Public Schools
representative, presented information on
services for homeless youth, including the
Chicago HOPES program.

Chicago HOPES is a group of eight
AmeriCorps Vista volunteers working in

conjunction with the Chicago Public Schools
Homeless Education Program. Their goal is
to bring after-school tutoring to homeless
shelters throughout Chicago in order to meet
the need for academic support among
homeless children. Participating Chicago
Public School students who reside in
homeless shelters will receive academic
support from trained tutors in reading and
math three days a week.

For more information on Chicago Hopes
as well as information on becoming a
volunteer, contact Chicago HOPES at 773-
553-2242. For more information on the Get
Goal’d Program including resources on
tuition assistance, employment, housing
assistance, and much more call 312-814-
5959.

Latisha White is North Lawndale resident
and a student at East-West University
majoring in Business Communication. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

West Side aldermen Michael Chandler (24th) and
Ed Smith (28th) joined Ald. Dorothy Tillman (3rd) to
oppose a plan to lease city parking garages to financial
firm Morgan Stanley, whom they accused of having
ties to slavery.

On Nov. 1, the city council approved the lease
agreement that will raise $593 million to retire debt
on the garages and improve neighborhood parks. Under
the 99-year deal, Morgan Stanley will lease the
Millennium Park Garage from the city and the Grant
Park North, Grant Park South and East Monroe Street
Garages from the Park District.

Tillman argued passionately against the deal that
she said flies in the face of a 2002 city ordinance
requiring all city contractors to disclose whether it, or
any of its predecessor firms, ever held slavery-related
investments or profited from the slave trade.

Morgan Stanley denies any such ties.
Tillman said one branch of the financial company,

J.P. Morgan, was directly involved in the slave trade.
“J.P. Morgan would be nothing if it wasn’t for black

folks,” Tillman said.
Nods of affirmation and calls of “that’s right” came

from the audience.

West Side Aldermen
Vote Against Lease With

Company Alleged to
Have Slavery Ties

Laura Onstot

Ald. Dorothy Tillman

See Slavery page 14
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To Your Health

The Erie Humboldt Park Health Center
kicked off its upcoming 50th anniversary
celebration with the completion of its four phase
Renovation project. The renovated center is now
able to provide more than 20,000 medical visits
to poor women and children in Chicago.

Erie Humboldt Park Health Center Expands
Kenya Nalls

 The grand opening, held
on Thursday, October 26 at
2750 W. North Avenue,
celebrated the multi-million
dollar renovation and the
expansion of the center’s
services. The ceremony also
honored State Senator, and
newly appointed City Clerk,
Miguel del Valle. Del Valle was
instrumental in obtaining a
$700,000 grant from the
Illinois Department of
Commerce and Community
Affairs to fund the renovation.

“This renovation project is a major success
for our patients, staff, and community,” said
Xichel Woods, Erie Family Health Center’s
Presidents and CEO.

The mission of Erie Family Health Center is
to provide quality, community-responsive, cost-
effective primary healthcare, regardless of a
patient’s ability to pay. The organization believes
quality healthcare is a right, not a privilege.

Toward that end, the center provides pediatric
care, services for pregnant women, case
management and dental care for those who can
not afford it. The case management services
include crisis intervention and substance abuse
treatment.

The center’s Health and Family program
offers teenage and first-time mothers safety tips
for their children. The program also provides the
families with items they may need such as baby
bags and pacifiers.

“In the short time that I have been here what
the center [does] is amazing,” said customer
services specialist worker Esther Morales. “It’s
a lot of resources available to the community at
this clinic. Whatever they need we can provide it
here for them.”

The health center has come a long way since
starting in 1956 in the basement of a settlement
house, caring for patients 3 hours a week. Now
the center cares for more than 30,000 patients
through 120,000 visits at their eight medical sites.

As a result of the renovation, in the upcoming
year the Humboldt Park Center will expand their

nationally recognized maternal health program.
They also will offer women nutrition and
physical activity education, peer support and
access to physical activity to promote a healthy
weight.

To address the urgent need for oral health
care among children and pregnant women in
Chicago, the center will provide a state-of-the-
art dental health center.

“These improvements have increased our
ability to provide better care to our patients,”
said Woods.

To continue improving access, Erie
Humboldt Park Health Center will be expanding
their hours of operation. This will include hours
until 7:30 p.m. four days a week and staying
open all day Saturday so they can be more
available to their patients.

“We have a lot to celebrate in the coming
year and a lot to do to keep Erie strong and
vibrant in the future,” said Woods. “This is a
very important mark in Erie’s history.”

Kenya Nalls is a general assignment
reporter for NLCN. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Most homes have airborne
concentrations of hazardous

chemicals that are two to five times higher
indoors than outdoors, according to the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
landmark study in 1995. The report, “The
Inside Story: A Guide to Indoor Air Quality,”
may be found on the web at http://
www.epa.gov/iaq/pubs/insidest.html.

“We can’t run home to escape chemicals
that infiltrate our bodies,” says David Duncan,
a journalist for the National Geographic
magazine.  “Our dwellings are rife with them
– some clearly toxic, others only suspected
of being harmful.”

Duncan volunteered for a “guinea-pig
experiment” to test for 320 chemicals that he
may have picked up from food, drink, the air
he breathed, and the products that touched his
skin. The lab test, performed by Axys
Analytical Services in Canada, detected 165
toxic chemicals infiltrating Duncan’s body.
“The tests are too expensive for most
individuals – National Geographic paid for

mine which normally cost around $15,000 –
and only a few labs have the technical
expertise to detect the trace amounts
involved,” Duncan said.

The October 2006 issue of the National
Geographic magazine contains a chart of the
chemicals found in Duncan body, where these
chemicals exist within the home, and how an
individual can avoid these chemicals. You
may learn about the “pollution within” your
homes at www.ngm.com/0610.

The typical home contains about 63
products containing hazardous chemicals.
Cancer, ADD, birth defects, asthma,
infertility, miscarriage and other profound
health problems have all been linked to
chemicals in these common household
products. The most susceptible populations
affected by these products include people
with allergies, children, pregnant women,
people with chronic disease in any organ
(lungs, liver, kidneys, etc.), cancer patients,
the elderly, and people with migraines or
asthma.

WebMd, an online source of medical
information, cites a study that finds common

household cleaners can trigger asthma. The
study found that levels of indoor VOCs
(volatile organic compounds) were
significantly higher in the children with
asthma. Three VOCs in particular stood out:
benzene, which had the highest risk, followed
by ethylbenzene and toluene. To read more,
go to http://my.webmd.com/content/article/
93/102213.htm.

According to the American Lung
Association’s Indoor Air Pollution Fact
Sheet: Household Products, “Where there is
prolonged exposure and where there is a
possible multiplying effect from the presence
of contamination from many different
products, the effects can be serious, even
fatal.” You can find this fact sheet at http://
tinyurl.com/yj5wkj.

Most of us assume that if household
products are sold in stores, they are safe. So
we continue to use household cleaning agents,
personal care products, pesticides, paints,
hobby products, and solvents that make our
lives easy. Yet these products are also sources
that contribute to indoor air pollution. We also
assume that our government has laws to

protect us against harmful products. But,
unfortunately, most of the chemicals in
ordinary products that we use or are exposed
to every day have not been tested for safety.

People who are willing to become
educated consumers desiring to make
informed buying decisions can find an
abundance of information and resources to
help them create a healthier home.

One such source is the founding publisher
of the North Lawndale Community News.
“Using environmentally safe products in my
home and at the office has made an enormous
impact on my life,” said Isaac Lewis, Jr. “I
am not sick and I am able to work long hours.
And because we don’t use caustic cleaning
products, my wife and I have found that it
extends the life of our clothes as well. It has
been phenomenal.”

Dr. Shemuel Israel practices chiropractic
in North Lawndale. He is a certified wellness
home consultant and is president of the
Center for Health Promotion and
Enhancement. His email address is
drsbisrael@ameritech.net. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

WAKING UP TO THE HAZARDS IN YOUR HOME
Dr. Shemuel B. Israel

State Rep. Cynthia Soto (far left) and Major Donors
Cut Ribbon at Grand Opening

Last month the Illinois Department of Human Services
(IDHS) announced another $700,000 will go to the Division
of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) to assist people with
disabilities in returning to work.  The money is specifically to
fund people on Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or
Social Security Income (SSI) who become clients thru DRS’
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) program.

“The DRS program gets a little over $100 million for
funding,” said Robert Kilbury, director of DRS.  “Last year
we got 5,000 people jobs with that allocation. The extra
$700,000 is a tiny fraction that will allow us to place an
additional 70 or 80 people into jobs. We think that there’s a lot
of talent out there, and we want people [with disabilities] to
have the same options and opportunities that non-disabled
people have.”

If it is determined that a person receiving SSDI or SSI is
eligible and wishes to return to work thru the VR program,
that client and their DRS counselor would develop an
individualized plan best suited for the client’s individual needs
and wishes.

 If the client wants to go for vocational training or college,
DRS can provide funding for that. If the client wants to go

More Money for People
with Disabilities

Returning to Work
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

See Disabilities page 15
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Education and Training

Business leaders from the North
Lawndale community traded in office work
for school work last Thursday.

Barbara Parks, spokeswoman for Chicago
Alternative Policing Solutions program, was
one of nearly 2,000 community leaders that
volunteered for Mayor Richard M. Daley’s
“Principal for a Day” program.

The program started 10 years ago to
encourage businesses, non-profit
organizations and schools to create long-
lasting community partnerships.

Bethune Elementary interim principal
Gloria Davis met with Parks and other local
leaders to discuss building relationships with
the religious, business and protective service
communities to provide students with more
opportunities for success.

“We are a community and we are a team,”
Davis said. “We can work together to help
all of our children.”

Parks introduced the “Walking School
Bus” program to administrators at Bethune,
3030 W. Arthington, to help promote student
safety. Parks said many students live close
enough to walk to the elementary school. The
“Walking School Bus” creates a safe group
setting where parents and other adult residents
volunteer to walk students to and from school.

“It’s important because there are so many
people out there in the morning,” Parks said.

She said many times drug dealers and
gang members try to recruit younger children
during these time periods because students
are alone.

 “We want to meet the needs of the whole
child and we want to keep them on the right
side of the law, Davis said.

Jerry Buckley, a Chicago police officer
from the 11th district, said mentoring programs
and other educational opportunities are
available for students and their families to
keep them safe and out of trouble.

A Chicago Police Department mentoring
program is available for male students
between 14 and 19 years old, he said. The
students work with police officers and do
clerical jobs around the office, Buckley said.

“I do believe our kids are our future,” he
said. “We realize we can’t save everybody
but we’re willing to try.”

Rev. Willia Brown, director of pastoral
care at Sinai Health Systems, said she wanted
to come into the school to better understand
what was needed and how she can help.

“I believe it takes a village to raise a child
and educate a child,” she said. “I know how
important it is for the teachers to get support
in the community.

“Teachers not only have to be an educator
but a mom, babysitter, psychologist and social
worker,” she said. “It’s amazing what schools
in this area have to do to affect children.”

Though Davis has only been at Bethune
for about a month she said she participated
in the Principal for a Day program to
introduce herself and the school to the
community.

“We wanted to reach out to the village,”
she said. “We know we cannot do this on our
own.”

Colleen Freyvogel  is NLCN’s education
reporter and is a graduate student at the
Northwestern University Medill School of
Journalism.

Bethune Principal for a Day
Colleen Freyvogel

Thanks to a $27.5 million federal grant,
Chicago Public Schools will select 10
underperforming schools for an experimental
merit pay program set to begin next fall.

The money will be used to implement a
teacher-incentive program, which will provide
teachers with an opportunity to serve as
instructional leaders, strengthen their
classroom skills, and earn incentive based
bonuses on top of their regular salary.

Ultimately, the goal is to have 40 schools
enrolled in the program by 2012 and to
maintain the program even after the grant
money is used up, said Mike Vaughn, director
of communications for the Chicago Public
Schools (CPS).

This is the largest federal grant CPS has
received, and it must be used over the next
five years.

“This is not a one-time thing here,” Vaughn
said. “It is our intent to make this a permanent
program in our efforts to improve public
education in under served communities.”

Vaughn says that CPS is still determining
what criteria to use to select the
schools, but it could include
schools on academic probation
with high teacher turnover rates
and those located in low-income
communities.

For those school selected,
Vaughn said 75 percent of the
faculty must vote to approve
merit pay, otherwise CPS cannot
include the school in the
program.

“Even if the school is on
probation or located in an under-

TEACHERS IN UNDERPERFORMING

SCHOOLS MAY BE PAID ON MERIT
Wendell Hutson

served area, faculty still have the right to vote
against participating,” Vaughn said.

Some CPS teachers are not in favor of such
a program because it is not open to all teachers.

“Basically, if you work at a school that is
not on probation or not located in a high-crime
area, your chances are slim,” said Brenda
Russell, a 5th grade English teacher at a West
Side elementary school she declined to
identify. “The school I work at is not on
probation and does not have a high teacher
turnover but I would like to participate in the
merit pay program.”

Vaughn said it’s unfortunate that all
teachers will not have the chance to participant
but adds “there is only so much merit pay to
go around.”

Teachers at the participating schools will
have an opportunity to earn bonuses and will
assume a larger role in shaping classroom
instruction throughout the school. Bonuses will
be determined primarily by student test-score
gains and a thorough, objective evaluation of

See Merit page 15
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Nov 8
Black Facts

 A recent analysis done by city officials
revealed that about 90,000 students at Chicago
Public Schools may be missing out on food
stamps, free or low-cost medical care and other
state and federal benefits for which they’re
eligible.

For this reason, information about applying
for benefits will be distributed to parents on
November 8 and 9 when they pick up their
children’s’ report cards.

On November 10, the Children and Family
Benefits unit of CPS will conduct informational
sessions, answer questions, discuss eligibility and
assist with applications at 11 schools with high
percentages of under-enrollment in public
benefits programs.

“There is no reason to leave money on the
table, just because you’re undocumented or you
have trouble understanding the rules and
regulations,” Mayor Richard M. Daley said. “We
will help you get the assistance you deserve.”

According to city officials, about 85 percent
of the 415,000 students in the Chicago Public
Schools qualify for free or reduced-price meals,
which are available to children from families
making less than a predetermined amount. For a
family of four, this figure is roughly $27,000.

Yet, the lack of information is only one
problem. Some welfare recipients said
administrators at the Illinois Department of
Human Services, which manages benefits for the
state, are rude and do everything but encourage
applicants to seek assistance.

“They talk to you like you’re dumb. They do
not respect you and look down on you for not
working and having kids with no husband,” said
Sharon Johnson, 40, a single mother of five. “Just
because I had five children by five different men
does mean I am worthless or lazy. I just need
some help getting back on my feet as most women
who receive benefits do.”

Students Missing Out On State Assistance
Wendell Hutson

One way the state helps women like Johnson
who struggle to support children with little or no
income is with food stamps, which now come in
the form of a LINK card.

“Food stamps alone are worth an average of
$200 a month. Over a few months, that could
free up enough money to buy your child a
computer,” Mayor Daley adds. “And good
medical care is vitally important to our children.
Poor physical health is one of the main reasons
why children fall behind in school at an early
age.”

Another benefit available is medical
assistance. The state already has its Kids First
medical program for children whose parents have
little or no income, but welfare recipients are also
eligible for Medicaid, if they apply.

“At that income level, it’s likely these families
would be eligible for Medicaid,” Daley adds.
“But we discovered that about 90,000 of our
students - almost one-fourth of all the low-income
students in the system - have no active medical
card. An equal or greater number are not enrolled
in the food stamp program. And many students,
of course, fall into both categories.”

Immigration officials said undocumented
parents can also apply for food stamps and health
benefits if their children are citizens. They assure
worried parents that receiving state assistance
won’t reduce their chances of becoming a citizen
or legal resident in the future.

Grandparents and others who are raising
children may also be eligible for benefits for both
themselves and their children.

  Lunch program
Students can buy breakfast for $1.00, an

elementary school lunch for $1.35, and a high
school lunch for $1.60. Children from families
with a household income at or below the levels
shown in the chart below are eligible for free or a
reduced-price meals. Reduced-price meals cost

40¢ for breakfast and 40¢ for
lunch.

FEDERAL GUIDELINES
If a parent receives food stamps or AFDC

for their child, then they can receive free meals.
If the total household income meets federal

income guidelines, students can receive free or
reduced-price meals.

A foster child may receive free or reduced-
price meals regardless of income.

What is considered income?
Monies earned before any deductions such

as income taxes, social security taxes, insurance
premiums, charitable contributions, and bonds.
It includes the following: monetary compensation
for services including wages, salary, commissions
or fees, net income from non-farm self-
employment, net income from farm self-
employment, social security, dividends or interest
on savings or bonds or income from estates or
trusts, net rental income, public assistance or
welfare payments, unemployment compensation,
government civilian employee or military
retirement payments, government or military
pensions or veteran payments, private pensions
and annuities, alimony or child support payments,
regular contributions from persons not living in
the household, net royalties, and other cash
income. Other cash income would include cash
amounts received or withdrawn from any source
including savings, investments, trust accounts,
and other resources which would be available to
pay the price of a child’s meal.

Here are some of the schools that parents can
visit on November 10 to sign up for benefits:

· Esmond Elementary, 1865 W. Montvale Ave.
· Hibbard Elementary, 3244 W. Ainslie St.
· Lowell Elementary, 3320 W. Hirsch St.
· Orozco Academy, 1940 W. 18th St.
· Reilly Elementary, 3650 W. School St.
· Saucedo Scholastic Academy, 2850 W. 24th

Blvd.
Wendell Hutson is a freelance writer for

NLCN and various publications. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

The nation’s most popular fast food chicken restaurant
announced plans to rid their menu of partially hydrogenated
oils, which produce trans fats. Trans fats are increasingly
being linked to coronary heart disease among other chronic
health conditions.

KFC Corp. says they will use low linolenic soybean oil
instead and plan to have the conversion completed by April
of 2007; although some KFC restaurants are reported to have
begun using the new oil already.

“This conversion follows more than two years of
extensive testing to identify an oil that provides all the same
delicious taste as our original recipes with zero grams of
trans fat,” said Gregg Dedrick, President of KFC Corporation
in a press release. “The great news is that KFC’s Original
Recipe and Extra Crispy chicken, along with the majority of
our menu items at KFC, will have the same delicious taste
with zero grams of trans fat. This is a win-win for our
customers.”

Alderman Ed Burke (14th) recently unveiled an
ordinance that would require fast food restaurants to place a
warning label on the packaging of all products that have
even small amounts of trans fats. Sit down restaurants would
be required to post identical signs in their establishments.

Burke’s proposal was added to legislation he introduced
in June that would impose strict limits on the amount of trans
fats used to prepare food at restaurants with annual sales at
or exceeding $20 million.

“While this ordinance severely limits the amount of trans
fats that can be used in cooking oils, we still want to warn
consumers that this discredited substance is present in the
food they eat,” Alderman Burke said in an October 25th press
release.

Several studies show that trans fatty acids, otherwise
known as trans fats, can raise blood pressure levels and clog
arteries. Many people in the health community believe that
reducing, if not completely eliminating, trans fats from a
diet is essential to achieving and maintaining optimal health.

The Westside Health Authority says that KFC’s decision
to remove trans fats is a good start in helping people become
conscious of what they consume on a daily basis.

“Certainly trans fats are an issue considering its

KFC SAYS GOODBYE TO TRANS FATS
Aricka T. Flowers

nutritional value and the issue of artery clogging,” says
Shalewa Crowe, director of the Youth Program at the
Westside Health Authority. “Our community eats a lot of
fried foods, so for them to eat more digestible oils is a step
in the right direction.”

But not everyone is convinced that banning trans fats is
the answer to battling obesity and the chronic diseases that
come with it, such as diabetes and heart disease.

“There is no relation between trans fat and obesity,” says
Dr. Elizabeth Whelan, President of the American Council
on Science and Health. “That idea has been a major catalyst
to this movement. But trans fat has 9 grams of fat just like
any other fat.”

Government interference in restaurant food preparation
is a slippery slope says Dr. Whelan. “There’s a growing trend
of government getting involved in controlling chronic
disease,” she says. “Government was integral in diminishing
communicable disease. Now they are saying ‘that’s done so,
let’s do the same with chronic disease.’ The problem is these
are diseases that involve personal choice. That’s different
than putting chlorine in the water.”

According to Dr. Whelan, education is the key to beating
the country’s obesity epidemic. She believes that people need
to know the importance of calorie counting, exercise and
not smoking.

Although the Westside Health Authority supports the
elimination of trans fats, the staff agrees that education is
integral to addressing health issues on the West Side.

“We are educating our children about reading food labels,
eating salads, vegetables and fruit and how to make fun meals
with them,” says Crowe. “It starts with the children and it
impacts the parents because they have to make the meals at
home. We try to make it as healthy as we can and educate
them on exercise, drinking plenty of water and not eating as
many hot chips.”

Crowe is noticing that people on the West Side are eating
more salads because fast food restaurants are making an effort
to offer healthier choices.

Arika Flowers is NLCN’s health reporter and is a
graduate of the Northwestern University Medill Graduate
School of Journalism.

* On this date in 1938, Crystal Bird Fauset
was the first African-American woman
elected to a state legislature in the United
States. She was elected to the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives.

*On this date in 1960, Otis M. Smith was
the first African-American elected to a
statewide office in Michigan since
Reconstruction. He was elected to the office
of Auditor General.

*On this date in 1966, Massachusetts
Republican Edward W. Brooke was the first
African-American elected to the United States
Senate since Reconstruction.

*On this date in 1933, actress Ester Rolle
from the 1970’s sitcom “Good Times” was
born in Pompano Beach, Florida.

Crystal Bird Fauset
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Spiritual Life

We often in our journey have heard the
statement or even said it ourselves the
statement: God knows my heart (mind). When
I realized that I used the statement God knows
my heart was when I was doing, about to do,
or had done something that was directly
disobedient to the word of God. Then it
dawned on me what if I had a heart transplant?

You see if we were driving down the street
and saw the police we would not run a red
light and say to the policeman you know my
heart and expect him not to give us a ticket,
of course not. Yet we continually break God’s
laws (1 John 3:4 states: Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the law for
sin is transgression of the law) and make the
idiotic claim that God knows our hearts.
Levitcus 26:23-24 states: (23) And if ye will
not be reformed by me by these things, but
will walk contrary unto me; (24)Then will I
also walk contrary unto you, and will punish
you yet seven times for your sins.

Deceit is the intentional concealment or
misrepresentation of the truth.(Webster
collegiate dictionary) Hebrews 3:12-13 states
(12) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any
of you and evil heart (mind) of unbelief, in

WORD-UP: God Knows My Heart/ The Deceitfulness of Sin
Calvin C. Crayton

departing from the Living God. (13) But
exhort one another daily, while it is called
Today; lest any of you be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. When we ask ourselves
how can we depart from the Living God?  The
answer is quite clear by disobeying his word.

Although all have sinned it does not mean
all keep sinning. How many of us trade the
commandments of God for the traditions of
men, we trade the Passover (read Exodus12)
for Easter (Astoreh spring godess of fertility)
we trade the Sabbath For the first day of the
week because we believe in Emperoer
Constantine a Sun worshipper not Son. Even
though in Matthew 5:17 Jesus clearly states:
Think not that I am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil. We worship the winter solstice
and the god Mithra and call it Christmas and
we teach these things to our children rather
than teach them God’s Holy Word the way it
is written nothing added nothing taken away.
We claim to be Christ like yet we do nothing
like him (Luke 4:16) And he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up:
and, as his custom was he went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up

for to read. I don’t see anywhere in scriptures
where it says Jesus went to church on Sunday
and starting shouting. We’ve been deceived.

Last week I had more invitations rejected
to hear God’s word because Donald Trump
was in town. How many of us are being
destroyed by some preacher telling us some
simple-simon fairy tale about once saved
always saved even though Paul says even after
he has preached he could still be a castaway
(1 Corinthians 9: 27) and again in Philippians
2:12 ....work out your own salvation with fear

and trembling.
In conclusion people, we must stop letting

these men deceive us by loving pastor more
than God’s Word not to mention these
motivational speakers disguised as  ministers,
Lets repent and turn to Christ. Remember if
you don’t read the book you lose the lesson,
Word Up.

Calvin Crayton is community resident
and writer on spiritual matters. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

I have a small confession to make: four weeks
ago I began subscribing to the Chicago Tribune.
Not because I agree with its editorial policy (I
can take it or leave it). Not because they have a
better comics section, either. The “hook” for me
was a framed black and white photograph of the
“Rat Pack.” I’m not referring to the latest Chicago
Streets and Sanitation weapon against those pesky
rodents, but instead, to the loosely knit association
of Sammy Davis Jr, Frank Sinatra and Dean
Martin. The particular photo also featured Peter
Lawford. All four were standing around a pool
table planning a casino heist in the original
“Ocean’s Eleven.” If you don’t know what I’m
talking about, fine. There were other little
“freebies” at the Dominick’s table where I signed
up, like posters and other framed works of art.

Regardless of your own musical tastes, the
Tribune also made a donation to the United Negro
College Fund for each subscription. It’s also a
lot cheaper than buying it every day at a
newsstand: $2.50 per week! Who can argue with
that? In this city, I suppose one big newspaper is
as good as the other when it comes to serious
news. Neither of the two major daily papers wants
to be “scooped” by its rival, so you can expect
some fairly thorough coverage of the major issues
of the day.

Investigative journalism is one area in which
I noticed some differences. The investigation and
recent indictment of eight “elite” Chicago police
officers for theft, extortion and kidnapping
received some pretty decent coverage in the Sun
Times, (which investigated the story first), but
hardly a mention in the Tribune. Why? News is
news, right?

In this political season, where you CAN
expect them to differ is in their political
endorsements — since endorsements are not
“news” in the strictest sense, but opinions. You
can generally expect the Tribune to support the
Republicans, and in general, a conservative
agenda — even though they often support a
Democrat, like Tammy Duckworth this year —
if he or she is an overwhelmingly better choice
than the Republican. And you can reasonably
expect the Sun Times to endorse the Democrats,
along with their own agendas. This expectation
was such a “given” that, in the last Presidential
race, the Sun Times endorsed President Bush,
and there was a furious outcry from some (but
not all) Black “leaders” that the Sun Times “had
betrayed” its readers. I thought it was a silly
reaction. I don’t know about you, but to me, a
“betrayal” by a newspaper is typified by the
failure to give accurate, unbiased and truthful
coverage to its readers.  Not by giving the

NLCN COMMENTARY

“wrong” politically incorrect endorsement.
In the North Lawndale Community News, I

previously emphasized the value of reading every
day in order to not only keep up with current
events, but to find out what other people are
thinking on certain issues. You may learn that
some well-educated people don’t have a clue as
to what’s going on. You may also learn a
viewpoint that you had never considered.

It’s good to read as many papers as you can
get your hands on. This way you can see how
and why they approach things. Regardless of how
fair minded and unbiased a newspaper will say it
is, all of them have an agenda. It’s just a matter
of: do you agree with their agenda or does it give
you a burning sensation in your gut? If you
become a frequent reader, then some day that
light bulb above your head will flash with the
“AHA!” sign, and you will say to yourself, “I
understand why they barely covered this story,
but gave two pages to Madonna’s ongoing legal
drama with her recently adopted African child.

Read a paper you are comfortable with. The
Sun Times with its tabloid format is easy to hold
and flip through, while the Tribune is quite bulky.
I usually ditch the sports and classified pages as
soon as I receive it, which makes it easier to carry,
at least. The Tribune’s free spin-off, Redeye, has
finished going through its growing pains and
found a niche for people who don’t want to be
bogged down with every detail of the day, and its
entertainment section, Metromix, is as added
bonus for the party animals among us.

The community papers have their place in
this mix also. The North Lawndale News has
grown from a letter sized eight page monthly to
a weekly with more writers covering more things
of interest to you and your community. The Austin
Voice often has good coverage of crime and police
matters, as well as recognition of people who
have done a great service to their community. A
tangible benefit of reading a community paper is
the greater likelihood of seeing an article about
one of your neighbors, or even yourself, within
its pages. There are many others, some in Spanish
that also serve their community in their own way.

So far, I am satisfied with my subscription
choice. The only possible drawback I can think
of is disposing of the paper properly when I have
finished with it. One week’s worth will fill up a
“Blue Bag.” The bottom line is that you will soon
gain a better perspective of what’s going on in
the world and in your own neighborhood. So,
read a newspaper...today!

William Goosby is a North Lawndale resident
and writer. To comment on this article visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Read a Newspaper Today — ANY Newspaper!
William Goosby
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As the Democratic Party enjoys a surge
of strength on both Federal and State levels,
Democrats in Illinois have maintained steady
control over local offices.

Lisa Madigan beat out Republican
challenger Stu Umholtz in the race for
Attorney General by a devastating margin
of 70 percent according to Associated Press

DEMOCRATS Maintain Statewide Dominance
Chase Castle

reports late Tuesday evening. As Illinois’ first
female Attorney General, Madigan’s
campaign put special emphasis on her efforts
to better protect women and children from
sex offenders, in addition to her work to
reform the Illinois gaming industry and stop
the spread of Methamphetamine.

Democratic offices were also retained by
incumbent Secretary of State Jesse White,
who faced little difficulty from Republican
challenger Dan Rutherford. White reportedly
garnered a hefty 58 percent of the vote ahead

of Rutherford’s 38 percent.
“I think [Illinois voters] recognize the

good job he’s done, the problems he inherited
when he came into office and the job he has
done since then,” said White’s Press Secretary
Dave Druker. “They know the good work that
he accomplished and how well he’s served
the people of Illinois”

Comptroller Dan Hynes represented yet
another victory for Illinois Democrats by
successfully defending the office against
Republican Carole Pankau, marking Hynes’
third consecutive term in office.

“We made it clear from the beginning that
we have a job to do … to speak the truth about
our financial affairs and our financial
condition – that’s what I’m going to continue

to do,” Hynes said in an appearance on
CLTV late Tuesday evening. “We have
continued financial challenges ahead of us
and I hope to play a constructive role in
addressing them.”

In one of Illinois’ narrower races,
Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias (D) was
victorious over challenger Christine
Radogno (R).

Chase Castle is student from DePaul
University. To comment on this article visit
our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Attorney General Lisa Madigan

Secretary of State Jesse White

Comptroller Dan Hynes

Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias

good,” Gunderson said. “[Peraica’s] had to
work for everything he’s had,” Gunderson said,
referring in part to the recognition that Todd
Stroger inherited from his father, John Stroger,
the former Cook County Board President who
suffered an incapacitating stroke earlier this year.

Dave O’Neil, a self-described independent,
said he supported Peraica based on the promise
of reform, despite feeling that his candidate
was a long-shot.

“I was a little leery because it’s a machine
that he was running against,” O’Neil said.

Conversely, Republican newsletter editor
Frank Bennet Rowder felt confident about
Peraica’s potential for success.

“I had a very strong feeling that he had a
good chance of winning this race,” Rowder
said.  As the campaign band plugged away
classics like “Brown Eyed Girl” and television
monitors displayed fluxing totals, those in

attendance were both excited and
apprehensive.

 “We got a winner here,” Choice Collection
trumpeter Chris Sullivan said. “It’s just a matter
of time.”

Even at 12:45 in the morning, vote totals
were still trickling in from the polls, prompting
Peraica to alledge intentional mishandling of
the ballots. Peraica went so far as to suggest
that votes cast in the northern suburbs, where
he was heavily favored over Stroger, were
being specifically targeted and ignored.

“69 W. Washington is where we’re going to
go, and we’re going to demand accountability,”
Peraica said, trying to mobilize voters to protest
at the Cook County Board of Elections Office.
“We are not going to have this election stolen
from us. All of us have worked too hard!”

Laura Onstot is the civic affairs reporter
for NLCN and is a graduate student at the
Northwestern University Medill School of
Journalism.

County from front page

For the first time in 12 years, the
Democrats have gained control of the U.S.
House of Representatives. Although they
were not able to gain control of the Senate,
they were able to gain more seats than they
had before Election Day.

“The Democrats will now be in the majority.
Hopefully, at least on the House-side, we will
be able to provide a significant check to the
President’s powers,” said Ira Cohen, chief of
staff for Congressman Danny K. Davis.

Democrats gained a total of fifteen seats in
the House, making Nancy Pelosi the first woman
in history to hold the position of House Majority
Leader. At press time, the Democrats had 220
seats while the Republicans had 177. In the
Senate, the Democrats had 47 seats and the
Republicans had 49. The Democrats needed 51
seats in order to take control of the Senate.

Davis, the incumbent Democratic candidate
for the 7th Congressional District of Illinois, was
re-elected by a vast margin. Davis has been a
member of Congress since 1996.

In an interview with CLTV News Tuesday,
Davis fought off allegations that Democrats
would go out of their way to block a
Republican agenda.

“We do not want to be obstructionists. What
we want to do is give serious thought and

consideration to the issues facing America and
the American people and work cooperatively
with the President, the Republicans, with all
elements and components of our society,” said
David.

Davis’ Chief of Staff Ira Cohen felt that
one of the many reasons the Congressman has
been so successful is his position on the war
in Iraq.

“Obviously the war was a major question.
The Congressman has been very outspoken
against going to war in the first place,” Cohen
said.

Other important Congressional races
included the 6th District Congressional race
between Tammy Duckworth and Peter
Roskam, which brought national attention to
Illinois.  Peter Roskam won by a very narrow
one percent margin.

“I have had a campaign staff that is second
to none,” said Roskam on CLTV News.

Duckworth claimed that the fact that she ran
in a predominately Republican district and
almost won is a success in itself.

“We knocked on almost 90,000 doors and
we came within one percent of winning and that
is something to be proud of. Thank you,” said
Duckworth during her concession speech.

Discontent with the handling of the war in

Iraq and Duckworth’s unique handicap from her
service in Iran helped add fuel to her campaign.

“She is an amazing woman. She has shown
more strength and courage in her young life than
most of us show in a lifetime,” said Senator Dick
Durbin.

Sophia Karalexis is a graduate in English
from DePaul University. Sophia also earned
a minor in Journalism. Sophia is a general
assignment reporter for NLCN. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Cong. Davis Re-elected, Democrats Recapture the House
Sophia Karalexis

Congressman Danny K. Davis



THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS Page 9November 8 - November 14, 2006

HARRIS BANK AND THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS HONORS

NORTH LAWNDALE’S SMALL BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

A-1 GARFIELD EXTERMINATINGPriscilla  Perci Lucas

The North Lawndale Community News and Harris
Bank are proud to honor A-1 Garfield Exterminating &
Janitorial Service as North Lawndale’s Small Business
of the Month for November.  A-1 is located at 3827
West Harrison St. Their business hours are flexible
Mondays through Saturday and closed on Sundays.  The
telephone number is: 773-638-8462.

A-1 was founded by Garfield Major.  At the age of
22, Major worked as an exterminator, repairman of
laundry machines, a barber and a butcher.  Tired of
working several jobs and encouraged by his former wife
he made a decision to start this line of service.

“I decided that I couldn’t be a jack of all trades and
I didn’t want that, so I stopped at pest control and let all
the rest go,” Major said.  “I wanted to be my own boss.”

As the sole owner and President of A-1 Garfield,
Major employs three part-time secretaries and five
exterminators that he personally trained.  Although his
business is now lucrative, in the beginning, he had to
prove to others that he was capable of doing this line of
work.

He once secured a contract with the Board of
Education and a rival informed them that he was only
“a field man and never went to school for pest control.”
Questions surfaced about his ability to perform large
projects accurately.

Eager to prove to those who complained of his lack
of knowledge in this business, he enrolled at Purdue
University in Lafayette, IN, taking classes in
Entomology the study of insects.  Successfully
completing many courses in the study of insects, and
quieting those who spoke against him he went on to
secure many new contracts from major companies
throughout the city.

Major uses his knowledge of the extermination
business to answer customer questions about how to
use certain products are carefully explained. He
encourages them to call him back for an update about
their pests problems.

A-1 Garfield Exterminating Service not only caters
to businesses, but many of the clients are people in other
communities seek out his services.  Advertisement is
done by word of mouth.  Many of   Major’s new clientele
are the children of the community that he saw daily.

He understands the plight of single parents and caters
to them by giving reasonable prices on basic pest control
products.  Customers flock in his home-based business
and engage in lively conversation about the past and the
future of North Lawndale. The community surrounding
A-1 has experienced dramatic changes over the years.

Harrison Street was once filled with homes, churches
and businesses that could be seen from the Eisenhower
expressway.  Today those buildings that many residents
of the North Lawndale community once lived in,
worshiped in and shopped in are now reduced to vacant
lots.  Despite these changes,  A-1 Garfield Exterminating
& Janitorial Service survived.

He admits that he would like to retire in three to five
years, but his children have no interest in taking over
the business.  He has been offered hundred thousands
of dollars for his business and is adamant about who he
would sell too.

“I’m not going to be here forever,” Major said.  “I
would give it to an African-American before see a
Caucasian buy me out.”

See A-1 page 15

Garfield Major inside his West Side office Garfield Major and his employee Johnny Washington (left) Garfield Major displays his National Leadership Award
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Extra money is nice to have, whether it is
earned, received as a gift, or found. Should
we spend it or save it?  Our priorities and
goals in life will dictate how we use this extra
money. I encourage everyone to get into the
habit of saving.

Saving is a wonderful principle that
guarantees you will have something for later.
We employ this principle in many areas of
our lives.  For example, we save photos, as
these represent warm memories and good
times shared with family and friends.  We also
save food.  Although we purchase many items
from the grocery store, we don’t eat them all
in one day. We eat only the portion that we
absolutely need and save the rest for later.
This practice of saving that which is of value
or importance to us should also apply to our

The Value of Saving
K L Gillespie

money.
Saving money is essential for financial

success.  When we choose to do so, we’re
showing that we are willing to forego current
consumption for a higher standard of living
in the future.

It pays to save up today for that which
will benefit us later, like a family vacation, a
home of our own, higher education, or an
early retirement.

It also pays to save for a rainy day. Let’s
face it, life comes with its share of
emergencies.  Such unexpected events can
have major costs associated with them and
since we can’t predict the future, we must
prepare ourselves so that we are able to cover
basic living expenses.  No one really knows
how much money they’ll need in the event of

an emergency, but storing up at least 3 – 6
months of income will ensure that you have
enough to buy food and pay bills until the
situation turns around.

If you’re one of those people who believe
that you have no money to save, examine your
lifestyle and observe what you’re spending
your money on.  Do you cook meals at home
or do you prefer to dine out?  Are you
constantly hitting the mall in search of the
latest fashions or do you accessorize with
what you already own?  Do you pay your bills
on time or have you grown satisfied with
paying late fees?  Your answers to these and
other questions will help you reveal areas of
your life in which you may be spending too
much money or even giving it away. This will
also help you find funds that can easily be

shifted from wasteful spending to fruitful
savings.

Getting started can be a challenge for
some, so it’s a good idea to save smaller
amounts first and gradually increase the
amounts.  You can begin by setting aside a
certain percentage or dollar amount from your
earnings on a regular basis.  For example, if
you receive $500 a month, commit to
allocating 5 percent or $25 to a savings
account.  Also, if you work, your employer
can establish direct deposit for you.  This
allows your pay check to be automatically
deposited into your bank account which may
prevent you from spending money just
because it’s in your pocket.

Regardless of the amount saved, the
earlier you begin and the more consistent you
are, the better your chances of attaining
financial security. Advanced planning is
required to realize our goals and saving
regularly provides us with the financial
resources to achieve them.

Katherine Gillespie is NLCN’s Financial
Columnist and a North Lawndale Resident.
She has an MBA from Illinois Institute of
Technology and currently works for Northern
Trust Company. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.
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patriotism.
“I’m inspired to vote because many people

have fought for the right to vote and for women
to have to right to vote as well, so I think that I
need to respect that by voting,” said Gwyneth
Kram, the physical education teacher at Bethune
Elementary.  The voters overall had good
experiences voting and the polls at Bethune only
faced minor technical difficulties. With short
lines, but a good voter turnout, voting moved
along smoothly.  “A few things went wrong. We
had a touch screen break down, so the poll was
closed and no one sent a new touch screen to be
rebooted,” said Election Judge, William Boea.

The new touch screens proved to be easier
to use for many of the older voters who have
difficulty seeing small letters.  In addition to
these touch screens a new style ballot was
introduced.  Instead of punching holes into a
ballot, the new style ballot required voters to

complete an arrow pointing to the name of the
candidate in which they were voting for.

While some schools in the suburbs had
expressed concerns with strangers entering their
schools to vote, Bethune Elementary took the
opportunity to use the polls at their school as a
learning experience.

 “We are encouraging our children to be
aware of the civic responsibility of voting and
we’re hoping that they will be instrumental in
bringing out their parents,” said Gloria Davis,
principal at Bethune Elementary.

  With Election Day at a close, the negative
campaigning has also come to a close.  “With
all the negative ads they have had, I just want
someone in office that is going to do something
for the people,” said Nicole Bey.

Sophia Karalexis is a graduate in English
from DePaul University. Sophia also earned
a minor in Journalism. Sophia is a general
assignment reporter for NLCN . To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Polls from front page

After 21 months of operating a storefront
at 2420 West Roosevelt Road, we’ve learned
the value of “location, location, location”, said
Steeve Kidd co-owner of NatZ CloZet.
Steeve and Natalie have now decided to take
their business a different route, the internet.
Natalie says, “the internet opens so many
doors to the apparel industry reaching more
people and allowing us to market other
services like personalized shopping and
wardrobe planning assistance (we do the
shopping for you), as well as buying from us
online.”  “NatZ CloZet then becomes more
cost efficient,” says Steeve.

Because of the transition, everything in
the store is priced 50% off or less.  Sample
sales:  women shoes $5, blouse $3, suits $10

and men sport coats $20, shoes $10, shirts
$5 - $20.  Remember, NatZ CloZet sales new
and gently worn apparel.  “To take advantage
of the best selections of men and women
clothing, you need to come in soon,” says
Natalie.

During the month of November their store
hours are as follows: Tuesday – Saturday (12:
Noon to 5:00 pm.)

The last day to shop at the 2420 W.
Roosevelt location is Saturday, November 25,
2006.  NatZ CloZet plans to have their Web
Site up and running January 1, 2007.  For more
information call (312) 371-5125.

Steeve and Natalie says “thanks everyone
for their patriotism, support and prayers, we
love you and look forward to seeing you soon.”

NatZ CloZet Going Internet and
Personalized Services
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Attract More CLIENTS or CUSTOMERS! ADVERTISE in the North
Lawndale Communty News FOR RATES: CALL 312.492.9090

A HAND UP RECOVERY HOMES,
CHICAGO WESTSIDE NAACP &
CAREY TERCENTENARY A.M.E.

CHURCH presents tutorial on Saturday
morning all November at 1448 S. Homan

Snacks served. Limit 25 students (first come
first served) Contact Wilbert Cook at 773-522-
7330 or Cheryl Washington at 312-953-3324

THE ALBERT WHITE TRAINING
CENTER FOR YOUTH - 3451 W.  Madison
Recruiting youth ages 16-19 years of age who

are ex-offenders and seeking a change in
lifestyles.

Activities include but are not liminted to:
Basic Computer (Windows Wp) & G.E.D.

Classes will be held every Tuesday and
Thursday from 10am-2pm For more

information please contact  Theresa Stowers
at 773-826-4029

As a community activist, I have been
involved in many debatable issues. I’m often
surprised by the number of single female parents
who want to emphatically make it known that
they are single parents.  Hearing the title single
parent being emphasized so frequently by
women, a couple of questions came into my mind.
Are women wearing the title “single parent “as a
badge of honor? Whatever happened to
promoting the “family unit?”   In my quest to
have questions answered, I solicited the opinions
of a professional single female parent.

“Well Fred, single parenting can be very
rewarding, but it comes with a unique set of
challenges,” said Ms. Anna Anon.  “Speaking
for myself as a single parent and mother of one
daughter, I cannot be, nor will I try to be, both
mother and father to my daughter.”

“Father’s Day can be a big deal in a family
with no father!  I must admit, I think I stress and
worry about this much more than my daughter.
Children these days seem to be more accepting
of family structures that are “different” as more
and more children are born into single parent
homes, homes with two moms or two dads, or
other unique situations.”

“I have learned to accept the ups and downs
that go hand in hand with single parenting.  After
several miscarriages I became pregnant and we
had our first and only daughter in December of
1987.  I was extremely happy with being pregnant
but at the same time I was fighting a losing battle
with my husband.  I was worried all during my
pregnancy that my baby would be an addict as
well.  I thought about it and was still worried. 

I remember reading about service men in Viet
Nam contracting Agent Orange and seeing the

debilitating effects that bio-warfare had on their
children from causing severe deformities and
even death.  Then I also felt that my doctor was
male and all males stick together no matter what
(I also found out that way of thinking was wrong,
but I was pregnant with an addicted husband).” 

 “Also, I had been raised in a two parent
household where I was a ‘Daddy’s girl’ and I
wanted all of that for my daughter.  My parents
were married until “death do you part” for over
31 years (my mother died in 1977).  Even my
husband had both parents in the home who were
married over 45 years when I filed for divorce.”

 “I was still feeling guilty about leaving my
husband and finally spoke to the Pastor at my
church.  He spoke to me and even quoted
scripture reminding me that God wants us as His
children to be happy on this earth.  He said that
men and women both have roles to play and live
by as husband and wife. 

My Pastor then spoke to both of us and made
it very plain that there is no room for drugs in our
lives and my husband, in order to save his
marriage, had to seek help to get his life back in
order.  For me, being a single parent was my only
option.  I do not wear it as ‘a badge of honor’
because I did and still would prefer my daughter
to have what I had in a loving, kind and caring
father.”

Many once married, now single parents like
Anna did not have a choice, but there are many
single parents who opted not to marry.  Should a
single female parent wear her title as a badge of
honor? I think so, but you be the judge!

Fred Mitchell is a North Lawndale resident.
To comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Should the Title “Single Parent” be  a
Badge of Honor for Women?

Fred Mitchell

On Tuesday, October 10th, Illinois State
Senate President Emil Jones, Jr. (D-14th)
along with Illinois House Speaker Michael
Madigan (D-22nd), State Senator Mattie
Hunter (D-8th) and State Representative
Eddie Washington (D-14th) announced the
establishment of the Historic Illinois
Transatlantic Slave Trade Commission
(ITSTC).

The Illinois Transatlantic Slave Trade
Commission (ITSTC) was initiated by State
Representative Eddie Washington in 2004.
It passed the Illinois House of
Representatives, but did not pass the Illinois
Senate.  State Senator Mattie Hunter the
chief sponsor of the bill in the House (D-
3rd) re-submitted the bill and with the support
of President Jones and House Speaker
Michael Madigan (D-22nd), the
establishment of the ITSTC was approved
in May 2005 as Illinois Joint Resolution 31.
The commission was chosen in 2006.

     The Illinois Transatlantic Slave Trade
Commission will begin by studying the
language of State Resolution HR-40 that
calls for reparations for the enslavement of
African Americans and the act of slavery in
Maryland and for the purpose of supporting
the national request for congressional
hearings and a federal commission to study
and consider reparations for African
Americans; and education Americans about
the history of slavery and its current
repercussions expressing regret for the role
that Maryland played in instituting and
maintaining slavery and for the

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ESTABLISHES ILLINOIS

SLAVE TRADE COMMISSION
Julius Goodman

discrimination that was slavery’s legacy.
H.R.40, which is pending before the

United States House of Representatives,
acknowledges the fundamental injustice and
inhumanity of slavery establishes a
commission to study slavery, its subsequent
racial and economic discrimination against
freed slaves, and the impact of those forces
on living African Americans today; and makes
recommendations to Congress on appropriate
remedies.

“This is an ongoing battle to tell the truth
about what happened in this country when
slavery was legal and we must tell the truth
about the impact of slavery,” said Dr. Conrad
Worrill, Director of the Jacob H. Carruthers
Center for Inner City Studies of Northeastern
Illinois University.

     According to language of the bill, the
dehumanization and atrocities of slavery in
the United States were mandated by formal
laws that were codified and enshrined within
the United States Constitution.  The United
States Government has never acknowledged,
apologized, or otherwise taken responsibility
for its role in slavery or segregation, de jure
and de facto, and has never made reparations
to African Americans for the generations of
labor expropriated from them deprivation of
their freedom and rights and terrorism against
them resulting in widespread injury and death.

In 2001, the United Nations World
Conference against Racism held in Durban,
South Africa, Acknowledged that the
transatlantic slave trade and slavery were war

crimes against humanity.     Under the
direction of Dr. Anderson Thompson, senior
research coordinator and director of Research
and Evaluation, the ITSTC is the assembly
of some of the most renowned scholars and
researchers, including Dr. Carl Bell, Dr.
Samella  Abdullah, Dr. Asa G.Hillard, III, Dr.
Harvette Gray, Dr Wade Nobles and Attorney
Standish Willis.  Their primary responsibility
is to prepare a study addressing the impact of
politics, economics, education and societal issues
on the Transatlantic Slave Trade and Slavery.

     Among specific goals of the study to
be examined include: the institution
of slavery from 1619-1865;
governmental support of the
institution of slavery; discrimination
by law in public/private sectors
against freed Africans; and negative
effects of slavery.  The ITSTC will
also submit recommendations for
education the general public on their
findings, i.e. inclusion in the K-12
curriculum, post-secondary
curriculum, teacher training
programs etc.

The Illinois Transatlantic Slave
Trade Commission will be
administered and housed at the
Jacob H. Carruthers Center for
Inner City Studies of Northeastern
Illinois University. Dr. Worrill will
serve as director.

Julius Goodman is poet and
motivational speaker.  He is also a
graduate from National Louis
University with a degree in
Behavioral Science. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.
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Entertainment & Sports

“Lifetimes On The Streets” by Gus
Edwards is a well-seasoned slice of life served
up on one block in Harlem, New York City,
the crossroads of 125th Street and Adam
Clayton Powell Boulevard.

Fantasy and disillusion are the predominant
flavors.  Each character has one monologue
except for Mavis, played by Elizabeth Shivers.
Married and long since moved out of Harlem.
Mavis’ recurring episodes guide her from
nostalgia for Harlem and on to self-discovery,
then to love in her rediscovered neighborhood;
and after love, hope.

There is the militant wino (Foster
Williams) hollering about gentrification and
the presence of Asians but offering neither
vision nor coherence.  The sex worker’s path
- played by Desla Epison - from a
conventional marriage to a life in the life is
marked by domestic abuse, self-loathing, and
a glorification of her profession.

The businessman (Robert C. Goodwin)
has escaped Harlem but also invests in a
brownstone back in the hood; and those two
poles of existence mark his own schizoid
misery.    Another professional (Mark H.
Howard) seeks to place his homosexuality in
the context of an environment (Harlem) that
can be both very accepting  but also
punishing, and in no predictable rhythm.

Delores’ husband has just been murdered
by a policeman.  She becomes frenzied while

seeking justice, raising an infant daughter and
also pursuing her career as a comedienne with
a bite, a performance artist.   She practices
her delivery which bleeds into her phone
conversations and her interactions with the
baby.   This surreal quality perfectly
underscores her anguished survival tactics.
Sharyon A. Culberson is superb.

 A less gloomy segment is called Marvin
Gaye Died For Your Sins. It riffs on Marvin’s
life and music, becoming the platform for a
witty, musical overview on the mythic
significance of Harlem; also performed by
Ms. Epison.

James Pringle’s direction nicely varies the
pacing and interacts perfectly with the superb
offstage, live playing of the tenor saxophone
by Tazama Sun.  The set by Reginald B.
Wilson finely evokes The Block in a
compelling composition of color, movement
and detail.

The play demonstrates the strengths of
ETA Creative Arts Foundation, Inc., now in
their 35th season.  The movement, music and
issues played perfectly to their audience.  ETA
is located at: 7558 S. S. Chicago Ave. For
more information on plays at ETA contact:
773/752-8727; Fax: 773/752-8727 or
www.etacreativearts.org.

Mike Cook is a North Lawndale resident
and NLCN’s theatre critic. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org

THEATRE REVIEW: LIFETIME ON THE STREETS
Mike Cook

The Miami Dolphins came into Soldier
Field with a 1-6 record that had the Chicago
Bears smelling blood and prematurely racking
up another victory in their undefeated season.
The Dolphins’ lowly record belied the fact
that they had the league’s fifth best defense
and at least a few offensive weapons to be
reckoned with and they used their limited
resources to perfection in beating the Bears
31-13.

With the offense sputtering the Bears
could ill-afford to turn the ball over, but that’s
precisely what they did six times: Grossman
lobbed three balls into Dolphin hands and the
Bears fumbled four times – losing three.
Miami scored 28 of their total points off of
Bears turnovers and they brought an offensive
game plan to Soldier Field that was just
patient enough to take advantage of the
scoring opportunities the suddenly, very
giving Bears’ offense provided them with.

The other keys to the Dolphin victory
were the Miami defense, which was anchored
by the brilliant play of Jason Taylor and the
running game. The defensive end had an
interception return for a touchdown, a forced
fumble, and a sack of Grossman, and Running
back Robbie Brown who carried for a career-
best 157 yards.

Bears Offense – To start with, the
Quarterback Rex Grossman (18-of-42, 210
yards, three interceptions, and one TD) never
gave the team a chance to win.  At times he
looked as if he was reverting back to the Bear
quarterback fiascoes of the past. He threw
three interceptions, and lost a fumble to
account for the core of the teams’ turnovers.
He was simply inept, floating passes all over
the field that were easy pickings for the
Dolphins.

When a defensive end intercepts your pass
and returns it for a TD as Jason Taylor did,
you know you’re having a bad day. The loss
of deep threat Bernard Berrian (rib injury)

was also a blow to the offense. They struggled
to get reserve wide out Justin Gage involved
and it just didn’t come together well. Muhsin
Muhammad was good and made an acrobatic
catch for the Bears only touchdown of the
afternoon, but after that the passing game got
scary, with each attempt a possible disaster.
The Running game wasn’t much of a factor
either and Thomas Jones (69 yards rushing
on 20 attempts) and Cedric Benson (eight
carries for 34 yards) couldn’t muster up the
consistency to be a real threat.

Bear Defense – Dolphin running back
Ronnie Brown ran all over the place. His
bursts for quality yardage kept the chains
moving, and the Bears usually overwhelming
defense seemingly bewildered.

Whether it was shear determination to
upstage the mighty Bears or the blossoming
of an elite back, Ronnie Jones
was on top of his game and
really stuck it to Chi-Town.
The Bears also didn’t sack
quarterback Joey Harrington
once and he burned them for
three touchdown throws, one
to ex-Bear, Miami wide
receiver, Marty Booker.

Special Teams – Devin
Hester and Adrian Peterson
both fumbled, and Hester was
shaky even when he wasn’t
muffing punts and simply
causing confusion on returns.

Robbie Gould continued to be on target and
kicked two 38-yard field goals. He is a perfect
22-of-22 for the season.

Up Next – The next opponent for the
Bears are the tough New York Giants who
are 6-2 on the season. The game is in New
York and they have a team that could really
pose some trouble if the Bears are not at full
strength. Brian Urlacher (Left Foot) and
Bernard Berrian (Ribs, out 2-3 weeks)
suffered injuries in the loss to the Dolphins
and the team will have to engage in some
serious preparation over the next week if
they’re going to have success against them.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Bears’ Humbled by Dolphins
Todd Thomas

Chicago Bears wide receiver Muhsin Muhammad
catches a touchdown during the Bears 31-13 loss
to the Dolphins

crowds gathered quietly around two muted
televisions, watching a long string of
Democratic victories flash across the screen.

At about 10:30, Topinka took the stage
to give her concession speech. Greeted by
enthusiastic shouts and applause, she
approached the podium smiling.

“I’m not here tonight as someone who’s
lost a political race,” she said. “I’m here as
someone who’s had a great experience. I’ve
loved every minute of it, even the tough ones,
and there’s been a few, but whatever you
can say about campaigns, we did it the right

way.”
She graciously thanked all her supporters,

from her running mate Joe Birkett to her
faithful volunteers. She also reminded her
audience that “every time God closes a door,
he opens a window,” and said that she was
looking forward to the opportunities in her
future.

In defeating Topinka by a significant
margin, the 49-year-old Blagojevich completed
the Democrats’ clean sweep of state
government. Democrats also won the Attorney
General, Comptroller, Secretary of State and
State Treasurer positions.

Blagojevich appealed to his progressive

base Tuesday night in his victory speech.
“You all want better for your kids than you

had for yourself that has been the guiding
principle of my administration; getting things
done for people,” Blagojevich said.

“Tonight the people of Illinois have spoken
and their message is clear: Keep focusing on
the needs of people, keep pushing the system
to change, and never settle for the way things
are,” Blagojevich said. “We need to keep
making progress for the people of Illinois.”

Blagojevich’s second term platform will
include the continued development of
Chicago’s black neighborhoods, including the
West Side, according to his staff.

In the last week, Blagojevich intensified
his campaigning in predominantly black
neighborhoods. He spent Sunday attending
several Black churches, including Rev. James
Meeks’s Salem Baptist Church. Meeks, also
a state senator, strongly considered running
against Blagojevich but dropped the idea
when they reached an agreement on how to
improve funding for inner-city schools.

Late Tuesday afternoon the Governor was
hitting West Side el stops before the polls
closed. He stood outside the Cicero and Lake
St. Green Line stops shaking hands with

Victory from front page

See page 14
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After eight games the Bears 7-1 record
couldn’t be much better, but there’s still a lot
of concern about the rest of the season. Head
coach Lovie Smith had them prepared well
for the first half of the year but things are
getting more complicated now in the second
half of the campaign. The opponents they
have to face are tougher and they’ve sustained
several injuries to key players. The Bears also
need to regroup after the defeat against the
Miami Dolphins, which knocked them out of
the ranks of the unbeaten and back to mere
mortality.

Key Midseason Statistics:
Team Offense: Ranked 13th in League
Rushing:
Thomas Jones Cedric Benson
Rushes:160 63
Yards:607 208
Avg:3.8 3.3
TD:3 3
The Bears’ longest run from scrimmage

is only 29 yards and neither Jones nor Benson
average 4.0 yards-per-carry, a benchmark
statistic for gauging rushing productivity.
Both backs are good players and Jones seems
the safe bet. But the Bears may not be able to
play it safe any more. They need to improve

and make opposing defenses respect the
running game more.

Receiving:
M. Muhammad  D. Clark  B. Berrian
No:   34        29 27
Yards:443      429 495
Avg:13.0     14.8 18.3
Long:30      33 62
TD:     3       3 4

The receiving corps was playing great but
Grossman started to lose touch with them in
the last several games. Muhammad has been
superb, showing an athleticism and sure-
handedness that puts him in league with the
NFL’s best receivers. Bernard Berrian is
developing into a consistent downfield threat
but was injured in the week-eight loss to
Miami and will miss significant playing time.
The other receivers, including tight end
Desmond Clark will have to step-up and catch
more passes in the second half.

Passing:
Rex Grossman
Attempts:260
Completions:148
Yards:1,853
TD:14

INT:10
Rating:81.1
Grossman has looked sharp at times, and

woeful at others. He must work with his
coaches to regain the form and mechanics that
allow him to be successful. When he’s
comfortable he runs the Bear offense
effectively, but when the ‘heat is on’ he comes
unglued and makes mistakes. He’ll have to
improve quickly or experienced backup QB
Brian Greise could ease him out of his role
as the starting quarterback.

Defense – The Bears are still ranked 1st

in the league in total defense and several
players are having pro-bowl types of seasons.
Rookie defensive end Mark Anderson has 7.5
sacks, good for fifth in the league. Linebacker
Brian Urlacher has been a tank – destroying
defenses with his relentless effort. He leads
the team with 68 tackles and his hard hitting
and tenacity stabilize and motivate the
defense when things look bleak. The
defensive backs have been steady but not
spectacular, with Ricky Manning Jr. leading
the way with four interceptions. They will
miss safety Mike Brown who is lost for the
year with a severe foot injury.

Special Teams – They have played a big

role in Bears’ games so far this season. Kicker
Robbie Gould has hit on all 22 of his field
goal attempts and has baled them out when
they’ve fail to score a TD in the red-zone.
Rookie kick returner Devin Hester has
returned two punts for touchdowns but he’s
also fumbled several times and just isn’t
dependable. Feast or famine is the unfortunate
situation with the special teams, but special-
teamer Adrian Peterson usually plays very
solidly every week.

The Bears started out so well that even
losing several games won’t put them out of
playoff contention. But who wants to go into
the postseason backwards after starting the
season off so strongly. Their next three games
will be difficult as they embark on a road trip
to the northeast. They play the New York
Giants, the New England Patriots and the New
York Jets in consecutive weeks and their
response to these hostile environments will
test them in a big way. Hold on to your hats
Bears fans, we’re in for a roller coaster of a
ride in the second half on the NFL season.

Todd Thomas is a freelance writer for
NLCN and other publications. To comment
on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Bears off to a Terrific Start, So Why all the Worry? - MIDSEASON REPORT
Todd Thomas

STRANGER THAN FICTION (***)
With an inventive use of Chicago locales,
“Stranger than Fiction” is a quirky social
comedy that bounces between the realm of
reality and fantasy to stress its human folly
and moral points. The usually zany Will
Ferrell tones it down to a meek demeanor

AT THE FLICKS
David Schultz, film critic

as Harold Crick, an IRS senior auditor who
lives life by a daily dull routine.

Structured and disciplined, Harold is the
perfect example of a wasted existence,
without any personal interests or interactions
with friends. Harold is a parody of the
ultimate “company man” who doesn’t seem
to be as real as he is.

That is until one routine Wednesday
morning, Harold Crick begins to hear what
no one else can: a female narrative voice
describing his inner thoughts in a literary
manner.

The voice in question belongs to Kay
Eiffel (Emma Thompson in an inspired
performance sure to receive some Oscar buzz
for best supporting actress), a reclusive yet
eccentric British novelist suffering from
writer’s block. She is struggling to determine
how to kill off the novel’s lead character, who
also happens to exist in real life.

Meanwhile, Harold feels her voice
following his every move and encounter. This
makes him alter his usual life routine that also
begins to open him up to some of life’s
pleasures.

When Harold meets a defensive yet free
spirited baker, Ana Pascal (Maggie
Gyllenhaal), he is supposed to audit her, yet
he begins to feel oddly attracted to her.

Still, Harold questions his own sanity
when he laments “I’m a character in my own
life” to psychiatrist (Linda Hunt) who thinks
he’s a schizophrenic.

Regardless, she recommended a
consultation to a psychology professor
(Dustin Hoffman) who initially can’t figure
out who is doing the “writing”. But he does
recommend Harold to “live his life.”

Meanwhile Kay (Emma Thompson) is
given a secretary, Penny Escher (Queen
Latifah ), who helps to find  a solution to kill
off Kay’s character. Although even in this
unethical role Latifah’s character has its
moments, it doesn’t feel intricate enough to
the film’s story.

  Even though “Stranger than Fiction” is
a film about discovery and fulfillment it is
clearly one of Ferrell’s best big screen
performances. It’s not the usual zaniness we
expect, rather it is a semi-muted role that
allows Ferrell to have some acting depth
beyond the comedic surface.

However, it is Emma Thompson who
nearly steals the show, because she’s more
complex and interesting than Ferrell. Her
character is reminiscent of Jim Carrey in “The
Truman Show” or even Charles Kaufman’s
screenplays “Adaptation” and “Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind.”

“Stranger than Fiction” offers a unique
screen presentation of what really matters in
life. It is an engaging movie that is a total,
unexpected delight.

PG-13; 105min. A Columbia Pictures
Release – Presented at selected theaters

A GOOD YEAR (**1/2) “A Good Year’
is a movie that tries to sell more than it can

guarantee. The film presents a unique
cinematic opportunity to create more out
of less to ultimately deliver a commentary
on life and love.

Without special effects and warfare “A
Good Year” makes for a cinematic
departure for director Ridley Scott and star
Russell Crowe who reunite for the first time
since their Oscar winning epic, “Gladiator”.

Crowe portrays Max Skinner, a
successful yet not well liked investment
broker who is basking in the afterglow of
an enormously profitable stock transaction.
To Max, “Winning isn’t everything. It is
the “only” thing”!

Then Max receives a letter revealing the
passing of his grandfather, Uncle Henry
(Albert Finney) who raised him as a child.
Max discovers that he is the sole heir to
grandfather’s French chateau vineyard.

So Max structures a tight, business-like
schedule to fly over, survey his inheritance
and return back in time for a critical
meeting with his boss to answer to the
public charges of improper stock trading
tactics.

But what Max discovers is a rundown
chateau. The decayed sights around the
chateau rekindle some occasional
flashbacks with Uncle Henry who help
taught the conceited boy the higher points
of winery. But these memories also offer
obvious insights into a man’s true self that

Dustin Hoffman and Will Ferrell in Columbia's
Stranger Than Fiction

See Flicks page 14

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE III (**1/2)
The third installment of this movie franchise
that is based on the 1970’s hit TV series fits
well into the conformities of a small screen,
while maintaining its theatrical extravaganza
nature for the big screen.

Still, this is a globe trotting, espionage
action thriller that waters down its story to a
personal level, trying to convince us it’s more
of a love story than an action adventure flick.

The film is full of daredevil action
moments that keep this movie on the go.

Tom Cruise reprises his role of
undercover agent Ethan Hunt who’s now
assuming a domestic life, celebrating his
nuptial engagement to an unsuspecting
hospital nurse (Michelle Monaghan). That is
until he suddenly receives a phone call for
his next assignment.

ON VIDEO
Compiled and reviewed by David Schultz

This involves a missing spy protégé (Keri
Russell) who was tailing a ruthless arms
dealer (Phillip Seymour Hoffman) and a
device nicknamed “the rabbit’s foot” that
might be sold to the highest third world
bidder. Eventually, after Hoffman escapes
Cruise’s custody, he retaliates by kidnapping
his fiancé in exchange for the lethal device.

PG-13; 126min. Paramount Home Video
NACHO LIBRE (**1/2) Jack Black

stars in this surprisingly family-friendly
comedy abut a Latino helper at a rundown,
financially troubled Catholic school parish.
Eventually his love for TV wrestling makes
him try to become one, to raise funds to
support the kids and nuns.

The script is not as risqué with its humor
as we usually expect from Black. In fact this

movie has the feel of a project Jerry Lewis
might have done during his heyday.

It is silly fun with some occasional sly
dialogue, although it is not consistent enough.
But Black and co-writer Mike White know
enough to keep the humor coming.

PG; 92min. Paramount Home Video
THE DA VINCI CODE (***) The

highly controversial bestseller is made into
an effective conspiracy adventure thriller
from director Ron Howard. It delivers an
entertaining story over its religious
implications.

        When a museum curator is murdered
and left nude in a religious figuration, an
intrepid Harvard academic scholar (Tom
Hanks) finds himself along a female police
scribe (Audrey Tautou) on a search that
endangers their lives.

R; 148min. Sony Pictures Home Video;
Available: Nov. 14

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN and
other publications. To comment on this article
visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Jack Black in Paramount Pictures' Nacho Libre
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In Jan. 2005, the BBC reported that J.P.
Morgan admitted having ties to slavery.

Tillman said that if the issue had been one
of a company with ties to the Nazi party,
Jewish Chicagoans would have been out in
force opposing the agreement.

Tillman threatened legal action if the
council decided to accept the contract.

“If you pass this law today, we are going
to go to court,” she said. “We’re going to court
and that’s no idle threat.”

Smith supported Tillman adding that the
ordinance never should have been passed four
years ago if the city council was prepared to
make exceptions. “We all must play by the
rules,” he said.

Financial Committee Chairman Edward
Burke (14th) said that if Morgan Stanley had
indeed lied about ties to slavery, then the
contract should not be awarded. He added that
he believed the disclosure had been correctly
executed.

“I do not agree with [Tillman’s]
interpretation of the situation,” Burke said.

The meeting became briefly chaotic as a
fiery Tillman responded to Burke. Two
additional aldermen called a point of order
saying Tillman should not be allowed to
continue

The measure passed in a 37-8 vote, with
seven African-American aldermen voting for
it and seven other black aldermen joining
Tillman to oppose the lease. In addition to
Smith, Chandler, and Tillman: Toni
Preckwinkle (4th), Leslie Hairston (5th),
Theodore Thomas (15th), Shirley Coleman
(16th) and Howard Brookins, Jr. (21st), voted
against the lease agreement.

Four black aldermen were absent or did
not vote. Ald. Todd Stroger (8th), the
Democratic candidate for Cook County
Board president, was among the absent.

Laura Onstot is the civic affairs reporter
for NLCN and is a graduate student at the
Northwestern University Medill School of
Journalism.

Slavery from page 3

had been suppressed from the demands and
success of his stock market career.

Max finds himself suspended from his
job when he’s unable to make his flight
back to meet with his boss and from there
things only get worse.

“A Good Year” does not achieve the
intellectual and insightful level of
“Sideways”. “A Good Year” is a pleasant
film. Still, it’s not enough.

Because this movie does not probe
beyond the obvious and idealistic outcome
of Max’s reconciliation it’s too much to be
believed, unless you’re one of those who
subscribe to the lifestyle of the rich and
famous.

It is even more unfortunate that “A
Good Year” is a bit too idealistic to suit
our taste buds, but it isn’t sour to view.

PG-13; 118min. A 20th Century Fox
Picture Release – Presented at selected
theaters

David Schultz is film critic for NLCN
and other publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Flicks from page 13

Russell Crowe in 20th Century Fox's A Good
Year

people as they came off the train.
According to the governor’s

spokesperson Sheila Nix, Blagojevich has
focused on improving the West Side the last
four years and will continue to do so in his
second term.

“The biggest thing especially for the West
Side is the expansion of both health care for
all kids and preschool for all 3 and 4-year-
olds,” Nix said. “Eventually the Governor
would like to make health care available for
all people.”

Nix also touted the Governor’s efforts to
increase the minimum wage and create jobs
for all west siders, including ex-offenders.

“[The Governor] is moving people into
higher paying jobs…and he has created
Entrepreneur Centers on the West Side to
help people start small businesses so they can
in turn employ people from the community,”
Nix said.

“The Sheridan Project is one of the
[Governor’s initiatives] for ex-offenders.
There’s job training and substance abuse
counseling. The community based part of that
program has shown great improvements and
been very successful in reducing the
recidivism rates [on the West Side].”

Blagojevich and Topinka have clashed

on whether to increase the minimum wage and
expand health care.

From the beginning, the race was under a
cloud of negativity. Following the conviction
of former Governor George Ryan on federal
corruption charges in April, the campaign
became a contest for who could best portray
the other as the heir to Ryan’s scandals.

Topinka, the State Treasurer under Ryan,
attacked Blagojevich for accepting a $1500
check from Mike Ascaridis in 2003 for his
daughter Amy’s birthday. The check was given
two weeks after Ascaridis’ wife, Beverly,
received a state job at the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources.

In October, Blagojevich fundraiser Antonin
“Tony” Rezko was indicted for participation
in a scheme to obtain kickbacks from
investment firms seeking business from the
state teachers’ pension fund.

Although Blagojevich has not been tied to
Rezko’s alleged scheme and has donated all
Rezko campaign contributions to charity,
Topinka has accused the Governor of
corruption.

The only time the two candidates formally
debated was at Decatur’s Millikin University
in October. The debate quickly turned hostile
as the two sparred over corruption charges and
who would create more jobs in Illinois.

Instead of agreeing to further debates, the
candidates viciously attacked each other in

television ads, fueling the bitter campaign.
Lt. Gov. Pat Quinn wishes there were less

negative ads featured in the campaign,
especially on Topinka’s end.

“It’s like the old saying: She who slings
mud loses ground. I think there was a lot of
mudslinging on [Topinka’s] end,” Quinn said.

Blagojevich supporter, State Sen. Carol
Ronen (7th), believes, “When all is said and
done the election will be about issues not ads.”

Blagojevich believes it’s time to move on
from any negativity and focus on improving
Illinois over the next four years.

Ending the speech, Blagojevich said
“Let’s transfer the darkness of yesterday into
the lightness of tomorrow.”

Prior to running for office, Blagojevich
was a Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney,
prosecuting domestic abuse cases and felony
weapons charges. Before being elected
Governor in 2002, Blagojevich served in the
U.S. Congress, representing Illinois’ 5th

District, from 1997 to 2002.
Ben Protess graduated from

Northwestern University in June 2006 and is
working as a staff writer and communications
manager at NLCN as part of the
Northwestern Public Interest Fellowship. He
has worked for CBS 2 Chicago and St.
Leonard’s Ministries on Chicago’s West Side.
To comment on this article please visit our
weblog at: www.nlcn.org.

Victory from page 13

Taylor Hales and Dave Eads are
volunteer staff members that help run Free
Geek Chicago, located at 3411 W. Diversey.
Free Geek Chicago is a project that teaches
individual volunteers from diverse
communities how to teardown computers,
build computers, and how to use a free
computer operating system. After each
volunteer completes 20 hours (they do not
have to be consecutive hours), he or she
receives one of the newly built computers,
termed “freak boxes.”

 Each volunteer spends 8 hours doing
teardowns separating components, 8 hours

Free Geek Chicago
Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson

testing the components, and 4 hours on the
actual build.

The free computer operating system is
Linux and is installed on the newly built
computers. Linux is similar to and compatible
with Microsoft Windows and is very user-
friendly,” said Hales.

There is no minimum age requirement to
volunteer; however some youths may need
to be accompanied by an adult. Members of
the same household can volunteer, and each
individual will receive his or her computer
after completing the 20 hours.

Because all the staff volunteers work
during the week, Free Geek Chicago is open
only on Sundays from 11am until 4pm. To
sign up just show up, register and get started.
You may call 773/451-7133 and leave a
message.

Computer circuit boards that end up in
developing nations like China, India, and
Africa are burnt down to get gold and silver
from them, said Hales. This can cause serious
medical problems for the people that live in
those countries.

“If you donate your unwanted computer
to us, even if it’s complete junk, we will

recycle it, and insure that it doesn’t go to
developing nations where there is no
regulation over people burning circuit boards
to get gold and silver which causes all types
of bad toxic effect.”

Dave Eads, one of the founding volunteer
staff members, said each of the staff members
have their own distinct reasons for being
volunteers in the project, such as recycling
or general education. His is that he is
concerned about inner-city issues and social
activism.

“We were a group of geeks, sort of
computer freaks. We had all been buddies
interested in central activism and community
issues, and wanted a way to translate our
technical skills into something that would be
valuable in a way that is different from the
traditional computer lab model,” he said. “So
we started Free Geek Chicago.”

Free Geek Chicago is patterned after Free
Geek in Portland, which started in 2000. Free
Geek Chicago originated in 2005. For more
information visit: www.freegeekchicago.org.

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson is a poet and
writer for NLCN and Residents Journal. To
comment on this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

I have been working and living in
Johannesburg, South Africa for two months,
yet I was not so impressed with the big city.

When my colleagues and I went to the
countryside for the weekend, my whole attitude
toward the country changed. On Friday, we left
the congested city behind us and drove to the
province called Kwazulu-Natal.

I saw the landscape change, getting
greener and more mountainous. It is _ without
a joke _ a mixture of the Grand Canyon and
Switzerland. It has rocky mountaintops like
the American West and rolling green
mountainsides like the European nation. The
area where my fellow journalists and I rented
the chalets is called Drakensberg, Dragon’s
Mountain. My window faced the valley with
a river running through it. On the other side
of the mountain range is the country Lesotho.

We barely took the time to drop off our
bags, got back in the van and went to a stable.
I have only ridden horses once in my life since
horseback riding is too expensive both in
Congo(where I grew up) and in the

Chicagoland area. However, here in Kwazulu-
Natal and it cost only $12 for a two-hour ride
across the most beautiful scenery. At that
price, I was determined to ride no matter what.

At first I worried that my white horse,
Rugged Glen, would kick me or bite me with
its big teeth. But then when I got to relax a bit
more on the saddle, I really enjoyed the ride
and rode faster. With my colleagues and the
guides, I felt like we were the only people in
the whole land. We went up the mountains.
We saw the river below where the famous
South African movie, “Yesterday,” was
filmed. At the end of the ride, my bum hurt,
but I was sold: I am moving to Kwazulu-Natal
to ride horses regularly.

From the stable, we passed small villages,
where Zulu children waved at us and women
under umbrellas walked leisurely for miles.
There were few cars, even fewer bicycles.

At the local bar, we said hello in Zulu to
the men sitting around a picnic-like table,
bought Amstel beers and returned to the
chalets to make Shandi. You make this

favorite South African drink by mixing beer
and 7 up in a glass. Try it. It’s delicious!

The following morning, I woke up early
enough to see cattle herded to the river for a
drink. Most of the time, I saw cowboys
walking along their animals, but sometimes
they rode horses and reminded me of the
cowboys in the US.

Although we were sore and could barely
walked, we decided to go hiking at the Royal
Natal national park. The 6-hour hike was
painful as my lungs had to get used to the
thin air of higher altitudes, but the reward was
worth it: we swam in crystal clear water near
amazing waterfalls. It was invigorating.

I felt totally at home in Kwazulu-Natal. It is
beautiful and it is Africa. It is my future home.

Kabuika Kumunga is a native of the
National Republic of the Congo. Kabuika is
a journalism student at Northwestern
University’s Medill School of Journalism and
a correspondent for the Medill News Service.
To comment on this article visit our weblog
at: www.nlcn.org.

WHY I WANT TO MOVE TO SOUTH AFRICA
Kabuika Kamunga
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FREE CLASSIFIED AD WITH

A DISPLAY AD OF 1/8
PAGE OR LARGER.

HELP WANTEDAPARTMENTS
NICE 3 BEDROOM CONDO Close to I-
290 and Blue Line Central Air, Storage,
Washer, Dryer in unit  Near shopping,
movies, park. $1,050 mo. Call: 815/713-
6869

GOVERNOR BLAGOJEVICH
ANNOUNCES WINTER HEATING
ASSISTANCE GRANTS available
tomorrow, urges eligible households to apply
now. Households advised to take steps
before extreme cold hits Illinois. For energy
assistance and weatherization tips visit
www.keepwarm.illinois.gov or call  toll-free
1-877-411-WARM

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPERTUS COLLEGE MASTER OF
SCIENCE IN NONPROFIT
MANAGEMENT Designed for the
Working Professional Accredited Small-
School Environment Classes held one
Night per week Learn more about our
graduate program and how you can attend
an Open House session. Visit our website
at www.spertus.edu/nonprofit or call (312)
322 1707.

EDUCATION

HELP WANTED
AAAAA-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Compan-1 Garfield Exterminating Companyyyyy

is looking fis looking fis looking fis looking fis looking for a good secror a good secror a good secror a good secror a good secretetetetetaryaryaryaryary
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Must be able tMust be able tMust be able tMust be able tMust be able to type 45wpmo type 45wpmo type 45wpmo type 45wpmo type 45wpm
Salary NegotiableSalary NegotiableSalary NegotiableSalary NegotiableSalary Negotiable

SubjecSubjecSubjecSubjecSubjecy ty ty ty ty to Drug To Drug To Drug To Drug To Drug Testestestestest
CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462CALL (773) 638-8462

3 BEDROOM APT - 15th Spaulding avail.
immed $850 monthly - heat included-one
month free contact: Mr. Vaughn (773) 931-
7946
APARTMENT FOR RENT Sacramento &
Cullerton 4 Bedroom, 1 bath Rehabbed,
$900 per month Call 708-645-6531

THE GRAND OPENING OF FORD
DESIRED REAL ESTATE will host a
grand opening for its new North Lawndale
location at 3346 W. 16 St. on Saturday
November 11th.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO BUY, SELL, TRADE, RENT OR ANNOUNCE? ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT OR LOOKING TO HIRE?
YOU CAN DO IT HERE IN THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 312/492-9090 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

ARE YOU OPINIONATED? ARE YOU
A GOOD WRITER? NLCN is launching
an editorial page later this month. Please
call Wilbert Bledsoe or Ben Protess at 312-
492-9090 if you are interested in writing a
letter to the editor.

Advertise with the North
Lawndale Community News

If you have an Apartment
for Rent  Ads are only $10.00

Call 312 492-9090

Education and politics are hot
topics with Major and he speaks
freely about the importance of them.
Along with his exterminating business
he also hosts a talk radio program
where the main topic is politics, also
highlighting hi   s position as a
Republican.

“I’m a stone Republican,” Major
said.  “If it wasn’t for President Nixon
I would have been out of business,
but I didn’t have to pay them
(Republican Party) they were helping
me to get business,” he said. Major is
vocal about how he’s helped many
democratic candidates in the past and
how they have failed the African-
American people in the communities.

Educating the children in the
community is another subject that is
foremost on his agenda.  Throughout
his life he has experienced the pitfalls
of not having the knowledge and
degrees to make it in this world.

His earlier struggle in getting his
exterminating and janitorial business

started was from his lack of education.
He acknowledges that because of the
courses he took at Purdue University
helped him to reach greater goals in
business.

Education was the key that
elevated Garfield Major, who started
from scratch in a business he didn’t
know enough about help him to
become a successful entrepreneur.

He continues to reach out not only
in his line of service, but also to the
young people who are torn between
what to do with their lives.  His advice
is simple “Get as much education as
you can.”

“I like to indicate to all kids today
to stay in school and if they don’t have
the money to get there I would try my
best to get help get them a grant from
somewhere, somehow as long as they
stay in school,” Mayor said.  “We
need to educate our kids – education
is always needed - they definitely need
to get the education.”

Priscilla Lucas is a North
Lawndale resident.. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at
www.nlcn.org.

A-1 from page 9

the teacher’s instructional skills.
Principals and all other staff at the
schools will also be eligible for
bonuses based on student-
achievement gains.

The CPS grant application
emphasizes the importance of
building strong instructional teams
and getting teachers more involved
in planning and professional
development decisions.

“We want the whole school
working together as a team to make
improvements in classroom
instruction and student
achievement,” said Arne Duncan,
CEO of CPS. “But the teachers are
at the forefront of this effort. They
have been the driving force behind
our dramatic improvements over the
past decade, and this grant gives us
the chance to take our school system
to the next level on the strength of
our teachers.”

Mayor Richard M. Daley said
the money will be well spent and
demonstrates the commitment the
federal government has for
improving public education.

“We have excellent educators in
schools across the city, and this grant
will help us build on that strength by
providing our teachers with the
support and leadership opportunities
they need and deserve,” Daley said.

One of the program’s goals is to
not only improve public education
in poverty-stricken areas but also to
recruit experienced teachers to stay
at lower performing schools,
according to U.S. Secretary of
Education Margaret Spellings.

“I [hope that] this Teacher
Incentive Fund grant will encourage
more experienced teachers to work
at high-poverty schools where they
can make a real difference in raising
student achievement.”

Wendell Hutson is a freelance
writer for NLCN and various
publications. To comment on this
article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Merit from page 5

UIC JANE ADDAMS COLLEGE OF
SOCIAL WORK 1040 W. Harrison Learn
about our nationally recognized
Master of Social Work program
that is diverse and urban focused
with a social justice orientation.
Attend one of our scheduled
information sessions, Wed.Nov 15,
Thurs. Dec 7, & Jan 18. RSVP at
(312) 996-3218 or email
jacswadm@uic.edu

CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH OFFERS FREE FLU SHOTS
When: Saturday Nov. 18 at Westside
Technical Institute, 2800 S. Western Wilbur
Wright Community College, 4300 N.
Narragansett Kennedy King College, 6800
S. Wentworth

NEW UPSCALE SALON AND
BARBER SHOP Seeking Licensed
professional cosmetologist, barbers, Nails
techs Located in Lawndale Community
Offers Benefits (773) 826-8177

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY given, pursuant to “An
Act in relation to the use of an Assumed
Business Name in the conduct or transaction
of Business in the State,” as amended, that a
certification was filed by the undersigned
with the County Clerk of Cook County, file
no. D06104579 on October 12, 2006, under
the Assumed Name of Strutt & Associates
with the place of business located a 3250 W.
Washington Blvd. Ste. 2E, Chicago, IL
60624. The true name and residence address
of the owner is: Geneva Gayles,3250 W.
Washington Blvd. Ste. 2E, Chicago, IL
60624.

immediately to work, DRS
will assist him or her with
transportation, a clothing stipend,
resume writing and counseling
before job placement, etc.

Under an incentive called the
Ticket to Work Program, a client
is allowed to work up to nine
months before their monthly
benefits are interrupted. After the
nine-month trial work period, the
client then works an extended
period of 36 months in the
program. If within those three
years the client’s medical
condition prevents him or her
from continuing to work, the
client will be able to restart SSDI
or SSI benefits without going thru
the initial red tape.

“For people who are afraid of
losing their health insurance,
there is a program called Health
Benefits for Workers with
Disabilities, (HBWD) that allows
workers to buy into Medicaid,”
said Kilbury.  “It’s not as
publicized as the Kid Care or the
All Kids programs, but there is a
program available through
Healthcare and Family Services
that will allow people to buy into
the health insurance program
when they might not be eligible
because of their earnings.”

Kilbury, who had a spinal
cord injury in 1982, said he had
the option of staying on social
security for the rest of his life, or

going back to work. He chose to
work.  “I think a lot of people are
unwilling to settle for a life of
poverty, which is basically what
people who can’t work and are on
social security have to settle for,”
said Kilbury.

Kilbury refused to settle for
anything less in life and knew what
he was capable of achieving.  “It
all depends on what your goals and
aspirations are. If your goals and
aspirations are just to get by, then
probably living on social security
or SSI is good enough.  But if you
want to live a middle-class
lifestyle, if you want to own your
own home or if you want the kind
of life that people that don’t have
disabilities aspire to have, then
you’re going to want to go to work
and leave social security behind.
You’re going to want to do
everything you can to develop a
middle-class lifestyle and even
better,” said Kilbury.

For more information on the
Ticket to Work Program call 1-
800-772-1213 or visit
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Clemolyn (Pennie) Brinson is
a poet and writer for NLCN and
Residents Journal. To comment on
this article visit our weblog at:
www.nlcn.org.

Disabilities
from page 4
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Full Tune-Up
Service

6cyl.
$179.00

4 cyl.
$159.00

  8cyl.

 $199.00

Includes plugs, wires, fuel filter, air
filter, P.C.V. valve cap, rotor, oil

change and filter.

MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear
Brakes Service

Includes installation of front
pads, inspect inspect rotors,

wheelbearing, calipers,
hydraulic system and road test.

Pads and shoes extra.
MOST CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

$59.99

Front or Rear

MufflersStruts Converter

$19.99

$199.00
$119.99

Inspect exhaust
system for leaks.

Labor Extra.
MOST CARS &

LIGHT TRUCKS

Front or Rear

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS

Installed
INSTALLED

INTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTINTERSTAAAAATETETETETE
Muffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & AMuffler & Autututututomotivomotivomotivomotivomotive Re Re Re Re Repairepairepairepairepair

22222158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski158 South Pulaski
(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)(corner of Cermak & Pulaski)

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago
773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0773-522-0122122122122122

4 Locations to Serve You!
Ogden & Western 312-733-5333

Diagnostic
Testing

$39.99 $39.99

Radiator
Flush

OIL CHANGE,
FILTER, TOP OF
THE FLUIDS &
ENGINE FLUSH

$39.99


